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Photo courtesy of Torpedo Factory
Art Center
One of three plexiglass-mounted photographs
by Joar Nango and Silje Figenschou Thoresen featured in the exhibit.

Hacking Objects of Desire: the work of three Sami artists
Christine Foster Meloni
Washington, D.C.

When I saw an announcement for
this exhibit, I immediately decided to go.
I am always eager to learn more about the
Sami culture in Norway. And I was very
curious to discover what the enigmatic
title meant. Hacking objects? I assumed
that it had nothing to do with computers.
I eagerly went to view the exhibit in
the Torpedo Factory Art Center located
in Alexandria, just south of Washington,
D.C. This building was an old munitions

plant that had been transformed in 1974 into
an outstanding art center. It currently houses
the largest number of publicly accessible
working artist studios in the United States.
When I entered the Center’s Target Gallery, I was initially disappointed. The room
was small and I didn’t see very much—only
a machine projecting words onto a wall,
three large photographs, and a stack of small
pieces of wood.
I asked Kaitlyn Ward, the Gallery’s director, if this was it. It was. But we began to
talk, and, as Kaitlyn shared her knowledge
with me, I realized that there was more to

Background: Fredriksten Fortress as seen from the marina, photo by Molly Jones

this exhibit than met the eye. In a
short time I had learned a great deal
about the Sami culture and I, therefore, found the exhibit very worthwhile.
The theme of this exhibit is
hacking objects. It refers to the
Sami custom of “making their own
patent.” In their world no garbage
collectors take away discarded objects; the people, therefore, recycle
everything. They take great pride

See > hacking, page 15
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Nyheter
Færre fosterbarn bor hos slektninger

Fosterbarn har det best hvis de får bo
hos slektninger. Det viser forskning
fra professor Amy Holtan. Likevel blir
flere barn plassert i fremmede hjem.
— Fosterbarn som får vokse opp hos
egne slektninger får en tryggere barndom og klarer seg bedre i voksenlivet,
sier Holtan til NRK. Ifølge tall fra
Statistisk Sentralbyrå ble 38 prosent
av fosterbarna i Norge plassert hos
egne slektninger i 2009. I 2012 var
prosenten nede i 31. Tall for 2013
blir publisert i desember i år. Generalsekretær i Landsforeningen for
barnevernsbarn, Maria Reklev, er bekymret for utviklingen. — Det er underlig at barnevernet ikke finner plass
til flere barn i slekt og nettverk, trass
pålegg fra myndighetene, sier Reklev.
Barneminister Solveig Horne forteller
videre at det allerede er satt igang et
arbeid med å styrke fosterhjemsrekrutteringen, og at det derfor er viktig at
familie og nettverk brukes i større grad
enn før.
(NRK)

Datatilsynet kritiserer app-utviklere

Datatilsynet i Norge har sammen med
tilsyn fra 25 andre land sjekket personvernet i apper som kan brukes på
telefoner og nettbrett. I en sjekk av 72
apper sjekket de hvilke personopplysninger de ber om tilgang til, og hvor
god informasjon du som bruker får om
disse tilgangene. Av appene tilsynet
sjekket, ber to-tredjedeler om tilgang
til personopplysninger. Det er lokasjonen, altså hvor du er til enhver tid,
som er den tilgangen flest apper ber
om. Tilsynet kritiserer i rapporten også
mange apputviklere for dårlig informasjon om hva tilgangene gjør og hva
de brukes til. Men i nesten halvparten
av tilfellene blir det bedt om tilganger
hvor Datatilsynet ikke ser behovet.
Men blant appene som Datatilsynet
sjekket, var det en større andel apper
som ga god informasjon, enn i resten
av verden. Det var også færre apper
som ga ingen informasjon blant appene som det norske tilsynet sjekket
enn hva det var internasjonalt.
(Aftenposten)

110 km/t på enda flere strekninger

Fra 24. oktober ble det lovlig å kjøre
i 110 km/t på tre nye strekninger på
E18 i Vestfold og Telemark, samt en
strekning på E6 i Østfold. Disse motorvegstrekningene utgjør til sammen
53 km. — Vi følger opp det vi har
lovet i regjeringsplattformen, og øker
fartsgrensen til 110 km/t på de tryggeste motorvegstrekningene. Fra i går
åpnet også strekningen Solli-Årvoll i
Østfold for 110 km/t, sier statssekretær
Bård Hoksrud. Tidligere i oktober ble
også strekningene fra Eik i Buskerud
til Hanekleiva i Vestfold og strekningene Helland bru—Kopstad og Gulli—Langåker i Vestfold skiltet opp til
110 km/t. Det er på veger med særlig
god utformings- og sikkerhetsstandard
Samferdselsdepartementet åpner for
høyere fartsgrense. Statens vegvesen
har foretatt inspeksjoner og gjennomført nødvendige tiltak for å ivareta
trafikksikkerheten på de utvalgte strekningene.
(VG)
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Nyheter fra Norge

Fant sjeldent bombefly 24 millioner
Nede på 180 meters dyp i Trondheimsfjorden
gjorde studenter ved NTNU et sensasjonelt funn

til Agenda

Milliardær Trond Mohn
gir 24 millioner kroner til
venstresidens tankesmie
VG

Et slik Halifax bombefly ble funnet i Trondheimsfjorden.

NRK
—Vi har funnet vraket av et Halifax
bombefly fra 2. verdenskrig. Flyet var mest
sannsynlig på bombetokt mot Tirpitz i 1942,
men ble skutt ned i forsøket, sier Martin
Ludvigsen, professor ved marinteknisk senter på NTNU i Trondheim.
Flyet ble funnet på Vikhammer, like
utenfor Trondheim, og ligger på 180 meters
dyp. Den store dybden har gjort letingen
vanskelig.
—Vi var ute med seks studenter som
hadde et kurs i undervannsteknikk. De var
fra marinteknisk senter og NTNU. Studentene har hatt i oppgave å planlegge og gjennomføre denne aksjonen, forteller Ludvigsen.
I lang tid har studentene planlagt operasjonen. De har vært i kontakt med historiske kilder, planlagt søkemønster og bruk

Foto: Wikimedia Commons

av forskjellige utstyr.
—Det var stor jubel om bord da vi fant
flyet. Ni av ti operasjoner er mislykket, så det
var veldig gøy at vi fant det.
Tirpitz var et tysk slagskip som var i
Norge under 2. verdenskrig. Skipet lå i en
periode i skjul for britiske bombefly i Fættenfjorden, som er en sidearm til Åsenfjorden. Senere gikk ferden til Alta, før det i
1944 ble senket utenfor Tromsø.
Halifax-flyene ble brukt av britiske piloter, og det har vært kjent i lang tid at flere
ble skutt ned over Trondheimsfjorden i
forsøk på å bombe Tirpitz.
—Det har vært kjent i miljøet som driver
med undervannssøk, og det har blitt letet etter flyet i mange år, sier Ludvigsen.
English Synopsis: Students from the Norwegian University of Science and Technology found a sunken
WWII bomber in Trondheimsfjorden.

Fjerner dyreste burger
Nyåpnede Burger Joint på Aker Brygge fjerner
burger med gåselever etter massivt press
Aftenposten
For seks uker siden åpnet burgerrestauranten på Aker Brygge. På toppen av menyen
troner «The Fifth Taste»—en 200 grams luksushamburger med stekt foie gras, karamellisert
løk og trøffelmajones til 290 kroner—etter alle
solemerker Oslos dyreste hamburger.
Men gåselever er ikke populært blant
dyrevernerne. Dermed startet Dyrebeskyttelsen en Facebook-side med det mål for øye å
få fjernet burgeren fra menyen. Og siste uken
lyktes de.
— Nå er den borte. Det er ikke gåselever
på Burger Joint mer. Dette har ikke vært spesielt viktig for meg, så jeg har ingen problemer
med å ta den bort fra menyen, sier Jensen til
Osloby.
— Vi skal lage en ny The Fifth Taste, men
med annet tilbehør enn gåselever. Burgeren
fikk god omtale og solgte meget bra, så det er
sikkert mange som er lei seg for at den er borte.
Men målet vårt er å eksperimentere med nye
burgervarianter, og jeg lover at en ny variant av
The Fifth Taste skal komme på menyen. Det er
mange folk som bryr seg om dyrenes velferd,
og det synes jeg er bra, sier Jensen.
I Norge er det forbudt å produsere gåselever, men import og salg av varen er lovlig.
Tidligere i år stoppet flere matvarekjeder sal-

Næringslivslederen fra Bergen er god
for 4.5 milliarder kroner og er den som betaler mest skatt i Norge. Mohn er sosialdemokrat på sin hals, og mener venstresiden i
norsk politikk kan gjøre mer for å stimulere
det som sitter over skuldrene.
—Vi trenger gode tanker. Vi kan ikke la
venstresiden dø fra halsen og opp. Og Agenda er veldig spennende, sier Mohn til VG.
Han har allerede bidratt med ni millioner over de tre siste årene. Nå lover Mohn nye
15 millioner de neste tre årene.
—Jeg øker støtten, fordi det trengs mye
penger for å få det til å gå rundt. Vi skal stå
på og jobbe hardt, sier Mohn.
Da den konservative tenketanken Civita
ble opprettet ga Mohn i sin tid 250.000 kroner, noe han senere har angret på. For det er
Arbeiderpartiet han ønsker å se i regjeringskontorene.
—Jeg håper selvsagt at Agenda kan bidra til å få den politiske interessen for vårt
syn opp—og dermed bidra til å få Ap tilbake
til makten, sier Mohn, og legger til at det gir
en særlig glede å ta del i samfunnsdebatten,
sier Mohn.
Agenda-leder Marte Gerhardsen sier
støtten fra Mohn, som sammen med LO er
hovedbidragsyter, er helt avgjørende.
—Støtten fra Mohn de neste årene er
helt avgjørende, og vil gi oss større mulighet
til å nå våre mål.
—Å være med på å forme den offentlige
opinionen, og flytte den mot sentrum-venstre. Høyresidens tankesmie Civita har et
forsprang på oss. De banet vei for tenketanker i Norge, men har fått råde grunnen nesten
alene, sier Gerhardsen om målene.
—Civita var helt klart med på å dra det
offentlige ordskiftet mot høyre, og på å bidra
til å bygge relasjoner som dannet grunnlaget
for den borgerlige regjeringen.
—Nå tyder mye på at Ap ser mot KrF,
Venstre og Senterpartiet for å bygge en ny allianse, uten SV. Hva mener du SVs rolle bør
være når du snakker om et sentrum-venstre
samarbeid? spurte VG.
—Jeg mener et bredt sentrum-venstre
samarbeid bør ha med SV. Agenda mener
de beste løsningene skjer nettopp i skjæringspunktet mellom sentrum og venstresiden i
norsk politikk, og ønsker å bidra til å utvikle
ny politikk for det moderne sentrum-venstre,
sier Mohn.
English Synopsis: Billionaire Trond Mohn is giving 24 million kroner to Agenda in hopes that the
left-wing think tank will help the Labor Party regain
power in the Norwegian government.

Foto: Ingar Storfjell / Osloby
Burger Joints luksusburger til 290 kroner—uten
pommes frites. Nå må oppskriften endres.

get av gåseleverprodukter. Både Meny, Ultra,
Centra, Jacobs og CC Mat fjernet produktene
fra hyllene.
English Synopsis: Oslo’s new Burger Joint took
their 290-kroner burger off the menu after receiving
criticism for including goose liver in the burger.
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New Nobel Forum Director

This week in brief
Progress reproaches racist politician

“I’ve got nothing against Hedmark being a Muslim-free County. It
suits me perfectly,” the official declared.
Jan Peistorpet, treasurer and membership manager for the Party’s local branch in eastern Norway’s Åsnes municipality, posted
his Facebook page comment over the weekend, NRK reports.
He also wrote that a 20:1 Somali-white person ratio in the local
supermarket “made one wonder where one was” when buying food.
Peistorpet writes regularly on the Facebook page of Far-Right
group Stopp islamiseringen av Norge (SIAN/Stop Islamization of
Norway). On his Facebook page, he commented that he “is against
Islam and stands for this.”
The Foreigner spoke with Johan Aas, Progress Party (FrP) secretary for Hedmark County. “Mr. Peistorpet’s statements are not our
policies at all. He has to stand for what he has said himself. It is
obvious that there will be a response when a person makes these
racist statements,” said Aas.
Shoaib Sultan, advisor on extremism at the Norwegian Center
against Racism, remarked that he finds Progress’ response “good
and laudable.” He concluded that “it is important that the Party is
clear on the matter and lets him and others know that these are not
views that are acceptable.”
Peistorpet has now resigned his Party membership.
(Michael Sandelson / The Foreigner)

Augsburg College
appoints Gina Torry
to head Peace
Prize Forum
Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

Gina Torry, an international
peace-building expert, will lead
the Minnesota-based Nobel Peace
Prize Forum beginning Oct. 1. She
has extensive experience in United Nations security initiating and
policy development for mediations
and ceasefires.
“If anyone had told me in August that I’d be living in Minneapolis in October,” said Torry, “I’d
have thought he or she was crazy!
But when such a wonderful opportunity as working with the Nobel
Peace Prize Forum was offered, I
couldn’t say no. And here I am.”
Torry has worked closely
with the United Nations, its member states, regional organizations,
women’s civil society groups, and
networks worldwide. Most recently she served as executive director
of the Peace Research Endow-
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Photo courtesy of Gina Torry
Gina Torry, new Director of the Minnesota-based Nobel Peace Prize Forum.

ment, which is the North American
presence of the Peace Research
Institute in Oslo. In collaboration
with international mediators and
mediation experts, Torry finalized
the United Nations Department of

Political Affairs Guidance for Mediators: Addressing Conflict-Related Sexual Violence in Cease-Fire
and Peace Agreements.

