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Online News
Dateline Oslo
Al Gore calls on world to
burn less wood and fuel
to curb “black carbon”

Norwegian Foreign Minister

Jonas Gahr Støre responds
saying action on black carbon

was even more urgent than that
on CO2: “Even if we turn the

rising curve of greenhouse gas
emissions in the coming years,

the reduction will not occur

quickly enough to preserve the

polar and alpine environments.
We must address short-lived
climate pollutants such as
black carbon.”

Suspected cases of Swine
Flu came back negative
The two suspected cases of
Swine Flu mentioned in the

May 1 issue, both came back
negative. As of May 4, there

are no confirmed cases of
Swine Flu in Norway.

Norway high school
graduates get ready to
party
Norwegian

high
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May 17 is celebrated
with parades and
festivities around
the world. It is the
day that Norwegians
gather and become
an extended family all
tied together as part
of a shared heritage
Jake Moe

Editor-In-Chief

The year was 1814 and a
window of opportunity opened
up due to dramatic geopolitical
changes in Europe: During the
Napoleonic Wars, the Danish king
had, as an ally of France, chosen
the wrong side. The subsequent
peace settlement of January 1814,

CONTINUES PAGE 17
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1905: Prologue to dissolution Nammo to demil Cluster Weapons
On June 7, 1905 Norway unilaterally dissolved the 91-year
union with Sweden by declaring the union monarch no longer
the king of Norway. The action by the Norwegian Storting
(Parliament) climaxed a near century-long struggle between
the two nations on the Scandinavian peninsula which had been
initiated in 1814 as a result of the developments toward the end
of the Napoleonic wars

graduates will hold a series

of festivities through May

17, as part of a tradition that
is over 300 years old called

Russ. The graduates wear red,

blue, or black overalls, hats
and whistles while running
the end of 13 years of school.
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Terje i. Leiren
Seattle, Wash.

The Swedish Crown Prince,
Carl Johan, formerly Jean Baptiste
Bernadotte, a French Marshall
under Napoleon, had aided in the
Battle of Leipzig against his former
ruler and shortly thereafter turned
his armies north to put pressure

on the Danish ally of the French
emperor. With the signing of the
Treaty of Kiel on 14 January
1814, Carl Johan succeeded in
forcing the Danish monarchy to
cede Norway to Sweden, thereby
fulfilling a policy which Sweden
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for Norwegian Armed Forces

Nammo has recently signed a Demil contract with
the Norwegian Armed Forces for demilitarization of
their stock of 52,000 cluster weapons
defpro.com

The contract is a result of the
Oslo Convention and the Ban on
Cluster Munitions, signed by 94
nations in Oslo on Dec. 3, 2008.
The fact that the Norwegian Armed
Forces takes this fast action will
influence on the other signing
nations of the Oslo Convention.
The disposal of the Improved
Conventional Municitions (ICM)
was started on April 30, at Nammo’s
Demil facility at Løkken Verk
outside Trondheim in Norway. The
contract is foreseen to be completed
by July 31, 2010.
“For Nammo, it is of utmost
importance that Norway, as one of
our three Nordic Home Markets,
signs this contract with us and
chooses a secure and environmental
friendly demilitarization method.
I hope that we in the future also
can assist the Norwegian Armed
Forces with their disposal of

On April 30, Nammo began the
demilitarization of Norway’s cluster
bombs.

other stocks of old and obsolete
ammunition types,” says Reijo
Bragberg, Executive Vice President
of Nammo’s Demil Division.
Nammo has a world-leading
expertise in industrialized and
eco-friendly
demilitarization
of conventional ammunition in
general and cluster munitions in
particular. On behalf of several
NATO customers, the Group has
demilitarized several million submunitions from cluster munitions
in the facilities in Norway, Sweden
and Germany, over the past 10
years.

Getting

2

wild

in Ballard
since 1973!

1-800-367-6065
tridentseafoods.com

Trident Seafoods
salutes Seattle’s

Norwegian
community on
17th of May
Founded in 1973 and headquartered in Ballard ever since,
Trident Seafoods celebrates our local commercial fishing
community and honors its Norwegian heritage as we
deliver healthy, delicious wild seafood to thousands of
restaurants and retail stores all across America.
Ask for our products in retail and club stores, and when
you come to Seattle, be sure — ya sure! — to visit our
Portlock store next to the Ballard Locks.

