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Exploring Dublin’s Viking history
Thor A. Larsen
Fishkill, N.Y.

According to recorded history, Viking raiders first landed on the coast of
Ireland in the end of the eighth century.
These early raids were likely launched
from Southwest Norway. Ireland, with
some valued goods and farm people for
possible enslaving, as well as no measurable resident warriors, made a very
desirable target.
In the early ninth century, a different set of Vikings arrived in Ireland
with the intention of settling there.
Along the river Liffey, the first Viking,
or Ostmen settlement was secured and
named “Duflin,” which of course became Dublin. The initial settlement
consisted of sixty long ships.
Except for a short period between
902 and 911, the Vikings ruled Dublin
for almost 300 years until defeated by
the Irish High King Brian Boru and his
army at the battle of Clontarf in 1014.
However, the impact of the Vikings on
Dublin has remained until today. There
was a “representative laws” system
established and a “Thing mote” built,
which was a raised mound 40 feet high
and 240 feet in circumference where
the Vikings would assemble and make
laws similarly like the “Thing” (governing assembly) in Iceland. The Thing
mote stood adjacent to the Dublin Castle until 1685. The Dublin castle is lo-

See > dublin, page 9
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An enormous poster in the Old Library at Trinity College commemorates the battle between the Vikings and Irish at Clontarf.
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Nyheter
USA og Norge bruker mest på forsvar
per innbygger

Blant NATO-landene er det bare USA
som bruker mer på forsvar per innbygger enn Norge. Norge bruker mer per
innbygger på forsvar enn Storbritannia, tre ganger så mye som Belgia,
dobbelt så mye som Tyskland og over
dobbelt så mye som snittet blant NATOs medlemsland i Europa, skriver
Stavanger Aftenblad. USA bruker til
gjengjeld nesten dobbelt så mye per
innbygger som Norge. Norge bruker
likevel for lite penger på forsvar,
mener Jens B. Jahren, leder i Befalets
Fellesorganisasjon. — NATO har bedt
medlemslandene bidra med 2 prosent
av bruttonasjonalproduktet. Dette er
vi ikke i nærheten av, sier Jahren til
Stavanger Aftenblad. I regjeringens
forslag til statsbudsjett for neste år
er det satt av 43 milliarder kroner til
forsvar. Det utgjør 1,6 prosent av bruttonasjonalproduktet, noe som er midt
på treet blant NATO-landene.
(Aftenposten)

Norges skoger er tredoblet

Vi har nå tre ganger så mye skog som
før krigen. I år legger skogen på seg
nesten 100 sekker ved for hver nordmann. I 1925 var volumet på alt trevirket i Norges skoger 300 millioner kubikkmeter. I dag er volumet 900 millioner kubikkmeter. Og i år legger skogen på seg 15 millioner kubikkmeter
til. Det tilsvarer nesten 100 sekker ved
per nordmann. Den viktigste årsaken
til at skogen har vokst så voldsomt de
siste årene er grei: På 1960-tallet ble
det hvert år plantet nesten 100 millioner grantrær i Norge. Mye planting
ble gjort av skolebarn. Denne skogen
holder nå for alvor på å bli voksen og
er i en utviklingsfase med stor vekst.
Men skogen vokser enda mye raskere
enn plantingen kan ha ført til.
(VG)

Norske diplomater sendt hjem etter
forbudt romanse

Minst fire ansatte i Utenriksdepartementet har mistet sikkerhetsklareringen etter å ha innledet forhold til
personer fra land Norge ikke har sikkerhetssamarbeid med. Nasjonal Sikkerhetsmyndighet (NSM) sendte i fjor
sommer et brev til Utenriksdepartementet der de presiserer reglene for
sikkerhetsklarering av ansatte i utenrikstjenesten, særlig knyttet til ansatte
som innleder forhold til utlendinger.
Etter dette rundskrivet mistet minst
fire UD-ansatte klareringen. I tillegg
skal minst to ha fått nedsatt klarering.
Tre av dem som er fratatt klareringen, jobber fortsatt i departementet,
men med omfattende restriksjoner.
Adgangskortene er inndratt, og de må
fotfølges når de beveger seg rundt på
arbeidsplassen. De har heller ikke tilgang til graderte sambandssystemer
eller dokumenter. Tre av de berørte er
hjemkalt fra utlandet, ifølge VG. Listen over land Norge ikke har et sikkerhetssamarbeid med, er ikke offentlig,
men ifølge VG dreier det seg blant
annet om Kina, Russland og Pakistan,
samt en rekke land i Asia, Midtøsten
og Sør- og Mellom-Amerika.
(NRK)

Nyheter fra Norge
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Nå inntar mat-truckene Oslo

Norges første mattruck «4 Gringos»
fikk god mottakelse
på Youngstorget
Aftenposten

— Vi har vært her på Youngstorget i tre
uker, og mottagelsen fra det norske folk har
vært kjempefin, sier Ian Samways i tacokjøkkenet «4 Gringos.»
I bakgrunnen siver røyk ut av pipa på
det røde kassebilkjøkkenet «4 Gringos,»
mens Dawyd Szymul og Abdul-Said Jama
Warsame er i ferd med å fyre opp dagens to
første porsjoner med kylling, lefse og sterk
saus. På ryggene deres står firmanavnet
«Little boys mafia», som driver ulike matkonsepter rundt om i verden.
Medeier Samways forteller at de i første
omgang ønsker å servere autentiske tacos og quesadillas til kundene her i Norge.
Foreløpig har de oppe tre ganger i uken, men
fra 20. november ønsker «4 Gringos» å holde trucken åpen fra mandag til lørdag.
— Foreløpig har vi bare tillatelse til å
være på Youngstorget, men vi har allerede
kjøpt inn en vogn til, sier Samways, som ser
for seg et konsept med italienske kjøttboller
som kulinarisk hjørnestein.
I amerikanske storbyer er rullende
gatekjøkken en stor greie, men i Oslo har

Foto: Karl Martin Jakobsen
Etter tre uker på Youngstorget ser de tre gringoene (f.v.) Dawyd Szymul, Ian Samways og Abdul-Said
Jama Warsame lyst på fremtiden. Neste sommer får de kanskje kjøre fritt i byen.

utviklingen latt vente på seg. Som følge av
forsøpling, omfattende bråk og påfølgende
håndgemeng utenfor potetbodene som preget bybildet frem til 2007, vedtok bystyret at
det i hovedsak ikke skal leies ut gateplass til
slike kjøkken. Boden på Youngstorget er et
unntak.
— Et godt mattilbud er noe både fastboende og besøkende vil nyte godt av. Vi
ønsker at folk skal kunne nyte god gatemat
i Oslo, helst når de har lyst på det, sier byråd for kultur og næring, Anne Siri Koksrud
Bekkelund.
Hun viser til at matinteressen har fått

seg en oppsving, og tror at kvalitetsgatekjøkkener på hjul vil falle i smak hos Oslos beboere.
Venstrepolitikeren mener nye muligheter for matvogner også vil bety nye muligheter for den etablerte matbransjen, i form av
alternativ markedsføring. Hun understreker
at byrådet er i en planleggingsfase, og at de
ikke er sikre på hvor sent matbodene skal få
lov til å ha åpent.
English Synopsis: Oslo’s first food truck “4 Gringos”
is successfully serving up tacos on Youngstorget with
a goal of expanding to other areas of Oslo.

Venter for Styrker sikkerheten
styrker
fjellskred Stortinget
sikkerheten med fast
politivakthold utenfor
Hastigheten i det mye
inngangspartiet
omtalte fjellet ManNRK
nen fortsetter å minke
VG
— Det kan ta lang tid til før skredet
kommer, men det er væravhengig, sier sjefgeolog Åknes/Tafjord Beredskap, Lars
Harald Blikra, til VG.
Blikra peker på at det fort kan bli mildvær og nedbør gjennom vinteren, noe som
kan fremskynde bevegelser i det ustabile
fjellpartiet.
— Men det er en viss risiko for at fjellet ikke raser gjennom vinteren. Hastigheten
avtar når det blir kaldere.
Bevegelsene det siste døgnet har ligget
på 4–5 mm i den øvre og midtre delen, og
litt over 1 mm i den nedre delen, opplyser
Rauma kommune på 6. november.
For Rauma kommune har det løse fjellmassene bydd på mye hodebry. 11 mennesker, som bor like under Mannen, er fortsatt
evakuert og en svær beredskapsgruppe måtte
nedsettes for å ivareta sikkerheten i området.
På 10. november skulle geologene,
Norges vassdrags- og energidirektorat
(NVE), politiet og jernbaneverket samles
sammen med kommunen for å bestemme
hva som skal skje videre.
English Synopsis: The movement of the Mannen
mountain continues to decrase with the colder weather, but there remains a possibility for an avalanche.

— Det betyr at det står en politibil innenfor gjerdet ved stortingsbygningen, sier
første visepresident i Stortinget, Marit Nybakk (Ap).
Skjerpelsen av sikkerheten skjer som
følge av den siste trusselvurderingen som
Politiets sikkerhetstjeneste (PST) presenterte
på 5. november. Der sa PST at et forsøk på
terrorangrep mot Norge i løpet av de neste
tolv månedene er sannsynlig. Politi, Forsvaret og beslutningstakere kan være terrormål—noe som betyr at PST mener Stortinget
kan være i fare.
Sikkerhetssituasjonen rundt Stortinget
og de folkevalgtes arbeidsplass, har vært et
omdiskutert tema siden terroristen Anders
Behring Breivik parkerte en hvit varebil
utenfor regjeringskvartalet 22. juli 2011.
— Det slår meg hver dag når jeg kommer inn på kontoret mitt at det ofte står store
biler parkert tett inntil bygget, sa Høyres
Arve Kambe til NRK i 2012, som var en av
flere Stortingsrepresentanter som reagerte på
at ingenting ble gjort for å sikre Stortinget
mot uvedkommende biler.
Året etter vedtok Byrådet i Oslo å stenge
gatestubben bak Stortinget, men denne uka
avslørte Dagbladet at det fortsatt er mulig å
kjøre tett opp til Stortinget med bil.
Men nå tar altså Stortinget affære for å
være i forkant av en eventuell terrorhandling.
— Det har vært tett kontakt med Oslo

Foto: John Erling Blad / Wikimedia Commons
Stortinget skal nå har mer sikkerhet enn denne
steine løven.

politidistrikt fra Stortingets side om ulike
tiltak, sier Nybakk. Hun sier det blir iverksatt flere tiltak, og at stasjonært vakthold ved
Løvebakken er ett av dem.
Hvor lenge det vil være stasjonært vakthold fra politiets side utenfor Stortinget, vil
bli vurdert fortløpende med politiet. Nybakk
sier det hele tiden blir vurdert hvor mye synlig sikkerhet det skal være ved Stortinget.
— Synlig sikkerhet har også en forebyggende virkning. I tillegg kommer Stortingets egne sikkerhetstiltak, som hele tiden er
under vurdering og som skjerpes i enkelte
tilfeller, sier Nybakk.
Siden 22. juli 2011 har det vært jobbet
med sikkerheten ved Stortinget.
English Synopsis: As a result of their recent threat assessment, the Police Security Service has decided to
increase the security of the Parliament Building.

