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S p o rt s

Women’s U-20
team headed to
quarterfinals
Read more on page 14

Research & Education

Livet er den største gave.
Bare synd at så mange aldri rekker
å pakke den ordentlig ut.

Globalskolen
brings Norway
where you are

– Poul Bundgaard

Read more on page 5
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Norway.com News
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News

An observatory located on the
northern Norwegian archipelago
of Svalbard has started offering
a free “app” (application) that
sends out predictions on appearances of nordlys (the Northern
Lights). The app, sponsored by
the Norwegian research council
(Norges Forskningsråd), allows
everyone with a smart phone
to gain access to the Northern
Lights forecasts issued by the
Kjell Henriksen Observatory
on Svalbard, reports the Tromsø-based newspaper that’s also
called Nordlys. The app for Android, iPhone and Windows can
be installed free of charge.
(blog.norway.com/category/
news)

Culture

Stand-up comedian Daniel
Simonsen from Bergen was
touched and humbled when he
received the award for “best
newcomer” at the Edinburgh
Comedy Awards this weekend.
“I am very happy and touched to
have won. It feels very strange.
I didn’t expect this at all,” Simonsen tells Bergens Tidende.
Simonsen’s stand-up comedy
network in Bergen was thrilled
to hear the good news. “No other Norwegian comedian have
been even close to this kind of
recognition,” says Bengt Ståle
Tvedt in Stand Up Bergen.
(blog.norway.com/category/
culture)
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Moving forward after trial
Anders Behring
Breivik declared
sane, receives
maximum prison
sentence for July
22 terror attacks
Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

After four and a half months
of the trial and waiting period, terrorist Anders Behring Breivik was
declared sane by the judges and
sentenced on Aug. 24 to 21 years
in custody with a minimum term of
10 years for mass murders committed on July 22, 2011.
The judges unanimously went
against the prosecution's claim to

See > Trial, page 6
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The verdict doesn’t end the pain for July 22 survivors, but it provided closure to the 4.5 month-long trial.

Tour de Fargo Translation for all
Norwegian-American man raises
funds for Sons of Norway Foundation
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New fund to
support AmericanScandinavian
Translation Prize
Special Release

Scandinavian-American Foundation

The American-Scandinavian
Foundation (ASF) is pleased to
announce the establishment of the
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See > translate, page 12
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Scandinavian Review is published by the
American-Scandinavian Foundation

World-class tournament
Norway prepares
for Suzann Pro
Challenge in Oslo
Photo: Leslee Lane Hoyum

Tolleiv Vollen raised money for the Sons of Norway Foundation’s Humanitarian
Fund for his 250-mile ride to the International Convention in Fargo, N.D.

Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

C’est magnifique! According
to Tolleiv Vollen, 69, of St. Cloud,

Minn., the Oslo International Summer School (ISS) in 1964 changed
his life, and it was time to give

See > Fargo, page 13

Special Release
For the first time the greatest
female golfers in the history of the
sport are coming to Norway for the
Suzann Pro Challenge Sept. 7 – 9.

See > golf, page 15
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Norwegian golfer Suzann Pettersen
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Nyheter
Ti moskuser funnet døde på en uke

En epidemi herjer moskusflokken på Dovrefjell. Til sammen ti moskuser er funnet døde
eller har blitt avlivet på Dovrefjell på en uke.
Veterinærinstituttet har fastslått at årsaken
er lungebakterier, skriver Adresseavisen.
På vei inn i området for å avlive et sykt dyr
torsdag oppdaget Dovre fjellstyre tre døde
dyr i terrenget. Totalt er ti dyr funnet døde
eller blitt avlivet den siste tiden. – Vi ber om
at alle som observerer døde eller sjuke dyr,
kontakter fjelloppsynet, sier Trond Toldnes
i Dovre fjellstyre til avisen. – Ingen epidemier er like, men vi frykter at det blir like
ille som i 2006. Stammen er større nå enn
den var i 2006, så det kan bli verre. Da kan
det bli svært hektisk framover, sier Toldnes
I 2006 døde en firedel av stammen på grunn
av lungebetennelse. Siden den gang har
stammen vokst. Det ble registrert 280 dyr
under tellingen i mars i år. Alt tyder på at
varmere og fuktigere høyfjellsklima kan
true moskusstammen på Dovrefjell.
(VG)

Sigrid-forsvinningen: Politiet gjør
regelmessige helikoptersøk over vann

Politiet har de siste dagene gjennomført flere
søk etter savnede Sigrid Giskegjerde Schjetne (16) fra luften. Politiet trappet ned søket
med bakkemannskaper allerede første uken
etter at Sigrid forsvant. Etter det har det kun
vært frivillige som har deltatt i bakkesøkene
etter 16-åringen. Senest i går var frivillige
søkemannskaper ute for å lete. De siste dagene har politiet gjennomført flere søk etter
Sigrid ved bruk av politihelikopteret. Senest
i helgen ble det gjennomført helikoptersøk.
– Helikopteret gjør regelmessige søk over
det vi mener er aktuelle vann i regionen. Det
kan være lettere å oppdage ting som flyter
opp eller skylles i land fra helikopteret, sier
politiinspektør Hanne Kristin Rohde i Oslo
politidistrikt til VG Nett. Politiet har tidligere opplyst at de når som helst vil starte opp
nye søk med bakkemannskaper, dersom de
får opplysninger som tyder på at de kan stå
overfor et gjennombrudd i saken.
(VG)

Vil fylle Oslo med bier

Hvis alle verdens bier forsvinner, har menneskeheten fire år igjen å leve. Og når bier
også kan bidra til inkludering er det vel
ingen grunn til ikke å la dem fylle hovedstaden? Ideen til det Oslobaserte arkitektkontoret Eriksen Skajaa om å plassere ut bikuber langs Akerselva slo an. Skissene der
byggeplassen i Vaterlandsparken var byttet
ut med blomster, bier og fiskere ga et ganske
annet inntrykk av Oslo sentrum enn det gjør
i dag. Forslaget kom på andreplass i konkurransen Man Made Reformulate, som var en
del av Oslo arkitekturtriennale i 2010. – Vi
tenkte vi kunne sette ut bikuber langs hele
elva, et område som tradisjonelt har vært et
industriområde, men som nå er et område
fylt med romantiske naturopplevelser. Vi
ville kombinere dette med den store interessen for urban matproduksjon, sier en av
arkitektene bak prosjektet, Joakim Skajaa.
Han drikker dagens første kaffe på en kafé
på Vaterland, med utsikt til parken der han
skulle ønske bier og blomster kunne leve i
harmonisk samspill. – Ideen vår har noe poetisk over seg. Biene lager noe godt, men de
er ikke helt uproblematiske å forholde seg
til, sier Skajaa med et smil. Enn så lenge er
prosjektet på idéstadiet, men de to arkitektene har opprettet kontakt med organisasjonen Majobo (Mat og jord der du bor), for å
få ekspertkunnskap og innspill.
(VG)

Nyheter fra Norge
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topper meningsmålingen Vil diskutere
– Teknisk sett ligger
strafferammen for 77 drap
på samme nivå som for
ett. Derfor er Frp-leder Siv
Jensen mer enn klar til å
diskutere livstidsstraff

Erfarne meningsmålere
har aldri sett noe
lignende: Høyre stiger
til 37,6 prosent på
augustbarometeret fra
Respons Analyse

DaGblaDet

VG
Ikke engang de to parhestene Erling
Norvik og Kåre Willoch lå noen gang så høyt
da høyrebølgen skyllet inn fra USA og Storbritannia på 80-tallet.
Ifølge Aftenposten avviker likevel ikke
tallene dramatisk fra målingen i juni. Derimot åpner de for noe nytt. Skulle tallene
stå seg til valget, kan Høyre, slik Willoch
gjorde, forsøke å regjere alene med varierende støtte fra Frp og mellompartiene. Partiet kan også velge regjeringssamarbeid med
Frp alene eller med Venstre og KrF alene.
Dermed unngår man konflikt i regjeringen
mellom Frp og mellompartiene.
Høyre, Venstre og KrF ligger på målingen an til å få 85 mandater. Høyre og Frp får
89. Begge deler gir flertall.
Thore Gaard Olaussen, daglig leder i
Respons, fastslår at Høyre nå har satt rekord
siden byrået begynte å levere sine målinger
til Aftenposten i 2006. Han kan i det hele tatt
ikke huske å ha sett et så høyt Høyre-tall på
noen måling fra noe byrå gjennom årene.
Det kan heller ikke valgforsker Bernt
Aardal ved Institutt for samfunnsforskning.

Ny NrK-sjef
William Nygaard, Siren
Sundland og Aftenpostens
kulturredaktør mener
tiden kan være inne for en
kvinnelig NRK-sjef
aftenposten
Åtte personer har vært NRK-sjefer. Alle
har vært menn. Når Hans-Tore Bjerkaas
ikke vil fortsette som kringkastingssjef når
åremålet går ut i mars neste år, kan tiden
være inne for en kvinne, mener flere medieeksperter.
At Bjerkaas ikke lenger er kandidat
til lederjobben ble kjent tidligere mandag.
Kringkastingssjefen er administrerende direktør og ansvarlig redaktør i NRK, og sitter
på et åremål på seks år.
– Jeg har hatt kjempeartige år og har
trivdes godt i jobben. Men seks år er tilstrekkelig. Endringene skjer veldig raskt i mediebransjen, så det har vært noen tøffe år, sier
Bjerkaas. Også styreleder i NRK, William
Nygaard, og medieanalytiker og ekspert på
kommunikasjon/næringslivsstrategi, Siren
Sundland, er opptatt av at nye medievaner
får konsekvenser for jakten på ny kringkastingssjef. – Jeg tror det ville være veldig
klokt å velge en dame, gitt at kvalifikasjonene var like. Dette fordi...mediebransjen
over så lang tid har vært mannsdominert,
sier Sundland.
English Synopsis: With NRK’s president stepping
down, experts think it’s time for a woman to take over
this male-dominated field.

Foto: Wikimedia Commons

– Jeg har gått tilbake til 1980-tallet og
har ikke funnet noe institutt som har målt så
høye tall for Høyre. Jeg kan heller ikke huske
å ha sett en så stor forskjell mellom Høyre
og Arbeiderpartiet noen gang når Høyre er
størst, sier han.
– Ingen partier har for tiden så høy lojalitet blant sine tidligere velgere som Høyre.
I tillegg viser flere målinger at Høyre får
tilsig av velgere fra samtlige partier og fra
tidligere hjemmesittere. Tallene skaper nok
jubel i Høyres Hus, men også en viss engstelse. For fallhøyden blir jo stadig høyere,
sier Aardal.
Tallene for Høyre viser en oppgang på
2,5 prosentpoeng, for Ap en nedgang på 0,8
prosentpoeng, mens Frp med 12,1 prosent
har en oppgang på 0,4 prosentpoeng.
English Synopsis: Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg
and Justice Minister Grete Faremo announce a complete overhaul of Norway’s police system.

