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News in brief
Foreign Affairs

There has been no sign of the
two Norwegian teenage girls who
last week left Norway allegedly
to participate in the civil war
in Syria. Prime Minister Erna
Solberg is concerned. “In my
opinion this a matter of deep
concern, both the danger these
sisters subject themselves to,
and the contacts that they make
in Syria,” Solberg tells NRK.
According to the Norwegian
Security Police (PST), between
30 and 40 people have traveled to
Syria from Norway to participate
in the war.
(Norway Post)

Aviation

Both the Nowegian Air Force and
the Swedish Air Traffic Control
made mistakes that led to the
crash of a Norwegian Hercules
transport plane in March last
year, the Swedish aircraft
accident investigation board has
concluded. The military aircraft
crashed into the Kebnekaise
mountain on the Swedish side of
the border, with the loss of five
Norwegian officers. The Board is
of the opinion that the Hercules
crew were not well enough
informed about the ground
conditions, and that they put too
much trust in the Swedish air
traffic control.
(Norway Post)
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Spying displeases Norway
Could allegations
that the U.S. was
spying on Norway
jeapordize the
friendship between
the countries?
Denise Leland

Norwegian American Weekly
While there is no hard evidence confirming that the Norwegian government has been victim
to the National Security Agency
surveillance in the U.S., Norway’s
Prime Minister Erna Solberg has
voiced her displeasure with the notion in general.
Solberg told NRK that she
believes, “between allies, between

See > spying, page 6

Photo: Høyre – Flickr / Wikimedia Commons
Prime Minister Erna Solberg, along with other European leaders, was not happy about the recent U.S. spying allegations.

Sharing stories Another noir success
Norwegian crime
writer Vidar Sundstøl
The University of Sheffield has found a way to
share immigrant experiences in the digital world receives praise
Special Release
Vidar Sundstøl’s crime novel
“The Land of Dreams,” which is
part of the Minnesota Trilogy, was
recently translated and published in
America to rave reviews. The nov-

See > success, page 6
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Another golf win
Graphic courtesy of Louise Sorensen
Follow Ola Nordmenn on his journey from Norway to America.

Louise Sorensen

Norway Post

University of Sheffield
Researching your family history is a popular pastime for many.
Finding out more about your ancestors can be a very rewarding
experience, but the many hours of
work spent investigating your roots
often only benefit a small group of

Pettersen wins
Taiwan LPGA Tour

close family and that’s a shame.
Now researchers at the University
of Sheffield are offering a way to
make your family history pack
more punch.

Norwegian woman golfer Suzann Pettersen secured her 14th
LPGA victory when she successfully defended her title at the Sunrise LPGA Taiwan Championship

See > stories, page 5

See > golf, page 15

Photo: SuzannGolf.com
Suzann Pettersen wins again!
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Nyheter
Lippestad bistår faren til Syria-søstrene

Faren til de to norsk-somaliske tenåringene
som har reist mot Syria for å delta i borgerkrigen, har engasjert Geir Lippestad som
advokat. Det melder NRK, som skriver at
Lippestad har vært i kontakt med politiet
i Norge og at han vil kontakte Utenriksdepartementet mandag morgen. – Det ville
vært utrolig trist hvis norske myndigheter
ikke tar denne saken på høyeste alvor, slik
at den forhåpentligvis får et godt utfall, sier
Lippestad til NRK. Faren er blitt oppfordret
til å avslutte letingen etter jentene, som har
forklart ham i eposter at han ikke kan hindre
dem fra å slutte seg til borgerkrigen i Syria. –
Norsk politi opplever det som farlig for faren
å være i området, det kan jeg bekrefte. Men
det er klart at enhver far vil gjøre det han kan
for å finne ungene sine. Etter det jeg forstår
vil han fortsette, sier Lippestad. Faren sa til
norske medier i helga at han fortsatt tror jentene er i Tyrkia.
(VG)

Norge slipper unna uværet

Norge ser ut til å gå klar av stormen som
feier inn over Storbritannia 28. oktober. Reisende med danskebåtene må belage seg på
litt mer sjø enn normalt. – Det ser ikke ut
til at det blir spesielt mye uvær her i landet.
Siste prognose viser at det kraftige lavtrykket går så vidt sør for oss, så vi unngår det
aller verste. Det er stort sett dem som skal
med danskebåten, som får merke uværet,
sier meteorologikonsulent Jan-Inge Hansen
ved Meteorologisk institutt til NTB. Høststormen som mandag morgen var på full
fart inn over Storbritannia, har fått navnet
St. Jude. Uværet skaper problemer for flytrafikken, og to London-fly fra Gardermoen
og ett fra Flesland er mandag innstilt. Selv
om Norge trolig går klar, vil Sverige og Danmark mest sannsynlig bli hardere rammet av
høststormen. Mandag er det fare for storm i
Skagerrak, Kattegat, Storebælt og Lillebælt.
– Varselet for Skagerrak tyder på at det i ettermiddag skal gå fra sørøstlig til nordøstlig
sterk kuling, med bølger på 2 – 3 meter. Det
vil nok merkes litt for reisende med danskebåtene, men store problemer vil det nok ikke
være – kanskje bortsett fra innløpet ved havnene i Danmark, sier Hansen.
(Dagbladet)

Kinesere skal bygge hengebru ved Narvik

For første gang har et kinesisk entreprenørselskap vunnet en stor byggekontrakt i
Norge. – Det er interessant at konkurrenten
med nest laveste anbud ligger nært i pris. Da
kan ingen snakke om dumpingpris, sier prosjektleder Einar Karlsen i E6 Hålogalandsbrua, til Finansavisen. Torsdag undertegnet
regionvegsjef Torbjørn Naimak i Vegvesenet
en storkontrakt på snaue 755 millioner kroner pluss moms med kinesiske Sichuan
Road and Bridge Group (SRBG). For det får
Vegvesenet en konstruksjon på 12.000 tonn
på den nye hengebroen på 1.533 meter like
ved Narvik. Det var fem anbydere; Implenia Norge (947 millioner), American Brigde
(1.044 millioner), SRBG (755 millioner),
MT Højgaard (774 millioner) og Bilfinger
(1.034 millioner). Som man ser er det nesten
300 millioner i prisforskjell mellom høyeste
og laveste anbud, men bare 30 millioner
mellom de to laveste, skriver Finansavisen.
– Det er etter det jeg kjenner til den første
byggekontrakten et kinesisk selskap har fått
i Norge. De hadde i sine referanser at de har
bygget landets nest største hengebro, og det
er bygget mange der, så de kan faget. MT
Højgaard har tidligere bygget bro i Hardanger, så de kjenner forutsetningene, sier
Karlsen til avisen. Han kan bekrefte at det
kinesiske selskapet er statlig kontrollert.
(Dagbladet)

norwegian american weekly

Nyheter fra Norge

Ransbølgen i Oslo Tredje mest
Norske kvinner er verdens
tredje mest likestilte. USA
ligger på 23. plass på lista

Politiet setter nå i verk
flere tiltak for å få stanset
ransmennene som herjer
Oslos gater

Dagbladet

VG
De to siste månedene har antall ran økt
drastisk i forhold til starten på året. I september var det 109 personran i Oslo og hittil i
oktober har det vært 98 ran. Målt i forhold
til tredje kvartal i fjor er økningen på seks
prosent.
Ransofrene blir som regel truet til å gi
seg mobiltelefonen.
– Det er særlig Apple-produkter, som
iPhone, ranerne er ute etter. I USA har de et
eget uttrykk for dette: «Applehunting» - eller
epleslang på norsk, forteller konstituert politimester Roger Andresen til VG.
Oslo-politiet har tidligere oppfordret
iPhone-brukere til å laste ned det nyeste
operativsystemet iOS 7 hvor man kan fjernsperre hele mobiltelefonen og gjøre den
ubrukelig for kriminelle.
Politiet mener at økningen de siste
månedene skyldes at noen få ransmenn er
svært aktive.
– Disse folkene gir seg ikke før de er
tatt, påpeker politistasjonssjef Kåre Stølen.
Politiet har pågrepet 34 personer, som
kobles til 26 av ransanmeldelsene i oktober.
Fem av de siktede er under 18 år. Blant de
fornærmede er det 72 menn og 25 kvinner
Ifølge Andresen har også ansatte i Oslo

Sandberg går av

Foto: Apple

Det er særlig Apple-produkter, som iPhone, ranerne er ute etter.

politidistrikt blitt offer for ranerne.
– Vi vet personlig hvordan det kan være,
sa Andresen, før han la til:
– Det er ikke meg som er blitt ranet – i
hvert fall ikke ennå.
Politiet har allerede en innsatsgruppe for
personran ved Grønland politistasjon. Denne
er nå forsterket, slik at den består av 18 ansatte.
– Vi har stor forståelse for at mange er
urolig. Vi vet at dette har betydning for den
enkeltes integritet og følelsen av trygghet,
sier Roger Andresen.
English Synopsis: A new wave of robberies has
struck Oslo, with most thieves after their victims’ cell
phones – specifically Apple’s iPhone.

English Synopsis: According to a new report, Norway comes in third place for gender equality. The U.S.
is 23rd on the list.

Neda: – Vi vil bare hjem

Per Sandberg (53) trekker
seg som nestleder i
Fremskrittspartiet til våren –
ett år før nestlederperioden
er over

29. oktober skal tolv år
gamle Neda Ibrahim fra
Jordan be retten i Norge om
å få flytte tilbake til Sandnes

VG

VG

Det melder Dagbladet.
– Jeg kan bekrefte at jeg har bestemt meg
for å trekke meg som nestleder i Fremskrittspartiet neste år, sier Sandberg til avisen.
På Frps landsmøte i mai i år ble Sandberg gjenvalgt som nestleder i partiet frem til
2015, men nå går altså nestlederen av halvveis i valgperioden.
Han viser til at det er en totalvurdering som nå gjør at han velger å gå av som
nestleder i partiet.
– Jeg har vurdert de belastningene jeg
har vært utsatt for de siste årene, og beslutningen om å trekke meg som nestleder kommer etter en totalvurdering, sier Sandberg.
Selv forteller 53-åringen at han mangler
motivasjon.
– Når jeg ikke finner motivasjon for å
jobbe med det jeg tror på, bryter en ned seg
selv. Det er hverken jeg, familien min eller
partiet tjent med, sier han.
Sandberg ble til manges overraskelse
ikke statsråd i Høyre/Frp-regjeringen, og
gikk selv ut og sa at han hadde takket nei til
å sitte ved Kongens bord.

