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Heritage

Trave l

The first Norwayinspired Disney flick

Det er en egen del av vennskapet å
kunne høre på det samme om igjen
med samme glede.

Read more on page 9

– Gunnar Larsen

Lutefisk
pilgrims
Read more on page 14
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News in brief
Transportation

Foreign registered trucks cause
serious problems on Norwegian
roads in the wintertime. On Nov.
21, in Nordland alone, ten trucks
were blocking a number of roads
in the county. The main reasons
for this are poor tires and a lack
of chains, and little experience
with driving on slippery roads.
The police say these trucks are a
serious threat to traffic safety on
Norwegian roads.
(Norway Post)

Foreign Affairs

Following the report of massive
U.S. monitoring of Norwegian
mobile phones, the head of the
Defence Intelligence Service,
Lt. Gen Kjell Grandhagen called
a press conference to refute
the allegations. Grandhagen
said the report was due to a
misunderstanding. The numbers
in the report by newspaper
Dagbladet did not refer to U.S.
monitoring in Norway, but of
monitoring of mobile phones by
Norwegian intelligence services
in Afghanistan and other conflict
areas abroad. Grandhagen said
such monitoring was important in
order to protect Norwegian troops
deployed in these conflict areas,
and that the Norwegian military
intelligence service shares this
information with partners abroad,
including the NSA. Grandhagen
said he was not aware of any
illegal monitoring by the U.S. in
Norway.
(Norway Post)
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Norway has a winner!

Magnus Carlsen
wins the
World Chess
Championship
to international
acclaim
Kelsey Larson

Managing Editor
“Our first post-modern chess
champion,” raves Business Insider.
“Beauty and brains,” the
Washington Post gushes, while
TIME goes as far as “The superstar
and the sex symbol.” The Guardian says, “Magnus Carlsen made
chess look sexy – now he’s world
champion.”

See > winner, page 6

Anand (left) and Carlsen face off during Round 7 of the series tournament in Chennai, India.

Photo: Anastasiya Karlovich

Telling her story Fred Kavli dies

A granddaughter’s quest to tell the stories of
Norwegian women during WWII

Founder and
chairman of the Kavli
Foundation passes
Special Release

The Kavli Foundation
Fred Kavli, founder and chairman of The Kavli Foundation,
passed away peacefully on Thursday, November 21, in his home in

See > kavli, page 7

Photo: The Kavli Foundation
Fred Kavli: 1927 – 2013.

Molde wins Cup
Photo courtesy of Amber E. Larson
The author’s grandparents on their honeymoon.

Norway Post

Amber Elizabeth Larson
Minneapolis, Minn.

I always knew I wanted to
write my grandfather’s story – a
member of the Norwegian resistance movement during WWII,
he was captured, imprisoned and
tortured by the Germans. When he

Molde defeats
Rosenborg

was released on the strict condition he was not to engage in covert
activities any longer, he boarded a
bus and went straight to a friend’s

Molde and coach Ole Gunnar
Solskjær won the National Football Cup 2013 when they defeated
Trondheim club Rosenborg 4 – 2 in
the final game on Nov. 24.

See > story, page 13

See > Molde, page 15

Photo: NRK
The winners are welcomed home.
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Nyheter
132 misfornøyde passasjerer kan gi Norwegian millionregning

Transportklagenemnda skal behandle en
rekke passasjerklager mot Norwegian, og
det er knyttet stor spenning til utfallet. Passasjerene krever EUs standard kompensasjon på 600 euro (rundt 4800 kroner) som
slår inn ved forsinkelse på over tre timer,
med mindre flyselskapet kan bevise at forsinkelsen skyldes forhold det ikke kan lastes
for. Blir Norwegian tillagt erstatningsansvar, kan det bli en kostbar affære fordi en
avgjørelse i nemnda kan skape presedens.
En Dreamliner har totalt plass til 291 passasjerer om bord, og skulle alle kreve erstatning, og få det, vil dette utgjøre 1,4 millioner
kroner. Minst fem av flygingene til og fra
Oslo har vært mer enn fire timer forsinket
viser en opptelling VG gjorde i begynnelsen
av oktober.
(VG)

Betalte 32.000 for gammel vin

Kan én enkelt flaske vin være verd 32.000
kroner? Det syntes en kjøper under den første
norske vinauksjonen i Norge mandag kveld.
Lokalet hos auksjonsfirmaet Blomqvist
var godt besøkt av interesserte vinelskere
da auksjonen startet ved 18-tiden. Mange
hundre flasker fra private samlinger skulle
under hammeren, og blant dem var det flere
godbiter. Kveldens trolig dyreste flaske var
en fransk rødvin fra Bordeaux som gikk for
32.000 kroner. Vinen fra Château Pétrus fra
1950 beskrives som et gullkorn. – En av de
mest ettertraktede og dyreste vinene du får,
og 1950 er en veldig årgang for den vinen
og ekstremt vanskelig å få tak i for det ble
laget lite av den. Det er et av gullkornene
i auksjonen, sier vinimportør Christopher
Moestue sier til NRK. Moestue sier auksjonen er interessant, og den har vært preget
av mange gode kjøp. Men han legger til at
mange av flaskene trolig kunne ha oppnådd
høyere priser i utlandet. – Dette er en test
på hva det norske markedet er interessert i,
jeg tror ikke det er så mange internasjonale
kjøpere her, sier Moestue.
(VG)

Kongelig dansk glans over norsk jubileum

Det danske regentparet skal være med på 17.
mai-feiringen på Eidsvoll neste år for å kaste
glans over grunnlovsjubileet. Det opplyser
stortingspresident Olemic Thommessen til
NTB. Thommessen var mandag i København der han blant annet var i Folketinget
for å presentere programmet for den danske
feiringen av det norske grunnlovsjubileet.
17. mai 2014 er det 200 år siden Grunnloven ble vedtatt av riksforsamlingen på
Eidsvoll. Ikke bare blir det kongelig dansk
besøk 17. mai. To dager tidligere skal det
danske Folketingets formand, Mogens Lykketoft, tale på et jubileumsmøte i Stortinget.
Det skal også skje ting i København for å
markere det norske jubileet. – Danskene
legger opp til et betydelig program. Det blir
blant annet en stor festforestilling i operaen med både norske og danske kongelige
til stede. Det kommer til å bli et bredt anlagt flåtebesøk, og på 17. mai holder sjømannskirken i København festgudstjeneste i
Holmens kirke etterfulgt av 17. mai-tog, sier
Thommessen. På programmet i Danmark
står blant annet også en Christian Krohgutstilling, Holberg-seminar og utstillingen
«Spillet om Danmark og Norge». Utstillingen lages i samarbeid mellom Det Nationalhistoriske Museum i Danmark og Norsk
Folkemuseum. Den skal vises på Folkemuseet i første halvår neste år, før den flytter til
Danmark i september.
(VG)

Nyheter fra Norge
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Monument til Pelle-gruppa i Oslo
H.K.H. Kronprinsregenten
til stede da
motstandsfolkene i Pellegruppa fikk sitt monument
på Aker brygge
Kongehuset
Ragnar “Pelle” Sollie ledet Pelle-gruppa. Med hovedkvarter i en hytte på Krokskogen, sto de bak denne og 15 andre sabotasjeaksjoner mellom august 1944 og januar
1945. Det hele ble finansiert ved å rane Oslo
Sporveiers lønningskontor. Flere av gruppens medlemmer ble arrestert og henrettet i
februar-mars 1945.
De to gjenlevende medlemmene av
Pelle-gruppa, Sverre Kokkin og Reidar Formo, var til stede under arrangementet i dag.
Det var også omlag 800 etterkommere og
familie av gruppens medlemmer.
Det meste av arrangementet fant sted
inne i Rådhushallen, der Oslos ordfører Fabian Stang og statssekretær Øystein Bø fra
Forsvarsdepartementet talte. Ole B. Fausa
fra Samlerhuset talte på vegne av Samlerhuset. De har finansiert både dette monumentet
og statuen av Max Manus, som er plassert på
Akershus festning.
Forsvarets stabsmusikk ga tonefølge
til arrangementet, der det også ble delt ut
minnemedaljer.
Pelle-gruppa selv kom til orde gjennom
Sverre Kokkin, som var medlem av Pellegruppa og lenge har arbeidet for at innsatsen

Lang ventetid
Til tross for stadig mer
ekstremvær, så kan det ta
25 år før de mest utsatte
kommunene her i landet
får oversikt over flom- og
skredfare i sine områder
NRK
330 kommuner ønsker at NVE, Norges
vassdrags- og elektrisitetsdirektorat, skal
utarbeide kart over hvor det er største fare
for at skred og flom kan ramme i framtiden. NVE har foreløpig bare kapasitet til å
kartlegge mellom fire og seks kommuner i
året. Det betyr at de 120 mest utsatte kommunene må vente i opptil 25 år med dagens
tempo for å få kart fra NVE som viser hvor
ekstremværet kan ramme neste gang. Dette
arbeidet krever geologer og feltarbreidsekspertise, og dette er ikke ressurser som kommunene selv rår over.
I mellomtiden kan det være bygget
boliger der flommen eller raset kommer i
framtiden.
– Det er et omfattende arbeid, og materialet skal analyseres og vurderes i etterkant.
Og så skal vi få fram kart. Vi må være sikker på at det er så riktig som mulig, slik at
det blir et godt verktøy for kommunene, sier
direktør i NVE, Anne Britt Leifseth. Hun er
klar på at det er begrenset kompetanse på
dette området her i landet, og at vi er avhengig av å bygge opp en slik kompetanse.
English Synopsis: Mapping the most dangerous
areas of Norway for such natural disasters as floods
and landslides is taking far too long, and many communities in Norway feel unprotected.

Foto: Regjeringen.no
Monumentet over Pelle-gruppa er laget av Kirsten Kokkin, som er en av landets mest kjente billedkunstnere og dertil Sverre Kokkins datter.

gruppen la ned skulle få den anerkjennelsen
den fortjener.
Kokkin fortalte om nervepirrende aksjoner og frykten for livene man risikerte –
ikke bare eget, men også familie og venner
ble satt i fare gjennom den farlige virksomheten.
Dynamitten brukt til å sabotere skipene
stjal de på Hønefoss og fraktet til Oslo – først
på sykkel, siden på lastebil. Den store aksjonen ved Aker og Nyland mekaniske verksteder ble utført med hjelp av arbeiderne på
verftene, som fikk opplæring i sprengningsteknikk. De smuglet dynamitt i matboksene
sine, og lagret den under en av båtene.
Aksjonen, som ødela seks skip og en
kran, regnes som en av de aller største sabo-

tasjeaksjonene i Norge under annen verdenskrig.
Selve avdukingen fant sted ute på Aker
Brygge og streamet live inn i hallen der alle
kunne følge med. Mange besøkte statuen etter at arrangementet inne i rådhuset var over,
og Sverre Kokkin avsluttet det hele med å
legge ned krans ved det nye monumentet.
Monumentet er laget av billedhuggeren
Kirsten Kokkin. Hun er datter av Sverre
Kokkin, og har også laget statuen av Kronprinsesse Märtha som står ved Gardevaktstuen utenfor Slottet.
English Synopsis: A monument was recently built for
the members of the “Pelle-group,” an important resistance group that worked against the Germans during
the Occupation in 1944 – 1945.