1-800-367-6065
tridentseafoods.com
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News

Norway in the News
Canada’s State visit to Norway

Govenor Michaëlle Jean (left) and King Harald V
(right). Photo by MCpl Jean-François Néron.

The Governor General of Canada received a
warm welcome from Their Majesties in Oslo
on April 28. Their Excellencies the Right
Honorable Michaëlle Jean, Governor General of Canada, and her husband Mr. JeanDaniel Lafond were accompanied by King
Harald V and Queen Sonja on a three-day
State visit, which ended in Tromsø, the largest city north of the Arctic Circle. The Governor General of Canada also met with Prime
Minister Jens Stoltenberg and Canadian and
Norwegian business people to discuss what
businesses can do to mitigate the negative effects of climate change. The discussion took
place at the Norwegian National Opera and
Ballet in Oslo on April 28. (Gg.ca)
Indonesia and Norway discuss human
rights
On Monday April 27, Minister of Foreign
Affairs Jonas Gahr Støre formally opened
the eight annual human rights dialogue
meeting between Norway and Indonesia.
The human rights dialogue has been ongoing since 2002. The bilateral meetings
include political consultations as well as
working group discussions with participation from the two governments, academia
and NGOs. (Government.no)
Russian-Norwegian contract on nuclear
safety in the Baltic Sea
Governor of Murmansk Oblast Dmitry
Dmitiyenko and his Norwegian counterpart
Finnmark County Governor Gunnar Kjønnøy last week signed a contract on removal
of radioactive strontium batteries (RTGs)
in lighthouses in the Baltic Sea. This was
Kjønnøys first meeting with the new Murmansk Oblast Governor. (BarentsObserver)

Proud to bring you the
Norwegian American Weekly

U.S. helps Stolt-Nielsen ship
The “MT Stolt Strength” belonging to
chemical tanker group Stolt-Nielsen received help from the United States navy on
April 27. The vessel was drifting without
fuel while released by Somali captors on
April 21. The tanker was captured by pirates off the Horn of Africa on November
10 last year. (Reuters.com)

veloped in close cooperation with the Royal
Norwegian Air Force during the 1990s and
has since then been contracted by the Netherlands, Spain, and the US. In latter case,
the high capacity system was operational in
connection with the inauguration of the U.S.
president in Washington, D.C. in 2005. It has
been in continuous operation ever since.
(Kongsberg.com)

Norway sends delegation to Madagascar
Minister of the Environment and International Development Erik Solheim is sending
a delegation to Madagascar to report on the
situation in the country in the light of the current conflict. The delegation will meet local
politicians, NGOs, other donor countries and
UN organisations in Madagascar with a view
to gaining a better overview of the situation
in the country. “There is an urgent need for
a democratic solution to the current situation
in Madagascar,” commented Mr. Solheim.
The country is moving towards an economic
disaster. (Government.no)

North a “standout winner” at Tribeca

Skanled Project suspended
The Skanled partners decided last week to
suspend further project activities due to increased commercial risk combined with the
global economic developments. Terje RiisJohansen, Minister of Petroleum and Energy
saud: “The Skanled project has been important to me and to the Government, and we
have done all that can be done to realize the
project. Without participation from the nonNorwegian companies, it is not possible to
achieve sufficient use of the pipeline. The
Skanled Project Group, a consortium of
eight companies, was working on a pipeline
project to bring Norwegian natural gas to
Sweden, Denmark and possibly Poland. The
project might be re-launched if the commercial conditions become more favorable in the
future. (Gassco.no, Government.no)
Finland to order Norwegian-US air defense system
The Finnish government said on April 28 it
will order a Norwegian-U.S. NASAMS air
defense missile system, radars and defense
equipment of the value of USD $690 million. The medium-range system, designed
and built by Norway’s Kongsberg and U.S.
company Raytheon will replace an old Russian BUK M1 air defense technology and
be phased in 2013-2014. NASAMS was de-

