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Norsk Høstfest:
One big family
reunion
Read more on page 13

Norge skulle vært stengt mellom
1. oktober og 1. april. Jeg tror at
menneskene bare bor i dette landet
fordi de kjenner noen her.
– Anne Helene Hohle

What does it
mean to be
100% Norwegian?
Read more on page 3
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News

Norway’s $650 billion sovereign wealth fund is closing in on
its first U.S. real estate investment as the market struggles
with stagnant prices. The fund
will invest in the U.S. “by the
end of next year at the latest,”
Trond Grande, deputy chief
executive officer at Norges
Bank Investment Management,
said in a Sept. 27 interview in
Molde. “The U.S. is the largest real estate market so if you
want to have a global portfolio you must have exposure to
the U.S.” Built from Norway’s
oil and gas wealth, the fund in
2010 got approval to invest as
much as 5 percent of its capital
in real estate as it seeks to meet
a 4 percent return target. It has
since bought properties in Paris
and London for about $2 billion
and real estate accounted for
0.3 percent of its holdings at the
end of June.
(blog.norway.com/category/
news)

Travel

The Briksdal Glacier in Sogn
og Fjordane county in Western
Norway records a new record
number of visitors this tourist season. More than 40,000
tourists visited the glacier. The
Briksdal Glacier is a part of the
main ice massif, Jostedal Glacier, Europe’s largest glacier.
(blog.norway.com/category/
travel)
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National budget released
Minister of
Finance reveals
“modest” fiscal
budget for 2013

Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

On Oct. 8, Minister of Finance Sigbjørn Johnsen proposed
his 2013 national budget to Parliament. Budget leaks had trickled
out to the Norwegian press in the
days leading up to the Johnsen’s
announcement.
This year’s proposed budget
is “tight,” according to some analysts, using three percent of the allotted four percent of oil revenues
from the sovereign wealth fund.
NRK reported that only around

See > budget, page 6
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On Oct. 8, Minister of Finance Sigbjørn Johnsen unveiled the national budget for 2013.

Gathering place

Grete’s Great Gallop

Annual race
Update on the new building for
honors Norwegian
Seattle’s Nordic Heritage Museum marathon runner
Grete Waitz

New York Road Racers
Grete’s Great Gallop will take
place Oct. 14 in Central Park in
Manhattan. The race is in Support
of the AKTIV Foundation, to help
prevent and aid in the treatment

See > grete, page 6
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Big Europa win for Molde
Image courtesy of Nordic Heritage Museum

Artist Stephanie Bower of Mithun created this watercolor painting of the exterior
of the new Nordic Heritage Museum on Market Street in Seattle.

Christy Olsen Field

Norway Post

Managing Editor

The Nordic Heritage Museum
in Seattle, Wash., is a space for
people to gather and celebrate the
rich heritage and culture of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway
and Sweden. Tucked in the tradi-

Molde moves up
with Europa League
group victory

tionally Scandinavian neighborhood of Ballard, the Museum was
founded in 1980 as the only panNordic museum in the U.S.

See > Museum, page 12

Ole Gunnar Solskjær’s club
Molde defeated German club VfB
Stuttgart 2 – 0 at home in the Europa League Group play, Group E

See > Europa, page 15
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Nyheter
Miljøverndepartementet stopper ulvejakta

Miljøverndepartementet stopper lisensjakta på ulv med umiddelbar virkning
mens de behandler klager, blant annet
fra Naturvernforbundet. – Totalkvoten er
uakseptabel. Vi forventer at departementet
foretar en grundig og overordnet vurdering,
sier Arnodd Håpnes, fagleder for naturmangfold i Naturvernforbundet, til NTB.
«Miljøverndepartementet har vedtatt at lisensfelling av ulv skal avsluttes med umiddelbar virkning, fram til klagene er behandlet i departementet. All videre jakt på ulv
må avsluttes umiddelbart», står det skrevet
i en melding fra Fylkesmannen i Hedmark,
ifølge Nationen. Miljøverndepartementet
(MD) har varslet alle aktuelle rovviltregioner om vedtaket og behandler klagesakene
så raskt det lar seg gjøre. Sju av landets åtte
regionale rovviltnemnder ga tillatelse til å
felle tolv ulver fra 1. oktober til 31. mars,
men vedtakene ble klaget inn blant annet av
Naturvernforbundet. – Vi har en veldig liten
bestand på rundt 30 ulver. Allerede er det
skutt sju på lisensjakt og skadefelling. Da
er det helt uholdbart å innføre en kvote på
tolv nye dyr, sier Håpnes. Han mener det er
biologisk uforsvarlig å åpne for lisensjakt.
Hovedargumentet i Naturvernforbundets
klage er at de regionale rovviltnemndene
gjør sine vurderinger – uten å ta hensyn til
den totale kvoten for hele landet. – De tar
heller ikke inn over seg belastningen av
krypskyting, sier Håpnes.
(VG)

Slik blir rettssaken mot Øygard

62 vitner skal forklare seg om hvorvidt
Vågå-ordfører Rune Øygard (Ap) har forgrepet seg seksuelt på en mindreårig jente,
slik påtalemyndigheten har tiltalt ham for.
Overgrepene skal ha skjedd over en toårsperiode fra 2009 – 2011, da jenta var mellom 13 og 15 år. Rune Øygard (53) nekter
straffskyld. Det er satt av to måneder til
rettssaken. Den går i Sør-Gudbrandsdal
tingrett på Lillehammer, siden den lokale
tingretten mener de ikke kan vurdere om
ordføreren har gjort som straffbart og har
erklært seg inhabile.
(VG)

Solrik helg på Østlandet – grått i nord

Østlandet kan glede seg over en solrik avslutning på høstferien. Men for resten av
landet blir det ganske grått. For de som bor
østafjells kan Storm Geo-meteorolog Kristen Myklebust Ravnestad komme med en
gledelig værmelding for helgen 12. – 14.
oktober. – De kan vente seg lange perioder
med sol og oppholdsvær. Det blir nok noen
ganske fine høstdager, og det er heller ikke
ventet så mye nedbør i begynnelsen av
neste uke, sier Ravnestad. – Østlendingene
er priviligerte. Når det er vestavær blir de
liggende i ly, sier meterologen. For resten
av landet blir det derimot ikke fullt så flott
høstvær. – På vestlandet vil det bli bygevær
som regjerer i helgen og i starten av neste
uke. Det som er fint med det er at det ikke
blir helt grått, men at det kan sprekke opp
av og til med opphold og kanskje til og med
sol om man er heldig, sier han. – Til gjengjeld får de det bedre noen dager fra tirsdag
av. Imens får de nytte oppholdet innimellom
bygene. Midt-Norge trekker, ifølge meterologen, det korteste strået i kampen om godværet. – Møre og Romsdal og Trøndelag får
mest nedbør i helgen, med pålandsvind stort
sett hele helgen. Det blir litt lettere første
halvdel av lørdag, og det blir også mer rolig
fra tirsdag eller onsdag, sier Ravnestad.
(VG)
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Nyheter fra Norge

frp er provosert
Bård Hoksrud mener
bilistene må ta
regningen for det
regjeringen kaller
«tidenes løft» for vei og
jernbane

Kan bli lovlige
I flere tiår har det vært
forbudt å holde herptiler –
slanger, øgler og amfibier
– i Norge. Fra neste år kan
det bli lovlig å ha dem som
norske hobbydyr
NRK
Det er anslått at det finnes fra 100.000
til 120.000 slike dyr i landet, og alle er ulovlige. I Europa er det bare to land som har forbud mot hold av herptiler – Island og Norge.
Et hovedargument for tillatelse er hensynet
til dyrets velferd.
– Det er uheldig at det er så mange dyr
i Norge som lever i det skjulte. Folk kvier
seg for å oppsøke veterinær av frykt for å bli
anmeldt. Da er det bedre å ha dem i det åpne.
Vi har utarbeidet og kvalitetssikret en liste
på rundt 30 arter som vi foreslår å gjøre lovlige som hobbydyr i Norge, sier seksjonssjef
Torunn Knævelsrud i Mattilsynet til NTB.
I løpet av høsten sender tilsynet et
forslag til ny forskrift om dette til Landbruks- og matdepartementet som vil ta stilling til om det skal sendes ut på høring.
– I fjor ble det tatt en prinsipiell beslutning om at dersom tilsynet kom med en slik
liste, ville vi være positive til å se på den.
Kommer det et konkret forslag til en forskrift
som vi mener er fornuftig, vil det bli sendt
ut på ordinær høring, sier ekspedisjonssjef
Gunnar Hagen i departementets avdeling for
matpolitikk til NTB.
English Synopsis: Soon, it could be legal in Norway
to import several kinds of reptiles to buy as pets.

Forventer femårsflom i
Trøndelag og Møre og
Romsdal
VG

VG
7. oktober utropte regjeringen samferdsekssektoren til en av de store vinnerne i det
nye forslaget for statsbudsjett. Regjeringen
overoppfyller dagens transportplan med 1,5
milliarder.
Det er ikke nok til å imponere Fremskrittspartiets Bård Hoksrud.
– Dette kan ikke kalles noen satsing, de
sier bare at de klarer å fylle opp rammene
de la for Nasjonal Transportplan i 2009, sier
Hoksrud til VG Nett.
Nestlederen i transport-og kommunikasjonskomiteen synes tvert i mot at regjeringens prioriteringer tyder på at satsingen
ligger på helt andre steder.
– Jeg registrerer at de har økt bistandsbudsjettet med 2,3 milliarder, altså er det
bevilget nesten en milliard mer til bistand
enn samferdsel. Det sier meg at de satser på
helt andre ting enn samferdsel, sier Hoksrud.
7. oktober lovet de at vei og togprosjekter skal bli fullført eller settes i gang over
hele landet. Flere av prosjektene forutsetter
imidlertid at regjeringen får grønt lys for å
kreve bompenger, skriver NRK.
Frp mener det blir altfor dyrt for bilis-

Nå blir det flom

Bård Hoksrud (Frp).

Foto: Wikimedia Commons

tene.
– Jeg blir provosert over at de kaller det
et spleiselag mellom bilistene og staten. Når
bilistene skal betale opptil 70-80 prosent av
prosjektet, er det ganske frekt å kalle det et
spleiselag, sier Hoksrud.
Han får støtte fra Knut Arild Hareide
(Krf).
– Regjeringen inviterer til en veifest,
men mye av regningen går til bilistene.
– Det er en forbedring, men det møter
ikke behovene innenfor sektoren, sier Hareide.
English Synopsis: The amount of money allocated for
transportation in this year’s state budget is not nearly
enough according to the Progress Party’s Bård Hoksrud.