news page

Norwegian american weekly

Norway faces terror threat
New terror threat targets police and the military
Norway Post / NRK
There is an increased risk of a
terror attack taking place in Norway within the next year, according to the Security Police (PST).
This time, however, the threat is
directed toward the police and
military, not the public, PST explains in a press conference. The
Security Police (PST) presented a
new analysis on Wednesday, November 5, that illustrates a greater
terror threat against Norway in the
coming year.
“We understand that this may
cause concern among people, but
there is a considerable difference
between this threat compared to
the threat earlier this summer. The
current threat is directed at groups
within the Norwegian Defense and
police,” says Police Director Odd
Reidar Humlegård.
Police are now considering
various measures that can have an
effect over time.
“We do not think that this is
a temporary threat that will pass
within a short time, and the mea-
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This week in brief
Serious shortage of teachers

Norway is facing a shortage of 23,000 teachers by 2020, according to fresh estimates from Statistics Norway (SSB). The shortage
is greater than earlier estimated. One reason is that the number of
young people studying to become teachers has dropped, says SSB
research director Nils Martin Stølen to VG. “We must make the
teaching profession more attractive and challenging,” Stølen says.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Norwegian politicians’ ethnic diversity limited

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
A sea of flowers in front of Oslo Cathedral honors the victims of the July 22 terror attacks in Norway.

sures we take need to be adjusted
for that. They have to work over
time, maybe even months and
years,” Humlegård says.
The PST has upgraded the
threat level in Norway based on
several recent, prevented attacks
in western countries. The PST’s
latest evaluation is more concrete
than previous reports. Head of the

PST, Benedicte Bjørnland, informs
that targets within the Norwegian
defense, police, and politics are especially vulnerable.
According to Humlegård, the
threat can be described as an attack that requires few means, few
individuals, and a short time for

Immigrant background politicians are comparatively absent from
top politics, figures show.
According to state number cruncher Statistics Norway (SSB),
immigrants comprise almost 15 percent of Norway’s population of
5.1 million (14.9 percent). The percentage at political level is considerably smaller, however.
Three of the Rightist coalition’s 39 Deputy Ministers have an
immigrant background; just five of Norway’s 169 MPs do (less than
3 percent). Dagavisen also reports that there are no Ministers in the
Cabinet with a multicultural background.

See > diversity, page 14

Latest poll: Major drop for government coalition

The latest Norstat poll shows a 6.4 percentage drop jointly for the
two government coalition parties, Høyre and Progress Party (FrP),
while opposition Labor Party (AP) now has the support of 40 percent of the electorate.
This is the first time Labor has reached 40 percent on the poll.
The party has never received 40 percent of the votes at a Parliamentary election since 1985.
On the poll for November, Høyre dropped by 3.4 points, to 23.8

See > poll, page 14

See > terror, page 7

Norwegian military
unruffled by Russian planes

Norwegian words in English: Viking

Norwegian-Russian air relations remain in a “business
as usual state” despite sightings of warplanes

Photo: Norwegian Army / Wikimedia Commons
The Norwegian Army isn’t concerned about Russian planes near their airspace—
though it’s possible they’re slightly more concerned than this.

Michael Sandelson
The Foreigner

«

Sarah Bostock
The Foreigner

Norwegian-Russian air relations remain in a “business as usual
state” on a general level, a military
spokesperson says about warplane
sightings.

»

There are no foreign
lands. It is the traveler
only who is foreign.
– Robert Louis Stevenson

Officials recently announced
that two Norwegian F-16 fighter
jets identified Russian aircraft flying close to Norwegian air territory. They were over the Norwegian
and North Seas, with both incidents happening within three days
of each other.
Four Tu-95 strategic bombers
accompanied by Il-78 tankers were
spotted flying from Russia’s Kola
Peninsula and out over the Barents
Sea, Norwegian broadcaster TV2
reported.
Publication Barents Observer
wrote that the incident two days
earlier saw the aircraft flying
southbound along Norway’s northern coast.
Both sightings identified the
same aircraft types in airspace
close to Norway’s borders. They

See > russia, page 6

theforeigner.no is one of the top sources
for English-language news and features
from Norway. Subscriptions start at NOK
49 per month (approx. $8)

Photo: Ardfern / Wikimedia Commons
Viking reenactors at the Magnus Barelegs Viking Festival in Northern
Ireland in June 2012. Many Irish cities were Viking Age trading posts.

M. Michael Brady
The Foreigner

The word Viking in English is a loanword from Norwegian and
the other Scandinavian languages. Its origin remains uncertain.
In Scandinavia, it is popularly regarded to have been derived
from vik, the word for bay or inlet, with the suffix -ing meaning
“hailing from,” so the Vikings were the people who “came from
the bays.”
The word may be older, though, as it appears in Anglo-Saxon
glossaries of the early eighth century. If so, the Vikings might have
owed their name to those they met abroad. During the Viking Era
that began in AD 793 with the sacking of the monastery at Lindisfarne—a tidal island off the northeast coast of England—and ended
in 1066 at the Battle of Stanford Bridge, the word Viking meant
“people who travel by sea abroad on warlike expeditions.”
Though relatively short, the Viking Era is vital in the history
of Norway. The country was pagan before it, and was divided into
innumerable chiefdoms and small kingdoms. Norway was united
under a King and the Christian Church when it ended.
Vikings’ voyages crossed the oceans to discover Iceland,
Greenland, and North America, as well as southward and eastward
to the Mediterranean Sea and up the Russian rivers to the Black Sea
and the Caspian Sea. The Vikings traded as they went; cities afar,
such as Dublin and York, were Viking trading ports.
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Business

Business News & Notes
Norway among top ten countries for
businesses

Norway is the sixth best country in the world
in which to run a business, according to a
ranking published by the World Bank. The
World Bank issued the report “Doing Business” on Wednesday, October 29, which
highlights where in the world businesses receive the most aid from the government, and
face the least barriers.
“I am pleased that Norway once again is
named one of the best countries in the world
to run a business. The World Bank ranks us
as number six out of 189 countries. This puts
Norway ahead of many of our trade partners
and neighboring countries, such as Sweden,
Germany, and the U.S.,” Minister of Trade
Monica Mæland (Høyre / The Conservative
Party) tells NRK.
All five Nordic countries are among the
top twelve countries, and Denmark is also
ranked as one of the top ten.
“Simplification is one of the government’s main focus areas. As a Minister of
Trade I work every day to help businesses
spend more time creating value, and less
time filling out forms and reports. Therefore
it is great to see that it has become easier to
start a business in Norway,” Mæland says.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Norwegian seafood exports in October set
record high

Norwegian seafood exports totalled NOK
7.6 billion in October, an increase of NOK
393 million, or 5 percent, compared with October 2013. This is a monthly all-time high

norwegian american weekly

for Norwegian seafood.
So far this year, the combined export
value of Norwegian seafood stands at NOK
56 billion, an increase of NOK 7 billion, or
14 percent, compared with the same period
last year.
“After two years of continuous growth,
salmon exports in October have flattened
out. This contrasts with record figures for
exports of cod and mackerel, and for Norwegian seafood as a whole,” says Christian
Chramer, communications director for the
Norwegian Seafood Council.
He says seafood exports continue to
grow despite the loss of the Russian market
and illustrates Norway’s competitive advantage with seafood from both fisheries and
aquaculture.
“Larger volumes of mackerel, combined
with better prices and larger volumes of cod,
were the key contributors to October’s record figures,” Chramer says.
(Norway Post / Aftenposten)

Internet for everyone
Telenor Digital is one of the world’s major
providers of mobile and internet services

New oil field will generate enormous value

The gigantic Johan Sverdrup field, one of the
most profitable industrial projects in Norway
over coming decades, will provide enormous
value, according to operator Statoil.
The company says construction of the
first phase may lead to 51,000 man-years related to Norwegian deliveries, and the field
may produce revenues amounting to NOK
1350 billion. The project will provide new
knowledge, new solutions, and new opportunities.
(Statoil)

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
Attorneys and counselors at law
Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2501 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

MAKE LIFE

WORK FOR YOU
Insurance can help protect your family, your
dreams and your lifestyle today. As your needs
change, it can also offer tax advantages and
a source of potential income for you in retirement.
Contact a financial representative about
an insurance checkup, or
visit Thrivent.com/na today.

INSURANCE CHECKUP
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Thrivent Financial representatives are licensed
insurance agents/producers of Thrivent. For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
Thrivent Financial and its representatives and employees cannot provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or services. Work with
your Thrivent Financial representative and, as appropriate, your attorney and tax professional for additional information.
Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836 •
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Photo: Telenor Group

Telenor Group and Telenor Norway HQ in Fornebu.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Telenor Digital recently mingled with
customers out in the Oslo streets and in
MESHnorway, showcasing cool new services. They are the home of Telenor’s hightech development house, creating globally
scalable solutions within next-generation
communication services, cloud services,
e-commerce, and the internet on every device. They also enable distribution of their
own and third-party services and support
new ventures within digital entrepreneurship. One example is the new cloud storage
service, which makes it easy for the user to
safely store, see, and share images and documents from their computer, tablet, and mobile. Capture, as it’s called, has been released
in the Norwegian market.
Headquartered in Norway, Telenor is
one of the world’s major mobile operators,
with 166 million mobile subscriptions and
revenues last year of NOK 104 billion and
a workforce of about 33,000. Altogether it
has mobile operations in 13 markets in the
Nordic region, Central and Eastern Europe,
and Asia, as well as a voting stake of 42.9
percent in VimpelCom Ltd of Moscow. In
2000 the company was listed on the NASDAQ. The CEO was motivated to enter the
telecom industry, as he grew up in a home
where they only allowed taking incoming
telephone calls since they were free.
The company has a long history. In
1855 the Norwegian Telegraph Administration was founded and the first telegraph
line, between Christiania (Oslo) and the city
of Drammen was opened. In 1928 the telephone connection between Norway and the
U.S. was opened. In the 1960s and 1970s,
telephone installers worked hard to reduce
the waiting lists for telephones. At the time,
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(Nov. 10, 2014)
6.8030
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Rasmus Falck is a strong
innovation and entrepreneurship advocate. The
author of “What do the
best do better” and “The
board of directors as a
resource in SME,” he received his masters degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He
currently lives in Oslo, Norway.

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
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17,250 people were employed by Norwegian Telecom, and 50 percent of Norwegian
households had telephone connection.
The Winter Olympic Games at Lillehammer in 1994 represented a breakthrough
in mobile telephony. International media
described the games as “The Mobile Phone
Olympics.” 25,000 mobile phones were in
use. Norwegian Telecom became a public company. In 1995 Norwegian Telecom
changed its name to Telenor. The internet
made its real breakthrough in Norway in
1996, and Telenor built a new, high-capacity
infrastructure for it in Norway. The investment amounted to more than USD 1.913
million and provides a network with a capacity of more than 400,000 users.
The commercial part of Telenor Digital focuses on taking new positions within
digital entrepreneurship to ensure Telenor’s
competitive edge in the future. They seize
new global opportunities and strategic directions with everything from partnerships
to devices, including the likes of Facebook,
WhatsApp, Mozilla, and Wikipedia, and
they help speed up internet adoption among
e-commerce and new distribution channels.
The Telenor Group’s key ambitions are
to continue to focus on growth and value
creation. To achieve this, they will focus on
three strategic ambitions: internet for all, being loved by customers, and having efficient
operations.

Name

NOK

Losers

Change

Vizrt
36.20 29.29%
Nickel Mountain Group 1.51 23.77%
RAK Petroleum
22.50 21.62%
Polarcus
1.09 17.20%
DNO
19.82 15.10%

Name

NOK

Change

Wilson
11.85 - 14.13%
Napatech
35.90 -10.03%
Eitzen Chemical
3.20 -8.57%
AKVA Group
25.20 -6.67%
Wentworth Resources
3.72 -4.37%

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.
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A very dashing Norwegian
Victoria Hofmo interviews Annette Orre, NYC Marathon finisher
Sports News
& Notes

Victoria Hofmo
Brooklyn, N.Y.