See > torry, page 6

King commemorates WWII
liberation of Finnmark

Svalbard seed bank growing

A new shipment of 10,000 new seed samples from food plants has
recently been deposited in the Svalbard Global Seed Vault for longterm storage. The latest shipment came from Bulgaria, Georgia, India, Taiwan, and Colombia. Earlier this year a shipment of 20,000
new seed samples arrived from Japan, Brazil, Peru, Mexico, and
the U.S. The Seed Vault now contains 830,000 seed samples from
all over the world.
(Norway Post / Aftenposten / Vårt Land)

Norwegian words in English: Walrus

Dignitaries gather in northern Norway to remember
the Red Army driving back Nazi troops 70 years ago

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
The Royal family on their return from England six months after the liberation of
Kirkenes. HRH King Harald V is on the far left.

Michael Sandelson
The Foreigner

«

Soviet troops crossed the
border into Norway on October

18, 1944. This was 11 days after
starting their counter-offensive
(the Petsamo-Kirkenes Offensive)
against the Wehrmacht in the Arctic region’s northern Finland.

»

There are no foreign
lands. It is the traveler
only who is foreign.
– Robert Louis Stevenson

Nazi
Germany’s
troops’
strongpoint was 70 kilometers
(about 43 miles) north of Russia’s
Murmansk. They were pushed
back into Norway from Petsamo
(now Pechenga).
Kirkenes was liberated on October 25. It was the first Norwegian
town freed from the German occupation of Norway. This happened
over six months prior to the end of
the Second World War in Europe.
Three days later, on October
28, Adolf Hitler ordered the southwards evacuation of the population
of Finnmark and Troms County’s
northern parts. While this operation involved some 75,000 people,
one-third of them hid in hillside
huts and caves after refusing to follow the order.
Retreating Wehrmacht troops
employed scorched earth tactics

See > WWII, page 11

theforeigner.no is one of the top sources
for English-language news and features
from Norway. Subscriptions start at NOK
49 per month (approx. $8)
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The Foreigner

Photo: NOAA / Wikimedia Commons

The walrus could be the answer to a Q&A joke for which the
question is “What do the Arctic, The Beatles, Lewis Carroll, and
J.R.R. Tolkien have in common?
Save for whales that live in water, the walrus is by far the largest mammal of the Arctic, with adult males weighing 2,000 kg or
more—thrice the weight of an adult polar bear.
“I am the Walrus” is the title of a song by The Beatles, written
in 1967. It was featured in a television sound track and recorded on
the flip side of the best-selling EP single record “Hello, Goodbye.”
The walrus of the song refers to “The Walrus and the Carpenter,” a poem by Lewis Carroll in his book Through the LookingGlass. The walrus enters the poem in the fourth stanza:
“The Walrus and the Carpenter
Were walking close at hand:
The wept like anything to see
Such quantities of sand:
‘If this were only cleared away,’
They said, ‘it would be grand!’”
Before he became the celebrated author of The Lord of the
Rings, J.R.R. Tolkien was a professor of English. At the start of
his career, he worked for the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) in
1919-1920 and was assigned to work on words beginning with W.
Some words, including walrus, apparently were given to Tolkien because he was skilled in philology and could pursue the histories of words that had difficult etymologies.
He handwrote many versions of the etymology of walrus, of
which six survive in the OED archives. The most likely one, Tolkien
felt, was hrossvalir, the Old Norse word for “horse-whale,” which
became horschwæl in Old English and walrus in modern English.
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Business

Business News & Notes
Yara-CF merger talks called off

Norwegian fertilizer producer Yara International and U.S. company CF Industries have
terminated their discussions regarding a potential merger of equals transaction.
“This has been a constructive process,
with solid work by both parties. We were
able to identify significant structural and operational synergies, but in the end it became
clear that we would not be able to agree on
terms that would be acceptable to all stakeholders,” said Torgeir Kvidal, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Yara International
ASA.
(Norway Post / Yara)

Foreign multinationals in Norway

The American Chamber of Commerce in
Norway has commissioned and released a
report, headed and researched by Professor Torger Reve of BI Norwegian Business
School, on foreign-owned business enterprises in Norway. The report, “Foreign
Multinationals in Norway,” analyzes the impact on the Norwegian economy of foreignowned multinationals from an economic and
industrial perspective.
By comparing foreign-owned enterprises with Norwegian private limited companies, the report illustrates ways in which
multinationals are increasingly significant.
Analyzing and comparing multinationals
with their private limited counterparts in areas including value creation, employment,
productivity, and corporate taxation, the report provides a fair assessment of the relative
economic impact of foreign-owned companies in Norway.
“This report clearly demonstrates the
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importance of these companies to the Norwegian economy and why we want—and
need—them here,” says AmCham Chairman
Pål Rokke.
Key findings include:
• Foreign-owned enterprises account for
nearly 20% of all employment in Norway,
despite accounting for only 2.2% of all registered enterprises.
• Swedish-owned companies generate
the most jobs amongst foreign-owned enterprises in Norway.
• While the entire Norwegian economy
declined in 2009, foreign-owned enterprises
continued to grow, thus making a crucial
contribution to Norway’s economy during
tough economic times.
Authors include: Dr. Torger Reve, BI
Norwegian Business School, as head of research; Marius Nordkvelde, BI Norwegian
Business School, as project leader; and
Karthik Gowda, BI Norwegian Business
School, as field researcher.

Fishbones sucks the
marrow from wells

This alternative to fracking is attracting notice

A copy of the full report in both English
and Norwegian is available at amcham.no/
wp-content/uploads/2014/04/MultinationalsNorway14_eng.pdf.
The American Chamber of Commerce
in Norway (AmCham) is a non-profit business networking, information and assistance
organization tasked with developing Norwegian-American relations on behalf of our
member companies.
Please contact the AmCham office at
amcham@amcham.no for further inquiries.
(AmCham)

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

NEED A CHECKUP?
Insurance isn’t a “one and done” decision.
Marriage, kids, college, closing in
on retirement … many life events can
affect your insurance needs.

When it comes to protecting your family and
your future, make sure you’ve done all you can.
Schedule a free Insurance Checkup today.
Contact your local Thrivent Financial representative
or visit Thrivent.com/na to learn more.

INSURANCE
CHECKUP
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Thrivent Financial representatives are licensed
insurance agents/producers of Thrivent. For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
Thrivent Financial and its representatives and employees cannot provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or services. Work with
your Thrivent Financial representative and, as appropriate, your attorney and tax professional for additional information.
Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836 •
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Photo: Dave Russ / Wikipedia
The technique developed by Fishbones expands wells laterally, like bones from a fish’s spine.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Fishbones AS was recently presented
the SME Innovation Award by the Norwegian Minister of Petroleum and Energy, Tord
Lien, at the ONS Innovation Award Ceremony. The award was given for its completion
method for making large numbers of laterals
simultaneously out of one wellbore. The jury
described the innovative method for stimulating reservoirs as having great potential for
large value creation for the involved enterprises, both innovator and users. Being an
alternative to hydraulic fracturing, the environmental gains can be considerable.
The inventor and main shareholder is
Rune Freyer. Until 2005 he was the inventor
and owner of the successful company Easywell. He has also worked for Schlumberger.
His inventions have resulted in a number of
patents. His vision is to deliver a shift change
in completion method that creates vertical
connectivity in the reservoir without the infrastructure, environmental impact and complexity of traditional fracturing treatments.
Today Fishbones’ headquarters is located at
Forus, outside Stavanger. They have regional offices in Houston and Kuala Lumpur and
have 13 employees. Revenue last year was
NOK 15 million.
Earlier this year Fishbones’ completion
stimulation in a horizontal well was successfully deployed in a tight limestone formation
in Texas. 30 days later the company could
report that after the company’s stimulation
the horizontal carbonate well produces better than ever before. The cumulative production was increased by 8.3 times compared to
before shut-in and by 2.6 times compared

Winners

(Oct. 27, 2014)
6.6111
5.8593
7.2980
121.07
1.1241
0.7869

Rasmus Falck is a strong
innovation and entrepreneurship advocate. The
author of “What do the
best do better” and “The
board of directors as a
resource in SME,” he received his masters degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He
currently lives in Oslo, Norway.
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to initial production after the well’s original
completion. The productivity index was increased by 30 times.
This was made possible as Fishbones
signed a joint industry research, development, and demonstration project with Lundin, Statoil, and Innovation Norway in 2012.
Also the Research Council has given grants.
The target was to design, develop, and implement a Fishbones open-hole completion
and stimulation for hard rock formation and
for high temperature.
Fishbones completed a private placement with Statoil Technology Invest early
this year. It provided Statoil with an ownership rate of 11 percent. The new product,
Dreamliner, was developed through a joint
industry project with Statoil, Lundin, ENI,
and Innovation Norway. It uses rotating
needles with drill bits to simultaneously drill
laterals into the formation. Each needle is
driven by a turbine powered by fluid circulation through the liner.
With this, Fishbones has a unique and
cost-effective technology to increase production from challenging reservoirs. Now
the task is to take Fishbones from a unique
invention to a global, fully operational and
capable service company.

Losers

Name

NOK

Eitzen Chemical
Apptix
Repant
Funcom
Bergen Group

3.90 30.00%
2.80 21.74%
1.32 14.78%
4.74 7.97%
2.50 7.30%

Change

Name

NOK

Change

InterOil
0.15 -28.57%
Norwegian Energy Co. 2.95 -18.06%
Northland Resources
0.56 -8.20%
HSPG
101.00 -7.34%
Agasti Holding
1.07 -6.96%

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.
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Martin Ødegaard breaks record at 15
Norwegian becomes the youngest athlete to play in European Championship qualifier
Molly Jones

Norwegian American Weekly
At just 15 years and 300 days, Martin
Ødegaard of Norway received international
fame as the youngest athlete to ever participate in a European Championship qualifier.
The young talent debuted in Norway’s home
match against Bulgaria on October 13.
The midfielder for Strømsgodset made
his much-anticipated appearance in the 64th
minute in place of Mats Møller Dæhli. Norway had led the game for most of the first
half after Tarik Elyounoussi’s goal in the
13th minute, but Bulgaria leveled the score
right before halftime with a goal on a corner kick. When Ødegaard took the field, the
match was still tied at 1-1.
“It was fantastic to come in,” commented Ødegaard to NRK. “I had imagined it was
a totally different pressure and faster tempo,
and that it was.”
The Norwegian crowd was ecstatic with
Ødegaard’s debut after anxiously waiting
for this moment, and the young athlete welcomed the attention.
“It was a great feeling playing at home
in front of such a large crowd. I was nervous
when I came on to the pitch, but when you
are given a chance like that you just have to
try to enjoy it. It’s cool to have the record
now,” said Ødegaard to Goal.com.
The record was previously held by Icelandic midfielder Sigurdur Jónsson, who debuted in 1983 at 16 years and 251 days. After
31 years of maintaining the record, Jónsson

Photo: Vegard Grøtt / NTB Scanpix / NRK
Martin Ødegaard, thrilled to make history by playing in a European Championship qualifier.

hands over the honor to Ødegaard.
2014 has been an extraordinary season
for young Ødegaard, and his fans can only
expect great things ahead. Prior to the European Championships, Ødegaard had already
broken three national records: he became the
youngest player to play in Tippeligaen on
April 13, youngest to score in the league on
May 16, and youngest to play for the national team on August 27 in a friendly against the
United Arab Emirates.
The 15-year-old has reportedly been
scouted this season by such soccer giants as

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League

Sports News & Notes
Football: Odd secures medal

Odd beat Vålerenga 2-1 at Ullevaal on October 24 and thus secured a medal in this year’s
Tippeligaen. This is the first time Odd has
taken a medal at the top level. Molde is already guaranteed to be champions, and Odd
is currently in the silver position, but Rosenborg can still push Odd down to bronze.
(NRK)

Football: Tromsø ready for Tippeligaen

Tromsø beat Fredrikstad 1-0 on Sunday, securing a contract with Tippeligaen next season. Jonas Johansen had a beautiful winning
goal that sent Tromsø back to the top level.
(NRK)

Football: Glimt beats Brann for secured
spot

Brann is no longer guaranteed a spot in next
year’s Tippeligaen after their 1-2 loss away
against Bodø/Glimt on Sunday. But the
home team can cheer for a renewed contract
in the league.
(NRK)

Football: Sogndal loses to Molde

Molde was too strong for Sogndal when the
teams met on Sunday. Molde won the match
1-0 after a goal by Mohamed Elyounoussi.
Now Sogndal lies in the qualifying position
of the league, just one point ahead of Brann.
(NRK)

Be our friend on Facebook!