Store nedbørsmengder ble varslet i
Møre og Romsdal og Trøndelag fra 6. oktober. NVE har gått ut med et flomvarsel for
områdene.
Det er ventet at vannføringen vil øke
raskt i de fleste vassdragene, og at den kan
øke til over nivå for femårsflom i mange
vassdrag.
Mest utsatt er vassdragene i Romsdal,
Nordmøre og Sør-Trøndelag, opplyser Norges vassdrags- og energidirektorat (NVE).
– Vi opprettholder prognosen vår fra
tidligere, dette blir en relativt stor flom, sier
Lars Johan Pettersson, vakthavende hydrolig i NVE, til VG Nett 7. oktober.
Han forteller at det er varslet femårsflom, en flom med en størrelse som rammer i
gjennomsnitt hvert femte år.
Nedbørsmengdene som er ventet kan
medføre oversvømmelser, spesielt i tettbygde strøk.
– Regnet vil ta seg litt ned mot kvelden,
og i enkelte vassdrag, kommer vannet til å
stige og synke fort. Andre kommer til å kulminere i løpet av natten, sier Pettersson.
På steder med mye vann i bakken fra før
kan dette gi økt risiko for jordskred. Dette
gjelder spesielt i bratt terreng og langs elver
og bekker med stor vannføring.
English Synopsis: Fall flood danger sweeps through
parts of Trøndelag and Møre and Romsdal.

hurtigruten taper
Hurtigruten tapte så det
sang i EFTA-domstolen,
og dermed må staten
belage seg på å punge
millionbeløpet som de
har holdt tilbake i støtte til
Hurtigruten
NRK
En kontrakt mellom staten og Hurtigruten utgjør ulovlig statsstøtte, fastslår
domstolen i EFTA (European Free Trade
Association) i en dom avsagt mandag. Dommen kan ikke ankes.
I 2008 inngikk staten ved Samferdselsdepartementet og Hurtigruten ASA en avtale
om tilleggskompensasjon under den tidligere
kystruteavtalen av 2004. Staten la den gang
til grunn at tilleggsbevilgningen var i tråd
med statsstøtteregelverket.
Den samlede ekstrastøtten var på 405
millioner kroner. Hurtigruten fikk utbetalt
cirka 170 millioner kroner før Brussel protesterte. Da stoppet staten overføringene.
Hurtigruten har utestående 235 millioner
kroner av disse.
EFTAs
overvåkingsorgan
(ESA)
konkluderte i 2011 med at ekstrastøtten var
i strid med EØS-avtalens statsstøtteregler.
Hurtigruten ASA og staten brakte ESAs vedtak inn for EFTA-domstolen, og EFTA-domstolen har i dag opprettholdt ESAs vedtak.

Foto: Kolbjørn Blix Dahle

Dommen i dag fastslår ikke hvor stor
del av beløpet på 405 millioner kroner som
er ulovlig, men i prosessen frem mot dagens
domsavsigelse har ESA klargjort sitt eget vedtak av juni 2011, og fastslått at ca. 145 millioner kroner utgjør ulovlig støtte etter deres
vurdering.
– Vi er skuffet over EFTA-domstolens
avgjørelse og vil nå analysere dommen og se
hvilke alternativer som foreligger. Det faktum at ESAs vedtak opprettholdes, innebærer ikke nødvendigvis at ESAs vurdering av
hvor stor del av det utestående beløpet Hurtigruten kan få utbetalt, blir stående. Dette er
i utgangspunktet et separat spørsmål mellom
staten og Hurtigruten ASA, sier konsernsjef i
Hurtigruten ASA, Daniel Skjeldam.
English Synopsis: The European Free Trade Association recently found that a contract between the
Norwegian government and Hurtigruten constituted
illegal state aid.
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Apology given Are you a true Norwegian?
Minister of Justice
issues late apology to
former police director
VG

On Oct. 6, former police director Øystein
Mæland finally received an apology from his
former boss, Minister of Justice Grete Faremo.
“I blame myself for not having been in
touch with him before I requested the competency evaluation,” said Faremo to NTB
after a press conference on the state budget
Oct. 8.
Øystein Mæland confirmed to VG that
she contacted him on Oct. 6.
The same morning, he talked to VG
about the events that led to his resignation as
state police director Aug. 16.
Faremo clarified to VG on Oct. 8 that
she wrote in a text message to Mæland Aug.
19 that she blamed herself for not having
been in touch.
The former police director has previously said that he felt that Faremo used their
personal friendship to claim a “conflict-ofinterest” in order to push him out of his position as quickly as possible and without talking to him directly.
She was subject to quite a bit of criticism after this happened, and remains in a
firestorm of media and opposition criticism.
“It was obnoxious. I was greeted with
the expectation that I myself would clarify
my own situation, and that the time frame
was ruled by NRK because Faremo would
appear in a live TV debate,” said Mæland to
VG.
During the press conference Oct. 8, Faremo was asked more about what happened
on Aug. 16 when she announced on live TV
that she felt a “conflict of interest” in relation
to Mæland.
The Minister of Justice says the past 15
months since the terrorist attacks on July 22,
2011 have been difficult for her ministry.
“We have had to show both a willingness to change and lead differently and build
new skills. I will of course refrain from commenting on personnel matters and I’ve obviously had conversations with the staff in the
ministries. I would like to say that I felt Mæland did an outstanding job,” said Faremo.

See > Norwegian, page 5

Flood warnings for central Norway

Flood warnings have been issued for the
counties of Møre og Romsdal and SørTrøndelag, following heavy rainfall from
Oct. 6. Norwegian Water Resources and
Energy Directorate (NVE) warns that flow
of water in many rivers may reach the
level of a five-year flooding, particularly in
Romsdal, Nordmøre and Sør-Trøndelag.
(Norway Post)

Statistics Norway
shows 1.1 million
Norwegians have
immigrant background
With a new report requested by the Progress Party (FrP), Statistics Norway (SSB)
reports one in five Norwegians have “immigrant background.”
Norway’s population is growing at a
record pace with a mix of immigration and
higher birth rate. As of July 1, Norway had
5,017,500 residents. The national population
grew by 14,600 in the second quarter, which
is the fourth highest population growth ever
in the second quarter. Oslo and Rogaland
had the highest number of births, whereas
Akershus and Østfold had the largest domestic gain. In the first half of the year, 22,900
people moved to Norway.

This week on Norway.com

American rescued after icy night on
mountain

Photo: Sølve Sundsbø / The Royal Court

According to Statistics Norway’s new report of
immigrants in Norway, HM Queen Sonja and
HRH Crown Princess Mette-Marit are the only
helnorsk members of the Royal Family.

Extended
time
for
dads
New fathers to have 14 weeks of leave from work

Frozen to the bone but in good spirits,
an American was rescued on Oct. 2 after
spending a bitterly cold night in stormy
conditions on a mountainside in southern
Norway. Strong winds, heavy fog, hail
and snow all combined to delay rescuers
tasked with bringing the American
day-tripper down from a ledge on the
Gaustatoppen mountain in Telemark
county. The American was reported
missing shortly after midnight on Monday
after he had walked from the train station
in Rjukan during the afternoon and begun
climbing the 1,883-meter peak. Dressed
only for a short hike, the 23-year-old got
stuck a ledge on the mountain’s western
face. The Alpine rescue crew eventually
helped the climber from the ledge before
accompanying him to Selstali mountain
farm, where a doctor confirmed that he
was not seriously injured, said police
spokesman Vidar Aartvedt.
(The Local.no)

Anders Behring Breivik moved back to
Ila prison

Photo: Nancy Bundt / www.visitnorway.com

New government proposal for the 2013 budget extends paternity leave from 12 weeks to 14 weeks.

VG
The Socialist Left (SV) party and the
Norwegian government propose two additional weeks of extended paternal leave

(called pappapermisjon in Norway), giving
Norwegian fathers 14 weeks instead of 12

July 22 terrorist Anders Behring Breivik
was moved back to Ila prison on Oct. 8.
The day after the anniversary of the terror
attacks that killed 77 people, he was moved
to Skien – primarily for the employees of
the prison who have worked with him over
the past year would get a break. Norwegian
law states that the staff who works with
extremely high security inmates must have
a break from the prisoners when they have
worked with them for one year. On Aug.
24, Breivik was sentenced to 21 years
in custody with a minimum term of 10
years. His time in prison can be extended
indefinitely in five-year increments.
(VG)

See > fathers, page 6
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Joining forces with NASA

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates

Winners

5.7114
5.7494
6.6334
0.9758
0.7710

Name		

Byggma		
Petrolia
Oceanteam Shipping
Questerre Energy Corp.

NOK

25.0
0.7
3.9
4.4
Electromagnetic Geoservices 15.7

Losers
Change

17.4%
12.5%
5.4%
5.3%
4.7%

Name

NOK

Birdstep Technology
Jason Shipping
Transit Invest
PSI Group		

1.2
1.9
0.1
3.7

Eitzen Maritime Services 0.6
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Change

-37.2%
-15.9%
-15.2%
-9.1%
-8.8%

Norwegian start-up company Robotic Drilling
Systems teams up with US space agency

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

Waiting too long for your issue?
Try our digital edition – delivered to
your inbox every Friday morning!

Email kelsey@norway.com to activate your
digital subscription today!
Fine print: All print subscribers have access to
our digital edition until June 1, 2013. You can also
change to digital-only if you prefer.

Photo: Robotic Drilling Systems

Norwegian start-up company Robotic Drilling Systems develops new drills that could lead to more
precise and efficient oil rigs.
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NASA is joining forces with a small
Norwegian company called Robotic Drilling
Systems. They are looking forward to utilize
and develop knowledge about robotic oil
drills that can be useful in finding out more
about the planet Mars. Safely traversing
the Red Planet while beaming data through
space turns out to have a lot in common
with exploring the deepest recesses of earth
in search of crude oil and natural gas under
extreme conditions. Robotic Drilling Systems, a start-up company bent on developing a drilling rig, that can think for itself, has
cooperated for some time with NASA. The
small company might also learn a lot about
sensors that are increasingly used in the oil
and gas industry.
Now the company, located outside
Stavanger, has signed an agreement with the
U.S. space agency that will enable Robotic
Drilling Systems to access some of the most
advanced robotic software in the world. The
company hopes this will aid the development
of its prototype autonomous drill, designed
to help the oil industry expand its operations,
particularly into more extreme environments,
by overcoming the difficulties of recruiting
more experienced staff.
It all started in 2005 when four serial
entrepreneurs started Seabed Rig AS. For
the last couple of years, Statoil has been an
important support both technical and financial. The potential customer soon became an
investor in the company. Later Convexa and
iPark AS followed suit as significant shareholders.
This made it possible for the start-up
company to develop an innovative autonomous robotic drilling rig for unmanned
drilling operations. The unmanned system
utilizes autonomous robotic working opera-

tions that can be remotely controlled from
an interactive 3D interface. This system can
be used on existing as well as new drilling
structures both offshore and on land. Seabed
Rig has complemented their own solutions
with technology from Energid Inc, the market leader in advanced robot systems. They
also cooperate with leading R&D institutions
as Stanford University. Last year they were
finalists in DNB’s Innovation Award. With
Russian scientists they patented a concept
of using robotic drilling structures in water
filled tunnels in the Artic.
This spring, after two years of testing,
the Seabed Rig robotic drilling structure on
land in Forus outside Stavanger, the company changed name to Robot Drilling Systems
to further emphasis their focus on top side
drilling structures.
After an equity investment of NOK 120
million (USD 23 million), Robot Drilling
Systems will develop and qualify robotized
drill floor tools to be used on land based as
well as offshore-based drilling structures.
The largest contributors in the equity investment were Statoil Technology Invest, Investinor and Westcon.
Globally there is an increasing need for
increased output from existing oil and gas
fields. To find new huge reserves you have
to dig deeper and in areas with a tougher
climate. These are important market drivers where the company has the possibility to
play a leading role in an increasing market.
In order to stay creative with an open
mind to technical challenges the company
believes that it is important to play and have
a good time, in an informal atmosphere.
Their own curling tournament and the riggers regatta team are examples.

