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Online News
Dateline Oslo
Severely cold weather
causes car chaos

With with the extremely cold
temperatures cars supply stores
across Norway have completely sold out of engine warmers, car batteries, and jumper
cables. The high demand for
such products is causing chaos
at many local stores. People
are now waiting 14-days for
engine heaters, though most
of the car supply stores don’t
reccomend starting your car in
the extreme freezing temperatures. (NRK)

Lower electricity prices
in 2009

The average price of electricity for households was 32.1
øre per kilowatt hour (kWh),
excluding grid rent and taxes,
in the middle of the fourth
quarter in 2009. This is 35.8
percent higher than one year
ago. Lower prices in 2009 can
be viewed in conjunction with
reduced fossil fuel prices and
lower net consumption of electricity. According to monthly
electricity statistics, net consumption of electricity from
January to October in 2009
was 6.6 percent lower than in
the same period in 2008.
(Statistics Norway)
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Record number sent out by force

More than 4,000
people without
legal residence
were sent out of
Norway last year.
Three out of four
were sent out by
force
NRK

It was just before Christmas
when 30 Iraqis were deported
from Norway. Eleven of them
were convicted of violence, rape or
drug trafficking. It was the largest
transport of asylum seekers out of
the country that police conducted
in 2009.
CONTINUES PAGE 6

In December last year, 30 Iraqis were sent out of the country in a major action.

Jazz lib: Norway sends
musical message to America
Portland Jazz Festival features
Norwegian artists February 21-28
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Skiing at Olympic Hill
The history of
Granlibakken
Robert Frohlich
Special to NAW

Today’s Granlibakken Resort,
on Tahoe’s west shore, is the site of
a ski area whose history goes back
to the heyday of Tahoe Tavern.
These days, Granlibakken
resort, located half a mile from
Tahoe City along Lake Tahoe’s
west shore, prides itself on being
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Christian Wallumrød will perform at Portland’s Norse Hall Saturday, Feb. 27 at
9:30 p.m. Christian Wallumrød has worked as a musician and composer since
1992, and he is considered one of the most prominent musicians of the younger
Norwegian generation.
Julie Whipple
Portland, Ore.

The seeds of American
jazz were sown in Norway in
the early 20th century, and now,
generations later, a new crop of
musicians has blossomed with an
adventurous sound that is breaking
traditional barriers and capturing

Photo: Granlibakken

U.S and Norway finish first and
second in Snowboardcross
Lindsey Jacobellis
celebrate U.S. double
victory at Snowboard
Cross in Bad Gastein
Boardforce.net

world attention. On Feb. 26 and
27, audiences will be able to
experience what makes Norwegian
jazz such a hot topic when the
internationally acclaimed Portland
Jazz Festival presents the north
CONTINUES PAGE 13

U.S. Snowboard Cross athlete,
Lindsey Jacobellis
clinched
victory at the first FIS World
Cup Snowboard Cross of 2010
in Bad Gastein, Germany. In
the ladies’ final, the 2009 World
CONTINUES PAGE 5
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19-year-old
Norwegian
Helene
Olafsen took second in the race.
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Norge - Uken som gikk

Nyheter på Nettet

Vinter-Norge er verdensnyhet

Den norske vinteren blir nå sett verden
over, etter at det internasjonale nyhetsbyrået Reuters var i Oslo for å lage TV-reportasje i helgen. Gjennomsnittstemperaturen
i Oslo hittil i januar har vært minus 12,9
grader.
(Aftenposten)

Vannet fosser gjennom NTNU

- Det er snakk om store mengder vann. Det
kommer til å renne og dryppe fra takene i
flere dager, sier brigadeleder Nils Johnsen.
Trøndelag brann- og redningstjeneste har
natt til mandag og mandag morgen jobbet
på spreng med utrykninger knyttet til frostog vannskader, skriver Adressa.no - Vi
jobber med vannsugere og svabere for å få
unna overflatevannet. Det er vår oppgave å
ta det akutte, så får skadesaneringsfirma i
samråd med NTNU ta det videre når dette
er unnagjort.
(Adressa)

Kvinne funnet i sjøen i Bergen

Det var mannskaper om bord på ferga
«Stord» som oppdaget kvinnen som lå og
fløt i vannet ikke langt fra land. De slo alarm
og satte ut en lettbåt og fikk reddet kvinnen
opp av vannet. – Hun er nå brakt om bord
på fergen og luftambulanse er på vei, opplyser operasjonsleder Preben Wallestad i
Hordaland politidistrikt til NTB. Kvinnens
helsetilstand er foreløpig ikke kjent. Politiet ble varslet om hendelsen klokken 20.17
på 11. januar.
(NTB)

Taket på Quality Gardermoen har rast ut

Quality hotell Gardermoen måtte evakuere
gjestene sine 11. januar etter at taket i første
etasje har rast ut.- Taket i første etasje har
rast ut, og det renner vann over hele hotellet. Vannet fosser gjennom lampene, sier en
gjest til avisen. Politiet på Gardermoen opplyser at de er informert om vannlekkasjen
på hotellet, men de har ikke vært involvert
i saken.
(VG Nett)

Lensmann tiltalt for voldtekt

En tidligere lensmann på Østlandet er tiltalt
for voldtekt og å ha brukt sin stilling for
å få sex. Flere av overgrepene skal ifølge
tiltalen ha skjedd mens kvinnene sov eller
var bedøvet av alkohol. Mannen skal også
ha misbrukt kvinner som selv hadde tatt
kontakt med politiet for å få hjelp. I ett av
disse tilfellene kom politimannen i kontakt med offeret fordi han var ansvarlig for
overgrepssaker og familievoldssaker. Poltimannen ble suspendert og siktet i juli i fjor.
(Drammens Tidende)

Fire rekkehus nedbrent

Kraftig brann i Brattvollveien i Oslo på
11. januar. - Vi fikk melding om brannen
klokken 14 og både politi, brannvesenet og
ambulanse var raskt på stedet, sier politiets
innsatsleder Jon Morten Hansen. Det var
en av de midterste leilighetene i rekkehusrekka med fire leiligheter som tok fyr først.
Brannen spredte seg raskt til resten av rekka med fire leiligheter.
(Aftenposten)

Pakistan fordømmer karikaturene, Ny trussel mot
men norsk UD vil ikke gripe inn
samme skole
Aftenposten
På 8. januar mottok Associated Press
en pressemelding der
Pakistans utenriksdepartement fordømmer
Aftenpostens publisering av Muhammedkarikaturene
fra
Jyllands-Posten på 8.
januar.
Foto: Aftenposten
I helgen var det Aftenposten har trykket en faksimile av Kurt Westergårds karikaturer av
uklart om meldingen profeten Muhammed, og dette skaper reaksjoner.
var til å stole på verken norsk UD eller
norske medier klarte å finne uttalelsen på Den er også feildatert og fremtrer i en annen typografisk form enn det som er vanlig i
pakistanske myndigheters hjemmesider.
- På 10. januar tok Utenriksdepartemen- pressemeldinger fra den kanten.
– Nå vet vi jo ikke helt sikkert at dette er
tet derfor kontakt med pakistansk UD, og
riktig.
Hvis det stemmer, så tar vi det til etvi fikk da bekreftet at uttalelsen var sendt
terretning.
Jeg er glad for at forholdene ikke
ut fredag, sier underdirektør Ragnhild Imer
slik
i
Norge
at regjeringen blander seg inn
erslund i UD til Aftenposten.no.
i
hvordan
mediene
dekker saker. Dette gir en
- Vår oppfatning er at dette ikke er å
ekstra
påminnelse
om
at vi har et godt sysanse som en relasjon mellom to stater, sier
tem
der
medier
er
helt
uavhengig av mynImerslund.
dighetene,
sier
Aftenpostens
sjefredaktør,
Norsk UD vil derfor ikke ta noe videre
Hilde
Haugsgjerd.
initiativ i saken.
Det
norske
utenriksdepartementet
10. januar ble protesten ført videre av Orvar
lørdag
kveld
ikke
kjent med at det var
ganization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).
kommet
en
reaksjon
fra
pakistanske mynEn talsmann fordømmer publiseringen, som
digheter.
karakteriseres som en reaksjon på angrepet
– Vi har ikke blitt formelt kontaktet av
på tegneren Kurt Westergaard i Danmark 2.
pakistanske
myndigheter i forbindelse med
januar.
denne
saken.
Vi er ikke kjent med denne
- Publiseringen er uheldig og provokativ
pressemeldingen,
sier underdirektør Ragog ikke egnet til annet enn å skape intolernhild
Imerslund
i
Utenriksdepartementet.
anse og hat, mener OIC.
Det har så langt ikke lykkes Aftenposten
English Synopsis: On Jan. 8 and 9, Aftenposten
å få bekreftet om meldingen er reell.
published the highly controversial cartoon of
Norske myndigheter blir bedt om å
the prophet Mohammed, which was published
sørge for at det blir gitt en passende reaksjon
in Denmark’s Jyllands-Posten in 2006. The
på denne «blasfemiske handlingen».
Associated Press published a press release
from Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Aftenpostens egen kilde er heller ikke i
and the Muslim community is outraged and
tvil om at melingen virkelig stammer fra dethreatening a boycott of Norway.
partementet.

Tromsø-politiet øker beredskapen. Ny trussel har blitt
fremsatt mot Kongsbakken
videregående skole
Nettavisen

– Vi har i denne situasjonen valgt å
høyne beredskapen uten at vi ønsker å si hva
vi gjør, sier politistasjonssjef Knut Pettersen
til Nettavisen.
Etter fredagens evakuering av Kongsbakken videregående skole i Tromsø, har det
nå kommet en ny trussel mot skolen. Fredag
morgen ble 650 elever ved skolen sendt hjem
på grunn av en internettrussel.
Politiet har jobbet med etterforskning
i hele helgen, uten at noen er pågrepet, opplyser de i en pressemelding mandag formiddag.
Trusselen om skolemassakre på Kongsbakken ble først fremsatt torsdag – og siden
gjentatt fredag på nettstedet «4chan.org»,
skriver i Tromsø.
I en diskusjonstråd om trusselen skriver
en person anonymt følgende illevarslende
melding:
«Implying I was kidding when I made
that threat. Keep watching the news. I may
have been foiled the first time, but time will
show my seriousness».
– Vi kjenner til denne kommentaren,
men har ikke gjort noen spesiell risikovurdering i forhold til den. Det er politiets jobb,
sier rektor Ivar Odd Størkesen til Nettavisen
mandag morgen.
English Synopsis: A new threat against the

Kongsbakken videregående skole in Tromsø
caused an evacuation on Tromsø on Jan. 8.
The police in Tromsø are investigating the
situation, and have increased their protection
of the area. “This is the police’s job,” said
principal Ivar Odd Størkesen.

Norges tøffeste Tomt for motorvarmere
Butikkhyllene i
13-åringer
bilvareforretningene er
Rogalands Avis

Det er ti minusgrader i skolegården på
St. Svithun ungdomsskole på Storhaug, men
Snorre Pisani Førland (13) ser ikke ut til å
fryse, selv om han går i kortbukse.
Det kanskje litt korttenkte eksperimentet startet på sensommeren i fjor. Da bet to
lærere seg merke i at 13-åringen beholdt bermudashortsen på selv om det ble kaldere.
- De lurte på hvor lenge jeg kunne klare
å holde ut med shorts, sier Snorre. Han har
hatt på shorts hver dag siden i fjor høst.
- Det har vært litt kaldt i det siste, men
det går veldig bra, sier Snorre.
- Jeg liker å gå i shorts, og nå er planen
å gå i det hver dag til jeg er ferdig på ungdomsskolen.
Arvid Helgøy er lærer i RLE, samfunn
og kroppsøving på St. Svithun.
- Det begynte å bli litt småkaldt, men
han bare fortsatte å gå i shorts. Vi ville se
hvor lenge han klarte å holde ut, sier Helgøy.
English Synopsis: Snorre Pisani Førland

(13) made a bet to wear shorts every day,
even in the cold weather. “We will see how
long he can hold out,” said Arvid Helgøy,
one of Førland’s teachers.
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ribbet for motorvarmere,
bilbatterier og startkabler
NRK