Ideologer i Norge?
Et omfattende nettverk av
islamistiske ideologer og
bakmenn med penger og
kontakter, legger til rette
for Jihad-reiser fra Norge til
Syria
VG
VG er kjent med at Politiets sikkerhetstjeneste (PST) ser på ulike faktorer som bidrar til å sende unge muslimske menn, og et
mindre antall kvinner, til Syria.
PST frykter at nær 40 personer har reist
fra Norge til Syria, og at flere av disse har
knyttet seg til brigader styrt av al-Qaida.
Men de har ikke tatt seg dit på egen
hånd. De er blitt påvirket i forkant, og har
fått hjelp. Dette er to faktorene PST har
identifisert:
1. Kjente ideologer i Norge: Blant dem
som har stor påvirkning og nyter respekt i
islamistmiljøet i Norge er Mullah Krekar og
den tidligere Taliban-ministeren Abdul Rauf
Mohammad. Men også leder for gruppen
«Profetens Ummah», Arslan Ubaydullah
Maroof Hussain (28), nevnes av flere kilder
som en slik ideolog. Han har ikke svart på
VGs spørsmål rundt dette.
– Han er ikke tiltalt eller mistenkt for
slik aktivitet, og det foreligger derfor ingen
sak mot han. En slik aktivitet må sidestilles
med nordmenn som reiste til Spania på
1930-tallet for å slåss mot fascistene, og vil
ikke nødvendigvis ha noe med strafferett å
gjøre, sier hans advokat John Christian El-

Foto: PA
Islamistlederen Anjem Choudary fra London
sier til VG at han har jevnlig kontakt med norske
islamister.

den til VG.
2. Internett-ideologer: Internasjonale
islamister som Omar Bakri Muhammad og
Anjem Choudary har begge nær tilknytning
til norske islamistmiljøer. Bakri er aktiv via
internett fra sin base i Libanon. Til TV 2
har han hevdet å ha hjulpet 65 personer fra
Norge med å krysse inn i Syria for drive Jihad. Choudary holder til i London, og holder
foredrag i lukkede nettgrupper. Han har vært
i Norge under rettssaken mot Mullah Krekar,
og sier til VG at han holder jevnlig kontakt
med Profetens Ummah via Skype. – Å dra
til Syria er en legitim form for Jihad, og alle
muslimer er forpliktet til å støtte folket der,
sier Choudary til VG.
English Synopsis: Norwegian intelligence believes
that some of the Muslim men and women in Norway
who have traveled to Syria may have al-Qaida ties.
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News

Help for Africa
Norway pledges climate
services assistance in Africa
Marit Fosse

Geneva, Switzerland

Extended Afghan stay
Defense Minister Søreide
announces that Norway will
not pull out of Afghanistan
Norway Post

The World Meteorological Organization has partnered with leading research, UN
agencies and humanitarian organizations to
launch the Climate Services Adaptation Program in Africa in an effort to increase the
climate change resilience of some of the
world’s most vulnerable countries.
The program, funded by a grant of USD
9,750,000 (NOK 60,000,000) from the government of Norway, is the first multi-agency
initiative to be implemented under the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).
It represents a unique approach that includes
natural and social scientists as well as large
development and humanitarian agencies

See > africa, page 15

Defense Minister Ine Eriksen Søreide
says Norway will not pull out of Afghanistan
as planned. She opens for the possibility that
Norwegian troops may remain in the country
for several years after 2014.
Søreide made this statement Sunday,
Nov. 24, while on a visit to the Norwegian
contingent in Afghanistan.
Around 200 Norwegian soldiers are still
deployed in the country, engaged in training
and support of the police force in the town
Mazar-i-Sharif as well as with the Afghan
special forces in the capital Kabul.
The political opposition in Norway
is surprised by the Defense Minister’s
unexpected announcement.

Meatless Norway!
The Norwegian Army
makes a committment to
the environment

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
Defense Minister Ine Eriksen Søreide.

Bård Vegar Solhjell of the Socialist
Left Party and member of the Parliamentary
Defense Committee, is of the opinion that

See > stay, page 15

Oslo fundraises
Benefit concert raises
money for the stormravaged Philippines
Norway Post

Kelsey Larson

Managing Editor
Now, “Ola and Kari Soldier” will be
served vegatarian tacos, lasagna and burgers
every Monday, according to a press release
from Norwegian organization “The Future in
Our Hands” (Framtiden i Våre Hender).
This organization sponsors the Meatless
Monday movement in Norway, an idea originally conceived in the U.S. by Sid Lerner.
Lerner, founder and chairman of The Monday Campaigns, was brainstorming with the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health, where doctors, epidemiologists and
sustainability experts wrestled with the excess fat and cholesterol that were making

American diets so life-threatening. Sid had
just started taking a cholesterol-lowering
drug, became more aware of research stud-

A total of NOK 22 million was the result when five different organizations joined
forces and organized a benefit concert in
Oslo on Nov. 24 to help the victims of the
storm which hit the Philippines.
Redd Barna (Save the Children Norway), Norway’s Red Cross, Unicef and the
Norwegian Church Aid joined the childcare organization Streetlight and the Philippine community in Norway and organized
a torchlight procession and a concert on the
evening of Sunday, Nov. 24.
The concert was broadcast nationwide
on NRK TV, and the goal was to encourage
people to donate money to help support the

See > meatless, page 15

See > oslo, page 15

Photo: Meatless Monday
The Norwegian Army is onboard with Meatless
Monday, and Parliament may soon follow.

God Jul

This week in brief
Major new building contract for ULSTEIN

Norwegian shipbuilders Ulstein Verft has
been contracted to build a new offshore
construction vessel of the ULSTEIN
SX165 design. This will be the largest
vessel built at the yard so far, as well as
its largest single shipbuilding contract.
The vessel is scheduled for delivery Q3
2015. “We are very pleased to develop
the next generation of offshore vessels
together with Edison Chouest Offshore
and Island Offshore. They are companies
with solid and extensive experience. We
have worked very well together on other
innovative projects, and look forward to
delivering a high-quality product that will
serve the ship owners well for years to
come,” says CEO Gunvor Ulstein, Ulstein
Group.
(Norway Post)

Norwegian comedians win MAMA award

Norwegian musical comedy duo Ylvis won
the international favourite artist award at
the Mnet Asian Music Awards (MAMA)
in Hong Kong this weekend. Ylvis is the
brother duo whose hugely successful video
“The Fox (What Does The Fox Say?)” has
won them 238 million YouTube hits since
its release in September.
(Norway Post / VG)

Burmese radio station leaves Norway
after 21 years

The Burmese radio station Democratic
Voice of Burma leaves Norway after 21
years of operation in exile and begins
operations from Myanmar. Democratic
Voice of Burma (DVB) was founded by
exile Burmese in Oslo in 1992. Now the
station has been granted legal status in
Burma, and will air their programs directly
from Myanmar. Most of the station’s
equipment has already been transferred
to Rangoon, where DVB’s studio will be
established. “I have mixed feelings. We
have waited for this for twenty years, but
at the same time several employees have
settled down in Norway and have family
here now. Out of twelve employees in
Norway, four will remain here,” explains
Aye Chan Naing, chief editor of DVB.
(Aftenposten)
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Business
Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(Nov. 25, 2013)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

norwegian american weekly

Winners

6.1053
5.5199
6.5690
1.0555
0.7400

Losers

Name		

NOK

SAS AB
Bionor Pharma
Dolphin Group
AKVA Group
Polarcus		

17.70
2.95
5.23
13.4
4.30

Change

7.27%
6.88%
6.52%
6.35%
5.91%

Name

NOK

Songa Offshore
Sevan Drilling
Apptix

Repant
Interoil Exploration

Change

2.94 -33.63%
5.50 -11.3%
2.40 -9.43%
2.15 -9.28%
1.84 -8.00%

Green Norway

Green Well Technology finds a new method of grease
recycling, an important strategy for oil-rich Norway

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

God Jul
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subscriptions
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Certified Public Accountants
221 First Avenue West Suite 400
Seattle, Washington 98119

Business and individual
tax returns; audits; forensic
accounting; financial
statement preparation;
litigation support.

Photo: Innovation Norway / Heidi Widerø
Unfortunately, during oil production, lots of grease waste is dumped, resulting in pollution.

Lower Queen Anne location, easy parking.

Rasmus Falck

Phone: 206.292.1747 • Online: loecpa.com • Email: robert@loecpa.com

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care Insurance
Should you consider it?
Call me for honest straightforward advice.

(206)362-5913

www.obergltc.com

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

Featuring great Nordic products
Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
and more!

Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com

Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum
• The largest collection of Norwegian-American artifacts in the world
• A national center for folk-art classes • Open all year in Decorah, Iowa

Come and visit us. Check vesterheim.org for info.

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2501 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

Oslo, Norway

The whole country of Norway is involved in the oil and gas sector. The only
limitation for companies located far from
the sea in the so-called “Innlandet” (Hedmark and Oppland), is that the size of the
final product has to fit on the bed of a truck.
Many local companies are involved. Here is
an example of an award winning company
that deliver a new system for oil well grease
recycling.
The company is located in Gausdal, a
short drive from Lillehammer. Close by is the
Segelstad bridge where fights took place at
the outbreak of WWII. Also in the neighborhood is Aulestad, one of the best-preserved
artist homes in Norway. The Nobel Laureate Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson lived here with his
family beginning in 1875. He died in Paris in
1910, and was sailed home to Norway on a
battleship.
The startup Green Well Technology is
based on three years of extensive R&D relating to grease recycling technology for use
in connection with well interventions. The
company was incorporated in 2011 based on
its patent pending technology. Use of wireline in well intervention requires creation of
a “barrier” between the well head and the
atmosphere in order to avoid uncontrolled
blow-outs. Wireless grease under high pressure is the most common seal due to its inherent properties. However, the use of grease
creates waste/spill grease since 80 percent of
the grease is returned from the wellhead after

only a few hours of use and is discarded. Today there are no good solutions for handling
used grease, most of it is dumped in nature
or burned off locally. The logistics related to
global transportation of more than 100,000
barrels per year is costly and a significant
source of pollution.
Green Well has a technical solution for
on-site real time recycling of the grease.
When it is returned from the well control
system the grease is instantly cleaned and
ready to be pumped back in to the wellhead.
The new system is an all-inclusive unit for
clean grease storage and supply, recycling
and storage and reuse of recycled wireless
grease. The system container will immediately upon arrival at the work area function
as 23 barrels (US barrel = 159 liters) of new
grease, and 18 barrels of waste grease. As
grease is used in the well it will be returned
to the new system for “real time” cleaning
and recycling within the system. Testing of
recycled grease is found to be within 0.02
percent of original quality new grease for
viscosity and cleanliness. The entrepreneur
Kjetil Sevaldsen received the DnB Innlandet
Innovation Award for this new technology.
The newly appointed CEO William B. Gram
said that the price really kick started the
company. They will now create an organization and commercialize the concept. In addition the company needed the prize money of
NOK 200,000!

Business News & Notes
Norway needs to wean economy off oil:
finance minister
Weak productivity growth is the Norwegian
economy’s biggest challenge and reducing reliance on its massive offshore oil sector is the
new government’s main priority, finance minister Siv Jensen said on Tuesday. Oil accounts
for a fifth of the Nordic nation’s economy
and demand from the sector has pushed costs
– especially for labor and services – so high
that traditional exporters are now struggling

to compete, said Jensen, who took office last
month. “Productivity development has been
very weak (for) the last eight years, therefore
we are now focusing on growth-enhancing tax
relief to stimulate the labor market, investments and saving,” Jensen told Reuters in an
interview. “We will also work on large structural reforms going forward.” Norway was
Western Europe’s best performing economy in
2012, expanding 3.4 percent thanks to record
oil investments.
(Reuters)
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Thanksgiving, family and Norway
How will you connect
with family – and family
heritage – for the
Thanksgiving holiday
this year?
Larrie Wanberg
Feature Editor