Business News & Notes
Seadrill looks to move from Norway

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

Shipping tycoon John Fredriksen announced
on Wednesday plans to move management at
Seadrill (SDRL.OL: Quote) out of Norway,
prompting the chief executive of the world’s
biggest deepsea drilling rig owner to leave and
opening a new chapter in Fredriksen’s controversial love-hate relationship with his former
homeland. Seadrill said it is looking at several alternative locations for its central man-

agement, with London, Dubai, Singapore and
Houston under consideration after concluding
that its current base in Stavanger, the Norwegian oil industry’s capital on the west coast, is
too expensive and too remote for a company
seeking to do business globally. “Stavanger
may constrain Seadrill’s aggressive growth
plans, for which access to qualified personnel
is critical,” the firm said.
(Reuters)
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New material may replace silicon
Norwegian researchers are the world’s
first to develop a method for producing
semiconductors from graphene. This finding
may revolutionize the technology industry
Research Council of Norway
The method involves growing semiconductor-nanowires on graphene. To achieve
this, researchers “bomb” the graphene surface with gallium atoms and arsenic molecules, thereby creating a network of minute
nanowires.
The result is a one-micrometer (equivalent to 1/1,000 of a millimeter) thick hybrid
material which acts as a semiconductor. By
comparison, the silicon semiconductors in
use today are several hundred times thicker.
The semiconductors’ ability to conduct electricity may be affected by temperature, light
or the addition of other atoms.
Fantastic potential
Graphene is the thinnest material known,
and at the same time one of the strongest. It
consists of a single layer of carbon atoms and
is both pliable and transparent. The material
conducts electricity and heat very effectively. And perhaps most importantly, it is very
inexpensive to produce.
“Given that it’s possible to make semiconductors out of graphene instead of silicon,
we can make semiconductor components
that are both cheaper and more effective than
the ones currently on the market,” explains
Helge Weman of the Norwegian University
of Science and Technology (NTNU). Dr.
Weman is behind the breakthrough discovery
along with Professor Bjørn-Ove Fimland.
“A material comprising a pliable base

< Norwegian
From page 3

Statistics Norway classifies “immigrant
background” to people who do not have
both parents and all four grandparents born
in Norway. This means 3,880,978 people in
Norway are considered helnorsk (full Norwegian.
Those classified in the “immigrant background” include members of the Royal Family in their group: HM King Harald, HRH
Crown Prince Haakon and Princess Märtha
Louise have parents and grandparents born
abroad. The late King Olav was in fact born
in the U.K., and his wife, Crown Princess
Märtha, was born in Sweden.
Royal reporter Kjell Arne Totland was
surprised with SSB’s assessment, saying he
has no plans to mention the Royal Family as
anything but Norwegian in the future.
“In many ways, the Royal Family is the
personification of our national identity – no
matter where their ancestors have their roots.
It is still a little sobering to note that, according to SSB’s definition, the only members of
the Royal Family who are helnorsk are those
who married in, HM Queen Sonja and HRH
Crown Princess Mette-Marit,” said Totland.
Both women are commoners with no royal
lineage. The Crown Prince Couple’s children
are considered full Norwegian.
“We asked for the report because we

that is also transparent opens up a world of
opportunities, one we have barely touched
the surface of,” says Dr. Weman. “This may
bring about a revolution in the production of
solar cells and LED components. Windows
in traditional houses could double as solar
panels or a TV screen. Mobile phone screens
could be wrapped around the wrist like a
watch. The potential is tremendous.”
Broad-based public funding
The researchers have received assistance in gaining patents and founding a
company from NTNU Technology Transfer
AS, a collaborative partner to the program
entitled Commercializing R&D Results
(FORNY2020) at the Research Council of
Norway.
However, the path to these remarkable
findings started with basic research funded
under the Research Council’s Clean Energy
for the Future Program (RENERGI) and the
now-concluded program, Nanotechnology
and New Materials (NANOMAT), which
initiated the findings.
Huge interest among electronics giants
The researchers will now begin to create prototypes directed towards specific areas of application. They have been in contact
with giants in the electronics industry such
as Samsung and IBM. “There is tremendous
interest in producing semiconductors out of

wanted to know more about how the population evolves in Norway,” said Morten Ørsal
Johansen, immigration and integration policy spokesman for the Progress Party.
“The interpretations are debatable. But
the main reason why the number of Norwegian-born residents with Norwegian-born
parents and grandparents have remained
unchanged since 2004 is that society has
become more globalized and that residents
of larger extent than previously received
spouses from other countries,” said SSB researcher Helge Brunborg.
Morten Johansen Ørsal believe that
those who come to Norway, or are born here,
of course, are integrated into society.
“But it has not always been as easy, as
many people choose to live in more closed
societies and environments. Anyway, the
stories behind the numbers are interesting
and show a historic change that Norway can
withstand an open, honest, fact-based debate
about the country’s future,” he said.
Ørsal Johansen said it is important that
Parliament gets as accurate numbers as possible as the basis for allocations to municipalities, not least to avoid during budgeting.
“It does not have to be negative that
population growth is greater than previously
thought, but when groups are not easily integrated, it creates great challenges. Municipalities are under-funded and cannot provide
good services in all areas,” he concluded.

Graphic: Wikimedia Commons

Graphene is a substance made of pure carbon, with atoms arranged in a regular hexagonal pattern
similar to graphite, but in a one-atom thick sheet. It is an allotrope of carbon whose structure is a single planar sheet of sp2-bonded carbon atoms that are densely packed in a honeycomb crystal lattice.

graphene, so it shouldn’t be difficult to find
collaborative partners,” Dr. Weman adds.

The researchers are hoping to have the
new semiconductor hybrid materials on the

AIR – SEA – LAND SPECIALISTS
It’s not too early to book for Christmas – SAS special air fares

Contact us for all your travel needs, domestic and worldwide
7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Fax: (718) 238-3604 • gerd@kontiki-travel.com
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weeks off from work.
The new plan was presented by Audun
Lysbakken, leader of the Socialist Left party
and father of seven-month-old Storm.
Currently, the generous parental leave
quota in Norway is 47 weeks with 100 percent pay, or 57 weeks at 80 percent pay. The
compensated time allows new parents to focus on their new child without the stress of
limited income. Three weeks before birth and
six weeks after are reserved for the mother,
and 12 weeks are reserved for the father. It
is up to the parents to decide how to split the
rest of the time within a three-year period.
The new plan would increase time off to
49 weeks with full pay, or 59 weeks with 80
percent pay. The two weeks would be used
for fathers only.
Lysbakken came under strong criticism
for his proposal by commentators, focusing
on his own use of pappapermisjon in the
spring.
“I am surprised that the criticism against
Audun is so strong, for a father of young
children to spend a few months with his son.
It allows us to see how important it is to keep
parts of the leave to the father, for they are
still subjected to enormous pressure,” says
Inga Marte Thorkildsen, the Minister of
Children, Equality and Social Inclusion and
mother of Johan, aged two and a half.
“It suggests that having important positions are reserved for those without children.
The system we have helped to create thankfully makes sure arrangements are made for
people to be parents and have busy jobs.
Without childcare and parental leave, we
could not lead SV,” said Lysbakken to VG.
“Some talk of leave as a leisure activity,
but… it is a good investment for society,” he
added.
Critics point to the fact that no money
has been allocated to the additional leave
next year, which is expected to cost NOK
585 – 650 million (approximately USD 102
– 114 million) per year.
“So far, they have not put any money
on the table. And if we win the election next
fall, these two extra weeks to be taken out
immediately,” said Solveig Horne, family
spokeswoman for the right-wing Progress
Party (FrP).

Don’t forget!
All subscribers have full
access to our new digital
edition! Email kelsey@norway.
com to activate your account.

NEW! Birkebeiner print
9.75x12” + generous border

Bergslien’s famous 1869 Norwegian painting of “Birchlegs” ski rescue
• full-color, fade-proof
• quality paper
• FREE shipping in
sturdy mailing tube to
US 48 states
• $15 each, USD only;
VISA/MasterCard

Order from
NORWAY ART
1455 West Lake St, B-20
Minneapolis, MN 55408
call 612.339.7829 or 612.871.2236, or
email: mjtmn@aol.com
Why not order now for shipment to your home or business
and have this beautiful art waiting for you there?!
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On the EDGE

An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!

Oil, employment and the Dutch disease
By Siv Jensen, leader of the Progress Party

The current Red / Green-government
suffers wear, and shows signs of illness.
Currently, the leader of the Socialist Left
party, Mr. Audun Lysbakken, focuses on
the “Dutch disease.” His view is that the
Norwegian economy is at full throttle, and
thus Norway needs to reduce petroleumrelated activities, so that the workforce
can shift to public sector and traditional
land-based industries. This is probably the
wrong medicine.
It is crucial to ensure the Norwegian
long-term competitiveness. The petroleum
industry is highly profitable, and the industry has a special responsibility to contain the wage pressure. However, to hinder
our most profitable industry, to shift workforce to the public sector, that would be a
recipe for Dutch disease.
In the 1950s through the 80s, the
Dutch mistake was not over-investment
in resource-based industries, as Lysbakken and parts of the environmental lobby
contends. The actual problem was that
the windfall-inflated public budgets and
welfare. Traditional industries lost out.
As income from natural gas dwindled the
public sector was already too expensive to
maintain. The diet was painful.
Norwegian unemployment is very
low (currently 3 percent). Petroleum-related activities have laid the foundation
for a strong economy, even while countries around us struggle. However, if we
are to shift workforce, is it really sensible
to shift it away from our most profitable
sector? Maybe it would be better to shift
it from a bloated Public sector, which has
grown considerably while the Red / Green
government has been in power. Maybe we
should mobilize the hundred of thousands
of unemployed that can and want to contribute.
I don’t believe the Socialist Left when