Ap-statssekretær Roger Ingebrigtsen
rykker ut og varsler at han vil fremme forslag
overfor Arbeiderpartiets programkomité om
å innføre livstidstraff i Norge.
Ingebrigtsen er statssekretær i Forsvarsdepartementet og medlem av programkomiteen. Samtidig overlevde hans stedatter fire
skudd fra Anders Behring Breivik på Utøya.
Ingebrigtsens utspill er til forveksling
likt flere av Frp’s justispolitiske favorittpoeng: Jevnlig kritiseres standarden på norske
sonigsforhold som for gode, og partiet har
programfestet økt strafferamme for vold- og
sedelighetsforbrytelser.
Frp-leder Siv Jensen er overrasket over
at utspillet kommer fra Ap, men ønsker det
likefullt velkommen. – Vi har vært pådrivere
for å øke straffenivået i 30 år. Det at debatten kommer i kjølvannet av dommen, er ikke
rart. Teknisk sett ligger straffen for 77 drap
på samme straffenivå som for ett.
Jensen mener det hele dreier seg om å
ha et straffenivå som oppfattes som rimelig
i befolkningen.
English Synopsis: Politicians on both sides of the
political spectrum want to discuss Norway’s rules
against life imprisonment.

Sikkerhetsrisiko?
Etter at VG onsdag
skrev om manglende
sikkerhetsrutiner rundt
kongefamiliens bruk
av sosiale medier, slår
kronprinsparet tilbake i et
brev de har sendt avisen
VG
Flere eksperter var i artikkelen kritisk
til Slottet og Politiets sikkerhetstjenestes rutiner ved bruk av sosiale medier. Avisen pekte blant annet på bilder som kronprinsesse
Mette-Marits sønn Marius Borg Høiby hadde
lagt ut på sin Instagram-konto.
I det åpne brevet de sendte sjefredaktør
Torry Pedersen onsdag, skriver kronprinsparet at Instagram-kontoen «vanskelig [kan]
ses på som en sikkerhetsrisiko».
De kaller også avisens artikkel «spekulativ, overdimensjonert og uten vesentlig
substans på bekostning av et barn på 15 år».
Det er ekstremt sjeldent at kronprinsparet velger å uttale seg i brevs form på denne
måten, sier Wibecke Lie som i mange år var
NTBs kongereporter.
– Så vidt meg bekjent har de ikke gått
ut med et offentlig brev til pressen før. Det
er kongehusets policy ikke å uttale seg utad.
Reaksjonen er både sterk og svært uvanlig,
sier hun.
Lie tror bakgrunnen for brevet er medi-

Foto: Det kongelige hoff
Kronprinsfamilien foran Hagia Sofia i Istanbul. Fra
Kronprinsfamiliens reise i 2011.

etrykket 15 år gamle Marius Borg Høiby blir
utsatt for.
BI-professor i ledelse, Petter Gottschalk,
mener det er det emosjonelle foreldreparet
som sender brev, ikke det profesjonelle kronprinsparet.
Han mener saken illustrerer den manglende sikkerhetskulturen i Norge:
– Det virker som om kronprinsparet
ikke har skjønt Gjørv-kommisjonens rapport. De forsvarer det med at «sånn har vi
har alltid gjort det». Det samme sa politiet
etter 22. juli.
English Synopsis: Marius Borg Høiby, son of Crown
Princess Mette-Marit, landed in hot water when a VG
article called his use of photo sharing site Instagram
a security risk. The Royal Couple shot back with an
angry letter to the news source.
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Lost relation? World’s response to Norway

American nun believes
she is painter Edvard
Munch’s granddaughter

International community reacts to Breivik verdict

Norway Post

The world-famous Norwegian painter
Edvard Munch had no children – or so everyone thought.
Until Janet Weber, a 72-year-old American nun, contacted Munch's family in Norway, people assumed that Munch never had
any children. However, he did have a relationship with the famous violinist Eva Mudocci, and may even have had twins.
Weber is the daughter of one of Mudocci's twins, and now claims to be Munch's
granddaughter, NRK reports.
Munch's relatives in Norway are happy
to help solve the mystery, and have accepted
to have their DNA tested to find out if Weber
is in fact related to the famous painter.

See > munch, page 6

Illustration: Christy Olsen Field

Screenshots from different English language media responses to the Breivik verdict.
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After Anders Behring Breivik’s sentence
was read on August 24, condemning the terrorist to 21 years in prison, the international

community reacted with shock. “Norway
killer Anders Breivik ruled sane, given 21-

See > Response, page 11

oil found
Diplomatic discourse More
Statoil finds profitable
Norwegian-American Parliamentary Exchange
Program focused on climate and energy challenges oil discovery in North

Sea field

Staff Compilation
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change Program (NAPEP). This year key
staffers from the U.S. Senate were invited to

Working with partners Petoro, Det
norske oljeselskap and Lundin, Statoil announced an oil discovery from drilling on
Utsira High in the Geitungen prospect in the
North Sea on Aug. 27
Exploration well 16/2-12 drilled by the
drilling rig Ocean Vanguard has proven a
35-meter oil column in a high quality reservoir dating from the Jurassic period. Statoil
estimates the volumes in Geitungen to be between 140 and 270 million barrels of recoverable oil equivalents (o.e.).
“A new oil discovery in the Johan Sverdrup area, in the mature part of the North Sea
reinforces Statoil’s faith in the exploration

See > Diplomatic, page 7

See > Oil, page 15

Photo: Berit Enge / Royal Norwegian Embassy in Washington, D.C.

This year’s Norwegian-American Parliamentary Exchange Program focused on the High North and
security challenges.

Keith Eikenes

Royal Norwegian Embassy in Washington, D.C.

In early August, the Royal Norwegian
Embassy in Washington, D.C., hosted its annual parliamentary exchange trip to Norway,
the Norwegian-American Parliamentary Ex-

This week on Norway.com
Breivik: Sorry I didn’t kill more people

Norway’s mass-killer Anders Behring
Breivik on Aug. 24 dismissed his sentence
of 21 years by declaring the Oslo court
“illegitimate,” adding that he wanted to
apologize to sympathizers for not killing
more people. Asked by the presiding judge
whether he would appeal, he reiterated
his earlier stance that “I do not recognise
this court because you received your
mandate from political parties that support
multiculturalism.” He added, “I would like
to end with a statement of regret. I would
like to apologize to all militant nationalists
in Norway and in Europe for not having
killed more people,” but he was cut off
mid-sentence by presiding judge Wenche
Elizabeth Arntzen who, visibly irritated,
silenced his microphone.
(The Local)

High marks among minority students

Students from Sri Lanka, China and India
that attend Norwegian schools achieve a
stronger academic average in grade ten than
native Norwegian students, research shows.
According to a study by the Norwegian
Directorate of Education, Asian students
outperform native Norwegian students in
grade ten. The study was done between
2009 and 2011, and is based on the grade
ten students’ final grades in all 13 subjects.
Meanwhile, another recent study conducted
at a school in Oslo, shows that although
minority students receive the same academic
results as other students, their vocabulary is
35 percent smaller. A limited vocabulary has
a significant effect on the students’ reading
comprehension, says Monia Melbye-Lervåg
at the University of Oslo.
(Norway Post)

Majority wants Conservative Party
leader as Prime Minister

A majority of 36 percent wants Erna Solberg,
leader of the Conservative Party (Høyre), to
be Norway’s next prime minister, according
to a survey made for Dagbladet. Twenty-five
percent of those asked want Labor Party’s
Jens Stoltenberg to continue in office. The
poll was completed shortly after the July 22
Commission’s report was published. The
report criticizes Norwegian authorities and
the way they handled the terror attacks last
summer, which could have had an effect on
respondents, Solberg says. “But,” she adds,
“first and foremost there are several polls
that show that the Conservative Party is on
the rise and remains stable, which probably
trickles on to me,” the party leader explains.
She is very pleased with the results.
(Aftenposten)

Enjoy Norway all year long.
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Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(August 27, 2012)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

norwegian american weekly

Winners

5.8345
5.9529
6.5915
0.9905
0.7992

Name		

Grieg Seafood
Clavis Pharma
Acta Holding
Polarcus		
Aker Seafoods

NOK

10.2
61.3
1.5
5.5
6.8

Losers
Change

7.9%
6.5%
5.8%
5.5%
6.8%

Name

Solvang		
Medistim
Oceanteam Shipping
Archer		
Funcom		

NOK

Change

16.5 -14.1%
15.8 -12.2%
3.2 -11.1%
11.5 -9.1%
2.7
-7.3%

Ode to Nordic beauty

Chanel honors fashion and natural beauty in Tjøme

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

seattle, washington

Norwegian Commercial Club

September 13

Speaker: Adair Muth

Adair Muth will provide an update on the Ballard Siphon Project.
Adair is with Community Services and Environmental Planning
of King County Wastewater Treatment Division. Project updates
can be found at: http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/wtd/
Construction/Seattle/BallardSiphon/Library.aspx

September 27

Speakers: Johann Sigurjonsson
and Kurt Manchester

Johann Sigurjonsson, President, Rapp Hydema U.S., Inc., and
Kurt Manchester, President, Rapp Hydra-Pro, Inc., will talk
about their companies, past, present and future.
6 p.m. at Leif Erikson Lodge, 2245 NW 57th Street, Seattle, WA 98107.
RSVP to the Lodge at 783-1274 by Wednesday before the meeting.
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MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2401 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484
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Photos: Peter Farago / Chanel and Anders Gjengedal / www.visitnorway.com

The “Northern Women in Chanel” exhibit was launched at Verdens ende in Tjøme, Norway (above).

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Fancy an exhibition and a new book that
includes beautiful fashion photos, Nordic
beauty and desirable creations this should
interest. It was quite a unique day in Tjøme
when they opened the “Northern Women in
Chanel” exhibit and launched the book with
the same name. It took place at a remote spot
on a tiny island off the southern coast of Norway called Verdens Ende, or the “the world’s
end.” According to the team behind the exhibition, they almost fainted because it was
so perfect. The stony curvilinear landscape
and magical rock pools are an otherworldly
setting. The light during the summer months
is beautiful. It can be pink one moment and
orange the next, so the exhibition looks different depending on the day and time.
Some years ago photographer and stylist couple Peter Farago and Ingela KlemetzFarago were given full access to the coveted
Chanel archives, which contains couture
treasures from the 1920s through today. This
must have been a real dream for anyone in
the fashion business. Some of the clothing
was deemed so precious it required Chanel
employed handlers to come along for the
shoots.
Several well-known models from the
Scandinavia and Baltic countries took part in
the project and every creation and surround-

Business News & Notes
Norway’s oil workers may strike again

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

ing was chosen specifically for each model.
Close to 300 looks were shot and the best
ones were chosen for the exhibit in superscale.
One of the critics stated that anyone
who claims that fashion photography is not
art will have to reconsider after seeing this
portfolio. The classic, timeless, barren and
sometimes melancholic settings often elude
a vibe that is more Bergman than Vogue.
At the opening, a 384-page book with all
300 shots was launched. According to some,
the publication is a staple for any vintage
fashionista’s coffee table. All profits from
the book, which is limited to 2112 copies,
goes to Save the Children and the building
of girl’s schools in Baltic countries specifically. This is an NGO working to safeguard
the rights of children across the world.
According to one in the audience nothing gets her more excited than tributes to her
Scandinavian heritage. As a citizen of Norway she loves seeing the tiny country of only
a handful of a million people in the spotlight.
Imagine her delight to find that not only are
the beautiful women of Scandinavia being
showcased but in Chanel couture.
There are plans to take the exhibition
worldwide! For more information, visit
www.faragopublishing.com.