– Jeg kommer til å si til dommeren at
de har gjort en stor feil, og at det er veldig
urettferdig, sier Neda til VG på telefon fra
den jordanske byen Irbid.
Neda ble et ansikt på de lengeværende
asylbarna da hun på Dagsrevyen fortalte «jeg
liker Norge, men Norge liker ikke meg».
Etter nesten ti år i Dale asylmottak
i Sandnes ble familien på seks sendt ut av
landet i juni, fordi foreldrene hadde løyet om
hvor familien opprinnelig kom fra.
– Jeg har bodd nesten hele livet mitt i
Norge, og jeg og småsøsknene mine føler
oss helt norske. Vi har det skikkelig dårlig
her. Brødrene og søsteren min savner Norge
like mye som meg. Vi vil bare hjem, sier
Neda.
Både Venstre og KrF reagerte sterkt på
utsendelsen, ettersom barnas tilknytning til
Norge har vart i så mange år, og sa at de ville
prøve å hente Neda og familien hjem dersom
de kom i regjering. Men slik ble det ikke.
Asylamnestiet den nye regjeringen har
lovet for asylbarna vil heller ikke gjelde for
Neda og familien, siden de allerede er sendt
ut. Deres sjanse er nå at Oslo tingrett vil gi
dem medhold i at UNEs vedtak om utvisning ikke er gyldig.
Når saken kommer opp i Oslo tingrett

English Synopsis: Per Sandberg, the Vice President
of the Progress Party, has announced that he will step
down in the spring.

I en fersk rapport fra World Economic
Forum kommer det fram at norske kvinner
er verdens tredje mest likestilte.
Ifølge den sveitsiske rapporten er Island
verdens mest likestilte land. Finland kommer på andreplass, og mens Norge får tredjeplass, følges vi tett av svenskene som går
av med fjerdeplassen. I rapporten har 136 av
verdens 193 blitt vurdert.
I rapporten har landene blitt vurdert ut
fra følgende fire kriterier: økonomisk deltagelse og muligheter, utdanning, politisk innflytelse og helse.
Helt nederst på lista ligger Jemen.
Nadia Al-Sakkaf som er redaktør for
Yemen Times sier til BBC at hun har sluttet
å telle år landet har fått bunnplassering på
lista.
– Vi hadde tre kvinner som stilte som
presidentvalget i 2006, og vi har mange
kvinner i ledende stillinger, sier hun.
– Men vårt nivå av mødredødelighet er
svært høy, og 35 prosent av jentene i alderen
6-14 år går ikke på skolen, tilføyer hun.
13 av de 20 høyest rangerte landene er
europeiske. USA ligger på 23. plass på lista.

Foto: Terje Bringedal / VG
Neda og søsknenes tilknytning til Norge måtte vike for
innvandringsregulerende hensyn. Fra venstre Zoher
(4), Neda (12), Dima (8), Nael (10).

tirsdag og onsdag neste uke skal Neda
forklare seg via videolink fra den norske
ambassaden i hovedstaden Amman.
– Jeg synes ikke det er skummelt å
snakke med dommeren, men jeg er veldig
redd for at svaret blir nei.
Advokat Arild Humlen skal føre saken
for familien i Oslo tingrett tirsdag og onsdag 5. – 6. november. Retten skal ta opp
gyldigheten av UNEs beslutning om å nekte familien opphold i Norge – og sentralt i
saken står hensynet til barnas beste og innvandringsregulerende hensyn.
English Synopsis: Asylum child Neda, whose family
was sent out of Norway and back to Jordan in June,
will be able to speak to a judge about coming back
home to Norway.
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News

Youth penalty Preikestolen’s best year
Should punishments be
strengthened for repeat
youth offenders?

This year, the tourist
attraction had a record
number of visitors

Norway Post

Kelsey Larson

Managing Editor

Minister of Justice Anders Anundsen
supports the introduction of a new youth
penalty in 2014. The purpose is to strengthen
the punishment for repeat criminals between
15 and 18 years old.
So far in October, an average of four
robberies per day have been reported in the
capital. Many of the offenders are teenagers, and police say that they often feel helpless when dealing with young criminals that
can’t simply be put into custody.
“The goal is to get the offenders out of
circulation. For the youngest, those between
15 and 18 years old, we want to introduce a
separate youth penalty,” Anundsen explains.

See > penalty, page 15

Preikestolen, or Pulpit Rock, is one of
Norway’s most visited tourist attractions.
The flat-topped cliff over Lysefjorden in
Ryfylke and Rogaland, near Stavanger on
the West Coast of Norway attracts visitors
from around the world each year, who climb
up at their own risk; no fencing surrounds
the sheer edge, which plunges down nearly
2,000 feet to the water below.
Last year, the attraction claimed 170,000
visitors. This year, at the beginning of the
summer, it seemed possible that it would
break 200,000 visitors. Now, the count is at
205,000.
“205,000 visitors is an absolutely
amazing figure,” said a happy Audun

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
Preikestolen (Pulpit Rock), a beatiful vista 2,000
feet above Lysefjord in Western Norway.

Norway Post
Syrian chemical warfare agents will not
be destroyed in Norway, Foreign Minister
Børge Brende has announced. He said the
decision was made after close consultations
between the U.S. and Norway.
Brende said the considerations had taken place in a constructive and positive atmosphere, and that the two countries have come
to the joint understanding that Norway is not
the most suitable location for this destruction.
He added that the Norwegian authorities
have given serious and thorough consideration to the request from the U.S. to assist

Key policy rate remains unchanged

Norway Post

Chemical weapons dumped off the
Norwegian coast

in the destruction of Syrian chemical warfare
agents.

See > weapons, page 15

See > law, page 7

God Jul

The costs of building private homes in
Norway have sky-rocketed the last few
years. The reason is increased bureaucracy
and new state regulations, according to
the building industry. The latest technical
spesifications demand that all new
lodgings must be designed for the use
of wheelchairs. Other areas that result in
higher costs are new restrictions on energy
consumption, noise level and ventilation.
Construction company Selvåg Bolig is
of the opinion that the new demands
introduced over the past six years have
made a 70-meter-squared apartment
nearly NOK 650,000 more expensive for
the buyer.
(Norway Post / NRK)

New Minister of Justice
wants to revisit anti-terror
laws that were introduced
this summer

See > best, page 13

The new Minister of Justice Anders Anundsen (The Progress Party / FrP) wants a
new evaluation of the anti-terror laws that
were introduced this summer.
“I have asked that the Ministry takes
another look at this,” says Anundsen. His
statements suggest that he questions the content of the new laws that were passed by the
former government only a few months ago.
The current minister of defense says
that he is concerned that the framework of
the terror laws is not adjusted to meet the demands of a new situation.
“Therefore it is important that we take a

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
Børge Brende, the newly appointed Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

Higher home building costs

The Executive Board of the Norwegian
Central Bank (Norges Bank) has decided
to keep the key policy rate unchanged
at 1.5 percent. “Inflation in September
was lower than expected, but at the same
time the krone has depreciated since the
previous monetary policy meeting. In other
respects, economic developments both in
Norway and abroad have been broadly in
line with expectations. The key policy rate
has therefore been kept unchanged,” says
Governor Øystein Olsen. Growth among
Norway’s main trading partners as a
whole is fairly low, approximately in line
with Norges Bank’s projections.
(Norway Post)

Rake, CEO of the Pulpit Rock Foundation
and Lysefjord Development to Stavanger
Aftenblad. “We have a destination that is
invaluable for the tourism industry in the

No-go on Syrian weapons Upgrade to law
The new Foreign Minister
has determined that
Norway cannot destroy
Syria’s chemical weapons

This week in brief

Following WWII, the allied forces were
permitted to dump more than 160,000 tons
of German chemical weapons in Skagerrak,
around 50 km. off the Norwegian coast. It
is believed that 36 German vessels loaded
with bombs and grenades armed with gas
were sunk in these waters, but the exact
location for some of them is uncertain. The
authorities now plan to survey the waters,
to pinpoint the location of the wrecks, and
to establish a more exact no-fishing zone
than the one now in force. Experts believe
it is too risky to move the chemicals, as the
containers are badly damaged and the risk
to salvage personnel would be too great.
(Norway Post / NRK)
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Business
Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(Oct. 28, 2013)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

norwegian american weekly

5.9020
5.4111
6.3395
1.0443
0.7254

Winners

Losers

Name		

NOK

Change

Biotec Pharmacon
REC Solar
ContextVision
Namsos Traffikselskap
IGE Resources

7.55
70.0
14.9
173
0.36

22.76%
11.55%
7.19%
6.13%
5.88%

Name

DiaGenic
Methus Sparebank
Høland og Setskog Sparebank

Wentworth Resources
Songa Offshore

NOK

Change

3.20 -28.09%
120 -12.09%
70.25 -9.94%
3.90 -9.30%
5.94 -8.62%

Promising market
The booming medical technology industry promises
opportunity for the world and for Norway

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

Be our friend on Facebook!
Our Facebook page has over 1700 likes! Are you one of them?

facebook.com/naweekly

2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

Featuring great Nordic products
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Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
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Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com

L EWIS O. T I T LA N D
C erti fi ed P u b lic A c c o u n t a n t

(206) 7 8 9 -5 4 3 3

221 1 st A v e . W . St e . 4 0 0
S e a t tl e , W A 9811 9

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Small businesses
Individuals
Specialized Assistance

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care Insurance
Should you consider it?
Call me for honest straightforward advice.

(206)362-5913

www.obergltc.com

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2501 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Photo: Ravn Studio / Facebook
St. Olav’s hospital in Trondheim is part of the Trondheim Helseklynge.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

There is a highly globalized market for
medical technology providing enormous opportunities. The market is growing and with
a great potential for about 200 Norwegian
companies. Only ten of them have more than
100 employees. GE Healthcare is the largest
with about 900 employees. The sector provides 5,000 jobs. The companies are in the
segments of medical devices, welfare technological equipment, diagnostics and surveillance, eHealth and bioinformation. Medical devices is the largest group covering active implantable devices, hospital hardware,
dental devices, electro mechanical medical
devices, non-active implantable devices,
ophthalmic and optical devices, wound care,
and anesthetics and respiratory devices.
Two-thirds of the Medtech companies
are in a start-up or growth phase, and most
of them face significant problems when it
comes to financing. Norway ranks low in
terms of access to risk capital. Medtech clusters are becoming attractive hubs for creative
knowledge and skills network, opening for
access to customer’s through test bed and
commercial platform and activities, and
counseling on financing. According to a report from MENON they appear to be especially important for SMEs on Medtech.
The field covers many cluster organizations. These cover an increasing number of
companies in the sector, there is still a large
number of Medtech firms that do not engage
in cluster cooperation. Many realize that the

industry thrives from strong clusters of companies and R&D-institutions that locate together in knowledge intensive locations. The
successful development of the Pharma sector
in the Boston area, and the Medtech sector in
the larger Minneapolis area are popular examples for us in Norway.
In Norway, the largest cluster within
medical technology is Oslo Medtech. This
is a cluster of companies, hospitals, finance knowledge and research institutions
on medical technology and e-Health. With
more than 140 members they cover a large
part of the medical technology and eHealth
industry. Arena Helseinnovasjon is a network that works towards new solutions to
meet the challenges in an aging population.
MedITNor is a Medtech and ICT-network
with businesses from all over the country.
Trondheim Helseklynge is a collaboration
project between the regional university hospital, local public sector, R&D-institutions
and Trondheim industry chamber. Oslo Cancer Cluster has members from the whole oncology value chain. The cluster is dedicated
to accelerate the development of new cancer
diagnostics and medicine. Med Coast Scandinavia has the aim to strengthen the biomedical sector in the Gøteborg-Oslo region.
IKT-Grenland is an ICT cluster with health
related activities.
There is a potential for improving industry performance through wider cluster coverage!