they claim they want more employed in
traditional industries. Our experience with
the Socialist Left tells us they don’t. An
example: To the newspaper Dagsavisen,
the Socialist Left stated that we have to accept that jobs in the traditional industries
are lost as a consequence of CO2 cuts.
If Lysbakken and the Socialist Left
are worried about jobs, they should have
a look at the regulatory regime for the energy- and environment-related activities.
The current government has banned the
industries from owning their own hydropower plants, reduces the maximum hydropower contracts, and introduces a stifling quota system. The effect is to inflict
increased cost on Norwegian industry.
Will we lose a lot, if we to take a break
in the petroleum sector? The answer is yes.
Norway exports more than just oil and gas.
We export related technology, knowledge,
skills and products. The Norwegian petroleum industry is on the highest level in the
World. We should ensure the current R&D
level is sustained. At the same time, longterm planning and development of fields is
needed, so that infrastructure development
is rational.
If Lysbakken is serious, he should
start by changing the Government economic policies. The current guidelines
for fiscal policies are too restrictive, and
hinder investment in infrastructure, R&D
and cripple the non-petroleum-related industries. The curious part of the guidelines
is that the petroleum industry, according to
the government, does not create inflationary pressures.
Last summer, Parliament passed legislation to start development of four largescale petroleum developments, at a value
of USD 15 billion. No politician stated that
it would create inflationary pressure. Not
even the Socialist Left. The same money

could have bought the Intercity railway triangle (around Oslo). Or made the Coastal
highway E39, from Kristiansand to Trondheim, ferry-free (new bridges and tunnels).
But when we propose such projects, we are
met with accusations that they will create
inflationary pressure. Even if we suggest
foreign construction companies could do
the job. So, if petroleum is the “problem,”
why does the government policies accept
unlimited petroleum investment?
The answer is obviously because the
limit of irresponsible fiscal policies is not
one or 100 billion (NOK) more or less.
Particularly when the funds are invested.
Increased public budgets are quite a different thing. They must be reduced. Thus
it is how public money is spent that should
concern the government, not just how
much. This is crucial understanding, which
is vital to build a competitive Norway. Unfortunately, the Red / Green politicians are
blinded by the current public wealth, and
do not understand how private sector must
be allowed to develop. A Prime minister
that abroad boasts about the Norwegian
level of tax, is the “Dutch disease” patient
most in need of a cure.
Siv Jensen is the Leader
of the Progress Party
(Fremskrittspartiet) and
also the parliamentary
leader for the Progress
Party’s group in the
Storting (The Norwegian Parliament). The
libertarian-conservative Progress Party is
the second largest party in Norway and the
leading opposition party. Ms. Jensen has
been elected member of the Storting since
1997, representing the district of Oslo. Ms.
Jensen is member of the Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs and Defense and member
of the Enlarged Foreign Affairs Committee.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is
not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.
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3.3 percent will be used, because the oil fund
has grown so large and spending four percent
of it could overheat Norway’s economy.
NRK reports in spite of the July 22nd
commission’s criticism of Norway’s emergency response and preparedness, additional funds will not be set aside for measures
against terror.
However, more money will be invested
in public transportation – the “big winner” in
next year’s budget according to NRK. The
Østfold railway will be expanded with an
extra set of tracks, and a new tunnel will be
built on the west coast between Bergen and
Arna.
Funds for international development aid
were increased by NOK 2.3 billion (USD
400 million). Since 2004, the red / green coalition government has doubled the budget
for development aid with the goal of using
one percent of Norway’s income to helping
people out of poverty.
The Ministry of Culture will receive an
additional NOK 1 billion to fund cultural
programs.

Views and News from Norway reports
the government is moving ahead with its
widely unpopular proposal to raise import
tariffs on meat and hard cheeses by re-calculating how they’re set. Imported beef prices
would rise by 344 percent and cheese by 277
percent, effectively keeping them out of the
market and protecting Norwegian beef and
cheese, which will then leave Norwegian
farmers more free to boost their own prices.
Critics charge this will reduce selection at
grocery stores and further add to grocery bills
that already are the highest in the world.
One NRK commentator speculated that
additional funding for schools, day care and
elder care programs would be in line with
what experts in those areas have requested.
Johnsen told NRK that “there will certainly
be many who would have wanted more,”
but he stressed that Norway remained in a
“privileged and good situation” because of
its strong economy. While other finance ministers in Europe are having to make painful
cuts in their state budgets, Johnsen has been
spared such a tough job because Norway remains wealthy and able to continue expanding.

< Grete
From page 1

of cancer. The late Grete Waitz, a nine-time
winner of the New York City Marathon, was
a co-founder of the AKTIV Against Cancer
Foundation. The event included a half-marathon, a 1.7-mile run, and kids’ races.

Course information:
The course for Grete’s Great Gallop
Half-Marathon in Support of AKTIV Foundation 13.1M is tough – two laps of Central
Park adds up to a lot of hills – so some longrace experience and hill training are advisable. Almost all of the course is run over
curving roads and undulating terrain, except
for one straight, flat half-mile stretch along
the East Side that you’ll run twice. Major uphills are at approximately 1.5, 3, 4, 7.5, 9, and
10 miles. There are water stations approximately every mile, and Gatorade Endurance
Formula is available at 1.25, 3.5, 5.75, 7.25,
9.5, and 11.75 miles.
For more information, visit http://nyrr.
org/races-and-events/grete’s-great-gallop
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Letters to the Editor

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Dear Editor,
I am writing in response to Dr. Steinar
Opstad’s On the Edge piece “Is Norway a
Socialist Country?” published in the Sept.
7 issue. I respect Dr. Opstad’s position and
his contention that Norway is not a socialist
country. He denies that Norway is a socialist
state, but confirms that it is a welfare state.
Except among professional political scientists, there is little difference between socialism and the welfare state. Dr. Opstad is a
Norwegian writing about a Norwegian economic and political situation to an American
audience. The article is read by Americans
who know very little about political and economic life in Norway especially in the context of how socialism and its welfare state
affects the residents of Norway.
Dr. Opstad does a classic “bait and
switch,” changing the definition of socialist
by making reference to the 0.5 percent of the
Norwegian population who are registered
“socialists.” In daily parlance, “socialism”
is not a clearly defined term, and there have
been many variations of socialism over the
years. If, by Opstad’s definition, socialism
was “freedom for the working class” why is
it that the Poles and the Hungarians and even
the Russians revolted and moved to a more
capitalistic economic system? They did it because without some very special economic
conditions the “idealism” of socialism does
not work.
What might those “economic conditions”
be? Norway, unlike other oil-rich countries,
uses its oil-related wealth to the benefit of
many in the country. Call that positive socialism and it speaks well of Norway. Norway has had a culture of concern for others,
a culture that stems from the reality of vital
Christianity harking back to previous generations when the Bible was believed and life
was lived consistent with biblical principles.
(Remember when Norway sent more missionaries, per capita, than any other country?
Such is not the reality of Norwegian Christianity today.) Norwegians can continue to
live in their socialistic welfare state society
as long as the oil continues to flow and the
krone is supported by foreign sales. Socialism and social services will survive until the
oil investments have been used up.
I have come away from recent visits to
Norway with concerns about what has happened to the classic “Norwegian work ethic”
in the land of my forefathers. During one of

Han Ola og Han Per

my recent visits to relatives in Norway, I was
discussing the wage scale of men working in
their manufacturing facility. With my background of managing multi-million dollar entities I was interested in what the pay scale
was for the machinists operating NCN milling machines in their factory. The equivalent
(in 2008) was about USD 44,000. How much
did the engineers who were responsible for
programming the NCN milling machines
make? The response was USD 55,000. What
then was the motivation for spending years
in a university or taking the responsibility
for the project leadership? They could not
answer that question. It certainly was not for
financial gain. With the level of socialism
there is no need to excel. There is no need to
push one self for a higher education, to work
harder, to do extremely well.
Dr. Opstad has a few items correct:
“Center-right Norwegians have embraced or
absorbed many of the ideas of socialism.” By
that definition even Norwegian center-right
parties are socialists, to some degree. Registered socialists in Norway are what should
truly be called hyper-socialism by any neutral
observer. That does not change the definition
of socialism but it does change the perspective that Norwegians have of socialism and
the welfare state verses the perspective that
many Americans have of socialism.
Another area where Dr. Opstad was
correct is about the Norwegian media. For
example, NRK presents an extremely biased opinion of American politics. During
my annual visits, starting in the 1980s, NRK
was presenting a patently one-sided view of
American politics, and presented it in a way
that gives the impression that everyone in the
U.S. was like-minded. Be it the racial situation in the U.S. or about the current administrations dramatic push to a socialist state,
NRK is guilty of presenting only part of the
facts. Norway now experiences what life is
like with non-Norwegian ethnic groups in
their midst and they do not like it. The older
generation does not like the way the socialist government gives unreasonable support
to non-Norwegians, thereby developing dependency among the recent arrivals. More
Norwegian-Americas should spend time
listening and watching NRK (in Norwegian)
or reading the Norwegian newspapers to better appreciate that today’s Norway is not the
Norway of our parents or grandparents. Det
er ikke gamla Norge.
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NRK bias was pathetically evident in
2008 when NRK extolled the Democrat candidate. Then Norwegians watch CNN International where they get confirmation of the
one-sided, pro-progressive, view of the U.S.
I can just imagine what NRK is reporting this
year. It is no wonder Norwegians think the
U.S. election process “a strange experience.”
Come to the U.S. for one month. Listen to
both sides of the story. Be ready to distinguish between truth and half-truths (i.e. lies).
The unbiased listener will find that our electoral process is not “a strange experience.”
One final area where Dr. Opstad is correct is in his observation that local government in Norway has some degree of control. I
hope he is talking about more than just “local
radio.” Dr. Opstad goes on to acknowledge
serious tensions between negative ideas of
the centrist state (read: socialism) a constant
conflict with decisions made in Oslo compared to what the politicians in the municipalities want to decide without interruptions
from the national bureaucrats. His conclusion
is that Norway is definitely not a socialistic
country. But in a situation where major decisions are made in Oslo and when most all of
the social service funds come from deep coffers in Oslo, the unbiased observer calls that
socialism and the welfare state.
While Dr. Opstad has some valid points,
his thesis communicates an incorrect view of
Norway today. The country has moved so
far into the socialist sphere and welfare state
that even well-educated people such as Dr.
Opstad, do not see (or choose to not see) how
far to the left they are. Socialism, as applied
to the Norwegian welfare state, will work as
long as the oil holds out, but there will be
a day of accounting. His grandchildren will
have to address that problem.
Respectfully,
Arthur Thompson
Atchison, Kansas
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Nordic delicacies
“a taste of Norway iN the heart of BrooklyN!”
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Gratin for the soul

Viking Soul Food in Portland, Ore. brings you breakfast

6909 Third Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
Phone: (718) 748-1874 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com

Celebrating 50 years of business
Visit our store in Seattle or find us online!
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6719 NW 15th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: (206) 784-7020 — Toll free: (877) 784-7020
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping!

The Little Viking
Sc a ndin avia n GiftS

a touch of Scandinavia in southern California
We have combined our two stores
and moved –
stop in to have a look and say hi!