Norway’s oil service workers could move a
step closer to a strike this week as they resume
fraught wage negotiations on Thursday, just
over a month after striking production workers caused a partial shutdown of the country’s
oil and gas industry. The service workers, who
were not part of the earlier strike, said if talks
failed to yield early results, they would break
off negotiations and seek state mediation, a
precursor to any strike, which could then come
within weeks. “I think we are going know by
Friday if negotiations are going anywhere,”
Einar Johannessen, one of the negotiators for
the Industri Energi union said.
(Reuters)

Kongsberg wins U.S. Army contract

The Norwegian Kongsberg Group has been

awarded a new framework agreement from the
U.S. Army. The agreement has a value up to
$970M and extends over a five-year period.
The agreement covers the production, system
support and technical engineering support of
the M153 CROWS Remote Weapon Stations
(RWS). The order carries a value of USD
9.1 million. Kongsberg has delivered RWSs
to the U.S. Army’s CROWS program since
2007. “Kongsberg is very proud to have been
selected as the supplier for the next phase of
the CROWS program. We have produced and
delivered Protector RWS systems for over a
decade and this new contract reflects the U.S.
Army’s confidence in the ability of Kongsberg
to provide high quality systems, services and
solutions.” says Walter Qvam, CEO of Kongsberg Gruppen.
(NRK / Kongsberg)
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Talk to your computer Back to school på norsk
New technology allows computers to recognize Globalskolen teaches Norwegian across the world
any language without pre-learning stands to
revolutionize automatic speech recognition

Photo courtesy of Globalskolen

In mid-August, Globalskolen teachers and staff gathered in Ørsta, Norway, to prepare for the fall.

Special Release
Photo: Apple

With new developments in speech-recognition technology, computers will recongize slight variations in
language, such as dialects.

Research Council of Norway
If computers are rendered capable of
recognizing speech it will one day be the
norm to give commands by voice rather than
via a keyboard. “Speaking” with a mobile
phone is already commonplace for many
people. The technology can also be used for
searching through an audio archive for files
or films on the Internet.
But achieving good speech recognition
is a difficult task. Spoken language differs
widely from written language and there is
wide variation in spoken language between
individuals, such as differences in dialects.

Everyone sounds alike
With funding from the Large-scale Programme on Core Competence and Value
Creation in ICT (VERDIKT) under the Research Council of Norway, Professor Torbjørn Svendsen of the Norwegian University
of Science and Technology (NTNU) and fellow research colleagues have been testing an
innovative approach to creating next-generation speech recognition technology.
The Norwegian researchers have demonstrated that the production of human speech
is fundamentally the same across languages.
As such, the technology being developed
will be applicable to any language without
being reliant on speech data for each individual language to train a machine.
The researchers based their approach on
phonetics – that is, the study of the sounds of
human speech. They have also incorporated
additional speech and language knowledge
into the system, for example the correspondence between sound frequency and words
and how words are put together in forming
sentences.
The method developed by Dr. Svendsen
and colleagues involves training a computer
to determine which parts of the speech organs are in activity based on analysis of the
pressure of sound waves captured by the microphone.

One language at a time
Up to now, two different approaches
to speech recognition systems have been
most prevalent. Both are based on the use
of speech data and source texts in training
a computer to recognize different languages
on an individual basis.
The one approach involves individuals
observing words and sounds and deducing
rules which are then entered into the computer. For instance, whether or not a sound is
voiced depends on whether the vocal cords
vibrate during the production of the sound.
“If we analyze a small speech segment
and determine that a specific sound is voiced
in speech peaking at resonances of 750 and
1200 hertz (Hz) then the sound is likely an
‘a’. If the peaks range between 350 and 800
Mz, it’s likely to be a ‘u’,” Professor Svendsen points out.
The other approach is to leave the training up to the computer by feeding it large
amounts of sample material.
“Initially, a machine perceives all sound
events to be equally probable. But as the
data-driven learning proceeds, occurrences
with higher frequency are interpreted as
more likely while less common occurrences
decrease on the probability scale,” Svendsen
explains.
“This type of approach enables us to
process much more speech data than we can
using human-based observations. There are
just limits to how much data a human can
handle.”
Classifying sounds
The research group has chosen an approach somewhere between the two traditional approaches.
“We have great confidence in the statistical approach. However, we also need to give
consideration to the patterns of predictability
that exist in speech in the real world. The researchers include relevant information about

See > recognition, page 6

With school back in session for kids in
North America and Norway, Globalskolen
has begun its fall semester of online courses
for Norwegian students who live abroad.
Globalskolen, which means “the global
school” in Norwegian, was founded in 1998
as a way to keep Norwegian expat kids connected to Norway. The program operates
with a strong emphasis on reading and writing, and classes include Norwegian, social
studies, and religion and ethics.

To participate, students must have a residence abroad for at least six months, attend
a local or international school, have a Norwegian personal number, and born between
Jan. 1, 1997 – Dec. 31, 2006.
Students work with their teachers online
on a weekly basis, and the expected workload is 90 minutes per week.
The fall semester has already begun,
but parents can apply for spring semester. To
learn more, visit www.globalskolen.no.

Music Education
At PLU, rigorous academics and a caring community
ensures challenge and support for every student

Members of PLU’s University Symphony Orchestra prepare for a concert.

CHALLENGE

SUPPORT

SUCCESS

Tacoma, Washington

www.plu.edu

800-274-6758

PLU
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this into the system and combine data-driven
learning and a rule-based approach.
Speech patterns differ due to variations
in the physiology, dialect, education and
health of individuals. This all affects the
production of voice and sentence structure.
In order for a machine to learn how to understand speech, it must be able to discern
among the most common variations in normal speech and language.
“We are currently developing a computer program which determines the probability of various distinctive characteristics
being present or absent during sound production – for example, if there is vocal cord
vibration, this indicates the occurrence of a
voiced sound. This is our method of classifying sounds,” Professor Svendsen relates.
Identifying a language in a matter of seconds
The next step for the Norwegian researchers is to develop a language-independent module for use in designing competitive
speech recognition products.
“The solutions will result in savings both
in terms of time and money. It is an important technology, not only for people who are
part of a minor language group such as Norwegian. There are a staggering number of
languages with only a few million speakers
that would benefit greatly from such tools,”
concludes Dr. Svendsen.
A by-product is that this type of technology can be useful in contexts where several
different languages are being used at once.
It takes only in 30 to 60 seconds to identify
a given spoken language. This can be helpful in instances where, for example, a person
giving a presentation in one language cites
a quote in another. It can also be significant
in investigative work to determine quickly
which language an individual is speaking.

Be our friend on
Facebook!

By Maalfrid Brath, Managing Director of ManpowerGroup
If you’re in Norway and visiting a restaurant, hotel or kiosk, most likely you’ll
meet a Swedish waiter, especially in Oslo
and the other large cities. Swedes are a
popular workforce in Norway, known
widely for being service-minded, hardworking and loyal.
This is not unlike Norwegian youth,
but the latter tend to be more conscious
about what jobs they’ll take. We at Manpower are struggling to find Norwegian
youth for many jobs, and are concerned
about their resultant lack of work experience. In Norway, like in many other countries, we already have a labor shortage in
many sectors, and we need all the talent
and skilled labor we can get.
This summer there was much debate
on this topic, first brought up by the newspaper Aftenposten entitled “Swedes are
taking jobs from Norwegian youth.” A survey shows that Swedish youth outperform
their Norwegian counterparts in part-time
and summer jobs. As more Swedish young
people come to Norway, fewer Norwegian
youth are getting part-time and summer
jobs.
Manpower was asked to comment on
the survey, and we thought that, in addition to other explanations, perhaps Norwegian youth were spoiled. The reactions
came rapidly; the matter was picked up by
several media, with counter arguments and
hefty comments in the papers.
That’s great! We need to discuss this.
Why are all too many Norwegian youth reluctant to work part-time while studying?
As many as one out of three of the youngsters over the age of 15 say they don’t
want a summer job. The consequence is
that many are losing out on valuable job

From page 3

“We are such a small family who is related to Munch. She may be even more closely
related to him, so this is just fun,” says Elisabeth Munch-Ellingsen, one of Munch's Norwegian heirs.
Munch-Ellingsen is not at all opposed
to the DNA testing, but says that she would
think it is sad if Munch fathered two children
he never got to know.
However, even if the DNA testing shows
that Weber is in fact Munch's grandchild, she
will most likely not inherit anything form
Munch. According to John Aasland, an expert in inheritance law.
“Norwegian law states that you can not
claim inheritance from a person this long after he died,” Aasland explains.

experience before entering work life, thus
ending up at the back of the line for jobs.
In addition, they’re living on state-funded
student loans and the financial support of
their parents.
We live in one of the world’s richest countries, with generally high wages,
good working conditions and secure welfare systems. This has a clear impact on us.
Some say we’re virtually spoiled, taking
things for granted and mostly not having
to struggle to make a living. For example,
one of our Work Life surveys shows that
seven out of ten Norwegians do not want
to relocate to find work.
The reason Swedish youth look to
Norway for employment is their high unemployment rate of 22.5 percent versus 8
percent among Norway’s young population. In general, Norway has an unemployment rate of 2.7 percent as opposed to 7.8
percent in Sweden.
In the past decade the number of
Swedish employees in Norway has grown
by 70 percent to 25,000 persons. The
Swedish population in Norway is increasing each year, and they are now the largest
group of immigrants in Norway.
Norway enjoys a strong economy and
great optimism in spite of the Euro crisis
in many of our neighboring countries. According to Manpower’s latest Employment
Outlook, many employers are planning to
increase their workforce. Norway needs
work immigration; we are not enough people to fill all the jobs. A ManpowerGroup
Talent Shortage survey shows there is a serious shortage of sales staff persons, drivers and engineers. Many Swedes come to
Norway for those very jobs. We need the
Swedes. We also have to search in Europe

to find engineers, who have an unemployment rate of virtually nil in Norway, particularly in the oil sector.
But we also need the Norwegian
youngsters in the job market. Parents,
authorities, schools and businesses have
a duty to help Norwegian youth find the
way from education to jobs. That’s why
we at ManpowerGroup are highly committed to Junior Achievement Young
Enterprise (JA-YE), which aims to build
bridges between schools and businesses
and stimulate toward entrepreneurship and
innovation among young people. We are
happy to see that this work has succeeded
and that many youth businesses are now in
place to help move Norway forward and
they themselves starting their professional
career gain a foothold in the job market
before finishing school.
Maalfrid Brath is the
Managing Director of
ManpowerGroup Norway, the world leader
in innovative workforce
solutions. The ManpowerGroup suite of solutions is offered through
ManpowerGroup Solutions, Experis, Manpower, and Right Management. Brath has led the company since
2009, after leading different divisions in
Storebrand (leading provider of insurance
and pensions) since 1995. She is state authorized public accountant from The Norwegian
School of Economics, and MBA from BI Norwegian Business School. She is member of
the council of BI Norwegian Business School
and Junior Achievement – Young Enterprise
Norway. Maalfrid Brath is married, has two
children and lives in Bærum outside Oslo.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is
not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.
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An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!