Er du blant de mange som tenker på å
kjøpe motorvarmer eller startkabler til bilen
akkurat nå?
Det kan du bare glemme. I alle fall må
Foto: Frode Meskau
Tomt for motorvarmere og bilbatterier hos bilvadu smøre deg med tålmodighet.
Hyllene i bilvareforretningene er så reforretningene.
godt som tomme for både motorvarmere,
20-30 prosent av alle telefonene de får
startkabler og bilbatteier.
nå om dagen er spørsmål om motorvarmere.
- Det er helt kaos. Vi har sikkert hatt 20Det er rett og slett ikke så mange som
30 telefoner bare i dag. Men vi kan bare si
kjøper med motorvarmer på nye biler nå til
nei, nei og nei, sier Cato Lundby hos Biltema
dags.
på Olrud utenfor Hamar.
- Folk tenker kanskje at det ikke pleier
Men han legger til at folk faktisk har
å være så kaldt, så da sparer vi den utgiften,
forståelse for at det er tomt akkurat nå.
sier Jan Magne Midtsundstad, men hvis du
Biltema har hovedlager i Sverige og får
bor i Østerdalen så er det kanskje kjekt å ha.
bare varer en gang i uka. Men på lageret er
Det er ikke noe særlig bra å kaldstarte
det ikke tomt, så det kommer, det kommer.
bilen i 30 minus.
Også hos Elverum Sport Bilsalg er det
tomt for motorvarmere.
English Synopsis: Stores in eastern
- På verkstedet vårt er det 14 dagers venNorway are running out of engine heaters,
tetid. Men problemet vårt er å få tak i motorcar batteries, and jumper cables due to
varmere. Det er tomt overalt. Vi får kanskje
extremely cold weather conditions.
flere rundt den 20. januar, sier kundeansvarlig Jan Magne Midtsundstad.
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News
Love letters read
after 118 years

Several love letters penned over
100 years ago by Norwegian
author Knut Hamsun, winner of
the 1920 Nobel Literature Prize,
were opened on Jan. 4 at the
National Library in Oslo

THINK continues global expansion
with announcement of new U.S.
assembly facility
THINK announced plans to
start production in Elkhart
County, Indiana and the
launch of the THINK City into
the North American market
Special Release
THINK City

Photo: Wikimedia

News 24
Culture Minister Anniken Huitfeldt
broke the seals and several Hamsun experts
at hand quickly ascertained that the letters
were sent to Julie Amanda Lous, whom the
author had a stormy relationship with from
1891-92.
Hamsun’s breakthrough came with the
novel “Hunger” in 1890, often regarded
as the first modern novel in Norwegian
literature.
Lous, a piano teacher in Kristiansund,
died in 1963 without ever marrying.
The package was handed to the National
Library by her nephew in 1960 with the
stipulation that the letters remain sealed for
50 years.
Hamsun ended the relationship with
Lous, known as Lulli, in April 1892. The
package included comments by Lous.
“This was Hamsun at his worst. We know
a lot about Hamsun’s relationship with Lulli
(Lous), but it is interesting to see her views
of the relationship,” Hamsun biographer
Ingar Sletten Kolloen told the online edition
of the Aftenposten newspaper.
Last year, Norway commemorated the
150-year anniversary of Hamsun’s birth. He
died in 1952.
The author’s life-long sympathies with
Germany proved controversial after the
Second World War and the liberation of
Norway after the 1940 German invasion.
Story translated by Christy Olsen
Field.

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly

The pioneering global manufacturer of
electric vehicles plans to begin selling the
THINK City, one of the world’s first highwaycapable urban EVs, in the U.S. later this year.
The company plans to invest $43.5 million
in building improvements and equipment in
Elkhart County, and the plant could begin
assembling vehicles in early 2011.
THINK’s investments in Elkhart County
will support manufacturing capacity for more
than 20,000 vehicles a year. The company
started delivering the latest generation of its

Photo: THINK City

THINK City model to customers in Europe
last month.
THINK CEO Richard Canny said: “We
are extremely pleased to announce plans
for a second THINK production location
today. Things are moving very swiftly for
the company in Europe following the start
of production in Finland and the subsequent
start of sales at the end of last year. Now
its time for us to do the same in the North
American market – and there’s no better
place to start than Indiana.”

Norwegian research suggests breastfeeding
not as benefical as once thought
Feeling guilty that you didn’t breastfeed your children enough
– or at all? Relax. New research shows that breast milk is not as
important for either the mother or the child’s health
Special Release

Norwegian University of Science and
Technology

Researchers at the Norwegian University
of Science and Technology have found
that the association between breastfeeding
and healthy children is not as strong as has
previously been believed. It is true that
breastfed infants are slightly healthier than
bottle-fed babies. But apparently it is not the
milk that makes the difference. Instead, the
baby’s overall health is all determined before
he or she is born.
So why do so many studies associate
breastfeeding with better health for young

babies. The answer is simple: If a mother is
able to breastfeed, and does so, this ability
is essentially proof that the baby has already
had an optimal life inside the womb.
Hormones are a determinant
Researchers at NTNU’s Department of
Cancer Research and Molecular Medicine
have recently found a correlation between
the level of male hormones (androgens) in
pregnant women and how much the women
breastfed after birth.
“Pregnant women who have higher
levels of androgens breastfeed less,” says
Professor Sven M. Carlsen. “Probably, this is

This week on Norway.com

Iran’s consul in Oslo refuses to return
home

Iran’s consul general in Oslo confirmed
Thursday he quit his job in protest against
Tehran’s violent repression of opposition
demonstrators and said he would not return
to Iran for fear of repercussions. “If I go
back I don’t know what will happen,” Mohammed Reza Heydari told AFP in a telephone interview. “For me, it’s not possible.
My friends have told me that I will have
problems if I go back,” he said, adding that
Iranian authorities had asked him, via the
embassy, to return to Tehran. (AFP)

The situation in Afghanistan

Norway’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador Mona Juul,
presented Norway’s statement on the Situation in Afghanistan to the Security Council on January 6, 2010. Ambassador Juul
stressed that the UN should continue to
play the leading role in coordinating all
political and international support for Afghanistan. (Norway Mission to the UN)

Smorgas Chef named one of the best
Musuem eats by Time Out New York
Writer Jeanne Hodesh suggests you go for
the food and stay for the art. (Time Out
New York)

UK gas prices dip despite cold as Norway
flows rise

British gas prices turned down early on
Jan. 6, putting an end to a strong rally early
this week, as supply rose, including input
from Norway, to more than offset strong
heating demand. (Reuters)

Statoil launch new biofuel in Norway

Statoil is the first company in Norway to
offer five percent bioethanol to general
consumers. From January 2010 onwards
40 percent of Statoil’s stations will be selling the new biofuel “Bensin 95.” The new
biofuel will reduce carbon emissions by
about 11,000 tonnes annually. All petrol
driven vehicles can use Bensin 95 containing 5 percent bioethanol without making
any adjustments to the engine or the fuel
system. (Statoil)

CONTINUES PAGE 13
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Exchange Rates
Norsk Kr.

5.6087

Dansk Kr.

5.121

Svensk Kr.

7.0395

Canadian $

1.0324

Euro		

0.6883

Oslo Børs:

Vinnere

(January 11 10)

Business

Navn			
Spectrum ASA		
Nordic Mining		
TTS Group		
Nexus Floating Production
AKVA Group		

Siste		
18,00		
1,35		
6,60		
0,73		
21,00		

%
25,00
16,38
14,78
12,31
10,53

Navn			
ScanArc ASA		
Faktor Eiendom		

Siste		
7,05		
1,77		
13,65		
0,98		
2,50		

%
-9,62
-6,84
-5,86		
-5,77
-5,66

Tapere

Unison Forsikring		

Oceanteam		
NattoPharma ASA		
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Norwegian tech companies leaving their
mark around the world

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Norway is an excellent market for
testing out new high-tech products.
However, we also have a few companies
with a global footprint. One of them is the
Comax Company. It is a global provider
of security solutions to leading digital TV
broadcasters in 80 countries, providing
advanced security for broadcasting via cable,
satelitte, IP, terrestial, and NMDS networks.
Conax technology was developed by
a Telenor R&D team and launched into
large-scale operations in 1992. Telenor has
telecom operations in 13 countries, 168
million mobile subscriptions worldwide and
is among the largest mobile operators in the
world. The Conax Company was established
in 1994 as an independent company.
Conax is headquartered in Oslo with
subsidiaries in the United States, India and
Germany, and sales and support offices in
Russia, Singapore, China, South Korea,
Brazil and Canada.
The mission is leading the way in
protecting and enhancing content distributors
service and business. The goal is to be the
world leader in offering high security for

Photo courtesy of Telenor.

Telenor Group and Norway’s HQ, Fornebu.

digital TV distribution. Leading the way is
Berit Svendsen. She holds a Master’s degree
in Technology from NTNU and MIT and has
been Executive Vice President and CTO of
Telenor. She joined Conax as CEO in May
2008.
Recently Evolution Digital LLC, a
leading supplier of digital solutions for
bandwidth reclamation and next generation
advanced set-top boxes based in Centennial,
Co. partnered with Conax to develop a
Multi-stream Cable CARD TM specific to
the North American cable market and were
recently awarded qualification by Cable
Labs(R). This is transatlantic relations in
practice!

Business News & Notes

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.

Seattle,WA

Global footprint

9194 (06/09)
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Statoil awarded wind contract for Dogger
Bank

The Crown Estate has announced that the
Forewind consortium, comprising Statoil,
Statkraft, SSE and RWE npower has been
named as the successful bidder for the largest zone in the third license round (Round 3)
for UK offshore wind farms, Dogger Bank.
(Statoil)

new routes were established; 30 in Denmark,
18 in Sweden and 15 new routes in Norway.
In December, Norwegian transported
815,562 passengers. This is an increase of
163,667 passengers or a 25 percent increase
from the same month last year.
(Norwegian Air)

Opera to bring more Web services to
connected devices

The twelve-month growth in the
credit indicator C2 was 4.8 percent to endNovember, down from 5.1 percent to endOctober. The decrease in debt growth came
from non-financial enterprises.
Non-financial
enterprises’ gross
domestic debt amounted to NOK 1.172
billion at end of November. The twelvemonth growth to end-November was -0.3
percent, down from 1.0 per cent to the
previous month.
The growth based on the three-month
moving average to the non-financial
gross debt was -2.3 percent for the period
September-November compared with the
previous three months. The fact that the
growth based on the three-month moving
average is lower than the twelve-month
growth could indicate that the twelve-month
growth will continue to fall.
Household gross domestic debt totaled
NOK 1.987 billion at end of November.
The twelve-month growth was 7.0 percent
to end of November, up from 6.7 percent to
the previous month. The rise in household
debt growth in the last two months has not
been higher since March 2006. (Statistics
Norway)

January is here and Opera is already
kicking production into high gear with three
Opera Devices product releases. During Las
Vegas’ annual Consumer Electronics Show
(CES) 2010, Opera will unveil two new
Software Development Kits (SDKs), the
Opera Devices 10.15 SDK for Linux and
Windows CE (WinCE) platforms, as well
as the company’s new standalone browser,
Opera Devices 10 for WinCE (beta).
Opera Devices remains in line with the
company’s browsers for desktop computers
and mobile phones, ensuring that the latest
developments in Web technology are ready to
be deployed on TVs, set-top boxes, portable
media players, Internet tablets, mobile
Internet devices and even car dashboards.
In addition to the Opera 10.15 SDKs,
Opera is introducing Opera Devices 10
for WinCE (beta), a new Web browser for
devices. This feature-rich, full Web browser
is based on the same user interface (UI)
recently released for Opera Mobile and
Opera Mini. As a part of Opera’s strategy
to unify the look and feel of its browser
products, Opera Devices 10 for WinCE
gives customers a market-ready solution
that delivers the power of Web technology to
nearly any device. (Opera)

10.8 million passengers flew with
Norwegian in 2009

SAS launches four new routes, adds
frequencies

Decline in enterprise debt growth

Norwegian experienced strong passenger
growth last year and flew 18 percent more
passengers than the previous year. In total, 63

SAS will launch four new routes during
2010, whilst adding frequencies on three
CONTINUES PAGE 13
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Bjørndalen in dominating Mass Start win

Bauer edges Northug

Photo: Team Northug

Fasterskier.com
Lukas Bauer (CZE) became the first
man to win two Tour de Ski titles, skiing
away from Petter Northug (NOR) on the
Final Climb for a clear victory at the Val di
Fiemme course in Italy, Jan. 10.
Entering the day, the big question was
what strength would win out – Bauer’s hill
climbing ability, or Northug’s determination
and finishing ability.
At the press conference following mass
start the day before, each man selected the
other as the favorite. But Northug was
proven correct.
The Final Climb featured a brutal threekilometer slog up the alpine slopes of the
Alpe Cermis, and with just an 8.3 second
lead heading into the stage, there was little
hope that Northug would get away from the
2008 winner.
Northug headed out of the gate fast
in soft, relatively sloppy conditions.   The
course started with a series of tough climbs,
before hitting the flat and gradual down run
to the alpine hill. Bauer closed steadily out
of the start and cut the lead in half by 1.5km.
At the 3k-mark, the two men were even.
Northug immediately let Bauer take the
lead, and the Czech was happy to oblige. He
won the mass start by skiing his own race and
did not fear Northug’s sprinting or penchant
for riding in back.
The two cruised through the easy
sections of the course, adding some seconds
to their lead on the chase pack.
With third place over 1:30 back, the
event was split into two race – the battle
for the victory, and the fight for third. The
former ended up being a bit of a flop – at
least from the drama standpoint. This year
there would be no cat and mouse on the
climb, no aggressive attack by Northug, and
no charge to the finish. On the first pitch of
the bi climb, just after the 6.6km time check,
Bauer accelerated slightly, and Northug was