28465 Old Town Front St. #104
Temecula, CA 92590

(951) 676-6800 | info@thelittleviking.com

subscribe to the Norwegian american weekly!
Call us: (800) 305-0217 or email: naw@norway.com

Leif Erikson Would be Proud!
“Gripping story with
expertly developed
characters... fast-paced
and rich with intrigue...”
– ForeWord Reviews
“Great series...
excellent.”
– BookReview.com
“A harrowing ride
with intriguing plot
twists and memorable
characters...”
– Norwegian American
Weekly
From the author of TARGET,
which ForeWord Reviews
called “... a terrific debut
novel by a writer to watch.”
ISBN 978-145079593-7

$17.95

Purchase your copy today!
Available online at Amazon.com or BN.com,
or visit your favorite bookstore (special order, if necessary)

www.rwangard.com

Breakfast dishes like Viking Soul Food Gratin are hearty and nutritious.
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Special ReleaSe
Restaurant owners spend countless hours fretting over food stock and prices, catering
to customers, negotiating with suppliers and supervising staff. How does a super-busy food
entrepreneur stay on top of business and make time for a healthy meal?
We asked Megan Walhood and Jeremy Daniels, co-owners of the popular Portland,
Oregon-based Viking Soul Food, and the answer was: plan ahead and eat a good breakfast!
“Hunger can lead to overeating, so breakfast is important. We’ll prepare a vegetable
and cheese gratin or frittata, using eggs from pasture-raised chickens. This makes a tremendous difference in taste, not to mention nutritional value. We shop daily at a local farm
stand and buy seasonal,” says Walhood.
The gratin recipe can be prepped the night before.

Viking Soul Food Gratin
1 tablespoon good olive oil
1 yellow onion, peeled and chopped into
thumb-size pieces
1-2 parsnips (or carrots), peeled and
chopped into ½-inch cubes
1 bunch EACH kale and chard, stems and
leaves separated and roughly chopped

1/2 head garlic, about 5-6 cloves, peeled
and thinly sliced
Kosher salt, ground black pepper
1 cup grated Jarlsberg cheese
Dash of vinegar
4 farm eggs, preferably from pasture-raised
chickens

Heat olive oil in large skillet. Add onion and parsnip and cook, stirring occasionally
for 15 minutes. Add kale/chard stems to pan. Cook for 5 minutes, stirring. Add garlic slices
and stir until they become aromatic. Add kale/chard leaves. Season with salt and pepper, stir
well, and cover; cook about 4-5 minutes. Lay veggies in a roasting pan and top with grated
Jarlsberg. You can stop here, cover and refrigerate, to finish the next morning.
Preheat broiler to medium. Heat a pot of water to just below a simmer; add a dash of
vinegar. Gently crack 4 eggs into hot water and poach about 3-4 minutes. Do not let water
boil. While eggs are poaching, heat vegetable dish in broiler until cheese is melty and golden.
Remove gratin from broiler. Using a slotted spoon, gently remove eggs from water and
place atop the gratin. Season with coarse grating of salt and black pepper. Serves 4.

What are your favorite recipes? Call us at (206) 784-4617 or (800) 305-0217 or email your
ideas to naw@norway.com.
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Journey back in time
Author Irene Levin
Berman revists the
war years during
a summer trip to
Norway and Sweden
Irene LevIn Berman
Bloomfield, Conn.

After just returning from a family vacation to Norway, I find myself reflecting on
the contradictory aspects of how Norway always emerges unchanged, secure in its own
culture, nature and initially soothing to some
one who has moved away, but who visits intermittently to refresh her basic roots…
The first day is always just that. The
omnipresent sight of open face sandwiches,
decorated with large leaves of lettuce covered with shrimp, roast beef in thin slices
or even just a fried egg, makes you feel at
home. The sound of unknown small kids
calling for mamma and papa reassures you
that the names that made your own kids
sound odd on the playground in Connecticut, reinforces that this represents the Norwegian language, and is not a weird choice
of names that you made, “scarring” them
for life! You buy a chocolate bar wrapped in
Freia’s yellow paper, and laugh to yourself
when you are handed a number of coins with
holes in the middle, unlike quarters, nickels
and dimes in the US. This, before you react
to the high price of the candy bar… but still,
this is when you feel at home in the Norway
of your childhood and your adolescence.
For me personally this was a bittersweet
holiday this month with my relatives in Oslo
to whom I am still attached, and whom I try
to see as often as possible. This trip, however, served a second purpose. I had been
invited to attend a family reunion in Stockholm, given by second cousins and with the
prospect of seeing other relatives that I also
considered mine. Our relationships go back
to my childhood, when my family was exiled in Sweden due to the German invasion
and the persecution of the Norwegian Jews.
Obviously my mind was already set on an
automatic time differential. In addition to the
family party I had been promised a visit to
the small island in the archipelago outside of
Stockholm where my brother and I spent the
summers as small children. I tried to focus on
recalling old buried memories, but my mind
was almost blank. I wanted to concentrate on
my impressions of today. I found it hard to
try to cover a time span of roughly 65 years.
On my arrival from the Oslo airport,
my cousin, who had met me, pointed to an
ordinary house in an upper middle class
neighborhood, telling me quickly that this
was the home of the now infamous Anders
Breivik. There was no need to elaborate; the
name was readily familiar, unfortunately.
His actions and destruction had changed
the perception of Norway permanently as a

Photos:Wikimedia Commons, yngve Ask / Innovation norway
View from “The Silo” (Marselis gate 24) looking northeast towards Grünerløkka, a neighborhood in Oslo that has long been populated by immigrants.

peaceful oasis in the U.S.; had put the country on the world map of terrorism within a
few hours, never to revert to its old apparent
state of innocence. Despite the yellow candy
wrapping and the coins with holes, Norway
had changed, forever. I had difficulties even
reacting to the “landmark,” not wanting to
discuss it; it still felt too raw and painful.
The realization that another cousin’s
dental practice was less than one minute
away from the obliterated government building downtown suddenly struck me again. So
did the story of a close friend, who the next
day learned of the identity of the driver of
the white van that she had followed on the
highway on that horrible afternoon on July
22, one year ago.
My brother’s frequent calls that same
day had persisted, ostensibly feeling that
I needed to be kept up to date as the news
unwound. My interpretation of this was that
even I, despite my distant life in the US, still
was part of the immediate family and needed
to be kept informed.
But Norway has changed. It is inevitable. On a quick errand into downtown
Oslo, I was once again astonished as happens every year that I visit lately by seeing
the presence of Muslims, attired differently
than most “regular Norwegians,” in addition to their darker complexion. Was this
the way my Jewish ancestors were observed
when they moved to Norway close to 150
years ago? Did they stand out? The men with
their heads covered, sporting black beards,
as opposed to the Norwegian men, who may
have had beards, but of a lighter shade? Did
some of the first Jews in Norway wear black
suits with the fringes from their prayer shawl
showing?
Nevertheless a family history of 150
years in the U.S. is not inconsiderable. It almost provides you with a right to inclusion
on a list of prestigious names, not dissimilar

to that of the people who arrived on the Mayflower. Granted, this is a slight exaggeration,
intended to illustrate a significant time span.
It is a known fact that the Norwegian
Jews focused on becoming culturally integrated as quickly as possible. Family records
show that my paternal grandfather spent a
large portion of his probably meager income
immediately on mastering the Norwegian
language, which no doubt helped him obtain
his Norwegian citizenship in 1892. His newly acquired language skills were rewarded by
being given the honor of delivering the 17th
of May speech at Rjukan in 1914, where he
lived and ran a business. Consequently he
and his family, including my father, lived and
functioned as cultural Norwegians from the
very beginning, except for practicing their
religious belief. Were they discriminated
against? Perhaps, but realistic people know
that there will always be ignorant people
who cannot accept anything that is different
than themselves.
During World War II the majority of the
men forming the basis of my early life participated in the battle against Germany, prior to
being either forced to escape or annihilated.
The term ghetto never existed and their professional and social lives were for the most
part unaffected by their religious practices.
As some in jest have called me, the
“self-appointed” spokesman/woman for
Norway and the Holocaust during the past
two years in the U.S., I have had many opportunities to exchange dialogues with both
Jews and Norwegian-Americans about this
subject. The settlement of Norwegian Jews
started when the famous poet Henrik Wergeland succeeded in repealing the prohibition
in the constitution barring Jews in 1851. The
Jewish immigration was ongoing until the
German invasion in 1940. After the global
liberation in 1945 the world dared to dream
that this, the largest disaster ever caused by

mankind, would ensure that this would never
happen again.
But here we are, 67 years later, and once
again the term anti-Semitism has raised its
head in Norway. How serious or insignificant is relatively unknown right now. The
reports are divided. Most say that it is caused
by groups of Muslims who are unwilling to
differentiate between anti-Zionism and antiSemitism. Is it really that easy, and at the
same time that serious? How can 1500 Jews
in all of Norway be the target of hatred by
100,000 new Norwegians? I would imagine
that the great majority of the new immigrants
to Norway have enough to do just staying
alive and making a living.
I have been told that most of the “old
timers,” the “old Norwegians” resent that the
Muslims isolate themselves and attempt to
live in accordance with their own old rules
and traditions. Well, in my opinion this may
not be what the Norwegians had anticipated
and hoped for, but who are they to decide
how people are to conduct their own lives
in terms of religion and culture, just because
they are living on Norwegian soil? This is a
complicated issue which needs to and hopefully will be resolved sooner rather than later.
The Norwegian media has a reputation
of always being somewhat partial to the “underdog” and seems to thrive on what many
call sensationalism. Every incident is being
blown up in the media. A number of academicians have voiced their opinion about Palestine due to aggression by the Israelis, while
it is also a known fact that their sources have
on many, many occasions been inaccurate
and have exacerbated the situation. But why
take it out on the Norwegian Jews, who are
busy living their own lives, in peace.
So where are we now? Have we, they,
the Norwegians, the Swedes and the Danes,

See > Journey, page 11
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Photo of the Week

Puzzles with Sölvi Dolland

Photo courtesy of Richard Lornson

Mount Horeb, Wisconsin Sons of Norway lodge Vennelag 5-513 will be hosting a
“frokost” on October 6, 2012. Authentic Norwegian delicacies. Norwegian Fall
breakfast including heart waffles, Norwegian pancakes, hard or soft boiled eggs,
abelakiver, rullepølse, salmon, smørgrøt, Norwegian desserts and more. Pictured:
Barb Morkri and Bev Schwierske.

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?
Email naw@norway.com or mail your photo with a caption.

Ole is on his deathbed. The doctor has
told him he has only a few hours to
live. He catches the scent of his favorite
bars wafting through the air. With all
the strength he can muster, he drags
himself into the kitchen and sees a
fresh pan cooling on the rack. He cuts
one out and bites into the scrumptious
cookie. Lena comes in, smacks his
hand, and says, “Shame on you, Ole!
Dese are for after de funeral!”

Community Connections

Gratulerer med dagen!
Barbara Vimont
Ole and Lena

America’s favorite Norwegians!