What stories worth sharing were exchanged around the family Thanksgiving
table this week to strengthen the Norwegian
culture in the United States among those that
carry one or more Norwegian genes in their
genealogy?
It is estimated that 50 million Americans
carry one or more Norwegian genes from an
ancestor in their heritage. The current population of Norway is about five million. When
one considers the number of descendents
from Norwegian emigration to America, the
conservative projection by genealogists is
ten fold the current population in the homeland.
Families that carry a Norwegian gene
in their heritage, despite the percentage that
a genealogy chart will calculate, may still
bring stories of Nordic ancestors to a festive
dinning table, even though families today are
more diverse in heritage.
A college student once said to me, “I’m
25% Norwegian, but I speak fluent Norwegian, have studied in Norway, and travel
to the countries where my total genealogy
originates. I identify with my Norwegian
culture without diminishing the diversity in
my other cultures.”
Families at Thanksgiving tend to share
culture at the table – food, festivities, traditions and stories across generations.
“Culture in its broadest sense is cultivated behavior,” as defined in a host on online
dictionaries, “that is the totality of a person’s
learned, accumulated experience which is
socially transmitted, or more briefly, behavior through social learning”
Toward this capsule definition, TV
shows offer nostalgic images of idealized
family life, such as in popular TV drama –
“Blue Bloods” on CBS Friday evenings,
where a four-generational family functions
weekly in different roles with law enforcement. Each episode ends around the family
table, exchanging stories with a moral message about doing the “right thing” in their
diverse role-experiences. The table scene
seems authentic, even though the words are
scripted, because real food is served to the
prominent actors during the filming and it
“rings” naturally with nostalgia.
For most families in a mobile society,
this table scene may happen once or twice
a year with four generations together. If you
add siblings of the patriarch to the mix, such
a scene may only happen at a family reunion
five years or more apart.
With new social media, however, families with Web connectivity or smart phone
access can meet interactively in clusters and
in practice. Family members today can assemble at the same time from wherever they
are globally and see each other on a screen,
participate in a conversation, and add text

Photo: bjornrunelie.blogspot.com
The virtual family tree becomes more important as families become more separated by distance and mobility – key to understanding heritage.

message with words, comments or questions. developed for the extended family to better es to larger numbers of consumers/producers
It is not that much different from an know and visually communicate with each within the extended family circle, and offers
online class that I took at UND recently on other. The method of using short visual sto- a way for family members to share their suc“Social Entrepreneurship,” where part of the ries each year builds an archival family his- cesses in modern media ways to develop a
class were in a distant learning classroom tory, as opposed to the immediacy of cell gene-linked e-community.
Such media stories worth sharing,
and the other half of the registered class were conversations or Skype.
Then into next year, the family network matched with a Viking spirit for exploring,
in front of a computer screen with a Webcam in their independent homes across the can export these clips into a genealogy pro- are originating in North Dakota, which is the
gram (many are available) so that these clips highest state in the Nation with 20 – 24 year
country.
As patriarch of my Norwegian-Ameri- replace the print-box on most family tree olds (tech-oriented youth), the fastest growcan family, with family members on either programs that list only name with birth date ing state in population, the second wealthiest
state, the most banks per capita and the only
coast, in Norway and in central Europe, I and a dash or a death date for deceased.
Such a family Web portal, if organized State-owned bank, ranked the friendliest,
launched a trial balloon this Thanksgiving
to set a time when we can have coffee and on a Scandinavian business model of a “co- and the highest concentration of “Norwecookies in front of a network of computers op,” builds the infrastructures of family life, gians” per capita in the country.
This “Legendary Spirit” to explore and
among family members and have a sense of including a financial benefit of dividends
togetherness like “True Bloods” with a Vi- from membership, providing support servic- discover must be in the genes.
king spirit to explore new horizons.
The beginning step is free on a trial basis and can be a stopgap measure that can reduce “fracturing” of families by distance and
keeping generations in pace with the tools
that are low-cost and off-the-shelf.
Good things happen
For start-up, a member of a family unit
when good people
registers for a 30-day free trial of the Citrix
product “GoToMeeting.com.” No special
come together
software is necessary, as when an online
meeting is scheduled, and email is sent auFrom protecting families’ futures to
tomatically to all participates with a link
building homes with families in need,
to connect to the meeting. For starters, this
we’re helping people be wise with
opens the interactive communications.
money. We’re inspiring them to live
During the initial meeting, plans are
generously. And we’re strengthening
made for a Christmas get-together online for
communities—together.
those separated by distance. A part of these
online meetings are intended to develop
Wouldn’t you like to share all that
dedicated time for a family heritage “schoolThrivent Financial for Lutherans has to
ing,” pattered after what the family once oroffer with your family and friends? You
ganized in the 1970s when phone conference
can! Ask your financial representative to
calls became available for voice communicontact them today.
cations.
This beginning moves our family into
the visual media world today, where each
family prepares a one-minute video clip
on themselves or the family unit for showFor additional important disclosure information,
ing during the Christmas holidays. The enplease visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
abling product, named www.WeVideo.com,
Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
is a software platform for making videos that
Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
was developed by two Norwegians and now
27864NAWA N10-13
748377
is growing rapidly in the U.S.
A dedicated family Website and blog are
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Norwegian national Magnus Carlsen
made international headlines after defeating
reigning world chess champion Vishwanath
Anand on Nov. 22 in the latter’s home country of India. Anand has held the title since
2007.
An incredible master of the game, who
became a grand master when he was only 13
years old, Carlsen, now 23, has been garnering headlines not only for his intellect, but
also – as you see above – for his sex appeal.
This is not completely unwarranted, as for
several years he has worked as a part time
model; he has a modelling contract with the
Dutch fashion company G-Star Raw. This
has helped him gain a following other chess
stars have not seen; at a pre-tournament in
India in August, he was mobbed by almost
2,000 fans. Many in the chess world are hoping that his youth and good looks will help
bring chess into a new era and revive its popularity among young people.
“Magnus is a star,” said British chess
grand master to The Guardian. “He is young
and he is not Russian. And it helps that he’s a
model. He makes chess cool.”
Be that as it may, his 6.5 – 3.5 victory
over Anand depended entirely on his genius.
It’s not easy to make it to the top in chess;
Carlsen is only the 16th undisputed world
champion since the title was made official in
1886. He has been playing since he was five,
and particpating in international tournaments
since he was 12.
Now, he’s being compared to the greatest of the great in chess history. “The only
real challengers to him in chess history are
going to be Kasparov and Bobby Fischer,”
wrote John Saunders, associate editor of
Chess magazine.
After the tournament, Carlsen told the
Norwegian media that he doesn’t necessarily
think his victory will spark a new interest in
the sport.
“It’s fantastic that so many think that
chess is exciting – or maybe they’ve turned
on the TV by accident,” he told VG. “That
people are talking about chess during lunch
breaks, children are playing chess at school
– that’s awesome. I do not think there will
be [a chess fever]...I do not have very high
hopes of interest.”
“What are you most excited for when
you come home to Norway?” one journalist
asked the chess star, who will stay in India
for a couple of extra days.
“The snow, maybe? No, first and foremost, to relax,” he said.
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On the EDGE

An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!

A brief brush with history
By Shelby GIlje

Sometimes one has an unexpected
brief brush with history. There is one I
wish I had not experienced.
I always dread November 22, the date
in 1963, when our 35th President John
Fitzgerald Kennedy was assassinated in
Dallas, where he had gone accompanied
by his wife Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy
to meet and greet Texans. It was strictly
a political trip and not all Texans were
thrilled to see the president. But it was a
lovely day and crowds had turned out to
see the First couple.
On November 16, 1961, I had seen
President Kennedy deliver a major foreign
policy speech at the University of Washington Centennial Convocation.
Of the 1961 event, the website http://
www.JFKLibrary.org sets the scene this
way:
As 1961 drew to an end, the United
States and the Soviet Union were at the
height of the Cold War, and Cuba and
Berlin were hot spots. In April 1961, the
United States Central Intelligence Agency
had organized 1,400 armed Cuban exiles
in a failed attempt to invade Cuba at the
Bay of Pigs. On August 20, 1961, East
Germany erected a five-foot high concrete
wall dividing East and West Berlin and on
October 28, 1961, a tense, 16-hour faceoff occurred at the Berlin Wall between
Soviet and American tanks. On August 31,
1961, the Soviet Union began conducting
aboveground nuclear tests, detonating perhaps 15 bombs during September 1961.
Local newspapers advised Seattleites on
how to construct and stock personal nuclear fallout shelters. It was in this context
that President John F. Kennedy arrived at
Boeing Airport in Seattle, Washington, on
November 16, 1961, to deliver a major
foreign policy speech at the University of
Washington Centennial Convocation. He
was also in Seattle to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of Senator Warren Magnuson
of Washington, who first was elected to
Congress in 1936.
The Bremerton Sun had assigned
Adele Ferguson, its veteran political
writer, and myself, a 24-year-old reporter,
to cover the presidential visit. As a 1958
UW graduate in Communications, I was
thrilled to return to my alma mater to help
cover such an important event.
I had bought a tomato red Kimberly
knit suit, considered highly fashionable
at the time, new black pumps and black
leather gloves. A black hat was specially
designed for me by Bremerton milliner
Dot Vezetinski. Yes, now that might seem
a bit over the top I realize. But how many
times does one get to see a president up
close?
At the event, JFK spoke in the Clarence S. “Hec” Edmundson Pavilion on the
UW campus. As near as I can recall both
Adele and I carried cameras. Security for
a president then was not as tight or intensive as it is today, though the Secret Service had a definite presence.
I had an aisle seat in the pavilion so

as JFK marched down from the podium
after his speech, I stepped into the aisle
and snapped some photos. The contrast of
his reddish hair and the crimson academic
robe of Harvard, his alma mater, stand
out as a stunning sight in my memory. Of
course he was handsome and had that engaging Kennedy smile.
Fast forward to 1963 and I’m the
mother of Kari, an eight-month-old baby
girl, working one day a week to keep my
sanity and professional skills up to date,
and receive a little income.
Betty Friedan, author of the groundbreaking, “The Feminine Mystique,” was

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
The President and the First Lady arrive in
Texas on the day of the assassination.

coming to the UW on November 22, 1963,
to address a women’s forum and sell some
books. Friedan believed women should
have identities beyond being referred
to just as “William’s wife” or “Molly’s
mother.” And of course women should receive equal pay for equal work.
JFK had signed the Equal Pay Act on
June, 10, 1963. Esther Peterson, his assistant labor secretary, who had been present
and photographed at the signing, also was
coming to Seattle to address the women’s
forum. Not many women appeared even
close to Presidential cabinet status in those
days. Mrs. Peterson long had been an advocate for labor, consumers and women.
And she was a high-ranking official in the
“other Washington,” as we locals refer to
the District of Columbia. And one of a few
high-profile women in the administration.
Dorothea Limburg, a colleague at The
Bremerton Sun, urged me to go with her
to hear Ms. Friedan and Mrs. Peterson.
My husband, Svein, also a Sun reporter,
changed his day off to care for our young
daughter to make my trip to Seattle possible. Dorothea and I were excited about
the event.
When Svein and I had joined The Sun
staff in 1959, the then editor had privately
told me in his office: “I will always pay
you $5 less a week than Svein because he’s
the man of the family, and should wear the
pants.” I had frowned and grumbled but
wanted the job and knew that women usu-

ally were paid less than men in my profession and others. With that background
of course I was interested in hearing more
about equality in pay and jobs from Ms.
Friedan and Mrs. Peterson.
Dorothea and I enjoyed nearly every
moment. At one point during the day we
saw something odd: Two federal agents
approached Mrs. Peterson on either side
at the panel table and virtually swept her
off the stage. The event proceeded briefly.
But it wasn’t long before a sad-faced
moderator stepped in and informed us that
President John F. Kennedy had been shot
and died in Dallas. It seemed as if the entire audience of several hundred drew in
their breaths and gasped in grief. That collective gasp was followed by shrieks of
“No, No! It can’t be.” It seemed unreal.
Then came the tears and sobs.
As Americans do in history classes, I
had read about the assassinations of Presidents Abraham Lincoln, James A. Garfield and William McKinley. But that had
not prepared me for the emotional impact
of JFK’s assassination.
Dorothea hastened to find a pay
phone to call our editor at The Sun to see
if he wanted us to help with news coverage in any way. We reporters did not have
cell phones 50 years ago. And Mrs. Peterson had already left. Our editor said: “No,
just come home.”
Later we learned that the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Secret Service
had feared cabinet members and their
high-profile staffers might also be in jeopardy if assassin Lee Harvey Oswald had
co-conspirators. Consequently such individuals, including Mrs. Peterson, were
quickly gathered up for their own safety
and flown back to the nation’s capital.
From historical news coverage you
know the rest of the agonizing story: The
tragic photos of Mrs. Kennedy on the
trunk of the presidential car; federal agent
Clint Hill running to catch the presidential
car, climbing up and pushing her down
inside the vehicle for her own protection.
Her beautiful pink Chanel suit stained
with the president’s blood. Mrs. Kennedy
all in black, sometimes with veiled face,
and her very young children, Caroline
and John, escorted by JFK’s brother Bobby Kennedy to funeral events.
It was a weekend most of us would
like to forget and yet it remains seared in
our memories.