Mykjåland to…
(…continued from page 1)

Championships runner-up relegated reigning
World Champion Helene Olafsen of Norway
to second place.
The ladies’ final brought up a massive
battle between the two riders. It went back
and fore in the duel of Jacobellis and Olafsen
—with the better end for Jacobellis. “When
we headed for the first steep bank I took
myself back as I had some problems with
this turn in my heats before and almost fell.
So I decided to find my speed somewhere
else.”

left behind.
Bauer skied smooth and relaxed, clearly
in control, while Northug struggled – his
technique deteriorated, and his face showed
the effort he was expending. From the
moment that Bauer broke away, it was clear
there would be no comeback for Northug.
Bauer impressively maintained his
strong pace to the end, despite his everwidening lead. He single-sticked the steepest
parts, in contrast to Northug, but kept
moving quickly, never trusting Northug’s
disapperance. For the first time, he looked
over his shoulder with 200 meters to go,
and seing no one, took a Czech flag in the
homestretch and crossed the line.
Even with the small celebration, Bauer
posted the fastest time of the day, 2.4
seconds better than Hellner, and 2.5 ahead of
Gaillard.
Bauer, humble and gracious to the end,
waited in the finish corral to shake hands
with Northug.
Bauer was confident in his shape after
yesterday’s strong performance, and while
he was understated at the finish, he did say he
knew he was a better climber than Northug,
and felt good entering the day.
When asked if he was surprised that
Northug couldn’t follow on the climb, Bauer
responded “my feeling was that he would
have a little problem in the uphill. Before the
race I said that his strength was sprinting and
mine was in the uphills. I gave it everything
for the victory.”
Northug realized quickly he could not
compete.
“I tried to follow Lukas all the way
but after first 500 – 600 m on the Cermis
I realized I did not have a chance. Than I
focused on fighting for second place. I did
not want to allow the second group behind to
catch me,” said Northug.”
With his performance in the mass start,
Northug easily won the Tour sprint cup over
his Norwegian teammate Simen Østensen.

In the end, the 24-years-old gained a
decisive lead securing her World Cup career’s
20th victory, her fourth in Bad Gastein after
2004, 2008 and 2009.
“I always have good luck here and do
well here. I’m happy to start my year like
this.”
In addition, second ranked Helene
Olafsen was also pretty stoked with her day
although the defeat in the final was a very
close one. “Lindsey was simply faster. I
made a mistake and almost fell. This is my
season’s first podium result so I’m happy,”
the 19-year-old said.

biathlonworld.com

Ole Einar Bjørndalen won the Men’s
Oberhof, Germany 15K Mass Start
competition in the dominating style that is
unique to him, taking the lead at a crucial
point and then leaving the field gasping for
their breath. He missed only one prone shot,
cleaned both standing stages, and then pulled
away from the field for a 37:12.7 win.
Second went to Tim Burke of the
United States, who missed single shots in
the second prone and first standing stages.
Burke finished 1:02.9 behind Bjørndalen.
Burke was 37.7 seconds ahead of third place
Tomasz Sikora of Poland in his best result of
the year, despite three penalties.
Both fourth place Evegeny Ustyugov
of Russia and fifth place Arnd Peiffer of
Germany had five penalties, finishing 1:49.2
and 1:55.9 back, respectively. Similarly,
sixth place Alexander Os of Norway and
seventh place Simon Fourcade of France
had four penalties each, finishing 2:03.9 and
2:04.4 back. Eighth went to Nicolay Kruglov
of Russia, with two penalties, 2:07.2 back.

$2,800

Norwegian Adventure Tour

Early Bird Special!
Book before Feb. 28,
2010 - $2,800 per person
double occupancy.
Regular Price $2,995
See website for details.

Trollhaugen Tours specializes in designing and
organizing group tours to the Nordic
countries. The tours can be customized for
church groups, genealogy groups, family
reunions, ski clubs and social clubs.

Trollhaugen Tours
Cindy and Magne Hatlevik

www.trollhaugentours.com · 651-264-1608

Bjørndalen may have dominated the
field, but he admitted that shooting in the fog
was very hard. “It was really difficult, because
with the fog, you could not absolutely see
the target. The outline was never clear. The
first prone I could not see very much and the
same for the second prone, when I missed
that shot. I did not have good feelings about
the final shots in the last stage either, but I
had a little luck and they went down.”
Burke, who equaled his personal best
from last month in Östersund, with second
place agreed with Bjørndalen about the
shooting conditions. “It was super rough on
that final standing stage. With his second
place today, Burke takes the Yellow Bib again
as the Overall World Cup leader. Bjørndalen
moves into fifth position, 74 points back.
Burke’s girlfriend, Andrea Henkel earlier
won the Women’s Mass Start. As he left the
press conference, he commented, “I think
Andrea is buying dinner tonight, since she
beat me and won more prize money!”

Escorted by Lady and the Troll
Booking Now!

Norway—A Hiker’s Paradise
With spectacular fjords, waterfalls and nature, Norway is a hiker’s
paradise. Magne, who is said to let no path go unexplored, has planned this trip
with plenty of hikes.
•
•
•
•
•

Climb to the top of the Olympic ski jump in Lillehammer.
Spectacular mountain hikes at Stalheim.
Historic Bergen Hanseatic wharf.
Scenic hikes on Bergen’s Fløyen Mountain.
Hiking tour of Oslo, including Frognerparken sculptor park.
Check out www.trollhaugentours.com for more information.

August 20—30, 2010

creative media alliance

powering norway.com

branding
print
web
video
creativemediaalliance.com
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SAM & ELLIE

My deceased mother Ruby, with her parents Lena and Klaus
and brothers Ralph (on left), Ernie (on right) and the only one
with a broad smile, Uncle Fred! Uncle Fred is my only uncle
still living and has smiled his way to 94 years old.

My favorite uncle, Fred, hopped
the train from Browning, Montana and
traveled to Seattle for the Holidays. Over
the years, he has spent several Christmas
vacations with our family however this
was the best visit of them all. At 94 years
old, his mind is as sharp as a knife – with
him being able to remember details and
events going back to the 1920s. For seven
straight days, I took the opportunity to grill
him about everything from his past and my
heritage.
He is the last surviving uncle on either
side of my family and I highly value my
time with him. During his visit, I found
that Fred and I share so many similarities.
It seemed the more questions I asked, the
more we had in common, and the more
our bond grew. In the military, he was
involved in food service, as I was. And,
he spent some time at a very obscure fort
in Mississippi, as I did. As a youngster,
his favorite subjects were journalistic in
nature, as were mine. Most surprising of
all of our similar experiences was that
during his teenage years and after, he was
a very enthusiastic tournament traveling
tennis player. Tennis has been my passion
for 40 years and I had no idea that Fred had
ever picked up a tennis racquet. I still find
that similarity not only amazing but very,

Record number…
(…continued from page 1)

In 2009, a total of 4,359 people
without legal residence were sent out of the
country—that’s 1,468 more people than in
2008. Of the deportees, 1,019 left the country
voluntarily. The remaining 3,340 had to be
sent out of the country with the assistance

By Ray Helle
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Uncle Fred (right) competing in a tennis tournament
in Texas, 1942.

heartwarming as well.
As a youngster, Uncle Fred worked
in the coal mines, the grocery store and of
course on the ranch that my grandparents
had in Round Up, Montana. He attended
a one- room school that was right out of
the prairie-life storybooks. One night the
schoolhouse went up in flames and the
next day, without any problem, the one
room schoolhouse was moved to another
little shack on the prairie.
Most of my questions for Fred were
about my grandmother and grandfather,
Lena and Klaus. Lena was the daughter
of a very powerful general in Norway and
because of some negative experiences,
she was insistent that not one of her four
boys would be serving in the U.S. military.
When Pearl Harbor was hit and the draft
adopted, all four brothers were off to
war. Only Uncle Ernie was sent home to
Montana because his skill in the copper
mines was needed to make ammunition for
the military.
Lena was known to be the “general”
of the family. In fact, when Klaus took
up pipe smoking at the age of 32, Lena
would often find his pipes lying around the
house and throw them into the fire. Upon
arriving home from work, Klaus would
always ask the boys if they had seen his
of law enforcement. The largest groups were
people a criminal background from Romania
and Lithuania. Many Nigerians were sent out
because they did not have legal residence.
In addition, 79 Iraqis were sent out after
Norway signed a search agreement with
Iraq. Of the deported, 1,463 people were sent
to other countries in Europe, because the
former is registered as asylum seekers there.

pipes. According to Fred, the tobacco
Klaus used was so strong that it “made my
hair stand straight.”
Lena was also known for her
wonderful singing voice. Not only did she
sing at the Lutheran Church, but folks of
Norwegian background would travel from
quite a distance to visit the ranch and hear
her “home” concerts. According to Uncle
Fred, Lena knew hundreds and hundreds of
Norwegian songs that she would perform
for the visitors. My mother had a terrific
voice as well and now I know where she
got her excellent talent.
The most pleasant surprise of Uncle
Fred’s stay was when he was reading a
current issue of the Norwegian American
Weekly. There he sat on the couch, looked
up from the paper he was reading and said,
“You know my mom never missed an
issue of that Norwegian paper that came
out of somewhere in Iowa.” And, when
he said that, I immediately connected to
Grandma Lena, because as a subscriber
to the Decorah Posten, she was part of the
heritage that the Weekly can claim!
I sincerely hope your Holidays were
as special as mine.
All the best,
Jake Moe
Most were sent to Italy, Spain and Sweden.
Police Immigration Unit aimed to
transport 4,150 people out of Norway,
voluntarily or forcibly. They exceeded their
goal with 209 more than the target, sent out.
The police also finance the trip for
asylum seekers who return to their homeland
voluntarily. Therefore, these are also included
in police statistics.
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Op Ed

Letters to the Editor:
Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:

Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief • j.moe@norway.com • 7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115

Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
I am a senior at Washington University
in St. Louis. For the past two years, I have
been working on a historical novel about
Their Majesties King Harald and Queen
Sonja’s relationship in the 1960s. I am
looking for someone who would be willing
to assist with some of my research by reading
some sections of a book in Norwegian and
discussing them with me. If there’s anyone
who is interested, please contact me by e-mail
at rrwisdom@wustl.edu or by phone at (314)
838-3834. We can discuss compensation at
that time.
Thank you,
Rachel Wisdom
St. Louis, MO
Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
We just wanted to give you and your
readers an update about things going on at
the American-Scandinavian Foundation.
Richard E. Oldenburg and Bernt Reitan
were elected Co-Chairmen of the Board of
The American-Scandinavian Foundation
(ASF) at its recent Annual Meeting. They
succeed Bård E. Bunaes, who served as
Chairman from 2006 to 2009. ASF President
Edward P. Gallagher commented that “As
we look toward our centennial year in 2011,
the ASF is enormously fortunate that two
outstanding leaders have agreed to share the
responsibility for guiding us into our second
century. These men each bring outstanding
accomplishments and skills in the areas of
business, management, the arts, and public
service.”   
Mr. Oldenburg has been an Executive
Trustee of the ASF since 1996 and has
chaired its Art and Program Committee
since its inception in 2000 with the opening
of Scandinavia House. He served as Deputy
Chairman of the ASF from 2007-2009
and has been a member of the Executive
Committee since 2007. A recipient of the
ASF Cultural Award in 1996, Mr. Oldenburg
was Director of the Museum of Modern Art,
New York, from 1972-1994, and continues
his association with the museum as Director
Emeritus and an Honorary Trustee. From
1995 through 2000, he was Chairman
of Sotheby’s North and South America,
subsequently becoming Honorary Chairman,
and presently a Consultant to Sotheby’s.
Born in Sweden, Mr. Oldenburg came to