Manchester City, Manchester United, and
Barcelona, and has already traveled to England to train with Manchester United.
While international fans celebrate Ødegaard’s significant achievements, many soccer experts are surprised that the national
team manager, Per-Mathias Høgmo, decided
to introduce the young player to the European Championships at such a critical moment.
TV2 commentator Petter Myhre expected to see Ødegaard debut in the secured
3-0 victory against Malta on October 10,
rather than in a tied-up match. “He had little

involvement, but he appeared so fearless,”
noted Myhre on Ødegaard’s composure. “I
must say that it was quite brave of Høgmo. I
was surprised he did not get to play against
Malta—that would be a pretty easy start. Instead, he was tossed straight into the cauldron when we needed goals.”
NRK’s soccer expert Karl-Petter Løken
shares Myhre’s surprise at Høgmo’s actions.
“It was great that we put a 15-year-old in,
but I think it’s special that he dared to drop
him into a match that was on the line at 1-1,”
he said.
But Høgmo defends his choice: “It was
a good opportunity for him. I decided to give
him a role he knows well from his club,”
notes the manager to Goal.com. “Before he
went on I told him to do what he does for
his club. I would rate his game a little above
average today.”
Another second-half substitute, Håvard
Nielsen, proved to be an additional key move
by Høgmo. Nielsen scored the winning goal
in the 72nd minute of the match, securing a
victory for Norway.
With this win, Norway obtained another
three points in the Euro 2016 qualifiers for
a total of six. The Norwegian team now resides in the third-place position of Group
H, behind Italy and Croatia. On November
16, Norway will take on their next European
Championship match against Azerbaijan.
With a goal in the qualifiers, Ødegaard
could crush the next milestone in his career
and head into the international spotlight once
more. For updates on Ødegaard’s performance, follow along with Norway’s journey
in the European Championships qualifiers.

facebook.com/
naweekly

res u l t s
10/24 Vålerenga

1 – 2 Odd

10/25 Haugesund

3 – 2 Strømsgodset

10/26 Rosenborg

3 – 1 Sandnes Ulf

10/26 Sarpsborg 08

1 – 1 Stabæk

10/26 Lillestrøm

4 – 1 Start

10/26 Sogndal

0 – 1 Molde

10/26 Viking

1 – 2 Aalesund

10/26 Bodø/Glimt

2 – 1 Brann

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com

S t and i n g s
Tippeligaen		
PLD
1. Molde 		
28
2. Odd			28
3. Rosenborg		
28
4. Strømsgodset		
28
5. Lillestrøm		
28
6. Vålerenga 		
28
7. Sarpsborg 08		
28
8. Stabæk		
28
9. Aalesund		
28
10. Start			28
11. Viking		
28
12. Haugesund		
28
13. Bodø/Glimt		
28
14. Sogndal		
28
15. Brann		
28
16. Sandnes Ulf		
28

PTS
68
58
54
47
43
39
37
36
35
34
33
33
32
24
23
21

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

attorneys and counselors at law

Featuring great Nordic products

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.

Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
and more!

Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com

2501 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484
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Editor’s Notes
< Torry

From page 3

“Sustainable Peace,” Torry
said, “depends on the full participation of women in all decision-making to prevent continued
violent conflict and to protect all
civilians. Unfortunately, most
cease-fire negotiations are treated
as if we were still fighting a traditional, two-army conflict. For
example, the negotiations would
include a provision that each army
promises not to shoot at the other
and not to cross the designated borders. Today, most wars are greatly
civil. More than guns are used as
weapons, and cease-fire negotiations must include other forms of
violence, including physical, mental, and sexual. We can no longer
consider them just ‘spoils of war.’”
So what are today’s unspoken
spoils of war? In many cases, according to Torry, it’s sexual violence, whether against women or
men. It also can surface in various
forms of torture. Someone who
raped you yesterday may be your
neighbor tomorrow, and there has
been nothing in cease-fire agreements to protect a woman or man
from repeatedly being raped or
otherwise sexually exploited or
humiliated. Torry says that one
Syrian survivor described sexual
exploitation and violence as extreme “spiritual pain.” You can fix
a building, but sexual violence can
hurt a person for a lifetime.
Torry brings her universal
view of peace to the Nobel Peace
Prize Forum. She has participated in many innovative cease-fire
agreements that in days gone by
were merely dreams. Open discussion is one of the keys to success.
This was realized in central Africa
in 2013 where the first agreement
to include a prohibition against sex-

A message from Editor-in-chief
Emily C. Skaftun
Join the conversation!

There’s nothing scarier than an election
ual violence took place. It worked
because women were included in
drafting the ceasefire agreement
and in monitoring it thereafter.
“There is always room for dialogue,” Torry says. “I see the Nobel Peace Prize Forum as a way to
address critical issues of our time.
A place to learn, understand, and
implement ideas from the foundations created by the peace laureates. And, of course, a forum to explore issues that have fallen off the
radar and to engage today’s youth.”
Torry also is the former coordinator of the Non-governmental
Organization Working Group on
Women, Peace, and Security, and
has authored several publications,
including Financing Inclusive
Peace and Security for Women in
Nepal: From the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement to the Nepal
Peace Trust Fund. In 2007, she was
invited to address the United Nations Security Council in an open
debate on women, peace, and security.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts
in comparative literature and political science from the American
University of Paris and a Master of
Science in gender studies from the
London School of Economics and
Political Science.
The Nobel Peace Prize Forum
is a premier international event
designed to inspire peacemaking.
Now in its 27th year, the Forum
studies the work of Peace Prize
Laureates, and deeply explores
questions of peace and conflict. It
is housed at and coordinated by
Augsburg College in partnership
with the University of Minnesota’s Humphrey School of Public
Affairs and the School of Public
Health. The next forum takes place
March 6–8, 2015, over International Women’s Day.

In the next week, we’ll do
a lot of scary things. Today is
Halloween, our very American
celebration of all things spooky.
What are you going as?
Costumes tend to follow
news and current events, to
some degree. Expect your fair
share of the perennial zombies
and witches, and the “sexy”
version of everything under the
sun. We’ll have a gaggle of Elsas too, I assume; only the color
scheme of the princess changes
from year to year.
This year, I predict, will
also bring variations on the “Ebola” costume. Too soon? Yes,
definitely. But I’ll bet you we
see them (whatever this looks
like; I’m hoping it’s a life-sized
version of that ubiquitous microscope virus shot). Because
what’s scarier than that, right?
ISIL might make for a good
costume; it certainly doesn’t
look too hard to replicate their
flag, and the rest of the getup
can be had at your local surplus
store. I don’t really recommend
it, though. Some things are too
scary, too real.
In fact, isn’t there quite a
lot to be frightened of in the real
world? I’d argue that Halloween is one day of the year when
we should turn away from the
horrors of current events and toward the horrors of ghouls and
critters and things that go bump
in the night.
Halloween is a holiday
about fear, but it’s all about
symbolic fear. With few exceptions, I’ve never looked at
a costume and felt truly fright-

Photo: kheelcenter / Wikimedia Commons
I really wanted to find a picture of a terrifying politically inspired Halloween
costume, but I couldn’t, so you’ll just have to use your imagination. But hey:
learn to vote!

ened. Repulsed, yes. Frightened,
no. Because a five-foot-tall spider
is ridiculous (while the inch-long
ones in my house continue to be
somewhat upsetting).
Halloween is a night to confront the straw-man versions of our
fears, the ones that are so absurd
that they lose their power.
But, if you want to so with
something really scary, something
from current events, let me make a
suggestion: politicians. It doesn’t
really matter which one; they’re all
pretty scary. I don’t think it’s a coincidence that we in the U.S. vote
at the same time of year as Halloween. When else could we face the
ballot box than in spooky November, having just steeled ourselves
through a cathartic Halloween?
In all seriousness, though,
don’t forget to vote next Tuesday. I
know it’s only midterms, but most
areas sneak some important stuff
onto those ballots when they think

we’re not looking (I told you
they were scary!). Here in Seattle we’re voting on transit and
gun control measures, among
others. Uff da!
I don’t care how you vote
(well, I do, but that’s a different
story). Just vote.
Another scary thing that’s
happening this weekend is
the end of Daylight Savings
Time. (Just to confuse everyone worldwide, this doesn’t
all happen at once. Norway
switched back to Standard Time
last weekend). Goodbye, evening daylight. Hello, extra hour
of sleep! Everyone be sure to
set your clocks back one hour
this Sunday at 2:00 a.m. If you
don’t, you might be early for
work on Monday morning, and
that’s downright terrifying.
Happy Halloween, Election
Day, and Daylight Savings, everyone!

The opinions expressed in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and publication of those views
is not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions, and complaints about the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

Enjoy Norway all year long.
Keep up with Norway and
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Lief Erikson statue
Dear Editor,
I miss my Grandma Erickson, who,
with her young husband, established their
first home near Humboldt Park in Chicago’s
Northwest side, near his business on Irving
Park Boulevard. It was touching to see the
very sweet photo of Bernice Hansen Nevero
and her grandson Nick Mauro in front of the
Leif Erikson statue in Chicago’s Humboldt
Park in the October 17 issue. The statue has
a noted history. It was created by famous
Norwegian-American sculptor Sigvald Asbjørnsen (1867-1954).
In 2013, Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah, Iowa featured a retrospective exhibition of selected sculptures
by Asbjørnsen. Later, Norway Art in Minneapolis acquired a fine bust of Edvard Grieg
that Asbjørnsen sculpted in 1903. It has been
fascinating to do research on his background
and the important sites where his commissioned work was placed. Those places include parks in San Francisco and New York,
as well as Chicago’s Humboldt Park.
From www.enyclopedia.chicagohistory.
org: “As the downtown business district expanded during the 1870s, Chicago’s Danish
and Norwegian communities extended northwest along the Milwaukee Avenue corridor,
moving to Humboldt Park in considerable
numbers during the 1880s and 1890s.... Over
two dozen Norwegian churches were located
in and around the Humboldt Park and Logan
Square areas.... In 1901, some 50,000 flagwaving, North Side Scandinavian Americans
flocked to Humboldt Park for the unveiling
of Sigvald Asbjørnsen’s statue of the heroic
adventurer Leif Erikson.”
Sincerely,
Mary Jo Thorsheim, Ph.D.
Owner, Norway Art, Minneapolis

Anyone know Alice?
Dear Editor,
I am looking for Alice’s children. Alice’s
father was from Norway, and his name was
Othelius Kristian Klæbo. Alice was cousin
to my mom, but they both passed away in
the ‘80s. They came from Kelgeland, in the
north of Norway. The children live in Seattle,

I think. Can you help me?
I don’t know the names of Alice’s living children. I believe she had two daughters, as well as a son named Jim who died of
brain cancer in the ‘80s. I know that she has a
granddaughter by one of her daughters. The
granddaughter’s name is Samantha, and she
would be in the late 20s or early 30s by now.
Her last name, before marriage, would have
been Jensen or Klæbo.
I only have one picture of Alice (that’s
her in the background, and me as a little girl
on her lap). It was taken in Norway sometime between 1984 and 1986 when she was
visiting us. I hope someone can recognize
her!
Med vennlig hilsen,
Ingunn Nilssen
Mo i Rana, Norway
Ingunnjohannessen@hotmail.com

Dear Ingunn,
Let’s see if this works! It’s not a lot to
go on, but does anyone out there recognize
Alice or know anything about Alice’s family
here in the U.S.?
If you have any leads, you can email her
directly or email me at naw@na-weekly.com,
or you can reply to our post on Facebook
(from about a week ago).
Ingunn et al, please keep us posted. We
at NAW would love another success story of
families reunited.
Sincerely,
Editor
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Photo courtesy of Mari-Ann Kind Jackson
Mari-Ann with knitters Arne and Carlos.

