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Se – sommeren har gode ting å
gi oss. Den ser på oss med sine
blomsterblikk.

Read more on page 8

– Inger Hagerup

Solving the
Palmyra
mystery
Read more on page 5

Norwegian American Weekly
Vol. 123 No. 27 July 6, 2012

Norway.com News
Find more at
www.norway.com

News

With blood donors thin on the
ground, Norway currently has
little option but to import blood
from elsewhere in Europe.
Across the continent, only Estonia has fewer blood donors
per head of population than
Norway, Aftenposten reports.
“The World Health Organization and the Red Cross strongly
recommend that every country
ensures it has enough volunteer,
unpaid blood donors to meet
its own needs,” Professor Hans
Erik Heier of Blodbanken told
the newspaper. “Blood should
be donated to help other people,
not to earn money. Twenty percent of the world’s population
uses 80 percent of the blood on
the market. If we’re a burden,
others will get less,” he added.
Norway is home to 95,000 donors, but 30,000 more are needed to meet demand, he said.
(blog.norway.com/category/
news)

Culture

A new report by Statistics Norway shows Norwegians are
drinking more wine and less
beer. Norwegians purchased 77
million liters of wine in 2010
and 2.5 million liters of beer.
On average, a Norwegian consumed 6.62 liters of alcohol in
2011.
(blog.norway.com/category/
culture)
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“We are a little nervous”
AUF opens
summer camp
with a little
hesitation this
week
NRK
On July 2, the AUF’s summer camp began on Bjørkøy in
Eidangerfjord, Telemark. It is the
first summer camp after the terrorist attacks on Utøya on July 22,
2011. “Friends say we have to be
cautious,” said an AUF member to
NRK.
There will be no summer camp
for the AUF on Utøya this summer
because of last year’s tragic events.

See > camp, page 6
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AUF leader Eskil Pedersen addresses the participants gathered at Bjørkøya for this year’s AUF camp.

Left to the past? Summer of “Malice”
Pete Thorsen crime
Special Rønningen Ramblings report
about Norway’s dwindling farm culture series continues
with third book
“Malice”
Kelsey Larson
Copy Editor
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From the author of “Target”
and “Hard Water Blues” comes the
third installment in the Pete Thors-

See > Malice, page 12

Battle to the podium
Photo: Heidi Håvan Grosch

With increasing costs and prohibitive residency laws, Norwegian farms are being
abandoned and left vacant, such as the one pictured above.

Heidi Håvan Grosch
Sparbu, Norway

Norway is a rich country, a fact
determined not just by the amount
of income people have, the taxes
people pay or the cost of things
they buy. Norway is rich in natural

Norwegian cyclist
Edvald Boasson
Hagen works hard in
the Tour de France
CyclingNews

resources. The fact that we have oil
is a given, and since its discovery
in the North Sea in the late 1960s

See > farming, page 14

Edvald Boasson Hagen didn’t
think he would win the Tour de
France prologue, but thought that
his time of 7:24 would be enough

See > Cycling, page 15
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Nyheter
Kongehusekspert: Slottsplassen er en
skam

I et debattinnlegg i dagens VG skriver
kongehusekspert og mangeårig hoffreporter
Kjell Arne Totland at det er på høy tid med
opprusting og rehabilitering av Slottsplassen. – Slottet er fantastisk flott innvendig og
utvendig, men Slottsplassen er ikke kongeboligen verdig. Slik den ser ut i dag, er den
en skam for oss, sier Totland til VG Nett.
Han forteller at Slottsplassen så ut som en
dårlig vedlikeholdt byggeplass på grunn av
de dype bekkefarene i den røde grusen.
Selv har Totland irritert seg over dette i lengre tid, og sier han også har blitt kontaktet
av en rekke mennesker som reagerer på det
samme. – Når jeg har vært på Slottsplassen
sammen med utenlandske journalister så har
de trodd at sandplassen var noe provisorisk.
Men det triste er jo at det er slik Slottsplassen vår ser ut. Det er sørgelig, sier han.
(VG)

Utøya-overlevende tiltalt i voldssak

Adrian Pracon (21), profilert AUF-er og
Utøya-overlevende, må møte i retten etter å
ha slått ned to personer på et utested i Oslo.
Nå beklager han. – Jeg har allerede erkjent
at jeg har påført disse to personene skadene,
og kommer til å gjøre det også i rettssalen,
sier han til VG. Den 15. august må 21-åringen fra Skien møte i Oslo tingrett, tiltalt for
legemsbeskadigelse. – Jeg er utrolig lei meg,
og beklager på det sterkeste, forteller han.
Pracon er blant de mest profilerte Utøyaoverlevende. I retten sa Anders Behring
Breivik at han sparte Pracon fordi han så
«høyreorientert» ut. Det mannlige offeret er
en profil innen norsk motebransje. Pracon
bedyrer imidlertid at han ikke kjenner de to,
og at han ikke har hatt en konflikt med noen
av de to fornærmede. – Jeg bærer ikke nag
til de to som dessverre ble rammet. Snarere
tvert om. Jeg er veldig lei meg for at uskyldige ble rammet av mitt svake øyeblikk, sier
Pracon, som forteller at han har black out fra
episoden. – Jeg husker jeg var på byen for å
hygge meg og tenke på noe annet, så blir det
svart. Det neste jeg husker er at jeg sitter i en
politibil, sier han til VG.
(VG)

Munch-verker for salg i London

23 Munch-verker er lagt ut for salg under
kunstmessen Masterpiece i London. Samlet verdi er om lag 80 millioner kroner. I
alt 23 malerier, litografer og tegninger av
Edvard Munch blir presentert på messen,
skriver Aftenposten. Et sjeldent litografi av
«Skrik» ble onsdag presentert for publikum.
Litografiet, som ble skapt av Edvard Munch
i 1895, er en av årets hovedattraksjoner.
Blant verkene som selges, er også et signert
litografi av «Madonna» og en håndkolorert utgave av «Pikene på broen». I fjor var
det 48.000 mennesker innom kunstmessen.
Dronning Sonja var til stede da Tate Modern åpnet en Munch-utstilling denne uken.
Utstillingen vrir på den faste forestillingen om Munch som en introvert, angstfull
1800-tallskunstner, og viser mange verk fra
1900-tallet samt fotografier Munch har tatt
og tidlige filmer kuratorene mener Much var
svært påvirket av.
(NTB)

Nyheter fra Norge

høyre-topp vil ha profitt-skoler
Norske skoleeiere bør
kunne ta ut millioner
av kroner i utbytte. Det
mener Høyre-topp
Michael Tetzschner

Ut på dato

Etter 13 år som ruvende
landemerke på selveste
Oslo S, blir tavlen som
viste togforsinkelsene nå
erstattet av 100 TV-skjermer
AfteNposteN

VG
Han taler sin egen partileder Erna Solberg midt i mot – og er sikker på å vinne
frem til slutt.
Stortingsrepresentanten mener det er
bakvendt å se på profitt fra skoledrift som
noe negativt. Tvert imot er det en fordel at
eierne tjener gode penger:
– Det er et tegn på fornuftig drift at
en virksomhet går med overskudd, og
kvalitetskravene oppfylles. Det gjelder også
skoler, sier Michael Tetzschner til VG.
Privatskoleloven sier i dag nei til at eierne kan ta ut overskudd fra driften.
For tre uker siden avslørte VG hvordan
eierne av privatskolen Akademiet Bergen
tjente millioner av kroner på skoleselskapet,
ved at skolen kjøpte tjenester fra deres andre
selskaper.
Med lovlig skoleprofitt kan dette ta slutt.
– Å nekte private skoledrivere å drive
så effektivt at det blir overskudd, på tross av
langt dårligere økonomiske rammer enn den
skattefinansierte skolen er meningsløst, sier
Tetzschner.
Dersom Høyre slipper inn i regjeringskontorene neste høst, har de allerede lovet å
løsne på privatskoleloven.
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Foto: Wikimedia Commons
Høyres Michael Tetzschner mener norsk skole blir
bedre med større privat konkurranse.

Da vil private skoler som ikke regnes
som et pedagogisk eller religiøst alternativ
få starte opp igjen.
Senest for en drøy uke siden sa imidlertid både Solberg og nestleder Bent Høie til
VG at det var uaktuelt å la skoleeiere ta ut
utbytte.
– De rødgrønne beskylder oss for å
ville ha samme situasjon som i Sverige, men
det er flere store forskjeller. Vi vil som sagt
beskytte den offentlige skolen og nekte eierne utbytte, sa Høie til VG.
Tetzschner erkjenner at hans forslag
ikke vil bli omfavnet med en gang.
Dersom Høyre får regjeringsmakt tror
han likevel det er et tidsspørsmål når han vil
få gjennomslag.
English Synopsis: Conservatice Party politician
Michael Tetzschner thinks Norway should adopt forprofit schools.

Ett av Sør-Norges viktigste møtepunkt
er totalt forandret når togene begynner å gå
igjen 6. august.
Tavlen på 120 kvadrat, som tilsvarer
en romslig OBOS-leilighet, er blitt innhentet av den nyere tid og plassert på historiens
skraphaug. Borte blir også den store, analoge klokken som på sekundet viste hvor
snublende kort tid det var igjen til toget
skulle ha gått.
Men mandag var det slutt. Tavlen gikk
ned og presseningene kom opp. Det var
plent umulig å skaffe stadig hyppigere reservedeler til alle lysstoffrørene 13-åringen
trengte. Men en ny tid er snart i emning med
et anstrøk av nostalgi:
– For mange er det sterke følelser forbundet med denne tavlen. Derfor fikk vi
laget et dataprogram som viser en analog
klokke med riktig tid, men som altså bare er
et skjermbilde, sier Geir Hagen, prosjektleder for Tele i Jernbaneverket Utbygging.
Den nye tavlen veier seks tonn, består
av fire moduler med 25 TV-skjermer i hver,
og når hele stasen skal heises opp blir den
hengede i åtte kraftige vinsjer.
English Synopsis: The famous 13-year-old timetable and analog clock at Oslo’s central train station,
Oslo S, is to be replaced by 100 TV screens.

her skal aUfs sommerleir arrangeres
Det blir ingen sommerleir
for AUF på Utøya i
sommer på grunn
av fjorårets tragiske
hendelser. I stedet
arrangeres en sommerleir
på en øy utenfor Brevik
NRK
AUFs første sommerleir går av stabelen
i Telemark neste uke. Opptil 200 ungdommer samles på Bjørkøya utenfor Brevik.
Den lille fergen Løvøy som trafikkerer
mellom Bjørkøya og Brevik, frakter cirka 80
personer på det meste. Til uka skal den frakte
AUF-ere som skal delta på den første sommerleiren i organisasjonen siden de tragiske
hendelsene på Utøya i fjor.
Den tre dager lange leieren skal være et
alternativ siden det ikke blir noe på Utøya
i år.
– Vi tenkte at for de AUF-erne som har
meldt seg inn for å være med på en sommerleir, skulle få lov til det. Derfor har vi invitert
de til Bjørkøya, sier lederen i Telemark AUF
Elisabeth Wickstrøm Åkredalen til NRK.no.
– Hvorfor har dere valgt å dra ut på en
øy?
– Det er praktisk på en øy. Da har man
et begrenset område i tillegg til at det er lettere med sikkerhet på en øy. Hadde vi vært
på land, så hadde vi nok ikke fått en egen
strand og brygge for oss selv som det er her,
sier hun.