We need the Swedes!
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send Breivik to psychiatric care.
An overwhelming majority of Norwegians support the verdict, as shown in a poll
conducted by survey company Infact for VG
shortly after the verdict was read.
An entire 87.2 percent answered yes to
the question: “Do you think it was right to
condemn Breivik as sane?” Only 5.8 percent
thought this was wrong, while 7.0 percent responded that they are not sure.
“It's not as if the judges, when they

wrote this sentence, let the idea of what the
majority believes to influence their ruling.
But it is also good that there is a correlation between this thorough judgment and the
common sense of justice. There should be
a coincidence, otherwise you have to work
with the law,” said Judge Geir Engebretsen
in the Oslo District Court.
He believes the judgment is very thorough, and believes that it may be part of the
reason why it is perceived as right.
“It is a comprehensive and thorough legal review that is on the table. The judges

The Swedish Meatballs
Ellen Lindstrom 917-968-2926

...a delicious musical experience!
www.theswedishmeatballs.com

have reasoned their way to a decision. It
feels good that there was such a thorough job
done because it now appears that the District
Court's ruling will stand. It is a solid piece of
work that is there,” said Engebretsen.
A large majority of Norwegians who
took the survey think it was right of the judges to go against the prosecution’s claim and
the first experts’ report that Breivik suffered
from paranoid schizophrenia – 76.5 percent
believe that it was right, and 5.8 percent answered no, while 17.6 percent surveyed do
not know.
Breivik himself would neither appeal
nor accept the verdict because he claims not
to recognize the Norwegian legal system.
Lisbeth Røyneland, mother of Utøya
victim Synne Røyneland, wrote in a Facebook post the day before the verdict: “Tomorrow is the judgement. Not an ending, as
many believe, but a milestone in the process
of losing irreplaceable Synne. This case is
going to be with me always, but the important thing is to remember dear Synne and put
everything else aside.”
“The AUF and I send our thoughts to
all the bereaved and affected today. I am
relieved, and we are very satisfied that the
offender has received an indefinite sentence
and his punishment,” said Eskil Pedersen.
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Letters to the Editor

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Dear Editor,
Shortly before the summer vacation you
had a small news brief about the closing of
the Porsgrund factory in Norway. Being the
importer in the U.S. of the Porsgrund Porcelain (Farmer’s Rose, Maxi Straw patterns
etc), we received a lot of concerned calls
from our customers inquiring about what
would happen to the future of the Porsgrund
patterns, and the supply of pieces to their existing customers, as they read the article as
the complete closing of the Porsgrund manufacturing. We contacted Porsgrund in Norway and asked for an “official” statement,
and I enclose the letter that we received from
the General Manager of Porsgrund recently.
“The decision to close down the factory outlet and craft production at Porsgrund Porselænsfabrik AS in Porsgrunn
has been made due to the losses from
this part of our business. The closure of
the factory outlet and craft production
affects less than 30 employees.
The new factory outlet and handicraft
production was reopened in November
2011, but it turns out that the turnover
in the factory outlet does not match the
expectations and investments. Industrial
Production at Porsgrund Porselænsfabrik AS was closed down some years
ago and most of the production was outsourced to Germany, which now is the
country producing most units for Porsgrund Porselænsfabrik AS.
“Porsgrund Porselænsfabrik AS will
continue to supply its products to over

< diplomatic
From page 3

take part. The main focus for the trip was the
evolving situation in the High North, as well
as issues related to energy, climate change
and Norwegian security challenges.
The trip included stops in Oslo, Bodø
and Tromsø on the Norwegian mainland. For
many, the definitive highlight was a threeday visit to the Spitsbergen Archipelago, located at 78° North. In addition to receiving
briefings in the capital, Longyearbyen, the
group was taken on a helicopter trip to New
Ålesund to view the international research
station.
In Tromsø, a visit was made to the Polar Institute and the planned Secretariat for

Han Ola og Han Per

Sincerely,
Editor

Health Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. The Fall
Fair Committee attempts to improve the fair
from year to year. In doing so, we intend to
add vendors to be located inside the building
at in the beautiful garden courtyard (weather
permitting).
The sale of raffle tickets will take place
throughout the day, and we have the capability of accepting most major credit cards.
Children should be encouraged to attend because we have great children’s activities!
The annual Fall Fair is a tradition we
want to perpetuate. We recognize Norwegian
lapskaus, pea soup, open-faced sandwiches
and marzipan cakes are still very popular
with the Norwegian community. For those
who are not attached to this ethnic food, our
cafe will be open to serve traditional foods.
This year, instead of airline tickets to
Norway, the grand prize will be a sevenday cruise for two sponsored by Norwegian
Cruise Line, boarding from New York City
with a choice of three destinations: Bermuda, Bahamas / Florida, or Canada / New England. Tickets are $5 each!
In years past, our many friends have
enjoyed this event and have faithfully supported this day. We think this year it will be
more enjoyable than ever.
For more information, contact Penelope
at (718) 306-5660.

Dear Editor,
Please mark your calendar to attend
this year’s Fall Fair on Sept. 22, 10 a.m. – 5
p.m., at the Norwegian Christian Home and

Very truly yours,
George A. Jensen
Chairman, Board of Directors
Norwegian Christian Home
Brooklyn, N.Y.

the Arctic Council. In Bodø, the group was
fortunate enough to be able to join the Norwegian Coast Guard on a short mission off
the coast, and visited the Norwegian Armed
Forces Joint Operational Headquarters at
Reitan outside of Bodø.
The time in Oslo was spent meeting
with the Norwegian Minister of Defense,
Mr. Espen Barth Eide, and the Chairwoman
of the Standing Parliamentary Committee on
Foreign Affairs Committee, Ms. Ine Marie
Eriksen Søreide. Meetings were also held
with Norway’s primary oil company, Statoil,
and head of the think tank Fridtjof Nansen
Institute to share views on the changes taking place in the Arctic region. Additionally,
the group met with high-level representa-

tives from the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Oil and Energy,
and the environmental organization Bellona.
The U.S. Ambassador to Norway, H.E. Ambassador Barry White, invited the group to
his residence to wrap up the week.
The weather was unusually cooperative
on this year’s trip, and the full length of Norway was at its most beautiful and majestic
for the whole week. NAPEP serves as an important tool to increase mutual understanding
regarding key issues such as energy, climate
change and national security. The program
fosters stronger bilateral relations between
Norway and the United States. In a rapidly
changing world, this partnership is more important than ever.

100 stores in Norway, sell corporate
gifts to hundreds of companies, as well
as a new web shop opening in autumn
2012. Porsgrund Porselænsfabrik AS
has strengthened its stab with more
designers and will launch several new
products during the fall 2012. All new
products will be presented at our new
homepage www.porsgrund.com.
Stine Gjørtz
General Manager
Porsgrund Porselændsfabrik AS”
Sincerely,
Paal Romdahl
RMC International Inc.
www.romdahl.com
Dear Paal,
Thank you for the clarification! We appreciate you setting the record straight, and
I’m sure the Norwegian-American community will have a collective sigh of relief with
this information.
Thanks for all your great work with
keeping the Norwegian tradition of fine porcelain in the U.S. market!
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Taste of Scandinavia in the U.S.
Our recommendations for the cream of the crop in Scandinavian-American cuisine across the country
Kelsey larson
Copy Editor

With the arrival of September comes the inevitable changing of the seasons, and it is
almost time to bid the summer months goodbye. As you wrap up these months of vacations,
don’t forget to treat your tastebuds to the amazing Scandinavian – American cuisine that
can be found all across the United States. Read on to discover some gourmet options for
Nordic fare wherever you go on your final vacation destination.

Smörgås Chef
New York, New York
It doesn’t get much better than the Smörgås Chef, founded in 2003 by Norwegian chef
and entrepreneur Morten Sohlberg. With three locations in the New York area (Wall Street,
Scandinavia House and West Village), the restaurant has clearly done exceedingly well, and
has even been featured in such publications as The Wall Street Journal and Vogue. Aside
from an amazing menu including such standouts as the house-cured gravlaks salmon with
mustard sauce, sizzling entrecote steak with citrus herb butter, and traditional Scandinavian
vanilla waffles, the Smörgås Chef has made a name for itself with its pioneer sustainable
farming practices.
The Blenheim Hill Farm at the base of the Catskill Mountains was purchased and
completely renovated by the restaurant’s owners, and today the farm supplies up to 400
pounds of produce to its restaurants. Free-range chickens are favored over pesticides, and
solar panels power water distribution and electric fences. The farm grows nine kinds of
lettuce, raises Finnish sheep and lambs, and even harvests honey from 50,000 bees. If you
find yourself in New York, head to to Smörgås Chef for the freshest local ingredients and
delicious Nordic cuisine.

Photo: Facebook

Above: Smörgås Chef’s Scandinavia House location. Below: Blenheim Hill Farm’s hydroponic greenhouse in the Catskills produces delicious produce year-round.

Photos: Matt Norris / Facebook

Celebrating 50 years of business

Takk for Maten features delicious fresh ingredients in their Norwegian-style fare.

Visit our store in Seattle or find us online!

Takk for Maten

w w w. s c a n s p e c i a l t i e s . c o m

Duluth, Minnesota

6719 NW 15th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: (206) 784-7020 — Toll free: (877) 784-7020
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping!

For a classic Midwestern interpretation of delicious Scandinavian foods, head to Takk
for Maten, a cafe within close walking distance of Duluth’s beautiful Canal Park. Takk for
Maten’s lefse dishes are a hot commodity in this North Shore city, with tourists coming
from far and wide to sample it wrapped around a pølse or with tart lingonberries. And the
cafe has invented other unique ways to use the classic Norwegian flatbread as well: crust of
a pizza (smoked salmon pizza, anyone?), sandwich wrap (turkey, havarti, fresh sprouts and
cucumbers), even cut into triangles and baked into chips.
Are you a lingonberry fan? Try Takk for Maten’s interesting twist on dessert: the lingonberry milkshake. Or perhaps the lingonberry French toast is the perfect breakfast option
for you.
This charming cafe/bistro is the perfect place to stop on a walking tour of Duluth’s
waterfront, especially if you are in the mood for Norwegian fare.

Nordic delicacies
“a taste of Norway iN the heart of BrooklyN!”