Dear Editor,
I attended the Knitting Conference at
the Nordic Heritage Museum in Seattle’s
Saturday evening banquet, and was invited
to share a table with Arne and Carlos. We
were a group of women, many of us from
Norway, who found both gentlemen to be delightful, funny, creative, and so at ease—and
easy to be with. There was a lot of laughter
around the table, shared stories of familiar
experiences, and many questions from Arne
and Carlos about our reasons for being in the
U.S., and what drew us here originally. They
happily shared their varied backgrounds,
how they met and became business partners
as well as life partners. We shared our love of
local dialects, and the importance of keeping
our language alive by associating with people and organizations that value the same.
The formal presentation by the gentlemen was a combination of slides from their
home in Norway—a former railway station
made into a most delightful retreat where
they have created gardens out of yards-deep
rocks on which railroad tracks rested previously—some of their previous knitting projects, current work, and future projects. As
presenters they shared the spotlight, joked
and laughed at themselves and each other,
spoke with fluidity, and made the audience
feel like we were part of their lives, and welcome guests in their home.
It was truly a memorable experience.
Sincerely,
Mari-Ann Kind Jackson
Seattle, Wash.

Han Ola og Han Per

Larrie Wanberg		
Grand Forks, N.D.
Patricia Barry	Hopewell Junction, N.Y.
Melinda Bargreen		
Everett, Wash.
Carla Danziger
McLean, Va. / Albany, Calif.
Daughters of Norway Members
Various
Gary G. Erickson		
Sunburg, Minn.
Rasmus Falck		
Oslo, Norway
Marit Fosse		Geneva, Switzerland
Sunny Gandara
Beacon, N.Y.
Shelby Gilje
Seattle, Wash.
Heidi Håvan Grosch		
Sparbu, Norway
Line Grundstad Hanke
Seattle, Wash.
Victoria Hofmo		
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Leslee Lane Hoyum		Rockford, Minn.
Inger-Torill Kirkeby		
Miami, Fla.
Scott Larsen
New Westminster, B.C.
Thor A. Larsen		
Fishkill, N.Y.
Solveig M. Lee
Seattle, Wash.
Jon Lind
Ocean Shores, Wash.
Whitney Love
Stavanger, Norway
Christine Foster Meloni
Washington, D.C.
Roy Jorgensen	Hopewell Junction, N.Y
Jerry Larson		
Zimmerman, Minn.
Richard Londgren
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Donald V. Mehus		
New York, N.Y.
David Moe		
Sun City, Calif.
Ken Nordan		
Batavia, Ill.
Barbara K. Rostad
Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho
Rolf Kristian Stang		
New York, N.Y.
Daytona Strong
Seattle, Wash.
Judith Gabriel Vinje		
Los Angeles, Calif.
Norwegian American Weekly strives to make
its news report fair and accurate. If you have
a question or comment about news coverage
call (206) 784-4617. • Norwegian American
Weekly reserves the right to edit any and all
submissions for style, grammar, accuracy, and/
or space, and the right not to print submissions
deemed libelous, in poor taste, or not suited for
publication in this newspaper. • The opinions
expressed by opinion writers and letter writers
are not necessarily those of Norwegian American
Weekly, and our publication of those views
is not an endorsement of them. Comments,
suggestions, and complaints about the opinions
expressed by the paper’s editorials should be
directed to the publisher. • Norwegian American
Weekly is published weekly except the first week
of the calendar year, the week after Easter, the
last week of July, and the first two weeks of August
by Norwegian American Weekly, INC. • Please
send address changes to 7301 Fifth Ave. NE
Suite A Seattle, WA 98115 • Annual Subscription
Cost: US $70 Domestic, US $94 to Canada, US
$212 to Norway and all other foreign countries.
SINCE MAY 17, 1889:
Formerly Norway Times
Western Viking & Washington Posten
Comprising Nordisk Tidende, Decorah-Posten
og Ved Arnen, Minneapolis-Tidende, Minnesota
Posten, Norrona, and Skandinaven

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY, INC.

with new translations by John Erik Stacy

Isn’t this going well?

Are you going to try
out that self-cleaning
barn patent, Per?

That was the
idea, Ola.

I didn’t think
that over at all.
Have you
greased the
bearings?

They are provided with
automatic grease cups.

No what a sight,
I forgot to let the
critters out!
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Taste of Norway

Pumpkin spice invasion begins at home
DIY recipes to turn America’s favorite decorative gourds into actual food and drink
Emily C. Skaftun

Norwegian American Weekly
As Heidi Håvan Grosch taught us last
week, pumpkins aren’t a huge part of the
Norwegian fall experience. A cursory internet search for Norwegian pumpkin recipes
confirms this; one of the themes I’ve noticed
is American transplants to Norway bemoaning the lack of pumpkin spice lattes and their
pumpkin spice cousins from every major
food group.
For those of us who live in the U.S., fall
is the season of the pumpkin, whether we
like it or not. Their leering faces are staring
at us from most porches as tonight children
use them like hobo signs to choose which
houses they’ll hit up for candy. They’ll sit
there through the month of November, slowly deflating and withering until they’re either
smashed by teenagers or thrown out.
National Pumpkin Pie Day (otherwise
known as Thanksgiving) may be almost
a month away, but we’ve been living in a
pumpkin world since the beginning of October, when despite unseasonally warm temperatures (at least here, in the Pacific Northwest) that made it feel more like Labor Day
than Halloween, everything turned “pumpkin spice.”
Pumpkin spice has been a divisive topic
this fall, with vocal haters clashing with the
flavor’s die-hard fans. But whatever side
you’re on, no one can deny that Starbucks’
pumpkin spice lattes are not exactly a steal at

several dollars per drink. With a little work,
it is possible to create your own pumpkin
spice flavors from an unlikely source: actual
pumpkins. Who’d have thought?
Full disclosure: I have never done this.
Maybe I will someday, but I’m certainly
closer to the “hater” end of the spectrum
than the other thing. If you use one of these
recipes or processes and it turns out well (or
horribly), please let me know!
The main ingredient in pumpkin spice
everything is pumpkin puree. In the States
we’re lucky to have this uniquitously available in canned form, but the internet tells
me that this isn’t the case in Norway, where
it’s harder to find. So if you want to spread a
little cultural imperialism while in Norway,
or if you’re just into DIY cooking, you can
make your own (techniques for this are below).
From there, you can pumpkin up most
anything just by adding a little of this to your
regularly scheduled recipe: cakes, cookies,
even Norwegian waffles and pancakes? Why
not?
To make the leap to latte, you’ll need
to further refine this pumpkin into a sugary
syrup. I found the following recipe, in almost identical iterations, in various places on
the internet. There seems to be widespread
agreement that this is how to mimic the classic Starbucks PSL.

Pumpkin puree
You can make pumpkin puree by following any of these three methods. In any case,
wash your pumpkins first to rid the skin of any residual dirt, and dry well with a clean towel.
Cut the pumpkin into pieces. Remove the seeds and stringy fibers with a metal spoon or ice
cream scoop. Save the seeds for toasting, if you like, and discard the innards.
The final step using any of these methods is to puree the pumpkin in a food processor, in
a food mill, with a hand-held blender, or by hand with a potato masher, then to let it drain for
about two hours in a sieve or colander lined with a coffee filter or paper towels. Each pound
of pumpkin usually yields one cup of puree.
You can freeze the puree once it’s cooled completely. Place in freezer containers or ice
cube trays, leaving room at the top (headspace). Label, date, and freeze for future use.
From goodhousekeeping.com. Photo by Evan Swigart / Wikimedia Commons.
Bake:
Preheat your oven to 350 degrees F.
Rub the cut surfaces with oil. Place them, cut side down, in a roasting pan, and add 1 cup
of water to the pan. Bake in the oven until the flesh is tender when pierced with a knife. This
takes approximately 90 minutes.
When tender, remove from the oven and place on a flat surface to cool.
Once cool enough to handle, but not cold, scoop out the pumpkin flesh.

Photo: Takeaway / Wikimedia Commons
With a little work, you can use that Jack-o-lantern to spice up your latte.

Pumpkin spice syrup
1 1/2 cups water
1/2 - 3/4 cup light or dark brown sugar
1 cup granulated sugar
2 tsps ground cinnamon

1/2 tsp ground ginger
1/2 tsp ground cloves
1/2 tsp ground nutmeg
1/4 cup pumpkin puree

In a medium saucepan, add water and both sugars. Simmer on medium-low heat until the
sugar dissolves, about four minutes.
Turn the heat down to low and whisk in cinnamon, ginger, cloves, nutmeg, and pumpkin
puree. Simmer for eight minutes, stirring occasionally. Do not allow to come to a boil.
Remove from the heat and strain through a mesh strainer lined with cheese cloth or a
very thin, clean tea towel. Here are some tips from themessybakerblog.com:
• Do not boil the syrup once you add the pumpkin puree.
• Strain the mixture while it’s still hot.
• It’s crucial that you use a very thin, clean tea towel or a cheesecloth to
strain the syrup; paper towels and coffee filters will not work for this recipe. If you’re using a tea towel, you can help the mixture along by gently
twisting and squeezing the towel to force the mixture through.
• This syrup requires a bit of surface area in order to strain properly. I use a
7-inch in diameter coarse mesh strainer. If you use anything smaller, you’ll
risk the pumpkin clogging your strainer because it’s too small.
• The mixture will remain thin after straining—that’s normal. Simple syrup
is not meant to be thick like maple syrup.
Store in a mason jar or airtight container. The syrup will last for one month at room temperature or three months in the refrigerator. Yields two cups.

Boil:
Bring a large pot of lightly salted water to a boil.
Cut the pumpkin into evenly-sized smaller pieces
and peel. Add to the boiling water and cook for
about 25 minutes or until the flesh is tender when
pierced with a knife.
Steam:
Bring a pot of water to a boil that will
hold a vegetable steamer or colander.
Cut the pumpkin into evenly sized smaller pieces and peel. Place the pumpkin pieces
in a steamer or metal colander and over the
boiling water. Cover and let steam for about 50
minutes or until the flesh is tender when pierced
with a knife.

Welcome to Ballard’s favorite
community bar
6301 24th Ave NW • Seattle, Washington • (206) 297-6122
Find us on Facebook!
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An authentic Norwegian day:

Seeking Norwegian serenity in historic Halden
Molly Jones

Norwegian American Weekly

Photos: Molly Jones
Above: Just a typical Norwegian lunch spot on one of Halden’s many picnic-friendly islands.
Left: Molly stands in both Norway and Sweden, atop the old Svinesund Bridge.
Below: The view looking down into Halden from Fredriksten Fortress.

l

Come	
  to	
  Norway,	
  Meet	
  the	
  World!	
  

iss@stolaf.edu

managed to see the tourist attractions and
spend time relaxing outside of Oslo. I know
that when I plan my next trip, I’m sure to
leave even more time for these authentic
Norwegian moments.