Kulturminister Anniken Huitfeldt, AUF
leder Eskil Pedersen og Arbeidsminister
Hanne Bjurstrøm er noen av gjestene som
skal besøke leiren, og organisasjonen sier
de har snakket mye med politiet om sikkerheten.
– Det er klart at det er vanskeligere å
komme seg fra en øy dersom det skulle skje
noe, men det er kort vei fra nordenden på øya
og over til Sandøya. Og det er kort vei til en
annen øy lenger sør. Sandøya er befolket og
der er det sannsynligvis mange som har båt.
Politiet kommer også til å ha en båt på vannet som er mer obs på at vi er der, sier Elisabeth Wickstrøm Åkredalen.
– Hadde det ikke vært for hendelsen
i fjor sommer så hadde dette sett helt annerledes ut. Vi er nødt til å ta med oss erfaringer fra det som har skjedd det siste året
når vi skal planlegge vår ressurssituasjon inn
mot det arrangementet som skal forgå i vårt
distrikt.
Det sier konstituert visepolitimester i
Telemark Knut Kolloen. Han sier politiet har
tatt sine forholdsregler før sommerleiren.
– Vi skal være til stedet og passe på at
det er trygt å være på Bjørkøya. Vi skal ha en
beredskap som gjør at vi skal kunne ivareta
situasjoner som forhåpentligvis aldri oppstår, men ellers skal vi være så usynlige som
mulig.
– Er det trygt å sende ungdommene sine
på leiren?
– Så langt vi kan si noe om det, så skal
det være helt trygt, sier han.
English Synopsis: AUF’s annual summer camp will
be held on the island of Bjørkøya in Telemark this
year, instead of Utøya.

Bjørkøya utenfor Brevik.

Foto: Inger Fjelddalen

Foto: Fjordbussen
Fergen Løvøy går mellom Brevik og Bjørkøya.
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Take a holiday Goverment quarter reopens
Norwegians begin
annual summer
vacation exodus

Area between the
bombed governmental
buildings will open this
summer, says Minister
Rigmor Aasrud

Norway Post
The school year has ended and for many
Norwegian families summer vacation started
this weekend. However, the main three-week
summer vacation for most Norwegians begins next weekend.
But already this weekend the line-ups
of traffic out of the larger cities were longer
than usual, and with the rather cool and wet
June at home, many had booked flights to
wamer lands.
Still for many, the summer vacation begins at the weekend cabin, be it at the coast
or in the mountains, or visiting friends and
relatives.
However, the main exodus comes next
wekend, when three weeks of “Fellesferie”

See > holiday, page 6

Ruben Skålevik

Royal Norwegian Consulate in Seattle

Minister of Government Administration, Reform and Church Affairs Rigmor
Aasrud gave this information when the press
met her by the governmental quarter June
28. The work of cleaning the buildings from
the inside is almost completed. The fences
blocking the street will be moved next week
to cover the buildings, opening up for pedestrians and people on bike to use the street
again. The street will still be closed for vehicles. By August it will be possible to walk
from Akersgata by Nygaardsvolds plass,
Grubbegata and Einar Gerhardsens plass

See > reopening, page 11

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

One of the government buildings after the bombing July 22. The bomb car was placed right in
front of the beam that is now on the ground.

Støre visits Afghanistan Found again
Four aid workers
rescued after being
kidnapped June 29
Ruben Skålevik

Royal Norwegian Consulate in Seattle

the northern province of Faryab.
It was announced in April that Norway

Four aid workers belonging to the Norwegian Refugee Council (NGC) were abducted Friday June 29th in an area between
Kenya and Somalia. They were rescued on
Monday July 2 by the Somali military.
It was a dramatic abduction that took
place on June 29 in the refugee camp in
Dadaab between Kenya and Somalia. A driver was killed in the attack and four workers
for the Norwegian Refugee Council (Flyktninghjelpen) were kidnapped. The kidnapped
were the Norwegian aid worker Astrid Sehl
(33), Steven Dennis (37) and Qurat-Ul-Ain
Sadozai (38) from Canada and Glenn Kostes

See > afghanistan, page 11

See > rescued, page 11

Photo: Ragnhild Imerslund / Ministry of Foreign Affairs

On June 26, Minister of Foreign Affairs Jonas Gahr Støre met with the Norwegian contingency in
Faryab, Afghanistan and visited with Lieutenant Odd Søbstad.

Christy Olsen Field

Managing Editor

In the last week of June, Minister of Foreign Affairs Jonas Gahr Støre made a visit to
Afghanistan, in what may be a last visit to
the Norwegian troops in camp Maimana, in

This week on Norway.com
Nowegians sick of English in ads

Two thirds of the respondents in a
Language Council (Språkrådet) survey
said they would prefer all advertising and
marketing materials to be produced solely
in Norwegian. The report also shows that
fewer business executives and members of
the public believe the use of English benefits
sales. However, Norwegian remains under
“continual pressure from English in many
areas of society,” according to the council’s
2012 status report. “Norwegian is under
major pressure both in the internationallyoriented business sector and in higher
education and research. It’s important to
tackle this and enter into a dialogue with
the sectors concerned,” said Council chief
Arnfinn Muruvik Vonen. Studies show that
even students who believe they have an
excellent grasp of the language often have
major difficulties learning through English.
One Swedish study found that physics
students taught using English asked fewer
questions, answered fewer questions and
stopped taking notes.
(The Local)

Strike by air traffic controllers avoided

A strike by Norwegian air traffic controllers
was avoided in the early hours on July
2, when an agreement was reached on a
new wage agreement, four hours after the
deadline. The two sides accepted a proposal
presented by the mediator, which is in line
with the other new wage agreements reached
in Norway this spring.
(Norway Post)

Less crime reported in Norway

In 2011, 3.6 percent fewer criminal offenses
were reported to the Norwegian police than
in 2010. A total of 2.4 percent fewer crimes
and 6.2 percent fewer misdemeanors were
registered, compared with 2010. In relation
to 2010, fewer offenses for profit, traffic
misdemeanors, drug offenses and cases of
damage to property were reported to the
police in 2011, Statistics Norway (SSB)
reports. In absolute numbers, the greatest
decline was in offenses for profit, while
damage to property was the category of
offense with the largest percentual decrease;
of 8.5 percent. The scope of violent offenses
was on a par with 2010, while the number
of sexually motivated crimes registered was
higher than in 2010. In 2011, almost 6 percent
fewer drug offenses were reported than in
2010. The 42, 800 registered drug crimes in
2011 is, however, the second highest number
reported in the period 2003-2011.
(Statistics Norway)
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Exchange Rates
(July 2, 2012)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

norwegian american weekly

5.9759
5.9035
6.9223
1.0184
0.7942

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Winners
Name		

Losers

NOK

Green Reefers
Borgestad		
Totens Sparebank
Scottish Salmon Co.
Funcom

Change

0.1
16.7%
141.0 12.8%
44.0 10.3%
2.9
9.6%
17.4
9.4%

Name

Avocet Mining
Reservoir Expl. Tech.
SeaBird Exploration
Eitzen Maritime Services
Dolphin Group

NOK

7.2
1.4
3.9
0.9
3.8

Change

-19.8%
-13.3%
-10.2%
-5.8%
-5.5%

Make a social impact
Norwegian team wins Junior Achievement
Europe Social Enterprise competition

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.
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Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
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Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484
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Nomeno UB’s bracelet called “Safe and Sound” took first prize at the JA – YE Europe Social Enterprise Program. From left: Øyvind Sandvold from Ferd with Georg Pal and Bettina Paulsen Lundin of
Nomeno UB.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Five students from Norway were named
the 2012 winners of the Junior Achievement
– Young Enterprise Europe Social Enterprise
Program. They competed against other 100
social enterprises created by young people
age 15 – 18 across ten European countries.
The winning enterprise Nomeno (“No
means no”), coming from Oslo, developed a
product called “Safe and Sound,” a bracelet
with a built-in warning whistle that helps you
to summon help in an emergency. The team
already sold around 100 bracelets thanks to
the media attention they received and they
are donating all the profits to the Norwegian
National Association for Victims of Violence. “We want to change community’s attitude toward rape, through creating awareness about the extent and consequences of
rape and violence! “Safe and Sound” is not a
product, but a movement against human violence,” said the winning students.
I have written about social entrepreneurship before. Let me just mention that it is an
important development in the face of today’s
huge socio-economic challenges. It’s a leap
beyond responsible business to new, innovative social solutions. Moreover, young
people like the idea of applying business
skills and ingenuity to solve social problems
in sustainable ways. The JA-YE Social Enterprise Program brings education, training,
skills, work and community closer together
to inspire and recognize young social entre-

preneurs. It’s aim is to increase the pool of
potential social entrepreneurs by providing
access to education in social enterprise to
young people.
The Norwegian industrial group Ferd
have initiated the Ferd Award for Social Entrepreneurship. Its aim is to celebrate current
or past participants of YA-YE entrepreneurship programs from anywhere in the world,
who through their enterprises have created
a positive social impact in various fields of
activities. They have the driving passion to
change social patterns and make them better, by introducing new products/services or
technologies, or by having a different approach than the traditional ones.
“Secondary-school students are capable
of leading and creating positive change,”
said Johan H. Andresen, owner and CEO of
Ferd. “We have seen great potential in all
the twenty four companies that made it to
the final part of the competition. They were
asked to prepare an Annual Report, a video
pitch and to present their idea online to the
jury, using a virtual meeting room. They all
showed professionalism and the will to make
an impact! The jury had a very difficult mission in selecting the winning team.”
JA-YE Europe is Europe’s largest provider of entrepreneurship education programs, reaching 3.1 million students in 36
countries. It’s funded by businesses, institutions, foundations and individuals.