Business News & Notes
Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

Nordic Hotel Billionaire Returns to Scene of
Biggest Failure

Billionaire Petter A. Stordalen, Scandinavia’s
biggest hotel owner, says the one time in his
career that he did everything wrong ended up
being a lesson in how to protect his fortune.
The Norwegian national, who won a reputation for building his hotel empire at breakneck
speed last decade, learned his lesson after rushing into the Danish market. He lost 800 million
kroner ($133 million) from 2000 to 2011 fol-

lowing a property bust that forced him to sell
all 12 hotels there. He has now returned to the
scene, cherry picking two hotels in Copenhagen. “Last time we did business in Denmark
we did everything wrong,” Stordalen, 50, said
in interview over breakfast at The Thief, his
newest six-star hotel in Oslo. “I expanded too
fast. This time we do it differently with brands
that are better defined, stronger management
and a plan to stay only in Copenhagen.”
(Bloomberg)
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Research & Education

More knowledge

Norway is becoming more and more knowledge-intensive
Jorunn Voll / Else Lie

Research Council of Norway
This year’s indicators report makes it
clear that society both in Norway and globally is becoming more and more knowledgeintensive. Education, research and innovation are on the rise in many parts of the
world.
The extensive presentation of statistics
and indicators found in the 2013 Report on
Science and Technology Indicators for Norway offers a valuable framework for viewing
Norwegian research and innovation, complete with commentary and analysis, also in
an international perspective.
“On the international front, it is especially interesting to see that strong investment in
research in the emerging economies is shifting the balance of activity among countries
and parts of the world,” says Director General of the Research Council Arvid Hallén.
The U.S. is still the dominant research
nation, accounting for one-third of all research and development activity worldwide.
However, the global strength is being redistributed. Among other things, the BRICS
countries are stepping up their level of activity, with China leading the way.
“The indicators report shows that global development is exerting a stronger and
stronger influence on Norwegian research.
Norwegian research groups must seize the
opportunities that are opening up, and Norway must solidify its position as an attractive research and innovation nation,” says
Mr. Hallén.
Norway’s overall R&D expenditure as a
percentage of GDP was 1.7 percent in 2011
– a level that has remained relatively stable
for the past 20 years.
Norway thus ranks below the average
for the OECD countries, the EU and the
world as a whole. However, this modest
ranking is largely due to the fact that Norway

has one of the world’s highest GDPs. When
expenditures for research and innovation are
measured per capita, Norway moves to the
upper end of the list.
The indicator report shows that energy,
ICT and health research comprise the key
areas of focus for Norwegian research. The
ICT field is still the largest by far. Here, the
industrial sector accounts for 80 percent of
the total volume, whereas in energy-related
research the independent research institutes
together with the industrial sector are the
dominant actors. The strong investment in
health research is financed via basic funding
allocated to the universities and health trusts,
in addition to funding for individual projects.
“Changes in research and development
do not take place from day to day or year
to year. The trends emerge over time – the
indicators report makes this clear,” states Mr.
Hallén. “We know we have to plan in a longterm perspective if we are to elicit change,
and that both the business sector and society
as a whole are dependent on strong, longterm initiatives.”
“In the new white paper on research
published earlier this year, the Storting supports the Government’s proposal to draw
up a long-term plan for research and higher
education. Now a change to a conservative
government is in the offing. I expect the
new government will follow up the proposal
to promote a longer view in Norwegian research and innovation policy,” concludes the
Director General.
For the complete indicators report,
visit http://www.forskningsradet.no/en. An
abridged English version of the report containing selected information tailored to an
international audience will be published in
November of 2013.
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The Ola Nordmann Goes West project team is looking at how the information
uncovered by genealogists can benefit traditional history and their first topic is 19thcentury Norwegian immigration to the US.
Using cutting-edge virtual world technology
they have reconstructed a fictitious peasant’s, the generic Ola Nordmann, journey
from his home in Western Norway to New
York and are encouraging people to engage
with history in a different manner than they
are used to.
Virtual worlds (of which Second Life
is the best-known, though many others exist) are immersive environments where
virtual beings, so-called avatars, can roam
freely and interact with each other and the
surroundings. The virtual world of Ola Nordmann has been specifically constructed to
animate a historical event, the momentous
journey of thousands of Norwegians, but it’s
also a social space where people can meet
and share memories about how and why
their ancestors came across from Norway.
By being able to relive something that normally comes across as static, the Ola Nordmann team hopes people will realise that the
practicalities of the migration journey, which
might seem unimportant in the grand scheme
of things, are actually really significant if we
are to understand the physical and mental
hardship they went through.
The virtual world is more than just a
historical exhibition. It is an experiment designed to see if it can change the way history
is usually written with no emphasis on the
little man or woman who is also experiencing history as it unfolds. And this is where
family history is invaluable. Professional
historians do not have the time or resources
to research all these individual “micro-histories” (even though some of them are genuinely interested), and there is no central repository where these stories can be collected.
Genealogy sites online offer the functionality to create a family tree using their bespoke
software and have recently started offering
personal pages where the family tree can
“come alive” through the addition of images, recordings and historical anecdotes. But

Photo: Louise Sorensen
An exhibition showcases the “Ola Nordmann”
project.

what if you are not a subscriber to this site?
What if you are more of a story-teller than
a stickler for dates of births, marriages and
deaths? Where do you go then?
In Ola Nordmann’s virtual world it
doesn’t matter if you are not entirely sure
about the facts. You can share as much or
as little as you know and that information is
then used to add virtual objects, short personal sketches and original photographs.
Even if you haven’t researched your family history before, you might find that, as
you walk around the virtual world, other
people’s contributions jig something in your
memory and a long forgotten family tale is
suddenly remembered. This story can then
conveniently be dropped in one the many
mailboxes placed at regular intervals along
the journey and will within a matter of days
feature inside the virtual world.
This is an open-ended history of Norwegian immigration to America in the 19th
century. One based less on historical accuracy (the history books have already done that
job) and much more on seeing this phenomenon through the eyes of those from the past
who don’t usually have a voice in history.
If you have anything to contribute or are
just curious, visit www.olanordmann.co.uk.

Good things happen
when good people
come together
From protecting families’ futures to
building homes with families in need,
we’re helping people be wise with
money. We’re inspiring them to live
generously. And we’re strengthening
communities—together.
Wouldn’t you like to share all that
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has to
offer with your family and friends? You
can! Ask your financial representative to
contact them today.

For additional important disclosure information,
please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
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< spying
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friends, one should not monitor each other.
Monitoring and terrorism prevention are important parts of what we do in the world, but
not between friends.”
Solberg feels that the focus of collecting
various data concerning the prevention of
terror attacks should always be within legal
limits.
Norway’s former foreign minister Jonas Gahr Støre agrees that it is unacceptable
for allies to monitor each other but adds his
opinion that it is naïve to think that Norwegian politicians have not been monitored, not
only by the U.S. but other nations as well.
When asked about pursuing investigations in surveillance at the U.S. Embassy in
Norway, Solberg told NRK that the former
government under Jens Stoltenberg worked
via the Justice Department with the U.S. Justice officials to uncover the most information
on the matter. Work continues in looking into
what has actually happened with the surveillance and will make sure the government has
contacts and knowledge of the ins and outs
of the surveillance.
Former Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg
has commented that he does not believe the
U.S. tapped into his phone line. Yet for security reasons, Stoltenberg never discussed
sensitive information by phone or email.
Stoltenberg has also told NRK that he has
no reason to believe that there has been any
unlawful surveillance by the U.S. in their affairs in Norway.
So should Solberg and Norway trust
what the U.S. tells them about this specific
surveillance? According to NRK, Solberg
stated that she does not want to say that Norway cannot trust the U.S., assuring that there
is good intelligence cooperation with the
U.S. and several other countries.
Other European leaders are outraged at
the thought that their phone calls or emails
could have been monitored by the U.S., most
specifically France, Germany and Spain.
“It really isn’t enough to be outraged,”
said German Justice Minister Sabine Leutheusser-Schnarrenberge to a local newspaper.
“This would be a signal that something can
happen and make clear to the Americans that
the (EU’s) policy is changing.”
The United States claims its surveillance is strictly for foiling terrorist plots.

Don’t
forget...
To check out our newly
redesigned website!

Visit www.
NorwegianAmerican
Weekly.com

On the EDGE

An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!