	
  

uio.no/summerschool

of tourists. For travelers with an interest in
military history (and maybe a distaste for
crowded monuments) Fredriksten Fortress is
a must-see.
At the end of the trip, I was pleased to
admit that I had achieved my goals; I had

(800)639-0058

splurged on lunch at a restaurant right on the
water. I ordered shrimp and was quite surprised when they were served with the head
intact. I guess that’s what I get when I ask for
an authentic Norwegian experience!
After lunch and a delicious dessert of
Softis, we explored Halden’s treasure, the
Fredriksten Fortress. Once Norway’s most
important border fortress, Fredriksten is now
a historical monument and tourist attraction
for those traveling outside of the main cities.
The Fredriksten Fortress was built in
1661 after Norway lost their Bohus Fortress
to Sweden three years earlier. King Fredrik
III of Denmark and Norway decided that a
new fortress was a necessity after Sweden’s
three attacks on Halden from 1658 to 1660.
The impressive fortress was thus named after Fredrik III; it offered views	
   far into the
enemy territory of Sweden.
Visiting the fortress means exploring
the 40 buildings and arches, 20,000 square
meters of fortress walls and the freestanding
forts of Gyldenløve, Overberget, and Stortårnet. The views are incredible, and you’ll want
to block out a generous portion of your day
just for wandering around. My family was
more than happy to fill us in on the historical
background, but there are guides available if
you don’t have your own personal walking
history book.
Considering the importance of the fortress, you’ll likely be surprised at the lack

June 20- July 31, 2015

When planning my first trip to Norway,
I had two things on my agenda: visit as many
must-see tourist attractions as possible and
experience a bit of that slower-paced life that
makes Norway one of the happiest countries
on the planet. Of course, those goals have a
tendency to be mutually exclusive.
As a tourist, it’s only natural to spend
each day checking off locations on your tosee list, but it’s not always that easy to experience the local culture as natives do. It
wasn’t until I met up with my family that I
truly felt immersed in Norwegian culture.
I’m lucky enough to have family just
an hour outside of Oslo—it makes these two
goals much easier to achieve. Each day, my
friend and I could choose whether we wanted
to be tourists in Oslo or faux-Norwegians relaxing with the family. Although I wouldn’t
want to miss out on the cultural wonders in
the capital, my favorite days were probably
those spent outside the city—and especially
those in Halden.
Located right on the Norwegian-Swedish border, Halden is a historical town about
an hour and a half southeast
of Oslo with that Norwegian
charm and slower pace I had
been seeking.
I first experienced Halden
from the serenity of my family’s boat. We packed up a
lunch for the day, dressed the
dog in her life jacket, and took
off on the hunt for the perfect
picnic spot. Hanne, my mother’s cousin’s wife and Haldennative, skillfully navigated
around the countless tiny islands of the fjord while the rest
of us enjoyed the breathtaking scenery.
Eventually she spotted the ideal location for our picnic, and we docked at the sunny island. We spent the next hour enjoying
the calm atmosphere and eating our lunch.
Even the Dalmatian was lucky enough to get
some!
When it started getting breezy, we returned to the boat and set off for home. My
friend and I sat with the guys in the stern,
drinking warm coffee and reading Aftenposten and VG, while the women drove the
boat. Looking out at the fjord with a cup of
black coffee in my hand and a Norwegian
newspaper in my lap, I realized I was living
my first authentic Norwegian day.
We needed a dose of tourism the next
day, so my mom’s cousin Jon took us to the
old Svinesund Bridge, which connects Norway and Sweden. The bridge opened in June
1946 with a ceremony attended by the Norwegian king and the Swedish crown prince,
and became the highest bridge in Northern Europe. The second Svinesund Bridge
opened in June 2005 with an arch that stands
92 meters above the fjord. Besides gawking
over the magnificent view, we had quite a lot
of fun standing in Norway and Sweden at the
same time. Now I can add one more country
to my list!
We then drove to the Halden Marina
and met up with the rest of the family as
they were docking the boat. Our big group
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200 years of Norwegian Constitution celebrated
Event at Philadelphia’s National Constitution Center pairs art and discussion of the document
Michael Kleiner

Philadelphia, Penn.
Philadelphia is known as the birthplace
of America. The Declaration of Independence was written and approved here in
1776, and the Constitution followed in 1787.
Philadelphia houses the National Constitution Center. What many people don’t realize
is the U.S. Constitution birthed the Norwegian Constitution at Eidsvoll 27 years later.
On October 22, in a joint venture of
the Norwegian American Chamber of Commerce-Philadelphia, the National Constitution Center, Norwegian Consul General in
New York and Global Philadelphia, the 200th
Anniversary of Norway’s Constitution was
celebrated at the NCC. An exhibit featured
paintings related to Norway’s Constitution
by contemporary Norwegian artists Christopher Robert Glein, Sverre Bjertnæs, Bjørn
Båsen, and Inghild Karlsen. Their work and
those of six other artists, and articles by 15
authors appears in a book, Red, White, and
Blue: Norwegian Constitution, American
Inspiration. It was published by Trond B.
Olsen’s Art Pro Forlag AS in Drammen. A
polite discussion took place between two authors of articles in the book, Kaare Strøm,
professor of political science at the University of California, San Diego, and Ola Mestad,
professor of law at the University of Oslo.
Jeffrey Rosen, Executive Director and CEO
of the National Constitution Center, served
as moderator.
Olsen conceived the idea of an American-Norwegian celebration, and the connection to the U.S. Constitution. “The project
was to promote the ideas of freedom projected in our Constitutions,” Olsen said during
a presentation of the book and two Bjertnæs
prints to Rosen. “The U.S. and Norwegian
Constitutions speak to the right to life, free
speech, religious freedom, and due process
of law. Jeffrey was enthusiastic and positive
about the idea. We are thankful to your nation and to your center.”

“During a meeting at the New York
Consul General’s office last fall, we were
talking about what plans Official Norway
had for celebrating the Norwegian Constitution Bicentennial,” said NACC Philadelphia
President Frode Kjersem. “I mentioned the
National Constitution Center in Philadelphia
as the perfect venue. The consulate staff then
mentioned Trond’s project for the book, exhibition, and the connection to the American
constitution. We introduced Trond to Jeffrey
Rosen.”
“It was a natural,” said Rosen. “We
have a mission from Congress to provide
information in a non-partisan way about the
U.S. Constitution. Trond explained to me the
close relationship between our Constitution
and the Norwegian Constitution and the influence of James Madison. I thought it would
be exciting to compare, contrast, and discuss
the two documents. I did not know about the
Norwegian Constitution and have learned a
lot. Trond’s energy and those of the people
in Norway and America were tremendous.”
Elin Bergithe Rognlie, Consul General,
Royal Norwegian Consulate, New York,
made some opening remarks, emphasizing,
“We shouldn’t take for granted the freedoms
we gained.”
“All of our members (including NCC)
are international stakeholders,” said John
Smith, III, Chair, Board of Directors, Global
Philadelphia. “Our fundamental mission is
to radically change Philadelphia’s presence
and effectiveness in the world by promoting
interaction. I’m here to encourage and support this effort.”
Among the questions Rosen posed were
what Americans inspired the Norwegians;
the early power of farmers; the role of the
King; the unequal aspects in both countries’
original Constitutions, and how each document evolved as times changed. He often
quoted from exact articles in the Norwegian
Constitution.
“The Norwegians had two American heroes who inspired them, George Washington
and Benjamin Franklin,” said Mestad.
“Two framers of the Norwegian Constitution (lawyers Christian Magnus Falsen,
Leif Richter Salvesen
Hans G. Simonson
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The speakers pose for a photo after the debate. From L to R: Jeffrey Rosen, Executive Director and
CEO, National Constitution Center; Ola Mestad, professor of law, University of Oslo; Kaare Strøm,
professor of political science, University of California, San Diego.

36, and Wilhelm Christie, 32) were most influenced by James Madison,” added Strøm.
“Falsen was probably the Norwegian equivalent of James Madison. Madison’s biggest
influence was specific rights, the design of
parliamentary structure, sovereignty and the
overarching ideas of checks and balances.
The Bill of Rights was very important, even
if the Norwegian constitution did not have
the exact same Bill of Rights.”
Farmers were the largest contingent of
the 112 male delegates, which also included
clergy, officers, and lawyers. As land owners, they were given the right to vote. This
became a problem in later years, especially
after the negotiated dissolution of the union
with Sweden in 1905. “For most of the 19th
century, the Constitution was seen as an instrument of the people,” said Mestad. “With
the rise of the labor movement, the manual
workers did not have the right to vote. They
were divided on their relationship to the
Constitution. Is it protecting us or not? Some
in Labor said the idea of the Constitution is
democratic, and others saw it as an instrument of oppression. In the 1930s, Labor
came to the Constitution side as they became
a majority in power.”
Women were granted the right to vote in
1913, seven years before the United States.
“There were some arguments for wom-

en’s suffrage at the Constitutional Assembly,
but it was never discussed,” said Mestad.
“Only men with individual property
could vote,” said Strøm. “After 1905, it was
a foregone conclusion that the vote would
extend to women, but first it had to be set
in motion with full suffrage for adult men,
then wealthy women, and then full women’s
suffrage.”
Rosen noted that as the American Constitution didn’t initially address slavery and
women’s suffrage, the Norwegian Constitution initially barred Jews and Jesuits. “They
started with an agenda to work toward religious tolerance,” said Strøm. “Most people
wanted an established church, but they ended
up without an established church, but less
religious tolerance. People began having
second thoughts. There were social debates
about the fairness. Jews were allowed in
1851. It took around 150 years before Jesuits
were allowed to live in Norway and the last
part of that article was repealed. The Norwegian Constitution was remarkably egalitarian, but wasn’t as liberal.”
One of the fascinating developments is
how the role of the King evolved.
“The assembly tried to continue with a
monarchy, and at the same time, have a sov-

See > constitution, page 13
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Happy 61st anniversary,
Lillian and Odd Pedersen!
May God
continue to
bless you.
Much love,
Thordes
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@na-weekly.com to place an obituary.

Dr. Knut Holm

< WWII

From page 3

during the evacuation, rendering everything
the Red Army could use useless. This included the town of Kirkenes where some
30,000 Nazi Germany troops were originally
stationed.
According to Saturday’s 70 years’ commemoration program, HRH King Harald V
will be attending a wreath-laying ceremony
at Krigsmødremonument—dedicated to
wartime mothers’ efforts for their children
and home—in Kirkenes’s main square.
Among others scheduled to attend are
Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg,
Minister of Foreign Affairs Børge Brende,
and Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov. One
minute’s silence will be held as part of the
ceremony, followed by playing of the Russian and Norwegian National Anthems.
Both Foreign Ministers will lay a wreath
at Russemonumentet. This is a monument
to the Red Army soldiers who liberated the
Sør-Varanger area in the autumn of October
1944, following the four-year occupation by
Nazi Germany soldiers.
The afternoon sees the preservation ceremony of Rørbua and the Bjørnevatn tunellen. Rørbua was originally a bathhouse for
workers employed by nearby mining company A/S Sydvaranger (now, Sydvaranger
Gruve AS), which mined iron ore. The modern-day company was established in 2007,
and is owned by the Tschudi Group.

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

It’s time to party

Died August 22, 2014
Dr. Knut Holm passed away peacefully
in Naples, Fla., on August 22, 2014, and
heaven gained a very special person.
He was born in Oslo, Norway, the son of
a Norwegian ship owner. He studied in Germany and Austria, then graduated summa
cum laude from the Medical School at Oslo
University.
When the Nazis occupied Norway during WWII, he joined the underground and
had to flee the country. He then served five
years in the Medical Corps of the Allied
Forces. In 1948 he was invited to the United
States for his postgraduate work in Ophthalmology. After five years of studies at Columbia University and Geisinger Medical Center
in Pennsylvania, he became a Diplomat of
the American Board of Ophthalmology. He
was asked to chair the Eye Department of
the Lutheran Medical Center in New York.
Dr. Holm remained Director of Ophthalmology at LMC for 30 years. He also
built his private Eye Institute in Bay Ridge,
New York, and was one of the first eye surgeons in the world to perform cataract operation with intraocular implant. In 1974 he
was elected President of the Ophthalmological Society. During all these years he was a
staunch supporter of and donated his services to the Norwegian Children’s Home and
Christian Home for the Aged. For several
years he also served as President of the Norwegian-American Academic society, was
a charter member and past President of the
Cod Club of New York, and was a member
and past President of the Norsemen Rod and
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Gun Club in New York.
In recognition of his medical and humanitarian services to the Norwegians and
Americans of Norwegian descent, his Majesty King Olav V appointed Dr. Knut Holm
Knight, First Class of the Royal Norwegian
Order of Merit. The presentation was made
by Consul General Bjarne Grindem at the
Holm’s residence in Islamorada, Fla., on
December 16, 1989.
Left to cherish his memories is his loving wife of 64 years, Anne-Lise Holm of
Naples, Fla.
A memorial service will be held for Dr.
Knut Holm in Norway in the spring of 2015.
Felix Tschudi, chairman of the board of
Tschudi Shipping, is one of the people who
will receive the diplomats and officials.
Bjørnevatn tunnelen (also known as
1944-tunnelen) is located about 50 meters
(some 164 feet) from Rørbua. Up to 3,500
people hid in the tunnel during the battles
between Nazi German and Soviet Red Army
troops in Sør-Varanger.
Many people began to come into the
tunnel around October 14. People settled in
places on makeshift wooden floors, and had
their pets, winter clothing, and other things
they needed with them. They did not know
how long they were going to stay there while
the battles raged outside.
At 2:15 one morning, four Red Army
soldiers stood at the mouth of the tunnel.
They told the people in the tunnel to “raise
the Norwegian flag—you’re free.” Ten children were born in Bjørnevatn tunnel.
Saturday, October 25, 2014, will see
HRH King Harald V and Prime Minister
Solberg meet five of those born in the tunnel
under the Second World War, according to
the official program.
They will also meet people including
witnesses from that period, and some young
descendants of those who stayed in the tunnel. Moreover, dinner for everyone who
stayed in the tunnel will be arranged.
Sources: The Royal Palace, Norwegian Government, Norwegian Parliament, The Foreigner, Wikipedia.