the United States as a child when his father
was appointed Consul General of Sweden
in Chicago. A graduate of Harvard College,
Mr. Oldenburg has also served as a member
and President of the University’s Board of
Overseers.
Mr. Reitan was elected an Executive
Trustee of the ASF in 2004, and has served as
a member its Audit Committee. He has also
served numerous times as Corporate Chair
for the annual ASF Gala Dinner. Mr. Reitan
is currently the Executive VP & President
Global Primary Products of aluminum
industry leader Alcoa. Before joining the
Alcoa management team in 2000, he was a
member of corporate management at Elkem
ASA in Norway for more than a decade. Over
the years Mr. Reitan has served on various
boards, most recently the board of directors
of Royal Caribbean Cruise Line in the
United States and Yara in Norway. He is also
a member of the board of IAI (International
Aluminum Institute) and has served on the
board of other industry associations. Born
in Norway, Mr. Reitan earned his master’s
degree in civil engineering from Technical
University Trondheim in 1971.   
The Board also elected Bente Svensen
Frantz to the position of Deputy Chair. An
Executive Trustee of the ASF since 1998,
Mrs. Frantz has served on the Executive
Committee since 2001, as Vice Chair for
Norway from 2003-2009, and as Chair of the
Scandinavia House Operations Committee
since 2006. She was a Co-Chair of the
ASF Norway Centennial Ball in 2005. Mrs.
Frantz currently serves on the boards of Girls
Incorporated of New York City, The Spence
School, and The Shelter Island Educational
Foundation. A native of Norway, Mrs. Frantz
received her bachelor’s degree from Mt.
Holyoke College. Other officers elected
or re-elected at the Annual Meeting are:
Edward P. Gallagher, President; Edward
E. Elson, Vice Chairman for Denmark;
Linda Nordberg, Vice Chairman for
Finland; Kristján T. Ragnarsson, MD, Vice
Chairman for Iceland; Bård E. Bunaes,
Vice Chairman for Norway; Lena Biörck
Kaplan, Vice Chairman for Sweden;
Robin Chandler Duke, Vice Chairman
for the United States; Christian R. Sonne,
Treasurer; and Lynn Carter, Executive Vice
President and Secretary. Also at the ASF
Annual Meeting, eight new members of the
Board of Trustees were elected. Those based

in the United States are Magnus Gustafsson,
President, Atlantika, Inc. and Consul General
of Iceland to the U.S. from 2005-2008; Lisa
Resling Halpern, Executive Vice President
and General Manager, Euro-Center USA;
Jesper Bo Hansen, President, TORM USA
LLC; Hans Christian Kjelsrud, Executive
Vice President and General Manager, Nordea
Bank, New York Branch; and Hon. Michael
M. Wood, Chair, Redwood Investments and
U.S. Ambassador to Sweden from 20062009. New Trustees based in Scandinavia
are Pontus Bonnier, Vice Chairman of
the Board, Bonnier AB, and President,
Boninvest, Sweden; Jonas Kleberg, Chief
Executive Officer, Soya Group, Sweden; and
Arne Alexander Wilhelmsen, Chairman of
the Board, AWILHELMSEN Management
AS, Norway.
If any of your readers would like to know
more about the American-Scandinavian
Foundation they can visit us online at http://
www.amscan.org/ or give us a call at (212)
879-9779. Wishing everyone a happy new
year!
Sincerley,
Lynn Carter
American-Scandinavian Foundation
Dear Editor,
Happy New Year! I believe that in
2010, we must choose cooperation over fear.
President Roosevelt once said during World
War II, “The only thing we have to fear, is
fear itself.” Fear can overwhelm us to the
point of isolation and failure to act.
In any bureaucracy, there are “turf
battles,” where one department will not
share information with another department,
because they do not want to give up their
power and control. I saw this in the pentagon
where I served in the Navy and again in
private industry where I worked for a national
insurance company in San Francisco. I have
experienced it with every organization I have
become involved with over the years.
We can not allow fear to overcome us.
So I urge you in this new year, to choose
hope over fear, love over hatred, and respect
over prejudice. Have a Happy New Year!
Sincerely,
David Moe
Juneau, Alaska

15. januar
Astrid Olafson
Everett WA
Helen Ruen
Decorah IA
Norma Pedersen Melick
Oldwick NJ
Gunnar Solbjørg Vestre Gausdal Norway
Astrid Bjerke
Oslo Norway
Mary T Vangsnes
Moose Jaw Sask Can
Verla Aamodt Keeling
Cedar Rapids IA
Gordon Walvik-Nielssen
Beaverton OR
16. januar
Anne Graven Aws
Madison MN
Karl Heistein
Poulsbo WA
Inga Bersos
Seattle WA
Oscar Fuglestad
Cashmere WA
Berit Røsand
Steinkjer Norge
Lydia Almquist
Minneapolis MN
William E Mansell
Springfield OR
17. januar
Mrs Carl Nelson
Staughton WI
Herman A Olson
Olympia WA
Jonas Motland
Anaconda MT
Gustav Carlson
Toledo OH
Lawrence C Olson
Tumwater WA
18. januar
Alice Bjorvand
Tveit Norway
Palmer Knutson
Ferryville WI
Duane C Hedal
Great Falls MT
Otto Eik
Lombard IL
Anna Storlie Lawrence
Everett WA
Bell Lirhus
LaCosta CA
Stella Haugland
Moorhead MN
19. januar
Adelheid Marie Haugan Price Springboro OH
Jeffrey Johnson
Seattle WA
Axel Gidlof
Los Angeles CA
Helga Nelson
Spokane WA
John Husaby
Cannon Falls MN
Erna Mayfield
Newport News VA
Kari Jensen
Ventura CA
20. januar
Thorwald Kamp
Minneapolis MN
Arvid Lingaas
Edmonds WA
21. januar
Alf L Knudsen
Mukilteo WA
Faith Skindelien
New London MN
Arne M Tandberg
Spokane WA
Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free,
but must be submitted at least
one month in advance.

Han Ola Og Han Per
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The Taste of Norway

Nordic Delicacies
“A taste of Norway in the heart of Brooklyn!”

Helped by Web site, Baxter, Minn.,
couple travel widely for lutefisk

6909 Third Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
Phone: (718) 748-1874 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com

Scandinavian Specialties
Bringing you the finest quality
Scandinavian Foods and Gifts

Largest Scandinavian
Store in the West!
www.scanspecialties.com
6719 15th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: 206-784-7020 or toll free at 1-877-784-7020
We ship via UPS. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Call for product list.

Follow us on

Photo: Brainerd Dispatch, Steve Kohls

TM

www.twitter.com/NAWeekly
Look for updates from the news room, special online offers, and more!
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This Dec. 30, 2009 shows Baxter, Minn. residents Mavis and Len Brown, right, use an online list of
lutefisk dinners to help plan their yearly schedule. The couple attends numerous lutefisk dinners across
the Midwest and in Arizona each year, where it is imported from Minnesota.

Renee Richardson
Brainerd Dispatch

Len and Mavis Brown have traveled
400 miles from their home in a single day
for a Scandinavian feast.
They’ve also found it outside of
Phoenix. But natives of Norway they met
during travels there had no idea what they
were talking about.
Lutefisk.
The much-maligned fish, often served
during the holidays, deserves a better
reputation beyond lutefisk enthusiasts, the
Browns contend. And it may be all in the
cook’s experience. Lutefisk’s taste is hard to
pin down. The Browns describe it as mildflavored white fish. But it’s best, they said,
when firm, even flaky. Soft or jelly-like,
over-cooked lutefisk may be best left on the
plate.
And the Browns should know. The
Baxter couple typically travel the region in
search of a good lutefisk church dinner. In
2007, they went to 13 lutefisk dinners. In
2008, there were an even dozen. With a few
days left in 2009, the Browns had taken in
eight lutefisk dinners and were making plans
to get in their first of 2010 in January.
“It’s really sort of a fun thing, and the
people that are at these dinners — they enjoy
it,” Len said. “It’s almost entertainment for
us to go to these things, and we enjoy the
food.”
Two of the best on their list are in
Lake country at Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church in Pequot Lakes, Minn., and First
Lutheran Church in Pine River., Minn. They
recommend the lutefisk with milk gravy and
melted butter, salt and pepper.
Think of it, they said, as Norwegian
lobster. It comes with homemade meatballs,
lefse, boiled potatoes, coleslaw and desserts
such as pie and cookies. At Trinity Lutheran
Church in Milaca, the dinner has included
Swedish potato sausage and ham and nearly

10 different Christmas cookies. In Scandia,
the 150-year-old church fellowship hall
includes roasted Swedish brown beans with
the meal. There is even an Election Night
lutefisk dinner in Staples. Often, the dinners
are combined with bake or craft sales.
The Browns both started eating lutefisk
as children. Len, who is 100 percent
Norwegian, grew up in Remer, Minn. Mavis,
half Norwegian and half Swedish, grew up
in Fargo. The couple, now married 51 years,
met at Augsburg College in Minneapolis.
The charm of the churches, servers in
traditional Norwegian attire and the mix
of young and old from the congregation
involved in the dinner all make the feast
more than just a plate of lutefisk.
But the Browns also enjoy the helpings
of the fish. They attended church dinners,
but it wasn’t until they discovered an online
list that they began planning out trips for the
delicacy.
At
www.lutefiskloverslifeline.com,
prepared by Jim “Nordblad” Harris, they
found dinners listed across the upper
Midwest, in snowbird country and across
the U.S. in Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Illinois,
Montana, Arizona, California, Florida,
Washington and Texas. Cafes rub shoulders
with Lutheran churches and fraternal clubs
and other organizations on the list. About 23
pages worth. The dinners typically cost $13
to $17.
When the Browns lived in Phoenix
they found the lutefisk dinners had migrated
along with the snowbirds, with meals offered
in Mesa and Scottsdale where the Sons of
Norway Lodge is called the Desert Fjord.
The Browns plan to take in some lutefisk in
February, when they are in Arizona.
“I think he is addicted to lutefisk, to tell
the truth,” Mavis said of her husband and
smiled.
The Browns have traveled to Norway
twice and loved the country and the city of
CONTINUES PAGE 14

Travels to Norway

Across Telemark to
the Hardanger

9

Cousins travel to Norway and
experience and the charm and
mystique of the beautiful fjords
Janni Belgum
Sicamous, B.C.

My cousin Joyce Johnson and I first
visited Norway, from which half of our
ancestors came in 2002 and were now in
Norway again. We had flown into Stockholm,
rented a car, and had driven north and south
in Sweden—another tale for another day.
Then we drove west to Norway to be
there for May 17 where we have a joint
family connection in Ulnes in Valdres,
northeast of Oslo. That had been a great
time. The community assembles on a family
farm on the Ivar’s Haug around the bust of a
local boy who made good: Ole Hendrikson
Fladager. While he did most of his work in
Rome, Italy, some of his sculptures are in
the National Gallery in Oslo. It is a source
of family pride that he was the baby brother
of my great-great-grandmother Rangdi
Hendriksdatter Fladager.
After a few more days in Ulnes we
drove back to Oslo to drop off relatives who
had to fly back home and then took off for
Telemark. We had planned on driving to
Odda on the Hardanger from Valdres via the
E-16 west through Vang, over the Flyafell to
Lærdal to visit the Borgund stave Church and
down to the Eidford part of the Hardanger,
turning south down the east side of its
Sorfjord. Now we were well south of that
road. Now we were where we thought we
would end up! But there was another way, by
the southern route through Telemark.
We decided to visit Tinn, Telemark,
where Joyce had family from the famous
Luraas family of rosemalers as well as
the family of Showshoe Thompson, who
delivered mail to California over the Sierra
Nevadas in winter some 150 years ago. We
were shown the ruins of the cottage where
Snowshoe had been born as well as other
notable family remains like the ancient
stabbur from the 17th century.
After the delightful time in Tinn, we
headed for the west coast and Hardanger.
We had to go alongside the south part of the
Hardangervidda where we passed countless
small huts that probably had been well used
for cross-country skiing during the winter.
That terrain seemed endless; but after going
over one pass we hit the Røldal valley and
the ancient stave church there. It is a relative
oasis—beautifully green—in the middle of
the still wintered Hardangervidda. I later
learned that I did have ancestors in this part
of the country that was so isolated from the
rest of Norway.
At some point we got to the Haukeli
flya, the pass of the Hawk. That was a grind,
though not as bad as it might have been in
earlier years as we went up and around and
around through a tunnel. When we got out of
the tunnel, we found a rocky and still quite

snowy landscape; but it began to green up
as we descended. And such lush green was
displayed. By the time we got to a more or
less flat road, down out of the mountains,
we were in high spring time, including
rushing waterfalls. We passed Låtefoss, a
spectacular waterfall that comes down right
against the road. As we continued the drive
to Odda and the sea, we would pass other
smaller waterfalls dripping off the steep high
walls of the valley.
We had reservations at the Hardanger
Hotel in Odda right down town against
the docks. The hotel has expanded onto
the house site where my great-grandfather,
Knute Torgerson, was born in 1850. I had
really wanted to stay there. We got the
stateroom right above the actual site of the
house. There were two large beds and then a
boardroom that had a spectacular view out at
the harbour and north up the fjord.
We did not have many days in or around
Odda so after a brief stop at the hotel, we
took off for a family farm called Aga, that
is now a tourist site. While it was too early
in the season for many tourists, it was a
beautiful drive. Apple trees were blooming
and covered with white blossoms.
Finally we got to Aga. It is now called
Agatunet with a series of old homes.
The oldest one was the house of Herr
(Baron) Sigurd Brynjulfson, dating from
the 13th century. As I understand, this is
the oldest large house, storstova, still on its
original site in Norway. The building was
made of rock on one side and big timbers
through out. Large planks of the doors were
held together with intricate ironwork. Outside
the house was a plaque that was a copy of
the gravestone of the Baron in his chain mail
armour. That was a surprise. I wondered if
I am a descendant of the baron, but I suspect
not. Though there are others from this large
farm of whom I am a descendant. Being there
was quite a wonderful experience, walking
on the ground of ancestors.
The old buildings themselves, houses,
sheds and such, were set sort of close together
but not in a pattern I could discern. While
most were weathered or unpainted, as far as
I could determine, some were unexpectedly
painted in a riotous red. What with the green
of the early spring grass and emerging leaves,
the white of the apple blossoms and the pink
of rhododendrons, the colors were notable.
The whole site was rather mind boggling in
that it was so far from Odda, which itself is
rather isolated. I was so pleased that we had
taken the time to go.