Tales from the Oil Patch: A Conflict
By Larrie Wanberg

When water bubbles up from the arm of government or an assembly of riences are stored), museums (where hisground naturally, it is called a wellspring concerned citizens that are “lobbying” for torical, heritage and cultural associations
preserve artifacts) and parks (where comor an artisan well and the landowner most response by local governance?
The issue at hand is more compli- munities share family times to relax and
often cheers.
When oil percolates from the land in cated by jurisdictional boundaries and enjoy nature and wildlife, or memorialize
the Bakken Field, alarms go off and con- sovereignty. The Mandan Hidatsa Arikara their honored heroes).
flict among people and groups surfaces Nation of the Three Affiliated Tribes, with
As an educator, I do not see any reponce again.
980,00 acres at the treaty-designated Ft. resentation of the above grass-root infraIn the Oil Patch, a series of recent Berthold Reservation, is at the heart of the structures on the proposed committee.
As a lifelong learner, my favorite meoil spills, although relatively small, have Bakken Field.
dia on the Web is the www.Ted.
brought the issue to the public
com series (stands for Technolotable over a key question – How
gy Education and Design), where
do you balance the individual
leaders in fields with fresh ideas
rights of landowners who have
are given a 15-minute videoed
mineral rights in hand and a governmental responsibility to proopportunity to present their ideas
tect the rights of collective citito a live audience.
zens from exploitation for future
In this case, I propose an invited random audience of high
generations.
school and college students to
It is a balance between
hear a presenter, who is a reprewhat’s “right” to do and what
sentative member of the “places”
one’s “rights” are?
committee, and interact live in
It used to be rather simple
valid discussion. This video is
when the family farm existed
then posted on a dedicated Webin homesteading days, as three,
sometimes four generations, of
Photo: Ole Jørgen Bratland / Statoil ASA site that is accessible by a smart
phone to anyone, anywhere, any
family members sat around the The Oil Patch – Williston, N.D.
time.
table and expressed their opinions of how to do things. The
Thereafter, I’m suggesting
family joined like-minded groups in the
In addition, there are environment creating a couple of chairs on the commitcommunity and a culture of common val- groups, special interest lobbies, and a host tee for youth inputs. After all, they repreues and beliefs surrounded them (except of associations that want a voice in energy sent more of a deep-root why such a comwhen they raised cattle and a neighbor production, benefits and enabling policies. mittee should exist.
It is an age-old conflict that is being
began raising sheep). Diversity within a
Editorials “slice and dice” the issues – some artfully and with compel- threshed out in media in new ways – blogs,
small community then was rare.
Today, media tends to become this ling points-of -view – and politicians take editorials, twitter, online communities,
round table and the boundaries have ex- sides in advancing their agendas. Howev- Webinars and maybe even something like
tended beyond the “homestead” to cross er, committees seldom are truly represen- a “TED” approach to designing a state’s
state boundaries, jurisdictions and even an tative and infrequently reach consensus, future. New media is an “open” way to go
only majority. Talk shows tend to be ver- forward productively to preserve our asInternational border to Canada.
A potential solution is evolving in bal treadmills of controversy, in my view, sets across changing borders.
Two of President John F. Kennedy’s
North Dakota by creating an “extraordi- and radio or TV news reporting is usually
nary list” of places that are considered to limited to a few sound bytes and/or visual words of wisdom to our nation, over 50
be hallowed, historical or heritage-valued commentary.
years ago, were “Our nation’s children are
for preservation.
No simple answer will be forthcom- our greatest asset” and “Wisdom is the
A committee of ten representatives of ing. But I doubt much gain will come from child of experience.”
different interests is being assembled in a committee of ten that lacks grass-root
N.D. to deal with these issues and create representation where the issues are eman agreeable policy for energy develop- bedded and eventually are preserved in the
ment within the state.
infrastructure of small rural towns where
Larrie Wanberg is the author of the
However, this effort is being criti- landowners and their youth assemble.
Norwegian American Weekly’s current
cized in social media as in violation of
These “extraordinary” places from
column, “Tales from the Oil Patch,” exstate law for “open” meetings – the ques- my study of rural communities are librarploring issues relating to the Bakken Oil
tion, in essence, is such a committee an ies (where knowledge and stories of expePatch in North Dakota.
The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is
not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

< success
From page 1

el, which was awarded the prestigious Riverton Prize for Best Norwegian crime novel of
the year, was quickly picked up by the New
York Times and several other American publications. The New York Times praises Sundstøl for successfully portraying the “wonders
in America’s own backyard.”

Set on the rugged north shore of Lake
Superior, The Land of Dreams tells the story
of Lance Hansen, a U.S. Forest Service officer and the grandson of Norwegian immigrants. Hanson has a nearly all-consuming
passion for local genealogy and history, but
his quiet routines are shattered one morning
when he comes upon the body of a murdered
Norwegian tourist on the shore of Lake Superior.

Sundstøl wrote the trilogy after living
on the north shore of Lake Superior for two
years with his wife. The remaining novels in
the trilogy – Only the Dead and The Ravens
– are both forthcoming from the University
of Minnesota Press.
Sundstøl is currently living in Norway,
but he was recently in the U.S. for his Minnesota Book Tour October 15 – 20th.

Subscribe to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Call (800) 305-0217 or visit NorwegianAmericanWeekly.com/Subscribe
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Letters to the Editor
Do you have something to say?
Write to us at Norwegian American Weekly, Letter to the Editor, 7301 Fifth Avenue
NE, Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115, or email us at naw@norway.com, subject line
Letter to the Editor. Letters may be edited for style, clarity or length.

Dear Editor,
I saw with interest the photo from Stein
Pedersen in the last issue of your newspaper.
I have a very similar wall hanging that was
embroidered, I was told, in 1905, to celebrate Norway’s independence from Sweden.
I found it in an old antique shop in Arendal
in southern Norway many years ago and I
have it framed, hanging in my house. I have
attached a picture of my wall hanging. It is
quite large, 29” wide x 37 1/2” tall. I am
sorry the picture is a bit blurred, I could not
get it better due to the glare of light from one
of the windows.
Sincerely,
Ase Bence
San Marcos, Calif.

< law

From page 3

look at this so that we can improve the legislation,” Anundsen says.
Several other critics also voiced their
opinion when the former government passed
the new terror laws this summer, including
leader of the Liberal Left Party, Trine Skei

Han Ola og Han Per
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Dear Editor,
I am writing regarding the article in the
Norwegian American Weekly, dated October
4th, 2013, by Andrew Saur.
The article was well written and interesting, and I just would like to mention that
it was the Leif Erikson Association of Los
Angeles, Calif., that started the final work
to get the Congress of the United States to
authorize the President of The United States
of America to proclaim October 9th as Leif
Erikson Day.
The Leif Erikson Association Inc. of
Los Angeles was incorporated in the state of
California on December 26th, 1952.
In 1958 the association initiated a program of securing petitions from organizations of American citizens to commemorate
a Leif Erikson Day.
The association collected the petitions
from Scandinavian organizations, such as
the Danish, Norwegian, Icelandic, Finnish
and Swedish clubs.
Our first Research Director was Enoch
Nordahl, and he brought us a list of 98 references to Leif Erikson.
After Enoch Nordahl’s death in 1960,
Alf Dahl became Chairman of our Leif Erikson Day Committee.
Alf Dahl spent years of intense work
with the aid of several Association members
in Los Angeles preparing the brochure and
its distribution of the petitions to The Congress of The United States of America.
Dr. O.G. Landsverk, our Research Director from 1961, headed the 18-month national drive with the assistance of several
members of the Leif Erikson Association in
Los Angeles.
Many letters were sent to various senators and representatives in Washington.
Through the persistence of Dr. Landsverk, many local, state and national politi-

cians were contacted, informed, and persuaded to recognize Leif Erikson’s Discovery of North America.
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey of Minnesota, after assuring Dr. Landsverk of his
support, became particular instrumental in
the final adoption of the Association’s original proposal.
S.J. Resolution 76 was introduced in the
Senate by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey and
three others on May 1, 1964, which is the
date that Representative John A. Blatnik and
nine others introduced H. J. Resolution 393
in the House of Representatives.
The Sons of Norway Committee, headed by John Kaare Hagen contributed to the
action in the House of Representives on August 17, 1964.
During the Senate’s consideration at the
joint resolution, Senator Humphrey stated:
“Passage by the Senate of the joint resolution
authorizing the president to proclaim October 9th of each year as Leif Erikson Day will
constitute long-overdue recognition of this
courageous Norseman who first explored the
North American Continent.”
On September 2nd 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the first Leif Erikson
Day proclamation.
I thought it would be proper to give recognition to The Leif Erikson Association of
Los Angeles and all the hardworking people
that were involved with the establishment of
the Leif Erikson Day.
Note: The Leif Erikson Association of
Los Angeles was dissolved as of January
8th, 1996.

Grande.
The Data Protection Authority, The
Center for Human Rights and the judicial
community at the University of Bergen were
concerned about the impact the new laws
would have on people’s privacy rights.
“All these aspects will be evaluated,”
says Anundsen. Although he says it is a pri-

oritized task, he cannot give a specific date
for when the government expects the conclusion to be ready.
“First we need to get the academic basis
and find out what our options are, then we
will make a political evaluation,” the minister explains.

Sincerely,
Odd R. Galschiodt
Former Treasurer / Secretary
Garden Grove, Calif.
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Taste of Norway

A comforting sip
A delicious warm drink with espresso, apple syrup and
foamed milk: perfect for a cold November evening

Are you an Internet addict?

Check out the Weekly’s redesigned website
w w w . n o r w e g i a n a m e r i c a n w e e k l y. c o m

Don’t forget about our Facebook
page!
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / n awe e k l y

Attention, Lutefisk Lovers!
Do you have a lutefisk dinner coming up this fall?
Contact us with the event information for our event calendar!
Email naw@norway.com or call (800) 305-0217.

the

Hearthstone

Photo: Tine.no
Have this satisfying, rich coffee drink in place of a slice of Norwegian apple cake for dessert.

Apple Cake Coffee
Kaffe à la Eplekake
One or two shots of espresso
Milk
Apple syrup
Brown sugar

Welcome to the Neighborhood!

Cinnamon
Whipped Cream
Dried apples (garnsih)

First, make the espresso. Add the apple syrup and pour it in glass. Steam or heat and whisk
the milk into an airy milk foam and pour gently over the espresso mixture. Sprinkle with
brown sugar and cinnamon. Top it off with a layer of whipped cream for extra goodness.
Apple syrup can be bought at certain stores, but you can also make it yourself. Tine.no recommends caramelizing sugar in a frying pan on medium heat until it becomes reddish, then
pouring apple cider over it and letting it boil until it thickens.
You can make dried apples yourself, too, but this process has to be completed ahead of time!
Cut the apples into thin slices and place on a baking tray covered with baking paper. Bake in
the oven at 200 degrees for about 1 ½ hours. Lower the temperature to 100 degrees and bake
for approx. 8 hours or until apple slices are dry. Turn the apple slices occasionally.

the

Hearthstone
Retirement Living
at Seattle’s Green Lake

6720 E Green Lake Way N
Seattle, WA 98103
www.hearthstone.org

(206) 517-2213

|
Attention bakers! Next week, we’ll be starting our traditional “Syv Slags Kaker” (Seven
Types of Christmas Cookies” column here on the Taste of Norway page. This Norwegian
tradition demands that each baker make at least seven types of cookies to prepare for Christmas. Are you a baker with a favorite Norwegian-inspired Christmas cookie recipe? Please
email kelsey@norway.com to submit your recipe to the newspaper! We’d love to hear from
you.
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Learning aboard
Did you know that the Norwegian tall ship Sørlandet
also acts as a floating international classroom?
Ken Nordan
Batavia, Ill.

