










A  f u l l  d a y  o f  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  S e a t t l e ,  Wa s h i n g t o n

Learn more at 
www.17thofmay.org

With a full day of activities on May 
17, the streets of Ballard come 
alive with music and celebration of 
Norwegian Constitution Day!

Honorary Marshals
Marit Kristiansen was born on 
a small island in Nordland – Våg 
in Gildeskål Kommune – and im-
migrated with her family to Seattle 
in 1949, settling in Ballard. She at-
tended Loyal Heights Elementary 
and Ballard High School. Although 
Marit’s husband, Kjell, was born 
in Stavanger, they met in Seattle. 
They moved to Anchorage, Alaska 
in 1965 and have lived there ever 
since. Marit has been a member 
of Bernt Balchen Lodge #2-046 
in Anchorage, Alaska since 1968. 
She has held numerous local 
lodge positions. She is the current 
International President of the 
Sons of Norway. She served on 
the Anchorage Sister Cities Com-
mission for many years and was 
chair of the Anchorage Tromsø 
Committee. 

Grand Marshal
Marit Kristiansen

Kids games at Nordic Museum – 10-4 p.m.
Free admission all day at Nordic Heritage Museum (3014 NW 
68th St). Enjoy Scandinavian food and beverages, and crafts 
for the kids.

Luncheon at Leif Erikson Hall – 12 p.m.
Tickets: $30 / person. RSVP to (206) 783-1274

Entertainment at Bergen Place – 10-5 p.m.
Live entertainment! Free admission

Nordic Cafe at Leif Erikson Hall – 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Purchase Scandinavian food and drink, and learn about Scan-
dinavian groups in the area

17th of May Parade – 6-8 p.m.
Come early to save a spot or better yet, march with us! (Begins 
at NW 62nd St. and 24th Ave. NW all the way to Ballard Ave. 
and Dock St.)

17th of May Celebration Dance – 8:30-11:30 p.m.
At At Elks on Shilshole, 6411 Seaview Ave NW. Live music by 
“Jazz Unlimited Band.” Tickets available at the door for $10. 
No host bar. Free parking. 

   Mari-Ann Kind Jackson    Warren Aakervik             

Warren Aakervik has 
worked for Ballard Oil 
since 1955, and has been 
the President and General 
Manager since 1988. Mr. 
Aakervik has an extensive 
history of community 
involvement, including 
serving as President of the 
Ballard District Council. 
He is he is well known in 
Ballard for BBQing salmon 
for Seafood Fest and the 
Norwegian Commercial 
Club.

Mari-Ann Kind Jackson 
was born and raised in 
Borkenes, Kvæfjord. Mari-
Ann became involved in 
the Norwegian American 
community by joining Sons 
of Norway in 1962 in Spo-
kane, where she also taught 
Norwegian at the local 
college extension. Mari-Ann 
has organized concert tours 
for Sami and other artists, 
and is currently organiz-
ing concerts in Western 
Washington.