Shelby Gilje is a longtime Pacific Northwest journalist having reported from The
Bremerton Sun, The
Seattle Times, The
Seattle Post-Intelligencer and The Anchorage Daily News.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is
not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.
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Letters to the Editor
Do you have something to say?
Write to us at Norwegian American Weekly, Letter to the Editor, 7301 Fifth Avenue
NE, Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115, or email us at naw@norway.com, subject line
Letter to the Editor. Letters may be edited for style, clarity or length.
Dear Editor,
I’m writing in response to the letter from
John Erik in Seattle regarding Fagerness
Point on Lake Minnetonka, Orono, Minnesota. I’ve gathered some information in
partial answer to his question, unfortunately
I wasn’t able to make a specific determination as to why the property was named for
Fagerness, or if it was named after a person
or a place in Norway. I did find out some
interesting facts on the early NorwegianAmerican owner of the property, life on the
Lake at that time, and I’ve attached a document outlining what I’ve found.
Sincerely,
Jackie Henry
Administrative Director
Norwegian American Historical Association
Northfield, Minn.

Editor’s note: We couldn’t print all of
what Jackie found; she is an amazing re-

< kavli

Santa Barbara at the
age of 86.
A philanthropist, physicist, entrepreneur, business leader
and innovator, Fred Kavli established The
Kavli Foundation to advance science for the
benefit of humanity. Based in Southern California, the Foundation today includes an international community of basic research institutes in the fields of astrophysics, nanoscience, neuroscience, and theoretical physics.
Located on three continents, the institutes
are home to some of the most renowned researchers in their fields. The Foundation has
also established and supported an international program of conferences, symposia,
endowed professorships, and other activities. This includes being a founding partner
of the biennial Kavli Prizes, which recognize
scientists for their seminal advances in three
research areas: astrophysics, nanoscience,
and neuroscience.
Kavli began the Foundation in 2000 after divesting his interests in the Kavlico Corporation – a company that he founded and
operated as the CEO and sole shareholder,
and which became one of the world’s largest
From page 1
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searcher and came up with quite a bit of
information! The following is a summary by
our editorial staff. But, if you’d like to read
more about Ole Solberg and life in the Minneapolis area in the late 1800s, check out the
Norwegian American Historical Association’s upcoming February newsletter. Contact the NAHA at (507) 786-3221 for more
information!
Info from Nov 29, 1895 article in Minneapolis Journal:
Ole was known by the name of Jack.
Ole N. Solberg “platted” Fagerness
Point. This statement and its context imply
that he owned the property and was the first
to develop it. The article also states that he
sold all his possessions on Lake Minnetonka
“25 years ago” – article dated 1895 implies
sale in 1870.
He owned “Solberg’s Point” between
Excelsior and Saint Albans Bay and resided
there until sold (1870 by reasoning above).
Solberg was born in Norway in 1837,
Married on “Thanksgiving day 1874” (Nov.

suppliers of sensors for aeronautic, automotive and industrial applications.
“This is a painful loss for the Foundation and for all of science,” said Rockell N.
Hankin, Vice Chairman of the Foundation.
“We can only take comfort in his extraordinary legacy, which will continue advancing
critically important research that benefits all
of humanity, and supports scientific work
around the globe.”
Said Robert W. Conn, President of the
Foundation, “We will forever be grateful to
Fred Kavli – someone who, with the Foundation, invested his heart and soul into ensuring that science will make this a better world
for future generations. And we will carry
forward this mission with the same commitment and dedication that he gave to science
and his life.”
During his lifetime, Fred Kavli was a
Fellow of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, a member of the Norwegian
Academy of Technological Sciences, and
a member of the U.S. President’s Council
of Advisors on Science and Technology. A
member of the University of California President’s Board on Science and Innovation, he

26) and died on Thanksgiving day 1895
(Nov. 28 – “yesterday” in the article).
“Some little time after his marriage”
(after 1874) Solberg “took possession of the
peninsula between St. Albans and Excelsior
Bay” that came to be known as Solberg’s
Point.
After selling his property on Lake Minnetonka he “removed to this city” i.e. moved
to Minneapolis. The article cites his residence in Minneapolis as “2200 Sixth St. S.”
A lookup on Google Maps puts this address
just off of Cedar Riverside, a.k.a. “Snoose
Blvd” to make the Minneapolis Norskie story complete!
Info from 1884 “Guide”:
Solberg’s Point named in honor of “its
former owner, Mr. J.A. Solberg” (statement
implies properties sold).
He “still owns” a lot with a house on
Solberg’s Point in 1884 (contradicting statement in other article that “all possessions”
were sold before moving to Minneapolis).

was a Trustee of the University of California,
Santa Barbara (UCSB) Foundation.
Fred Kavli contracted cholangiocarcinoma, a rare form of cancer, about a year ago
and succumbed to complications due to surgeries. He is survived by two children, and
nine nephews and nieces.
The family has issued this statement:
“In this moment of grief and deep personal loss, we thank everyone for their kind
words and support, and for respecting our
need for privacy.
“Fred has always been the anchor and
gathering force for our family. He has been
an inspiration and someone for us to look
up to. We cherish the fond memories of our
times together and we give our thanks for all
he has done for us. He will be dearly missed.
“We can all reflect upon his example of
giving so much of himself to make this world
a better place. May his legacy continue to
benefit mankind.”
For more information about Fred Kavli’s remarkable life, visit http://www.kavlifoundation.org.

Norwegian American Weekly
Published since May 17, 1889

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Toll-free: (800) 305-0217 • Local: (206) 784-4617
Fax: (206) 448-2033 • Email: naw@norway.com
Publisher
Norwegian American Foundation
Managing Editor
Kelsey Larson

naf.info@norway.com
kelsey@norway.com

Assistant Layout Editor
Harry Svenkerud

naw@norway.com

Advertising
Drew Gardner

drew@norway.com

Subscriptions
John Erik Stacy

john.erik.stacy@norway.com

Contributing Editors
Larrie Wanberg		
Grand Forks, N.D.
Melinda Bargreen		
Everett, Wash.
Carla Danziger		
McLean, Va.
Sölvi Dolland		
Fraser, Mich.
Erling Dugan
Ventura, Calif.
Gary G. Erickson		
Sunburg, Minn.
Rasmus Falck		Oslo, Norway
Marit Fosse		Geneva, Switzerland
Judith Gabriel Vinje		
Burbank, Calif.
Shelby Gilje
	Seattle, Wash.
Line Grundstad Hanke	Seattle, Wash.
Heidi Håvan Grosch		
Sparbu, Norway
Victoria Hofmo		
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Leslee Lane Hoyum		Rockford, Minn.
Else Hvistendahl		
New York, N.Y.
Inger-Torill Kirkeby		
Miami, Fla.
Scott Larsen
New Westminster, B.C.
Thor A. Larsen		
Fishkill, N.Y.
Jerry Larson		
Zimmerman, Minn.
Solveig M. Lee		Seattle, Wash.
Richard Londgren
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Donald V. Mehus		
New York, N.Y.
Berit T. Mesarick		
Williamsburg, Va.
David Moe		Sun City, Calif.
Ken Nordan		
Batavia, Ill.
Bill Osmundsen		
New York, N.Y.
Sada Reed
Woodbury, Minn.
Rolf Kristian Stang		
New York, N.Y.
Daytona Strong	Seattle, Wash.
Patricia Barry	Hopewell Junction, N.Y.
Mark Treleaven-Jones
Wales, U.K
Sunny Gandara
Beacon, N.Y.
CORRECTIONS:
Norwegian
American
Weekly strives to make its news report fair and
accurate. If you have a question or comment
about news coverage call (206) 784-4617. •
Norwegian American Weekly reserves the right to
edit any and all submissions for style, grammar,
accuracy and/or space, and the right not to print
submissions deemed libelous, in poor taste,
or not suited for publication in this newspaper.
• The opinions expressed by opinion writers
and letter writers are not necessarily those of
Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication
of those views is not an endorsement of them.
Comments, suggestions and complaints about
the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials
should be directed to the publisher. • Norwegian
American Weekly is published weekly except
the first week of the calendar year, the last two
weeks of July, and the first two weeks of August
by Norwegian American Weekly, INC. • Please
send address changes to 7301 Fifth Ave. NE
Suite A Seattle, WA 98115 • Annual Subscription
Cost: US $59 Domestic, US $79 to Canada, US
$179 to Norway and all other foreign countries.
SINCE MAY 17, 1889:
Formerly Norway Times
Western Viking & Washington Posten
Comprising Nordisk Tidende, Decorah-Posten
og Ved Arnen, Minneapolis-Tidende, Minnesota
Posten, Norrona and Skandinaven

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY, INC.

8 • november 29, 2013

norwegian american weekly

Taste of Norway

Delicate serinakaker
Serinakake is a beautiful addition to your syv slags
Daytona Strong
Outside Oslo

As a writer, I think of a lot of things in
terms of drafts. Articles, blog posts, menus,
and even my holiday calendar. I’m currently
working – in pencil – on a way to fit in all the
activities that I cherish during the month of
December. It’s safe to say I’m past the rough
draft and am on to the first solid one right
now. Out of all the annual events and traditions to squeeze in, baking with my grandma
and mom is one of the priorities, and my
calendar is already packed with baking sessions with these two women. Each year we
get together as often as possible to bake the
old family classics: lefser, krumkaker, sandbakkelser – and the list goes on.
I also do plenty of Christmas baking in
my own time as well, and I’m working on
establishing my own set of syv slags kaker–
or seven sorts of Norwegian cookies. Grand-

ma’s krumkaker and sandbakkelser are on
that list, and now so are these serinakaker,
which I just discovered last holiday season.
A buttery cookie decorated with pearl
sugar and chopped almonds, these are delicate enough to look elegant on a cookie tray
yet are sturdy enough to stand up to a cup
of hot coffee or tea. As with most traditional
foods, the recipes vary. Ingredient lists may
look slightly different between one cook
and another. And when it comes to technique, some people roll the dough in balls
and flatten them before baking, while others
chill logs of dough and the slice it into thin
wafers. I prefer the latter approach for these
cookies. In either case, they’re easy to make
and are a great addition to a syv slags cookie
tray.

Syv slags kaker: week 3
Serina Cookies
Serinakaker

Photo: Daytona Strong
Fattigmann is a deep-fried Christmas tradition in Norway, and immigrants brought the tradition to
the U.S., too!

*Hornsalt, also known as hartshorn or baker’s ammonia, is an ingredient commonly used in Scandinavian baking. It is available at Scandinavian stores such as
Scandinavian Specialties in Seattle. If you can’t find it, baking powder is sometimes
used as a substitute. Hornsalt has an ammonia odor, which you’ll notice as the cookies bake, but it does not impact the flavor.
**Like hornsalt, vanilla sugar is a common Scandinavian baking ingredient
and can also be found at Scandinavian specialty stores. Alternately, you can substitute a little vanilla extract.

Half a teaspoon of hartshorn can substitute for 1
teaspoon of baking powder.

2 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons hornsalt*
1 cup cold butter, diced
1 egg, lightly beat

1 cup granulated sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla sugar**
1 egg white
1/4 cup finely chopped almonds
1/8 cup pearl sugar

Combine the flour and hornsalt, either with a whisk or by giving it a whirl in the food
processor. Add the butter, cutting it in a pastry blender or food processor until you have a
mixture that resembles small breadcrumbs. Add egg and combine to form a soft dough, then
mix in the sugar and vanilla sugar. Roll into logs about 1 and quarter inches in diameter,
cover in plastic wrap, and chill for at least 2 – 3 hours.
Preheat oven to 375 degrees and transfer the logs to the freezer while you set up your
baking station. Giving yourself plenty of room to work, set up a cutting board, cookie sheet
(ungreased or lined with a silicone baking mat), and bowls containing the egg white, the
chopped almonds, and pearl sugar. When you’re ready to go, take a log out of the freezer and
cut it into thin disks, a little less than a quarter inch in diameter. Place on cookie sheet, spacing at least an inch and a half apart, as they will spread significantly during baking. Brush
each with egg white and then liberally sprinkle chopped almonds and pearl sugar on top.
Return unused dough to the freezer while the first batch bakes. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes on
the center rack of the oven, rotating halfway through to ensure even baking. Cookies will be
done when they are slightly golden. Cool slightly on the cookie sheet until crisp enough to
transfer to a plate or wire rack. Repeat with the remaining dough.