From Left: Director Rune Denstad Langlo, Actor Robert De Niro (one of Tribeca Film Festival's
Founders) and Actor Anders Baasmo Christiansen.
Photo by Erland Haugen/Norwegian Consulate
General, New York

On May 1, Norwegian director Rune Denstad
Langlo was awarded a $25,000 cash prize
for Best New Narrative Filmmaker at New
York’s Tribeca Film Festival, where the jury
of – among others – actors Meg Ryan, Uma
Thurman and director Todd Haynes praised
his “mastery of comedic direction.” Langlo
has worked both as a director and producer
in the documentary genre for 10 years. He
started his career as a production assistant
and researcher for a historic documentary
on Roald Amundsen. He has directed the
feature-length documentaries “Too Much
Norway” (2005) and “99% Honest” (2008).
Both received theatrical releases and critical
acclaim. (Nfi.no / Norway.org)
Støre pleased with Tromsø Declaration
On April 29, the eight Arctic Council Ministers ratified the Tromsø Declaration. The
declaration is the guideline for the work in
the Arctic Council the next two years. The
Council was established in 1996, and comprises Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway, the Russian Federation, Sweden
and the United States of America, in addition to indigenous representatives. Støre was
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very satisfied with the new report and told
the press that in the future politicians and scientist will talk about the “Tromsø-papers” as
an important leap to reduce the global warming. At the meeting Norway handed over the
Arctic chairmanship to Denmark. The Role
as SAO Chair is given to Ambassador Lars
Møller. (Arctic-council.org)

Nine new production licenses
The Norwegian Ministry of Petroleum and
Energy has announced the awards for nine
new production licenses in the Barents Sea
in the 20th licensing round. For the first time
in history, a company based in Northern Norway got operatorship on the Norwegian continental shelf. The Company North Energy
AS is offered the operatorship for the Vågar
field outside Sandessjøen, just south of the
Arctic Circle in the Norwegian Sea. North
Energy is based in Alta in Finnmark county,
and has several Northern Norwegian companies as investors. (BarentsObserver.com)

Import of bread on the increase
The import of bread to Norway is at present
four times as high a it was in the year 2000,
and every fourth loaf of bread consumed in
this country is now baked abroad, according
to a new survey. Last year, Norway imported
bread worth NOK 874 millon, and the Norwegian bakery industry fear the competition,
the newspaper Nationen reports. Nearly half
the import comes from Sweden and Denmark, while the rest comes from other EU
member nations. The survey was made by
the Norwegian Agricultural Economics Research Institute. (NRK/Norway Post))

Sick Plant Suffering For Parkinson Patients at the University of Stavanger
In a cooperative effort between the clinical
unit at Stavanger University Hospital and the
molecular biological experts at the University
of Stavanger researchers will now use plants
to gain an understanding of Parkinson’s disease. The research plant Arabidopsis thaliana is currently a patient at the University.
This is the first time plants are being used to
uncover the reason why Parkinson patients
experience a gradual loss of nerve cells. The
hospital has been involved in Parkinson’s
disease research since 1992 and is the leading establishment in this field of research in
Norway. (Uis.no)
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Business

Hurra for Syttende Mai!
We are celebrating

Norwegian Day Parade
on Sunday May 17th
with

Open House
from 12 noon- 2:30 pm

All are Welcome!

Exchange Rates
(May 4 09)

Norsk Kr.

6.504

Dansk Kr.

5.5746

Svensk Kr.

7.913

Canadian $

1.1783

Euro		

0.7486

Vinnere

Navn			
Siste		
Cecon ASA		
1,40		
Frontline			
166,25		
Electromagnetic Geoservices 6,90		
Seabird Exploration
2,39		
Petromena ASA		
0,25		

Tapere

Navn			
Transeuro Energy Corp.
Nexus Floating Production
DiaGenic			
Borgestad		
Lerøy Seafood Group
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supporting local Norwegian bu siness since 1932

Share your heritageFor half the price!

In Honor of the 17th
of May,
we’re offering
current subscribers the
chance to pass on the
Norwegian
American
Weekly to a Friend or
family Member for HALF
the price!