Last seen in Chicago at the 1933 Century of Progress Exposition, the former Norwegian school ship Sørlandet appeared in the
“Tall Ships Chicago 2013” event during the
week of August 8 – 11. Sørlandet, built in
1927 and based in Kristiansand, is the oldest of the three Norwegian Tall Ships and the
oldest full rigged ship in the world still in operation. Sørlandet also took part in the 100th
Anniversary of the Statue of Liberty in New
York City in 1986.
Today, the SS Sørlandet is still performing its mission as a school ship, but in
a slightly different way. Originally built as
a vital part in the education of young seamen from the southern region of Norway,
she is currently on hire to the Canadian organization “Class Afloat,” a private boarding school in Canada. Inspired by the United
Nations’ “International Youth Year,” West
Island Colleges’ “Class Afloat” program has
helped over 1,500 high school students earn
semester credit and diplomas while aboard
the sailing classroom.
The Chicago area Norwegian community took special interest in Sørlandet while

she was in Chicago. On various days Viking
reenactors could be seen around the ship informing Tall Ship enthusiasts about the “Viking,” a Viking ship replica built in Norway
sailed to Chicago for the 1893 Columbian
Exposition. Several other Norwegian groups
including the Norwegian American Chamber of Commerce and the Chicago Torske
Klub enjoyed tours and evening celebrations
aboard Sørlandet.
Sørlandet and its international crew
made up of professional sailors and Class
Afloat students will be sailing along the
Northwest African coast and the Caribbean
Sea for its Fall 2013 through Spring 2014
season before returning to its home in Kristiansund, Norway. Internet users can follow
the ship’s route, read the captain’s log and
learn more about the non-profit foundation
that administers the ship by visiting the
ship’s website at fullriggeren-sorlandet.no/
en.

Photos courtesy Ken Nordan and Class Afloat
Above: students in the rigging of the Sørlandet as part of Class Afloat. Below, left to right: David
Jones, President Class Afloat; Paul S. Anderson, Honorary Consul General Chicago; Lindy Anderson; Donald Hoganson; Captain Sture Erichsen, Størlandet.

More information about Class Afloat
and its international educational opportunities can be found at www.classafloat.com.

Oldtidskolleksjon
The Ancient Collection

Sarpsborg, Norway’s
unique millenium fashion wear!
A collection that celebrates Sarpsborg’s ancient
Viking history
•
Detailed design emulates Sarpsborg’s ancient
fortress artifacts and rock carvings
•
Knitted by Dale of Norway in soft, warm high
quality Norwegian wool
Norwegian
heritage with a
modern motif by
M.E.R. Design

A unique gift
for you or a
cherished friend
or family member

Cardigan: Unisex, Heather Gray: XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL ($429)
Pullover: Unisex, Heather Gray: XS, S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL ($379)

To order, e-mail info@ingebretsens.com
or call 1(800)279-9333
As seen in the Norwegian American Weekly!
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Roots & Connections

Quiz:

Norwegian American Weekly

Photo of the Week

How well do you know Norway?
This year, NRK is releasing a reality TV series called “Norsk Nok?” (“Norwegian Enough?”) that aims to showcase “the New Norway.” It will bring together eight Norwegians from the Oslo area, all with different ethnic and cultural
backgrounds, who will all live together before becoming observers to each
other’s lives. In anticipation of the new show, this quiz appeared on NRK.no.
So, without further ado: how well do you know Norway? Answers on page 15.

Photo submitted by Norm Jensen

“On my trip to Norway July 2012 I came upon this wonderful painting hanging on the
wall of the Holmenkollen Restaurant, Bergen. As an artist myself I not only admire the art
work but the feeling it gives. After reading the book “Birkebeiner,” it all fit together. The book
is written by Jeff Foltz and takes place in Norway 1203. I recommend reading this book, for it
is riveting and packed with adventure. Thanks to the Norwegian American Weekly for making
me aware of this publication, and to my daughter for taking me to Norway as a Christmas gift
and taking this photo.”

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?

1

What is Norway’s national dish?
A. Kjøttkaker
B. Pinnekjøtt
C. Fårikål

7

What percentage of Norway’s
population are Muslim?
A. 2 – 4 percent
B. 9 – 11 percent
C. 18 – 20 percent

2

Could King Harald go to jail?
A. Yes, just like any other person in
society.
B. Only if he has killed someone
C. No, he cannot be sentenced

8

3

What is a samosa?
A. A Brazilian dance that has become popular throughout South
America
B. A Muslim wedding
C. A fried pie that is popular in India, Pakistan and Somalia

What does the Norwegian word
“ferist” refer to?
A. Another word for tourist
B. A plastic boat with a particularly
narrow hull
C. A barrier near the road that prevents animals from crossing

9

How many kommuner (counties)
are there in Norway?
A. 381
B. 428
C. 489

4

From which countries did the
most immigrants come to Norway
in 2012?
A. Sweden, Syria and Somalia
B. Poland, Lithuania and Sweden
C. Sweden, Pakistan and the former Yugoslavia

10

9,900 Norwegian citizens moved
to other countries in 2012. To
which countries did the majority
move?
A. Thailand, Spain and France
B. Spain, Sweden and the U.S.
C. Sweden, Denmark and the U.K.

5

What is in a traditional Norwegian
“brun saus” (brown sauce)?
A. Meat broth, cream, cornstarch
and nutmeg
B. Browned butter, flour, broth,
salt and pepper
C. Broth, batter, milk, brown
cheese, lingonberries, salt, ground
cloves and caramelized sugar

11

What are Norway’s three biggest
exports?
A. Oil / gas, fish and tree products
B. Oil / gas, machines / transport
items and metal
C. Oil / gas, clothes and rocks

12

What will Norway celebrate in
2014?
A. The 200-year anniversary of
the Constitution
B. 100 years since Norway got its
own King
C. 1000 years since the battle of
Stiklestad

Email naw@norway.com or mail your photo with photo credit and a caption.

Lena was visiting with her friend
Freda Tofteskov, who explained how
her husband Hjalmar had courted
her with a rather unusual marriage
proposal. Hjalmar told Freda that
if she married him, he would either
churn 10 pounds of butter, or write
her a poem. “I see,” said Lena, “So it
looks like you married him for butter
or verse.”

Ole and Lena

America’s favorite Norwegians!
3. november
Olaf Todal
Vista CA
Sidney Helvik
Big Timber MT
Edgar Johnson
Wheaton MN

1. november
Ralph Berke
Park Ridge IL
Alvilda Bruvik
Salem OR
Einar K Kloppedal
Madison WI
Egil I. Sleveland
Redmond WA
Sylvan Andrew Herset
Kila MT
Carol Billings
White Plains NY
Robert Bergesen
Middleburg VT
Richard Bergesen
Westchester PA
Armand Brastad
Williams Bay WI
2. november
Alfred Braaten
San Diego CA
Kari Kolseth Eaton
Shelton WA
Hans G. Simonson
Wilton WI
Joann Herset
Kalispell MT
John Jonassen
Stataen Island NY
Leif Richter Salvesen
Plano TX
Gaylon Greenhill
Whitewater WI

4. november
Peder Knudsen New Westminster BC Can
Else Breistein
Granada Hills CA
Lisbet Erlandsen
Mosjøen Norway
Carl Pederson
Williamsport MD
Kristine Sundem
Hills MN
Reidar Erga
Charlotte NC
Garry Bratland
Carstairs AB Can
Kjell Bjørge

5. november
Salt Lake City UT
7. november

Helga Myren
Stanley Helseth
Kay McLane

Alberta Can
Carpio ND
Willmar MN

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.
com. Birthdays must be submitted at least one
month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us!

6

How common is it for men and
women to split housework evenly
in Norway?
A. 25% of couples split evenly
B. 40% split evenly
C. 65% split evenly

Community Connections

Grat u l erer m ed D a g en !

Happy birthday /
engagement / etc!
Your name and
special message
here!
For more information,
call us at (800) 305-0217 or
email naw@norway.com.
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

Richard Rudolph Rolla

Reformation

September 14, 1930 – June 18, 2013
Richard Rudolph Rolla was born in Cumberland, Wis. on September 14, 1930 and
passed away on June 18th, 2013.
Dick was the son of Rudolph Oliver Rolla
and Evelyn Murial (Anderson) Rolla.
A graduate of Renton High School in
1948, Dick went on to attend the Washington
State College in Pullman, Wash. After two
½ years in college, he interrupted his Botany
studies by enlisting for three years in the military service. He went into the Army in January 1951 and was trained in Fort Sam Houston,
Texas Medical Field Service School to work on
a dental team. He was deployed to the Korean
War where he served in a MASH unit for one
year, and received an honorable discharge as
a Sergeant. Dick received the Korean Service
Medal with three bronze service stars, the National Defense Service medal and the United
Nations Service Medal. His interest in Asian
culture and cuisine started during this time.
After his return in January 1954, he and
his brother Ron drove in Dick’s Ford back to
Lawrence, Kansas where on June 18, 1954, he
married Norma Lea Stewart. Dick and Norma
returned to Seattle where Dick finished undergraduate studies and enrolled in the U of W
school of Dentistry. Shortly thereafter, Dick
and Norma had two children, daughters, Lea
Ann born on Sept. 30, 1955 and Trudy Carol
born October 1, 1956. After he graduated in
1958, as Dr. Rolla DDS, Dick became the dentist at the Rainier School for the severely handicapped in Buckley, Wash. He became a lecturer
in pedodontics in the UW School of Dentistry
in 1965. At the University of Washington CDMRC (Child Development and Mental Retardation Center) Dick taught doctoral, post doctoral and dental hygiene students how to work
with children who were mentally or physically
handicapped. He confided that the positions he
would have to assume to treat children was the
main cause for his back problems. After that he
was the dentist at Fircrest in Seattle, another
facility that has a population of physically and

mentally challenged children, a position he
held until his retirement. While he could have
gone into private practice, his entire career was
devoted to mentally and physically challenged
children and adults.
Dick had an artistic side, as well. He was
interested in many types of art, and created
photographs, drawings, watercolors and oil
paintings, as well as fiber art, such as weaving,
knitting and embroidery. His talent for the fine
detail work of the dentist carried over into one
of his favorite hobbies, wood carving. His interest in Northwest coast tribal culture shows
in the many fine pieces of totems, masks, and
figures he produced. He also carved Norwegian style Santa Claus and nisse (elves) which
reflected his pride in his Norwegian heritage.
Dick became a founding member of Sons of
Norway Roguedalen lodge in Medford, Ore.
and continued his membership throughout his
lifetime.
Another of his loves was that of singing.
He started singing in junior high school in
Renton and continued in his adult years in the
church choir, and with the Issaquah Singers,
until just a few years ago when he decided that
his voice was not “up to snuff.” He often was
called upon to entertain as part of an Issaquah
Singers concert by doing an imitation of Stan
Boreson and telling jokes and using his Norwegian accent.
Dick spent many hours with his flowers
in the yard of his home in Bellevue, continuing his interest in botany. The spring time show
of his many rhododendrons was something to
see. He started it by transplanting one of his
mother’s rhodies and it grew into an amazing
garden. He also used the back yard to fashion
many of his larger totem creations.
Dick is survived by his wife, Norma Lea
Rolla, his two daughters, Lea Ann Rolla, Trudy
Carol Rolla Polzin, his two grandsons, Alexander Rudolph Rolla Polzin, and Nicholas Leigh
Rolla Polzin and his brother Ronald Anderson
Rolla of Kennewick, Wash.