Kae Ellingsen
15. oktober
Carol A. Hasvold
Barbara Vimont

12. oktober
Ramona A. Shuros
Fairbanks AK
Mrs. Emil S. Nelson
Montevideo MN
E. Gulbrandsen
Pacific City OR
Emma Borelly
Seattle WA
David Olson
Lena WI
Gladys Thompson
Sun City Center FL
Shelley Ann Lane
Rockford MN
Terry Plant

13. oktober
Devon England

14. oktober
Gurli Eriksen
Atherton CA
Clara Johnsen
Kelseyville CA
Martin Berg
Golden Valley MN
Hansine Ringstad
Seattle WA

Seattle WA
Decorah IA
Shelton WA

16. oktober
Marvin Hanson
Eugene OR
Laila Andersen Krauss Boyertown PA
Christian P. Grorud
Portland OR
17. oktober
Doris Harshman
Clarkston PA
18. oktober
Lena Carlson
Melinda Bargreen

Waseca MN
Everett WA

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.
com. Birthdays must be submitted at least one
month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us.

Oct. 15

Shelton, Wash.
To our most loving sister who faithfully
serves family and friends and is always a
very gracious hostess. Thank you.
We wish you a very happy and well–
deserved birthday. We love you.
From your grateful sisters

Puzzle solution
Share your
news with the
NorwegianAmerican
community by
printing an
announcement
with us for just
$35. For more
information, call us at (800) 3050217 or email naw@norway.com.
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Just a minute
Encouraging columns by the late Pastor Per W. Larsen, written for Norway
Times and now shared with the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Generation gap

Bjorn A. Haugland

June 30, 1964 – September 17, 2012

Bjorn A. Haugland, 48, of the
Town of Newburgh,
N.Y., died Sept. 17,
2012, at Wingate at
Dutchess in Fishkill,
N.Y.
He was born
June 30, 1964, in
Huntington,
Long
Island, N.Y., to parents Olaf and Erna Johansen Haugland.
On June 8, 1985, Bjorn married Nina
Okland in Bergen, Norway.
He was a carpenter and a captain for
the Newburgh-Beacon ferry. Bjorn also was
past president and a member of the Town of
Newburgh Volunteer Ambulance Corps, past
president of the Sons of Norway Hudson Valley Lodge #3-432 and was a member of the

Montgomery Volunteer Ambulance Corps.
Survivors include his wife, Nina; his
parents, Olaf and Erna; his in-laws, Nils and
Nora Okland; two sons, Erik Haugland and
his fiancé, Stacy Zwart, of the Town of Newburgh and Scott Haugland, also of the Town
of Newburgh; a grandson, Christian Andre’
Haugland; his paternal grandmother, Astrid
Haugland of Norway; a brother, Glenn Erik
and his wife, Heidi Haugland, of Norway; a
sister, Anne Haugland of Newburgh; a nephew and niece, Teo and Karen Haugland of
Newburgh; and many other nieces and nephews in Norway.
Bjorn was preceded in death by a son,
Andre’ Haugland.
A memorial celebration of Bjorn’s life
took place Sept. 22 at the Winona Lake Firehouse, 160 S. Plank Rd., in Newburgh. Burial was done privately.

Knut Beyer-Olsen

August 6,1926 – September 26, 2012
Knut Beyer-Olsen was born Aug. 6,
1926 in Mysen, Norway, and passed away
Sept. 26 in Bellevue, Wash.
He is survived by his wife Merete, son
Jan, two daughters Annette and Charlotte;
and five grandchildren.

< journey
From page 9

and many other groups in Europe, not learned
their lesson? Is there nothing left of the horrid stories of murder and experiments that
Hitler and World War II forced upon us? Do
we still judge people based on their religion,
their traditions and their cultures, and are the
new Norwegians only acceptable if we are
all carbon copies of each other? What happened to live and let live? What happened to
the statement which was expressed by Elie
Wiesel, the world’s most famous Holocaust
survivor: The opposite of love is not hatred,
it is indifference. Are we trying to abide by
this in other places in the world? Do we look
at ourselves in the mirror each day and say
“What can I do today to help promote tolerance and co-existence?” This would at least
be a start.
The family reunion in Stockholm was
successful and all the newly-discovered relatives were warm and friendly. The next day a
group of relatives and friends took off for the
little island in the archipelago to see what,
if anything, I would remember. The ferry
took us across to the island, where I immediately recognized the smell, which was a
revelation. I recognized the vegetation which
strangely enough had remained fairly unchanged. When we reached “our” area, I recognized the enormous hill that I had to climb
each day to play with my cousins. It should
come as no surprise that it was not a small

Knut was deeply loved and greatly
missed. Thank you for everything.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations in memory of Knut Beyer-Olsen to
the American Cancer Society at (800) 2272345.

mountain, but rather a 30-second incline in
the road. I didn’t recognize the farm house
where we rented a room, until I had my back
against the front of the main house and saw
the barn, a little further into the property. The
barn triggered a memory, and suddenly it felt
as if a fog had lifted. I saw myself playing
on the grass outside, watching the animals.
I turned to my cousin and described it. She
then told me that at that moment I spoke to
her in Swedish, and not Norwegian. I hadn’t
noticed.

Irene Levin Berman is the author of “We
Are Going To Pick Potatoes: Norway and the
Holocaust, the Untold Story.” Berman spent
her early childhood in Norway, and fled the
Nazi occupation with her family to Sweden.
To learn more about her story and to purchase the book, visit www.norwayandtheholocaust.com.

There is no question that the old and
the young generations have quite opposite
views on many things and that their lifestyles differ in several areas. I am not trying to make a moral judgment in the following reflections, just to point out a few
factors which play a role in the so-called
generation gap.
As a boy, I remember my father in
Norway coming home with a weekly salary
which in today’s currency would amount
to $6. We never went hungry to bed and
our clothes were decent. But I recall eating fish and potatoes most weekdays. (Fish
was cheap those days!) I also distinctly recall that my mom rationed out two large
meatballs on Sundays to each of the kids.
Our house kept us comfortable but was
barren of any modern facilities. I still remember an outhouse instead of a toilet,
and a big wash tub instead of a shower. We
were not considered poor by any means,
but compared to the living standard today,
we certainly would be close to the poverty

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

Picture your loved ones
protected from life’s uncertainties.
Face the future with confidence knowing you’re prepared for life’s opportunities and challenges.
From volatile financial markets to unexpected loss or disability, Thrivent Financial has helped
generations navigate life’s uncertainties for more than 100 years. We can help protect you,
your family and your independence—no matter how you picture it.
Find out more now at Thrivent.com/pictureit.

Access your digital edition – free for subscribers!
Email kelsey@norway.com to set up your account

level.
After World War II, the conditions
certainly improved, but I still remember
that my meager salary as a minister frequently gave us worries on how to stretch
the money so our bills could be paid and
to provide the necessities for our family. I
remember the first vacuum cleaner making
its entrance into our home. I bought it for
my wife for Christmas and she was overjoyed.
Frankly, is it so strange that there
exists a generation gap and difference of
opinions? Recently I read tips on what a
financial advisor gave to young couples:
1. Cut up your credit cards and
throw them in the garbage.
2. Never borrow money if you can
help it.
3. Set up a budget and stick to it.
Come to think of it, my parents would
have made excellent financial advisors for
our time. But of course, hardly anybody
would have listened.

Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.
27575NAWA N7-12

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
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Calendar of Events Astrup Fearnley Museum reopens in Oslo
What’s going on in your neighborhood?
Arizona

Scandinavian Jul Bazaar
November 10
Phoenix, Ariz.
Join us for our annual Scandinavian Jul Bazaar! Held at Shepherd of the Valley Luthern Church (1500 W. Marland Ave in Phoenix) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For questions,
call (480) 991-9806 or email rudberg@
me.com.

California

Norwegian Cultural and Heritage Fair
October 20
San Diego, Calif.
This Cultural and Heritage Fair is presented
by Sons of Norway Valhall Lodge #6-25.
To celebrate our culture and heritage we
will have samples of traditional foods, display samples of rosemaling, woodcarving,
Hardanger lace, knitting and offer classes
for language, cooking and genealogy. The
event will take place Oct. 20, 1 – 4 p.m.,
at House of Norway, Balboa Park, 2125
Park Boulevard, San Diego, CA 92134. For
more information, call (858) 277-3376 or
email tlindgren1@san.rr.com.

COLORADO

Lutefisk Dinner and Butikk
October 20
Loveland, Colo.
Stein Fjell Lodge, Sons of Norway, invites
you to their 33rd Annual Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner, held at Faith Church, 2707
N. Wilson Avenue, Loveland, CO 80538.
Seatings are at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. Adults are
$18 per person, and children 5 – 12 are $8.
Come and be a part of Northern Colorado’s
gathering of Scandinavians. For tickets and
information, call (970) 225-9035.

FLORIDA

Sons of Norway Fest
October 27
Sarasota, Fla.
Velkommen alle sammen to our Oct. 27
Sons of Norway Fest! Join us 10 a.m. – 3
p.m at Faith Lutheran Church, 7750 Beneva Rd. Sarasota, FL 34238. Come for
music, arts and crafts demonstrations, and
to purchase Scandinavian items. Fun and
games at the Children’s table with Kim.
Two tables of home-baked Norsk cookies, cakes and bread to bring home. Have
a Norsk lunch with homemade yellow pea
soup, open-faced sandwiches, coffee cream
cake and waffles all day. Raffles and prizes
too! For more information email claire.
loken@gmail.com, and on the subject line
please put Oct. Fair.

Massachusetts

Transitions: Showcasing New Nordic
Cinema
October 19 – 21
New Weston, Mass.
Join us for our first Scandinavian Cultural
Center Film Festival! With five films over
the weekend, there is something for everyone. The festival will take place at the
Scandinavian Living Center, 206 Waltham
Street, West Newton, MA 02465. For details, call (617) 795-1914 or email akeresztes@slcenter.org.

New York

Leif Ericson Fest
October 20
Oneonta, N.Y.
Join us for a fun-filled day which includes
Norwegian waffles, open-faced sandwiches, krumkaker, Nordic crafts, new items for
sale, Flea Market tables and several raffles.
Admission is free! Ten percent of the proceeds will be donated to The Wounded Warriors. The Fest will take place 12 – 4 p.m. at
the Atonement Lutheran Church, 1 Center
Street, Oneonta, NY. For details, call (607)
510-411 or email hviking007@aol.com.
Book talk by Irene Levin Berman
October 23
New York, N.Y.
Author of “We Are Going To Pick Potatoes: Norway and the Holocaust, The
Untold Story,” Irene Levin Berman, will
give a presentation at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in New York on Oct. 23 at
7 p.m. For more information, visit www.
sjomannskirken.no/new-york.
Scandinavian Holiday Fair
November 10
Mahopac, N.Y.
Sons of Norway Troll Lodge #3-476 is
holding its annual Scandinavian Holiday
Fair on Saturday, Nov. 10, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
at the Methodist Church, Mt. Hope Rd. and
Rte 6 in Mahopac, NY 10541. We will have
Scandinavian vendors selling jewelry, rosemaling, t-shirts, hats, waffle and krumkake
irons, and more. Come to the Scandinavian
Bakery for delicious baked goods, chocolates and cheese. Our café sells meatballs,
lapskaus, pea soup, hot dogs, coffee, tea,
soda and water. Fresh waffles are being
made all day. Bring the kids for our arts
and crafts table! For information and directions, call Kari at (914) 736-0784, leave a
message and I will call you back.