Business News & Notes
June unemployment rises as hiring stalls

Norway’s unemployment rate unexpectedly
rose in June, the first increase since January, as
Europe’s debt crisis weighed on hiring. Registered unemployment rose to 2.4 percent this
month, according to a statement from the Oslobased Labor and Welfare Organization today.
The median estimate of a Bloomberg survey
of 12 economists was for an unchanged rate
of 2.3 percent. “The labor market in isolation
suggests a higher interest rate than today’s
level,” Swedbank First Securities said in an
e-mail. “But a weak economic outlook among
our trading partners outweighs this and puts a

lid on the key policy rate for now.” Norway’s
central bank expects registered unemployment
will average 2.5 percent this year, it said in its
latest monetary policy report.
(Business Week)

Norway plans Arctic Research Center

Norway will set up a research center to tackle
the challenges involved in drilling for oil in
the cold waters of the Arctic region, the Oil
Ministry said June 27. The center will be part
financed by the oil and foreign ministries, and
part by the Norwegian oil industry, it said.
(Dow Jones)
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Researchers solve historical mystery
Norwegian archaeologists have solved one
of the great puzzles of the Roman Empire:
Why was the vibrant city of Palmyra located
in the middle of the Syrian Desert?
Research Council of Norway

In ancient Roman times A.D., Palmyra
was the most important point along the trade
route linking the east and west, reaching a
population of 100,000 inhabitants. But its
history has always been shrouded in mystery: What was a city that size doing in the
middle of the desert? How could so many
people live in such an inhospitable place
nearly 2,000 years ago? Where did their food
come from? And why would such an important trade route pass directly through the
desert? Norwegian researchers collaborated
with Syrian colleagues for four years to find
answers.
“These findings provide a wealth of new
insight into Palmyra’s history,” says project
manager Jørgen Christian Meyer, a professor at the University of Bergen. The project
has received funding of over NOK 9 million (USD 1.5 million) from the Research
Council of Norway’s comprehensive funding scheme for independent basic research
projects (FRIPRO).

New research using modern archaeological methods
The Bergen-based archaeologists approached the problem from a novel angle
– instead of examining the city itself, they
studied an enormous expanse of land just to
the north. Along with their Syrian colleagues
from the Palmyra Museum and aided by satellite photos, they catalogued a large number of ancient remains visible on the Earth’s
surface.
“In this way,” explains Professor Meyer, “we were able to form a more complete
picture of what occurred within the larger
area.”
The team detected a number of forgotten
villages from ancient Roman times. But what
finally solved the riddle of Palmyra was the
discovery of the water reservoirs these villages had utilized.

Not a desert
Professor Meyer and his colleagues
came to realize that what they were studying
was not a desert, but rather an arid steppe,
with underground grass roots that keep rain
from sinking into the soil. Rainwater collects

The agora of Palmyra, Syria.

in intermittent creeks and rivers called wadi
by the Arabs.
The archaeologists gathered evidence
that residents of ancient Palmyra and the
nearby villages collected the rainwater using
dams and cisterns. This gave the surrounding
villages water for crops and enabled them
to provide the city with food; the collection
system ensured a stable supply of agricultural products and averted catastrophe during droughts. Local farmers also cooperated
with Bedouin tribes, who drove their flocks
of sheep and goats into the area to graze during the hot season, fertilizing the farmers’
fields in the process.
Safe trade route
Palmyra’s location also had a political
foundation. Important east-west trade routes,
including along the Euphrates River to the
north, were not under the control of the Romans to the west or the Persians to the east.
Local lords and chieftains demanded high
fees for passage.
This practice of extortion translated into
a tremendous opportunity for the Palmyrians; they joined forces with the Bedouins to
provide security, beasts of burden and guides
through the desert.
“Tradesmen from Palmyra made the
most of the city’s unique location to build
up a comprehensive trade network,” says the
professor. “This explains much of the city’s
prosperity.”
Arable land in this time of need
The solution to the mystery of Palmyra
can also teach us something today. As the
world seeks arable land to feed its billions,
we can learn from the Palmyrians’ experience. If they were able to cultivate the desert
soil almost 2,000 years ago, surely we can do
the same with all the available modern aids
and methods.
“Occasionally an enormous amount
of rain falls in the desert,” says Professor Meyer. “Anyone can see how green the
desert becomes after the rain. The Palmyrians must have realized the potential of this
type of land, which covers large areas of our
planet.”

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

Temple of Bel in Palmyra, Syria.
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< holiday
From page 3

(joint vacation) begins. A time also called
Norwegian national paralysis, when many
shops and production facilities close down
altogether, and you may have problems finding a plumber or an electrician, if you need
one in a hurry.

< camp

From page 1

Instead, the Telemark AUF has organized a
summer camp at Bjørkøy outside Brevik,
Telemark.
The camp is opened from July 2-4 and is
open to AUF members from across Norway.
Sixteen-year-olds Camilla Bøeng and
Thea Moseid Olsen from the Kristiansand
AUF hope the camp will be a positive experience, even while they have last year fresh
in their memories.
“I hope to have lots of fun and there
will be many there from across the country. I
hope that it will be a very nice trip without us
thinking too much about what happened last
year,” said Bøeng.
AUF members from Kristiansand say
they have talked a bit about what happened
last year in advance of this year’s summer
camp.
“We had no doubt about it when we decided to participate, but we thought about it
later. Friends and others said we had to be
careful and remember what happened last
year.”
“Do you feel confident in your security?”
“Yes, a little. But we are still a little nervous. Although I have heard that it is very
good security, I’m nervous,” said Olsen.
“We will be onsite to make sure it is safe
to be on Bjørkøy. We will have a contingency
that allows us to take care of situations that
will hopefully never occur, but otherwise we
shall be as invisible as possible,” said acting

NEW! Birkebeiner print
9.75x12” + generous border

Bergslien’s famous 1869 Norwegian painting of “Birchlegs” ski rescue
• full-color, fade-proof
• quality paper
• FREE shipping in
sturdy mailing tube to
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VISA/MasterCard

Order from
NORWAY ART
1455 West Lake St, B-20
Minneapolis, MN 55408
call 612.339.7829 or 612.871.2236, or
email: mjtmn@aol.com
Why not order now for shipment to your home or business
and have this beautiful art waiting for you there?!
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On the EDGE

An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!

Norway: A lighthouse in a long-lasting European crisis?
By Dr. Steinar Opstad, Ph.D.

The financial situation in Northey would obey a strict spending conway is getting better and better,
trol. We Norwegians are silent in this
while the situation for Europe is
discussion, but we follow Markel’s
really dismal. In the world outside
argument and understand her. On the
Europe – especially in India and
other side will a breakdown of the
China – we read about new probEuropean economy, what is called the
lems even if the productivity im“Euro cooperation,” also have impact
provement measured by European
on us. We will most likely be able to
standard is good. This was in short
sell our oil, gas and hydropower enthe message from Bank of Norway
ergy somewhere, but how European
delivered a few days back in their
problems will influence the rest of
quarterly report. The question I ask
our export is a good question, and
myself: Can this situation last? Can
from an employment point of view,
we Norwegians really remain unafreduced exports of mainland producfected by the development in the
tion will have large impact on the emrest of Europe?
ployment rate in Norway.
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tion: they have historic facts on their
calculate on bright days during the
minds and will not risk a breakdown
three next years. The bank predicts
in their economy as they had during
Photo: Yngve Ask / www.visitnorway.com
a good growth in the Norwegian Norway’s relative financial security in comparison to the great recession in the 1930s. But
economy from now to 2015, very mainland Europe can give a beacon of hope to European despite resistance from Germany, the
low unemployment (almost noth- debt restructuring negotiators.
European leaders finally made some
ing) and a continued strong growth
hundred billions Euros available
boycott of Norway since the Norwegian
in incomes for the households. The
for help to European banks in their
interest will increase from the very low Nobel Committee awarded the peace prize 24-hour-long nonstop discussion two days
level today, but not much. The big “but” to a Chinese dissident in 2010. Norway’s ago.
is what happens in Europe. We understand attempt to tell the Chinese that the NorIt is hard to understand that little Northat even with the predicted increase will wegian Parliament and government do way suddenly has been the rich uncle in
the interest remind very low compared to not control the Nobel committee is not Europe.
what we Norwegians are used to. There accepted. We have such a different underSteinar Opstad, born
is a long way to the interest level of six standing of democracy that our efforts to
explain
is
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by
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The
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back. Even the prices for houses will be
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Business and Industry.
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to the tourist industry where an ongoing of budget discipline and overspending in the author of several professional books. He
boycott from China means many thousand some of the European countries. They ask is also the founder of the American College
tourists fewer this year. As you might re- for more support and economical help, and of Norway in Moss, Norway.
member, China has continued an official Merkel has refused to help them out unless
The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is
not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

Deputy Police Chief in Telemark Knut Kolloen to NRK.no before the weekend.
“Is it safe to send kids to camp?”
“As far as we can say, it should be absolutely safe,” he said.
Minister of Labor Hanne Bjurstrøm is
visiting the camp.
“It feels strange, very sad and very nice
at the same time. I am very happy that I be
allowed to participate in this camp. Both to
show respect to last year’s horrific events,

Native Norwegian speakers needed

Lionbridge Technologies is
looking for full-time temporary employees for software
testing. Must have native proficiency in Norwegian and
English, and some familiarity
with Windows operating system. Email demba.baldeh@
lionbridge.com or call (425)

but also to help lift AUF again and put politics on the agenda and ensure that this is a
great camp,” she says to NRK.no.
Bjurstrøm spoke about unemployment
among young people in the camp today and
she also hopes to use the time to talk with
AUF members about the events at Utøya last
year.
“We will reflect on the cruel, we will remember what happened and we shall have
great respect for it. But we should also be

319-0884 for details.

allowed to be happy and be thinking about
the important political tasks that lie ahead,
particularly towards the elections in 2013.”
The Labor Minister says that she relies
wholly on the police and that those that ensure the safety will do it properly.
“These young people should be very
safe and I’m not worried about it,” she said.
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Letters to the Editor

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Attention readers!

The Norwegian American Weekly
office will be closed July 13 –
August 6 for summer vacation..

No issues will be published
July 20, 27, August 3 or 10.
Regular printing will resume
August 17.