On my first Reformation Sunday at a
congregation I served in the early 70’s, I
was surprised when I entered the sanctuary to see a huge crowd. I had been at the
church for a few months, but I had never seen so many people in church. I was
thrilled to think that so many people knew
that it was Reformation Sunday and made
a special effort to be in church. Also on
that day, the Sunday School children sang
for the first time that fall. When the children came up to sing, I quickly realized
that the crowd in church was not the result
of Reformation Sunday. The good turnout
was the result of many proud parents coming to hear their little ones sing.
When I was a parish Pastor, I always
tried to do something special on reformation Sunday. One year I convinced my
brother to impersonate Martin Luther and

Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

God Jul
Special Offer!

Save
$14!

1937 – 2013

Johnson of Bournemouth, England at the Community Methodist Church in Wappingers Falls,
N.Y. Present at the wedding was the daughter
he adopted soon thereafter, Jacqueline Renee
Johansen. Roy and Doris enjoyed their 41
years together in Stormville, where she, Freckles (their Springer Spaniel) and Frack (their
cat) still reside. Doris is an active member of
the Hopewell Reformed Church where Roy
“checked the foundations” occasionally.
Roy became known as bestefar (Norwegian for Grandfather) in 1993 and again in
1994 when his surviving grandson, Richie R.
Hoffman and granddaughter, Heather R. Hoffman were born. Roy was a great friend to many,
perhaps non-more than his son-in-law, Randall
A. Hoffman. Doris, Alice, Jackie, Randy, Richie, Heather, Freckles and Frack all ask that,
should you desire to continue his legacy, please
send contributions to Castle Point VAMC for a
van in his memory (VA Hudson Valley Health
Care System, 41 Castle Point Road, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590) or Anderson Center for
Autism (PO Box 367, Staatsburg, NY 12580)
where his granddaughter, Heather, resides.

to interrupt my sermon for an in depth discussion about some of his key teachings.
Reformation Sunday will be celebrated
again this year on the last Sunday of October. Many congregations plan special
events and would be pleasantly surprised
to see a big crowd come out to remember
the work of Martin Luther and to recall the
beginning of the protestant reformation.
In the meantime, if you own a computer and use it to access the internet, look
up Martin Luther and the Protestant reformation. When I did a web search on Martin Luther, 156 million sites were identified in just .023 seconds. Why not go to a
few of these web sites and read up on the
man who had such a powerful effect upon
the whole church. If you do, you will be
amazed at the information you find on this
colorful and influential reformer.

The Scandinavian Hour

Captain Roy William Johansen
Roy was born in Brooklyn in 1937 to
Astrid Marie Lundberg and Hans Johansen of
Norway. He was the baby of the family and
now joins his deceased older brothers Andrew
and Bob. Alice Nyberg, his only sister, survives
him in Crugers, NY..
He grew up in Brooklyn, N.Y. but summered in the Hopewell Junction Community
of Hillside Lake. In April of 1954 he joined
the United States Navy where he served in active duty during the Korean War until March
of 1957. A benefit his family later felt during
his hospice time in the “Hero’s Harbor” unit of
the VA Medical Center at Castle Point. He was
given an honorable and dignified death there.
Roy received his High School Equivalence Diploma, Associates Degree in Sonar,
the National Defense Service Medal and Good
Conduct Medal during his years in the Navy.
He remained enamored by the sea and worked
tirelessly to receive his Captain’s license later
in life. The Naval honors granted him entry into
IBM’s employ in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. where he
met his second wife.
On Feb. 5, 1972 he married Doris May
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$45 for new U.S. subscriptions
$65 for Canada and $165 for Int’l
subscriptions

See page 3 for detaIlS

Christmas GreetinGs!
Purchase your space in our annual Christmas Greetings Issue

Name:_____________________________________________________
Message:___________________________________________________
City, State:______________________ Phone:______________________
Merry Christmas!

Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
staten island, n.Y.

$15 for small ad

God Jul og
Godt Nyttår til
alle venner!
Ola og Berit Nordmann
Blue mounds, Wis.

$25 for large ad

Deadline: DECEMBER 5 – mail this form today!
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Arts & Style

Calendar of Events A museum mystery
What’s going on in your neighborhood?
Maine

Julefest
Dec. 7
Brunswick, Maine

Maine Nordmenn #3-664 will hold their
annual Julefest on Saturday, December 7,
from noon until 4:00 p.m. at the Knights
of Columbus Hall, 2 Columbus Drive,
Brunswick. Come and enjoy a Norwegian julebord, desserts, Scandinavian
music by Warren Johnson, singing and
dancing around the tree, St. Lucia procession, visit from the Julenisse for the
kids, and a silent auction. Admission is
$10 for adults; 15 and under free. For directions, Google “Knights of Columbus,
Brunswick, ME.” For more information,
contact Gedske Szepsy at gszepsy@yahoo.com or (207) 215-6186. All are welcome.

Minnesota

Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast
Nov. 26
Bloomington, Minn.

The mission of the NATB is to bring together people of Nordic heritage and to
offer thanks for the privileges of freedom, faith, family and friends. Sons of
Norway founded the NATB in 1985.
This year’s program includes, Master of
Ceremonies Don Shelby, David Anderson, President of St. Olaf College, Brad
Hewitt, President and CEO of Thrivent
Financial, Ann Svennungsen, Bishop
of the Minneapolis Area Synod of the
ELCA and the St. Olaf Choir conducted
by Anton Armstrong. Event takes place
at the DoubleTree Hotel Ballroom, 7800
Normandale Blvd., Bloomington. Call
(612) 821-4640 or email: astoltenberg@
sofn.com.
Lutefisk Dinner
Nov. 23
Minneapolis, Minn.

A lutefisk and meatball dinner will be
held at Mindekirken in Minneapolis
(Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church)
on Sat., Nov. 23, 2013. Servings at 2, 4,
and 6 p.m. Tickets are $18 per adult, or
$7 children under 12 (under 5 are free).
Call (612) 874-0716 for reservations;
mail or credit card order accepted. Advance purchase recommended. For more
information, visit www.mindekirken.org.

New York

Scandinavian Holiday Fair
Nov. 9
Mahopac, N.Y.

Troll Lodge #3-476, Sons of Norway presents its Annual Scandinavian
Holiday Fair held at United Methodist Church, Mt. Hope Road & Rte 6 in
Mahopac, N.Y. Scandinavian vendors,
Scandinavian bakery. Homemade food
sold in our café for your enjoyment.
Fresh waffles made all day. Bring the
kids and come and enjoy and meet other
Scandinavians. For information and directions please call Kari Williams (914)

Author Kathleen Ernst’s new book “Heritage of Darkness”
set at Vesterheim Norwegian-American museum

736-0784 or email norway2@optonline.
net.

Washington

Annual Holiday Concert
Dec. 8
Seattle, Wash.

The Norwegian Ladies Chorus of Seattle
Annual Holiday Concert will take place
on Dec. 8 at Our Redeemers Lutheran
Church, 2400 NW 85th St., Seattle.
Guest Artists: The Norwegian Male Chorus, plus selections by violinist, David
Mixer. $12 Requested Donation at the
door; Children 12 & under are Free with
dessert reception following the concert.
For more information, call (206) 2825963.
Lutefisk Dinner
Nov. 24
Aberdeen, Wash.

Sunday, November 24, seatings at 2
p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m.: Grays Harbor Lodge
2-004 annual Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner in Aberdeen, Wash. Menu includes
lutefisk, meatballs and gravy, coleslaw,
potatoes, carrots, white sauce and melted
butter, lefse, beverages, and Scandinavian cookies for dessert. Price per person
TBD, children under 6, free. Reservations needed by calling Dixie at (360)
533-2827. Sons of Norway Hall, 717
Randall, Aberdeen, Wash.
Lutefisk Dinner
Dec. 7
Bothell, Wash.

Saturday, December 7, 2013, 12 Noon
– 6 p.m.: Bothell Lodge #2-106 annual
lutefisk and meatball dinner with boiled
potatoes, lefse, coleslaw, ice cream for
dessert, and a beverage. Free parking!
Sons of Norway Hall, 23905 Bothell-Everett Highway, Bothell. No reservations
required and you can buy your tickets
at the door! Tickets for adults are $20;
children ages 6-12 are $5, and children 5
and younger are free! For more info call
the lodge number at (425) 485-9085 or
check out Bothell’s website www.bothellsonsofnorway.org.
Scandinavian Christmas Bazaar
Dec. 7
Poulsbo, Wash.

Scandinavian Christmas Bazaar 4 p.m. –
6 p.m. and the Julefest celebration from
on the historic Poulsbo waterfront. Pea
soup and Viking Dogs will be served.
Lefse will be made on the spot to purchase. Baked goods booth, arts, crafts,
and gifts. Folkdancing by Poulsbo Leikarringen and singing by Vestre Sund
Mannskor. Horse and wagon rides on the
parkway. Christmas tree lighting by Miss
Poulsbo. Music by Vestre Sund Mannskor and North Kitsap High School band
and choir. Dancing around the Christmas
tree. Santa Claus arrives to close the
night! Hot chocolate, hot cider, hot dogs
for sale. Public welcome!

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Photos courtesy of Vesterheim
Left: the cover of Kathleen Ernst’s “Heritage of Darkness.” Right: Author Kathleen Ernst.

Special Release
Vesterheim

Award-winning author Kathleen Ernst
will sign her new book, “Heritage of Darkness,” at Vesterheim, the national Norwegian-American museum and heritage center,
on October 31, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the
Museum Store.
“We’re especially excited to invite
Kathleen Ernst to Vesterheim, because her
new mystery novel is set at the museum,”
said Ken Koop, Museum Store Manager.
“Heritage of Darkness” is the fourth
in Ernst’s “Chloe Ellefson Mystery” series.
Chloe, the main character, is a curator at Old
World Wisconsin and she continually runs
into trouble in her world of history and artifacts. In this new novel, Chloe comes to
Decorah with her mother and her beau to
take a rosemaling class at Vesterheim. Tension abounds when there is a murder in the
museum as soon as they arrive.
“As director I may be partial, but I’ve always considered Vesterheim a very exciting
place—though perhaps never quite as exciting as in this tale of folk art and murder,”
museum Executive Director Steve Johnson
says. “Few are above suspicion—not even
the museum’s director!—in this totally captivating page-turner that also manages to celebrate the importance of heritage and tradition in our lives.”
There will be other events with Ernst
at Vesterheim this fall. She is teaching a
class with Darlene Fossum-Martin from

November 1-3. The class, “Holiday Food
Traditions: Remembering, Writing, Tasting,
Sharing,” will include fun, reflective, and
imaginative writing activities and traditional
holiday baking demonstrations. “You will
leave with lots of creative ideas for turning
recipes and memories into cherished family
gifts,” Fossum-Martin said.
On Free First Thursday, December
5, Ernst will give a “Chloe’s World Tour”
through the museum, highlighting the locations featured in “Heritage of Darkness.”
The free tour will begin in the lobby of the
Main Building and guests are asked to gather
at 9:50 a.m.
Through 24,000 artifacts and 12 historic buildings, Vesterheim, the national
Norwegian-American museum and heritage
center in Decorah, Iowa, shares the most
comprehensive collection of NorwegianAmerican artifacts in the world. This treasure is also a center for folk-art education,
offering a wide variety of classes in authentic Norwegian folk art every year. For more
information on the museum’s exhibitions,
classes, events, membership opportunities,
and ways to donate, check Vesterheim’s website at vesterheim.org, call (563) 382-9681,
or write to Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum, 502 W. Water St., P.O. Box 379,
Decorah, IA, 52101-0379.