Washington

Leif Erikson Lodge 106th Bazaar
October 20 – 21
Seattle, Wash.
Help Leif Erikson Lodge celebrate 106
years of bazaars! This year’s Bazaar will
be held Saturday, Oct. 20, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
and Sunday, Oct. 21, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m., at
Sons of Norway Leif Erikson Lodge, 2245
NW 57th Street, Seattle, WA 98107. Join us
for delicious food, raffles, games and more.
Great raffle prizes, including a $1,000 travel voucher on Icelandair! For questions,
call (206) 783-1274.
Lutefisk Dinner
October 21
Tacoma, Wash.
Sons of Norway Norden Lodge #2 presents
its annual Lutefisk Dinner on Oct. 21 at
Normanna Lodge, 1106 South 15th Street,
Tacoma, WA. Open seating with no reservations required, so please join us anytime
from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Admission for adults
is $20, children 7 – 12 years old is $10,
and children six and under are free! Dinner
includes lutefisk, meatballs, lefse and all
the trimmings. Also visit our Bazaar! For
details, contact Cliff Magnussen at cmjcmag1@comcast.net.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Photo: Nic Lehoux / Astrup Fearnley Museum

After over 18 years in Dronningensgate 4 in Oslo, the Astrup Fearnley Museum closed its doors Dec.
31, 2011, to prepare for their new building on Tjuvholmen in Oslo.

Special Release
On Sept. 29, contemporary art museum Astrup Fearnley Museet opened its
new building in Oslo. It was designed by
renowned architect Renzo Piano Building
Workshop in collaboration with Narud-Stokke-Wiig in Oslo.
Astrup Fearnley Museum is a privatelyowned museum, which collects and presents
international contemporary art. The Museum
was opened in 1993, but the collection has a
history dating back to the 1960s. The Astrup
Fearnley Collection has always concentrated
on individual works and artists rather than on
movements or historical periods, upholding
a distinctive focus on acquiring major pieces
of contemporary art.
Over the last decade, the Museum has
concentrated intensively on contemporary

< Musuem
From page 1

The Nordic Heritage Musuem is currently housed in an old school built in 1907,
and leased from the Seattle School District.
Museum leaders saw the need for a new facility to allow the organization to recognize
its potential as a modern museum and community center.
Plans for the new building are well underway, and the Museum is working with architecture firm Midthun. In 2009, the Board
reached the $20 million mark and completed
the real estate purchase on Market Street, the
main thoroughfare in Ballard, between 26th
Avenue NW and 28th Avenue NW.
In August, key stakeholders came together to learn about the progress in the campaign. I recently sat down with Eric Nelson,
CEO of the Nordic Heritage Museum, for a
status report on the museum.
“This is a long campaign, and we have
been very open about it since the beginning.
With 10 years into the process, it is a challenge to manage expectations,” said Nelson.
The current plan features a facility of
53,000 square feet of new construction,
which will include interactive permanent
exhibitions, classrooms and a craft studio,
as well as a state-of-the-art auditorium for
presentations and performances. Temporary
exhibits will be presented in a 4,000-squarefoot gallery. The Cultural Resource Center
will serve as a place for museum members
and visitors to research their genealogy, and
provide scholars a place to access the library, archives and collections. In addition,

artists: Jeff Koons, Damien Hirst, Richard
Prince, Cindy Sherman, Matthew Barney
and younger artists like Paul Chan, Frank
Benson, Nate Lowman and Dan Colen, to
name just a few. Most recently, the focus has
been on works by important Japanese, Chinese, and Indian contemporary artists.
The new building, located on Tjuvholmen in Oslo, opened with a new exhibit
called “To Be With Art Is All We Ask.”
The Museum’s aim is to collect and present major works by international contemporary artists in dialogue with the Norwegian
art scene, holding a real presence in the city
of Oslo and the international art world.
The new museum is already being hailed
as one of the outstanding new museums
worldwide. For details, visit afmuseet.no.

climate-controlled storage will ensure the
appropriate stewardship of art and objects.
Plans for the new building will integrate
Nordic sensibility into every aspect of its
design, programming, and operations. Core
exhibitions will share Nordic and NordicAmerican cultural heritage with a wide audience, and the facility will incorporate Nordic
ideals such as functional design and environmental sustainability.
To date, the Museum has raised $26 million for the capital campaign, over half of the
$45 million goal.
The next step to move the project forward? Taking plans from concept to permits.
Nelson hopes to reach the $5 million goal by
the end of 2012 to start the process.
“A small percentage of our funding
comes from the government and foundations
– nearly 90 percent comes from generous individuals,” he added.
Many people are taking advantage of
naming opportunities for the new building
with significant gifts.
“We have less than $19 million left to
raise in the campaign, and we could start
construction as early as 2014,” said Nelson.
“We are at an exciting point in the campaign;
with your continued support the new Museum is within our grasp.”
The Nordic Heritage Museum is located
at 3014 NW 67th Street, Seattle, WA 98117.
For information and to make a donation,
visit www.nordicmuseum.org/support.aspx,
or call (206) 789-5707. To see photos of the
new building, visit tinyurl.com/NHMphotos.
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In your neighborhood

Nordic family reunion Dream becomes reality
Norsk Høstfest in Minot, N.D., brings together
Scandinavians of all ages to share stories

Photos courtesy of Larrie Wanberg

Left: “Doc” Breen, former chairman of Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, compares artifact similar
in Sámi culture with Stina Fagerton, an Arctic storyteller from northern Norway. Right: Scandinavians of all ages participated in Norsk Høstfest. Right: Ten-year-old Tormod Torsvik Stokersen with his
mother Torill Torsvik Størkersen in their bunads.

Photo courtesy of the Eger Foundation

The new Addeo Hospice Residence at Eger is the first free-standing hospice residence on Staten Island.
The dedication will take place Thursday, Oct. 25 at 6 p.m.

Eger Foundation
Staten Island, N.Y.

Larrie Wanberg
Grand Forks, N.D.

There are rare times when it happens
that crowds of people stroll through corridors of exhibits and activities as if they were
attending an extended family reunion, like
last week during Høstfest – the largest Scandinavian festival in America.
People greeted each other, engaged in
conversations the way distant relatives do,
and gathered in clusters to enjoy food, entertainment, shopping and feeling immersed in
the best of Nordic cultures.
What struck me as a week-long observer
was how much we were all “connected,” despite diversity, and how stories anchored our
common sense of “belonging.”
A few indicators of the future stood out:
how many seniors had smart phones, how
youth were engaged in knowing their heritage, how rapidly the world is going digital,
and how diverse cultures were becoming
convergent by sharing stories.
Some stories were told in music. I noticed how youth lined the base of the stage at
a Dierck Huntley concert of country and pop
music, jumping and clapping to a strong beat
and high decibel music. At my age, I chose
to sit in on Olivia Newton-John’s concert, as
I remember her popularity with the troops
from Bob Hope’s USO days in the 1970s.
She still belts out a song, hits the high notes,
and mixes popular, country and nostalgic
songs to a large audience that prefers to sway
with the music.

Eger Lutheran Home and Services opens first
hospice residence on Staten Island, N.Y.

I rode one of two busses to the annual
wreath-laying event at the Sondre Norheim
gravesite at Norway Lutheran Church on
open prairie about an hour away. One bus
was a delegation from Norway; the other
was a bus full of high school students from
Minot. This interest by youth and studentsof-heritage is reassuring in sustaining cultural values into future generations.
I go to the wreath-laying event most every year, as my father was minister at Norway Lutheran Church for many years, and
was instrumental in locating his unmarked
grave, which later was memorialized with a
monument. Norheim, known as the “Father
of Modern Skiing” from Telemark, died as
a homesteader in McHenry County, N.D., in
1897. (For a three-minute film on Norheim’s
years as a homesteader in Dakota Territory,
see “An Unmarked Grave” at www.DakotaHeritageInstitute.com).
At Høstfest, the outreach to youth in
schools by groups and organizations is engaging and effective in linking students to
discover their heritage and embrace diversity. Youth and the digital world are integral
in classrooms and in awareness of today’s
global village environment.
I observed youth among the exhibitors
who had family businesses, as well as performance groups in music, dance and story-

The Eger Foundation, Eger Lutheran Islanders. Relying on a long-term affiliation
Homes & Services and North Shore – LIJ of more than 20 years with University HosStaten Island University Hospital, University pice, The Board of Trustees of both systems
Hospice announce the Dedication and Ribbon expressed a strong connection to make the
Cutting Ceremony inaugurating Addeo Hos- Addeo Hospice Residence dream a reality.
pice Residence at Eger. The event, scheduled
The state-approved residence realizes
for Thursday, Oct. 25 at 6 p.m., celebrates eight beautiful suites with private terraces
the first hospice residence on Staten Island nestled in 22 serene acres on Eger’s campus.
and the first free-standing hospice residence Each suite offers a private bath and sparkling
in the Metropolitan area.
hard-wood floors decorated with homelike
The Eger Foundation committed a hos- coverings and accessories. The comfort,
pice residence on our campus to North Shore compassion and care offered by hospice
– LIJ SIUH University Hospice donated the compliment the beauty of this residence and
home, land, fundraise and promised to build its surroundings.
FullStaten
Service Agency With Experienced
this state-of-the-art residence for the

See > Eger, page 15
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Faith Lutheran Church
7750 Beneva Rd
Sarasota, FL 34238

Delicious food, terrific
shopping, raffle prizes
AND MORE!
Questions?
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Fun-loving Canadians gather for BBQs in story circles along a row of RVs for tales from the trail.

Hardanger Fiddle music by Karen Torkelson Solgard

Email claire.loken@verizon.net
with “Oct. Fair” in subject line
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norwegian heritage

Norwegian Language Corner
NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES AND TROLLS

With 18 classic folk tales, fairy tales and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English,
“Tuss og Troll” is now serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner.
The stories are from the collections of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by
Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland, Johannes Farestveit and Nana Rise-Lynum. “Tuss
og Troll” was edited, designed and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri Publishing.

Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

Arts and Culture at school in Norway

Photos courtesy of Heidi Håvan Grosch

Kjetta på Dovre
Continued

– Å, du kan nok låna meg hus for
det, sa mannen. – Bjørnen min kan liggja
ved grua der, og eg kan vel få liggja inne
i koven?
– Eg er redd at trolla blir sinte på oss
om vi gjev deg husrom, sa kona.
Men så lenge bad mannen at han til
slutt fekk lov.
Så flytta folka i huset ut, og det vart
dekt på bordet til trolla. Her var både
rømmegraut, lutfisk og kurv.
Rett som det var, kom trolla. Nokre
var store, og andre var små. Nokre var
langrova, og nokre var rovelause. Nokre
av trolla hadde lange nasar òg.
Dei var ikkje seine med å setja seg
til bords. Småtrolla likte godt den feite
kurven, medan dei store trolla heldt seg
til grautfatet.
Men så var det ein av trollungane
som fekk sjå kvitbjørnen. Trollungen tok
ein kurv og sette på gaffelen.
– Kjette, vil du ha kurv? skreik han.