6909 Third Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
Phone: (718) 748-1874 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com

norwegian american weekly

august 31, 2012 • 9

travel

Copper Gate
Seattle, Washington
The Copper Gate, located in Seattle’s traditionally Scandinavian Ballard neighborhood,
is a quirky, off-the-wall Nordic food experience. From its fascinating Viking-ship shaped
bar to the chosen decor of vintage pin-ups plastering the walls, the Copper Gate never fails
to make an impression.
A fantastic summer stop with wide-open garage-style windows and refreshing cocktails including notes of lingonberry, apple cider or aquavit, the Copper Gate’s small plates
are a delicious way to start off an evening on the town in the hip neighborhood of Ballard.
Choose from pommes frites with curried ketchup, pickled herring, Swedish meatballs, pearand-endive salad with an accent of beets, and real fiskekaker made locally. Be surprised by
the Copper Gate’s unique combinations of flavors, such as their pork skewers with apple
and mint. Or, order on a more traditional note and try a delicious pølse med lefse (sausage
wrapped in lefse).

Photos: Coppergate / Facebook
The Coppergate’s distinctive Viking-ship shaped bar and delicious Scandinavian-style food attracts customers in
the traditionally Scandinavian Ballard neighborhood in Seattle, Wash.

Aquavit
New York, New York

Located in Park Avenue Tower at 65 East 55th Street between Park and Madison
Avenues in Midtown New York, Aquavit’s fantastic location is rivaled only by its delicious
food and drink. Treat yourself to such delicacies as the gravlax 37C, with watermelon and
pickled mustard seeds, or the juniper-charred Icelandic cod, with Swedish lojrom, quail
egg, and pickled Persian cucumber. At the bar, enjoy such exotic cocktails as the aquavit
negroni, made with lemon and juniper aquavit, or the mack and myra, with mackmyra
Swedish whiskey and notes of ginger syrup, mint and lemon.
In fact, after two decades of serving the best aquavit the world has to offer, Aquavit has
even bottled one of its own delicious creations. This white cranberry infusion is made from
all-natural ingredients. You can visit www.aquavitnewyork.com for more information on
this unique infusion.

Photos: Aquavit NYC / Facebook

Gravlax 37C, on Aquavit’s current dinner menu.

Pläj
San Francisco, California
As a relatively new establishment, and San Francisco’s only Scandinavian restaurant.
Pläj deserves to be checked out. With overwhelmingly positive reviews so far, Pläj promises to make a name for itself in the world of Scandinavian cuisine. Dishes such as the Taste
of Herring are sure to impress, with saffron tomato, coriander chili, lime and ginger smoked
soy. For dessert there is no ignoring such options as the cardamom spoon crème brulee,
featuring lime-mint marinated strawberries. Look for creative cocktail options as well,
with names that give a nod to Swedish culture: The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, with Bols
Genevere Danish Gin, elderflower liqueur, egg white and Angostura bitters, for example.

Vesterheim Raffle
A delicious spread at Pläj in San Francisco, Calif.

WIN this beautiful piece of art—
hand-turned by Paul Loftness, carved by
Becky Lusk, and painted by Jean Giese.

Photo: Pläj / Facebook

To order tickets, call 563-382-9681, or write
Vesterheim, P.O. Box 379, Decorah, IA 52101.

The Little Viking
Sc a ndin avia n GiftS

a touch of Scandinavia in southern California
We have combined our two stores
and moved –
stop in to have a look and say hi!

28465 Old Town Front St. #104
Temecula, CA 92590

(951) 676-6800 | info@thelittleviking.com

The drawing will be held on Saturday, July 28.
Proceeds benefit Vesterheim.

Thanks
to the
generous
artists!

Tickets only $2.50 each!

More info at vesterheim.org.

Norwegian- American Museum
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Photo of the Week

Jewelry
Puzzles with Sölvi Dolland

Photo courtesy of Leslee Lane Hoyum

At the Sons of Norway International Convention in Fargo, N.D., Norwegian American
Weekly contributing editor Leslee Hoyum and her husband George Hoyum at the Sarpsborg 2016 booth. George’s nametag says “Lucky Sogning married to a Sarping.” Sarpsborg will celebrate its 1,000th anniversary in 2016. For further information about Sarpsborg or its 1000th Jubileum, go to http://www.visitoslofjord.no/en/sarpsborg/ or e-mail
sarpsborg2016@gmail.com. Stay tuned for updates.

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?
Email naw@norway.com or mail your photo with a caption.

Community Connections
N e w F e at u r e !

Lena has already given thought
to Ole’s obituary. Since there is
a price break for five words or
less, she is planning to print:
“Ole’s dead / Boat for Sale.”
Joke from Ole & Lena: Live via Satellite

Ole and Lena

America’s favorite Norwegians!

4. september
Edmund J. Oen
Arden Hills MN
Egil L. Myrseth
Edmonds WA
John Mahlum
Seattle WA
31. august
Hagbart Larsen
Jerome ID
Berit Siren Vassdal
Bellingham WA
Gerhard Strand
Stanwood WA
Alf Andersen
Tacoma WA
Mrs. Walter Johnson
Running Springs CA
1. september
John Erekstol
Lebanon OR
Ody Moseng
Kirkland WA
2. september
Petra Ravnaa
Kirkland WA
Gunnar Kvande
Alamo ND
Lillian Nielsen
Oakland CA
Halvor Nysteen
Bend OR
Severt L. Kvamme
Arvada CO
3. september
Mrs. Karl M. Brandal
Seattle WA
Karen H. Tysdal
Fargo ND
Gorm Aasen
Anaheim CA

5. september
Gunnar Engen
Plano TX
Helen H. Sande
SD
Nels J. Greva
Los Angeles CA
Harry Solheim
Seattle WA
Bert T. Taule
Portland OR
Mardelle (Hoston) Gaboury Meridian CA
6. september
Hazel Tover
Longview WA
Carl M. Martinson
Crookston MN
Sigurd Hansen
Big Timber MT
Ruth Gjerlow Li
Lindenhurst NY

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.
com. Birthdays must be submitted at least one
month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us.

A new feature for the Norwegian American Weekly: Community Connections!
For just $35, you can print a photo and
up to 10 lines of text to celebrate life’s milestones with the Norwegian-American community. Commemorate birthdays, engagements, weddings, anniversaries, baptisms,
birth announcements and more!
Each submission will be printed in the
“Roots & Connections” page, and we will
send you up to 10 copies to share with family
and friends.
Share your news with the Norwegian-American community by
printing an announcement with us for just $35. For more information,
call us at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.com.

Did you know?

Random facts about Norway

Norway is one of the top
exporters of beavers in
Europe. The endangered
European beaver thrives
in Norway, and pairs have
been sent to many other European countries to encourage growth of the species.

Puzzle solution
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Ragna P. Bolstad

for the Sons of Norway and the Church. She
was a lifetime member of the Sons of Norway in New Jersey and former parishioner of
St. Nicholas Mission in Chelsea, Mass. She
loved to paint and sew and was regarded by
her family as “her own fashion designer” and
“ahead of the curve.” Devoted to her family,
her granddaughter, Danielle fondly remembers two trips she and her grandmother took
in 1993 and 1996 to Norway in order to introduce Danielle to the country and members
of the family still residing there.
She leaves her son, Eugene Bolstad
and wife Joyce Quadrel of Colts Neck, N.J.;
daughter, Carol Bolstad and her partner Julie Lytle of Hyannis, Mass.; a sister, Reidun
Knutsen of Harstad, Norway; and granddaughter, Danielle Bolstad of Howell, N.J.
Services will be private. Donations in
her memory may be made to VNA Hospice
and Palliative Care, 434 Rt. 134, Suite D3, S.
Dennis, MA 02660.

Katherine (Kay) Evelyn Fitzgerald
October 17, 1920 – August 1, 2012

Katherine (Kay) Evelyn Fitzgerald was born
in Richmond, Calif., on
Oct. 17, 1920. She died
peacefully on Aug. 1,
2012. She was a loving
wife, wonderful mother
and devoted grandmother
whose kindness and perpetual smile extended
to all she met. Kay’s grandchildren were the
light of her life. Her parents were Scandinavian immigrants; her father was from Nässjö,
Sweden and her mother from Stavanger,
Norway. She was immensely proud of her
Scandinavian heritage.
Kay’s life was filled with many challenges, yet she remained strong, resilient
and uncommonly kind. She was surrounded
by her tight-knit Scandinavian community
in Richmond who were poor in money, but
rich with love. Kay attended Richmond High
School where she was an Oilerette and participated in the World Exposition in 1939 on
Treasure Island. She met her husband, Robert

< Response
From page 3

year prison term,” declared a CNN headline.
“21 years, what a joke. RIP children,” a commenter on the news website fired back.
Of course, had this particular commenter read on, he would have found that
21 years, while Norway’s maximum prison
sentence, can be adjusted to life in prison: if
Breivik is deemed a danger to society after
that – and he will be – he can be kept locked
up forever.
In a New York Times article, “Norway
mass killer gets the maximum: 21 years,”
Norway’s collected attitude towards criminal
justice is described with great accuracy. “The
relative leniency of the sentence imposed
on Mr. Breivik, the worst criminal modern Scandinavia has known, is no anomaly.

Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

Every Sunday

Died August 6, 2012
Ragna P. (Knutsen)
Bolstad, 91, died Monday, Aug. 6, at home in
Cape Cod, Mass., surrounded by her family.
Born in Harstad, Norway,
she began work in the
factories at the age of 16.
Her childhood friend and sweetheart, Eugen
Bolstad became her husband in March of
1953. A year later, they came to Brooklyn
N.Y., where they resided until 1966. Here,
she began to raise her family and continued
her role as a mother and homemaker when
they moved to Red Bank, N.J. in 1966.
Throughout much of her married life, the
family spent summers in Montauk, N.Y. In
1976, Eugen passed away and Ragna eventually came to live with her daughter, Carol
in Dorchester, Mass., before moving to Cape
Cod in 2011. In her younger years, Ragna
was very involved with the Ladies Auxillary

Pastor Larson’s Corner

Fitzgerald of Rodeo, Calif., on a blind date
and they married in June 1942. During World
War II, Kay had the privilege of working for
the war effort as a time checker, a “Rosie
the Riveter,” at the shipyard in Richmond.
She participated with pride in the 2000 Celebration of the Rosie the Riveter Memorial
on the site of the former shipyard. Kay was
also a member of the Eagles Lodge of Pinole.
Kay’s lifelong passion was sewing and she
was one of the original seamstresses at the
Furry Folk Puppet factory in Emeryville. She
was an exceptional seamstress.
She is pre-deceased by her husband,
Bob, and son, Michael.
She is survived by her daughter, Karen,
son-in-law Ken, granddaughter Megan and
her husband, Rich, grandsons Zack and Nick
and many nieces and nephews who adored
her. Kay saw only the good in people; she
was the ultimate example of kindness and
love. She will be sorely missed by all whose
lives she touched.