Join our community!

******
Just $59 for 47 issues

Call (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.com for details
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In your neighborhood

Nordic Thanksgiving Lutefisk & Lapskaus Dinner
with musical entertainment by

Minnesota Nordic communities hold 29th Annual Nordic
American Thanksgiving Breakfast in Bloomington, Minn.

The NORWEGIAN M ALE CHORUS OF SEAT TLE

and the Ballard High School Jazz Band

Sunday, November 10 • Social: 5 p.m. • Dinner: 6 p.m.
Leif Erikson Hall – 2245 NW 57th St., Seattle, Wash.

Tickets: $20 per person. Children under 12 free. RSVP by Nov. 6.
For reservations, call (206) 783-1274

N o ta bl e N or w e g i a n s
With David Moe

Photo courtesy of Second Harvest Heartland
Second Harvest Heartland is a member of Feeding America, a national network of more than 200 food
banks serving every state in the United States.

Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

The Nordic communities of Minnesota
announce the 29th annual Nordic American
Thanksgiving Breakfast (NATB) Tuesday,
Nov. 26, 2013, at 6:30 a.m. Founded by Sons
of Norway in 1985, the breakfast brings together more than 700 grateful Americans
to celebrate freedom, faith, and family and
friends while supporting two Minnesota
charities: Second Harvest Heartland and
Minnesota Military Family Foundation.
“We hope to sell 1,000 tickets this year,”
said Honorary Norwegian Consul General
Gary Gandrud and this year’s chair. “My
goal is to be able to tell folks that we are
sold out and they will need to reserve earlier
next year. It’s an incredible event that no one
should miss and the perfect kickoff for the
holiday season.”
After a delicious breakfast, attendees
will enjoy an uplifting program hosted by
Don Shelby, former WCCO anchorman,
which includes three distinguished presenters:
• The Rev. Ann Svennungsen, Bishop of the Minneapolis Area Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
who will address faith;
• Brad Hewitt, president and chief

executive officer, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, will speak about freedom; and
• David Anderson, president of St,
Olaf College, Northfield, Minn., will focus
on family and friends.
Guests also will experience a special
treat. The St. Olaf Choir under the direction
of Anton Armstrong will perform. Also participating is the M Saxteens of the Minnesota National Guard’s 34th Infantry Division
“Red Bull” Band.
The event is held at the DoubleTree by
Hilton, 7800 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington, Minn. Tickets are $25 per person or
$250 for a 10-person, reserved table. Students pay $20. Reservations are required by
Nov. 20 and may be made by calling Sons
of Norway at 612.821.4640. Tickets are not
sold at the door.
Second Harvest Heartland strives to
alleviate hunger in 59 counties throughout
Minnesota and western Wisconsin through
a network of dedicated partners, volunteers
and donors. Minnesota Military Family
Foundation is a non-profit providing loans
or grants to the spouses and children of deployed Minnesota military personnel during
times of extraordinary financial hardship.

Christmas GreetinGs!
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Ole Windingstad was born In Norwegian Singers Association of
Norway on June 13, 1886. He was America have choruses across the
educated in Norway and a European United States. For example in Illinois,
trained conductor who became con- there is the Bjornson Male Chorus,
ductor of the Bergen Symphony, Ber- Normennenes Singing Society, Singgen, Norway. Ole
ing Society Haremigrated to the
monien, and HarUnited States in
mony Singing Soci1906. He became
ety. In Iowa, there
the conductor of
is the Nordic Male
the Norse Singing
Chorus and Luren
Society and variSinging Society. In
ous orchestras, inMinnesota, there is
cluding the New
the Nordkap Male
Orleans Symphony,
Chorus in MinneapAlbany Symphony
olis and The NorweOrchestra, and the
gian Glee Club. In
Hudson Valley PhilSouth Dakota, there
harmonic Orchestra
is the Minnehaha
in
Poughkeepsie,
Mandskor, Norse
New York.
Glee Club, Grieg
Photo: BardAvon.org
On October 29, Ole Windingstad.
Male Chorus and
1953, while conducSioux Valley Singtor of the Hudson
ers Association and
Valley Philharmonic Orchestera, the in Wisconsin, the Dane County Grieg
orchestra presented a concert of two Male Chorus. These groups were
Norwegian composers, Edvard Grieg formed to foster and cultivate chorus
and Sparre-Olsen at New York’s singing, particularly Norwegian muCarnegie Hall. It was also during his sical literature and to promote intertenure that the orchestra performed est in music in general. Norwegians
Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf,” love to sing and is another example of
narrated by former first lady Eleanor their interest in sharing their culture
Roosevelt.
and heritage. Ole Windingstad died in
The Norse Singing Society and 1959 at the age of 73.

< best

area,” he continued.
This
summer
there were several
upgrades, including widening the 4 km. trail
to the top at several points, a new facilities
building and increased parking. This has
opened Pulpit Rock up to more tourist traffic,
and has also resulted in less injuries from
falls on the relatively tough trail.
Stavanger Aftenblad reports that the
big question now is whether Pulpit Rock
can handle the inevitable continued rise in
number of visitors.
“We are approaching a scale that triggers
a review of this, in which the political
authorities must also contribute. We are
talking about our foremost natural attraction.
Therefore, there are many considerations to
be balanced,” said Rake to the Stavanger
Aftenblad. “But right now we have allowed
ourselves to be happy for the great interest in
Pulpit Rock,” he continued.
Safety continues to be an important
factor to keep on the table, especially after
From page 3

a Spanish tourist fell to his death in October
2013. Reported in the Norwegian media as
a tragic accident, Newsinenglish.no now
reports that it may have been a suicide.
Other suicides have been committed at
Pulpit Rock, including a joint suicide in 2000
by an Austrian woman and a Norwegian man
who had met online and formed a suicide
pact; and an attempt in 2004 by a German
couple that was luckily stopped by the
Norwegian authorities in time.
Installing a guardrail has been an
unpopular idea, as it would detract from the
natural beauty of the cliff. Others worry that
it would encourage dangerous behavior, such
as climbing onto the guardrails or fences, an
October 2013 article from NRK reports.
Forsand Mayor Ole Tom Guse is proud
of his home municipality’s tourist magnet
and delighted that a new milestone has been
passed, Stavanger Aftenblad reports. “The
steep rise creates challenges. We need to take
much greater responsibility in the coming
years if this continues,” he said.
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Norwegians in

NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES AND TROLLS

Texas

Brought to you by the Daughters of Norway

With 18 classic folk tales, fairy tales and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English,
“Tuss og Troll” is now serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner. The stories are from the collections of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland, Johannes
Farestveit and Nana Rise-Lynum. “Tuss og Troll” was edited, designed and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri
publishing. Copyright © Norsk Barneblad.

The following is the fourth in a series of articles submitted by the Organizational Committee of the Grand Lodge, Daughters of Norway. The focus is on Norwegian Americans
(women, in particular) who settled in the state of Texas, or who in other ways have made
their mark there.

Jill Beatty

Grand Lodge Organizational Chair

Dei tre kongsdøtrene i
berget det blå
Der gjekk han gjennom mange rom
før han råka nokon. Til sist høyrde han
rokkesurr, og då han kom inn, sat dei
tre kongsdøtrene der og spann gullgarn
på kvar sin gullrokk. Både stova og alt
som i henne var, var av gull, og det glima så ein kunne få vondt i augo.
— Å nei, kjem det kristne folk hit!
sa kongsdøtrene. — Arme deg, kva vil
du her? — Eg vil fri dykk ut or berget, svara soldaten. — Kjære vene, gå!
Kjem trollet heim, gjer han ende på deg
med det same. Han har tre hovud. —
Eg er like glad om han hadde fire, sa
soldaten.
— Ja, når du er så strid, så lyt vi
vel sjå om vi kan hjelpa deg, sa kongsdøtrene. — Men då må du krypa attom
det store kjeret der og gøyma deg, så
skal vi taka imot trollet og luska han
til han sovnar. Men prøv fyrst om du
er kar til å svinga sverdet som ligg på
bordet.
Nei, det var for tungt, han kunne
ikkje så mykje som rugga det. Så måtte
han taka ein styrkedrykk av hornet som
hang attanfor gangdøra. Då var det så
vidt han vann letta det. Men så tok han
to retteleg store slurkar til, og då svinga
han sverdet så lett som ingenting.
Rett som det var, kom trollet farande så det dura og riste i slottet. —
Tvi, tvi! Det luktar kristenmanns blod
og bein i mitt hus! sa han. — Ja, her
flaug ein ramn som slepte eit mannebein ned i pipa. Eg kasta det ut, men det
luktar vel enno, sa yngste kongsdottera.
— Eg kjenner vel det, sa trollet.
— Men kom no, skal vi luska deg, sa
kongsdottera. Det ville trollet gjerne,
og snart sov han så han snorka. Då
sette kongsdøtrene stolar og dyner under hovuda på han. Så stiltra soldaten
seg inn med sverdet og gjorde ende på
trollet.