Photo:Janni Belgum

Photo: Gaby Bohle/Innovation Norway

Photo: Gaby Bohle/Innovation Norway

JANUARY 15, 2010 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

10

Roots and Connections
Norwegian American Weekly

Photo of the Week

L-R: Kristen Steele, our daughter; Jeffrey, our grandson; Kari, our granddaughter,
Nancy Winsor (Mormor) and Gordon Winsor (Morfar) in ????? on Dec. 27, 2009. Nancy
purchased the T-shirts as Christmas gifts during our fall promotion.

What did you pay for that?

$3.52 USD
is the sale price for
a 20 oz. bottle of
Heinz ketchup
in Norway.

$2.69 USD

is the median price for
a 36 oz. bottle of
Heinz ketchup
in the U.S.

LØSER-X 2

av Jørn Andersen

VANNRETT:
7. Som er oppkommet på et annet sted
9. Som lever i ulike områder
12. Som gjelder den gammelgreske fastlandskultur
13. Som kan bruke venstre og høyre hånd like godt
14. Som beveger seg i halvtonetrinn
15. Som kan utvikles
16. Som bare kan leve under meget ensartet temperatur
17. Som stammer fra planteriket
18. Som ikke reflekterer lysstråler
27. Som holder noe sammen
28. Som gjelder den motsatte siden av kroppen
30. Som går fra saltvann til ferskvann for å gyte
31. Som hører til hjerne og ryggmarg
32. Som ikke skyldes levende organismers virksomhet
33. Som gjelder alderdomsforskning
34. Som er dannet av de indre vevdeler hos en plante
35. Som gir adgang til å avtale at andre regler enn
lovens skal gjelde mellom partene

The NAME Game

JANUARY 15: Laurits, Laura

Ole and
Lena
Ole and Lena won a trip to
Paris. While on a conducted tour
of the famed Louvre Museum, Ole
and Lena wandered away from the
crowd. When they came upon the

Did you know?

Random facts about Norway
The Norwegian monarchy dates back
more than one thousand years. Harald
Fairhair, regarded as the first Norwegian
king, united the petty kingships of
Norway into a single realm in about 885.
From the time of Harald Fairhair until the
present day, Norway has had more than
60 named sovereigns. The current King
belongs to the House of Glücksburg,
which has ruled Norway since 1905.

Vinter Moro - Printed Jan. 8, 2010

centuries-old statue of the Venus
de Milo, Ole nervously grabbed
Lena by the sleeve, saying,
“Come on, Lena. We had
better get out of here or they might
think we were the ones who broke
the arms off.”
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LODDRETT:
1. Farvestift
2. Flage
3. Mengde av turister
4. Insekt
5. Bartrær
6. Blomsterplante
8. Byboer
10. Snøhvite, matte og sprø blader
11. Avholdenhet
19. Instument
20. Sykdom
21. Forpliktelse
22. Kjenner
23. “Forteller”
24. Engstykke av viss størreise
25. Den som på kjøpers vegne avtaler tømmerhandel
26. Følelsesmessig frigjøring
29. Pinne

The name comes from the Latin “man
or woman from Laurentum.” This is also
the origin of hte Norwegian name Lars. St.
Laurentius was a male nurse in Rome. He
suffered a martyr’s death, burned at the stake
in the year 258.

JANUARY 16: Hjalmar, Hilmar

Hjalmar is composed of the Old Norse
hjalmr-hjelm/helmet, and -ar, a last syllable
frequently used in Old Norse names, -arr
which in turn comes from the Proto Norse
harjar- stridsmann/warrior. Hilmar is a more
recent name, deriving from Hilmir-som bærer
hjelm/who wears a helmet. It could also be
an abbreviated version of Hildemar or the
German Heilmar.

JANUARY 17: Anton, Tønnes, Tony

Anton is an abbreviated form of
Antonus, a Latin family name, e.g. Marcus
Antonius. The name means “blomstrende/
blooming, flourishing” and has been used in
Norway since the 1700s.
Tønnes is a Norwegian version of
Antonius. Other variations include Anthony,
Antonio and Tony.

JANUARY 18: Hildur, Hild
Hildur is an Icelandic form of Hild,
which in turn comes from the Old Norse
hildr - strid/struggle, fight, battle. Hildr

was also the name of one of the Valkyries.
Variations of the name include Hilda and
Hilde. It is also traditionally a Memorial
Day for Hilda of Whitby, and English
abbess.
JANUARY 19: Marius, Margunn

Marius is a Roman family name. The
origin is probably mare - hav/ocean in the
seagoing sense.
The female name Margunn, is composed
of two names mare and gunn - hav, sjø/ocean,
sea and strid/strife.

JANUARY 20: Line, Lina

These are abbreviated forms of Karoline/
Karolina which derive from Carolus, a
“Latinized” version of the Old Norse name
Karl - fri mann/ free man. Variations include
Carol and Karla, but these may be abbreviated
forms of Nikoline/Nikolina.

JANUARY 21: Agnes, Agnete

The names come from the Greek agnos
- ren, jomfruelig/ pure, virginal. Used in
Norway since the 1200s.
The Roman Saint Agnes suffered a
martyr’s death at age 12 because she refused
all attepts to force her into prositution. She
was tormented and tortured to death in Rome
in the year 304.
In the Middle Ages, St. Agnes was
considered the Patron Saint of Chasitity.
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of

Just a minute

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Sigrunn Nilsine Olaussen
June 30, 1926 - December 24, 2009

Sigrunn Nilsine Olaussen, 83, of Everett,
Wash. passed away Dec. 24, 2009. Born
June 30, 1926 in Norway, she and husband
Jens K. immigrated to the United States in
I953. She is survived by her husband, Jens
of 63 years, three children: Sonja Olaussen,

Nils Tore Larsen
November 26, 1924 - January 6, 2010

Nils
Tore
Larsen passed away
peacefully Jan. 6
in Mount Vernon,
Wash. He was
born in Tønsberg,
Norway on Nov.
26, 1924 to Nils
and Mayn. He is
survived by his son
Bjørn (Nancy) and
daughter Berit and grandchildren – Erika
(Julie), Bjørn Jr. (Laura), Heidi (Jonathan)
and Melissa.
He is also survived by his sister AnneMarie, sisters-in-law Solveig Svartangen,
Ase Sorensen and Gudrun Sorensen in
Norway. And many loving nieces, nephews
and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his loving
wife of 53 years, Astri, his parents Nils and
Mayn, his in-laws, Alf and Petra Sorensen,
his sister Berit and her husband Leif,
brothers-in-law – Stener, Ole and Anders.
Nils and Astri were married Oct. 23,
1951. They left Norway in 1959 with their
two children and moved to Edmonds, Wash.

Encouraging columns by the late Pastor Per W. Larsen, brought back to life
after being previously printed in the Norway Times.
Bellingham, Bjorn (Karen) Olaussen, MN,
Laila (Randy) Molvik, Lynnwood and 6
grandchildren: Kjell (Krista) McCown, Siri,
Terje and Karsten Molvik, Lars and Betsy
Olaussen.

He worked in the construction industry as a
painter and had his own company for many
years and retired from the Painters Local
#339. Nils was affiliated with the Masonic
Lodge in Edmonds and achieved the 32nd
degree as a Mason.
While living in Edmonds, Nils and Astri
were active at Christ Lutheran Church, as
well as square dancing with the Checkerboard
Squares and playing lots and lots of cards
with family and friends. Nils was the Scout
Master for Troop # 302 and had six of his
scouts achieve the Eagle Award including his
son.
They belonged to the Sons of Norway
Lodge in Ballard and in 1977 built a cabin
at Norway Park. Nils held a number of
positions on the Norway Park Board, but his
favorite was being the Park Forester, because
he loved working in the woods. He also
enjoyed woodworking – handcrafting many
items for his family.
Nils will be sadly missed by all his
family and many, many friends.
Du er nå med Mor – Vi elsker deg – Sov
godt begge to.

Karl Johan Strand
February 6, 1917 - June 27, 2009
He lived life as a true Norse. Devoted
to his love Ellen, she and Karl raised two
great sons to carry on the family name. Karl
was a native of Norway, a direct descendent
of the Vikings. His proudest moment was
when he became an American citizen. Some
of the things Karl rarely talked about was
his history during the wars and the jobs he
had after becoming a machinist. Karl was
a member of the famed “Viking” Battalion,
a special unit of the 99th Infantry Battalion
Separate.

A young preacher was visiting a
woman who had been bedridden for 25
years with aches and pains. He had a tender
heart and felt some words of comfort might
be of value to her. He told her how sorry he
was to see her suffer. But the patient said
with a smile, “My friend, I know you mean
well, but I need no pity. God is close by me
every day, He gives me the strength I need,
and He is good, always good.” The thorn
had been changed to roses in her life and
the sweet fragrance filled the room where
she lay as a testimony to God’s supporting

SOlie

grace. When God is using the trials of
His children a blessing for others, their
suffering becomes in the deepest sense
Christ suffering. Often I have been standing
by the sickbed of a believer asking, “Why
should this God-fearing person have to
suffer like this?” Often they have given me
their own answer to their problem: “Christ
suffered so much for me, shouldn’t I also
be able to suffer a little for Him?” Such an
answer isn’t easily discarded. (Read Peter
1:6-9)

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159
kong olav v’s kirke

SjømannSkirken
The Norwegian Church in New York
317 east 52nd street (Betw. 1st & 2nd aves.)
new york, ny 10022
(212) 319-0370 • newyork@sjomannskirken.no
Åpningstider: man - tors: 11-18, fre - søn: 12-17
W W W. k j e r k a . c o m

gudstjenester: gudStjeneSte 17. januar
Karl made valves on the first nuclear
powered submarine, “The Nautilus.” He also
made valves used on the first space mission
to the moon. Karl also held a U.S. Coast
Guard License of third engineer for vessels
of any horsepower.
He loved to play the violin and
accordian.
Karl and Ellen had many happy times
at their local Sons of Norway lodge in
California.

Lilly Ingeborg (Strand) Moen
June 7, 1921 - December 31, 2009

With great sadness we announce the
passing of Lilly on New Year’s Eve at 88
years old. She was born at the Strand home
in Spokane on June 7, 1921, surrounded by
her five brothers who loved, teased and cared
for their baby sister. After graduating from
Edison Grade School, Libby Junior High, and
Lewis and Clark High School, she moved to
Seattle in 1945 and worked as a spectographer
for Boeing. She married Anders Moen in
1958 and they worked together at their
Scandinavian Imports stores in downtown
Seattle, Seattle Center and Bellevue. Their
son Jon-Anders was born in 1961. As a
parent she served as PTA President, Nurses
Aide, Room Mother, Cub Scout Mother
and received the prestigious Acorn Award.
Numerous organizations include: lifetime
membership to Beta Sigma Phi, Swedish
Women’s Chorus since 1953, Vannerna
Circle at Swedish Cultural Center (formerly
the Swedish Club), Frihet Lodge No. 401,

Can life’s trials be meaningful?

VASA Order of America, Nordic Heritage
Museum Foundation, Norna Women’s
Auxillary of Sons of Norway, Inga Frodesen
Guild at Norse Home (where she lived at her
passing), Krigsseilers, Gethsemane Lutheran
Church and Ballard First Lutheran Church.
She held several offices, including President,
within these organizations many times. In
1980, Seattle celebrated the 20th anniversary
of the Nordic Festival at Seattle Center and
Lilly had the great honor of being the sole
greeter and hostess to Sweden’s King Carl
Gustaf XVI and Queen Sylvia during their
tour of the Scandinavian exhibits. Pleasurable
moments were spent planting flowers,
crocheting afghans and taking friends to
the Kaffe Stua in the Sons of Norway hall.
During her adventurous walk through life
Lilly was truly a gentle soul whose kindness
touched literally thousands.