The New York City Marathon passes
directly in front of my apartment building
door in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. It’s perhaps
the best place to experience the race, as the
runners are fresh and the road is narrow. It
is wonderful to come cheek-to-jowl with the
thousands of runners from countries as far
flung as Kenya and Korea.
My Norwegian flag is joined by others from Puerto Rico, Brazil, and yes, even
America. A four-year-old girl tenderly holds
a homemade sign that reads, “Good luck
daddy,” and an out of town mother waits
eagerly to snap a photo of her marathonrunning daughter. We (that is, me and the
other sedentary bystanders) cheer, encourage by shouting the athletes’ names and
countries, high five, and bear the marathon’s
coldest temperature in almost two decades,
enhanced by intermittent wind gusts of up
to 40 mph. And, yes we the lazy ones are
frequently thanked by the runners.
One of the highlights is seeing the runners in crazy garb: Aztec Warriors, Wonder
Woman, and kangaroos all ran this year. One
man is juggling three red balls and another is
dribbling two basketballs as they breeze by.
A French couple is avidly kissing a group of
unknown onlookers.
This year, almost every country in the
world is represented. Of course this includes
Norway, which had approximately 20 runners. I thought it would be interesting to
interview a Norwegian participant and ask
what it was like to run in this challenging
course. Annette Orre was kind enough to
oblige. She works full-time as the Communications Manager for the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in New York and is the mother
of two young boys.
Victoria Hofmo: Where are you from in
Norway?
Annette Orre: I’m from Orre, a tiny village on the southwest coast (30 km from
Stavanger).
VH: How long have you been running?
AO: I have been running on and off
(mostly off) for a couple of years, but started
training for this race in February this year.
VH: What about the sport appeals to
you?
AO: Being a mother of two little boys,
going for a run is a very welcome opportunity to have some alone time, to listen to a
podcast, music, or just think. I was offered
an open space, and decided to sign up after
a rather unsuccessful attempt to run 5 km
when my youngest son was six or seven
weeks. I also decided to tell everyone I knew
immediately, to ensure that there would be
no way out without losing face. And yes, I
regretted that decision quite a few times over
the next nine months.
VH: How did you train to prepare yourself for this marathon?
AO: Way less than I had planned. With
a full-time job and a baby who gets up at
5:00-6:00 a.m. and a son who just started
kindergarten, it has been hard to find time to
run during the day or afternoon. But I tried

Chess: World Championship win for
Carlson

Photos courtesy of Annette Orre
Left: Annette poses with her medal after completing the New York City Marathon.
Below: It was very cold the morning of the race,
but runners and onlookers alike braved the
weather.

Defending World Champion Magnus
Carlsen of Norway defeated challenger
Viswanathan Anand of India in the second
game in the World Chess Championship
2014 at Sotsji on Sunday, November 9.
With his first victory in the second tie of
the 12-game match, Carlsen now leads the
series by 1.5-0.5.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Increased Tippeligaen attendance

The average crowd size for Tippeligaen increased by just over 2 percent from 2013 to
2014. The average number of tickets sold
was 6,965 tickets for each game. Odd increased the most, while Rosenborg is the
team that drew the most spectators per game
with an average of 13,915.
(NRK)

Football: Brann starts at home

Brann will play the first qualifier game on
their home field on November 23. They
will meet the winner of the game between
Mjøndalen IF and Bærum SK, which will be
played on Saturday, November 15, in Mjøndalen.
(NRK)

to put down three runs a week, too often, unfortunately, indoors and after 8:30 p.m.
VH: Have you ever run in a marathon
before?
AO: No, this was my first.
VH: What did you eat the night before
the run and the morning of the run?
AO: Pasta and Norwegian chocolate
(Firkløver) the night before, oatmeal with
almonds and berries, an apple, a banana, and
a little more Norwegian chocolate on the
morning of the race.
VH: What challenges did you face during the run?
AO: I tripped and fell after approximately 200 meters on the Verrazzano Bridge, possibly out of sheer joy and excitement. The
first half of the race was amazing, then both
my legs started cramping entering Queeensborough Bridge, and kept doing so for the
rest of the marathon.
VH: What was it like to run in New
York? How did those watching respond?
AO: Amazing! It made me love the city
even more, most of all because of the spectators and the volunteers! Waiting in the cold
for hours to cheer enthusiastically for every
runner, they make this day so special.
VH: Could you describe some highlights?
AO: Many highlights! Like receiving a
video message from my husband and sons
Olav and Peder cheering only minutes before the start, sharing a coffee and a banana

with my friends in the freezing Staten Island
cold at 6:30 a.m., the adrenalin and outburst
of joy when thousands of runners crossed the
Verezzano bridge in the morning sun, seeing
Fifth Avenue filled with spectators and runners—wow! And of course, hearing someone say, “There’s only 200 meters left.”
VH: Is there anything you’d like to add?
AO: I’m already looking forward to doing it again next year!
And we Norwegians in Brooklyn can’t
wait to cheer you on.

Football: Aalesund picks up Swedish
striker

The Tippeligaen club Aalesund has secured
the Swedish striker Carl Björk (22), reports
NTB. Carl Thomas Kenneth Björk has
signed a three-year contract with Aalesund.
The last two seasons, he has played for Brattvåg in the third division.
According to the website of the Norwegian Football Association, the Swede has
scored 70 goals in two seasons for Brattvåg,
which finished second behind Strindheim.
The striker has trained with Aalesund in the
fall, and the 22-year-old will officially join
the elite club on January 1, 2015.
(NRK)

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
r e sults
11/9

Bodø/Glimt

3 – 2 Viking

11/9

Haugesund

2 – 3 Brann

11/9

Molde

2 – 0 Odd

11/9

Rosenborg

4 – 1 Strømsgodset

11/9

Sandnes Ulf

1 – 2 Aalesund

11/9

Sarpsborg 08

3 – 2 Lillestrøm

11/9

Sogndal

0 – 2 Stabæk

11/9

Vålerenga

1 – 0 Start

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com

S tandin g s
Tippeligaen		
PLD PTS
1. Molde 		
2. Rosenborg		
3. Odd			
4. Strømsgodset		
5. Lillestrøm		
6. Vålerenga 		
7. Aalesund		
8. Sarpsborg 08		
9. Stabæk		
10. Viking		
11. Haugesund		
12. Start			
13. Bodø/Glimt		
14. Brann		
15. Sogndal		
16. Sandnes Ulf		

30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30

71
60
58
50
46
42
41
40
39
36
36
35
35
29
24
22

6 • November 14, 2014		

norwegian american weekly

opinion

On the EDGE

An opinion column about current issues in Norway and the United States
Join the conversation!
Why I don’t hunt

Jan Trygve Utkilen
Portland, Ore.

I eat meat. A filet done medium rare
is a delight to my pallet. I try to limit
my intake of beef to about once a week
as high blood pressure and a heart that
is no longer in marathon shape dictates
a healthier diet. I never knowingly eat
“wild” meat, but I don’t have a problem
with herds of deer or elk being thinned
by hunters who know what they are doing even though the necessity for having
to thin the herds is usually due to loss of
habitat or poor game management.
I find hunting abhorrent simply because they enjoy it. It disgusts me that I
am part of a species that takes great joy in
the killing of animals. Hunters don’t just
enjoy killing an animal, they relish in it,
take great pride in their accomplishment,
brag about it and mount the horns (or the
whole head) somewhere in their home as
proof of their prowess. Walk into most
auto repair shops, transmission or body
shops, and you will find a bulletin board
with at least one picture of a hunter kneeling next to a dead antlered animal, holding his rifle and smiling from ear to ear as
if he had just saved a local village from a
man-eating rogue elk. I really hope they
possess some logic or reasoning that I just
can’t fathom as the only emotion I can
muster is disgust. I read with repugnance
Sarah Palin’s comment after she killed

Photo: Library of Congress
Former U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt’s 1909 hunting trip helped popularize the African safari,
yet he is hailed as a conservationist.

somewhat self-serving to me.
Please don’t tell me that people hunt
for economic reasons. For the great majority,
one can buy a lot more meat at Safeway than
they can for the money spent on high powered rifles, ammunition, camping gear, ridiculous camouflage clothing, not to mention
4-wheel drive pickups and campers. I have
no qualms with the few who actually have an
economic need to put meat on the table. I am
certainly no fan of poachers but I have more
sympathy for someone who hunts out of season because they need the meat than for the
legal hunter who salivates at the thought of

an elk. She found it “fulfilling and uplifting”
(or some such adjective). I find the killing of
cows in slaughterhouses less objectionable. I
have never seen a slaughterhouse employee
pictured proudly next to a dead cow. I don’t
for a second buy into the theory that the average hunter becomes a better steward of the
land (as was argued in this space a few weeks
ago). There are isolated cases where groups
that support hunting improve habitat (Ducks
Unlimited come to mind) but I would think
of them in a totally different light if they did
it just for the ducks and did not encourage
hunting on the habitat they improve. Seems

a buck in his sights. What I find so sad is
that many hunters can actually appreciate
the majestic beauty of a bull elk on a ridge
top for a second or two before they put a
bullet into him.
Of all hunters, I find trophy hunters
the most despicable. I really think that
they must be mentally deranged to do
what they do. It has to have its basis in
a feeling of inadequacy that can only be
alleviated by destroying big game, like
an elephant or a tiger. I recently watched
the excellent documentary on the Roosevelts by Ken Burns on PBS. Teddy Roosevelt did more than any other president
in setting aside lands as National Parks,
National Monuments, Wilderness Areas,
etc. and has been described as our “great
conservationist president.” Yet this is the
same man who went to Africa and killed
over a thousand animals because he found
it so enjoyable. How can this be a conservationist? It hurts my brain. Are people
just that callous, so blind? I’m beginning
to think they are. And they call it “sport.”
I am not religious. I live in an area
where we commute closely with nature
and see its cruelty on a daily basis. Last
summer I saw a raccoon catch a duckling
and it started killing it by first eating its
legs. How can one believe in “intelligent
design” when it’s obvious that the designer is a sadist? A benevolent designer could
have done so much better. But I hope I am
wrong. Maybe there is a heaven, and if
there is, I hope God is a buffalo.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is not an endorsement of them.
Comments, suggestions, and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

< russia

From page 3

were not violating Norwegian airspace, Norway Ministry of Defense officials told The
Foreigner on Friday, November 7.
The events were no different from how
they have been for the last few years on a
general level, according to the military, with
the number of scrambles and IDs the same
since 2006.