Questions? Call us at (800) 3050217 or email naw@norway.com
Dear Editor,
In the Norwegian American Weekly
about month ago, there was an article by Ms.
Berman about the way Norwegian people
had treated the Jews during World War II.
It would have been nice if we could have
said that all Norwegians helped all in danger,
but unfortunately that did no happen, and it
is not something we should allow to hurt us.
But she has forgotten or deliberately not
mentioned another side of this story.
I wonder if she knew about the many
people who tried to convince both the Norwegian and the Czech Jews (who had fled to
Norway, believing they would be safe there),
that they had to flee to Sweden as soon as
possible. My father together with many Gilwell Scouts and doctors got together and
warned the rabbis, among others, about the
danger of remaining in Norway, and also
helped them escape and often paid the Swedish border guards when needed. As a result
of this work my father, among others, was
arrested in January 1943 and sent to a camp
in Poland.
One of the problems in Norway, I have
been told, was that many Jewish families
did not believe they had to flee to Sweden,
they felt nothing would happen to them in
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Norway. They hesitated too long, until it was
too late. So please, don’t be too harsh, and
don’t carry anger for what happened. My father always said after he came back from the
camp: “Don’t hate. It only hurts you.”
As a comment to the Heavy Water plant
incident: My mother helped patch up one
of the men from Company Linge who was
wounded during the Heavy Water incident.
Due to my mother’s involvement and
her housing of members of Company Linge,
we, mother and her three children, had to flee
to Sweden at Christmas 1944. My mother
spent the next four months at the Norwegian
office in Stockholm, my sister and I lived in
our own apartment in Uppsala where we attended the Norwegian School in Uppsala.
My 10-year-old brother was sent to a boarding school in northern Sweden and we did
not see him until we traveled home together
after the war.
I wonder how Ms. Berman got to Sweden during the war, who helped her and her
family and did she also attend the Norwegian
school in Uppsala?
Sincerely,
Berit Pittman
Clarenville, Newfoundland, Canada

Dear Berit,
Thank you for your letter. We called on
Irene Berman to make a few comments in response, and they are shared here:
Dear Ms. Pittman,
You may not know that I have written
a book about the experiences of the Norwegian Jews during the Holocaust, the content
of which covers a good deal of material referred to in your letter.
When I am invited to speak to groups
about this topic, I try to convey that there is
a story within all of us to be told to the next
generation and others that may be unfamiliar with some of the information stored in
our memory banks. You have much to share
about your own childhood experiences. Perhaps you should give some thought to either
writing it down or dictate it onto a tape recorder to be shared with others.
However, allow me to provide some information. The particular article that you
refer to, published in the early June issue of
the Norwegian American Weekly was not au-

thored by me, but a professional writer, Karin Arntzen Stahl. The high quality of writing
was a function of her interview with me, as
we are close friends and have spent endless
hours discussing the very topics included.
The main subject of this narrative focused on
the tragic consequences of Gestapo in 1942
ordering the Norwegian police to arrest their
own innocent Jewish neighbors, facilitating
the deportation to Auschwitz and the annihilation of close to 800 Jews, almost 40 percent of the Norwegian Jewish population.
This was the subject of the Norwegian
prime minister’s official apology in January
to the Norwegian Jewish community today.
The article did not at any point refer to failure on the part of non-Jewish Norwegians
attempting to assist Norwegian Jews escape
to neutral Sweden. I have covered this assistance and attempts in detail in my book.
In my extensive research prior to writing the book I interviewed a number of elderly persons trying to understand how some
chose to escape while others were reluctant.
My conclusions were that there were a multitude of reasons, where the primary one is
that no one could ever believe that the world
stood at the brink of the largest disaster ever
imagined in the history of mankind. Many
were limited by communication, (lack of telephone contact, lack of funds to finance the
escape) and after the men had been arrested
in October 1942, many women were afraid to
leave, fearing retributions on their husbands
and sons who initially were incarcerated in
camps in Norway.
My immediate family lived in Stockholm.
I was too young for school and my brother
attended a regular elementary school in our
local neighborhood.
You have mentioned a number of important topics. I hope sincerely that you will
have a chance to read my book, and perhaps
thereafter you and I may have a chance to
discuss other thoughts and issues that may
emerge. Thank you for your interest in disseminating the story of Norway and the Holocaust, and please contact me if you want
futher information. My book can be purchased by Amazon.com, Barnes and Nobles
and even through me directly by contacting
the Norwegian American Weekly.
Sincerely,
Irene Levin Berman

Author of “We are going to Pick Potatoes,”
Norway and the Holocaust, the Untold Story
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Icy cooldown

As the heatwave descends, here are
some recipes to cool you down
The weekend of the Fourth of July holiday ushered in a heat wave that gripped large parts
of the United States and Canada. What better way to stay cool in a heat wave then delicious
frozen desserts? Here we have assembled several Norwegian-style recipes that are sure to
help you and your taste buds escape the heat.

Lingonberry ice cream
Tyttebæriskrem
3-4 green cardamom pods
1 cup heavy cream
1/2 cup buttermilk
1/2 cup Greek yogurt, fage, plain
1/8 teaspoon sea salt
4 ounces light muscovado sugar, packed

1 tablespoon honey
3 egg yolks
1/2 tablespoon grated lemon zest
1/2 tablespoon orange zest
4 ounces well-chilled lingonberry preserve

Remove the seeds from the cardamom pods. Bruise and crush them in a mortar and
pestle or spice grinder. I like them a bit coarse for added texture to knead into the ice cream.
Pan fry them for 1-3 minutes.
In a heavy sauce pan whisk together the cream, buttermilk, yogurt, muscovado sugar,
honey, cardamom seeds, and salt. Bring to a boil, stirring frequently. Take off the heat.
Whisk the egg yolks. Temper with 1/4 cup of the warm cream mix. Slowly whisk the
yolk mix into the rest of cream mix in the pan over low heat, but do not boil. Cover with
parchment paper and cool; then refrigerate for 4 hours or more, until well chilled.
Proceed to follow your ice cream maker directions and process the chilled mix as ice
cream. Add the cold lingonberry jam and citrus zests to the whirling mixer bowl. When
processed, freeze in a container for a few hours for best results before serving. Otherwise
the ice cream will be a bit runny. Dust with optional cocoa or shaved dark chocolate for
garnish if you like.

Photo: Tine.no

A simple serving of vanilla ice cream with your favorite toppings is guaranteed to help you
escape the heat!

The Little Viking

Simple vanilla ice cream with
brown cheese sauce
Iskremsaus med brunost

Sc a ndin avia n GiftS

a touch of Scandinavia in southern California
We have combined our two stores
and moved –
stop in to have a look and say hi!

28465 Old Town Front St. #104
Temecula, CA 92590

(951) 676-6800 | info@thelittleviking.com

Celebrating 50 years of business
Visit our store in Seattle or find us online!

w w w. s c a n s p e c i a l t i e s . c o m
6719 NW 15th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: (206) 784-7020 — Toll free: (877) 784-7020
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping!

For the ice cream:
2 cups half-and-half
1 cup whipping cream
1 cup minus 2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons peach preserves (not jelly)
1 vanilla bean, split and scraped

For the sauce:
About 4 oz brown cheese, or almost half a
block of Ski Queen Gjetost Cheese
1/2 cup whole milk
1 tablespoon corn syrup

Combine all ice cream ingredients (including the bean and its pulp) in a large saucepan
and place over medium heat. Attach a frying or candy thermometer to inside of pan. (see
note below) Stirring occasionally, bring the mixture to 170 degrees F. Remove from heat
and allow to cool slightly. Remove the hull of the vanilla bean, pour mixture into lidded
container and refrigerate mixture overnight to mellow flavors and texture. Freeze mixture
in ice cream freezer according to unit’s instructions. The mixture will not freeze hard in the
machine. Once the volume has increased by 1/2 to 3/4 times, and reached a soft serve consistency, spoon the mixture back into a lidded container and harden in the freezer at least 1
hour before serving. NOTE: If you do not have a thermometer, bring the mixture just barely
to a simmer. As soon as you see a bubble hit the surface, remove it from the heat. Do not let
it boil.
Make the sauce. Slice the brown cheese and melt it in hot milk and corn syrup. Stir
until the sauce is smooth and thickens slightly. Serve the sauce, preferably warm on ice
cream. Garnish with various berries or fruit, chopped almonds or nuts. Add a little caramel
if you want.
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Homeward Weekend
Contributor Larrie Wanberg on the geographic center of North America, Rugby, N.D.

Two photos from the area around Pleasant Lake (above) and David Thompson’s granite “globe” outside of Towner, N.D.

Photos courtesy of Larrie Wanberg, Creative Commons

Larrie Wanberg

Grand Forks, N.D.
There is one place, for sure, that one can
still be in touch with how America was intended to be – the geographic center of North
America at Rugby, North Dakota.
Last weekend, over 400 people attended
an evening of nostalgia on the grounds of the
Prairie Village Museum, a large grassy area
that replicas a “pioneer village” with authentic buildings of churches, one-room school
houses, railway depot with a caboose, and
a string of old storefronts lined up along a
boardwalk.
Large side buildings house volumes of
old vehicles, farm equipment and showcases
of artifacts of frontier life.
This museum of 30 buildings is different. It’s a fun place, an authentic place that
is becoming more dynamic, more inter-generational and more a center of community
activity.
Between two buildings, a summer stage
is constructed under the open sky where
on this night, heritage is being re-lived, the
prairie comes alive with a “jumping” musical comedy by youth, an old fashioned picnic serves long lines of people, a barn dance
is jiving and spirited conversations chatter
along the perimeter of the dance floor by
young and old alike.
As a backdrop to the stage setting, a
church steeple of a museum building on the
left and a school spire on the right frame the
nostalgia and were visible against the skyline. The steeple reminding me as a child
to hear my father preach in Norwegian at a
country church south of Rugby and my being puzzled why men in the congregation
sat in pews on one side and women on the
other side of the aisle during the services, yet
were so sociable over coffee and Norwegian
goodies in the basement after the service.
I’ll swear that at one picnic table I heard
two distinct Norwegian dialects communicating in a single conversation of elderly
pioneers (or maybe it was a familiar memory
of my past). There were grandparents, parents and grandchildren at some tables – a
rare sight in urban areas – and at one table,
a four generational family gathered, including twins in a stroller. Everyone was enjoying the festivities, the music, the dancing and

steady streams of conversation.
What is amazing to me is how some
small rural towns, like Rugby, population
2,876 residents, can sustain its heritage of
a creative, caring community in the face of
rapid social change. Rugby has a community
orchestra, the “Village Arts” theater group,
the “Back Stage” co-op gift store of artisans,
and an old-fashioned drug store counter for
real ice cream sodas with swivel stools at
the counter that make conversation easier to
people on either side.
Within a few-minute drive in any direction, the region becomes landmarks on a historical map. On my drive there (150 miles
West from Grand Forks), I took a side jaunt
seven miles East of Rugby to drive a segment on the old Teddy Roosevelt Highway
(the TR Trail) of Model-T times, which parallels now US Highway 2.
James J. Hill, the railway tycoon who
built the Great Northern Railway, used to
park his private railway coach and diner car
on a siding here in the mid-1880s to hunt in
the woods surrounding Pleasant Lake. The
last active one-room schoolhouse in ND
now resides here because the elderly teacher
“picked up” the schoolhouse on a moving
truck when she retired and moved to her
farmstead by the lake. One of her daughters
telecommutes from a cabin by the lakeshore,
where bird sounds and species are the envy
of birdwatchers.
Rugby has special meaning to me as I
grew up in the area (Towner, pop 533 about
20 miles to the West), where two sisters anchored their career lives as teachers. Today,
one lives with her husband on his family’s
ancestral farm and one now is in extended
care at the Heart of America Medical Center
in Rugby.
Historically, there is a spot near Towner
where David Thompson, famed British mapmaker, camped on Christmas Day in 1797,
on his way to meet the Mandan Indians at the
Missouri River. A large granite ball, five feet
in diameter, memorializes his travels in the
county in 1797-98 while mapping the territory, located not far from the historic Norway
Lutheran Church that was built in 1883 with
homesteader Sondre Norheim, the father of

modern skiing, as a member.
My weekend in Rugby and Towner
brought into relief – like a relief map – all
the milestones of memories with its peaks
and valleys. Today, “Story Mapping” is a
developing method to promote museums
on digital maps. On a smart phone screen,
a click on a map-pin connects tourists to a
short iMovie that tells the story of that place.
Similar technologies can benefit a museum
visitor by visual stories of the contents of a
showcase or create displays that become interactive. Folk museums today can build the

visual story of the community and become
economic engines for heritage tourism.
For me growing up on the prairie, the
over-arching enjoyment on this weekend
was to see and experience the talent and enthusiasm of youth performing to their intergenerational community, guided by creative
and caring citizens. This quality of lifeways
from immigrant times still happens in Rugby under the open sky at a village museum
bustling with Americana at the “Heart of
America.”