Gudstjeneste i new York: Hver søndag kl.11. Velkommen
til gudstjeneste! Vi har tilbud om søndagsskole for barna parallelt med
gudstjenesten. Etter gudstjenesten serverer vi kirkekaffe.
Gudstjeneste i washinGton, d.C.: Vi feirer gudstjeneste
i Washington DC, søndag 14. februar kl. 15.00. Emmanuel Lutheran Church,
7730 Bradley Blvd (krysset mellom Seven Locks Rd. og Bradley Blvd) i
Bethesda, Maryland.
What’s happening:

risGrøt på kirken: Hver lørdag kl. 13-16. Risgrøt og rød saft
kan nytes på kirken hver lørdag fra september til april måned. Én lørdag hver
måned inviterer vi spesielt familier til sjømannskirken for å spise grøt sammen
og treffe andre familier i New York-området. Det blir lesestund for store og små
barn, med litteratur fra Norge, og vi hygger oss med tradisjonell, hjemmelaget
risgrøt. Velkommen!
unG i new York: 17. january kl. 18. Ung i New York er en gruppe studenter, au-pairer og andre unge nordmenn i New York. Aldersgruppe ca 16-35
år. Gjennom året består samlingene av f.eks. grillkvelder, quiz- og filmkvelder,
konserter, middager med tradisjonell norsk mat, bowlingturnering, fotballtur,
skitur osv. Vi håper du blir med på våre arrangementer. The more the merrier!
nattklubb: 21. januar fra kl. 19. “Nattklubben” er en kvinneforening
som samles til en matbit, litt småprat og som særlig jobber med forberedelser
til kirkens årlige julebasar. Har du lyst til å finne mer ut om hva som skjer på
“Nattklubben”, er du er hjertelig velkommen til å ta turen innom kirken en av
Nattklubb-kveldene. Ta gjerne med en venninne!
lunsjsuppe: 27. januar kl. 12. Én onsdag i måneden serverer vi hjemmelaget suppe og nybakt grovbrød på sjømannskirken.
trygve Lie gaLLery:
www.trygveliegallery.com
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Arts and Entertainment

Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner
Sons of Norway Normanna Lodge
in Everett, Washington

January 23 12-5 p.m.
Advance tickets available at Normanna Hall!

Adults: $20
Kids 10
& Under:
Free!

Back again so soon
Norway’s giften pianist Leif Ove Andsnes
returned to New York at the end of December

Normanna Hall • 2725 Oaks Ave • Everett, WA
For more information, contact Kevin Hegge at (425) 252-0291

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

The Scandinavian Hour

Else Hvistendahl
New York, N.Y.

Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

AIR - SEA - LAND

For all your travel needs: cruise specialists, domestic and international
travel for individuals, groups and conventions

Always at the best possible prices!

In a quick turn-around, Norway’s
highly admired pianist Leif Ove Andsnes
returned to New York in December 2009
and January 2010. It was unusual to have
the popular Norwegian musician perform in
Avery Fisher Hall so soon after his previous
appearance in New York’s Lincoln Center.
David Mermelstein of the Wall Street
Journal, who recently interviewed Andsnes,
said this of him: “The Norwegian pianist
rediscovers Mozart and pushes the envelope
with radical multimedia.”
One of the themes in focus was

Jazz Lib...

(…continued from page 1)

Fax: (718) 238-3604 • Tel: (718) 748-7400 • toll free @ 1-800-822-5838
Full Service
Agency
With Experienced
7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn
NY 11209
• gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!

Our Experienced
daily specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel

Our daily specials and regularly updated information
help ayou make
wise travel
decisions in
a constantly changing world!
decisionswill in
constantly
changing
world!

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

Verrazano TraVel & leisure
1 (718) 979-6641

Photo: Lorenzo Aglus

New York had the rare treat of hosting Leif Ove Andsnes in performances at Avery Fisher Hall and
Lincoln Center, with in just a few weeks of each other.

F^eje0I$:h[li`´

inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

HiKE$$$

Take a
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3421 TELEGRAPH AVE — OAKLAND, CA 94609
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

Featuring great Nordic products
Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
and more!

Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com
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American premiers of three of Norway’s
leading jazz ensembles at Portland, Oregon’s
historic Norse Hall, home of Sons of Norway
chapter Grieg Lodge, which is a sponsor of
the festival.
The line-up of this Norwegian-focused
“festival within a festival” will include the
award-winning avant-garde chamber jazz
of the Christian Wallumrød Ensemble, the
haunting saxophone/accordion duo of Trygve
Seim & Frode Haltli, and the jazz/rock
fusion of In The Country featuring Morten
Qvenild (keyboards), Roger Arntzen (bass)
and Pal Hausken (percussion). According to
Portland Jazz Festival artistic director Bill
Royston who traveled to Norway last year
on a quest for new music, the selection will
give Americans a taste of what’s been going
on in a nation that since the 1960s has both
embraced and transformed jazz in surprising
ways.
Internationally-recognized
jazz
performer, composer and professor Darrell
Grant points to Norwegian jazz great Jan
Garbarek as one of the pioneers of the
innovative impulse in Norway and the
development of the signature “Norwegian
sound.” Today, Grant says, that sound has
diversified and deepened into a creative
musical adventure found in few other places
in the world. “It’s incredibly inspiring
for me. One of the things I like is that it
fearlessly crosses genres and just is what it
is. It’s liberating, not formulaic.”
Grant credits this creativity and
adventurousness in part to the way Norway
supports its musicians. Remarkable for
its size, the country has seven universities
dedicated to jazz and a wide variety of jazz
events and festivals throughout the nation,
the oldest and most famous of which are
the Molde and Kongsberg jazz festivals,

Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 23, which was
programmed for the Norwegian star for Dec.
29, 30, 2009 and Jan. 2.
“There is something about Mozart,”
Andsnes said to the Wall Street Journal.
“I’ll always have Mozart. He is now a friend
forever.” He goes on to explain his deep
feelings for Mozart. “The secret lies in the
composer’s overwhelming humanity.”
The Norwegian pianist also tells his
interviewer about the summer music festival
at Risør in Norway. Andsnes is its director,
but will soon give it up.
But, thank goodness, he will not stop
giving concerts in a class all their own.
and more recently the latitude-busting Polar
Jazz Festival in arctic Svalbard. Grant thinks
this broad institutional and community
support allows the jazz scene to be shaped
more by the artist than by the market place.
“It nurtures a different kind of player and a
purity of motive.”
But as much as Norwegian jazz is seen
as unfettered and genre crossing, Grant notes
that it also strikes him as very rooted in its
“terroir” - its regional place and time. He says
his own work as an Oregon-based composer
is enlivened by a similar impulse, “the idea
that music, like wine and coffee, is shaped by
an indefinable connection to terrain, which is
both the physical place and the community
from which it springs.” In that sense, he and
his Norwegian counterparts may share fertile
common ground.
And it might just be a perfect match for
a northwestern audience also deeply rooted
in our “terroir” and used to the idea that
we are, indeed, shaped by it. Aptly, Grant
suggests that the Norwegian music we will
hear at the Portland Jazz Festival, like being
in nature, beckons to the listener to approach
it with preconceptions pocketed and senses
unfurled, ready “to just take it in, to have the
experience.” That’s an inspiring and familiar
proposition for folks here. Like Norwegians,
we draw strength from our connection with
our terrain and our vistas, and our tendency
to do things “our way.”
Darrel Grant will host special afterhours jam sessions following the Norwegian
performances on the Jan. 26 and 27 at Norse
Hall. These are free and open to the public.
For more information and tickets to the
performances, visit www.pdxjazz.com Grieg
Lodge members receive a 10% discount. For
more information about Grieg Lodge visit
www.norsehall.org

Skiing at olympic...
(…continued from page 1)

one of Tahoe’’ better vacation complexes,
hosting everything from local Rotary
meetings to international science seminars.
To many, though, its importance lies not in its
conference halls but in its small ski jumping
area, once called Olympic Hill.
The story of skiing at Granlibakken,
which in Norwegian means “a hillside
sheltered by fir trees,” starts at the turn of the
century. In 1896, the Steamer Tahoe, which
for the next 40 years would transport mail,
freight, and passengers from Glenbrook to
Tahoe City, was completed. Four years later,
the Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation
Company finished its railroad line from
Truckee to Tahoe City.
During this period, the rustically
elegant, 223-room Tahoe Tavern was built.
Commercially operated skiing and snow
play had come to Truckee as early as 1893,
but not until 1928 was the Tavern kept open
all winter. The hotel, already a center of
Tahoe’s social life, began offering winter
fun to its guests who arrived by way the
“Snow Ball Special” train from Truckee.
Tahoe Tavern’s garage was turned into an ice
rink, and a toboggan site was established at
a site above today’s Tahoe City Golf Course.
Soon, though, activities were moved to a
more sheltered hill at today’s Granlibakken.
There, with George Bliss supervising, a
double toboggan slide was built. “This was a
special slide built in the snow,” writes David
Stollery in his Tales of Tahoe, “with water
from a nearby spring run down it during the
night to freeze and make it especially icy and
fast.” Horse-drawn sleighs shuttled bundledup guests, as many as a dozen at a time, to
and from what was dubbed “Olympic Hill.”
“Snowplay and skiing was a major part
of our lives,” remembers Bill Bechdoltt, a
Tahoe City resident and California State
Parks special project director. Bill’s family
moved to Tahoe City in 1906, and after
growing up there, both Bill and his brother,
Carl, became competitive ski jumpers. In the
1960s and early ‘70s, Bill’s daughter, Cheryl,
became a member of the United States Ski
Team and a National Champion.
“You have to remember that in 1928,
when I was six years old, there were only
12 families in Tahoe City,” Bill says. “There
was no school in the wintertime. Our school
closed in December and opened in March. So,
all winter you had a lot of time. We learned
to Nordic ski. All the kids played around
on skis. That’s how you got anywhere. We
would ski in together to the Granlibakken
area, but most people would go in by horse
and sleigh. The horses were stabled at what
is now the Family Tree Restaurant in Tahoe
City. The sleighs would meet at the Tavern,
and everyone would hop in. It was great
fun.”
At about this same time, a group of
Norwegian skiers were touring the west
giving ski jumping exhibitions and, thus,
sparking interest in the sport. Besides the
famed jumper Alf Engen, the group included
seven-time national jumping champion Lars
Haugen. The jumpers so impressed Tahoe
Tavern directors that they hired Haugen to
design a jump hill at the site of Olympic Hill.
It took Haugen almost two years and $10,000
to complete it, but for nearly a decade the hill
reigned as one of the most popular winter
sites on the west coast.
The organization of the Lake Tahoe Ski
Club in 1929 firmly established skiing in the
area.
With the Olympic Hill ski jump
established and the support of the Lake
Tahoe Ski Club insured, the Tahoe Chamber

In Your Neighborhood
of Commerce bid for the 1931 National
Jumping and Cross-country Races. Support
for the bid also came from the newly formed
California Ski Association (now the Far West
Ski Association) directed by Auburn Ski
Cub founder Wendell Robie. The Chamber’s
bid was accepted. But within a year, the
Tahoe Tavern owners found themselves
bankrupt, and they asked the Lake Tahoe
Ski Club to take over preparations for the
championships.
The newly formed club responded,
and the meet was a success. Local skiers
Carl Bechdolt, Bob Mandeville, and Joe
Henry participated. Marie Henry came in
fourth in a field of 17 in cross country. In
one race, called a “Dauerlauf,” covering 30
miles, from Truckee to Brockway Ridge to
the Tahoe Tavern, Bob Mandeville came in
third, with a time of six hours, 16 minutes,
45 seconds. Alf Engen set the jump record
on Olympic Hill with a jump of 210 feet. Sig
Ulland jumped 218 feet but fell. First place,
however, went to Sig Vettestad of the Auburn
Ski Club. Vettestad became California’s first
Ski Jumping Champion.
Also held on the hill during the winter of
1931 were tryouts for California and Nevada
for the 1932 Winter Olympic Team.
The next year on February 26, 27 and 28,
1932, the United States Championships were
held at Olympic Hill, under the auspices of
the Lake Tahoe Area Council, which included
Lake Tahoe and Auburn Ski Clubs.
Throughout the 1930s, the ski hill, under
the direction of the Lake Tahoe Ski Club,
was often chosen as the site for contests and
exhibitions - among them the 1936 California
State Championships and the 1939 National
Ski Association meet.
During this period, the ski area attracted
attention in the West for the challenge of its
60-meter jump and the beauty and solitude
of its setting. Not until after World War
II, though, did the hill become a popular
recreational ski resort, through the efforts
of a retired sea captain and Norwegian
ski jumper Kjell “Rusty” Rustad. Rustad
had resigned from his job in the Maritime
Commission in San Francisco and moved to
the Tahoe area because it reminded him of
his home in Norway.
Hoping to establish a new ski area,
Rustad settled on the Olympic Hill area,
although he realized it would take much
work to develop.
After securing a land use permit from
the Forest Service and leasing the top portion
of the ski hill, Rustad cleared the hill he had
staked out for his ski slope, and then installed
a 450-foot rope to the top of it. The original
warming hut, known as the Roundhouse,
built by Tahoe Tavern, had collapsed in 1938
under heavy snow, so with the help of his
Finnish friend, Bert Brolund, Rustad built
three log quarters for overnight guests, and
a day lodge.
In the winter of 1947 Rustad began
running skiers to his resort, which he had
named “Granlibakken” in honor of a ski
area where he had skied as a boy in Norway.
Granlibakken soon became a popular ski spot
and remained so even after Squaw Valley
opened in 1949. Protected from heavy winds
and strong sun, the resort was the first place
receiving enough snow for skiing in the fall
and the last place to lose its good snow in
the spring. Home to the Lake Tahoe Ski Club
and many local residents, it became known
as a friendly and fun resort.
With the help of the Lake Tahoe Ski Club,
a small jump was constructed alongside the
wide slope, and in 1952, Rustad and the Lake
Tahoe Ski Club hosted the Junior National
CONTINUES PAGE 15