Moreover, “the planes were flying in
international airspace, so there was no conflict,” said press spokesperson Lieutenant
Colonel Ivar Moen. “We’re familiar with
their strategies.”
NATO radars also tracked the aircraft.
“These sizable Russian flights represent an
unusual level of air activity over European
airspace,” according to a statement released.
“What is significant is that across history, most of these incursions have been very

small groups of airplanes, sometimes singletons or at most two aircraft,” U.S. Air Force
General Philip Breedlove, the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, said during a
Pentagon briefing.
“What you saw this past week was a
larger, more complex formation of aircraft
carrying out a little deeper—and I would say
a little bit more provocative—flight path,”
the general added.
The Norwegian military has compiled

a list of scrambles and IDs for the 2006-14
period (through October 31).
Compared with recent years, there was a
large increase between 2006 and 2007, with
scrambles and IDs up 260 percent and 530
percent, respectively. 2007-08 saw roughly
the same levels.
“The number of IDs during the 1980s
was approximately 500–600 per year. This
was drastically reduced during the 1990s and
early 2000s,” the military said.
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Halden, Norway

Photo courtesy of Skogfjorden, Concordia’s Norwegian Language Village

Circles of families
When speaking about life and the world
we live in, Black Elk said, “…the power of
the world always works in circles” (from
Black Elk Speaks by John G. Neihardt). In
thinking about Skogfjorden, Concordia’s
Norwegian Language Village, and how
it has had an impact on me and my life, I
could not help but think of all of the different family circles that have been reaffirmed,
created, and intertwined because of my experiences and the people I have met there.
My nuclear family is the first family circle
that connected me to Norway and from there
to Skogfjorden. My grandmother and mother
told me stories about Norway, taught me a
few Norwegian phrases, and instilled in me a
sense of history with roots reaching back to
Gudbrandsdalen. Once this connection was
made within my own family, I was eager to
learn more, and upon hearing about Skogfjorden, anxious to attend.
Attending Skogfjorden in the north
woods of Minnesota was one of the best
choices I ever made because it gave me
another family circle, intertwined and extended from my nuclear family. I gained new
friends. I learned about different ways of
thinking about the world and the people in
it, and as the years went on, I started to break
into yet another family circle, the Concordia

Language Villages (CLV) circle. Joining
the CLV family circle extended my horizons
even further. I learned about other cultures
and languages. I met friends from various countries around the world, and I truly
learned what it meant to be a global citizen.
After graduating college I decided to
move to Norway to be an au pair for a year.
I lived with a family of Norwegian and
French descent and was introduced to an
even greater, global family circle. Suddenly
I was having dinner with people from around
the world. I was hearing languages and experiencing cultures from Europe, Africa, and
Asia. I was becoming a much more wellrounded individual and I remember feeling
proud when a Bulgarian friend told me that
she had never liked Americans, but after
meeting me, realized that some Americans
are good people. What this comment meant
to me was that all of those family circles,
from home, to Skogfjorden, to CLV, had allowed me to help someone else expand her
horizons as well. “The power of the world
works in circles” indeed, and I cannot think
of a better gift than to encourage someone to
expand their own family circles.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth “Elsebet” Moorhead
Oslo, Norway

Han Ola og Han Per

Dear Editor,
I was delighted to read Molly’s article
about Halden, Norway [October 31]. My sisters and I visited there in May. We went to
the family farm, attended a church service,
explored the fortress, and ate by the water
(baked potato with shrimp topping!). We felt
a connection to our great-grandmother and
to her grandfather who was an Eidsvollsman.
Without Norwegian American Weekly
we would not have been there!
Over the years I read in the paper about
Syttende Mai and then about the Eidsvollsmen and the approach of the 200th anniversary celebration for May 17, 2014. I became curious regarding a 1933 newspaper
clipping from our great-grandmother that
mentioned her un-named grandfather as “a
signer of the Norwegian Declaration of Independence.” Through your newspaper I found
the researchers at the Norwegian-American
Genealogical Center in Madison, Wisconsin, and Michael Bovre’s website for Eidsvollsmen Council of North America. With a
combination of translations, research, study
of old maps, and a family genealogist we
finally found the identity of our Eidsvollsman in December 2013 and decided to make
the trip. Like Molly, we had a list of special
things in Oslo and at Eidsvoll Manor, but the
best part of our experience was when we visited the Halden area.
Thanks for continuing to keep us connected to all things Norwegian.
Sincerely,
Karla Lunde Barber

< terror
From page 3

preparations. If we can implement the necessary measures, the risk for an attack will be
reduced, Bjørnland explains.
This summer, several measures were put
into effect when a concrete terror threat was
directed at Norway. Armed police, stricter
border controls, and more security around
important buildings were among the visible
measures. Bjørnland does not want to comment on whether the same actions will be
taken this time.
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with new translations by John Erik Stacy
Ha ha ha—oh good
land for a sight!

Look here, Værmor,
we found Lars’s jug
over in the woods.

If that is his jug, then he
isn’t far off either, this
much I know. We must
go out and look for him.

There he
is boy!
He’s acting
like he’s afraid
of people.

That fool has lost the
little sense he had.
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Pumpkin waffles with lingonberry cream
A Nordic use for the ubiquitous fall gourd,
from the Sons of Norway recipe box

Pumpkin waffles
2 1/2 tsps baking powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/4 tsp salt
1/4 tsp ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp ground or freshly grated nutmeg
1/8 tsp ground cloves
1/2 cup whole wheat flour
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
3/4 cup pumpkin puree

1/4 cup milk
1/4 cup eggnog (If you cannot find
eggnog you can substitute an equivalent amout of heavy cream combined
with 1 3/4 tsp rum extract)
1/8 cup brown sugar
1/8 cup melted butter
1 egg white

Mix the baking powder, baking soda, salt, spices, and flours. Set aside.
Combine the pumpkin puree, milk, eggnog, brown sugar, and butter. Add in the flour
mixture and fold until well blended.
In another bowl, whip the egg whites until they hold stiff peaks and gently mix this into
the waffle batter. Your batter should be nice and thick, yet airy.
Spray your waffle iron with a non-stick spray and preheat. Cook until waffles are nicely
browned.

Lingonberry cream sauce
1/4 cup lingonberry puree
1/4 cup granulated sugar
1/8 cup cream

In a saucepan over medium heat, combine the sugar and lingonberries. When the
sauce starts to simmer whisk in the cream
slowly. Keep warm until ready to serve.

This recipe was provided courtesy of Sons of Norway, a Fraternal Life Insurance company
dedicated to making a difference within its communities by directing profits into cultural
programming and philanthropic endeavors.

Photo: Tine Mediebank
Pumpkin up those waffles! But keep it Norwegian with plenty of lingonberry cream sauce on top.

Visit our open house!
November 22, 10-5:30 & November 23, 11-4
free coffee, cookies,
and non-alcoholic glogg

We h a v e e v e r y t h i n g y o u
need for a Nordic Holiday!
6719 15th Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98117
Order online at www.scanspecialties.com
(877) 784-7020

The Premiere Scandinavian Marketplace in the Northwest
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Dublin: an Irish city with Viking roots
< dublin
From page 1

Photos: Thor A. Larsen
Top: Dublin’s Liffey River, with the first Viking settlement in the distance on the left.
Above: Vikings enjoying their Splash Tour.
Left: Beneath the 18th-century Christ Church, one can still see the
foundation of the Vikings’ original wooden church.

	
  

Dublin called “Viking Splash Tours.” On
the Splash Tour, you ride in a World War II
amphibious vehicle and Viking guides provide an incredibly lively, informative, and
entertaining tour of key Dublin sights. The
guides provide you with Viking helmets and
you join in singing as this strange vehicle
travels through the streets of Dublin and
into the Liffey River. There are a number of

these Splash Tour Vehicles traveling through
Dublin at the same time, and as you walk the
streets you will hear the “Viking” tourists
scream and holler as they share in the Viking
culture of Dublin.
We only had two and a half days for
Dublin but could easily have needed another
five days to absorb the beauty, charm, and
rich history of this magnificent Viking city.

uio.no/summerschool

l

Come	
  to	
  Norway,	
  Meet	
  the	
  World!	
  

iss@stolaf.edu

has more old books on the Vikings than possibly anywhere else in the world.
Well, after this somewhat serious tour of
the key Viking sights and artifacts, it is time
for the traveler to have some local food and,
of course, the key local beverage, Guinness.
After fortifying ourselves thusly, we
signed up to take a tour on a most unique
and exciting tour around the main sights of

(800)639-0058

June 20- July 31, 2015

cated about a thousand feet up a modest hill
from the banks of the Liffey River.
Not far from the Thing mote, in 1038,
the “Christian” Vikings established the original Christ Church Cathedral by building the
first wooden church. In 1240 a more permanent cathedral was built, and rebuilt in the
1870s. In the basement of the Christ Church
one can still see the original stone foundations of the original Christ Church.
To get an excellent appreciation of the
way the Vikings lived in Dublin during these
three hundred years, one must visit an interactive museum across the street from Christ
Church Cathedral called “Dublin,” where
the visitor can “Meet the Vikings face to
face.” This museum provides buildings and
realistic settings for Viking streets, the slave
market, encampments, and more.
The magnificent National Museum of
Ireland also contains a number of fine Viking
items, including swords, coins, and jewelry.
Many of these items were uncovered in the
1970s at the early settlement on the bank of
the Liffey. According to the museum, the Vikings established new trade routes leading
to a marked increase of silver into the Irish
economy. Scandinavian design styles such
as “Ringerike” found their way into local
jewelry and special decorations.
When visiting this museum, I was
amazed of the number of books in the bookstore on Vikings, both for adults and children.
Speaking of books, the most impressive
sight was the halls of the “Old Library” of
Trinity College. Aside from the thousands of
old books from floor to ceiling, there was a
very large poster commemorating the great
sea battle at Clontarf between the Vikings
and Irish High King Brian Boru, when the
Irish reclaimed Dublin from the Vikings. I
would expect that this phenomenal library

God Jul og
Godt Nyttår!
Find us online: www.marinamarket.com
Largest selection of specialty Scandinavian
foods in the Puget Sound and on the Internet

Nøkkelost: $14.99 / pound!
Photo courtesy Hurtigruten

Marina Market
18882 Front Street, Poulsbo, Wa 98370
Phone: (888) 728-0837
Fax: (360) 779-4315
email: info@marinamarket.com
On the web: www.marinamarket.com

For the lowest Hurtigruten fares, call:

1 800 334 6544
www.cruisenorway.com

10 • November 14, 2014

Roots & Connections

norwegian american weekly

Are there scallywags in your family tree?
Searching out your roots, whether through DNA or more traditional genealogy, can be
enlightening, but beware—you may reveal secrets you’d rather remained hidden
Shelby Gilje
Seattle, Wash.

A challenge from two granddaughters
prompted me to check out my family history
after they announced: “Bestemor, we are
more Norwegian than you!”
But yes, they had done the math correctly. Since my late husband, their paternal
grandfather, was born in Stavanger, Norway,
it meant their father was half Norwegian, and
his girls were at least one-fourth Norwegian.
I have guessed that I am about oneeighth Norwegian. Credit that to my maternal great-grandfather, Sever Andrew Einum,
born in July 1867 in Trondheim, Norway,
who immigrated to the United States in 1871
with his parents. Unfortunately Sever died at
age 41 in Snohomish County, so I know little
about him. My maternal grandmother told
me her father had died in a logging accident,
and that her mother, the former Emma Ford,
eventually remarried.
I have always hoped to learn whether
I have a drop of Native American blood as
long rumored in my father’s family. He once
told me that half of the family wanted to
prove it had Native American heritage; the
other half did not want to know.
So with that background and only bits of
information I decided to test my deoxyribonucleic acid—that’s DNA.
DNA saliva tests for ethnicity range
from about $80 to about $200, plus postage,
depending on whether you choose Ancestry,
23andMe or National Geographic’s Genographic. The International Society of Genetic Genealogy at www.isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA_testing_comparison_chart
provides a comparison chart of costs, and
other details for www.23andMe.com, www.
Ancestry.com,
genographic.nationalgeographic.com and similar services.
Frankly, I balked at some of the detailed
questions about my medical issues asked by
23andMe before the test. And I chose not to
answer all questions. Why were they asking?
The company says in its privacy statement that it does not sell, lease, or rent your
personal information without permission.
Additionally it states: “Self-Reported Information is all information about yourself,
including your disease conditions, other
health-related information, personal traits,

Photos courtesy of Shelby Gilje
Grandparents: William Ellis Evans, Sr. (left) remained married to his first wife through 25 years of his marriage to Myrtle Grace Einum (second from
left), from whom the author gets her Norwegian Ancestry. William Collard (second from right) reached America as a stowaway from England, and married Mary Thompson (right) in 1890. She is the one rumored to have Native American ancestry.

ethnicity, family history, and other information that you enter into surveys, forms, or
features while signed in to your 23andMe account. Self-Reported Information is included
in 23andMe Research only if you have given
consent as described in the applicable Consent Document.”
After the test results were in I received
notices from the service that two males distantly related to me would like to correspond.
I chose not to respond.
A DNA test from my saliva by Ancestry.com indicated I am just a smidgeon over
one-eighth Norwegian. But to my surprise I
have nearly 35 percent Irish heritage. On that
subject one Norwegian friend said: “Well,
the Vikings were everywhere so of course
you have some Irish blood, but it’s really
Norwegian.” (The Norwegians will claim all
that they can!)
Ancestry.com reported:
100% European, divided as below:
35% Ireland
29% Western Europe
14 % Scandinavian
14% Great Britain
6% Iberian Peninsula
2% trace Finland/Northwest Russia
I also consulted 23andMe.com to learn
whether the two tests would agree. They differed a bit. From 23andMe I was found to be
not quite 9 percent Scandinavian in contrast
with 14 percent from Ancestry.com. Interesting, but perhaps it depends on how things are
categorized.