When the early Christians started the
practice of gathering together on the first
day of the week to celebrate the resurrection, they started a tradition that stands
at the heart of our faith. They understood
how important it would be for the future of Christianity to get together each
week to uplift each other in faith. Regular church attendance keeps this tradition
going in the modern church. When I was
a parish pastor, I found that when someone became irregular in their attendance
at worship, chances were good that they
would soon drop out completely. It turns
out that regular worship attendance is a
necessity. It strengthens both the church
and our personal life of faith.
As a retired pastor I have an opportunity to visit several different congregations during the course of a year. It
has become the thing I enjoy the most
about being retired. This past Christmas
I attended worship at three different congregations. I went to my own congregation at 5 p.m. on Christmas Eve, to my
daughter’s church at 11 p.m., and then
to a former congregation on Christmas
morning. At each of these services I was

both amazed and inspired by all that went
into each service. Each congregation celebrated Christmas with beautiful music,
inspired preaching, and well-planned liturgy. Banners, flowers and decorations
added to the beauty and inspirational setting of each service.
When I retired, I wondered if I
would enjoy attending worship now that
I was no longer in charge. I worried that
I would be overly critical knowing that
I would have probably done things differently. The opposite has been the case.
I enjoy and appreciate every worship
service like I never could when I was
the pastor. I get so much out of Sunday
morning these days that I wonder why
everyone doesn’t come to church every
Sunday. It is such an inspirational experience to hear the Word read and preached,
to sing the great hymns of the church, to
enjoy the special music, to see the children and meet and greet brothers and sisters in the faith. I wouldn’t miss it for the
world. Most importantly, I know that as
long as I show up every Sunday morning
my faith and my congregation will stay
alive and well.

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
Den Norske Lutherske Minnekirke

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church offers the best venue in Chicago for Norwegians,
Scandinavians to gather and celebrate Norwegian traditions. We welcome you to our warm
and friendly family of members. Please visit us soon! Pastor: Sigurd Grindheim.

September 2012
Sept. 2

Norwegian Service

Sept. 9

Norwegian Service / Communion

Sept. 16 Norwegian Liturgy / English Sermon
Sept. 23 English Service / Communion
Sept. 30 English Family Service
All services are at 11 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

Rather, it is consistent with Norway’s general approach to criminal justice. Like the rest
of Europe — and in contrast with much of
the United States, whose criminal justice
system is considered by many Europeans to
be cruelly punitive — Norway no longer has
the death penalty and considers prison more
a means for rehabilitation than retribution,”
the article states.
“It reflects Norway's culture. The goal
of the judiciary system is to ultimately have
a rehabilitation of criminals,” said Jo Stigen,
a criminal law professor at Oslo University,
to AFP.
He said most Norwegians do not think
the legal system treated Breivik mildly.
“It's psychologically satisfying that he
got the maximum sentence. That's a strong
signal to society,” he said.

2614 North Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, IL 60647 • (773) 252-7335 • www.minnekirken.org

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com
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Arts & Style

Calendar of Events
What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Illinois

Scandinavian Day Festival
September 9
South Elgin, Ill.
Join us for the 33rd Annual Scandinavian
Day Festival celebrating the cultures of
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden at the Scandinavian Day Festival
in South Elgin, Ill. Beginning at 9 a.m., the
day’s festivities will take place at Vasa Park,
located on Route 31, South Elgin, IL. Traditional entertainment by the Nordic Dancers,
Prairie City Players, Tango Pohjan Tähdon
Quartet, Leikarringen Heimhug Folk Dancers. Morning church service, Scandinavian
food, crafts and vendors. Free pony rides
for children. Admission for adults is $10,
Children under 12 are free. Free parking!
For more information, call (847) 695-6720
or visit www.vasaparkil.com.

Kansas

Nordic Heritage Festival
October 6
Lawrence, Kansas
Come celebrate, explore and experience
the culture of Norway, Sweden, Denmark,
Finland and Iceland! The Nordic Heritage
Festival honors heritage through food, arts
and crafts, genealogy, music, dance, Viking
games, and more. Nordic Heritage Festival
has family-oriented activities for all ages.
Join us at the Douglas County Fairgrounds
at 19th and Harper in Lawrence, Kansas.
For details, call (785) 843-7535, email
norfest@hotmail.com or visit http://ksnordicfest.com.

MinnesotA

Leiv Eriksson International Festival
September 11 – November 13
Minneapolis, Minn.
Explore over 1,000 years of Norwegian
history in this course taught in English at
Mindekirken Norwegian Memorial Lutheran Church. This class is part of the Mindekirken Norwegian Language and Cultural
Program in Minneapolis, Minn., and meets
for two hours on Tuesday evenings for 10
weeks. For details, call (612) 877-8068 or
visit www.mnlcp.org.

New Jersey

70th anniversary of Nor-Bu Lodge
September 23
Hanover, N.J.
Celebrate the 70th anniversary of Sons of
Norway Nor-Bu Lodge! The celebration
will take place Sept. 23 from 1 – 6 p.m.
at Hanover Manor, 16 Eagle Rock Ave.,
East Hanover, NJ. Cost: $60 per person,
which includes a full dinner and a cash
bar. Music provided by Jeanne Widman
and Smörgåsbandet, special guest Eivind
Heiberg, CEO of Sons of Norway International. For details, call (973) 956-0234,
email pegbob235@verizon.net, or visit us
online at www.nor-bu.org.

New York

Norwegian Christian Home Fall Fair
September 22
Brooklyn, N.Y.
The Norwegian Christian Home and Health
Center’s annual Fall Fair is coming soon!

norwegian american weekly

“Can be opened in 2012”
Mysterious package in small town of Otta,
Norway makes international headlines

On Sept. 22 from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., come to
the Home for delicious food, raffle drawings, flea market and vendors, and much
more! The event will take place 10 a.m. – 4
p.m. at the Norwegian Christian Home and
Health Center, 1250 67th St., Brooklyn,
NY 11219. For details, call Penelope at
(718) 306-5660.
Oddbjørn Stakkeland in concert
September 30
Brooklyn, N.Y.
The Norwegian Christian Home Foundation is proud to announce the concert of
Norwegiain pianist Oddbjørn Stakkeland
from Kvinesdal, Norway, on Sunday, Sept.
30 at 4 p.m. at the Norwegian Christian
Home and Health Center, 1250 67th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11219. He will present a
marvelous program of selections from the
region of Vest-Agder, as well as compositions by Grieg, Chopin and Gershwin. Reception to follow. Admission is free with
a suggested free will donation. RSVP by
Sept. 23 to (718) 306-5660 to let us know

how many people will be in your party.

North Dakota

Stevne for Romerikslag and Solarlag
September 12 – 15
Fargo, N.D.
The annual stevne for Romerikslag and
Solarlag will be held Sept. 12 – 15 at the
Fargo Hilton Garden Inn, 4351 177th Ave.
S., Fargo, ND 53108. Romerikslag members have roots or present-day ties to the
area of Norway that nearly surrounds Oslo,
Norway. New members are welcome! Join
us for a wonderful presentations, films, music and traditional Norwegian foods. For
registration and information, contact Joel
Botten at (507) 388-1995 or joelbotten@
gmail.com, or contact Mary Gross at (507)
641-5891 or tmgross@redred.com.

WISCONSIN

22nd Annual Scandinavian Festival
October 6
New Berlin, Wis.
New Berlin Mayor Jack Chiovatero has proclaimed Oct. 6 as “Scandinavian Festival
Day.” Join us in celebrating the cultures of
Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Swenden
at the 22nd Annual Scandinavian Festival
at the Ronald Reagan Elementry School,
4225 S. Calhoun Road in New Berlin, WI
(just west of Milwaukee). This year’s entertainment will feature the Trio Seljemark
from Trondheim, Norway. There will be
traditional arts and crafts, sales exhibits, a
Bunad show, and ethnic foods representing
the Nordic countries. Events for the kids as
well. Genealogy Specialists will be available again this year for those interested in
learning how to research their Scandinavian family history. Doors are open from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is $7 for adults
and $2 for kids 4 through 12. Children under 4 are free. Parking is free! For information, call (262) 895-6419, (262) 797-8146,
or visit www.nordiccouncil.com.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Photo: VG screenshot

In this screenshot of VG, Kjell Voldheim shows the label of the mysterious package.

Special Release
On Aug. 24, a 100-year-old mystery was
finally solved in the small village of Otta in
Sel municipality, in the traditional region of
Gudbrandsdal, Norway.
A mysterious package, dated Aug. 26,
1912, wrapped in brown paper and sealed
with scarlet wax, with the cryptic message
“Can be opened in 2012,” has been shuffled
around the small community for 100 years.
It has been stored in safes, archives and museums. It has been lost and found again. Finally, on Aug. 24, the time came to open it.
Kjell Voldheim works for the Gudbrandsdal museums. He is one of the two
people who opened the package on Aug. 24.
“We have no idea what's in it!” he said,
before the package was opened. “It is incredibly exciting! There may be historical documents in it. Or maybe it's “The Blue Star”
diamond from the Titanic, which sank in
1912,” he told Norwegian newspaper VG.
Gro Hagemann, professor of history at
the University of Oslo, predicted:
“It may contain something that was a
scandal in the political life in 1912. Alternatively, it may be a social issue, such as
someone having a child outside marriage. It
must include information the mayor found
interesting enough to publish, but sensitive
enough having to wait 100 years to be revealed,” Hagemann says.
Some in the community were hoping to
see stocks in oil.
Unfortunately, Johan Nygaard, the previous mayor of Sel who had dated and signed

< Translate
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Reverend Lars R. Lund Fund for Nordic Literature. The new fund was made possible
by a significant grant from the Hognander
Family Foundation of Minnesota and its
president, Orville C. “Joe” Hognander, Jr.
The Fund will support the main AmericanScandinavian Foundation Translation Prize,
with additional funds to be utilized for the
ASF journal, Scandinavian Review, and literary programming at Scandinavia House:
The Nordic Center in America.
The Rev. Lars R. Lund Fund for Nordic Literature serves as an ongoing memorial to the life of the late Rev. Lund, Mr.
Hognander’s maternal grandfather. Rev.
Lund emigrated from Norway in 1900 at the
age of 18, initially finding work in the copper mines of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. In

the package, had no such fantastic treasure
or gossip to hide. Rather the package contained several letters postmarked in America, documents, accounts, records, receipts,
textiles and banners, one of them labeled
“From the King,” according to the newspaper Gudbrandsdølen. A 98-year-old copy of
Gudbrandsdølen from 1914 and of the Lillehammer Spectator from 1919 indicated that
the package had not been sealed for a full
100 years.
All the same, the opening of the package, which was streamed live on TV and the
internet, was not a disappointment. Torveig
Dahl, who opened the package with Kjell
Voldheim, also works at the Gudbrandsdal
museum. “One meets a little bit the people
behind the paperwork. For me, it was a great
experience,” Dahl told VG.
“The oldest thing the package contained
was a record from 1908 of donors in the U.S.
who gave grants to support Kringenstøtten,
said Voldheim.
Kringenstøtten is a monument to the
Battle of Kringen, a legendary battle fought
in Otta in 1612 between Norwegian civilians
and Scottish mercenaries during the Kalmar
War. This was a war between Sweden and
Norway-Denmark; the Scottish soldiers had
been hired by Sweden. The monument was
raised in 1912 to celebrate the 300-year anniversary of the battle.
The cryptic package made the news circuit, including the English language media.