June 21-August 1

Daytona Strong is the voice of Outside Oslo, a blog exploring her Norwegian heritage and
love of great food. Check out the blog at www.outside-oslo.com and follow it at www.facebook.com/OutsideOslo and http://www.twitter.com/OutsideOslo.

This week’s recipe brought to you by Scandinavian Specialties

the premiere Scandinavian marketplace in the Northwest
(8 7 7 ) 7 8 4 - 7 0 2 0 • 6 7 1 9 1 5 t h Av e N W, S e a t t l e , WA 9 8 1 1 7

Order online at www.scanspecialties.com

95 nations under one roof. To find out more:
(800) 639 0058 • iss@stolaf.edu •uio.no/summerschool
©Photo: John Hughes/Millimeterpress
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Travel

A trip to the movies; a trip to Norway
Enjoy Norwegian scenery this weekend from the comfort of a movie-theater chair when you see “Frozen”

Photo: Disney

Do you see the inspiration from Norwegian Stavkirker (stave churches) in this concept art from Disney’s “Frozen?”

Kelsey Larson

Managing Editor
Disney animators were sent to Norway
for inspiration while they worked on the film
“Frozen,” based on Hans Christian Andersen’s fairytale “The Snow Queen.”
“Frozen,” starring Kristen Bell and
Idina Menzel, opens in the U.S. Thanksgiving weekend. If your Norwegian-American
family is gathering together for the holiday
this year, heading to the cinema may just be
the perfect activity at some point during the
weekend.
“The absolute beauty of this world is
quite unique,” said producer Peter del Vecho,
describing the snowy world of “Frozen.”
“We did draw a lot of inspiration from Norway. In fact, we sent our art direction team
to Norway as the jumping-off point. Norway
was so inspirational to us and our team,” he
said.
In the film, young Anna must save the
city of Arendelle from the icy clutches of an
eternal winter, caused by her powerful sister,
Elsa.
A recent Norwegian article on NRK
lists the famous Bryggen in Bergen, Oslo’s

Akershus fortress, stave churches, trolls, the
Northern Lights, lutefisk, gløgg, rosemaling
and bunads as Norwegian culutral elements
that make appearances in the film. The article also notes that all the main characters
have very Norwegian-inspired names such
as Anna, Elsa, Kristoff, Sven and Olaf.
“They set off into these beautiful fjords
[and] mountains, which make for an extraordinary landscape,” said Director Jennifer
Lee.
“Everything...the costumes, the architecture...came from that trip,” said del Vecho.
In fact, Disney is working together
with Innovation Norway (www.visitnorway.
com), Norway’s largest tourism organization, to market the film.
“We aren’t financing the film, we are
only helping with marketing,” said Innovation Norway Travel Director Per-Arne Tuftin. “We have added information about the
film in our marketing campaigns.”
The soundtrack for the film was also
inspired by Norwegian music, including the
traditional Sami joik and the ancient Norwe-

Norse Home Retirement Community

Julebord

invites you to our

Annual Fundraiser Dinner

Sunday, December 8
5 p.m. – 8 p.m. / $55 per ticket

Come early to our Holiday Bazaar!
3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Bazaar admission is FREE
Call to RSVP!
5311 Phinney Avenue North • Seattle, WA 98103 • (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.org
Find us on Facebook!

gian instrument bukkehorn, which is made
out of the horn of a ram or goat – traditionally used by shepherds high in the Norwegian moutains during the summer season. A
Norwegian musician, Sissel Morken Gul-

lord, provides the bukkehorn music in the
film, which you will hear in several scenes.
“Frozen,” called “Frost” in Norwegian,
will open in Norway on Christmas Day.

AN EPIC

SCANDINAVIAN
CRIME
AMERICAN NOVEL
Winner of the Riverton Prize for best Norwegian crime
novel of the year—The Land of Dreams is the first novel
in the internationally best-selling Minnesota Trilogy.
“Vidar Sundstøl has written an epic ScandinavianAmerican crime novel, with a deep and dark sense of
mystery both in its memorable characters and original
setting.” —Johan Theorin

Books for

Young Readers

Ola is the classic that sparked the illustrious careers
of two Caldecott-honored authors and illustrators, Ingri
and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire.
“A picture of Norway . . . so complete and vivid that a reader
of any age can gain from the book real knowledge and
understanding of the country.” —New York Times

Children of the Northlights is a

spellbinding evocation and celebration of Sami people
and culture.
“On their journeys to Norway and Lapland [the d’Aulaires] have
looked about them with the clear-eyed pleasure that children
take in new sights and strange lands. . .” —New York Times

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA PRESS

Available at better bookstores or to order call 800-621-2736
www.upress.umn.edu
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Norwegian 101
Language practice with Heidi Håvan Grosch

A toilet brush
(Toalettbørster)
A toilet brush (en
toalettbørste or Dokosten) is an ordinary
part (en ordinær del)
of almost any American home (nesten alle
amerikanske
hjem),
and an accessory (et
tilbehør) your private toilet (toalett)
wouldn’t want to do
without (ville ikke øn-

Photos submitted by Andrew Saur

This past summer, my father read a Sons of Norway announcement in the Lake County
News Chronicle looking for banner design submissions for their lodge in Two Harbors,
Minnesota. Being a native of Two Harbors and an artist, he told me that I should submit a
design, and I didn’t think twice. This would be a wonderful opportunity to be involved with
a project with deep family roots. I pondered about what I wanted to design and my goal was
to make a connection with the ancient Vikings of Norway and the modern times of northern
Minnesota. I thought about what an incredible a site it would be to see a Viking ship in the
harbor. Overlooking Agate Bay, the Two Harbors lighthouse shines a beam of light onto the
Viking ship. Its light guides the ship though a Lake Superior maelstrom. The design has a lot
of energy with the wind, waves and raven swooping in the sky. I tied the design together by
using the red, blue and white of the Norwegian flag. I submitted my design and hoped for the
best. A week later I received a call from the Terje Vikin Lodge President, Ralph Jacobson. He
told me, “We received your design, think it would be wonderful for our lodge. It is perfect, just
perfect…. but could you make a couple of modifications?” I was elated that my design was
chosen and made the final minor modifications. On November 12, 2013, I was invited to unveil
the new banner at their monthly meeting. My father, Larry Saur was also there performing
on tuba with a local chorus. It was wonderful to have my parents there for the event. As I
addressed the lodge about the design, I told them about what an honor it was to be a part
of this project and to continue the Saur family tradition: “Andrew Saur, son of Larry Saur,
grandson of Oscar Saur and great-grandson of Andrew Saur, it has come full circle here at the
Sons of Norway.” Now with my daughter, Annika Saur, the tradition will continue. Many years
from now, I hope that she will be able view the banner with pride in her Nordic heritage and
those who came before her.

ske å være uten).
But (men)…it is very unusual (det er veldig uvanlig) to find (å
finne) one next to (ved siden av) every public (offentlig) toilet in the
US. That, however, is not the case (er ikke tilfellet) here in Norway
(her i Norge).
No matter (uansett) whether you find yourself using the public
restroom (offentlig toalett) in a shopping center (et kjøpesenter), an
airport (en flyplass) or at the public library (bibliotek) or movie theater (kino), each toilet stall is equipped (utstyrt) with its own brush
(med sin egen børste)… and you are expected (du forventes) to use
it (å bruke det) as necessary (som er nødvendig).
Case in point (for eksempel): here is the sign (skiltet) I found
recently in a public restroom.
This is a toilet that many will use.
It is assumed, therefore, that all will clean up after themselves
after they have used the toilet. Use the toilet brush!
Dette er et do som mange skal bruke.
Det forutsetter at ALLE ordner opp etter seg
når en har vært på do. Bruk dokosten!*

So if you are traveling to Norway (så hvis du reiser til Norge)
in the near future (i nær fremtid) consider yourself warned (du er
herved advart).
*Dokosten is a dialect word for en toalettbørste

Be our friend on Facebook!
Our Facebook page has over 1900 likes! Are
you one of them?

3. desember
Thor H. Hoivik
St. Paul MN
Alice (Boe) Barikmo
Iola WI
Bergljot Haglund Cambridge
MD
Edwin Peterson
Madison MN
John K. Sjong
Seattle WA
Barbara Monson
Hackensack MN
29. november
Ludvik Bruun
La Crosse WI
Evelyn Andersen LaTourette Scotts Valley CA
Jennifer Larson
Cambridge MN
30. november
Isak Furuseth
Marysville BC Can
Magnus Melgard
Huron SD
Olaug Asbjørg Segel
Tacoma WA
Courtney Olsen
Richland WA
Quinn Olson
Fosston, MN
1. desember

Hans Nordby
John M. Winge
Hans G. Nordby
Albert Hendrickson
Nikki D. Haglund
Alf Sather
John Brock-Utne
David Gaw

Boston MA
Starbuck MN
Boston MA
De Land FL
Lauderhill FL
Seattle WA
Stanford CA
Scottsdale AZ

2. desember
Betty Hegge
Seattle WA
Tim Kelley
Ashland OR
Catherine Sattlethight Frerichs Harriman NY

4. desember
Dorothy C. Payne
Sibley IA
John Torvik
San Diego CA
Gertie Axdahl
Paulina IA
Jennie (Hoston) Rego
San Rafael CA
Mike Frerichs
Harriman NY
5. desember
Marit Thompson
Marietta MN
Pauline B. Anderson
Malden WA
Kim Nesselquist
Kenmore WA
John Robert Loken
Mobile AL
Rita Reierstad Leskovar
Atlanta GA
Aidan Davick
Chicago IL
Kiersten Bugge
Silverspring MD
Mary Tvenge
Fargo ND

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.
com. Birthdays must be submitted at least one
month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us!

facebook.com/naweekly

Community Connections

G rat u l erer m e d Dagen !

Happy 50th
Wedding
Anniversary!