ChRistMas GREEtinGs!
Reserve space for your personalized greeting in the Christmas Issue!
Name:_____________________________________________________
Message:___________________________________________________
City, State:______________________ Phone:______________________
Merry Christmas!

Bjorn and nina
steffensen
Staten Island, N.Y.

$15 for small ad

God Jul og
Godt Nyttår til
alle venner!
Ola og Berit nordmann
Blue Mounds, Wis.

$25 for large ad

Deadline: DECEMBER 5. Mail this form today!

23andMe.com tests reported:
99.8% European
58.9% British & Irish
8.8% Scandinavian
3.9% French & German
27.6% Broadly Northern European
0.5% Broadly European
0.2 East Asian & Native American
0.1% Native American
0.1% Broadly East Asian & Native
American
0.1% Unassigned
Ancestry.com did not detect any Native American component in my DNA
tests. However, results from 23andMe.com
showed 0.1 percent Native American roots.
Not much, but a touch to back up some family members’ claims.
But wait: 23andMe.com also detected
2.3 percent Neanderthal DNA in my tests.

Clearly I will have to stop saying: “You Neanderthal, what were you thinking?” as a pejorative. Because I’m one of them!
“So, we’re all from a ‘melting pot’
just as we were taught. Works for me!” one
brother said.
As I awaited test results from the two
services, I searched birth, immigration, marriage, divorce, and death records more intensively that I had done previously.
While it is interesting to learn about
one’s family history, don’t be surprised to
find a few skeletons in your historical closet.
I confirmed that my maternal grandfather, William Ellis Evans, Sr., was a bigamist, a status about which I had received
hints before, and my paternal grandfather,
William Collard, had come to the U.S. from
England as a stowaway.
“You have a checkered history!” a
friend said when told the news. I prefer to

See > scallywags, page 14

17. november
Sigurd Gigiksen
Long Island NY
Georg M. Kjonsvik
Seattle WA
Bjarne Selnes
Hood Rivers OR

14. november
Bernhard Dvergedal
Evanston IL
Malm Furan
Kelowna BC Canada
Gene Ganung
Eugene OR
Marvin Hanson
Hixton WI
Marit Andol Kringstad
Minneapolis MN
Ulrik Ruud
Salt Lake City UT
15. november
Signora Byre
Appleton MN
Knut Helland
Åsgårdstrand Norway
Emma Johnson
Sunnyside WA
Karsten Anker Klevjer
Federal Way
WA
Terry Terwilliger
East Satauket NY
Brent Weidemann
Anacortes WA

18. november
Randi Berntsen Cruze
Castro Valley
CA
Ingvald Dale
Lacey WA
19. november
Barney Bordsen
Rio Linda CA
Aagot Eide
Baltic SD
James Tollev Hill
Denver CO
Pete Otnes
Seattle WA
Karen Uhl
Portland OR
Sharon L. Willoughby Coral Springs FL
20. november
William Anderson
Coquille OR
Per Fredrik Bamer
Oslo Norway
Paul Borg
Rainier OR
Carol Christensen
Seattle WA
Mrs. John Haugum
Montevideo MN

Want to see your birthday in the
16. november
Gudrun Bakstad
Romedal Norway
Norwegian American Weekly?
Johannes Bruvik
Salem OR
Peter Fosseide
Duluth MN Email naw@na-weekly.com or call (800) 305-0217.
Margit Holm
Jessheim Norway Birthdays must be submitted one month in advance.
Per Erik Jacobsen
Plymouth MA NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us!
Arthur Nilsen
Tacoma WA

Deadline: DECEMBER 5 – Mail this form today!
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@na-weekly.com to place an obituary.

Faith Lorraine Fjeld (Oskuvárri)
June 2, 1935 – October 18, 2014
Faith Fjeld, former San Francisco/Oakland, California; Duluth and Minneapolis,
Minnesota; and Anchorage (and elsewhere),
Alaska, resident, passed away on October 18,
2014 in Moab, Utah. She was born on June
2, 1935, to Dr. Lawrence Fjeld and Lorraine
(Simerson) Fjeld in Kalispell, Montana. She
has been lovingly referred to as “the Grandmother of the contemporary North American
Sami Community.” Her Sami name, Oskuvárri, means literally the same as her given
name: “Faith Mountain.”
She spent most of her childhood in Montana where her father was a Western Norwegian Lutheran Church bishop. Her mother
was a lifelong teacher. She often remarked
about her strict Lutheran upbringing. Faith
graduated from Murray High School in St.
Paul, Minn., and St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn., in 1957 with a degree in Art.
After she married, she lived in Denver, San Francisco, Japan, England, and the
Netherlands, where she worked as an editor,
accomplished artist, and fashion model. In
the 1960s Faith was active in the civil rights
movement and in Another Mother for Peace.
Following her divorce, she settled in
San Francisco in the late 1970s and spent a
happy part of her life raising her two sons,
developing her work as a fabric collage artist, and being an active part of the San Francisco jazz community. She also made banana
bread that she sold at local bakeries. As her
kids became young adults, she did graduate
work at San Francisco State University in
American Indian Symbolism.
Faith became very involved with the
Bay Area American Indian community, and
at times she traveled and stayed for extended
periods of time in western South Dakota
Lakota reservations. It was there that she
eventually understood that she had extensive
Sami ancestry on her father’s side.
She attended the World Congress of Indigenous Peoples conference in Panama in
1984, meeting Sami community activists
who invited her to the 1990 WCIP meeting
in Tromsø, Norway, Sápmi. From there, she
met her Sami family and made lifelong Sami
leadership friends. After traveling nearly the
entire Sami homelands of Norway, Sweden,
and Finland, she started developing the new
North American Sami Journal publication,
Báiki. It was during ongoing Sami civil
rights and environmental struggles that led
to the founding of the Sami parliaments in
the Nordic countries. She also met her South
Sami family, among them the Norfjell family, who presented her with her own Gakti,
traditional Sami clothing from her North
Trøndelag, Norway, Sápmi area.
Faith became the founding editor of
Báiki: the North American/International
Sami Journal. The word báiki means “the
home that lives in your heart, wherever you
go, and literally, your hometown.” Through
Báiki, and through her writing, lectures,
classes, and exhibits, she became a leader
and inspiration for the North American
Sami Reawakening Community, connecting
countless Sami descendants with each other
and their heritage.
Having already started the “California
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Siida” Sami activities group, which to this
day participates in local and statewide activities, Faith moved to Duluth, Minnesota,
in 1992. She helped found “the Great Northern Siida” (northern Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan). In 1993 she moved to Minneapolis and did the same there; the “Minneapolis
Siida” remains a unique community group.
February 1996 saw the birth of the
“Sami Siida of North America” in Palo,
Minnesota, by the then combination of the
“Great Northern” folks. It was the third attempt at formation of a North American
representative group, a longtime dream of
Faith. It held as a peaceful, social, and community events network for many years.
In 1997 both Faith and Báiki co-editor
Nathan Muus had moved back to Oakland,
California, and opened the Báiki office. 1998
brought the historic Centennial Manitoba reunion in Poulsbo, Washington, of the Alaska
Sami family descendants and friends, including some 25 relatives from Sápmi. During this time Faith was also the associate
writer for her neighborhood newspaper, The
New Fillmore.
From 2004 Faith lived in Alaska for
five years, connecting with Sami and Native Alaskan Yup’ik and Inupiaq families,
researching with Sami Alaskan descendants,
and co-curating the exhibit The Sami Reindeer People of Alaska with Nathan Muus.
Faith also worked for a time at the Alaska
Native Heritage Center as a public consultant regarding Sami culture and impact on
Alaska and North America.
Faith was a founding organizer with
Marlene Wisuri and a board member of the
Sami Cultural Center of North America in
2011, which realized the dream of a physical
space for North American Sami education,
research, and community activities.
She was long active in indigenous and
environmental issues. Her life was filled
with family, friends, and meaningful work.
Some of Faith’s favorite passions included
gardening, jazz, cats, public speaking, travel, scrapbooks, thrift stores, reading mystery
novels, and cooking.
Regarding publications, Faith was the
chief editor for 37 issues of Báiki, guest
writer to the Sons of Norway Viking Magazine, the Vesterheim Norwegian American
Museum magazine, and the exhibit catalog
for The Sami Reindeer People of Alaska.
Her articles have been reprinted many times
over in other books and publications. At the
time of her passing, she was near completion of the anthology The Return of the Sami
Spirit, which will be published in her honor.
Báiki is preparing a special issue, the last of
the subscription-based journal, and the first
of periodic special issues, in Faith’s honor.
Faith was preceded in death by her parents and infant sister, Ruth.
She is survived by sons Bruno Kark of
Emeryville, California; Clay Kark of Moab,
Utah; granddaughters Ruby French-Kark
and Olivia Kark; partner and associate Nathan Muus; and many friends and colleagues
from around the world who remember her
with love and gratitude.

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

I don’t know
I recently saw a survey that asked
people what they thought about heaven.
The questions were multiple-choice and
each had four or five answers to choose
from. Only occasionally, however, did
the choices include the answer, “I don’t
know.” If I filled out such a survey, I
would have liked every question to have
the choice, “I don’t know,” because when
it comes to the hereafter, I don’t believe
that we know much.
The only thing we know for sure
about heaven is that it will be far beyond
anything we could hope for or imagine.
The Prophet Isaiah probably said it best
when he said, “No eye has seen, nor ear
heard, nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love
him.” With these words, Isaiah clearly indicates that God’s heavenly preparations

go far beyond our knowledge or expectations.
Thinking about what heaven will be
like can bring us much joy. Certainly it
will be a life full of immeasurable happiness. For me, however, it is enough to
know that God has prepared a place for
us. What it will be like we do not know,
but we do know that God, through the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, has
provided us with an eternal hope. With the
knowledge of that promise, we can live
with great expectation and contentment
for what the next life will bring. So, even
though we have to answer, “I don’t know,”
to most every question about heaven, we
can be assured that it does exist and that
one day we will be living in the place that
“God has prepared for those who love
him.”

Community Connections
G rat u l erer m e d Dagen !