A Piece of Norway in Canada

Photo: flickr.com

Scandinavian Community Centre
Burnaby, B.C.

The Scandinavian Community Centre (SCC) is a meeting place for all Scandinavians, local
and visiting, who strive to preserve and promote Nordic culture, community and spirit
within the Greater Vancouver area. The SCC is a non-profit organization that has evolved
into a meeting place for the community at large through the energy and effort of dedicated
volunteers. The above picture from the Centre’s 2012 Midsummer Festival.

Share your favorite piece of Norway in america!
Call (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.com

Subscribe to the Norwegian American Weekly! Only $59 for a year’s
subscription. Call (800) 305-0217 or email at naw@norway.com.
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Photo of the Week

Dinners
Puzzles with Sölvi Dolland

Photo courtesy of Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum

Vikings, folk-art, theatre productions, authors, storytellers, art demonstrations, and more—
Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum will be a center of activity during Decorah’s
46th Annual Nordic Fest, “Return to the Nest for the 46th Fest,” which kicks off with
opening ceremonies on Thursday evening, July 26, and runs through Saturday, July 28.
Vesterheim will have free admission on Thursday and special events all day on Friday and
Saturday, July 27 and 28. The museum’s Open Air Division will come to life with Living
Heritage Demonstrators from Minnesota, Michigan, Indiana, and Wisconsin, including
potter Jasper Bond.

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?
Email naw@norway.com or mail your photo with a caption.

Community Connections

Gratulerer med dagen!
Else Bakke
July 26
Bellingham, Wash.

Dottie Lillestrand
Bloomington MN
Mathilde Rodegard Hollo Vancouver WA
Othilie Hellem
Old Sayerook CT
Konnie Haas
Albert Lea, MN

6. juli

Alph Ronholm
Valley City ND
Ole Hansen
Serman Oaks CA
Sverre Haave
Hanford CA
Malven Arnum
Raleigh NC
Steven Oskar Kongevold Brooklyn NY
7. juli
Lloyd Loven
Dallas TX
B. K. Barney Grinnvoll Harlowton MT
Luke Andrew Samuelsen
Carlisle PA
Peter Hart
Mt. Bethel PA
Lette Grodem
Arthur Nilsen
Gustav A. Nelson
T. Wollen
Egil Larsen
Erik Thorgesen
Signe Overboe

8. juli

Loves Park IL
Miami Beach FL
Ottawa IL
Portland OR
Mountain View CA
Gansevoort NY
The Villages FL
9. juli
Oliver Hawkensen
Eleva WI
Bernardine E. Takalo
Vancouver WA
Mrs Marius Holje
Salt Lake City UT
Lois Aubol Wise
Fountain CO CT
Kathleen Nesseth Lake Forest Park, WA
10. juli

11. juli
John Faugstad
Kiester MN
Alma Bensen
Coeur d’Alene ID
Harald M. Nygaard
Bartlett IL
Edwin Fransen
Astoria OR
Olaf Swanson
Montclair CA
R. D. Jacobsen
Prescott AZ
Bernice C. Jorgensen Minneapolis MN
Marlene J. Strand
Seattle WA
Mary E. Garner
Olympia WA
Oddvin (Ed) Bjorge
Larrabee IA
Karen Olsen
Stockton CA
Mark Roukema Samuelsen Ft. Detrick MD
12. juli
Arne Sund
Edgerton WI
Evelyn R. Stevens
Tacoma WA
Ellinor K. Manning
Willits CA
Sharon Klykken
Camano Island WA
Greg Anderson
Moorhead MN
Joan Onerheim/Onarheim Luseland Sask.,
Canada
Beth Weidemann
Anacortes WA
Sylvia Yarger
Morris MN

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@
norway.com. Birthdays must be submitted at
least one month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us.

Happy 80th birthday to a
very special lady!

Love, Ginni, Jim, Krista,
Kevin, Bobbi and Gordon
Do you have a new
grandchild? Does your loved
one have a milestone birthday
coming up? Has your family
recently celebrated a wedding
or
special
anniversary?
Share your news with the
Norwegian-American
community by printing an
announcement with us for just
$35. For more information,
call us at (800) 305-0217 or
email naw@norway.com.

Puzzle solution
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Just a minute
Encouraging columns by the late Pastor Per W. Larsen, written for Norway
Times and now shared with the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Care for fellowmen

Thorvald “Tom” Ranneklev
1921 – 2012

Thorvald “Tom” Ranneklev, 92, died peacefully June 21, 2012 at his
home in Middle Grove,
N.Y., with his beloved
family by his side.
Born in Grimstad,
Norway, on Nov. 28,
1919, Mr. Ranneklev was in the Norwegian
Army following an education that taught him
skills he would carry the rest of his life.
He emigrated to the U.S. in 1952. Tom
was a union carpenter working for H and B
Carpentry in Merrick, Long Island, N.Y. for
many years.
He married Gunvor Greibrokk in Hornes,
Norway, on June 12, 1943. The couple lived
in Brooklyn and Long Island before moving
upstate to be with his family in 1986. His beloved wife past away several years ago.
Tom was a life member of the Sons of
Norway, where he was past president. He
was active his entire life. Tom was a boater,
avid bowler, vegetable gardener and travelor.

< afghanistan
From page 3

would draw down their forces in Faryab
by the request of the International Security
Force Assistance (ISAF), and would shift
their focus to Kabul and Mazar-e-Sharif. The
Norwegian troops in northern Afghanistan
are scheduled to have closed camp and to
have left Maimana by October of this year.
“This is the last team in Camp Maimana,
and they deserve to receive all the support
they can from home,” said Minister Støre.
“Even though the military contribution will
be gradually be reduced, the considerable
Norwegian civilian engagement in Afghanistan will be maintained.”
Støre’s visit included meetings with
President Karzai, other politicians and Af-

< reopening
From page 3

and down to Youngstorget. The main cleanup
will be completed within the next two weeks,
but they will still be working on replacing
windows in buildings belonging to the Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs and the
so-called G-block building. The government
will decide if the buildings are going to be
renovated or fully or partially torn down next

< rescued
From page 3

(40) from the Philippines. The Kenyan government worked hard to locate of the kidnappers and they were finally found and rescued
by the Somali military, the Norwegian Refugee Council confirmed on July 2. One of the

He enjoyed visiting his homeland on many
occasions.
Survivors include two sons, Nils G.
Ranneklev (Coleen) of W. Melbourne, Fla.,
and David Ranneklev (Ellen) of Kings Park,
Long Island, N.Y.; two daughters, Gerd Ovland of Middle Grove and Barbara Staaleson
(Edward) of Mayfield, N.Y.; grandchildren;
Christin Gravelle, Tom Ovland, Eileen Wiebicke, Gary Staalesen, Robert Staalesen and
Kerry Roth, Laurie Hunter, Jeffrey Ranneklev, Jennifer Harding, Amanda Ranneklev
Jake and Dustin Ranneklev. Brother of Einar
(Anne) Rannekleiv of Shenrock, N.Y.; Eilert
(Anette) Ranneklev of Katonah, N.Y.; and
Olav (Solveig) Raaneklev of Brevard, N.C.;
17 great-grandchildren and several nieces
and nephews.
Memorial contributions may be made
to Community Hospice of Saratoga, 179
Lawrence St. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866.
Online condolences to the Ranneklev family may be made by visiting glenvillefuneralhome.com.

ghan civil society representatives. He also
met with ISAF members, including chief of
the ISAF forces, General John Allen, and
Norwegian troops. During the course of the
year, Norway and Afghanistan will sign a
strategic cooperation agreement that will set
the framework for their bilateral relations.
Priority areas will be good governance, education and rural development.
“Norway will continue to promote good
governance in Afghanistan. It is particularly
important to strengthen the rights of women
and improve their situation. It is encouraging
to see that, just ten years after they were denied schooling under the Taliban, 40 percent
of school children are now girls. But there is
still a long way to go,” said Støre.

“Each of you should look not only to
your own interest, but also to the interests
of others.” (Philippians 2:4)
People with a healthy mental condition
are fond of other people and take time to
be concerned with their needs. They relate
to others with warmth and concern and easily make friends. The group-feeling is so
strong with these individuals and they have
few problems identifying with their fellowmen and with the Christian fellowship. The
life of a hermit does not appeal to them.
Aggressive and hostile people quite
often have been exposed to damaging interrelationships in early years. As a result,
the whole world is looked upon as enemy
territory. They are hard to live with, biting
in their sarcasm, cruel in their humor, and
judgmental in their dealings with others.
Sometimes these attitudes are hidden behind pietistic facades so their aggressive attitudes are presented as Christian firmness.
Hostilities may even be expressed from the

pulpit as a minister said, “I don’t discuss
anything with people I don’t like. They will
get my opinion when I preach.” People with
these attitudes need help.
Healthy individuals are not blind to the
imperfection in human nature. They see the
flaws in themselves and others. They will
also admit that there are certain persons
they don’t particularly like. But they are not
driven by repressed aggressions and do not
give in to unloving attitudes and meanness
in their dealings with others. They believe
in the power of love and strive to overcome
evil with good. They don’t always succeed,
but the intention is there.
Love for others is not primarily based
on emotions, but rather a firm attitude. Our
will is engaged in a decisive resolution to
care about our fellowmen, whoever they
may be. Such an attitude is not only a sign
of mental health, but the deepest in Christian faith.