The Cat on
Dovre Mountain Range
Continued

“Surely, you can still give me some
lodging,” said the man. “My bear could lie
by the fireplace there, and I could lie in the
storeroom?”
“I am afraid that the trolls will get mad
at us if we give you lodging,” said the wife.
But the man begged for so long that he
was eventually given permission.
The house owners left after they set
food on the table for the trolls. There was
sour cream porridge, lutefisk as well as sausages.
All of a sudden, the trolls came in. Some
were big, and others were small. Some had
long tails, and some were tailless. And some
of the trolls had long noses as well.
They certainly were not slow in sitting
down at the table. The small trolls loved
the fat sausages, while the big trolls busied
themselves with the porridge bowl.
But then one of the young trolls caught
sight of the polar bear. The boy troll took a
sausage and put it on a fork.
“Kitty cat, do you want a sausage?” he
shrieked.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad Raneng
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Preorder for Christmas 2012! Price: $29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com
Norwegian Folk Tales, Fairy Tales
and Trolls: Tuss og Troll
Volume 1

• 18 bilingual stories English & Norwegian
• Over 600 full colored illustrations
• 192 pgs, hardcover, 7”x10”, Smyth sewn
• = $29.95 with FREE shipping in the USA
In 1944, Øyvind Dybvad had an inspiration for
a new cartoon series based on Norwegian
folk tales. The series received the resounding
name of Tuss og Troll [Gnomes and Trolls].
Other than in 1947, this classic series has
been published every year in Norway by
Norsk Barneblad. Tuss og Troll is based on
the collection of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen
and Jørgen Moe, as well as others. Illustrated
by Solveig Muren Sanden and Jens R. Nilssen.
Pre-order now for Christmas 2012 delivery
Send a check to the address below
Made in America!
Astri My Astri Publishing
www.astrimyastri.com
Deb Nelson Gourley
Phone: 563-568-6229
602 3rd Ave SW, Waukon, IA 52172
gourleydeb@gmail.com

Jakten på Huldrelokken (hunting for Huldra’s song) – a collaborative project between DKS and
Steinkjer Culture School.

When I lived in the U.S., I was very
involved as a teaching artist in the schools;
using creativity to help school subjects (and
students) come alive. Last year I discovered
that Norway has similar organizations, and
my heart skipped a beat.
We hear so much over here about sports,
and much of a child’s free time is spent on
the soccer / handball field or on the ski slopes
(and, of course, playing video games), so it
is wonderful to see that the arts are still alive
and well in the schools; that they too have a
place of importance in people’s lives.
From the Cultural Rucksack’s English
brochure: “The Cultural Rucksack is a national program for art and culture provided
by professionals in Norwegian schools. The
program enables school pupils to become
acquainted with artistic and cultural expressions of a high quality and a professional
standard and is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Education
and Research.”
In layman’s terms, that means kids get
exposed to visual arts, film, music, literature
and cultural heritage from those who do and
use it for a living.
The Cultural Rucksack (that would be
“the Cultural Backpack” in American English) is mainly funded by surplus from Norsk
Tipping (the Norwegian Lottery) and receives NOK 160 – 180 million (USD 29 – 33
million) a year; funding is then distributed
by local and regional governments.
“Every municipality in every province
across the land has access to these opportunities,” says North Trøndelag elementary and
middle school programming director, Irene
Rosenblom. “It is about giving students a
chance to witness the various art forms and
then to be a part of them.”
North Trøndelag staff person Gunn
Mogseth Skrove adds, “It means that every
student will have the opportunity to be a part
of professional art and culture. Students are
both audience members and participants and
it really has a positive effect on what they
choose to do in their free time.”
It was music that planted the seed for

the Cultural Rucksack about 12 years ago
because it was the Norwegian Music Association that, 40 years ago, started sending
musicians into schools to give two concerts a
year. Three decades later it became obvious
that students needed an even broader cultural
arts exposure, and DKS (Den kulturelle skolesekken) was born. “Culture is what gives
everything meaning,” reflects Rosenblom.
“It defines who we are and it sums up everything we have learned and everything that
has had an influence on our lives.”
If you would like to learn more, the Cultural Rucksack’s website has a downloadable
brochure in English outlining the program
(www.denkulturelleskolesekken.no).
Another outlet for a child’s artistic creativity is the Norwegian Culture School (Kulturskole/www.kulturskoleradet.no), soon to
be celebrating 40 years. Originally designed
to give after-school music opportunities to
students of all ages, the program soon expanded to include all creative art forms such
as art, music (vocal and instrumental including bands and orchestras), drama, dance and
creative writing. Today over 419 municipalities (kommuner) have a culture school; that
represents 96 percent of Norway’s municipalities. Yes, creativity is alive and well in
many forms. Now if we can just get more
Norwegians to learn rosemaling…
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Sports

Soggy matches in round 25

Weekly update from the Tippe League

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
res u lts
10/5

Vålerenga

1–1

Strømsgodset

10/6

Viking

1–1

Ålesund

10/7

Haugesund

1–0

Fredrikstad

10/7

Sogndal

1–0

Lillestrøm

10/7

Molde

3–2

Sandnes Ulf

10/7

Stabæk

0–1

Tromsø

10/7

Odd Grenland 0 – 1

Rosenborg

10/8

Brann

Hønefoss

3–2

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com
Photo: Bjørn Brunvoll / adressa.no

Vegard Forren (center) scored the winning goal for Molde in a soggy match with Sandnes Ulf.
Trondheim, Norway

to win against Odd Grenland of Skien. Although Rosenborg was perhaps a little notch
better than the hosts in total, the match could
have ended the game both ways. Odd had in
fact several chances and it was small margins that prevented scoring. Pricea’s brilliant
ending at 73 minutes came just when Rosenborg needed it most and was enough to make
three important points.
Vålerenga and Strømsgodset played a 1
– 1 tie on Oct. 5 and switched places on the
chart. Tromsø collected three points against
Stabæk and has still contact with the top
three.
Lillestrøm apparently had full control
of Sogndal at Fosshaugane away on Oct. 7,
but in the final seconds it slipped. Sogndal’s
Malick Mane got a pass through the defense
and put into the only goal.

Sports News & Notes
Solskjær denies contact with Blackburn

Molde manager Ole Gunnar Solskjær denies
media reports that he is candidate to replace
Steve Kean as manager of Blackburn. The
former Manchester United striker said to
NRK TV: We have gone up this path before
and it is only speculation. I have moved back

< Europa
From page 1

on Oct. 4.
Both goals came after the break, scored

< Eger

From page 13

Families will be able to bring some
home cooking for their loved one and create
some dishes at the residence as well. A meditation room is designed for peaceful time for
the families. Addeo’s dining and living area
with the original fireplace encourage comfortable family gathering.
The Addeo Hospice Residence is named
in memory of Richard and Gail Addeo,
founders of ADCO Electrical Corporation, a
couple who loved their community and always gave back to their community. Today,
their two daughters Gina Addeo-Sullivan and
Lisa Addeo walk in their parent’s footsteps;
we are proud to be part of their commitment
to Eger and Hospice.

1. Molde FK		
2. Rosenborg BK		
3. Strømsgodset IF
4. Tromsø IL		
5. SK Brann		
6. Vålerenga Fotball
7. FK Haugesund		
8. Viking FK		
9. Hønefoss BK		
10. Ålesunds FK		
11. Odd Grenland		
12. Lillestrøm SK
13. Sogndal IL Fotball
14. Fredrikstad FK
15. Sandnes Ulf		
16. Stabæk Fotball

to my home town, and I want my children to
have time to grow up here. He guided Molde
to their first Norwegian league title in 100
years in 2011. Molde are once again top of the
table this season, with the final game due to
take place Nov. 18.
(Norway Post)

by Jo Inge Berget (58) and Daniel Chima
Chukwu (88). Trondheim club Rosenborg
lost 0 – 1 at home to German club Bayer Leverkusen in Group K.

Today “A Dream Became a Reality”
Hospice care recognizes end of life as part of
the normal process of living with dignity until the very end. Hospice care is there for an
elderly terminally ill spouse to help with the
elderly caregiver. Hospice care is there for
children suffering from a terminal illness.
Eger was founded by and for Norwegian-Americans. The city of New York once
possessed a Norwegian population second
only to Oslo. The ethnic mix of the community has changed, so, too, have the staff,
residents and patients who now comprise the
Eger family.
For further information to attend the
ceremony, call (718) 989-3089. For further
information about hospice, call (718) 2266450.

25
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49
48
42
39
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13

< Høstfest
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Kjell Olav Strømsli

It had poured down in Molde in the
hours before the match between Molde and
Sandnes Ulf, and the grass was wet and far
from optimal. The match should probably
never have been played. Molde led 2 – 0
after the first half, but Sandnes Ulf shocked
with two goals in two minutes in the 84th
and 85th minutes. When everyone thought
that Solskjær and team had thrown away
the victory, defender Vegard Forren showed
he had other plans. Four minutes before the
final whistle he settled the water battle for
Molde with a beautiful free kick from 20 meters. Thus Molde took three important points
in the gold game, while Sandnes Ulf continues to stand with both feet planted firmly in
the relegation battle.
Rosenborg took three important points
in the quest for gold when they struggled

S tan d in g s
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telling. Stories are timeless in transferring
culture across generations.
For the past eight years, storytelling
events and a budding film festival have been
building every year with natives from northern Norway (known as Sámi) and the Turtle
Mountain Chippewa Indians. They produced
entertainment, foods, music, dance and marvelous folk stories from the Arctic and early
America traditions. Indoor and outdoor exhibits engaged every passer-by. For me with
a long lineage of Norwegian ancestry, this
event connected as “family,” for as a grandfather, seven of my nine grandchildren share
Native American genes.
The common thread of enjoyment from
many Høstfest attendees seemed to be the
personal stories that were exchanged. A Norwegian genealogist, author and editor told
me she volunteered in a nearby exhibit that
helped people search their roots in Norway.
She was sitting at a computer, when a woman asked her to search a name of an ancestor
in Norway. The woman looked familiar but
they didn’t know each other. When the name
popped up on the computer screen, it turned
out they were related. The family gene resemblances were evident.
At dusk, natural story circles formed
along lines of 1,300 RVs in a “community”
of mobile travelers that shared BBQs and
a full menu of tales from their trails. Every
morning, coffee, donuts, newspapers and
social exchanges were popular in the RV
Hospitality Center. With free Wi-Fi, many
used their laptops to connect with hometown
news delivered to their “digital doorstep.”
As Norsk Høstfest President, David
Reiten, says, “Everyone is Scandinavian at

Høstfest time!”
Change is happening in the ways we
preserve heritage. The base is festival events
like Høstfest. Day-to-day, though, digital
connections are a large part of preserving
stories of heritage across generations. The
constant seems to be how families interact
with mobile technologies that connect with
the wisdom of the past and project core values into the future.
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