Happy birthday /
engagement / etc!
Your name and
special message
here!
For more information, call
us at (800) 305-0217 or email
naw@na-weekly.com.

The Norwegian American Chamber of Commerce Greater Seattle Chapter
invites you to our

Annual Christmas Julebord
Seattle Golf Club, 210 NW 145th St., Seattle
Friday, December 5, 2014

11:30 a.m. – Champagne Reception, 12 p.m. – Traditional Luncheon
Live entertainment, Raffle, and NACC Award Presentation
Menu: Orange & Spiced Cranberry Salad, Pork Loin
Rice Cream Dessert, Coffee, and Tea
LINJE Aquavit, Beer, and Wine

Reservations required! RSVP by November 25, 2014
COST: $95 for members, $115 for non-members, $60 for students (limited availability)
You may reserve a table for 8, 9, or 10 people

Send check or credit card information plus your zipcode to:
NACC 7301 5th Ave. NE, Ste. A, Seattle, WA 98115
for reservations call (206) 445-0606 or email: naccseattle@gmail.com
Or visit www.naccseattle.org/events/nacc-julebord/
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in your neighborhood

What’s going on in your neighborhood?
arizona

Lutefisk Dinner
Dec. 6, 1:00 and 4:00 p.m.
Mesa, Ariz.
Enjoy lutefisk and meatballs at Overtro Fjell
6-153 lodge. Tickets are $17. Please call (480)
986-1009 for your tickets now. You can also
purchase a Sons of Norway membership for
only $31.50 with a dinner ticket.

california

Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner
Dec. 5—6
Los Gatos, Calif.
Enjoy a lutefisk and meatball dinner with Nordahl Grieg Lodge. Seatings at 3:30, 5:30, and
7:30 p.m. Be sure to stop by the Solveig Club
bazaar on both days for Scandinavian goods.
Diners are invited to participate in entertainment and dancing on Saturday at 9:00 p.m. All
reservations must be made by mail. At Nordahl Hall. Visit nordahl.grief.org for the cost
and reservation form.

district of columbia

Norwegian Christmas at Union Station
Dec. 2, 6:00—7:30 p.m.
Washington, D.C.
Please join us for the annual Norwegian
Christmas tree lighting ceremony at Union
Station. A tradition begun in 1996, the tree is
a gift from the people of Norway to the people of the United States as thanks for your assistance during and after World War II, and for
the continued friendship between our two nations. This year’s theme: Celebrate the Arctic.
At Union Station, West Carriage Porch.

florida

Sons of Norway Fair
Nov. 22, 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Sarasota, Fla.
Welcome to our fair for Scandinavian and
American Treasures, old and new. Scandinavian food and imports, our biggest Bestemor’s
attic ever, vendors selling rosemaled items,
vintage jewelry, pearl jewelry, fused glass, and
more! At Faith Lutheran Church: 7750 Beneva Rd. Look for our Viking ship out front. For
more info call Claire Loken at (941) 761-1771.

illinois

Taste of Norway
Nov. 22, 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Chicago, Ill.
Features bakery and Scandinavian sale items.
Pea soup lunch available and plenty of coffee, of course! Enjoy the start of the holiday
season with your friends at the Norwegian
Lutheran Memorial Church, “Minnekirken” in
Chicago’s Logan Square. For additional info,
contact Karena at karenadahl@sbcglobal.net
or (224) 622-3606.

Maine

Maine Nordmenn #3-664 Julefest
Dec. 6, 12:00—4:00 p.m.
Brunswick, Maine.
Come and enjoy a Norwegian julebord, desserts, Scandinavian music by Warren Johnson,
singing and dancing around the Christmas
tree, St. Lucia procession, a visit from the Julenisse for the kids, and a silent auction. Admission is $10 for adults; 15 and under free.
For directions, Google “Knights of Columbus,
Brunswick, ME.” Pay at the door or send payment to June Kirk, 1 Yeaton Dr., Waterville,
ME. For more information call (207) 8725298. All are welcome.

Massachusetts

Juletre Fest
Dec. 7
West Newton, Mass.
Join the Norumbega Lodge for their annual
Christmas party! Enjoy cookies baked by

members, a visit from julenisse, and dancing
around the Christmas tree to the music of SAMspill. Other Norumbega musicians are invited to
play along as well. All are welcome!

Minnesota

Turmoil: A Dialogue for Peace
Nov. 18, 7:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, MN.
Join Norway House and the Minnesota Peace
Initiative for a dialogue on ISIL, Ukraine, and the
Arab Awakening. Janet Dolan will provide the
opening remarks and moderate the discussion.
The three panelists are Humphrey School of Public Affairs University of Minnesota Professor J.
Brian Atwood, St. Paul-Minneapolis Committee
on Public Affairs Program Secretary Tom Hanson, and John Radsan from the National Security
Forum and William Mitchell College of Law. At
McNamara Alumni Center. Free and open to the
public.
Book Club: Vikings in the Attic
Nov. 19, 6:30—8:00 p.m.
St. Cloud, Minn.
The Stearns History Museum is hosting Eric
Dregni, author of the recently released Vikings
in the Attic in conjunction with the “New Land,
New Life: Norwegian Immigration in Minnesota
1825—1925″ exhibit.
Winterer’s Gathering & Arctic Film Festival
Nov. 20—23
Grand Marais, Minn.
Celebrate the crafts, customs, landscape, history,
and stories of winter travel and traditional life in
the North. Coursework, workshops, a winter tent
camp, gear swap, community dancing, evening
films, featured speakers, and more. The festival
includes workshops on forging the Scandinavian
Small Forest Axe and Scandanavian-Style Shrink
Boxes, as well as international Arctic films. At
North House Folk School. Visit www.northhouse.
org/programs/events/winterer’sgathering.htm.
Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast
Nov. 25, 7:00—9:00 a.m.
Bloomington, Minn.
This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast (NATB),
bringing people of Nordic heritage together to
offer thanks. The Sons of Norway, the Twin Cities
Nordic Consuls, and this year’s event chairperson, Bruce Karstadt, would love to see you. NATB
also supports two local charities, Second Harvest
Heartland and the Minnesota Military Family
Foundation. At DoubleTree Hotel Bloomington.
“A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol”
Nov. 28—Jan. 4
Minneapolis, Minn.
Back in Minneapolis for its 8th year after seven
years of sold-out performances. “A Don’t Hug Me
Christmas Carol” is a hilarious Minnesota spoof
of Charles Dickens’s “A Christmas Carol.” Set in
a bar in a small Scandinavian town in northern
Minnesota, bar owner Gunner Johnson is visited
by the ghost of Christmas past, present, and future. With 17 original songs including, “I Love
You More Than Football,” “The Wheel is Turnin’
But the Hamster is Dead,” and “Grandma Cut the
Christmas Cheese.” At New Century Theatre. Call
(612) 455-9501 or visit www.DontHugMe.com
for more information.
Norsk Julefest
Dec. 4, 6:00—10:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Norwegian Consulate, Sons of Norway, Norway House, Lakselaget, Nordmands Forbundet,
and Mindekirken are collaborating to being you
the Norsk Julefest! The event will include Norsk
julemat, akevitt tasting, and much more! The gallery will be open for our guests only from 6:00
to 7:00 p.m. At the Weismann Art Museum. For
more information, contact the Norwegian Consulate General at hcg.minneapolis@mfa.org.

Check www.na-weekly.com/events for complete listings
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Calendar of Events
Missouri

Julefest at Cardwell’s
Dec. 13, 5:30 p.m.
Clayton, Mo.
Social hour begins at 5:30 p.m. with entertainment for all ages, including a violinist. Kids will
get a fun pack from Julenissen as well as a picture
with him. Dinner is preceded by a short program
and introduction of the board members. Dinner
is served at 6:30 p.m. Before dessert, we will
hear the Santa Lucia story, and she will lead the
procession to the jul tree for singing and saffron
buns for the children. $35 for members, $45 for
non-members, and $10 for children under 10. At
Cardwell’s: 8100 Maryland Ave. For more information, please visit www.norwaystl.com.

NEW YORK

Music & Literature at Scandinavia House
Nov. 20, 8:00 p.m.
New York, N.Y.
To mark the U.S. launch of the international arts
publication Music & Literature Magazine, Finnish
composer Kaija Saariaho presents a concert with
musical guests devoted to exploring her expansive career. The evening also honors the volume’s
other featured artists—Chinese writer Can Xue
and Norwegian author Stig Sæterbakken. Readings and presentations by Taylor Davis-Van Atta,
publisher of Music & Literature Magazine, and
several prestigious writers accompany the musical performances. At Scandinavia House.
Enchanting Holiday Stories
Dec. 13, 11:00 a.m.
New York, N.Y.
Some of New York’s most famous storytellers
bring to life tales of mythical creatures and fantastic adventures from the far north. Rolf Stang
and Julie Della Torre are back with delightful holiday stories from Norway and Sweden, including
The Legend of the Christmas Rose and Alf Prøysen’s Carpenter Andersen. At Scandinavia House.

North carolina

Scandinavian Christmas Fair
Dec. 6, 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Raleigh, N.C.
A celebration of the rich traditions of the Nordic
countries, this year marks the fair’s 18th anniversary. At the Julmarknad you can enjoy the sights,
sounds, and tastes of Scandinavia: homemade
Scandinavian food, live Nordic entertainment
all day, craft items and imports for sale, a spectacular Lucia Procession, and more! Cost is $7 for
adults and free for children under 13. At North
Carolina State Fairgrounds—Holshouser Building.
Visit www.scanfair.org for more information.

pennsylvania

The Nordic Economic Model: Successes,
Challenges, and the Future
Dec. 15, 1:30 p.m.
Philadelphia, Penn.
The Global Interdependence Center and the
Philadelphia Norwegian‐American Chamber of
Commerce are delighted to present The Nordic
Economic Model: Successes, Challenges, and
the Future, at the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia. This program will bring together leaders from the corporate sector, government, and
academia to discuss the Nordic model’s performance during the recent global economic crisis,
and potential implications for the monetary, fiscal, and investment landscape. For additional information, please visit bit.ly/1215Nordic.

South carolina

Lake Murray Symphony Orchestra Performance
Nov. 16
Irmo, S.C.
The Nordic Club is celebrating 200 years of Norway’s constitution by hosting a concert featuring
Norwegian music performed by the Lake Murray

Symphony Orchestra. Sponsors include the
Royal Embassy of Norway and the Columbia
International Festival. At Harbison Theatre at
Midlands Technical College.

virginia

Norwegian Holiday Festival/Bazaar
Dec. 5—6
Fairfax, Va.
Our 44th annual holiday event features Norway’s cooking, culture, and cool buys. The
café will serve pea soup, open faced salmon
sandwiches, rømmegrøt, rice pudding, beverages, and more. Waffles, krumkake, and lefse
demonstrations will join an expanded selection of Norwegian food products for sale. Seven local traditional Nordic handcraft artisans
join us, along with musicians. At Christ Lutheran Church. Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. on Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Saturday. For more information call (703) 5735943 or visit www.norwaydc.org. Free.