That’s Right, for only $25* you can
purchase a one-Year gift subscription
for a friend or family member who isn’t
a current subscriber. Offer good until
June 1, 2009.
To pay by credit card give us a call at (800) 305-0217. Our office is open M-F
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. PST. We accept Visa and Mastercard. If you prefer to pay by
check, make check payable to: Norwegian American Weekly and mail it to:
7301 5th Ave. NE Suite A Seattle, WA 98115
* Sorry, offer only valid for subscriptions in the U.S. Gift-recipient must live at a
different address than purchaser. Sorry, this offer is not available on renewals.
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Siste		
0,17		
1,85		
2,90		
146,00		
70,75		

%
27,27
25,95
23,21
19,50
19,0		
%
-22,73
-15,91
-6,15		
-5,81
-5,67

Hydro reports quarter one losses
The Norwegian aluminum producer
reported a loss of NOK 1.598 million
NRK

7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn New York 11209
Email: gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Tel: (718)748-7400 - (800)822-5838 - Fax: (718)238-3604

Oslo Børs:

Norwegian aluminum producer Hydro
reported a loss of NOK 1.598 million for
the first quarter of this year, against a NOK
1.2 millon surplus for the same period last
year. The economic downturn is blamed. The
results reflect the deepening global economic
downturn, with historically low aluminum
prices and a further fall in already weak
downstream markets, the report states. “We
have been in the forefront in our industry in
taking swift and decisive action in response
to the economic downturn. We do not see any
short or medium-term upturn in the market,

and we will continue to take necessary
measures adjusting our operations and
costs to the challenging market situation,”
Hydro’s President and CEO Svein Richard
Brandtzæg said. Hydro decided during the
quarter to temporarily shut down the oldest
production line at its Sunndal smelter facility
in Norway, which has an annual production
capacity of 100,000 mt per year. This will
bring total upstream capacity curtailments
to about 500,000 mt a year, or close to 30
percent of production in 2008.

DNV Fuel Fighter contest
Norwegian students prepare to compete
CNBC
A student team from the Norwegian
Institute of Science and Technology (NTNU)
is building a hydrogen-driven vehicle.
The car will compete in the annual student
competition, Shell Eco-Marathon, in Lausitz,
Germany on May 7-9, 2009. DNV is the
main sponsor of the NTNU team. DNV Fuel
Fighter is a small hydrogen- powered car
built by students at NTNU. It was unveiled on
Tuesday, April 28, and it will now participate
in the Shell Eco-marathon in May in Germany.
DNV and the NTNU in Trondheim signed a
comprehensive cooperation agreement in
2008. The agreement entails that DNV will

Happy 17th
of May!

finance 10 professorships and assist NTNU
by providing guest speakers, contributing
to student projects, such as the DNV
Fuel Fighter, and providing professional
collaboration on many levels. This is the
largest university agreement DNV has ever
entered into. An underlying reason for
entering into the agreement with NTNU is
the growing concern that technological and
scientific studies are being overlooked by
politicians in Norway. More about the car,
the team, the marathon at DNV.com.

Work Wear, Inc.
10215 Lake City Way, NE
Suite A
Seattle, WA 98125

Phone: (206) 522-5791
Email: info@workwearinc.com

Sports

Results & Standings
Tippeligaen		

PLD

PTS

1. Rosenborg BK
2. Molde FK		
3. IK Start		
4. Sandefjord Fotball
5. Viking FK
6. Odd Grenland		
7. Tromsø IL		
8. SK Brann 		
9. Ålesunds FK		
10. Fredrikstad FK
11. FC Lyn Oslo		
12. Stabæk FK		
13. Vålerenga IF
14. Strømsgodset IF
15. FK Bodø/Glimt
16. Lillestrøm SK

7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

17
16
12
12
11
10
9
9
9
8
7
7
6
5
5
3

Photo: fotball.adressa.no

Mame Diouf scored the opener for Molde after 60 minutes in a match against Ålesund.

Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

Ålesund

0-2 Molde

5/3

Stabæk

0-0 Lyn

5/3

Tromsø

1-1 Odd Grenland

5/3

Viking

3-2 Bodø/Glimt

Sandefjord

1-0 Strømsgodset

5/3

Vålerenga

2-3 Start

5/3

Rosenborg

1-0 Fredrikstad

Soma 48(p),
Danielsen 59
Nisja 63

Mjelde 5

Abdellaoui 67, Haestad 84

Prica 14

walker wins
iaaf.org

5/2

5/3

The fairness prevailed at Ullevål

Norway’s Kjersti Plätzer
takes first in Italy

Tippeligaen
Fixtures & Results

Lindpere 50

Tippe-league round 7 Norwegian

5

Diouf 60, Hoseth 63

Sorensen 59

Johansen 66, 89

Fevang 41, Hulsker 74,
Bolanos 90

The scoreboard showed 1-2 for the guests
in a display of soccer fireworks between
Vålerenga and Start at Ullevål in Oslo, when
Start striker Bolaños fired off nine minutes
from time and hit the bar. The ball deflected
down and hit over the goal line and bounced
out. The referee and the linesman never saw
the ball inside and denied the goal. Instead
of a two goal advantage, Vålerenga restored
the parity when Kristofer Hæstad in the box,
headed home a Dos Santos cross from the
left. Bolaños got his revenge one minute into
the stoppage time, and scored the decisive
goal when he headed home a rebound. Start,
during Coach Knut Tørum’s leadership, has
been impressing so far in the season and
climbed with the victory up to the third on
the table.
Molde fights down Ålesund with a 2-0
victory in the local Møre and Romsdal clash
at Colorline Stadium. Mame Diouf scored
the opener after 60 minutes. The substitute
Magne Hoseth’s thunderbolt from 15 meters

in the upper corner silenced the Ålesund
supporters three minutes later.
Ålesund coach Kjetil Rekdal had no
excuses after the game and said, ”Molde is
the best team we have run across so far in the
season and they won a deserving victory.”
Rosenborg defended the top spot with a 1-0
victory against Fredrikstad at Lerkendal in
Trondheim. The Swede Rade Prica scored
the only goal. Rosenborg is facing their hated
rival Molde the day before the May 17 on a
guaranteed packed Lerkendal in Trondheim.
Lillestrøm defender Vidar Riseth saw
red on a challenge with Erik Huseklepp and
was sent off when Lillestrøm was defeated
3-1 in Bergen. A frustrated Riseth disagreed
with the referee’s decision and claimed he
had not committed any fouls. The man of the
match, Brann striker Huseklepp ravaged with
the Lillestrøm defenders and was setting up
David Nilsen for the first goal and scored the
second for Brann only six minutes after the
brake. Petter Vågan Moen spiked Lillestrøm
to the bottom spot of the chart with his 3-1
goal.

Norway’s Olympic silver medalist
Kjersti Plätzer won the 20 km walking race
which celebrated the 30th anniversary of the
women’s walking race at the Coppa Città
di Sesto San Giovanni. Plätzer scored her
third win in Sesto, adding it to her previous
victories in 2002 and 2008. It was the eighth
time the Norwegian went to the podium in
this race. She backed up her lead in the IAAF
Walking Challenge with her third win, which
followed Chihuahua and Rio Major.
Plätzer was delighted with her second
win in a row in Sesto. “I was tired, but I tried
to remain focused on my technique,” said
Plätzer, who will retire at the end of this year.
“Sesto is a special race for me. It celebrates
the 30th anniversary of women’s walking
race and this is my 30th anniversary as a
race walker. I started walking at the age of
eight in 1980. My international career started
with the European Junior Championships
in Cottbus in Germany. My first European
Championships as a senior were in Stuttgart
in 1986 and I made my debut at the World
Championships in 1993 in Stuttgart. I will
end my career in Germany at the World
Championships in Berlin. It’s time to end my
career. I have a job at Adecco and I have two
children.”

Gratulerer Med
17. mai!

StatoilHydro is an integrated technology-based international energy
company primarily focused on upstream oil and gas operations.
Headquartered in Norway, StatoilHydro has more than 30 years of
experience from the Norwegian continental shelf, pioneering complex
offshore projects under the toughest conditions. Our culture is founded
on strong values and a high ethical standard. We aim to deliver long-term
growth and continue to develop technologies and manage projects that
will meet the world’s energy and climate challenges in a sustainable way.
StatoilHydro has high ambitions for its international growth and is already
present in 40 countries around the world. The company has had a presence
in North America for more than 20 years, and has 5 offices in North America.
StatoilHydro is listed on NYSE and Oslo Stock Exchange.