I had a friend back at seminary who
was known for his creative sermon titles.
In fact, he got himself into trouble on internship when he entitled his sermon on
the Wedding of Cana, “Jesus Christ, the
Life of the Party.” The interesting thing
about this title, and many others he created, was that they often came very close
to the true meaning of the text.
When Jesus turned six stone jars of
water—each holding 20 or 30 gallons—
into very fine wine, he contributed in a significant way to the success of the “Wedding of Cana.” The fact that Jesus did it
in a quiet and unassuming way indicates
the he did it for the sake of the party and
not for his own benefit. By beginning his
ministry in this way, Jesus put his blessing
upon our celebrations and made it clear
that they are an important part of life.
We are about to enter into that time
of year when there are many celebrations.

Churches often have fall festivals, reformation festivals, and Advent festivals.
Meanwhile the whole country prepares to
celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas, and
the New Year in rapid succession. We will
all be doing a lot of celebrating in the next
couple of months.
As we celebrate this year we should
remember that God is with us in our celebrations. Jesus often told parables that
were critical of those who wouldn’t come
to a party if they were invited, or who
weren’t ready when the party began. Getting together with friends and family for
important celebrations keeps friendships
alive and families together. Of course,
parties don’t just happen. Parties require
a lot of hard work by those who plan and
host them. Perhaps remembering that our
efforts are blessed by God and well worthwhile will help us all get through another
season of important celebrations.

Community Connections
G rat u l erer m e d Dagen !

Happy birthday /
engagement / etc!
Your name and
special message
here!
For more information, call
us at (800) 305-0217 or email
naw@na-weekly.com.

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
Den Norske Lutherske Minnekirke

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church offers the best venue in Chicago for Norwegians
and Scandinavians to gather and celebrate Norwegian traditions. We welcome you to our
warm and friendly family of members. Unless otherwise noted, all services begin at 11am.
Please visit us soon!

November 2014
Nov. 2

Pastor Soren Flessen

Nov. 9

Pastor TBA / Holy Communion

Nov. 16

Pastor TBA

Nov. 22

Taste of Norway holiday event
10am to 3pm

Nov. 23

Pastor TBA / Holy Communion

Nov. 30

Pastor TBA

2614 North Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, IL 60647 • (773) 252-7335 • www.minnekirken-chicago.org

12 • October 31, 2014

in your neighborhood

What’s going on in your neighborhood?
alaska

Anchorage’s Lutefisk and Lefse Dinner
Nov. 15
Anchorage, Alaska
Join Bernt Balchen Lodge 2-046 for a lutefisk
and lefse dinner! Seatings are at 4:00 p.m. or
7:00 p.m., and dancing is also at 7:00 p.m.
Adults, $25 (non-members $30); ages 12-16,
$12; ages five to 11, $5; ages four and under,
free. Reservations required; call Viking Hall at
(907) 349-1613. For further info, contact Tom
Falskow at lise@gci.net. At Viking Hall.

california

Mikhael Paskalev Performance
Nov. 3, 8:00 p.m.
San Francisco, Calif.
Norwegian artist Mikhael Paskalev will be performing at the Fillmore along with San Fermin
and Courtney Barnett. Doors open at 7:00
p.m. and the show starts at 8:00 p.m. Tickets
cost $22.50 plus applicable charges. Visit thefillmore.com for more information.
“Don’t Hug Me, We’re Married”
now—Nov. 15
North Hollywood, Calif.
Phil Olson presents “Don’t Hug Me, We’re
Married.” In a bar in a small Scandinavian
town in northern Minnesota, plans are on tap
for a double wedding. What could go wrong?
Everything. 16 original songs. At Lonny Chapman Group Rep Theatre: 10900 Burbank Blvd.,
North Hollywood. Call (818) 763-5990 or visit
www.thegrouprep.com for more information.
Norse Mythology through Art and Music
Nov. 8, 6:00 p.m.
Santa Rosa, Calif.
Enjoy the “Norse Mythology through Art and
Music” lecture by Dr. Kayleen Asbo, cultural
historian, musician, teacher, and writer. Social
hour begins at 6:00 p.m. followed by a Viking
Buffet at 6:30 p.m. Program begins at 7:30
p.m. Cost is $27 ($22 for members) for lecture
and dinner, or $17 ($12 for members) for lecture only. Prepayment to the Sons of Norway
is required. For information call Karen at (707)
996-9889 or email annemarie@thegrid.net.
At Norway Hall: 617 W. 9th Street.
Lutefisk with Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson Lodge
Nov. 8
Oakland, Calif.
Enjoy lutefisk, homemade meatballs, potatoes, vegetables, lefse, and dessert! The nohost social hour begins at 6:00 p.m., followed
by dinner at 7:00 p.m. Cost is $20 for adults
and $5 for children 12 and under. Pre-paid
reservations required by Nov. 1. Call Nancy C.
Eikeberg at (510) 530-3721 or email nceikeberg@comcast.net. At Bjornson Hall.

colorado

Trollheim Christmas Fair
Nov. 7—8, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Lakewood, Colo.
Trollheim Lodge offers the public early Christmas shopping at its own Norske Butikken and
items from a variety of crafters from the community. Admission fee is $1. Lunch may be
purchased between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

illinois

Galleri Format Oslo
Nov. 6—9
Chicago, Ill.
This year, Galleri Format Oslo participates for
the first time at SOFA CHICAGO. The gallery
will represent 12 Norwegian artists working
with glass, ceramics, jewelry, and textile. SOFA
CHICAGO is a world-renowned art fair dedicated to Sculpture, Objects, Functional Art,
and Design. It returns to Navy Pier’s Festival
Hall November 7—9, with an Opening Night
Preview on November 6. Visit www.sofaexpo.
com for more information.

iowa

Deck the Tables
Nov. 7—8, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Decorah, Iowa
Celebrate the seasons with decorated tables that
will inspire your creativity, festive music, and delicious food at the Hotel Winneshiek, hosted by
the Deck the Tables Committee of volunteers.
Visit www.vesterheim.org for more information.

Maryland

Norwegian Christmas Bazaar in Bethesda
Nov. 7—8
Bethesda, Md.
Welcome to the Norwegian Church in D.C.’s Annual Christmas Bazaar in Bethesda: “A Taste of
Scandinavia.” Many beautiful imported gift items
will be available for purchase. There will be a big
section of Norwegian foods and candies, as well
as fresh waffles and coffee. There will also be a
raffle with many wonderful prizes—including a
seven-day cruise along Norway’s coast. Arranged
by the Norwegian Seaman’s Church at Emmanuel
Lutheran Church. Open from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. on
Friday and 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday.

Massachusetts

Scandinavian Fair
Nov. 15, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Concord, Mass.
This Scandinavian Fair includes a café serving
Norwegian open-faced sandwiches, waffles,
bløtkake, and more! Purchase Christmas items,
knitwear, jewelry, books, gifts for kids and adults,
weavings, carvings, and Scandinavian foods. Enjoy live traditional music, book signings by local
authors, a Viking magician, and much more! At
Concord Carlisle Regional High School.

Minnesota

Business After Hours with Trollheim Lodge
Nov. 6, 4:30—6:30 pm
St. Cloud, Minn.
Trollheim Lodge and Stearns History Museum
co-host the “New Land, New Life: Norwegian
Immigration in Minnesota 1825—1925″ exhibit
from October through December. At Business After Hours we have the opportunity to visit with
attendees regarding the Trollheim Lodge and to
demonstrate lefse, krumkake, waffles, rosettes,
and more. At Stearns Historical Museum.
Scandinavian Dance
Nov. 9, 6:00—9:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, Minn.
The dance and music of the Scandinavian countries are celebrated at Tapestry Folkdance Center.
Dance the whole range of Scandinavian dances
including the vals, polka, schottis, hambo, snoa,
mazurka, polska, springar, and more. Beginning
lessons will enable all levels of dancers access
to this beautiful and fun dance form. The dance
evening includes both easy dances and more difficult dances and will be adapted to meet the
wishes of the attending dancers. Family friendly.
No one will be left out! Cost is $5.
Wooden Bowl Turning: Norwegian Ale Bowls
Nov. 14—16, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Grand Marais, Minn.
Wooden ale bowls were used both for serving on
special occasions and in the brewing process. In
this class, students begin with a green birch log.
Using axes, knives, hook tools, and a foot-powered spring-pole lathe, you’ll create an ale bowl
to take home. At North House Folk School. Visit
www.northhouse.org/courses/courses/course.
cfm/cid/165 for registration information.
Book Club: Vikings in the Attic
Nov. 19, 6:30—8:00 p.m.
St. Cloud, Minn.
The Stearns History Museum is hosting Eric
Dregni, author of the recently released Vikings
in the Attic in conjunction with the “New Land,
New Life: Norwegian Immigration in Minnesota
1825—1925″ exhibit.

Check www.na-weekly.com/events for complete listings
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Scandinavian Holiday Fair
Nov. 8, 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Mahopac, N.Y.
Our annual Scandinavian Holiday Fair will be
held at the United Methodist Church Hall. The
fair features Scandinavian vendors, Scandinavian
bakery, and lefse. Homemade foods sold include
ertesuppe, lapskaus, meatballs, and hot dogs.
There will also be a raffle and children’s activities.
Please come and buy your Christmas gifts and enjoy the food. For information or directions, please
call Kari at (914) 736-0784 or (914) 645-1644.
Scandinavian Bazaar
Nov. 8, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
St. James, N.Y.
Join Sons of Norway Loyal Lodge #252 for a Scandinavian Bazaar! Enjoy Scandinavian decorative
and household items, the bakery, lunch, raffle
items, and handmade Scandinavian ornaments!
At Norway Hall. For information, contact Torun
Reduto at (631) 862-8017.
A Feisty Bride, Some Huldufólk, and a Most
Incredible Thing
Nov. 8, 11:00 a.m.
New York, N.Y.
Some of New York’s most famous storytellers
bring to life exciting tales of mythical creatures
and fantastic adventures from Scandinavia and
the far north. Regina Ress and Ron Sopyla join
forces to tell tales from Denmark, Norway, and
Iceland at Scandinavia House.

oregon

Annual Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner
Nov. 9
Portland, Ore.
Reserved seating at 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, and 6:00
p.m. Seating is limited and last year’s dinner sold
out early. Price is $24 for adults, $10 for children
five to 12, and under five free. Lutefisk, meatballs, boiled potatoes with cream gravy, coleslaw,
homemade lefse, cranberry relish, prune pudding, and coffee/tea. Advance reservations required. Tickets available at app.arts-people.com/
index.php?ticketing=norse. At Grieg Lodge.
Sonja Lodge Holiday Faire/Christmas Bazaar
Nov. 15, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Eugene, Ore.
Serving a light lunch of yellow split pea soup,
open-faced sandwiches, and assorted desserts
including pies and cake. We also have a bake sale,
and many Christmas and gift items. Lefse and
krumkake demos, too! At Sons of Norway Lodge:
710 McKinley St.

South carolina

Lake Murray Symphony Orchestra Performance
Nov. 16
Irmo, S.C.
This year The Nordic Club is creating greater
awareness that Norway is celebrating 200 years
of its constitution by hosting a concert. The concert will feature Norwegian music performed by
the Lake Murray Symphony Orchestra. Sponsors
of the event include the Royal Embassy of Norway and the Columbia International Festival. At
Harbison Theatre at Midlands Technical College.

South dakota

Forbidden Landscapes: The Secrets of Northern
Norway
now—Feb. 2
Sioux Falls, S.D.
Augustana College presents the photography of
Lars Westvig, professor at the University of Nordland in Bodø. In 2000 Lars published his first
book of images, Bilda. The majority of the images on display were taken from his light aircraft.
The show is free and open to the public in the
galleries of the Fantle Building at The Center for

Western Studies. Hours are Monday through
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Norse Glee Club Annual Lutefisk Supper
Nov. 7, 4:30—7:30 p.m.
Sioux Falls, S.D.
The Norse Glee Club is famous for its annual lutefisk supper. Satisfy your craving for
that special Norwegian dish plus meatballs,
potatoes, coleslaw, and lefse, with sherbet
for dessert. Served family style at the Nordic
Hall: 218 West 13th Street. Tickets are $15 for
adults; children under 12 are $7.50. For tickets call 332-7489 and ask for George or Judy.

virginia

Scandinavian Christmas Bazaar
Nov. 8—9, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Virginia Beach, Va.
A very traditional Scandinavian Christmas Bazaar with both baked goods and Norsk mat
available. Visit many Scandinavian vendors.
Sons of Norway memberships will be on sale.
At Francis Asbury United Methodist Church.