Washington

Yulefest at the Nordic Heritage Museum
Nov. 22—23, 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Seattle, Wash.
The annual Yulefest Raffle features the grand
prize of two roundtrip tickets to Scandinavia
aboard Icelandair, and many other prizes!
Raffle tickets may be purchased before and
during Yulefest at the museum. The weekend-long festival presents more than 40 merchants, open-face sandwiches in the Nordic
Café; treats such as krumkake at Goodiesto-Go, lefse in the Kaffestuga, and Danish
æbleskiver and glögg, a hot spiced wine and
the toast of the Bodega! Fiddlers, singers, and
folk dancers perform throughout the museum. Admission is a suggested donation of $3
for adults, $1 for kids six to 11, and kids under
six are free. Limited parking is available for $2.
Grays Harbor Lodge 2-004 annual Lutefisk
and Meatball Dinner
Nov. 23
Aberdeen, Wash.
Celebrate the holiday season with Grays Harbor Lodge. Menu includes lutefisk, meatballs
and gravy, coleslaw, potatoes, carrots, white
sauce and melted butter, lefse, beverages,
and Scandinavian cookies for dessert. Seatings at 2:00, 4:00, and 6:00 p.m. Reservations
required; call Dixie at (360) 533-2827 or Leif
at (360) 533-1027. At the Sons of Norway Hall.
Craft School: Woven Christmas Hearts
Dec. 2, 7:00—8:30 p.m.
Seattle, Wash.
Weaving Christmas hearts out of paper is an
old Scandinavian tradition. The hearts create a little basket that can be used to decorate Christmas trees or gift boxes, and can
be filled with nuts, candy, or other little surprises. Learn how to make the basic hearts
as well as more complex ones from instructor Ingela Wänerstrand. The special paper for
the hearts is provided along with coffee and
ginger snaps. Bring scissors, pencil, and clear
tape, and candy or nuts to fill your little heart
basket. Cost: $18 for members; $20 for nonmembers. Register at craftschool-christmashearts.eventbrite.com.

Wisconsin

Juletre Fest
Dec. 6, 5:30—9:00 p.m.
Mt. Horeb, Wis.
Vennelag, 5-513 extends a hearty velkommen
to their annual Juletre Fest. Guests can look
forward to traditional music, dancing, and
foods. Bring a dish to pass and your own table
service. Santa will stop by for the little ones.
At Mt. Horeb Community Center.

Send your event to naw@na-weekly.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.
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Save the date for an
Norwegian artist in extraordinary Julefest
Reconstructing Reality:

New York exhibition Norsk Julefest brings the Midwest’s
Special Release
Agora Gallery

Chelsea’s Agora Gallery will feature the
original work of Norwegian artist Mirjam
Clement in Reconstructing Reality. The exhibition opens on November 29, 2014, and
continues until December 19, 2014. The
opening reception takes place on the evening
of December 4, from 6:00–8:00 p.m. Entrance is free and all are warmly welcomed
to attend.
There is a geometric orderliness and
a powerful symbolism conveyed by Norwegian artist Mirjam Clement’s Abstract
Expressionist paintings. Working with saturated colors mixed with pastels to create
extreme combinations with which to render
complex detail, Clement fills her canvases
with opaque layers of paint that meet to form
sharp lines and shapes. Often her pieces contain symmetrical shapes and computer-like
“pixels.” What results are origami-like compositions, with distinct lines and spaces between background and foreground that come
together to achieve a calming yet dynamic
effect.
Much of Clement’s work, particularly
her distinct use of color, has been inspired
by the time she spent growing up and living

in beautiful Norway. As she explains, “I’ve
found that the simplicity of life in Norway,
combined with its nature, have made me fall
in love with all colors at once, and keeping
them clean and precise next to one another
is what it is about for me.” Indeed, through
her work, Clement is able to create her own
mode of expression and an appealing, idiosyncratic art form.
The variety that exists in the exhibition, Reconstructing Reality, creates a sense
of exploration that cannot be denied. The
viewer is able to go from the ephemeral to
the figurative in just a few moments, only to
be snapped back to an equally jarring duality between works of traditional embroidery
and surreal landscapes. The contrast, though
strong, is far from harsh, with each piece
made entirely accessible by the expertise
each artist puts into their own styles and
works, allowing for the viewer to fully enjoy
the full range of art on display.
Agora Gallery is a contemporary fine art
gallery located in the heart of Chelsea’s fine
art district in New York. Established in 1984,
Agora Gallery specializes in connecting art
dealers and collectors with national and international artists.

“Keys,” acrylic on canvas, is one of Clement’s geometric creations.

Scandinavians together in a grand event

Perhaps even these little folk will be there!

Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

Save Thursday, Dec. 4, 6:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. for an outstanding Norsk Julefest! Banding together for their first annual
Christmas extravaganza, Lakselaget, Mindekirken, Nordmanns Forbundet, Norwegian
American Chamber of Commerce of the Upper Midwest, Norway House, Royal Norwegian Honorary Consulate General, and Sons
of Norway cordially invite you to join them
at the Weisman Art Museum at the University of Minnesota, 333 East River Parkway,
Minneapolis.
To suit all ages, the committee has
moved from the traditional sit-down dinner

Photo courtesy of art-mine.com

EDVARD GRIEG SOCIETY, INC. NY
Per Brevig, Founder and President
In association with

MUSICIANS CLUB OF NEW YORK
Brian Hunter, President

Cordially invite you to a concert
of music by Edvard Grieg

CELEBRATING GRIEG

And other Norwegian composers

Heather Johnson, soprano, Karl Kramer,
French Horn and Makiko Hirata, Piano

NOVEMBER 21, 2014 AT 8 PM
LIEDERKRANTZ CLUB, 6 EAST 87TH STREET, NYC
THE CONCERT IS FREE, BUT SEATING IS LIMITED
FOR RESERVATIONS, RSVP TO 201 750 0525

*

Photo courtesy of Leslee Lane Hoyum

to a taste of Norway. Guests will experience everything from traditional Julemat in
“småretter” form, to akevitt tasting to Norwegian Christmas music, to a multi-media
presentation, door prizes, and entrance to the
Weisman Art Museum exhibits.
If you’ve never visited the Weisman Art
Museum, you are in for a special treat. You
will experience firsthand how the museum
creates art experiences that spark discovery,
critical thinking, and transformation that link
the university and the community.
For more information, contact the Royal
Norwegian Honorary Consulate General at
hcg.minneapolis@mfa.no. Reservations are
required.

Join our community!
Just $70 for 47 issues

*

Call (800) 305-0217 or email naw@na-weekly.com for details
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Norwegian Language Corner
NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES and TROLLS

Volume 2

With 21 classic folk tales, fairy tales, and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English, “Tuss og Troll” is now
serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner. The stories are from the collections
of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland,
Johannes Farestveit, and Nana Rise-Lynum. Translated by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad
Raneng. Illustrated by Solveig Muren Sanden, Jens R. Nilssen, and Ralph A. Styker. “Tuss og Troll” was edited,
designed, and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri publishing. Copyright © Norsk Barneblad.

Til skogs og byggja hus
del 2

To the forest and build a house
part 2

— Ein sit alltid best på eigen benk,
la veren til.
Grisen var samd i det og ville vera
med. — Det er fagnad i fint fylgje, sa han
til veren, då han var komen seg ut. Og så
skunda dei seg og la i veg.
Då dei hadde fari eit stykke, møtte
dei ei gås. — God dag, godtfolk, og takk
for sist! Kvar skal det folket av som fer så
fort? sa ho.
— Vi vil til skogs, byggja hus og bu
for oss sjølve. I eigen heim er kvar mann
herre, sa veren.
— Kan eg få vera med? Godt lag gjer
stuttare dag, sa gåsa.
— Med å snavla og skvaldra byggjer
ein korkje hus eller hytte, grynta grisen.
— Kva kunne du gjera, du då?
— Med råd og med lempe kjem ein
kryp så langt som ei kjempe, sa ho. — Eg
kan nappa mose og dytta i veggfara, så
huset vert tett og varmt. Ja, grisen ville
gjerne ha det godt og varmt, og gåsa
skulle få vera med. Men ho greidde ikkje
fara så fort, ho.
Då dei hadde gått eit stykke, kom ein
hare hoppande ut or skogen. — God dag,
godtfolk, og takk for sist! Kor langt skal de
labba i dag? sa han.
— Vi vil til skogs og byggja oss hus.
Når borte er freista, er heime best, svara
veren.
— Eg har hus i kvar buske, eg, sa haren, — men om vinteren seier eg ofte at
lever eg til sumaren, skal eg byggja meg
hus. Eg kunne ha hug til å vera med.
— Ja, skulle vi koma i ei klemme,
kunne vi ha deg til bikkjeskræme, let
grisen.

“One always sits better in one’s own
chair,” added the ram.
The pig agreed with that and wanted
to come along. “Such a delightful company to be with,” said he to the ram, once
he was out of the pigpen. And so they
hurried and set off.
When they had gone some distance,
they met a goose. “Good day, good people, and thanks for the last time we met!
Where are these fine people off to, who
are traveling so hurriedly?” said she.
“We are off into the forest to build
a house and live by ourselves. In one’s
home, man is his own master,” said the
ram.
“May I come along? Good company
makes the days shorter,” said the goose.
“Though gossiping and chattering
will not build a house or a hut,” the pig
grunted. “What can you do then?”
“Slow and steady wins the race,”
said she. “I can pluck moss and stick it in
the cracks between the logs, so that the
house will be solidly built and warm.”
Aye, the pig did want it nice and warm,
so the goose was also allowed to come
along. But she was not able to walk as
fast.
When they had walked some distance, a hare came a-hopping out of
the woods. “Good day, good people and
thank you for the last time we met! How
far shall you be hiking today?” said he,
being polite.
“We are going to the forest to build
us a house. East west, home is best,” answered the ram.
“I have a home in every bush, I do,”
said the hare, “but during the winter, I often say that if I live through to summer, I
will build myself a house. I wouldn’t mind
coming along though.”
“Aye, should we come into a squeeze,
we could use you as a dog lure,” said the
pig in fun.

$29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com
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Miss the beginning? Sign up
for our digital edition and get
access to back issues!

< scallywags
From page 10

call it colorful.
I learned that my paternal grandfather,
William Collard, and his brother, Charles
Collard, who emigrated from England, apparently had not been paying customers
aboard ship because no records of their arrival exist. A researcher at the Federal Archives
in Seattle noted that it was not unusual for
immigrants to enter the United States as
stowaways in that era. My paternal grandfather, William Collard, was born June 4,
1861, in Wiveliscombe, England’s Somerset
area, and died September 26, 1913, in Spokane, Washington. He left a widow and nine
surviving children, including my father, who
was then about 3 1/2 years old.
When William Collard was in his 20s,
he rented a room from a family in Spokane
County, Washington. On April 10, 1890,
he married one of his landlord’s daughters,
Mary Thompson, who became my paternal
grandmother. Mary was born February 26,
1873, in Tecumseh, Nebraska, and died June
9, 1949. She was rumored to have Native
American ancestry.
My maternal grandfather, William Evans, was born to Welsh immigrants in Ohio in
1882 or 1884—sources disagree on the year.
Myrtle Grace Einum, my maternal grandmother, was born March 19, 1891, in Dunn
County, Menominee, Wisconsin. W.E., as he
was often called, married Myrtle in August,
1909, in Victoria, B.C., but did not divorce

his first wife until 1934. By then Myrtle and
William had four children. No wonder Myrtle and other family members were furious
at learning the truth, though she never discussed it with me. I do recall hearing hushed
conversations on the subject between my
mother and aunt, but they gave me no specifics. Ultimately William and Myrtle married
legally, but divorced about 1945. When he
died in the fall of 1958 he was being cared
for by his sister in Colorado.
I do not know how or why the information surfaced about my grandfather’s
first marriage. As a child I once asked my
grandmother why she was so angry with my
grandfather. She simply smiled and said:
“He’s a scallywag,” a word I had to look up.
I believe she wanted me to love him, despite
his checkered marital history.
While it is easy to see how marriages
might have been casually dismissed by some
folks that long ago, I find it inexcusable.
People moved and lost contact with previous
friends and maybe spouses in other states.
Hand-written records were not kept as precisely as they are today. And of course there
was no internet, no Facebook that sometimes reveals too much information; no cell
phones, no texting or tweeting. Long-distance phone calls generally were made only
to notify family and friends of a death.
All this research has reminded me that I
should have studied genealogy much earlier
in life while some ancestors were still living.
How about you? Done your family history
yet? Don’t wait too long.