Norwegian research...
(…continued from page 3)

a direct effect of hormones that simply limit
nursing ability, by reducing milk production
in the breast.”
For example, there is a clear link between
testosterone and breastfeeding ability. In
fact, until 1980, when more suitable drugs
were introduced, testosterone was used to
stop milk production in circumstances where
it was desirable.
“This was one of the reasons that we
wanted to investigate whether the effects
attributed to mother’s milk really should be
attributed to hormonal factors in pregnant
women,” says Carlsen.
Not a matter of will
Carlsen and colleagues have for years
researched the connections between the
conditions for the fetus in utero, and the
effects these conditions have on the newborn.
Among other things, they have looked at the
relationship between testosterone levels and
various risk factors that are believed to affect
breastfeeding.
Women who are smokers, or are
overweight, or who have the hormonal
disorder polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS)
tend to breastfeed less than their peers. All
the women in these groups have higher levels
of testosterone in their bodies when they are
pregnant.
In contrast, the older a woman is, the
more likely she is to breastfeed. All these
relationships can be explained by the level
of testosterone, Carlsen says. “It’s thus not
the woman’s will to breastfeed. Women who
had more testosterone in their bodies during
pregnancy feel the effects of a hormone that
limits breastfeeding. That is clearly why it is
not as easy to breastfeed.”
Placenta is key
Carlsen believes that it is the placenta,
not breast milk, that has more of an effect on
children’s health.
“What happens is that there are hormones
that come from the fetus that are converted
to testosterone and estrogen in the placenta
— if the process goes as it should. This is
an energy intensive process. If the placenta
does not have enough energy, a portion of the
testosterone that would have been converted
to estrogen is in fact not converted. Then
what happens is that the testosterone goes
to both the mother and child, and probably
affects both of them,” he said.
For the mother, this means reduced
development of glandular tissue in the
breasts, so that the ability to make milk does
not develop optimally during pregnancy.
This translates into less or no breast milk.
For the child, it looks as if increased
exposure to testosterone as a fetus can lead
to an increased incidence of obesity, type 2
diabetes and polycystic ovary syndrome in
girls.
Much fuss
Breastfeeding is less common in
younger women, smokers, women who have
had preeclampsia or are overweight, or with
lower birth weight or premature babies, or
in women with PCOS, and when the child
is a boy.
There are a number of models that are
used to explain this – erroneously, Carlsen
and his colleagues say. For example, it is
claimed that the bond between a mother and
her child will not be as strong if the baby is a
boy than if the baby is a girl.
“This is the purest nonsense,” Carlsen
says. “Boys are not less loved by their
mothers than girls. We can blame biology
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here, not mothers. All these relationships
can be explained by one and the same cause,
namely the level of male hormones during
pregnancy.”
“We find it very interesting that almost
all of the factors previously shown to
be associated with breastfeeding can be
explained by changes in testosterone levels
in the mother during pregnancy,” he adds.

Message to new mothers: Relax!
The researcher stresses that it is
inappropriate to blame mothers who are
unable to breastfeed as much as they are
advised. Mothers should not worry that their
children will be sicker than children who are
breastfed. And even though a child’s health
risks have already been established at birth,
the differences are so small that they can only
be detected when looking at large groups.
Carlsen says mothers should not worry
about this. “If you are pregnant, you should
live as healthy a lifestyle as possible: quit
smoking, cut back on your consumption of
coffee and tea, and avoid alcohol,” he says.
“And when you give birth, you will do the best
that you can, if you want to breastfeed.”
The research adds that if a mother has
a hard time breastfeeding, she should just
relax and enjoy her newborn. “Don’t let
overzealous health professionals give you a
guilty conscience,” he says.
No breast milk benefit
The researchers reviewed more than fifty
international studies about the relationship
between breastfeeding and health. Most
studies concluded that the more children are
nursed, the healthier the children – which on
the surface is correct, Carlsen says.
“But even if this is statistically true, it
is not because of breastfeeding itself. There
are very few studies that have examined the
underlying controls on breastfeeding ability,”
he adds.
The largest study that has been done
on breastfeeding and health was undertaken
in Belarus. More than 17,000 women and
children were studied, and the children were
followed until they were six years old. This
study cuts the legs out from underneath most
of the assertions that breastfeeding has health
benefits, the researchers say. For example,
the Belarus study found no signs that asthma
and allergies were less prevalent in children
who were nursed for longer than children
who were nursed less.
The only area where the study concluded
that breastfeeding confers a benefit was in
mental abilities.
“It appears that children who are
breastfed have a small IQ advantage,” Carlsen
says. “But this needs to be confirmed in new,
carefully planned and conducted studies.”
Breastfeeding should be out of politics
The researcher believes it is time for
nursing enthusiasts to calm down.
“There are many good reasons to
breastfeed. But concern for the child’s health
is not one of them. There is no reason why
women who are struggling to breastfeed
should have to go around feeling guilty, or
think that they are giving their child a poor
start in life if they can’t nurse. Baby formula
is as good as breast milk,” Carlsen says.
Carlsen adds that it is far worse for
babies to have a tired, stressed-out mother
with a guilty conscience, than to forgo breast
milk. The health aspects of breastfeeding
should be left out of political arguments, he
says.

CONTINUES PAGE 15
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Norwegian Heritage

Lille julaften - “Little Christmas Eve”

The tradition is still strong in Minnesota

What is Ski for Light?

Learn more about an inspiring organization
David Moe

Juneau, Alaska

Photo: Gary Erickson

Vidar and Nancy Byberg previously lived in Norway and have been attending Lille julaften in Willmar,
Minn. for 13 years.

Area Norwegian high school foreign
exchange students are frequently used
as readers, but are just as often to be in
The Norwegian Christmas season is attendance because they seek a nearness to
several days in length in its celebration of familiar ethnic traditions during a season
Christ’s birth. It expands the season’s spirit that can bring loneliness for them, a season
and recognition beyond that of just Christmas of otherwise family closeness.
Berg was questioned about the attraction
Day on Dec. 25. One specific uniqueness
of
Lille
julaften to him personally. He
of a Norwegian Christmas season is that
responded,
“It’s an expression of Norwegian
traditional day called Lille julaften, or Little
tradition,
it
allows one to get up and share,
Christmas Eve, a day which precedes all of
not
perfectly,
but to share.”
the others, and serves as a gate-keeper to the
Earl
Knutson,
Willmar, Minn, and his
subsequent days celebrating Christ’s birth.
wife,
Betty,
were
in
attendance, and when
This traditional day falls on Dec. 23, the eve
asked
what
it
was
that
was conveyed to them
before Christmas Eve.
by
the
service,
Earl
shared,
“It brings back
Lille julaften is the day the Christmas
memories,
because
I
remember
when I was
tree was traditionally set up. It is a day that
young,
we
used
to
have
many
services in
anticipates the coming days of celebration.
Norwegian
in
our
little
church.
.
. It brings
For households and families in the United
back
memories.
It’s
fun
to
listen
to the
States stemming from periods of Norwegian
spoken
Norwegian,
the
different
dialects
immigration, Lille julaften was a tradition
brought with them and celebrated as a day or among the speakers.”
Kay McLane, Willmar, Minn., another
evening of church service. It prepared people
attendee,
added, “It just makes me feel good!
in mind and spirit to enjoy the impending
It
makes
me
feel closer to my dad.”
moment. As time went on, unfortunately,
Julaften
is a Christmas tradition
Lille julaften became a diminishing
remembered
and
retained by members of
opportunity for Norwegians to worship in
the
Norwegian
community.
Through the
their mother tongue.
language,
its
uniqueness
brings
comfort,
A Lutheran congregation, however, in
closeness
and
a
sense
of
familiarity
to those
the west central town of Willmar, Minn.,
who
are
away
from
family,
even
to
those
who
Calvary Lutheran Church, decided some years
have
lost
parents
and
grandparents.
This
ago to re-instate the tradition. A Norwegian
language Lille julaften gudstjenste, a appreciation for the language is characterized
Little Christmas Eve church service, was by a statement from Jodi Loseth, Willmar,
implemented and has been maintained for Minn., who self-admittedly revealed that she
nearly 20 years now. It is a popular evening was not of Norwegian descent, but rather of
church service supported by its congregation. Swedish and English heritage—and married
It also provides a calling to a population of to a Norwegian. She enjoys Julaften services
others of Norwegian ancestry, which comes simply for the language. “It’s interesting to
from a larger area, and includes those who hear the language; I appreciate the sound and
the rhythm of the language.”
are not congregational members.
One family in attendance had close,
Andy Berg, the newly appointed
contemporary
ties to Norway. Vidar and
coordinator of the service, reported during
Nancy
Byberg
previously lived in Norway,
an interview that the entire liturgical service
and
one
of
their
teenage sons was born there.
takes place in the Norwegian language,
Vidar,
originally
from Stavanger, and his
including the announcements, the sermon,
American-born
wife,
Nancy, from Willmar,
and the Christmas hymns.
were
13-year
attendees
of this Lille julaften
Different
Norwegian-speaking
service.
Queried
as
to
the
significance this
individuals, young and old, are sought out
service
held
for
them,
Vidar
responded, “For
from surrounding communities each year
me,
it’s
the
start
of
the
whole
Christmas
to conduct segments of the service. This
event.
In
Norway,
Christmas
is
more
than
year, the sermon was presented by Pastor
a
one
day
thing.
So,
once
we
start,
we
have
Dennis Preston, Brandon, Minn., and the
pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Brandon. Juleaften, Christmas, and we have first day
Pastor Preston had experience preaching of Christmas, second day of Christmas, the
in Norwegian, having served a Lutheran third day of Christmas, and every day, you’re
church in Norway on an exchange basis with celebrating with friends and family. So, to
me here, we think of [Lille julaften] as a
a Norwegian congregation.
good start.”
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Gary G. Erickson
Sunburg, Minn.

The idea of teaching blind people to
cross-country ski began in Norway in the
1950s with a blind Norwegian musician
named Erling Stordahl. His work led in
1964 to the creation of the Ridderrenn, that
today annually attracts more than 1,000
disabled participants and guides from around
the world to the mountains of Norway for a
weeklong event. The Ridderren concept was
brought to the United States in 1975 through
the efforts of Olav Pedersen, with the support
and involvement of many others. Olav was,
at the time, a ski instructor in Colorado and
had immigrated from Norway a decade
earlier. He had known Erling in Norway
and been aware from the very beginning of
Erling’s dreams and plans.
After the first event in 1975, the torch
was passed to Bjarne Eikevik and the Sons
of Norway. Race for Light became Ski for

Helped by web site...
(…continued from page 8)

Oslo. But lutefisk wasn’t a hot menu item.
“You can’t find lutefisk in Norway,
and some people have never heard of it,”
Len said. When the people are eating fresh
salmon, he said, the dried cod is a tougher
sell.
“We have more of a lutefisk tradition in
Minnesota than they do in Norway.”
Lutefisk traces its history back to
Norway, where the dried cod was kept in
lye for preservation before refrigeration was
available. When a fish meal was desired, the
dried fish was soaked until it was reconstituted
to its former form. The skin is removed and

Business news and no...
(…continued from page 4)

routes. The new routes are to Lyon (France),
Vilnius (Lithuania), Bardufoss (Norway) and
Visby (Sweden).