Stamford, Connecticut:

Houston, Texas:

Calgary, Alberta:

St. John’s, Newfoundland:

Mexico City:

1055 Washington Boulevard
7th Floor
Stamford CT 06901
USA

2103 CityWest Blvd.
Suite 800
Houston, TX 77042
USA

635 8th Avenue SW
Suite 900
Calgary, AB T2P 3M3
Canada

235 Water Street
Suite 600 Scotia Centre
St. John’s, NL A1C 1B6
Canada

Blv Manuel Avila Camacho 24
18th Floor
Lomas de Chapultepec CP 11000
Mexico

TEL: 203 978 6900
FAX: 203 978 6952

TEL: 713-918-8200
FAX: 713-918-8290

TEL: 403-234-0123
FAX: 403-234-0103

TEL: 709-726-9091
FAX: 709-726-9053

TEL: +52 55 55 40 62 73
FAX: +52 55 55 20 70 76

www.statoilhydro.com
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Op-Ed

Letters to the
Editor:

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:
Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief j.moe@norway.com

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Dear Editor,
For more than 60 years, Norwegians
and Norwegian Americans have wrestled
with this question: What to make of Knut
Hamsun?
On May 4, Unni Langaas, a professor
of Norwegian literature at the University of
Agder in Kristiansand, Norway, gave a lecture on with the meaning of Hamsun at the
University of Minnesota.
Hamsun came to the United States from

Photo: wikimedia

Knut Hamsun as a street-car driver in
Chicago in 1884.

Northern Norway for a brief time in his youth,
spending about four years in the country. He
heard Mark Twain lecture, met the humorist and admired his style. But a professor of
Scandinavian literature saw little potential
in the young Norwegian as a writer and recommended he try manual labor. He worked
as a North Dakota farmhand, a store clerk
in Wisconsin, a lumberyard worker in Minnesota, and a street-car driver in Chicago.
Hamsun later won the 1920 Nobel Prize in
Literature, and is widely regarded as one of

the giants of modern letters. “Never has the
Nobel Prize been awarded to one worthier
of it,” the German author Thomas Mann
wrote.
But his experiences in America left
him with contempt for American materialism, morality and culture. When German
troops occupied Norway in 1940, Hamsun
welcomed them. He made a gift of his Nobel Prize to Joseph Goebbels, the German
propaganda minister. He flew to Germany
to meet Hitler and, on Hitler’s death, wrote
a front-page obituary in a collaborationist
newspaper.
After the war, defenders argued that
Hamsun’s stature and intervention with the
Nazis saved Norwegian lives and helped
get people out of prisons. He was to be
prosecuted for treason, but the proceedings
were complicated by questions of the aged
author’s mental and physical health; he was
deaf and had suffered a stroke. In the end,
he was fined heavily and largely rebuked or
shunned by the Norwegian people.
But time passes. “Hunger” and “Growth
of the Soil” and the other Hamsun novels are
selling again. Earlier this year, to mark the
150th anniversary of his birth, Norway organized a grand exhibition including original
manuscripts and pieces of “the other Hamsun,” such as the Hitler obituary.
Queen Sonja attended, telling reporters
as she left, “I think we’ll have to keep two
thoughts in our head at the same time.”
“We can’t help loving him,” a Hamsun
biographer told the New York Times after
viewing the exhibition, “though we have
hated him all these years.”
Gunnar Sønsteby, the World War II Norwegian resistance hero, campaigned in 2001
against a proposal to name an Oslo street after Hamsun. But Sønsteby said he can accept
the commemoration, the Times reported, “as
long as his literary talent and his dark side
receive equal focus.”
Sincerely,
Chuck Haga
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Greeting from the Ambassador
to readers of the
Norwegian American Weekly
on Norway’s Constitution Day