< diversity
From page 3

To the Left, many active Labor (Ap)
politicians have a minority background,
though the Socialist Left’s (SV) leadership is
strikingly white.
Pakistani-Norwegian SV politician
Akhtar Chaudhry thinks this is an inadequate
state of affairs for his party. “Why has SV
never had someone with an ethnic minority

background at leadership level? SV has long
had a strong commitment to minorities, but
not managed to have a colorful top leadership,” he commented to the publication. “A
Fatima as deputy leader or party secretary
could have strengthened our [voter] support.”
(Michael Sandelson / The Foreigner)

< poll

From page 3

percent. Coalition partner FrP also dropped government last week. FrP representatives
by three points, to 11.3 percent. This is the admit that they may not have been able to
lowest result for FrP since Norstat started its underline the positive elements in their budpolls for NRK in 2006.
get Page
proposal,
while the opposition has made
5.NAW.Seter.15March2014.qxp_Layout
1 3/15/14 9:37 PM
1
The poll is seen as a reaction to the pro- much of what they see as negative aspects.
posed state budget for 2015 presented by the (Norway Post / NRK)

Legend of Siljatjern Seter:
Life, love and faith on
a Norwegian mountain dairy
By Gunlaug Nøkland

SAL
1/2 pr E
ice

• Bilingual English Norwegian text
• 6″x 9″, hardcover, 448 pages
• Recipes & pictures of old seter life
• Was $29.95, now only $14.95
• Plus FREE shipping in USA

Legend of Siljatjern Seter tells the story of
Mette agreeing to take a summer job as a
budeie (dairy maid) on an old-fashioned
demonstration dairy called Siljatjern (Silja’s
pond) Seter. Now you can experience life
as your ancestors lived in Norway before
they immigrated to America.
Astri My Astri Publishing
Deb Nelson Gourley
602 3rd Ave SW, Waukon, IA 52172

Call, send check or visit website
Made in America!

www.astrimyastri.com
Phone: 563-568-6229
gourleydeb@gmail.com

DO YOU KNOW OF PAINTINGS BY THAULOW FOR SALE?
contact: NORWAY ART in Minneapolis
612.339.7829 • mjtmn@aol.com
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The return of “A Don’t
Birkebeiner: A Story of Hug Me Christmas”
Motherhood and War Award-winning musical comedy is back in
Book review:

Minneapolis after seven sold-out seasons

Christine Foster Meloni
Washington, D.C.

Historical nonfiction books may be tedious at times, so an engrossing historical
novel can play a significant role in introducing readers to important people and events
in history. But the reader must beware! Facts
are sometimes altered or deleted—or invented—to create an entertaining story.
Jeff Foltz’s Birkebeiner: A Story of
Motherhood and War is an engaging novel
about an event well known to Norwegians
and Norwegian Americans alike. Norway is
in the midst of a civil war over royal succession. The Birkebeiners support King Håkon
Sverresson III while the Baglers (or Croziers) support King Magnus V. When Håkon
III dies near Lillehammer in Bagler territory,
his baby son Håkon, the heir apparent, must
be rushed to Nidaros (Trondheim) to be protected by the enclave of Birkebeiners there.
Two loyal Birkebeiner soldiers are
given the crucial mission of spiriting the
baby away to safety. First, they must sneak
through the fortified Bagler lines. Then they
must cross the dangerous mountains and valleys that lie between Lillehammer and Nidaros. To accomplish this mission, they must
be excellent skiers. They must be familiar
with the treacherous terrain and must be
prepared to cope with the hostile elements.
They must also be able to outrun the Bagler
soldiers who are in hot pursuit in order to kill
the baby. Against all odds, they succeed.
There is more or less agreement on this
general outline of what happened. Of course,
since this event occurred in the 13th century,
it perhaps may be considered more legend
than history.
Foltz’s retelling of this event makes for
a very enjoyable read. It is apparent that he
has seriously researched his subject. In regard to specific details of the story, however, he had to make decisions about which
“facts” to accept.
First of all, he had to decide about little
Håkon’s mother Inga. Was she living in the
camp at Lillehammer with the king? Or did
she appear on the scene with the baby after
the king’s death? Foltz decides that, although
they were not married, the two were living
happily together with their son. He also decides that Inga would not let her adored son
go off alone with the soldiers. She straps on
her skis and goes with them. The author actually makes Inga the heroine of his book.
(Note the subtitle.)
Foltz also decides who is good and who
is bad. He depicts Håkon’s rival, Magnus
V, as a relatively indecisive person who has

misgivings about the Bagler plan to kill the
baby. The author spares no mercy, however,
for Bishop Eystein, whom he portrays as an
evil man who delights in torturing his enemies with horrific instruments from his tool
kit. This bishop, however, was later declared
a saint, so perhaps he was not as wicked as
Foltz paints him.
Keeping in mind that this historical
novel may or may not be completely historical, readers will enjoy it. Foltz is a very good
writer. He offers wonderful, nuanced descriptions of the leading actors in the drama.
He describes the terrain and the weather very
effectively. Most of all, he creates a thrilling
atmosphere of suspense as Baby Håkon and
his defenders flee with the Baglers nipping
at their heels.
This book is definitely worth reading.
After finishing it, readers may be curious
enough to delve deeper into early Norwegian
history. But one must be aware that there is
really no definitive history of this period. Accept the uncertainty and relax with this captivating book.
Birkebeiner, by Jeff Foltz, was published by
Maine Authors Publishing in 2010.
Christine Foster Meloni is
professor emerita at The
George Washington University. She has degrees
in Italian literature, linguistics, and international
education. She was born
in Minneapolis and currently lives in Washington, DC. She values her
Norwegian heritage.

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Photo courtesy of Phil Olson
The cast of A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol sure looks like a bunch of characters.

Special Release
Phil Olson

Back for its eighth year after seven
years of sold-out performances, the awardwinning musical comedy, A Don’t Hug Me
Christmas Carol, is returning to the New
Century Theatre, downtown Minneapolis,
from November 28 through January 4.
A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol, one
of the most popular holiday shows in Minneapolis for the past seven years, is a hilarious
Minnesota spoof of Charles Dickens’s classic story, “A Christmas Carol.”
It’s Christmas Eve in Bunyan Bay, Minnesota, and cantankerous bar owner Gunner
Johnson gets in an argument with his wife,
Clara, tells her he’s skipping Christmas,
storms out of the bar, goes snowmobiling
across the lake, falls through the ice, and
goes into a coma. He comes back in his
dream, where he’s visited by folk legend
Sven Yorgensen as the ghost of Christmas
past, present, and future. Sven takes Gunner (Scrooge) on a journey similar to that in
Charles Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, only
very different.
Featuring 17 original songs, including:
“Gunner Fell Into an Ice Hole,” “The Wheel
is Turnin’ but the Hamster is Dead,” “I Love

You More Than Football,” “Grandma Cut
the Christmas Cheese,” and more.
Phil Olson, playwright and Minnesota
native, has written 13 published plays that
have had over 300 productions around the
world. The Don’t Hug Me musicals have
played in 23 towns in Minnesota, making
Minnesota the most popular state for the musicals. His newest musical, Don’t Hug Me,
We’re Married, is currently playing in Los
Angeles in its world premiere, as well as in
Plainview, Minn., in the last production ever
at the Jon Hassler Theater. His other plays
published by Samuel French include, Don’t
Hug Me, A Don’t Hug Me Country Fair,
Don’t Hug Me I’m Pregnant, A Nice Family Gathering, Polyester the Musical, and
Mom’s Gift. Phil has also sold two screenplays and script doctored three screenplays
that were produced. Phil lives in Los Angeles, where he develops his musicals.
Paul Olson, M.D., music composer,
graduated from the University of Minnesota
Medical School, and is now a Nephrologist
living in Chaska. Paul is Phil’s brother. Phil
and Paul have written five Don’t Hug Me
musicals together, and over 80 songs.
For more information, please visit www.
DontHugMe.com or www.PhilOlson.com
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Sarasota Sons of Norway Fair
and great Bestemor’s Attic Sale

Photo of the Week

Saturday Nov. 22, 10-2 pm
Faith Lutheran Church
7750 Beneva Rd.
Sarasota, Fl. 34238
Scandinavian and American treasures, old and new.
Our biggest Bestemor’s Attic ever!
For more information email Claire.loken@gmail.com
with “SN FAIR” in subject line.

Photo: Janni Belgum

5351 24th Ave NW • Seattle, WA 98107 • Tel: 206-784-2562 • Fax: 206-784-1986

Fishing Vessels in the North Pacific and Bering Sea

Passenger Vessels from Puget Sound to Southeast Alaska

S hipsh ape & Seaworth y
www.pacificfishermen.com

A Nordic Christmas Celebration

Handcrafted Gifts

I wrote to you about my trip to Norway some months ago, but I went via Iceland and stayed
there a couple of days. I stayed in the same hostel I had stayed in when I flew into Iceland in
2008: The Reykjavik City Hostel. It is next to the to the geothermally heated Laugardalslaug
Swimming Pool. It has many amenities, including private or shared bathrooms, full cooking
facilities, optional breakfast buffet, free Wi-Fi, and a TV lounge, game room, and library. Also
there is a locked place to store your stuff, if you are too early to check in, as I was. The staff
can arrange a wide variety of optional activities, as they did for me as I wanted to go to the
south coast, in hopes of seeing Eyjafjallajokull, the volcano that exploded in 2010. The trip fare
includes pick-up service to various hostels and hotels. Unfortunately for me, it rained when I
was there—it was mid May—so I did not see the volcano I wanted to see, but we did see lovely
waterfalls and got a visit to the Skogar museum to see how folks on the south coast lived.
Submitted by Janni Belgum

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?
Email naw@na-weekly.com or mail your photo with photo credit and caption.

2014

Stav Church Ornament

Christmas Eve in Rollag
The Norwegian Stav Churches
have long been a treasured part
of Norway’s History.
This is the only Limited Edition Collectible that chronicles
these magnificent structures.
Start your collection now and
preserve a part of Norwegian
History for generations to
come.
All Ornaments are hand silk
screened
in traditional Scandinavian
blue and white design on a
museum quality 2.5” porcelain
disk.
They come beautifully gift
boxed with a history of the
Stav Church included.

* Live Music * Nordic Food & Drink * Photos with Santa

November 22 & 23, 2014

Saturday & Sunday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
www.nordicmuseum.org
3014 N W 67th Street in Ballard

1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003

Gol
Urnes
Lillehammer
Heddal
Lomen
Trondheim
Ringebu
Hopperstad
Fortun
Grip
Lom
Røldal

Inquire
39.50
39.50
59.50
29.50
39.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
59.50

2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

Nore
Undredal
Reinli
Kaupanger
Høyjord
Øye
Flesberg
Uvdal
Torpo
Eidsborg
Rollag

39.50
39.50
59.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50

The entire Collection
is on line and ready to
ship to YOU.
Free Scandinavina Gift Wrapping
available

The Nordic Shop
Rochester, MN
507-285-9143

TheNordicShop.net