Evelyn
and Pete
Gulliksen
December 7
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Orwoll Milton Hackett

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

Ordinary saints

Died October 22, 2013
Orwoll Milton Hackett, age 93, passed
away peacefully on October 22 from complications of pneumonia. He was a resident of Arlington, Va. since 1961 and lived at Goodwin
House-Bailey’s Crossroads in Falls Church for
the last decade of his life.
Born in Vayland, S.D. in 1920, Milt was
the son of the late Hilda Dahl Hackett and
Frank Moody Hackett. He grew up in Cottonwood, Minn. and in 1938 attended the University of Minnesota until his studies were interrupted by WWII. He graduated in 1949 after
active duty in the Navy.
Milt had a distinguished military career.
In 1940 he voluntarily joined the Navy and
trained as an officer. He became a torpedo officer on the destroyer USS Strong (DD467) in
1942, serving in the Pacific. A year later the
USS Strong was sunk by the Japanese in Kula
Gulf, Northern Solomon Islands with numerous lives lost. Milt first aided others onto floating debris and after that led several men to an
island where, after three days of evading enemy soldiers, they found U.S. Marines and were
eventually brought to safety. Milt returned to
the U.S. and became the gunnery officer aboard
the USS Paul Hamilton (DD590) stationed in
South Carolina until August of 1944 when he
was transferred to the USS Thomas E. Fraser
(DM24) commissioned in Boston. While this
ship was docked in Boston Harbor awaiting
deployment to the Pacific, entertainment was
provided to the sailors by the USO. The lead
singer was Marguerite (Pam) King, who became the love of his life. They married shortly
after the war was over. Milt served in the Pacific until the end of the war, and, as he wrote in
a letter to his mother in 1945, the USS Thomas
E. Fraser “led the parade into Tokyo Bay, the
third warship to enter” for the formal surrender
of Japan. Milt observed the ceremonies from
the deck.
He separated from the Navy as Lieutenant
Commander and entered the Naval Reserves in
1946 from which he retired in 1980 as a Commander.
After Pam and Milt married in 1946, Milt
completed his studies with a degree in geology.
He worked for the United States Geological
Survey (USGS) for the entirety of his career.
As a young geologist, he was based in Riverton, Wyo. and Bozeman, Mont. He surveyed
and mapped the aquifers in several western
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states, most being recorded for the first time.
He always loved the outdoors, enjoyed fishing and camping, and together with Pam and
their growing family, explored the wilderness
of much of the U.S., often stopping to visit with
extended family.
Milt advanced through many positions in
the Water Resources Division (WRD) of the
USGS. He became the Geologist-in-Charge,
then the District Geologist, Boston District,
where he was responsible for all ground-water
programs in Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
and Maine. In 1961 Milt and the family moved
to Virginia where Milt served on the WRD Senior Staff in Washington, D.C., and in the new
USGS National Center in Reston, Va. He was
Chief, Ground Water Branch; and then Chief,
Office of Water Data Coordination; and finally
Associate Chief Hydrologist and, at times, Acting Chief Hydrologist. He consulted internationally for the WRD, particularly to Pakistan,
India, and Jordan. In 1978 he was recognized
by the Secretary of the Interior with the highest
honor awarded by the Department of the Interior, the Distinguished Service Award, “in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the
management and development of the Nation’s
water resources programs.”
Milt’s passion was genealogy. He was
proud of his Norwegian heritage and remained
involved in the Sons of Norway. Following his
retirement from both the USGS and the Naval
Reserves in 1980, he and Pam travelled the
world often in search of descendants and mapping the family tree.
He was active in the Lutheran Church
throughout his life and was most recently a
member of Our Savior Lutheran Church. He
lost his beloved wife Pam on August 22, 2013,
two months prior to the day of his passing. He
is survived by his four children: Cathy Leigh
Jelinek and her husband Henry, Wendy Lynn
Jalbert and her husband Gilles, Jeffrey Miles
Hackett and his wife Sydnia Jacobs, and Laurie
Ellen Hackett and her husband David Hollander. He leaves behind eight beloved grandchildren: Sonny and his wife Michelle, Keena and
her husband Denley, Jay and his wife Susie,
Chantal and her husband Joel, Danielle, Zane,
Zellie, and Nicholas. He also leaves behind ten
great-grandchildren: Spencer, Morgan, Mila,
Oliver, Adam, Casey, Madden, Robert, Ainsley, and Brooke.

It often comes as a surprise to people
when they learn that Jesus disciples were
very ordinary men. They had regular jobs
in the real world. Several of them were
fisherman. Only a few of them had any
higher education. These humble and ordinary men became the foundation of the
Christian church. Today we remember
them all as saints because of their leadership in the early church.
During the first 1500 years of Christianity, the leadership of the church was
gradually taken over by an elaborate system of hierarchy. In the process, the ordinary people were kept out of leadership
roles in the church. During the reformation, Martin Luther wanted to change all
that and began teaching that every Christian was equal before God. He called this
new teaching, “The Priesthood of all Believers.”
What Luther was trying to encourage

by this teaching was the idea that the work
of the Gospel was done by all believers.
They do it as they go about their daily
living. They do it in families, at work, in
community life, and in the life of a congregation. Luther believed that the principle
work of the Gospel happens in this way.
When Jesus called His disciples, He
did not set up a lot of qualifications. The
people who followed him were regular
people. By their faithfulness in ministry,
they proved that ordinary people could
be the ordinary saints of God. Luther also
said that all believers are saints and all believers are sinners. We are saints because
of Christ and sinners because we all fall
short of the glory of God. The future of
the Gospel depends upon these ordinary
saints of God living out the Gospel in what
might seem on the surface of things to be
very ordinary ways.

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

Christmas GreetinGs!
Purchase your space in our annual Christmas Greetings Issue

Name:_____________________________________________________
Message:___________________________________________________
City, State:______________________ Phone:______________________
Merry Christmas!

Thor M. Andersen

August 24, 1925 – November 15, 2013
Thor M. Andersen, 88, of Butler, Penn.
passed away at 7:30 p.m. on November 15,
2013 at the Lowrie House.
He was born on Aug. 24, 1925, in Bergen, Norway, to the late Konrad Willy Andersen and Helga (Asserude) Andersen.
Mr. Andersen was the owner and operator of RATEL TV Engineer Labs in Butler.
He attended the St. John’s Reformed
Church. Mr. Andersen was a former member
of the Rotary Club and the Kiwanis.
Mr. Andersen is survived by his five

daughters, Terry Werner of Butler, Anita
Popolis and her husband, Dennis, of Kittanning, Angie Collins and her husband, Bert,
of Atlanta, Ga., Leslie Andersen of Parrish,
Fla., and Lisa Kellerman and her husband,
David (Rock), of Butler; his son, Chuck Kutan and his wife, Cheryl, of Houston, Texas;
and his eight grandchildren.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his wife, Yvonne M. Andersen, who passed away on May 22, 2002,
and his son, John D. Andersen.

Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
staten island, n.Y.

$15 for small ad

God Jul og
Godt Nyttår til
alle venner!
Ola og Berit Nordmann
Blue mounds, Wis.

$25 for large ad

Deadline: DECEMBER 5 – mail this form today!

Be our friend on Facebook!
Our Facebook page has over 1900 likes! Are you
one of them? facebook.com/naweekly
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Calendar of Events Lovely floral finds
What’s going on in your neighborhood?
Illinois

Bjornson Male Chorus Christmas Dinner
Dec. 20
Elk Grove Village, Ill.

Join the Bjornson Male Chorus for a
Christmas Dinner and Evening of Music at Avalon Banquets, 1905 E. Higgins
Road, Elk Grove Village, Ill. Cocktails
6:30 p.m., dinner 7:30 p.m. $30.00 per
person. Reservations: John Lee (847)
741-4210.

Minnesota

Nordic Julekonsert
Dec. 8
Minneapolis, Minn.

The Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis will host the annual Nordic Julekonsert on Dec 8 at Mindekirken, 924 East
21st Street Minneapolis, Minn. Guest
Choruses: Mindekirken Choir & “Lucia”
Singers; Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis; American Swedish Institute
Male Chorus; American Swedish Institute Cloudberries; Pauline Fjeld Daughters of Norway Damekor. Each Chorus
will sing selections and the concert will
conclude with three selections by the
Mass Chorus accompanied by organ and
tenor saxophone! A freewill offering will
be taken and the concert will be followed
with refreshments in the fellowship Hall.
Call (612) 874-0716 for further information.
A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol
Nov. 22 – Jan. 5
Minneapolis, Minn.

A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol is returning to the New Century Theatre in
Minneapolis for its 7th year after selling
out every show the last 6 Decembers. It’s
a hilarious musical comedy Minnesota
spoof of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol. Call (800) 982-2787 for reservations or DontHugMe.com Use Code
HUG for $5 OFF.

New York

Scandinavian Christmas Market
Nov. 30 & Dec. 7
New York, N.Y.

Once again the Scandinavian East Coast
Museum will be holding its annual Scandinavian Christmas Market. Support the
museum, the sponsor of Bay Ridge’s
popular Viking Fest. Our markets will
be hosted on two Saturdays: November
30th and Saturday, December 7th from
10:00 – 3:00 and be held outside Nordic Delicacies, located at 6909 Third
Avenue in Brooklyn. Thanks Nordic for
your generosity! Christmas items for sale
and lots of cheer. This year we will have
a visit from Santa Claus and his helper
Dee. Also do you like to take chances?
Then pay $5.00 and pick a secret gift.
Stop by and see what the museum is up
to. We look forward to seeing you. If you
have any other questions, please call Victoria at (718) 748-5950.

“Flora Metamorphicae” comes to Decorah, Iowa

Swedish Lucia Pageant and Christmas
Dinner Dance
Dec. 8
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Swedish Lucia Pageant and Christmas
Dinner Dance will be held on Sunday afternoon, December 8th from 2 – 6 p.m.
at the Danish Athletic Club (DAC), 73565th Street (between 7 & 8th Avenues),
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY 11220, hosted by the Swedish Folkdancers of New
York. This is the 44nd annual event.
Scandinavian and American Dance music will be provided by “Smörgåsbandet”
with Jeanne & Wayne and there will be
a Folkdance exhibition. Call (718) 7487844 for reservations. Price $35.00 per
person (dinner, tax & gratuities). Information (516) 593-5791. Visit www.skandjam.com/PAGES/SFDNY.html.

Wisconsin

Lutefisk Dinner and Bake Sale
Dec. 7
Rubicon, Wisc.

St. Olaf’s Annual Lutefisk Dinner and
Bake Sale will be held on Dec. 7 from
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Dinner Includes:
Lutefisk, St. Olaf’s famous Swedish
Meatballs, Mashed potatoes, Rutabagas,
Festive Cranberry Salad, Green Beans,
Lefse, Flatbread, Rolls, Coffee, Milk and
Homemade Scandinavian and Holiday
Cookies. Tickets sold at the door or advance reservations accepted beginning
on November 11. Call Lyn at (920) 4743168 (Payment may be made by cash,
check, or credit card-Visa or Master
Card). Adult: $15. Children 5 – 10: $7.
Under 5: Free. St. Olaf Lutheran Church,
653 Roosevelt Road, Located East of Alderly, Dodge County, Town of Ashippun.
Visit www.st-olaf.org for more information and directions.

Washington

Julefest Scandinavian Holiday Festival
Dec. 14
Issaquah, Wash.

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Issaquah Senior Center,
75 NE Creek Way, Issaquah, Washington 98027. www.ScandinavianFestivals.
com. Fun community festival featuring a
Scandinavian arts & crafts bazaar, bake
sale, Swedish Pancakes, Lefse (both
traditional and gluten-free), traditional
foods, children’s’ activities, Kransekake,
raffles, live music, entertainment, children’s Santa Lucia program at 2 p.m.
followed by an enchanting performance
of the Musa Visa (Mouse Dance). Bring
the whole family! Free admission. Sponsored by the Sons of Norway Cascade
Lodge. More information: (425) 3130193, email: Info@BarneFoundation.
com.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Photo courtesy of Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum
“Flora Metamorphicae” is a remarkable project created by six contemporary Norwegian artists –
Kari Aasen, Lipa Dalén, Siri Haaskjkold, Bjørg Hougen, Audhild Rypdal, and Eli Veim.