China major importer of Norwegian
salmon

China could soon take over from Japan
and become Norway’s largest market for
the export of salmon to Asia. In 2009 only,
the export of salmon to China increased by
nearly 60 per cent. Norway is now selling
23,000 tons of salmon to China annually,
and last year the export was worth NOK 800
million. The main reason for the increase is
the increasing prosperity among the Chinese,
and their focus on healthy food, says Lerøy
representative Lu Lu Schjerven. (Norway
Post)

Oil price rise behind firm crown

Norway’s Finance Minister Sigbjørn
Johnsen said the rising price of oil was behind
the strength of the crown currency, which
hit multi-year highs on Jan. 7. “There will
always be movements in the crown related
to the oil price and other factors. It’s clear
that the oil price has risen lately, and there
is a connection there,” Johnsen told Reuters
on the sidelines of an economic seminar.
Norway is the world’s No. 5 oil exporter

Light to emphasize the recreational nature of
the program. A non-profit corporation was
formed and blind participants got involved in
shaping the future direction of the program.
In the years that followed, Ski for Light
was nurtured by countless individuals and
groups and took root in the United States as
a program that makes a real difference in the
lives of its guides and participants.
Sons of Norway members and lodges
have played a major role in the evolution of
Ski for Light. Over the years countless Sons
of Norway members have supported SFL
by participating as guides, and many local
lodges, plus the Sons of Norway Foundation
and headquarters staff, have provided
significant financial and other support to
the activities. Erling, Olav and Bjarne are
all gone now, but their work and inspiration
lives on in the Ski for Light of today.

the fish cut into chunks. Legend has it the
Norwegians prefer the milk gravy topping,
while the Swedes lean to the melted butter.
Not all their friends are convinced.
“Some friends say you could put cream
gravy and melted butter on an old boot and
make it taste good,” Len said.
The cordial couple has a solid sense of
humor about their lutefisk trips. Asked for a
favorite saying, Len replied: “Eating lutefisk
makes you smarter.”
“He tells everyone that,” Mavis said and
laughed.
When Len told that to an older lady
taking tickets at one of the church dinners,
he said: “She looked up at me and said — ‘I
don’t think it’s working.’”
and Europe’s No. 2 gas producer. The crown
has firmed by nearly four percent against
the euro since mid-December to around
8.1934 at 1152 GMT. Earlier on Thursday it
touched highs around 8.149 -- the strongest
level against the European currency since
Sept. 2008. “It’s important to look after our
competitiveness, and the currency is a part of
that,” he said. The strength of the crown has
upset Norway’s exporters, who fear they will
lose competitiveness and markets during the
global downturn. (CNBC)

Solution to killer superbug found in
Norway

Aker University Hospital is a dingy
place to heal. The floors are streaked and
scratched. A light layer of dust coats the blood
pressure monitors. Look closer, however,
at a microscopic level, and this place is
pristine. There is no sign of a dangerous and
contagious staph infection that killed tens of
thousands of patients in the most sophisticated
hospitals of Europe, North America and
Asia this year, soaring virtually unchecked.
Twenty-five years ago, Norwegians were
also losing their lives to these bacteria. But
Norway’s public health system fought back
with an aggressive program that made it the
most infection-free country in the world. A
key part of that program was cutting back
severely on the use of antibiotics. (Forbes)

Education & Research

Events on Norway.com
For more information on these and other events visit us at:
www.norway.com/calendar.asp
Does your organization have an event coming up?
Would you like to have it added to our events calendar?

15

From medieval texts to life course studies:
NOK 65 million allocated to five databases

A database for syntax and semantics, a satellite database
for marine and polar research, a text corpus of Norwegian
medieval texts, a dataset of armed conflicts and a database for
use in life course studies have been allocated a combined total
of NOK 65 million by the Research Council of Norway

Send an email to Christy at christy@norway.com or give us a call at 1(800) 305-0217.

Idaho

First Annual Sun Valley
Nordic Festival
January 30 - February 7
Sun Valley, Idaho
The First Annual Sun Valley Nordic Festival will take place Jan. 30-Feb. 7, 2010.
The festival features nine days of activities, races, clinics and fun events along
with a $49, nine-day valley-wide Nordic trail pass, discounts on demos/rentals, lodging and dining which showcase
and celebrate Sun Valley’s well-deserved
reputation as “Nordic Town USA.” A trip
to the Nordic festival will also be given
away at www.svnordicfestival.com. Sun
Valley has a well-deserved reputation
for world-class alpine skiing, but is also
making a name as “Nordic Town USA”
with the best nordic ski terrain in the
United States. In fact, it’s so good, members of the Norwegian Olympic Nordic
Ski Team come to the valley to train. Sun
Valley has plenty to offer Nordic skiers
and winter recreationalists of all ages and
abilities, from over 200 kilometers of
groomed trails and one of the country’s
premier Nordic ski races, unmatched
snow and weather conditions, and a vibrant community of Nordic skiers and
sports enthusiasts, to plenty of other topnotch yet affordable recreational and cultural diversions. For all the Cool Deals
on lodging, dining, and activities, please
visit www.svnordicfestival.com.

New York

“The Dogon” at Heiberg Cummings
Design in New York
Now through January 31
New York, N.Y.
Voss Foundation to exhibit Magnum
Photographer Stuart Franklin’s photos
of Mali at Heiberg Cummings Design
in New York from Jan. 14-31, 2010. In
2009, renowned Magnum photographer
Stuart Franklin was commissioned by the
Voss Foundation to photograph its work
in the Dogon region of Mali, focusing
on women and water. The purpose of the
mission was both to document the Voss
Foundation’s successful water projects
in the area and to increase awareness of
the global water crises. Franklin’s trip to
Mali in May 2009 resulted in a series of
high-quality photos depicting the life of
a desert landscape, where water is paramount in the daily struggle to survive. On
average, a rural African household spends
more than 25 percent of its time fetching
water, a burden shouldered primarily by
women. The photos will be exhibited at
Heiberg Cummings Design in New York
from Jan. 14-31. The proceeds from the
sale of the limited edition prints will benefit the Voss Foundation and contribute
to its work on new water projects. Chairman of the Board of Voss Foundation and
CEO of Voss Water, Knut Brundtland,
will open the exhibition on Jan. 14 at 6
p.m.

Marthe Ramm Fortun in the Poetry
Project
January 30
Brooklyn, N.Y.
The Poetry Project at the famous St.
Marks Church will feature a performance
from Norwegian artist Marthe Ramm
Fortun 29 Jan. 29 at 10 p.m. Mina Loy’s
(1882 – 1966) unpublished play, “Crystal
Pantomime,” currently housed in the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library
at Yale University, will be read live, from
beginning to end, as produced by Kari
Adelaide Razdow. The play is to be performed using the simultaneous braiding
of several voices while individual performances by Marthe Ramm Fortun, Vanessa Albury, and Crystal Curtis accompany each of the play’s three acts. Marthe
Ramm Fortun is a visual artist artist from
Norway who received her MFA in Studio
Art from New York University as a Fulbright Scholar. Marthe creates live works
that sits uncomfortably between drawing,
sculpture and performance. She is interested in reality and fiction. Most recently,
her work was featured at Perform Williamsburg for N.Y. State Parks, Markers
VII at the ScalaMata Gallery as part of
the Official Program at the 53rd Venice
Biennale and the performance series “Its
All Yours Now” at the SculptureCenter,
LIC. Marthe divides her time between
Oslo and Brooklyn. For more information, call (212) 674-0910 or email info@
poetryproject.org.

Utah

Ski for Light
January 31 - February 7, 2010
Midway, Utah
The 35th annual Ski for Light International Week will take place from Sunday
Jan. 31 through Sunday Feb. 7, 2010 in
the Wasatch Mountains of Utah. We will
stay at the Marriott Hotel and Conference
Center in downtown Provo, and ski at the
Soldier Hollow cross-country ski area in
nearby Midway, Utah. Soldier Hollow
was the cross-country skiing venue for
the 2002 Winter Olympics. If you have
never before attended what many have
called the experience of a lifetime. For
more information visit sfl.org.

Washington

Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner
January 23
Everett, Wash.
Join the Sons of Norway Normanna
Lodge for their annual Lutefisk and
Meatball Dinner! Admission is $20 for
adults, free for kids 10 and under. Advance tickets are available at Normanna.
The fun is on Saturday, Jan. 23 from 12-5
p.m. at Normanna Hall, located at 2725
Oakes Ave, Everett, Wash. For more information, contact Kevin Hegge at (425)
252-0291.

Special Release

The Research Council of Norway

The five databases have all been
successful in the fierce competition for
funding for research infrastructure, for
which the Research Council of Norway will
be allocating a total of NOK 500 million
following the first call for proposals in
2009.
Strategically important
“The five projects that have now been
allocated funding all show extremely high
scientific merit, and are all nationallyoriented and of considerable strategic
importance for Norwegian research,” says
Anders Hanneborg, Executive Director of
the Division for Science at the Research
Council of Norway.
Broad range
The funds have been allocated across a
broad range of disciplines. The text corpus of
medieval texts has considerable importance
for medieval research, in particular for a
number of high priority research projects
in Norway and the Nordic region (Host:
The University of Oslo. Allocation: NOK 7
million).
Research infrastructure for syntax
and semantics will be highly significant
for research in the field of linguistics and
language technology and could enhance
Norwegian research at the international level
in an area where Norway already has leading
research groups (Host: Unifob AS, Bergen.
Allocation: NOK 19 million).
The expansion of the already much used
international dataset of armed conflicts at the
International Peace Research Institute, Oslo
(PRIO) will also help to further strengthen
the international standing of Norwegian
researchers (Allocation: NOK 8 million).

skiing at olympic...
(…continued from page 13)

Jumping and Cross-Country Races.
Granlibakken continued to change. In
1953, Rustad relinquished acreage across
the road from the ski hill to UC Berkeley’s
International House, whose volunteers built
a lodge there. In 1958, this area was sold to
UC Alumni for use as a year-round education
and recreation center, and the alumni enlarged
the original building to sleep 150 people, and
added a dining room and swimming pool. In
1968 the property was sold to Hugh Miller, a
new York Publisher who christened his new
resort the Four Seasons at Lake Tahoe. He
enlarged the area and built its first condos,
but, in 1976, went bankrupt.

Norwegian research...
(…continued from page 13)

Breastfeeding environmentally sound
Carlsen believes that the strongest reason
to encourage mothers to breastfeed is because
of the environment. Breastfeeding avoids
the environmental costs of producing bottles
and formula, and the energy consumption
that goes with sterilizing bottles.

Life course studies have long been an
important research area for social science
and health science disciplines alike. The
infrastructure that has now been allocated
funding will ensure the effective management
of various types of data and is expected to
have a considerable impact on empirical
research in a number of crucial social fields
(Host: Norwegian Social Research (NOVA).
Allocation: NOK 6 million).
The satellite database will be a
significant Norwegian contribution to
international climate research (Host: Nansen
Environmental and Remote Sensing Center
(NERSC). Allocation: NOK 25 million). In
the long term the project will in all likelihood
be important for the Norwegian shipping
industry, petroleum exploration, meteorology
and management of the sea areas.
A number of the databases support
Nordic or European initiatives that aim to
develop common international research
infrastructures.

Ten year strategy – further funding
announcements
The Research Council Executive Board
decided in December 2008 to expand the
framework of the first round of allocations of
funds for research infrastructure from NOK
400 million to NOK 500 million.
The financing initiative for research
infrastructure is partially fund-based, and
the Research Council expects to issue new
regular funding announcements within the
framework of the national focus on research
infrastructure in the years up to 2017.
A database for syntax and semantics,
a satellite database for marine and polar
research, a text corpus of Norwegian
medieval texts, a dataset of armed conflicts
and a database for use in life course studies
have been allocated a combined total of
NOK 65 million by the Research Council of
Norway.
What had not changed through the
years of success and hardship is the small
ski hill and the friendly comraderie found
in the great outdoors. “We made up our
minds to operate the ski hill when we took
over, partly, I suppose, for historic reasons,”
explains current owner Bill Parsons. “We
purchased grooming machines and provide
rentals, lessons, and snowplay area. Though
small, it remains a secluded and beautiful
surrounding.”
Granlibakken’s snowplay area is open
every day; the ski hill, on weekends and
holidays. One poma and rope tow transport
skiers to the large ski slope that continues
to survive, evoking historic and treasured
memories.
Exercise and diet
A study is underway to see if exercise
has an impact on testosterone levels, and
thus perhaps also on breastfeeding.
“We would also like to have funding
to implement a larger study on the effect of
diet and nutrition counseling for pregnant
women. There is still much we do not know,”
Carlsen said.
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There’s no place like

Norse Home . . .

A neighborhood landmark built to serve the community.

a retirement community with heart!
Norse Home offers spectacular views of the Olympic Mountains,
Puget Sound and overlooks Ballard and the Woodland Park Zoo.
Enjoy a warm drink in the Bistro with your friends, take advantage of
carefree living, and be served by a caring and committed staff.
Call today for a tour and lunch will be on us! (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.com • 5311 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