The three princesses in the
mountain so blue
There he went through many rooms before he met anyone. Finally he heard the sound
of a spinning wheel, and when he walked in,
the three princesses sat and spun golden yarn,
each on their own spinning wheel made of
gold. Both the room and everything in it was
made of gold, and it shone so bright that one’s
eyes hurt.
— Oh my, are there Christian people who
come here! said the princesses. — Poor you,
what do you want here? — I shall free you out
from the mountain, answered the soldier. —
My dear friend, you must go! If the troll comes
home, he will immediately slay you. He has
three heads. — I would be just as happy if he
had four, said the soldier.
— Well, as you are so brave, we will see
if we can help you, said the princesses. —
But you must sneak behind that big tub over
there and hide yourself, and we will greet the
troll and delouse him till he falls asleep. But
first see if you are strong enough to swing the
sword that lays there on the table.
No, it was too heavy; he could not as
much as budge it. So he had to take a powerdrink from the horn hanging behind the front
door. Then he could only just move it slightly.
So he took two more massive gulps, and then
he could swing the sword as easy as anything.
Just then, the troll came rushing in so that
the palace rumbled and shook. — Fie, fie! It
smells of a Chrstian man’s blood and bone
here in my house! he said. — Oh yes, there
was a raven flying here that dropped a human
bone down the chimney. I threw it out, but it
probably still smells of it, said the youngest
princess.
I can smell it, said the troll. — Well come
now, and we will delouse you, said the princess. This, the troll was happy to do, and soon
the troll was sleeping so heavily that he was
snoring. The princesses then put chairs and
blankets under his head. The soldier crept in
with the sword and put an end to the troll.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad Raneng

Price: $29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A. • www.astrimyastri.com

Mildred Ella “Babe” Didrikson Zaharias
was a remarkable athlete. Born during a time
when women who played sports were considered “tomboys,” she never gave up on her
childhood dream of becoming the greatest
athlete that ever lived.
Babe’s father was Ole Nickolene Didriksen, whose father was a cabinet maker in
Norway. At the young age of nine, Ole began
sailing around the world, and became a ship’s
carpenter. He sailed around Cape Horn about
seventeen times and gathered many stories
he would later in life share with his family.
He married Hannah Marie Olson, the daughter of a shoemaker from Bergen. Hannah
spent her time outdoors and was the finest
ice skater from her area. Her father could not
afford to buy her skis, so he fashioned up a
pair from barrel staves. They worked just as
well, as she could sail down the hill into Bergen like the wind. She was a natural athlete.
After Hannah and Ole were married,
they set up household in Oslo. Ole being a
seafarer had gone on many voyages, one of
them being to Port Arthur, Texas. He really
liked the Gulf area and decided he would
move Hannah and their three children (Ole,
Dora and Esther) to America. Ole emigrated
first in 1905, and began work refinishing furniture to save enough money until the rest of
the family could also come to America.
In 1908 the rest of the family arrived
in Texas. When Hannah first walked on the
pier, she saw a beautiful potato bowl (one
with a lid and an opening for a ladle) in the
window of a shop. Ole bought the bowl for
her. They rented several homes and then Ole
built them a fine sturdy two-story home in
the shape of a ship.
In 1909 Hannah gave birth to twins, Lil-

Photo courtesy Jill Beatty
Babe (left) with her brother Arthur and sister
Lillie.

lie and Louis, followed by Mildred Ella Didriksen born June 26, 1911. Her mother called
her “my baby.” Her brother Arthur arrived in
1915.
Unfortunately, the hurricane in 1915
flooded and destroyed many of the homes
and buildings in Port Arthur. The Didriksen’s
home was one of them. They moved seventeen miles away to a town called Beaumont.
They bought a small two-bedroom home on
Doucette Street, but by the time Ole had finished making additions it became the largest
home on the block. Times were tough; they
had to save and scrimp to provide for a family
of seven. Many families in the neighborhood
were in the same fix but they lived like others
in that era. Their main bath was on Saturday
night to clean the outside, followed on Sunday morning with a good dose of castor oil
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to clean the inside. The kids would hide from
Ole, rather than take that medicine, but he
managed to find them under tables and beds!
The entire family was musical, and
Babe had heard “Castor Oil Clarence” playing the harmonica on the radio. She wanted
one of those harmonicas. She decided to cut
the neighbors’ lawns to earn enough money
to buy one. Eventually she did and bought
one for 35 cents. She practiced tunes while
lying out in the hammock – favorite tunes,
like “Home Sweet Home” and “Swanee
River.” On Saturday night the entire family
would gather out on the porch to entertain
the neighbors. Ole played the violin, as did
one of Babe’s sisters, another played the piano, her brothers played the drums, and her
mother sang. They would play real Southern
music and proved that you did not need a lot
of money to make you happy.
When times did get tough, her father
returned to seafaring, and her mother took
in washing. All the children got jobs when
they were old enough, and the money would
be kept in Hannah’s sugar jar. The children
loved to gather and hear of their father’s sea
stories. In typical Norwegian fashion, he was
an excellent story teller, and if a few got embellished, it just added to the tale.
In elementary school, Babe’s name was
misspelled from Didriksen to Didrikson. She
liked it, and kept it that way. She felt it let
everyone know she was a Norwegian and
not Swedish. Even though the “sen” spelling was the Norwegian way many Norwegians in America were using “son.” Being a
tomboy, she played all the sports, and was
good at them. The boys didn’t mind having
her on their team, and some say she got the
nickname “Babe” after “Babe Ruth,” since
she could hit the ball farther than anyone.
Whether from her mother or the children, her
nickname stayed with her for life.
Babe was always running and jumping;
in fact, she would jump all the neighbors’
hedges like hurdles, and when she had to
wash the kitchen floor, she would strap scrub
brushes on her shoes and “skate” the floor
clean. Ole built an outdoor gym, with swings
and bars, as he believed in exercise and fresh
air for his children. He built a tall flagpole,
and always flew the flag for holidays. Babe
was scolded one time for climbing to the top
of the flagpole at school. Some of her stunts
earned her the nickname as the “worst kid
on Doucette.” A natural athlete, she was on
every team she could be on in school. Some
of the girls would shun her, and make fun of
her tomboy ways and denim skirts. One of
the boys challenged her to a boxing match
and she knocked him out cold. Babe could
hold her own and kept on driving to excel at
everything, even though it was not popular to
do so. She joined the high school basketball
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team, and when they went to the state championships in 1930, Colonel Melvin Jackson
was watching from the stands. He managed
the women’s basketball team for the Employers Casualty Company in Dallas.
Jackson offered a job and recruited Babe
for the team. Although she was not done with
high school, her parents agreed to let her play
for the season and finish up high school after
that. Ole said “You go! That’s why we came
all the way from Norway – to give our children everything that America could offer.”
Babe was chosen as an All American
forward for the “Golden Cyclones” basketball team, and after her graduation she continued to work for the insurance company as
a secretary. Later she was introduced to track
and field when they organized a new team.
After a summer of track meets, Babe
seemed unbeatable. Her hard work paid off.
She made a bracelet out of ten of the medals she won. The AAU (American Athletic
Union) Women’s track and field championship would be her biggest challenge. If she
could win that championship, she could
qualify for the 1932 Olympic team.
In July of 1932 in Evanston, Illinois,
thousands of fans filled the stadium. Most
teams had 15 – 20 competitors for the various events, but Babe was the single member
representing the Employers Casualty Company of Dallas, Texas. She was twenty-one
years old, and she was there to win. Not just
one event, but the entire meet. She competed
in eight of the ten events – shot put, javelin
throw, broad jump, baseball throw, 80-meter
hurdles, high jump, discus and the 100 meter
dash.
It was a busy day, and as soon as she finished one event, she ran off to the next. She
won five of the events, and tied for first in
the high jump. She broke world records, and
won the national championship and a spot on
the 1932 Olympic Team. They called her the
“Wonder Girl.”
The press loved Babe. One reporter said,
“It was one of the most amazing series of
performances ever accomplished by male or
female in the history of track and field.” Didrikson strolled around the field waving her
hands and playing her harmonica. She said,
“It was just one of those days in an athlete’s
life when you know you are just right. You
feel you could fly.”
This story to be continued in next week’s
issue of the Norwegian American Weekly.
Information from:
Zaharias, Babe Didrikson, and Harry
Paxton. This is the Life I’ve Led: My Autobiography. New York: A. S. Barnes and Company, 1955. Print.
Lobby, Mackenzie. Babe Didrikson Zaharias-Groundbreaking All-Around Athlete.
Edina, MN: ABDO Publishing Co. 2011.
Print.
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Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
S tandings
Tippeligaen		
PLD

res u lts
10/25 Viking

3–2

Ålesund

10/26 Vålerenga

4–3

Haugesund

10/26 Molde

0–1

Rosenborg

10/27 Lillestrøm

0–1

Tromsø

10/27 Odd Grenland 2 – 4

Sarpsborg

10/27 Sogndal

1–2

Sandnes Ulf

10/27 Brann

3–2

Hønefoss

10/27 Strømsgodset 0 – 1

Start

Next matches Nov. 3

To read more about football in

1. Strømgodset IF
2. Rosenborg BK		
3. FK Haugesund		
4. Molde FK		
5. Ålesunds FK		
6. Viking FK		
7. Odd Grenland		
8. SK Brann		
9. Lillestrøm SK		
10. Vålerenga Fotball
11. Sogndal IL Fotball
12. IK Start		
13. Sandnes Ulf		
14. Tromsø IL		
15. Sarpsborg 08 FF
16. Hønefoss BK		

28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28
28

PTS

59
56
48
44
43
43
37
36
36
33
33
32
30
28
28
26

Norway, visit www.uefa.com
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the weekend of Oct. 25 – 27.
It was a head-to-head battle with Spanish golfer Azahara Munoz throughout the
day, but Pettersen pulled away late in the
round to secure a five-stroke victory and

< weapons
From page 3

However, after a comprehensive assessment, the two countries have come to
the joint understanding that due to time constraints and external factors, such as capacities, regulatory requirements, Norway is not
the most suitable location for the destruction

clinch her fourth win of the season.
With the win, Pettersen crossed the
$2 million mark in season earnings with
$2,241,847 and moves within $93,613 of Inbee Park on the LPGA Official Money List.
She is now only 0.66 points away from
becoming the world’s number one woman
golfer.

of Syrian chemical warfare agents.
Foreign Minister Brende said Norway
will now carefully consider how to support
the weapons destruction process, e.g. by
contributing personnel, technical expertise,
information or equipment, or providing financial or other resources and assistance, in
coordination with the OPCW, the UN, and
its close partners.

< penalty
From page 3

The former government decided on a
similar youth penalty back in 2011, but except from two test projects the law has still
not taken effect. The reason was a lack of
financing, including not enough money to
establish teams of youth coordinators at each
of the country’s 22 mediation offices.
150 teenagers between 15 and 18 years
were sentenced to prison between 2005 and

2010, and almost 100 percent of them ended
up as repeat criminals.
The thought behind the youth penalty
is to replace prison walls with strict social
control. It is meant for youth who have committed serious or repeated crime and that are
sentenced in court.
“This is a different way of looking at
punishment. The purpose is to also help the
teenagers to achieve a normal life with family, school and work,” says Anundsen.

Quiz Answers
From page 10
1) Fårikål
2) No, he can’t be sentenced
3) A fried pie
4) Poland, Lithuania and Sweden
5) Browned butter, flour, broth, salt and
pepper
6) 25%
7) 2 – 4%
8) A barrier in the road the prevents animals from crossing
9) 428
10) Sweden, Denmark and the U.K.
11) Oil / gas, transport and metal
12) 200 year anniversary

How did you do?
10 – 12 correct: Gratulerer! Du er kjempenorsk!
7 – 9 correct: Sounds like it’s time for another trip to Norway.
5 – 8 correct: Better start eating a little
more lutefisk!
1 – 4 correct: Keep studying the Norwegian American Weekly; you’ll get there!
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