Special Release

Vesterheim Museum

The weather may be cold outside, but
inside Vesterheim, the national NorwegianAmerican museum and heritage center,
there are thousands of beautiful and colorful ceramic flowers artfully configured for
the exhibition “Flora Metamorphicae.” This
truly stunning exhibition opens December
7, 2013, and is sponsored by The Iowa Arts
Council, Sons of Norway Foundation, Sons
of Norway Valdres Lodge in Decorah, Joseph Keiger, and Dan Huebner.
On Friday, December 6, there will be a
“sneak peek” and reception from 5:00-7:00
p.m. with a welcome at 5:30 p.m. by two
of the exhibition artists from Norway. The
artists will also give a presentation in the
museum’s Bethania Church on North Mill
Street on Saturday, December 7, at 2:00 p.m.
during Vesterheim’s Norwegian Christmas
Weekend.
“Flora Metamorphicae” is a remarkable
project created by six contemporary Norwegian artists—Kari Aasen, Lipa Dalén, Siri
Haaskjkold, Bjørg Hougen, Audhild Rypdal,
and Eli Veim. All are educated ceramacists
based in the Bergen, Norway, region. While
they have individual careers as artists, they
have been able to use their skills in ceramic
techniques and their professional knowledge
of art to create a beautiful but changing collective work of art.
Just as each of the 4,000 flowers is
unique, each installation of “Flora Metamorphicae” is unique, depending upon the
setting. Every installation is created by at
least two of the artists, who take inspiration for the configuration from the space and
potential audiences. Since 2003, the group
of artists has had installations around the
world, both indoors and outdoors, including Sweden, Finland, Latvia, France, The
Netherlands, and South Korea. Vesterheim
Museum is one of the first venues for “Flora

Metamorphicae” in the United States.
While the flowers themselves and the
installations are very modern, the artists’
techniques and inspirations are rooted in
tradition. Flowers have long been a popular
decoration for ceramics, including at porcelain factories like Norway’s Porsgrunn. A
book of photos of porcelain from the Meissen factory inspired the idea for creating
“Flora Metamorphicae.”
The flowers of this exhibition may also
be seen as a challenge to tradition. According to art historian Mai Lahn-Johannessen,
“Flora Metamorphicae” retains the basic
elements of clay, flowers, and their inherent symbolism; however, the artists have
changed these components to undergo a
transformation.
The only requirements the artists had
were that each flower needed to be handmade
and no larger than two handfuls of clay. The
flowers did not need to be similar to natural
flowers, but could grow from imagination.
Throughout 2014, Vesterheim will offer a
number of creative art opportunities for all
ages in connection with the exhibition.
Through 24,000 artifacts and 12 historic
buildings, Vesterheim, the national Norwegian-American museum and heritage center
in Decorah, Iowa, shares the most comprehensive collection of Norwegian-American
artifacts in the world. This treasure is also a
center for folk-art education, offering a wide
variety of classes in authentic Norwegian
folk art every year. For more information
on the museum’s exhibitions, classes, events,
membership opportunities, and ways to donate, check Vesterheim’s website at vesterheim.org, call (563) 382-9681, or write to
Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum,
502 W. Water St., P.O. Box 379, Decorah, IA,
52101-0379.
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In your neighborhood

< story

grandfather’s story because it seemed like
he had made a choice to risk his own life
for a greater purpose. And yet, every day,
flat where they listened to illegal radio my grandmother, and countless women like
broadcasts. His story is what good novels are her, were making small and large choices for
supposed to be – suspenseful, full of action Norway too. They also faced dangers. They
and rich with characters that draw people’s defended their country, some in the resisattention.
tance movement like my grandfather, and
And then something surprising hap- others in their daily life, simply and quietly,
pened.
as women’s lives tend to unfold.
When I was interviewing my grandAnd then of course there were the wommother to get details about my grandfather’s en who made a different choice – the ones
life in the war, she bewho didn’t avert their
gan telling me a story
eyes or turn away from
from when she worked
the German soldiers
as a seamstress. A little
who called out to them.
girl came into the shop
I wanted to delve deepwith her father and
er into their decision,
asked to get a skatto really understand the
ing outfit made. She
complexity behind it.
knew exactly what she
Many of these women
wanted – a blue velwere young girls when
vet suit with white fur
Germany
invaded,
trim, a mushroom hat
and the war lasted five
with a white pom-pom,
years. These soldiers
and on the band of the
became a daily fixture
hat, a little swastika
in their lives – threatembroidered in pearls.
ening of course, but
The little girl’s father
human, too. And war
was likely a member of
is difficult, thankfully
Photo courtesy of Amber E. Larson
the Nasjonal Samling
my grandmother had a
party. The seamstresses The author’s grandmother during the war.
strong family network,
had to make this outfit,
a farm where they could
even when their own
grow their own food
countrymen, including my grandfather, were and a job to earn money. But what of women
locked up in Nazi prisons.
whose situations were less fortunate? Were
I started listening closer to the details their choices regarding the Germans as easy?
of my grandmother’s life – German planes
I was so sure I was writing a novel about
flying so low over her farm she could see my grandfather, but when I opened myself
the rivets in the underbelly of the fuselage, up to listening to another story, I found myand then later, smoke rising from Elverum self surprised by what had always been there,
where the bombs had fallen. German aircraft quietly, just below the surface. The story of
landing in the neighboring farm fields. The Norway’s occupation during WWII is a very
fear she felt walking down a country road by under-told story, and the story of Norweherself, afraid a German vehicle would ap- gian women during that time is even more
proach and offer her a ride. Or the soldiers so. This novel is still about my grandfather,
who would linger over her identification pa- because his story is important and worth tellpers, hoping she would give them some sign ing, but so is my grandmother’s. I am so
she was interested in them. Suddenly, her glad that I stopped to listen, to hear, to know
daily life seemed almost as dangerous as my that at least this story will not slip quietly
grandfather’s.
away, untold.
I began researching the lives of women
in Norway and my interest grew. Norway, a
relatively small country, was overrun with
Amber Elizabeth Larson has
hundreds of thousands of German soldiers
been awarded an Artist Inifor five long years. Soldiers who, unlike in
tiative grant from the Minother occupied countries, were not discournesota State Art Board to
aged from having relations with Norwegian
complete work on her first
women because they fit so well into the Gernovel, “Still Waters.” She
man racial ideology.
lives in Minneapolis with her husband and
I had always been so interested in my two small children.
From page 1
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A tribute to Fred Kavli
Fred Kavli made the world a better place
Larrie Wanberg
Feature Editor

I only spent a few hours with Fred Kavli
but in that thin slice of time, he made a lasting impression on me, as he did the world.
With quiet humility, he revealed the
enormity of his personal character and the
carrier of his values gained from growing up
on a farm in Norway during the occupation
of war.
He epitomized how a teenager, despite
adversity, could contribute his inventiveness, along with his older brother, to develop
a fueling system that kept civilian cars and
trucks running at a time when gasoline was
not available. This enterprise financed his
education in engineering.
He described how his personal imagination was fueled by his insatiable curiosity
as a youth, often lying on a grassy meadow,
looking upward to the stars in wonderment,
or studying the aurora borealis dance across
a colorful winter sky, foreshadowing his interest in aerospace and astrophysics.
I was challenged, as a feature writer,
to discover what was the core feature to describe a distinguished scientist and philan-

thropist, who stood tall among royalty and
the brightest scientists in the world and to
say it in a few words.
In a story printed in NAW on August 24,
2012, shortly before he presented the Kavli
Awards alongside His Majesty King Harald
to world-leading scientists in ceremonies in
Oslo – these words were the personal conclusion that I carried away, which In tribute
to him, I still carry as his legacy in words
and wisdom.
“It is not very often in life that one can
talk with a world leader who interfaces with
some of the most brilliant people in science,
and yet engages personally as if the listener
were kin from Norway. It is rare, too, to meet
someone with a seasoned philosophy to invest acquired wealth to make the world a
better place for the common man.“
In the season of giving thankfulness and
gifts into the New Year, we should pause in
moments here and there in ways we can, to
practice the lifetime gift of Fred Kavli to
improve the human condition and make the
world a better place.

“Alt for Norge” in N.D.
Ryan Johnson

The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead

A Chicago casting company is looking
for a few good North Dakotans with Norwegian ancestry to compete on the fifth season
of a hit Norway-based reality show.
“Alt for Norge” (“The Great Norway
Adventure”) pits 12 Norwegian-Americans
against each other, competing in challenges
in Norway for the chance to win $50,000
and a meeting with Norwegian relatives they
didn’t know they had.
Contestants face off in a variety of challenges ranging from the tame to the extreme,
such as eating ram testicles or dog-sledding
across the frozen tundra, to determine the
season’s winner.
Dakota Gillespie, a rancher born and
raised 10 miles south of York, N.D., became
a contestant when his mother and aunt entered him in the second season’s casting call
without his knowledge.
Then 21, Gillespie said his time in Norway – where about half of his ancestors had
lived, while the other half of his blood is
Swedish and Irish – left a bad taste in his
mouth.
“I was kind of shocked by how unsociable everybody was,” he said. “It was a
pretty fun experience, and it was definitely
a once-in-a-lifetime kind of thing. But at the
same time, I don’t know if I’d ever go to Europe again.”
In North Dakota, those who share his
blood ties to Norway are typically “pretty
nice and polite,” he said, and willing to talk
to strangers.
But in Norway, he said the people he
saw wouldn’t go out of their way to meet
him or even say hi.
Still, Gillespie said he enjoyed seeing

the country’s famous fjords.
He was eliminated from the competition
during the third of 10 episodes, when he lost
a yarn-spinning challenge.
“I’m not the seamstress type, I guess,”
he said.
“Alt for Norge” has proven to be a popular series in Norway, where it’s the No. 1
reality show. Anyone can apply to be a contestant, as long as they are Americans with
at least some Norwegian ancestry who have
never been to Norway. Applicants must be at
least 18 by Feb. 16, 2014.
Though Gillespie has always enjoyed
eating the lefse that his grandparents make,
he said his experience on the show made it
clear that he likes his home more than the
country where his ancestors lived.
“I’m proud to be American,” he said.
Now 23, Gillespie did have some advice
for others who may find themselves in his
shoes if they make it onto the show.
“Be prepared to do anything,” he said.
“They don’t give you much heads-up. You
know what you’re going to do that day, but
that’s it. You go to bed not knowing what’s
going to happen.”
How to apply
A national casting call for the fifth season of “Alt for Norge” (“The Great Norwegian Adventure”) is now being conducted
by O’Connor Casting Company. To apply
before the Jan. 5 deadline, visit http://oconnorcasting.tv/index.php/norway/
This article was originally published in
The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead.
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Lutefisk pilgrims
What is the meaning behind the annual NorwegianAmerican Lutefisk Dinner Season, anyway?

With 18 classic folk tales, fairy tales and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English,
“Tuss og Troll” is now serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner. The stories are from the collections of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland, Johannes
Farestveit and Nana Rise-Lynum. “Tuss og Troll” was edited, designed and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri
publishing. Copyright © Norsk Barneblad.

Photos: Andy Romstad
The author’s children, from left, Kaarin Romstad (2) and Peder Romstad (6 months), sample lutefisk
for the first time.

Dei tre kongsdøtrene i
berget det blå
Men det rakk og varde, og soldaten
tok seg ingen ting til, så smeden gav seg
reint over. Fyrst då det leid ut på tredje
natta, let soldaten opp glaset og bles i
pipa si. Så kom ørna, og ho gjorde ikkje
vegen lang. Lenge før sola rann, kom
ho attende med spelet.
I otta neste morgonen kom gullsmeden og dundra på døra til soldaten.
— Det var farleg til renn på deg, sa
soldaten. Men gamlingen måtte inn og
skulle inn, det var ikkje bøn anna, og til
sist fekk han då letta av kroken. Då kan
det vel henda det vart ende på suta.
Men endå gladare enn gullsmeden
vart kongsdøtrene då han kom med spelet, og gladast av alle var den yngste.
Har du arbeidt det spelet sjølv? spurde
ho. — Nei, sant å seia er det læredrengen min, svara smeden. — Den drengen
hadde eg hug å sjå, sa kongsdottera.
Ja, han ville dei ha tak i alle tre,
og så laut han koma. Soldaten var ikkje redd korkje kvinnfolk eller storfolk,
let han, og hadde dei moro av å sjå på
fillene hans, kunne dei gjerne få den
hugen stetta. Den yngste kongsdottera
drog kjensel på han med det same.
Ho skubba vakta til side, sprang
bort og tok han i handa og helsa. — Her
er han som frelste oss frå trolla i berget,
sa ho til kongen, — han vil eg ha! Og
så strauk ho av han huva og synte dei
ringen ho hadde bundi i håret hans.
No kom det ord og skor i korleis
kapteinen og løytnanten hadde bori seg
åt, og då vart det ende på herredomen
deira. Men soldaten fekk gullkrona
og halve riket, og heldt bryllaup med
yngste kongsdottera. Er dei ikkje ferdige, så sit dei vel der og et og drikk
enno.