2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

Featuring great Nordic products
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and more!
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You can’t always avoid a rainy day.
year. This decision will be made this fall.
Eight people were killed and many
people injured when Anders Behring Breivik
detonated a 2,100 pound bomb outside Høyblokka in the governmental quarter on July
22 last year. The bomb damaged several
buildings in the area and six different Ministries and the office of the Prime Minister had
to find temporary locations after the attack.

Protect what matters most.
You can’t protect them from “what if,” but life insurance can help ensure they
won’t need to worry about what comes next. Be sure you are doing enough to
protect what you value most.
Learn more at Thrivent.com/rainyday

kidnappers was shot and killed in the rescue
that took place in Somalia.
“The aid workers are currently on an airplane to Nairobi. They were well taken care
off by the kidnappers and have received both
food and water,” said Elisabeth Rasmusson,
Secretary General of NGC.

Our summer break is coming up!

The Norwegian American Weekly office will be closed
July 13 – August 6 for summer vacation.
No issues will be published July 20, 27, August 3 or 10.

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
27416NAW N5-12
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Voices
from
the
north
Calendar of Events Royal Nordic Opera Singers perform in Seattle
What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Iowa

46th annual Nordic Fest
July 26 – 28
Decorah, Iowa
In 2012, Nordic Fest will celebrate its 46th
anniversary. Since 1967, over 1.5 million
visitors from all over the world have attended our festival. Your whole family will
enjoy delicious food, traditional crafts,
a colorful parade, lively entertainment,
sporting events and our Saturday night fireworks display. For more information, call
(800) 382-FEST or visit nordicfest.com.

Maine

Maine Nordmenn’s Lobsterbake
July 28
Portland, Maine
Sons of Norway Lodge Maine Nordmenn
will not able to host their usual Hummerfest celebration at Bailey’s Island this year,
but the lodge has arranged for a private visit to House Island, just off Portland, Maine,
on Saturday, July 28. The visit of four
hours will include a narrated round trip to
the island from Long Wharf. Once on the
island a tour of the island will be provided
in addition to a full dinner including: Clam
chowder, lobster or chicken breast, corn,
cole slaw and roll, potato chips, iced tea
and hot coffee, and perhaps a bit of aquavit, beer and wine arranged through Chuck!
The cost $60 per person, which includes
tax and tips. For children 11 and under the
cost is $50 for grilled chicken. Children 3
and under are free! Please recognize that
this is one of those functions where you can
simply relax and enjoy – someone else is
doing all the work. For more information,
contact Bob Boylestad at (207) 828-5710
or Rboylestad@aol.com.

Minnesota

Norway Day
July 8
Minneapolis, Minn.
Norwegian National League will be hosting Norway Day in Minnehaha Park for
its 81st year! Join us July 8 at Minnehaha
Park, located at Highway 55 & Minnehaha
Parkway, Minneapolis. Starting at 10 a.m.,
activities include arts and crafts, demonstrations, ethnic and American foods.
Psalmodokin Quartet at 10:30 a.m., followed by the worship Service at 11 a.m.
with Mindekirken’s Pastor Kristin Sundt.
Barnetog (Children’s Parade) at 12:55 p.m.
Join us rain or shine! Free admission. Contact Earl at (612) 861-4793 or evenstad@
mindspring.com.

North Dakota

Tre Lag Stevne
August 1 – 4
Fargo, N.D.
Save the date for the Tre Lag Stevne! A
joint stevne of Trønderlag of America,
Gudbrandsdal and Nord Hedmark og Hedemarken Lags. The stevne will include
genealogy labs and research assistance
with all the resources of our lags: books,
films, maps, family histories. We will also
have seminars on cultural and historical
Norwegian-American topics, traditional
banquet... along with many other enjoyable

activities! The stevne is open to the public, with a registration fee. Walk-in registrations will be accepted if space is available. Advance registrations are required for
tours, banquet and luncheon. Participants
need to make hotel reservations separately by July 12. For details, contact Robert
Fossum at (715) 924-4111 or president@
tronderlag.org or Joy Shong at nhohpres@
gmail.com.

New York

Scandinavian Summer Camp
July 9 – 20
New York City, N.Y.
This summer, kids can explore the rich
worlds of Scandinavian children’s literature
and folklore in this stimulating and imaginative mini-camp at Scandinavia House in
New York City led by Malin Tybahl. Held
three hours a day, Monday through Friday,
for two weeks, the mini-camp encourages
an open mind to exploration, creativity, and
cultural immersion through drama games,
arts and crafts, and language learning.
Some aspects of Scandinavian languages
will be taught. The camp will end with a
presentation by the participants, sharing
what they have been working on over the
course of the two weeks. Admission: $840 /
child ($780 for ASF Members). To register,
please call 212.847.9740 or email event_
reservations@amscan.org.

PENNSYLVANIA

Youth Camp at Land of the Vikings
July 1 – 7 and July 8 – 14
Sherman, Pa.
Join us for an active Sons of Norway cultural camp program for kids! Held at the
beloved Land of the Vikings recreation
center in Sherman, Pa., campers will attend
morning classes for Norwegian language,
rosemaling, wood working, hardanger and
other skills. During the afternoon the campers can swim, hike, participate in a variety
of athletic activities, do crafts, cook and
learn about our Viking heritage to name a
few of the activities. Contact Youth Director Evelyn Karpack at (973) 627-5634 or
farmorkar@verizon.net.

Wisconsin

Seven Lag Stevne: Norwegian Christmas in July
July 18 – 21
Oconomowoc, Wis.
The most poignant memories of our
childhood usually involve the Christmas
Holidays, and the Norwegian Christmas
traditions are especially rich. We will be
meeting to celebrate those family traditions
as a part of our 2012 Seven Lag Stevne.
The lags that participate in the Seven Lag
Stevne include: Toten Lag. Hadeland Lag

Landingslaget, Numedalslågen Lag,
Ringerike-Drammen Districts Lag,
Sigdalslag and Telelaget. For more information, visit www.7lagstevne.com or
call Narvel Somdahl at (952)-831-4409.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Melinda Bargreen
Everett, Wash.

Three Danes, an Icelander, and a Swede
can make beautiful music together – as Seattle audiences discovered when the Royal
Nordic Opera Singers came to the Nordic
Heritage Museum on their concert tour.
The four singers and their pianist (who also
doubled on guitar and as an extra singer in
an ensemble) chose a program of opera arias
and scenes, traditional Nordic songs, tunes
from American musicals, and even an ABBA
encore.
In many ways, it was a most unusual
performance. Though the singers wore formal concert attire, the ambience was cozy
and informal with a lot of repartee and jokes,
and the occasional minor gaffe or two. Yet it
was almost overwhelming to be only a few
feet away from the high-powered opera singers in a modest-sized room, while these same
singers can fill a 3,000-seat concert hall with
ringing sound.
And ringing it was, especially when the
Icelandic tenor and master of ceremonies,
Magnus Gislason, sang the famous Puccini
aria “Nessun dorma” (from the opera “Turandot”). This was the real thing: a voice of
great power and impact, fully up to the heroic requirements of the aria.
The quartet of singers made their entrance in the Act I “Libiamo” scene of Verdi’s “La Traviata,” with Knud Rasmussen at
the piano. More opera was to follow, with an
adroitly comic ensemble from Strauss’ “Die
Fledermaus” (also featuring Gislason’s wife,
Danish soprano Randi Gislason, and the
Swedish soprano Cecilia Lindwall). Danish
baritone Hans Lawaetz joined Lindwall for
the seductive “La ci darem la mano” duet
from Mozart’s “Don Giovanni.”
Not every aria was an ideal fit with every given singer; Randi Gislason, for example, gave a warmly lovely account of Grieg’s
“Jeg elsker dig,” and charmed the crowd
with “Meine Lippen, sie küssen so heiss”

< malice
From page 1

en mystery series: “Malice.”
Robert Wangard has done it again in this
crime thriller featuring Norwegian-American Pete Thorsen. An ex-private investigator
who has seen more than his fair share of violence, Thorsen decides to stay far away from
the recent brutal murder that has shocked his
small community in rural Michigan.
But even as Thorsen tries to escape to a
world of Viking longboats while he works on
an article on the topic, he is confronted with
the repercussions of the murder. Against his
better judgment Pete agrees to help the dead
man’s widow sort out her late husband’s financial affairs, and he soon is confronted
with details from the very investigation he
wants so badly to stay out of.
Things spiral out of control fast as Pete
and his loyal friend Harry McTigue begin to
uncover a scandal of dirty money, crooked
real estate developers, and personal betrayals. When Pete’s beloved lakeside cottage
is set aflame and his stepdaughter Julie is
stalked one night on her college campus, the
hardy Norwegian-American realizes something must be done.

(from Lehar’s operetta “Giuditta”), but was
slightly overtaxed by arias rising to a high
B-flat or a high C.
Lindwall’s lyric soprano proved admirably suited to arias such as Dvorak’s “Song to
the Moon” (from the opera “Rusalka”), and
the eloquent simplicity of Grieg’s “Solveig’s
Song” (from “Peer Gynt”). These were beautifully detailed performances.
Lawaetz, the baritone, shrugged off
some initial hoarseness and sang with a
smooth, more understated ease. At the piano,
Rasmussen proved both supportive and extremely versatile.
Magnus Gislason brought an informal,
often humorous commentary to the stage,
introducing the performers and their selections (there were no printed programs). He
had earlier been a mainstay of the company’s
2008 appearance in Seattle in another configuration as the Royal Nordic Tenors. This
group, touring since 1997, has performed
throughout Europe and as far afield as China
and Dubai.
One of Gislason’s memorable anecdotes
involved a command performance for Denmark’s Queen Margrethe II, an event fraught
with difficulties (from problems with navigation to a missing pair of trousers).
At several points in the Seattle performance, the singers asked the audience to
join in the music, and a few did – though the
choice of repertoire didn’t always make that
easy (these days, only diehard ABBA fans
can recall all the words to “Thank You For
the Music,” which was released nearly 30
years ago).
The program’s finale was a Gershwin
medley, a succession of great tunes presented with energy and obvious affection. After
the program, the affable quintet met the audience at a buffet reception... complete, of
course, with pickled herring.