Washington

Nordic Fest presented by Ester Moe Lodge
Nov. 8, 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
Langley, Wash.
Join Ester Moe Lodge #39 on Whidbey Island
for the 15th Annual Nordic Fest! Discover
mouth-watering food in the Norsk Kafe, tantalizing baked goods in the Bakeri, exciting
shopping and a fun Butikk, creative demonstrations, lively music, and more! Lots of free
parking! Admission is $1 per person; children
12 & under free. For more info, call (425) 3087860 or visit www.daughtersofnorway.com.
At South Whidbey High School.
Sumner Holiday Bazaar and Lutefisk Dinner
Nov. 8, 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sumner, Wash.
The holiday bazaar begins at 10:00 a.m., and
the lutefisk dinner starts at 12:00 p.m. with
lefse, meatballs, and all the trimmings. Cost
is $20 for adults or $15 for meatball with no
fish; $10 for children 10 and under. At Christ
the King Lutheran Church. Call (253) 863-1142
for more information.
Julesalg—Norwegian Christmas Sale
Nov. 8, 12:00 p.m.
Bremerton, Wash.
Enjoy a wonderful day with your Norwegian
culture and friends. The Christmas sale will
include Norwegian cookies and lefse, baked
goods and sweet shop, needlework and handwork, rosemaling, plus much much more!
Enjoy our homemade soup lunch. Coffee is
always on! At Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.
Tordenskjold Lodge 2-005 Lutefisk Dinner
Nov. 8, 12:00—3:30 p.m.
Spokane, Wash.
This lutefisk dinner will have two sittings:
12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. Seating will be limited to approximately 100 per sitting; reservations are required. For more information call
the lodge at (509) 326-9211. Walk-ins will be
seated when space is available. Cost is $17
for adults and $10 for children 12 and under.
Lefse will be on sale for $8 a package. At All
Saints Lutheran Church: 314 S Spruce.

Wisconsin

Lutefisk Dinner
Nov. 8, 11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Osceola, Wis.
Serving from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Cost is
$18 for adults; $6 for children 12 and under.
At West Immanuel Lutheran Church (www.
westimmanuel.org).

Send your event to naw@na-weekly.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.
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In your neighborhood

Anti-hunger breakfast

SECM’s “Look to Norway” essay contest
for children offers fun prizes and honors

Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast
celebrates 30 years of fellowship and charity

Special Release

Photo courtesy of Second Harvest heartland
Second Harvest Heartland strives to end hunger in 59 counties throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin
though a network of dedicated volunteers.

Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

Thirty years ago, Sons of Norway and
Lawrence O. Hauge had a brainstorm: bring
together the Nordic community to give
thanks for their freedom, faith, family, and
friends. Thus the Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast was born. Each year, between 800 and 900 people gather for breakfast and to celebrate life.
This year’s program is outstanding. The
Gustavus Adolphus Choir of St. Peter, Minn.,
under the direction of Dr. Gregory Aune, and
the Barbary Coast Dixieland Band will perform. Speakers will include Andrew Zimmern, chef and host of the Travel Channel’s
Bizarre Foods, Kevin King, well-known local author and storyteller, and the Rev. Ruth
MacKenzie, minister of worship arts at First
Universalist Church of Minneapolis. Senior
journalist and former WCCO TV news anchor Don Shelby will serve as master of ceremonies.
The early morning get-together also allows guests to give back to the community

by supporting two local charities. This year’s
beneficiaries are Second Harvest Heartland
and Minnesota Military Family Foundation.
Second Harvest Heartland strives to end
hunger in 59 counties throughout Minnesota
and Western Wisconsin through a network
of dedicated partners, volunteers, and donors. The second charity, Minnesota Military
Family Foundation, is a not-for-profit, community-supported fund that provides financial grants to military families during times
of extraordinary financial hardship.
The thirtieth breakfast is on Tuesday,
Nov. 25, in the Grand Ballroom of the DoubleTree Hotel, 7800 Normandale Boulevard,
Bloomington, with seating beginning at 6:30
a.m. Tickets are $25 per person or $250 per
10-person reserved table. Students pay $20
per person. Reservations are required and
may be made online at www.sonsofnorway.
com or by calling (612) 821-4640 no later
than Wednesday, Nov. 19. Tickets will not be
sold at the door.

Scandinavian Heritage Foundation accepting
applications for 58th Lucia Court and scholarship
Special Release

Scandinavian Heritage Foundation
An Oregon tradition since 1956, the
Lucia—Queen of Light program celebrates
accomplished young women who can make
a difference in their community. The Scandinavian Heritage Foundation (SHF) is accepting applications for the 58th annual Oregon
Lucia Court from young women between the
ages of 16 and 20 who have a strong passion
for their Nordic heritage, tradition, and culture. Applicants must be at least a junior in
high school, and a citizen or permanent resident of the U.S. The young woman chosen
as Lucia will receive a $2,500 scholarship
to the college of their choice, with a $1,000
scholarship to the runner-up.
Scandinavian tradition holds that in
Vårmland, Sweden, a white-clad maiden
wearing a crown of burning candles and a red

sash brought food to starving villagers on the
shores of Lake Vanern. On the morning of
December 13—Lucia Morning—the strains
of “Santa Lucia” are heard everywhere as the
white-robed maiden comes out of the night
with her burning crown of candles to dispel the darkness, bringing bright light to the
Christmas season. While it was originally a
Swedish tradition, it has since spread to other
Nordic countries.
The official Oregon Lucia will be announced during a ceremony at ScanFair on
Sunday December 7 at 1:00 p.m. at the Portland Veterans Memorial Coliseum.
Applications must be postmarked by Nov. 20,
2014. Visit the SHF website at www.scanheritage.org, (click on Family/Events) to download an application; or call the office (503)
977-0275 or email shf@mindspring.com for
an application or for further information.

Scandinavian East Coast Museum
The Norwegians have been in our neighborhood of southwest Brooklyn for over 400
years, since the time New York was a Dutch
colony. They founded Lutheran Medical
Center, the Norwegian Christian Home &
Health Center, and many other institutions
in the Bay Ridge area. Leif Ericson Park is
named after one of their greatest explorers
and contains many Norwegian features, including a Viking ship playground.
During the month of November the
Scandinavian East Coast Museum hosts an
Annual Essay Contest for children from
fourth to sixth grades, to honor Leif Erikson.
This year’s topic is, “200 Years of Democracy—Cut By the Occupation.”
Norway became a kingdom in 1030, but
from 1380 until 1814 was under foreign rule.
In 1814, Norway finally had its first constitution. However, this hard-fought recognition as an independent country was lost once
again, when the Nazis occupied Norway
from 1940-1945. However, the Norwegian
people did not take this hostile takeover lying down. Their Resistance Movement was
so powerful, in this country of less than five
million, that United States President Roosevelt praised Norway as an example to the

world in its fight against injustice.
Listen to some words from his famous
“Look to Norway” speech. “If there is anyone who still wonders why this war is being
fought, let him look to Norway. If there is
anyone who has any delusions that this war
could have been averted, let him look to
Norway; and if there is anyone who doubts
the democratic will to win, again I say, let
him look to Norway.”
Research Norway’s history under the
occupation. Find one person or story that
exemplifies Norwegians’ Resistance. Write
about why this person or act was so important.
Please send essays of no more than two
pages, typed or hand written, by November
30, to: SECM, 440 Ovington Ave, Brooklyn,
NY 11209.
There will be two winners selected.
Prizes include: a gift certificate to Nordic
Delicacies, Viking Memorabilia, and riding
on a replica Viking Ship in the Norwegian
Day Parade in May 2014.
For further information, please contact Victoria Hofmo at (718) 748-5950. If you would
like more information about Norwegian contributions or history in New York, we would
be more than happy to provide an educational presentation.

Photo: Michael Kleiner
The speakers during the debate: Ola Mestad, Jeffrey Rosen, and Kaare Strøm.

< constitution
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ereign King representative of the people,”
said Strøm. “The influence on the design of
Parliament from Madison was critical because Parliament was the branch of the Norwegian government directly elected by the
people.”
“Changes to the Constitution could be
made without any consent from the King,”
said Mestad. “Parliament had ultimate
power. This is different than other European

countries.”
In 1905, Norwegian men elected Danish Prince Carl as King. He became Haakon
VII without any power.
“In the King’s council, the secretary
said ‘should I send documents to the King?’”
said Mestad. “The Prime Minister said ‘the
King does not need to see the documents,
just sign them.’ In another case, the Prime
Minister was in the minority, and the King
said he agreed with the Prime Minister. The
Prime Minister said, ‘The King agrees with
the majority.’”

Scandinavian Fair
THE 15TH ANNUAL

by the Daughters of Norway Nellie Gerdrum Lodge #41

Saturday, November 15, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Hampton Inn’s Fox Hall (I-5 exit #258) in Bellingham, WA
We will have our Bakery and Cafe with lunch available, Nordic gifts and
crafts, hourly drawing and entertainment. Admission $1, age 12 & under free!
Questions? Contact Ellen at (360) 592-4065
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Celebration as bygdebok
collection hits milestone
UND’s Arne G. Brekke Bygdebok Collection is
one of the largest ancestry resources online

The following is an excerpt from Vikings in the Attic: In Search
of Nordic America by Eric Dregni, now out in paperback from
the University of Minnesota Press. Catch Dregni in St. Cloud,
Minn. on Nov. 19.

“Food”
Photo: Richard Larson
Dr. Arne Brekke and Gloria Gransberg mingle at the reception celebrating the collection’s success.

Larrie Wanberg
Features Editor

Photo courtesy of Eric Dregni

Where are all the Scandinavian
restaurants in the Midwest? If combined the offspring of these Nordic
settlers make up the largest ethnic
group in the area—why isn’t shrimp
smørbrød standard fare at Perkins?
Only in church basement potlucks,
Christmas hooplas, or ethnic lodge
meetings does the real Scandinavian inventiveness show its Jell-O
laden face.
Whoever said that Scandinavian food is bland and tasteless
obviously has never had lutefisk.
Besides that, try salt licorice, herring in dill sauce, gravlaks, gjetost
brown cheese (or whiffy gammelost
“old cheese”) washed down with a
shot of aquavit or gut-wrenching
bitters. Scandinavians are brave
eaters, or as the Swedes say “Lite
skit rensar magen” or a little shit
cleans out the stomach, said when
you drop something on the floor and
then eat it.
To eat this food, one must be
born into it. To witness the hungry
Scandinavians, stop at Ingebretsen’s in Minneapolis to dodge the
blue-haired throngs descending
busses directly from Lutheran nursing homes to line up on Lake Street
during the month of December so

these geriatric partygoers can load
up on lutefisk, lefse, and glögg mix.
For brevity’s sake, I’ve left out
the ubiquitous cookies, the meatballs and the disturbing Scandinavian obsession with pølser (wieners). Although I couldn’t resist
including this delicious quotation:
“Only the Norwegians eat blood
sausage with cream.”
Instead,
I’ve focused on mush (rømmegrøt), giant, rich potato dumplings
(klubb), cod in drain cleaner (lutefisk), and—in spite of Andrew Volstead—beer.
It all begins with food. Just as
any good Scandinavian will immediately offer coffee and maybe a
treat to guests, so too does this book
begin with dessert. Then at the end
of any meal, the visitor must reply
“Takk for maten” (thanks for the
food). Even if the meal consisted
of a disturbing casserole concoction
of creamed corn and leftover turkey
bound with cream of mushroom
soup and topped with crumbled
potato chips and for dessert, snickers bars with tart apples and Cool
Whip. Oh, so that’s why the Midwest has so few Scandinavian restaurants!