Dear friends,
I wish to extend my warmest greetings to the readership of Norwegian American
Weekly on the festive occasion of Norway’s Constitution Day, May 17.
As Norway’s Ambassador to the United States, there is no day as marvelous as
the celebration of our Constitution. On this day, as we honor the backbone of our
modern democracy, I like to take the chance to reflect upon the strong bonds between
our two nations, both culturally, politically, in business and in maintaining free and
democratic societies.
Naturally, the large number of Norwegian Americans, and the well organized
and dedicated Norwegian American communities, are of vital importance in order
to maintain cooperation, foster innovation and develop collaboration in new areas
of mutual interest to our two countries. In fact, counting more than 5 million, there
are more people of Norwegian decent in the United States than there are Norwegians
living in Norway!
Historically, the United States was the land of opportunity to the 800,000
emigrants leaving Norway in search of a fresh start and a better life. But the spirit of
the American Founding Fathers also found its way to the earliest stages of Norwegian
independence and governance. On this very day we should all acknowledge how the
radical beliefs of freedom, independence and civil rights that had triumphed in the
American War of Independence influenced the writing of the Norwegian Constitution
in 1814.
As the main author of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson created
what is known as “one of the best known sentences in the English language,” and I
can think of no words that better describe the spirit of the Norwegian Constitution and
celebration on May 17:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
Ha en riktig god 17. mai! Happy May 17!
Wegger Chr. Strømmen
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N o r we gi a n A me r i c a n
W E E K L Y

WEST COAST
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Scandinavian & Cruise Specialists
Let us take care of all your travel needs!

What did you pay for that?

$2.59

$2.39

USD

is the median price for
a pack of hamburger buns
in Norway.

is the median price for
a pack of hamburger buns
in the U.S.

Our friendly & knowledgeable
Scandinavian staff has a combined 60+
years experience in the travel industry!

Ce r t if ie d Pu b lic Acco u n t a nt

(206)789-5433
3824 18th A ve
Seattl e, WA 98119

SAM & ELLIE

Specials to Scandinavia
Europe & the Caribbean

Call us for details!

www.travelbyscott.com
info@travelbyscott.com
(818) 884-4047 • (800) 747-9093

LEW I S O. TI TLAND

Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our daily specials and regularly updated
information will help you make wise travel
decisions in a constantly changing world!

Verrazano Travel & Leisure
(718) 979-6641
inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Small businesses
Individuals
Specialized Assistance

By Ray Helle
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Roots and Connections
ANSWER KEY FOR MAY 1
NORRØNSK TRO

Nett-Nøtt
1.

3.

2.

8.

7.

4.

6.

8.

av Jan-Tore Stien
5.

9.

10.
12.

11.

Tillie Ellis
Esther Bjornsen
Mrs Ole Nelson
Erik A Tou
Hilda Helmerson
Margaret Landsem
Linda Tengesdal
Gabriel K Ness
Sanford Bergo
Margaret Berg
Kristin Jordheim
Bertin Hansen
Olaf Tollefsen
Johannes Johnson
Marie Halbrendt
Art Amundson
Margot Kjerstad
Roald G Lund
Kathleen H Knudsen
Joyce Ganung
Art Amundson

Thomas C Rynning
Edwin Helgeson
Owen Bratvold
Ernest E Templin
Erik Sverre Vatne

Bill Fosmoe
Jack Weeck
Klara Faugstad
Orville Boe

8. mai

9. mai

10. mai

11. mai

12. mai

13. mai

Bartlett IL
Fordville ND
Bellwood IL
Seattle WA
Denver CO
Minneapolis MN
Arnegard ND
Kenmore ND
Elmwood Park IL
Clermont IA
Mosjøen Norway
Seattle WA
Seattle WA
Eugene OR
Clermont IA
Seattle WA
Anoka MN
Coeur d’Alene ID
Seattle WA

Seattle WA
San Francisco CA
Ytre Arna Norway
Willmar MN

Happy
Syttende
Mai!

14.
12.
15.

19.

Seattle WA
Chippewa Falls WI

Mendota Heights MN
14. mai

13.

Milan MN
Plentywood MT
Pipestone MN
Princeton MN

7.

6.

16.

17.

18.

13.

21.

20.
43.

15.

22.
24.

23.
26.

25.