Wangard’s latest thriller is a harrowing
ride with intriguing plot twists and memorable characters, and is also colored by main
character Pete Thorsen’s love of his Norwegian heritage. When he mixes up a drink
to combat the stress of the investigation,
he uses nothing other than Thor’s Hammer
vodka. Going for a relaxing swim in the lake
outside his cottage, he recites the names of
Viking kings to help calm his nerves. Wangard does an admirable job of bringing out
Thorsen’s love of his heritage in subtle yet
memorable ways.
Wangard splits his time between a Chicago suburb and northern Michigan. He’s a
member of Sons of Norway (Skjold Lodge,
Palatine, Ill.) and writers’ organizations including Mystery Writers of American and
the Short Mystery Fiction Society. As has
been the case with his last two books, Norwegian-American readers especially will
love “Malice,” and will find Pete Thorsen
and his world both believable and relatable.
Readers can find “Malice” and Wangard’s other books in their favorite bookstores or online at amazon.com and bn.com.
All of Wangard’s books are available as
eBooks. Pick up “Malice” for a thrilling
summer read.
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A dream come true Spirit of fraternity
Pianist Leif Ove
Andsnes visits the
Norwegian Christian
Home and Health
Center in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Report from Sons of Norway District 2 convention

Donald V. Mehus
New York City, N.Y.

The celebrated Norwegian classical
pianist, Leif Ove Andsnes, has added yet another feather to his cap of wide-ranging cultural accomplishments. This spring Leif was
invited to inaugurate the new concert grand
piano at the Norwegian Christian Home and
Health Center in Brooklyn, N.Y.
The splendid program offered works of
two of the greatest composers. First came
four contrasting lyrical Chopin waltzes,
forming something of a single, four-movement composition. The waltzes were followed by Beethoven's mighty work, the
Waldstein Sonata.

Photo: Felix Broede

World-renowned pianist Leif Ove Andsnes.

acteristic of the laudatory comments that he
has received is this from a prominent New
York Times critic: “A pianist of magisterial
elegance, power, and might.”

Lyricism and power
The performance artfully combined the
enchanting lyricism of Chopin's music with
the stirring power of the Beethoven's Waldstein. All of this music calls not only for
great skill on the part of the pianist but also
requires for its full potential a really fine instrument.
The music, moving from largo to allegro, from the softest pianissimo to the most
vigorous fortissimo, from the sweetly gentle
to the boldly heroic – all of these qualities
clearly displayed the wide scope of sound
that could be brought forth from this master
piano. On all counts, both Leif Ove Andsnes
and the new piano came through with flying
colors. The enthusiastic audience of 200 responded with warm, appreciative applause.

Genial hospitality
Following the musical soiree and the interview, we were all invited to partake of a
good old-fashioned Norwegian social hour.
Delicious sandwiches and pastries and, of
course, lots of steaming coffee were served.
All in all, the whole evening reflected the
warm and genial hospitality one associates
with the Norwegian Christian Home and
Health Center.
The evening began with welcoming
remarks from Arne Abrahamsen, Pastor at
the NCHHC, who introduced our guest artist. Following the musical program, George
A. Jensen, Chairman of the Board, and Earnest Ragin, Executive Director, extended to
Andsnes on the part of all of us our heartfelt
gratitude.

A gift and an interview
This new instrument, a recently developed model of the Japanese-made Kawai piano, “designed especially for professionals,”
was the generous gift of Walter Johnson,
who celebrated his birthday that very day.
Imagine how elated Mr. Johnson, a longtime friend and supporter of “The Home,”
must have been when our distinguished soloist played “Happy Birthday” for him, with
the audience of 200 voices joining in!
Following the musical part of the evening came an engaging interview with Leif,
conducted by the well-known cultural figure
in New York’s Norwegian-American community, Rolf Kristian Stang. Among the most
interesting and significant questions (one that
one might well want to ask of any important
artist) was this: “Can you say at what point
during your musical studies you thought that
you might actually make it as a professional
concert pianist?”
As a matter of fact, Andsnes replied, he
had often thought about this very thing. It
was at about the age of 14, he said, after he
had studied the piano for many, many years,
ever since early childhood that he began to
realize that he might eventually have a career
as a professional pianist. The rest is history!

A dream come true
For a long time, the dream of many persons closely involved with the NCHHC was
to have Leif Ove Andsnes come and perform
at the Home. Family and professional connections reaching from Brooklyn to Bergen
and Haugesund were tapped. NCHHC Committee members – including Joyce Abrahamsen, George Jensen, Carolyn Ramstad,
Arlene Bakke Rutuelo, and Rolf Stang –
worked hard behind the scenes to make such
an exceptional event come about.
At last the good news came, and finally
this spring, onto the stage of the Norwegian
Christian Home and Health Center walked
our illustrious guest, Leif Ove Andsnes.
Greeted with warm applause, the Norwegian
pianist thereupon presented what proved to
be a sterling and most memorable artistic
event.

High acclaim
For some 20 years Andsnes has performed to high critical acclaim in many of
the great concert halls of the world. Char-

Donald V. Mehus, a Norwegian-American
from Minnesota, whose ancestral home is Hol
in Hallingdal, has spent some years studying,
teaching, and writing in Norway. While in
Norway, he began writing articles on classical music and other cultural subjects. His work
subsequently appeared in a range of leading publications on both sides of the Atlantic.
A notable highlight was a personal interview
that Mehus had with the legendary Norwegian
soprano, Kirsten Flagstad. His article on the
subject appeared in major papers of Berlin, Vienna, London, New York, San Francisco, and
elsewhere.

Photo: Thomas Heavey

International Sons of Norway Treasurer Bill Fosmoe faces trial by the women of the Viking Village.

Thomas Heavey, Sr.
Tacoma, Wash.

Meeting in Tacoma, Wash., for the first the Sons of Norway CEO, Eivind Heiberg,
time 28 years, delegates to the biennial Con- spent all three days with the delegates. CEO
vention of District 2 of the Sons of Norway Heiberg brought good news for the future of
celebrated Nordic culture, learned more the organization when he shared that, conabout their rich heritage and made some trary to the trend seen by many fraternal orhard decisions. Hosted by Tacoma’s Norden ganizations, over the past year the average
Lodge #2, more than 200 Sons of Norway age of insurance members of the Sons of
members from Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Norway has lowered. President Rude shared
and Alaska, gathered for three days filled information with the delegates regarding
with business, information sharing and fra- future discussions the organization needs
ternalism. A few attendees took some time to have regarding the governance structure
out from the busy convention schedule to see of the Sons of Norway. Regulators at the
Tacoma’s famed Museum of Glass. Watch- federal and state level are increasing their
ing artists work in the Museum Hot Shop oversight of organizations such as the Sons
these fortunate Sons of Norway members of Norway and how they are governed. Achad a chance meeting with none other than cording to Rude: “Based on what we see
the internationally renowned glass artist, and with other fraternal benefit societies and the
Tacoma native, Dale Chihuly.
direction government regulators are taking,
Convention delegates gave strong sup- a change in governance seems inevitable.”
port for their District recreation facility, He made the point that the Sons of Norway
Trollhaugen Lodge. This year-round lodge needs to get out front and be ready to make
located off I-90, just east of the Snoqualmie changes proactively, rather than sit back and
Summit, is operated for the enjoyment of wait for law-makers and regulators to force
Sons of Norway members and their guests. a change.
Built by District 2 members in 1979, the 56
Convention delegates elected Mark
bed facility received a vote of confidence Agerter of Eugene, Ore., as the new District
from the 2012 convention when they passed President. Agerter succeeds Waldo Bueing
a one dollar per year dues increase to support of Edmonds, Wash., who stepped down after
the operation of the Lodge.
two terms. Other new officers include Vice
International President Dan Rude
and
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Storm of war

Memories of living in Norway during World War II
Many readers of the Norwegian American Weekly lived in Norway during World War II.
In remembering the anniversaries of the Nazi invasion and occupation (April 9, 1940) and the
liberation (May 8, 1945), we have published short pieces submitted by our readers this spring.

Looking back on the war years is like
seeing another world. To be invaded, to
have the enemy take over your country, to
lose your freedom and be subjected to the
cruelties of the Gestapo for five years – it
was a long nightmare. In a way, I’m glad
I was just a little girl when the war started
so I didn’t know about everything that was
going on.
My family lived in Bergen. My father,
Asbjørn Grini, was a seaman, and when
Norway became occupied, the ship was
on its way home, but had to return to England. We didn’t see him again until 1945.
He sailed in convoys, and a large number
of the ships were torpedoed. In all, 3,638
seamen lost their lives, and we were very
lucky to have our father back safely.

gian flags were flying all over, radios playing in windows, despite the fact that if you
didn’t turn in your radio in 1941 you could
get shot.
The wonderful thing was that the war
ended without the dreaded “invasion.” No
fighting or killing in the streets. The Germans capitulated.
An English warship, the Norfolk, was
in town. The children of the seamen were
invited on board for food and games. The
sailors gave us “rides” on the cannons and
we could look through the radar lenses.
They fed us huge slices of white bread,
hot chocolate, canned fruit – the best I had
ever tasted. Years later I had it again, and it
was pineapple. Unfortunately, all that food
gave me the most awful stomach cramps. I

Photos: Sølvi Dolland

Left: Sølvi’s father Asbjørn Grini was a Norwegian seamen who
couldn’t return to Norway until after the war ended in 1945. Above: Sølvi
(second from left) and her friends dressed in bunads in the first 17th of May
after the war ended.

The last winter of the war, we lived
in a small, old farmhouse in the country in
Valestrand. It was my mother, my brother
Hans, my younger sister Mary and me. We
had experienced bombings, a horrific explosion in the harbor, acute food shortages,
school closings (so many teachers were arrested) so in a way, we were fortunate to
live in the country. The two bachelor farmers were very kind to us, and although they
had their own house full of relatives from
Bergen, they always had milk for us.
It was May 8, 1945, when we spotted
our cousin Svein (who also stayed at Valestrand) among the trees and road heading
our way. He was running and carrying a
Norwegian flag, and we knew the war was
over!
All of Valestrand’s residents gathered
down by the quay. The band was playing,
and there were Norwegians flags everywhere. We all marched over the mountain
to the church in Hamre. While walking,
it hit me suddenly that the war was really over. Dad would come home and in a
week we would have all kinds of food and
chocolate!
Well, it took a lot longer than that.
Food was rationed for a long time, but we
didn’t have to send food to Germany or
feed the soldiers any longer.
After a few days, we moved back to
Bergen. It was such a different Bergen
than it was during the war: people were
smiling and laughing everywhere. Norwe-

was on the floor holding my stomach while
all the children around me were laughing
and running!
One day when I came home from
playing outside, my father was there! I
hadn’t seen him in five years, but I knew
it was him. We had crusty rolls of white
bread with something tasty on them – how
did Mother manage that? He brought sharp
looking dresses for my mother, as well as
my sister and me. He brought real coffee
and yes, chocolate. My brother grew a lot
over five years, so the clothes he received
didn’t fit. We visited my father’s side of
the family, and everyone was happy and
smiling.
Our parents had their second honeymoon. Mary was sent to camp, Hans vitisted our aunt in Oslo, and I was the lucky
one – I got to go to Sweden! It was arranged
by the Red Cross for undernourished children whose fathers were gone during the
war. I ended up with a very nice, childless couple, Vera and Victor Varg. I had a
wonderful time swimming and learning to
ride Vera’s bike. I turned 10 years old that
summer, and it was hard saying goodbye
to them.
When I came home someone said,
“She’ll never travel that far again.” And I
thought, “Oh, yes, I will!”
Sølvi Grini Dolland
Fraser, Mich.