The three princesses in the
mountain so blue
But time was passing quickly, and the
soldier had done naught, whilst the goldsmith was becoming panic-stricken. Only
on the third night did the soldier open the
window and blow on his flute. Then the
eagle arrived, and she did not waste any
time. Long before the sun rose, she was
back with the board game.
At dawn, the next morning the goldsmith came and banged on the door to the
soldier. — My, that is some noise you are
making, said the soldier. But the old man
wanted to, and he was going to — go in,
there was absolutely no way around it.
Finally the latch was unlocked. And that
was the end of the whining.
But even happier than the goldsmith
were the princesses when he arrived with
the board game, and happiest of all was
the youngest. Have you made this board
game yourself? she asked. — Oh no, to
tell you the truth it was my apprentice, answered the goldsmith. — That boy, I have
a mind to see, said the princess.
Aye, all three of them wanted to see
him, so they let him come in. The soldier
was afraid of neither women nor nobles,
said he, and had they fun of seeing his
rags, then they could have their desire fulfilled. The youngest princess immediately
recognized him.
She pushed the guard aside, ran to
him and took his hand and greeted him.
— Here is the one who rescued us from
the troll in the mountain, she told the king,
— he is the one I want! And then she took
off his cap and showed the ring she had
bound in his hair.
Now came the discussions and the
questions on how the captain and the lieutenant had conducted themselves, and that
was the end of their thought for power.
Well, the soldier received the gold crown
and half the kingdom, and was married to
the youngest princess. Are they not finished yet, then they are probably still sitting there and celebrating.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad Raneng

Price: $29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A. • www.astrimyastri.com

Pastor Andy Romstad
Cambridge, Minn.

One of the great generational divides is
Lutefisk. Older generations of Scandinavians
treat Lutefisk like it is a spiritual pilgrimage.
There is a great void in their spirit if they
miss out. Lutefisk generates life. Lutefisk
brings joy to their spirits.
So, they pile into their Buicks and
Chevy’s and Ford 500’s and hit the road.
Thirty or sixty minutes or up to two hours
they’ll drive for a meal. They’ll tolerate sitting in the back seat. They’ll tolerate youknow-who’s driving and the possibility of
hitting a deer on the way home.
Why? They’re part of a movement. It’s
for the cause. They’re “On the Road” with
Jack Kerouac (released when they were teenagers). This is a quest. This is about meaning
and belonging. This is about gathering with
your tribe. These are your people. You don’t
skip the family reunion. You just go. These
are your origins. This is who you are.
Lutefisk suppers are upper-midwestern
family reunions of the people like you – a
group which is not getting any bigger. This is
not simply some meal. This is certainly not a
church-fundraiser with profits going to worthy causes (like kids and hunger).
This is a Grateful Dead concert. This
is Phish Live. So put on your t-shirt. Or,
in this case, your Norwegian Sweater (or
whatever Swedes and Danes call Norwegian
sweaters) and get there early. There’ll be a
crowd. There’ll be a party. There’ll be coffee. There’ll be shopping at the boutique.
My Norwegian sweater is handmade.
That has more snob appeal than these massproduced sweaters made by Dale. Real Norwegian hands made it. (I’m hoping it wasn’t
in some Scandinavian sweatshop.) The truly
devoted will be impressed.
Younger generations find Lutefisk as appealing as Lawrence Welk who, being from
North Dakota, surely tasted Lutefisk (even if
he was German) and who uttered with a thick
(Norwegian influenced) North Dakota accent the famous words, “Ah one and uh two
and a…” That is, if these young people have
ever even heard of Lawrence Welk. His PBS
reruns are pretty far down the dial from The

Real Housewives of Orange County. (And
they think lutefisk is sickening?)
If you eat lutefisk, you probably vacation in Branson and serve peas with dinner.
Lutefisk is worse than either. This yellowish
jello-like soup sits on your plate. You’re not
quite sure where it came from, what it once
was or what is in it.
Every year people say that the generations of Lutefisk eaters are coming to an end.
Yet, attendance at the suppers stays the same.
The big fear is not that people won’t eat lutefisk. The big fear is that we’ll run out of lutefisk before all the pilgrims have had their fill.
They fit Seth Godin’s definition of a
tribe, “a group connected to one another and
connected to an idea. For millions of years,
human beings have been part of one tribe or
another. A group needs only two things to be
a tribe: a shared interest and a way to communicate.” (Tribes, Seth Godin)
Lutefisk is simply a tool to communicate the deeper truths of shared origins.
These crazy lutefisk pilgrims traveling
for fish soaked in lye may be mad but they’re
mad in a good way like Jack described in
On the Road: “The only people for me are
the mad ones, the ones who are mad to live,
mad to talk, mad to be saved, desirous of
everything … who burn like fabulous yellow roman candles exploding like spiders
across the stars.” Or, perhaps, “like the fabulous yellow fish sliding across their plate.”
They’re mad alright.
So don’t think of lutefisk as some crazed
culinary oddity. These are pilgrims, on the
road, gathering with their people, sharing ancient ritual. This is about origins and ethos
and roots. They are traveling to remember
that not only did their ancestors eat the slimy
yellow fish, but they did so to survive, long
enough to make it to the new world.
If you think words can explain this,
you’ll never understand.
Andy Romstad is a pastor at the Cambridge Lutheran Church, Cambridge, Minn.
and can be reached at AJR@cambridgelutheran.org
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< molde
From page 1

This was Molde’s third National Cup
win, and they secured the victory with two
goals in the last eight minutes.
Molde’s star, Magne Holseth, who
scored one of the game-winning goals, has
never been part of a Cup-winning team before. He told NRK that the win was a “sur-

< meatless
From page 3

ies about the link of excessive fat consumption to heart disease, stroke and diabetes. He
learned that a 15 percent decrease in meat
consumption – three meals a week = 1 day a
week – might help prevent these diseases. He
recalled Meatless Mondays from WWI and
WWII days, when it was used for rationing.
“We welcome the Norwegian Military
to the Meatless Monday movement,” says
Lerner. “Doing something good for the planet is certainly a great reason to cut out meat
one day a week. Not to mention, the average
Norwegian soldier will see improved health
by reducing their intake of meat. That’s why
we say Meatless Monday is good for you,
and good for the planet.”
A meat-free day a week means the military will save 150 tons of meat a year.
“The military’s choice should reflect
the choices of society at large. We see an
increasing awareness of environmentally
friendly food. Meat-free days are an action

< oslo

From page 3

close to 12 million people who were affected
by the typhoon in the Philippines.
Several famous Norwegian artists performed at the concert, which was held at the
National Theatre in downtown Oslo. Odd
Nordstoga, Anne Grete Preus, Morten Abel
and Ole Paus were just some of the artists
that volunteered for the concert.
One of the organizers, Streetlight, owns

< stay

From page 3

a new period with Norwegian military
engagement in Afghanistan is unwise.
“We should bring our troops home next
year as planned,” Solhjell says.
Norway, like many other countries, was
in the process of winding down its military
commitment in Afghanistan. During 2014,
the vast majority of NATO’s total of 75,000
troops remaining in the country pulled out.

Sports

real” experience, in part because of his problems on the home turf this year – his wife has
been fighting a battle with cancer.
“You are proud, happy, and for my part a
little sad because you are not able to be with
all of those you love, but that’s just how it
is,” he said to NRK.
A whole legion of supporters, fans and
the press welcomed the team home when
they landed back in Molde after the game.

for climate change. But we also support it
on the basis of public advisories, which say
we should eat less meat for health reasons,”
Commander Pål H. Stenberg told Norwegian
newspaper Aftenposten.
The Norwegian Parliament may also
hop on the Meatless Monday bandwagon
soon. Representative Heikki Holmås wants
to introduce this idea to the government.
“Meatless Mondays is a great way for
parliamentary representatives to participate
in helping prevent climate change. I would
suggest that Parliament introduce a similar
scheme, where all the food served on Mondays is vegetarian,” Holmås said in a statement.
A recent Monday Campaigns survey
showed that nearly one in five Americans
participates in Meatless Monday on an occasional basis. Approximately 30 countries
participate.
Celebrities such as Sirs Paul McCartney
and Richard Branson, Oprah Winfrey, Al
Gore, Michael Pollan and Giada DeLaurentiis also participate in the movement.

an orphanage in the coastal town Tacloban,
which was completely destroyed by the typhoon. Norwegian Erlend Johannnesen runs
the orphanage, and along with his colleagues
they were able to save 70 children from the
storm by gathering them all on the roof of the
building when the storm hit.
“We are alive. All the children at the
orphanage are safe, but we have lost everything. The house, the orphanage, everything
has been destroyed. And we need help,” Johannesen says.

Despite this, the Taliban insurgency
rages on. According to the UN, violence is
now at its most intense since 2010.
An agreement between the U.S. and
Afghanistan to ensure future military
presence is in the works, and on Nov. 24 the
Afghan Council voted that such a covenant
must be signed immediately.
Under the agreement, 15,000 U.S. troops
could remain in the country after 2014, and
other countries, such as Norway, could make
similar committments.
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Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
results
11/10 Odd Grenland 3 – 2

Hønefoss

11/10 Strømsgodset 4 – 0

Haugesund

11/10 Sogndal

1–2

Ålesund

11/10 Molde

0–1

Start

11/10 Lillestrøm

0–3

Rosenborg

11/10 Vålerenga

2–0

Sandnes Ulf

11/10 Viking

2–1

Sarpsborg

11/10 Brann

4–1

Tromsø

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com

< africa
From page 3

working on the ground in a bid to ensure that
climate services are tailored to the practical
needs of the user community.
The challenges are huge. An estimated
70 nations, including many of the Least Developed Countries, have inadequate or no
climate services and are ill-equipped to meet
the challenges of both natural variations
in the climate and human-induced climate
change.
WMO Secretary-General Michel Jarraud and State Secretary Hans Brattskar of
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
signed the agreement today during the annual climate change conference taking place
in Warsaw.
“The Climate Services Adaptation Program in Africa is a model of how a wide
range of partners can unite to ensure that
the benefits of scientific advances reach
those who are most at risk from weather and
climate-linked hazards,” said World Meteorological Organization Secretary-General
Michel Jarraud. “The funding from Norway
will allow us to roll out climate services to
help African countries adapt to our changing
climate and to increase resilience to droughts
and floods and other extremes.”
Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Børge Brende added: “Africa is the continent most vulnerable to a wide range of
impacts of climate change. Africa is already
facing a decrease in food production, floods
and inundation of coastal zones and deltas,
as well as the spread of waterborne diseases
and malaria. Often it is the most vulnerable
people that suffer the most, and there is an
urgent need for effective and coordinated action. Norway firmly believes that with this
multi-agency climate services program, we
can deliver climate services to those vulnerable people and also contribute to strengthening the global framework as the knowledge
and action hub of climate services.”
The provision of more and better climate
services will allow farmers to fine-tune their
planting and marketing strategies based on
seasonal climate forecasts; empower disaster
risk managers to prepare more effectively
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for droughts and heavy precipitation; assist
public health services to target vaccine and
other prevention campaigns to limit climaterelated disease outbreaks such as malaria
and meningitis; and help improve the management of water resources. These activities
all contribute to appropriate adaptation planning to a changing climate.
This new program is building on
achievements made under another Norwegian supported program. The GFCS Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction in Africa program started in 2011 with the aim of
contributing to the amelioration of weather
and climate related disasters and to climate
change adaptation in Africa through operationalizing the Global Framework for Climate Services. Tangible results obtained
so far with Norwegian support include the
holding of roving seminars for farmers in
17 different African countries, during which
the farmers have received information about
weather and climate, future climate change
and the implications in their region, climatic
risk in production of different crops in their
region and better risk management.
The Climate Services Adaptation Programme in Africa is implemented by seven
partner organizations: WMO; the CGIAR
Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS); the
Centre for International Climate and Environmental Research – Oslo (CICERO); the
Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI); the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC); the World Food
Programme (WFP); and the World Health
Organization (WHO).
There is growing momentum towards
the provision of climate services in both developed and developing countries alike within the context of the Global Framework for
Climate Services. This is a country-driven
initiative to provide accurate and accessible
climate services to users such as disaster
management authorities, water and energy
utilities, public health agencies, the transport
sector, and farmers, as well as the community at large.
The World Meteorological Organization
is the United Nations System’s authoritative
voice on Weather, Climate and Water.
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