An uncommon celebration happened
October 23 on the fourth floor of the University of North Dakota’s Chester Fritz Library
in the Special Collections Conference Room.
The milestone event was a mix of a family or school reunion, a homecoming, an anniversary, and a celebration of how a handful
of books that referenced local histories and
genealogies in Norway has grown over three
decades to become an international legacy
of 1,500 books from the 424 current municipalities of Norway.
The conference room of the Library was
filled with people who had some part, benefit, or support in helping grow the Arne G.
Brekke Bygdebok Collection from a small
beginning into what is believed to be the
largest, most complete, and most accessible
reference “treasure” available to a national
and international audience of viewers who
seek to learn and trace their ancestral roots
in Norway.
The patriarch of this family-styled network and growing legacy, Dr. Arne Brekke,
stood at the podium, his white hair illuminating his 87 years and his Norwegian-born energy as a linguist in Comparative Germanic
and Indo-European languages still permeating the room from a lifetime of teaching.
“Students from yesteryear’s language
classes have played a large role,” he said,
“often starting with learning to read Norwegian, speak it conversationally, and then
traveling to Norway to learn about their family histories and meet other descendents.”
He acknowledged individuals in the
room who had assisted over the years to help
build the collection—his family, his business partner (Char Brekke) in Brekke Scandinavian Travel and Tours, former students,
Library staff, and a host of others who had
contributed in some portion to the success of
the collection.
He reviewed the history of the collection that seemed to arrive in waves, similar
to immigration itself. “In 1980,” said Dr.
Brekke, “we had two sets of Bydgebøker—
Hol in Hallingdal and Heddal/Notodden in
Telemark. I sent out a mailing to the 450 municipalities at that time and we received 180

volumes by year’s end. A year later, we had
400 books. A new mailing in 1988 brought
another wave of books in the hundreds.”
“By 2010, we had 1,220 books. Then,
UND Library developed a website that posted the books in Norway’s districts on a digital
map, so online viewers could see what books
were in the collection, as well as what books
were missing. Since the website was available, we collected another 300 books, totaling 1,500, which was our goal and prompted
this celebration.
“If known books are out of print, we
find them in used bookstores, advertising in
newspapers or internet postings. We want the
collection to be a complete one.”
Dr. Brekke gave examples from the past
week how people from distant places were
discovering their roots of heritage in their
ancestral “home country” of Norway, coming from across the country and across continents.
In 2010, Dr. Brekke and his daughter,
Dr. Karen Hoelzer of Springfield, Ill., established the Arne G. Brekke Endowment for
the Bygdebok Collection.
Gloria Gransberg, a co-benefactor who
flew in from her residence in Norway, gave
remarks from the podium, describing how
she took a Norwegian minor at UND as a
student of Dr. Brekke, received one of three
of the first Summer Schools scholarships to
the University of Oslo, married a Norwegian, and became invested in promoting the
Collection.
A retired schoolteacher from Norway,
visiting a nephew attending UND, by happenstance sat in on the event.
“I didn’t know that such a wonderful resource existed,” he said. Anyone with internet access can find Norwegian Bygdebøker
in one place that can help them trace their
ancestries.” He found a photo of his home
farm in the Suldal book and a picture of his
family and himself when he was four years
old in the Strand book.
”For me,” he said, “it was so great to
meet the founder of this collection who has

See > bygdebok, page 16
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Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

Reggae music meets Nord-Trøndelag
When you think of Norwegian music,
I would guess Edvard Grieg comes to mind
before Lius Machado, but as Bob Dylan
once sang, “the times they are a changin’,”
and now the music of the world is playing a
Norwegian song.
I recently participated in Barnas Verdensdag (World Children’s Day) in Levanger (North Trøndelag), contributing a couple
shakes of a tambourine to a 5th grade choir
led by a group of musicians from Oslo. Lius
Machado was one of those musicians, playing amazing rhythms on a variety of instruments, many of which I had never seen before. He was patient with my amateur claviers, and after observing his “style” I asked
if he worked with children much. Thus
began an interesting conversation about a
man seriously contemplating trading the
nightclub stage for a career filled with opportunities to inspire a younger set. “It’s nice
to see how they react,” Machado says, “and
we gain more than they do. One can learn so
much with so much good energy!”
Like many of us, love brought this
drummer, composer, singer, and festival
producer to Norway seven years ago from
his native Brazil, but it was music that made
him stay. “It is easier to get both funding for
projects and to find high quality musicians
to collaborate with here in Norway,” he told
me. Machado specializes in Reggae music,
and I asked how this had been received in

Norway. “We haven’t had the biggest audiences,” he says, thankful now that it is getting better. “When you play in a show, people
begin to know your work and become very
interested in going deeper in knowing you
and what you do and where you come from.”
Machado and his band, the Chakras
(started in 2001), have a new CD made
possible with funding from FFUK (www.
ffuk.no). Although it is directed to an adult
audience, I have no doubt that a children’s
CD is in his future. “A child’s feedback is
so pure and honest,” he reflected, so different in many ways from working in a nighttime club or festival environment. Machado
is currently working on a full show for kids
including Brazilian songs and stories in Norwegian. “Music is important to develop your
brain skills and body coordination,” he says,
and the magical rhythms he brings to life are
sure to get kids a-hoppin’ … and a-learnin’.
Fingers crossed.
FOOTNOTE: FFUK (www.ffuk.no), or the
Fund for the Performing Artists (Fond for
utøvende kunstnere) helps fund recordings
involving collaboration between professional artists in Norway. With their help,
Machado and a group of fellow musicians
put together their newly released CD, Understand. For more information, visit Machado’s website, www.chakras.no.

Photos: (above) courtesy of Torpedo Factory
Art Center, (right) Christine Foster Meloni
Above: Sami life is dependent on repurposing.
Right: Wood scuplture by an unnamed artist.
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in not buying new things. They destroy the
old in order to repurpose it to create the new.
They are continually recreating a community
based on what they have.
Brief descriptions of the works that were
on display follow.
PowerPoint Presentation
The poet Sigbjørn Skåden offers examples of this repurposing philosophy in his
poem. I sat in the middle of the gallery and
watched an 8 1/2-minute Power Point presentation of the poem projected on the wall
in front of me. Each slide showed a verse in
the original Sami language followed by the
English translation. I could hear the poet
reading his poem at the same time. I found
this experience of reading and listening to
the Sami language simultaneously very effective.
Let me share some examples of repurposing from the poem.
Notáhta 3
He’s got a washing machine
that’s gone to hell.
He takes out the drum,
cuts off the top and puts it on a rack.
Now he’s got a grill.
When he tears down the old shed
He builds a windstopping wall out of the
rubble.
Notáhta 12
Recipe for a boat trailer:
Buy a 30- to 40-year-old caravan.
Slash it all to smithereens with a chainsaw.
Strip away the undercarriage behind the
barn.
		
Skåden also retells some traditional
stories in his poem. One that particularly
touched me is the following:

Machado’s band, Chakras.

Photo: Chakkras / Facebook
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Notáhta 19 (my paraphrase)
You may hear babies crying in a meadow
between two rivers. Unwanted newborns are
left by desperate parents to die in this place.
These babies remain suspended between existing and not existing until they return after seven years to the place where they were
abandoned. Then an ancient baptizing rite is
performed and they are finally at peace.
I asked the Sami actress Sara Margrethe
Oskal about the baptism. Who baptizes these
babies? She explained that the babies can
claim baptism anytime. (According to her,
they don’t have to wait seven years.) They

can haunt anyone they wish in order to get
baptized; the baptizer doesn’t have to be
anyone special. The chosen individual must
then pray a particular prayer backwards,
starting with “amen.”
Three Photographs of Sami Life
Joar Nango and Silje Figenschou Thoresen have taken three beautiful photos and
transferred them to large pieces of Plexiglas.
The subjects are a Sami house, a building for
storing food (similar to a Norwegian stabbur), and a grove of birch trees with unidentified objects hanging from the branches.
(Are they skins of reindeer?)
Sculpture of Wood
Wood is very plentiful in Norway and
one of the materials commonly used in Sami
art. Standing unpretentiously in a corner of
the gallery is a small wooden tower. It is
deceptively simple at first glance, but takes
on a more alluring aspect when looked at
more intensely. The pieces of different sizes,
shapes, and colors fit gently together into a
harmonious whole. (The artist is not identified.)
After viewing this exhibit, I feel that I
understand the Sami better. They are gradually adapting to the modern world but they
still have important lessons to teach us. We
would be wise, for instance, to consider their
traditional approach to consumerism. This is
one of the relevant messages that these artists are conveying in their exhibit.
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Norwegian Language Corner

Text and illustrations by Anders Kvåle Rue. Simplification of text by Kari Grønningsæter.
Translated by Jim Skurdall. Copyright © Deb Nelson Gourley, Astri My Astri Publishing.

Eirik Bloodaxe – Eirik Blodøks

Born ca. 895, died ca. 954
Son of King Harald Fairhair and Ragnhild of Denmark
Ruled ca. 932 – 935

< bygdebok
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been in this country for 66 years and still
speaks perfect Norwegian—even the language and dialect of my home community.”
A number of University staff gave greetings, emphasizing pride in how the collection is drawing international attention and
usage.
“Our goal with the library staff,” said
Dr. Brekke, “is to identify where all the new
books are being published, and once the ink
dries they are being shipped to our collection. We anticipate that the collection will
grow by the hundreds in the upcoming years.
“When you consider,” he continued,
“that the number living outside of Norway,
especially in North America, with one or
more ancestors from Norway, the estimate
is a minimum of 50 million—ten times the

population of Norway.”
Personally, I was pleased to be there for
this event, honoring a longtime friend. I have
known Arne since he first arrived in America
in 1949. As a feature writer at that time for
the college paper at Luther College, I interviewed him for a story and we became lifelong friends.
I didn’t realize then that the story of
his beginning a journey would become his
lifetime legacy that carries on to the benefit of my children (born of a mother with
Norwegian citizenship), grandchildren (who
never knew their grandmother), and great
grandchildren (who are yet to learn their
heritage)—all of whom are bonded to their
ancestral homeland.
Although I have been an eyewitness to a
longtime friend’s journey of fulfillment, this
event was about his lasting living legacy.
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Photo of the Week
Photo courtesy of Harald Vik

Eirik was the eldest of Harald’s sons,
and he succeeded his father as king. Eirik
was big, strong, and bold. He could become very angry and be extremely cruel.
He said little and had a difficult temperament.
Eirik’s brothers also wanted power.
They believed that they could be petty
kings at the same time Eirik was king of
the land. But Eirik did not like this. He was
king, and only he! In order to put an end
to the quarreling, Eirik slew many of his
brothers. He was known thereafter as Eirik Bloodaxe. Eirik was not popular. When
Haakon, his youngest brother, returned
from England, the people wanted him as
king, and Eirik had to flee the land.
Eirik later became king of Northumberland and resided in
York. In the end, he was slain
in battle on a Viking raid.

We reported this summer that 72-year-old
blind-deaf athlete Harald Vik of Drammen,
Norway, was hit by a car when leaving
Sioux Falls, S.D., while biking to Lincoln,
Neb. We are happy to report that as of
Oct. 20 Harald reports, “Goodbye to the
wheelchair and foot boot. It’s been two
months since my accident and it has been
a long two months waiting to stand once
again!” We wish Harald best wishes for a
continued recovery! He is an inspiration
to all.
Submitted by Leslee Lane Hoyum.

Want to be featured in our
Photo of the Week?
Email naw@na-weekly.com or mail your
photo with photo credit and caption.
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Eirik var den eldste av
sønnene til Harald, og han ble
konge etter faren sin. Eirik var stor, sterk
og modig, men han kunne også bli fryktelig sint og være grusom. Han sa lite og
hadde et vanskelig humør.
Brødrene til Eirik ville også ha makt,
og de mente at de kunne være småkonger
samtidig som Eirik var konge i landet.
Dette likte ikke Eirik. Det var han som var
konge, og bare han! For å få en slutt på
denne kranglingen, drepte Eirik mange
av brødrene sine. Etter dette fikk han tilnavnet Blodøks. Eirik var ikke populær, og
da den yngste broren hans, Håkon, kom
hjem fra England, ville folk heller ha ham
til konge. Eirik måtte flykte fra landet.
Senere ble Eirik konge over Northumberland og bodde i York. Til slutt falt
han i kamp på en vikingferd.

Norwegian Genealogy Kit
(kid-friendly supplies for 3)

$29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com

Join the fun and do your Norwegian Genealogy!

Subscribe to the Weekly
one year:

70

$

Photo: Karen Schulte

Call toll-free at (800) 305-0217, email naw@na-weekly.com, or mail a check to:
Norwegian American Weekly, 7301 5th Ave NE, Ste A, Seattle, WA 98115.

Norwegian Genealogy Kit with supplies for 3 people contains:
• 3 full-colored 18" x 24" map posters, each containing 18 fylker (districts) and
433 kommuner (municipalities) maps
• 3 kid-friendly five generation genealogy charts (for kids of all ages)
• 3 sets of easy 2 pg step-by-step instructions (in English) on how to use the
FREE Norwegian Arkivverket Digitalarkivet — Digitised Parish Registers
(http://www.arkivverket.no/eng/Digitalarkivet) for the old handwritten church
books from Norway. The map poster, containing the Norwegian geography
names, gives you the ability to do genealogy research in all areas of Norway
for birth, baptism, vaccination, confirmation, banns, marriage, immigration,
death and other records.
all supplies mailed in one tube
Call, send a check or order from website
Price = $17.95
Made in America!
FREE shipping in the USA
Astri My Astri Publishing
Deb Nelson Gourley
602 3rd Ave SW, Waukon, IA 52172

www.astrimyastri.com
Phone: 563-568-6229
gourleydeb@gmail.com