Photo: Heidi Håvan Grosch

Norway’s challenging landscape makes it difficult to maintain a working, profitable farm.

< farming
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Norway has prospered, but we also have one
of the best coastlines for boat traffic thanks
to all the inlets, islands and fjords. The Gulf
Stream gives us ice-free waters and our landscape makes the production of hydroelectric
power possible. Forests dot our landscape
making logging a huge industry, and mining
gives us even more income.
But what about the farmers?
When you think of Norway you don’t
picture oil rigs, mines or lumber trucks. You
imagine picturesque small farms with red
barns dotting the landscape, perhaps with a
cow or two grazing by the side of the road.
The frightening thing is that soon that image
may be a thing of the past.
As has happened in the Midwestern
United States, many small family farms are
disappearing because farmers can’t make a
living. My sister-in-law, who took over the
family pig farm a number of years ago, was
getting paid the same price per kilo for pigs
that her father did in the 1980s. All other
costs had gone up considerably, and she just
couldn’t make enough to survive. She may
have been born to farm, but that is no longer
possible.
I ran into professor of agricultural economics, Normann Aanesland, in the security
line at the Storting in Oslo a few months ago
and we started chatting about the state of the
Norwegian farmer. In the 1970s Aanesland
ruffled a few feathers with his ideas about
giving subsidies to agricultural areas that
were struggling in an attempt to increase
employment, an idea that is better accepted
today, and when I met him he was on his way
to educate our elected officials.
Aanesland feels that Norwegian agriculture should be subsidized if for no other
reason than to preserve this iconic image of
Norwegian culture. “Not to mention all the
little towns that are dependent on the income of farmers…restaurants, schools and
stores… all dependent on the income of the
surrounding community.” It is not simply a
matter of one farmer going belly up. When a
farmer quits, he or she needs another job, but
the income the farmers produced fueled the
local economy and so soon there are fewer
and fewer jobs to be found. People are forced
to move on, the population diminishes, and
the local economy suffers even more. We
have seen this happen time and time again in
small-town America and there is a great fear
that it is happening in Norway as well.”
It gets even more complicated with all
the inheritance and residency laws in Norway that I don’t quite comprehend, but as I
understand it if you inherit a farm you have
to live on it, and if you don’t you have to get
special permission not to. Smaller farms may
be exempt from some of the residency rules

as regulations are in part determined by the
amount of land you own. Farmland is to be
farmed.
But still, many farmhouses are not lived
in. I read recently that 34,510 agricultural
properties (or more) stand vacant in Norway, and 45 percent of the owners say there
is no question of selling the properties, regardless of the selling price. According to
Aanesland that is due to the deeply ingrained
Norwegian tradition of inheritance. “It’s
about emotions,” he says, “and tradition still
reigns supreme.” This is their family home,
and they will do what they can to keep it,
even if it is run down. Some use the farms for
holiday properties but many stand empty. “If
Norway removed the residence requirements
and price controls in place today,” comments
Aanesland, “more people would maintain
these small farms in Norway.”
There is also a lot of discussion, especially in rural areas, about the quality of
Norwegian food and the availability of locally grown products. During World War II
Norway was largely self-sufficient when it
came to food, but people were also willing
to pay for it. Today we demand a wider variety of choices year round and want food as
cheaply as possible. That means importing
from countries with a lower cost of living,
and Norwegian farmers don’t stand a chance.
So what does that mean in the future? Is it
wise to be so dependent on other countries,
especially when we have the resources we
need literally in our own soil?
“We would be better off if the farms were
in use and not abandoned,” says Aanesland.
“That would safeguard both Norwegian
food production and improve the landscape.
When I’m on my farm, I see a maximum of
one person. Imagine, it could have been so
different.”
Do you have thoughts about the state of
farming in Norway? If so, please send them
to me at heidigrosch@yahoo.com and put
FARMING in the subject line.
Heidi Håvan Grosch moved to a Christmas tree farm in the heart of Norway in Sparbu
five years ago to marry her husband Morten.
She says, “Our small piece of land originally
had homes for three or four different families
working for the bigger farm down the hill. The
property is too steep for most crops to grow,
but my husband’s grandparents raised what
they needed to survive, selling eggs and raising
their Christmas pig. Today my husband and I
are fortunate to have other jobs, but want to
get back to the land as much as possible. We
grow potatoes and pumpkins for our own use,
and are hoping in the near future to give children and their parents / grandparents the opportunity to come and experience some of the
old traditions for themselves, including cutting
their own tree for Christmas.”
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Sports

Love of the game
Norwegian Football Federation continues its
support of grassroots soccer programs in Zambia

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
res u lts
6/29

Sogndal

1–3

Fredrikstad

6/30

Brann

2–1

Stabæk

6/30

Haugesund

1–1

Tromsø

6/30

Lillestrøm

1–3

Sandnes Ulf

6/30

Strømsgodset 4 – 0

Hønefoss

6/30

Molde

3–1

Odd Grenland

6/30

Viking

1–4

Rosenborg

7/2

Vålerenga

0–0

Ålesund

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com

S tand i n g s
Tippeligaen		PLD

1. Strømsgodset IF
2. Molde FK		
3. FK Haugesund		
4. Rosenborg BK		
5. Tromsø IL		
6. Hønefoss BK		
7. Sandnes Ulf		
8. SK Brann
9. Ålesunds FK		
10. Vålerenga Fotball
11. Sogndal IL Fotball
12. Viking FK		
13. Odd Grenland
14. Fredrikstad FK
15. Lillestrøm SK
16. Stabæk Fotball

13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
12
13
13
12
13
13
13

PTS

29
28
24
22
22
18
17
16
16
15
14
14
13
12
11
7

Photo: Kongsberg

The Norwegian Football Federation supports grassroots soccer programs in Zambia.

Special Release

Norwegian Football Federation (NFF)
instructor Morten Engeberetsen says the organization will continue sponsoring grassroots football.
Speaking during the NFF Instructors
course at Chipata SOS Children’s Village in
Zambia, Engeberetsen said his organization
attached great importance to sports because
of the important role it plays in the shaping
of children’s future and sharing in the development of their communities.
The instructor, who was also representing SOS Norway Children’s Village, said
sport kept children active and occupied.
And Chipata District education board
Secretary Kezias Lungu commended the
NFF for complementing Government’s efforts in providing social amenities to the
community.
He expressed happiness that the training
offered special attention to people with special needs as well as HIV / AIDS adding that
the inclusion of HIV / AIDS in the awareness
training through the “Kicking AIDS Out”
program was a positive way of creating the
much needed awareness among youth and
children.

< cycling
From page 1

to place him on the podium and bring him
the white jersey for best young rider. But it
wasn’t enough and the Sky rider placed only
fifth overall and second in the young rider
competition.
Boasson Hagen took the lead with his
ride, but was soon topped by Sylvain Chavanel (Omega Pharma-QuickStep). His
dream of the white jersey disappeared when
Tejay van Garderen (BMC) came in one second faster than him.
“I am very pleased. It was a bit sour
when the white jersey went up in smoke there
at the end, but it was a good start,” Boasson
Hagen told procycling.no.
With no time bonuses in this year’s race,
he didn’t think he would be able to overtake
Van Garderen at the finish in Seraing in Sunday’s first stage. “If he falls off and there are
no crashes, it may be a possibility.”
The finale in Seraing is expected to be
too difficult for the “classic” sprinters, but
just right for riders such as Boasson Hagen,

“I wish to commend the organizers of
the program, most especially the Norwegian
Football Federation and SOS Children’s Villages, for complementing government’s efforts. I am greatly humbled by this gesture,”
he said.
Lungu appealed to the graduates to use
the knowledge and skills acquired from the
course to improve their communities saying
the knowledge and skills acquired would be
useless if not put into practice and shared
with the communities from which participants came from.
The Norwegian Football Federation in
association with SOS Children’s Villages
heldan instructors’ program and Children’s
Football School Course at Chipata SOS
Children’s Village June 25 – 29. During the
course, participants who were drawn from
within Chipata were trained in club leadership, refereeing, coaching dissemination
information on HIV/AIDS using Sports
and management better known as “Kicking
AIDS Out.” The course had about 200 children trained, 53 of whom were those of special needs.

Philippe Gilbert and Peter Sagan. Team principal Dave Brailsford said that the team will
ride for the young Norwegian if he is there
at the end.
“Edvald has shown that he has a fantastic finish, and especially when the final is
hard. There are no hard edges here, and then
there is no reason why Edvald should not be
there.”
Boasson Hagen said only, “I think I can
get the chance and I will grab it.”
Both Boasson Hagen and teammate
Christopher Froome rode the race under a
“handicap,” which they didn’t discover until
afterwards – they wore each other’s starting
numbers.
“I will not say it was my fault,” Boasson
Hagen said. The riders’ names are printed on
the numbers they attached to their jerseys,
and when he saw his name on that number,
“I figured it was okay. It’s not my fault if the
race organizers made a mistake.”
And he put it all in perspective by saying, “As long as I’m allowed to finish the
Tour de France, I don’t care what kind of
numbers I have on my back.”

Photos: Thomas Heavey

Left: Tacoma’s Normanna hall was bedecked for the Convention banquet. Right: A lone Viking awaits
outside convention hall.
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President Elaine Grasdock of Bellingham,
Treasurer Phil Swenson of Poulsbo, and
Cultural Director Sally Norheim Dwyer of
Petersburg, Alaska.
Among the many entertainment opportunities of the convention, was the Viking
Fest gala dinner at Tacoma’s Normanna
Hall. Over 200 guests enjoyed a sumptuous

banquet, hoisting a “Skål” with authentic
drinking horns, and having their “Cruise
Ship” pictures taken on the stern of a Viking
long-boat. The co-chairs of the Convention
planning committee, Quinn and Erick Balstad, received many rounds of praise from
convention delegates for the outstanding arrangements and schedule of the convention.
Learn more: www.sonsofnorway2.com.

Our summer break is coming up!
The Weekly office will be closed
July 13 – August 6.
No issues will be published July 20, 27, August 3 or 10.
Regular printing will resume with the August 17 issue.
God Sommer! Happy Summer!
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Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com
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