1906, he began seminary studies, and went
on to serve as a pastor in the Lutheran Free
Church for many decades until his retirement at the age of 76.
Edward P. Gallagher, President of the
ASF, commended Mr. Hognander for his
generosity. “We are deeply grateful to the
Hognander Family Foundation and Mr.
Hognander for this generous contribution. It
is a wonderful tribute to Reverend Lund, and
will perpetuate his love of Nordic culture.
Establishment of this new fund will also undoubtedly stimulate important work in translation of Nordic literature.”
The ASF Translation Prize was established in 1980, and is awarded annually for
the best translation of poetry, fiction, drama,
or literary prose originally written in a Nordic language by a Scandinavian author born
after 1800.
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In your neighborhood

Honoring the visionary

Victoria Hofmo remembers the life of
Norwegian-American enthusiast Svein Skårdal

Photo: 8th Avenue Bar and Supper Club

Svein Skårdal in the main square of Vanse, Norway, which was renamed to “Brooklyn Square” to honor
the strong connections to its New York counterpart.

Victoria Hofmo
Brooklyn, N.Y.

I was filled with deep sadness, when I
heard of the passing of Svein Arvid Skårdal
of Vanse, Norway. He had touched so many
lives that I heard the news within minutes,
from four different sources from both sides
of the Atlantic. He truly served as a bridge
between the Norway and the NorwegianAmerican community.
It was hard to imagine that such a force
was gone. He had been fighting against the
cancer that invaded his body for a while.
But, one would not know it. Just last year,
he was setting up tables, organizing bands
and tirelessly filling in wherever needed at
the American Festival in Vanse, Norway, an
event that he was instrumental in bringing to
fruition.
Where is Vanse, you may ask? It is a
town of 1,200 in the Lister region of Norway.
If you have not heard of it before, you soon
will, because Svein, along with others from
this small town, have created a destination
spot, in an authentic organic manner by tapping into one of this small town’s claims to
fame. Its long and rich connection to America, especially in the area of south Brooklyn.
From this town, each generation can
claim alternating countries of birth: farfar
(grandfather) from Brooklyn, far (father)
from Norway and son from Brooklyn. Svein
felt that this connection should absolutely
be honored and celebrated. To that end, he
opened the 8th Avenue Supper Club with
his wife Liv Siri Jølle Skårdal. It is located
on the town square, later renamed Brooklyn
Square, and stands next to Trunken, a store
that features American-made and Americaninspired goods. The 8th Avenue Bar and Supper Club serves American food and offers
talented musicians playing American-style
sounds: rock, R&B, blues and country.
The second floor is a different matter. It
had been set up like a Brooklyn apartment
circa 1960. It serves as museum and fun
way to relive the past. And it succeeds. Two
friends of mine who had lived in Brooklyn
saw the formica kitchen table and their eyes
lit up as they reminisced about how they had
the same table in Brooklyn. Their mother
would stand on it to scrub the ceiling – very
Norwegian indeed.
But Svein took this connection further:
Not only did he create the 8th Avenue Bar
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and Supper Club, he worked on the naming
of Brooklyn Square, and was instrumental
in creating the American Festival. He also
wished to create Sister Communities between
Vanse and Brooklyn. He was tenacious, pursuing this for years. He even visited Brooklyn with a delegation to speak with New York
City Councilman Vincent J. Gentile’s office
about officially creating this agreement. It
was at this meeting that I felt and understood
his utter conviction and sincerity of purpose
for this project. It was if preserving this connection for future generations was his calling. His passion was so moving that I was
touched and further motivated to make the
Sister Communities Agreement happen.
I saw Svein in New York that following February in 2011. He had stumbled upon
the Danish Athletic Club in Brooklyn, by
coincidence on the same day that we were
holding Fastelavn (Danish Mardi Gras). He
came with Hans-Egil Berven and colleague
Alf jumped right in without hesitation, further evidence that these Norwegians are less
reserved than many of their compatriots and
certainly are infused with a dose of American
blood. As always, Svein was a good sport.
The next time I saw Svein was at the
American Festival in Vanse 2011. He was
smiling, fixing, doing and doing – tirelessly,
really. And I got to see first-hand his vision
and fruits of his labor. This was the sixth year
of the festival and it was a great success.
Little Vanse, had become a destination and
in a way that honored and celebrated something authentic to this town, its connection
to America.
It was in February 2012 that I learned
about Svein’s passing. Just four months earlier we had held a ceremony where Councilman Gentile signed the Sister Communities
Agreement. We also planted a Norwegian
maple tree in Leif Ericsson Park in Brooklyn
to honor those who lost their lives in the Oslo
massacre. With this in mind, at this year’s
American Festival, the Scandinavian East
Coast Museum planted a maple in Vanse
Park in memory of Svein. It is a way for us
to honor this man, this visionary who never
gave up on realizing his dream and always
did so with kindness.
A skål to Svein – for the man, his dream
and his realization!

< fargo
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back. An active member in Trollheim Lodge
of Sons of Norway and an avid bicyclist,
Tolly, as he’s known, decided to ride from
Sons of Norway International headquarters
in Minneapolis to the International Convention in Fargo, N.D., a 250-mile trip, to raise
money for the Sons of Norway Foundation’s
Humanitarian Fund, OISS scholarships and,
he hoped to have a little left over for his own
lodge’s scholarship fund.
“I wanted to help the Foundation in
some manner, and riding a bike is something
I enjoy,” said Tolly. “Sons of Norway CEO
Eivind Heiberg and Foundation Director
Cindy Ruona Olson were extremely supportive. All the folks along city streets, county
roads, and the Lake Wobegon and Central
Lakes Bike Trails were incredibly helpful.
“The co-owner of the Scandinavian Gift
Shop in Alexandria, Minn., Heidi Bergerson
and her husband Chad provided a bed and
food for me. Down the road Sons of Norway District 1 President Barbara Olsen and
her husband Chuck filled me up with rømmegrøt, lefse and strong coffee. I even met
a 95-year-old man in a Rothsay, Minn. café
who guided me to the city’s landmark, which
he helped construct: a 9,000-pound, 13-foot
high prairie chicken! Except for one flat tire,
the trip was uneventful with blue skies and
80-degree weather.”
When asked what his most memorable
experience was during Tour de Fargo, he

said with tears in his eyes, “As I was getting
ready to leave Minneapolis, a woman who
appeared disheveled and homeless said to
me, ‘You have a good cause, here’s a dollar.’”
The woman speaks volumes. If every
Sons of Norway member donated just $1, it
would add more than $60,000 to the Foundation. Alumni of the Oslo International Summer School could easily triple that amount.
It’s not too late to donate. Just go to http://
www.sofn.com/donation/ to make a contribution, or send a check to the Sons of Norway Foundation, 1455 West Lake Street,
Minneapolis, MN 55408. Please indicate online or on your check Tour de Fargo. Tolly’s
goal was to raise $1,500, but as of 10 a.m.
on day two of the convention he had raised
nearly $3,500.
Originally from Erskine Minn., Tolly
is a retired school teacher and lives in St.
Cloud, Minn. with his wife of 47 years, Karen. He plans to bike across the U.S. in the
near future.

Be our friend on
Facebook!

Sign up for
our free weekly
e-newsletter!

Get regular updates from the
Norwegian American Weekly
staff, special offers, and interact
with other readers.

Email naw@norway.com

facebook.com/naweekly

Leif erikson Lodge 2-001, sons of norway
Culture, entertainment and fun for young and old –

Questions? Need membership
info? Call (206) 783-1274

Come join us!

September 8
10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.: 2nd Saturday Kaffestua. $4 donation
2 – 3:30 p.m.: Youth Group meeting including Norwegian
language, games, crafts and snacks. Free admission!
5 – 8 p.m.: 2nd Saturday Social Hour. $5 for the evening.
September 12
Membership dinner at meeting. Happy hour at 5:30 p.m.,
dinner at 6 p.m. ($10 pp), Program at 7:30 p.m.
September 15
Ski for Light Salmon and Codfish Dinner! Music, dancing
included. $20 pp. RSVP to (206) 783-1274.
Mark Your Calendars:
Annual Bazaar to be held Oct. 20 – 21.
Exercise Class every Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Kaffestua Mon. – Fri. (except holidays) 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Leif erikson HaLL, 2245 n.W. 57tH st., seattLe, Wa 98107

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

E 801 Lauritzen Lane Waupaca, WI 54981
(715) 256-9930 • info@thetrollscove.com

Find the perfect gift from in
our online store, or if
you’re in the area, visit our
shop in Waupaca, Wisconsin!

SWEATERS — COLLECTIBLES — ROSEMALING — FISHERMEN’S CAPS — BOOKS — AND MORE!

Visit us online at www.thetrollscove.com
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Online: blog.norway.com/category/norwegian-americans

norwegian heritage

Norwegian Language Corner
NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES AND TROLLS

With 18 classic folk tales, fairy tales and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English,
“Tuss og Troll” is now serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner.
The stories are from the collections of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by
Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland, Johannes Farestveit and Nana Rise-Lynum. “Tuss
og Troll” was translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dyvad Raneng,
and was edited, designed and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri Publishing.

7 mils støvelen
Continued

– Ja, vil du det, skal eg løna deg rikt, sa
trollet, og drog fram ein diger lêrstøvel som
var sprokken frå den eine enden til den andre.
– Det slit på skorne å ta sju mil i steget.
– Eg må ta han med heim, sa guten, – men
eg skal koma att med han i morgon. Berre ligg
i høyet her så lenge, du. Så la guten støvelen
på sleden, og leste høy oppå.
Då guten kom heim, fann han seg ein
diger navar som han bora nye hol til saumen
med, og så sydde han støvelen saman med eit
tjukt reip. – Ikkje så pent, men sterkt, sa han.
Neste dag la han støvelen under eit teppe
på sleden, og så køyrde han av garde. Men då
han kom forbi kongsgarden, såg han at det var
samla så mykje folk der.
– Kva er det som skjer her? undra guten.
– Jau, var det ein som svara. – Prinsessa seier
ho ikkje vil stå opp før ho får friske jordbær.
Og no er kongen heilt fortvilt.
– Friske jordbær midt på vinteren, sa
guten. – Det var kravstor prinsesse! Men kanskje det kan bli ei råd med det likevel, slik at
ho står opp.

Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

Tire-changing women

THE SEVEN-LEAGUE BOOT
Continued

– Aye, if you do that I shall reward you
well, said the troll, and pulled out a huge leather boot that was split from one end to the other.
– The boots wear in the seams and come apart
from taking seven-league steps.
– I have to take it home, said the boy, –
but I will come back with it tomorrow. Just you
lay there in the hay until then. The boy then put
the boot on the sled and loaded hay on top.
When the boy arrived home, he found
himself a huge drill and made new holes in the
seam of the boot, then sewed the boot together
with a thick rope. – Not very pretty, but certainly strong, he said.
The next day, he hid the boot under a
blanket on the sled, and drove off. But when
he went past the king’s farm, he saw that many
people had gathered there.
– What is going on here? – the boy wondered. – Well, – one person answered. – The
princess says she does not want to get up before she is given fresh strawberries. And now
the king is in utter despair.
– Fresh strawberries in the middle of winter, said the boy. – This was a demanding princess! But perhaps a solution could be found
anyway, so that she will get up.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad Raneng
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Preorder for Christmas 2012! Price: $29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com
Norwegian Folk Tales, Fairy Tales
and Trolls: Tuss og Troll
Volume 1

norwegian american weekly

• 18 bilingual stories English & Norwegian
• Over 600 full colored illustrations
• 192 pgs, hardcover, 7”x10”, Smyth sewn
• = $29.95 with FREE shipping in the USA
In 1944, Øyvind Dybvad had an inspiration for
a new cartoon series based on Norwegian
folk tales. The series received the resounding
name of Tuss og Troll [Gnomes and Trolls].
Other than in 1947, this classic series has
been published every year in Norway by
Norsk Barneblad. Tuss og Troll is based on
the collection of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen
and Jørgen Moe, as well as others. Illustrated
by Solveig Muren Sanden and Jens R. Nilssen.
Pre-order now for Christmas 2012 delivery
Send a check to the address below
Made in America!
Astri My Astri Publishing
www.astrimyastri.com
Deb Nelson Gourley
Phone: 563-568-6229
602 3rd Ave SW, Waukon, IA 52172
gourleydeb@gmail.com

Photos: Heidi Håvan Grosch

Sissel Helen (left) and Ellen work at Steinkjer’s Vianor tire and service center as some of the only female
employees in the tire-changing division, and they both enjoy the challenge of hard work.

Norway prides itself on likestilling
(equal rights and opportunities for men and
women), but reality isn’t always the same as
what is written down on paper, and there are
still many jobs that are more heavily staffed
by one gender or the other. Go into a local barnehage (child care center) and your
chances of being greeted by a woman are
nearly 100 percent. Go to an international
Tupperware convention and being a man
definitely puts you in the minority.
A tire shop would be one of those places
that you would assume to be staffed by men,
so imagine my delight and surprise when I
recently went to get my tires changed at Vianor (www.vianor.no) and there were two
women waiting to do the job. “I think we are
the only two in the entire chain of stores,”
said 49-year-old Sissel Helen Eldal. “There
are naturally women in the office, but I think
we are the only ones in the garage.” That
says a lot for the Steinkjer shop, one of 44
Vianor workshops and 24 Vianor affiliates
across the country. With 1,400 employees,
they are the largest tire and service center in
Norway, taking their name (Vianor) from the
Latin definition meaning Norway’s road (via
= road, nor = Norway).
Both women like the challenge of hard
work, “but it is certainly different now that it
was before,” says permanent employee, Sissel Helen. “Before, it was the older men and
men from other countries particularly who
felt they had to help me lift things, but now
most people are used to seeing me here, so
it doesn’t happen as often. Besides, in this
day and age there are so many tools to help
that no one really has to lift anything alone
anyway!”
Ellen Rømo, age 19, has been working in
the garage for the summer. “I thought about
working on an oil platform,” she reflects,
“and I am back, again, at videregående skole

(High School) to learn mechanics. Only having discovered an interest in cars in the last
few years, Ellen is a good example that it is
never to late to learn something new. “There
aren’t many girls in my videregående class
either, but I like to try new things and want
to prove myself.”
Vianor also has something that is very
unique to this part of the world that has woken up to the importance of using winter
and summer tires. They operate a tire hotel
(dekkhotell). No, it’s not a place for your
tires to get a little sun or go skiing, lounging
by the pool or getting away from the stress of
the road. When the season changes you come
in, Vianor installs your other seasonal set of
tires, and then stores the ones you aren’t using.
Vianor sells over 1 million tires a year
to private individuals and businesses, and if
you happen to be at the Steinkjer shop, Sissel and Ellen may be the ones to change your
tires. Because of them (and of course Vianor’s overall policies and products) I know I
will never buy tires anywhere else.

NEW! Birkebeiner print
9.75x12” + generous border

Bergslien’s famous 1869 Norwegian painting of “Birchlegs” ski rescue
• full-color, fade-proof
• quality paper
• FREE shipping in
sturdy mailing tube to
US 48 states
• $15 each, USD only;
VISA/MasterCard

Order from
NORWAY ART
1455 West Lake St, B-20
Minneapolis, MN 55408
call 612.339.7829 or 612.871.2236, or
email: mjtmn@aol.com
Why not order now for shipment to your home or business
and have this beautiful art waiting for you there?!
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Sports

On to the quarterfinals

Norway outlasts spirited Argentina in 4 – 1 win

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
S t andings
Tippeligaen		
PLD

resul t s
8/24

Odd Grenland 1 – 0

Brann

8/25

Strømsgodset 3 – 3

Lillestrøm

8/26

Haugesund

4–1

Stabæk

8/26

Molde

2–0

Vålerenga

8/26

Sandnes Ulf

3–1

Sogndal

8/26

Hønefoss

0–1

Tromsø

8/26

Rosenborg

1–1

Viking

8/27

Fredrikstad

1–3

Ålesund

1. Molde FK		
2. Strømsgodset IF
3. Rosenborg BK		
4. FK Haugesund		
5. Viking FK		
6. Tromsø IL		
7. SK Brann		
8. Hønefoss BK		
9. Vålerenga Fotball
10. Ålesunds FK		
11. Odd Grenland		
12. Lillestrøm SK
13. Sandnes Ulf		
14. Sogndal IL Fotball
15. Fredrikstad FK
16. Stabæk Fotball

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com
Photo: Fotball.no

The U-20 Women’s national soccer team celebrates after their 4 – 1 victory over Argentina.

From page 3

Special Release
FIFA

Norway booked their passage to the
last eight at U-20 Women’s World Cup Japan 2012 with a 4 – 1 win over Argentina,
although it took two late goals to make the
game safe.
The Norwegians went into the match
knowing three points could secure their passage to the quarter-finals for the first time.
The Europeans were dominant throughout and had countless opportunities to score
although a hard-working Argentina turned in
their best performance of the tournament by
far, having shipped 15 goals in their previous
two outings.
Emilie Haavi’s volleyed goal on 25 minutes seemed set to open the floodgates but
Norway had to wait until 20 minutes from
full time to double their advantage, with the
silkily-skilled Caroline Hansen thrashing a
loose ball home.

< golf

From page 1

Annika Sørenstam and Lorena Ocha will return from their retirement to tee off with Yani
Tseng and Suzann Pettersen. Throughout the
18 holes at Oslo Golf Club, the girls will all
play with and against each other in teams of
two.
On the Sunday there is tee off and a
match at 10 a.m. between Team Suzann and
Team Annika (best Norwegian and Swedish junior golfers, boys and girls age 17 and
18). Then at eleven there will be tee off with
team-ups between Suzann, Annika, Lorena
and Yani.
The driving force behind this is of course
Suzann. She has been a member at Bogstad
since she was seven years old, where she now
has her own chamber. She says that she often feels far away from home and that fellow
countrymen rarely get the opportunity to feel
the true experience and excitement of professional golf. Therefore she decided to bring
professional golf back home to Norway. The
event will offer fun and excitement. It is all
about showing people a good time. She is
also taking the opportunity to her work with
junior golfers in Norway.
But it is not all about golf either. She has
combined the event with raising important
funds for charity program “Right to Play”
that she supports as an Ambassador.
Oslo Golf Club, established in 1924, is

< Oil

Then it was the Argentinians who finally
had something to celebrate as Yael Oviedo
swept home from close range with eight
minutes remaining, following a fumble from
goalkeeper Nora Gjoen.
Andrine Hegerberg, and then Ina Skaug
in injury time, completed the scoring for
what was a fair reflection of the difference
between the two teams.
Norway’s second-placed finish in Group
C means they will tackle Germany in their
quarter-final in Saitama.
“I‘m an experienced coach and I knew
after the first defeat against Korea that it is
not over,” said Norway coach Jarl Torkse.
“The key match was against Canada. We
never lost the hope. Hope Leads. Thanks to
all the lovely players.”

potential of the Norwegian continental shelf,
and demonstrates that we deliver on our strategy of revitalizing the NCS with high value
barrels,” said Gro Haatvedt, Statoil’s senior
vice president for exploration in Norway, in
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a statement.
“The Geitungen discovery...should be
seen in relation with the on-going appraisal
program in Johan Sverdrup to narrow down
the volume range and uncertainty,” said
Øivind Reinersten, Statoil vice president for
development of the Johan Sverdrup field.

WOODEN SPOON
SCANDINAVIAN

SHOP

1617 Avenue K, Plano, TX 75074
twonordic@aol.com
Exclusive designs
of the Wooden Spoon!

Uff da Wine Glass
Uff da is – Ceramic Tile
Shipping

$12.95
$9.95
$12.00

We carry a complete line of Scandinavian gifts and food at the Wooden Spoon!
Call (972) 424-6867 or place your order online at www.woodenspoon.ws
the oldest club in Norway. Except for World
War II, when people grew potatoes and other vegetables on the course, golf has been
played here ever since. The course is the only
18-hole course within the Oslo city limits.
After many years of wear and tear the
course was worn down, and in 2008 the
course was closed for a total reconstruction.
With triple drainage, fully automated water
irrigation system, sub-air under all greens,
sand capped fairways, bent grass on greens,
tees and fairways, the new course is among
Europe’s most technological advanced. The
course is beautifully situated around the Bogstad Lake. The par 71 championship course
measures about 6300 m is a truly unique design with long par 3s and water coming into
play on several holes. In July when the members go on vacation, green fee are reduced.
In Norway, golf is the third largest organized sport. With a total of 122.000 memberships spread over 185 golf clubs. The
Norwegian Golf Federation has the responsibility and authority to develop the elite golf
through the national teams and age-specific
teams. If you want to come to Norway to
play golf, keep in mind that most golf courses are products of the environment and the
Nordic climate. On the south-west coast,
you can normally play all year round, but for
most courses, the season starts in early May
and ends some time in October depending on
when the frost sets in.

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST

Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com Full Service Agency With Experienced

Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our
daily
specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel
Our daily specials and regularly updated information
will
help
you
make
wise
travel
decisions
in
a constantly changing world!
decisions in a constantly changing world!

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

Verrazano TraVel & leisure
1 (718) 979-6641
inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

TRAVEL IN
STYLE
YOUR STYLE
BUSINESS, ECONOMY EXTRA OR ECONOMY

Use your
smart phone
to visit our site.

Book now at flysas.com/us

Choose
to Make a Difference
Thrivent
Choice®
Does
retirement
feel like awith
distant
dream?
“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever; his horn will be lifted high in honor.” Psalm 112:9 (NIV)
Thrivent Choice Dollars® grant funds are making an impact in the daily lives of families in the United States and all over the globe.
Thrivent Choice is proud to help strengthen communities and help members live generously.
Make a difference at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

The Lunches for Learning program, one of over 20,000 Choice Dollars® grant funds recipient organizations, provides Honduran
children with nourishing meals to keep them in school instead of dropping out to search for food.
Visit Thrivent.com/choicedollars for program eligibility information and complete Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent Choice® program.
27573NAW N8-12

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)