May 17 - This Day in History

1940
The Second World War: Germany occupies the
Belgian capital Brussels.
1875
In America, the first Kentucky Derby is staged at
Churchill Downs, Kentucky and won by a horse
named Aristides.
1814
Norway adopts a new constitution and declares its
independence from its Scandinavian neighbors,
Sweden.
1973
In America, a Senate committee begins its
televised investigation into the Watergate
scandal.
1978
The coffin of actor Charlie Chaplin is found 10
miles from the Swiss cemetery where he had
been buried, after being stolen on March 2.

From the
Royal Norwegian
Consulate
of Seattle
Kim Nesselquist
Consul of Norway

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A
Seattle, WA 98115
(206) 284-2323
k.nesselquist@norway.com

Gratulerer
med Dagen!
Join us afTer The ParaDe on May 17Th!

Live Music with Band for Norway
For reservations, please call
Reidun Thompson at 1 718-748-7844

The Danish aThleTic club
735 - 65Th sTreeT, brooklyn, ny 11220
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17.

27.

28.

18.

30.

29.

21.
31.

VANNRETT:
1. Edelsten
5. Tydelig
11. Matt
12. Hete
13. Fisk
14. Gjennomført
15. Krypdyr
18. Særskilt
21. Styrte
22. Svik
25. Sending

32.

27. Pantelåner
29. Mat
30. Blomst
31. Farge
32. Farge
LODDRETT:
2. Fag
3. Egen
4. Sinn
6. Vilter
7. Håndverker

8. Bitter
9. Mislykkes
10. Sport
16. Konkurrere
17. Forsvarer
19. Forslukne
20. Lære
23. Voldsom
24. Hovedstad
26. Taus
28. Sirkel

Nordic Imports

LLC

now offering

Products

Gratulerer
med dagen!
to our Norwegian
Friends and Customers

Nordea Bank

437 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10022
Tel: (212) 318-9300 • Fax: (212) 318-9318

www.Nordea.coM

Bread mixes • Cake mixes • Berry Preserves
Healthy, preservative-free
& low in sugar

Enjoy Home Baked Oatmeal,
Whole-Grain & Sunflower Breads
By Just Adding Water

s

ke Mixe

us Ca
Delicio

Raspberry,
Strawberry,
Blueberry &
Cloudberry jams

For more information, visit our website:

www.nordicimports.com
Elisabeth@nordicimports.com • 860-693-3773
(between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. EST)

AFFordABLE sHippinG ViA Usps now AVAiLABLE !
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17th of May

Ja, vi elsker

Celebrating 150 years!

Vi Ønsker Våre Kunder

Gratulerer
Med Dagen!
DnB NOR Bank, ASA
New York Branch

DnB NOR Markets, Inc.
DnB NOR Asset Management (US), Inc.
200 Park Avenue, 31st Floor
New York, NY 10166
Tel: (212) 681-3800 - Fax: (212) 681-3900

www.DNBNOR.cOM

Offices Throughout The
Pacific Northwest
888-779-4801 • www.frontierbank.com • Member FDIC

RMC International
Inc. Authentic
Ad: BusCd2(cmyk).pdf – Size: 3.25 wide x 2 tall
The very best from Norway!

Norwegian Flags
Sweaters
(Updated:
7.08)
Wool Blankets
Pewter
Silver
Books
Puzzles
Food
Jewelry
Figurines
Ladies’ Fashions
Cheese Slicers

(941) 966-3088 • www.romdahl.com • Email: rmc@romdahl.com
P.O. Box 807 Osprey, Florida 34229 *WHOLESALE ONLY*

The Little Viking Gift Shop

Seaport Village - 817 West Harbor Dr. San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 232-7160 • www.thelittleviking.com • info@thelittleviking.com
Fine Gifts and Collectibles • Cooking supplies • Clothing • and more!
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This year, Norway’s national anthem,
“Ja, vi elsker dette landet” (Yes, we love this
country) is celebrating 150 years. The lyrics
were written by Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson, and
the melody was written by his cousin Rikard
Nordraak.
The text below is a modernized version
commonly used today, but not identical to
Bjørnson’s original.
In each verse the last two lines are sung
twice. Usually only the first and last two
verses are sung.

Arild Yttri has engraved a postage stamp to
commemorate this important anniversary. The
stamp was released on April 17.

1
Ja, vi elsker dette landet,
som det stiger frem,
furet, værbitt over vannet,
med de tusen hjem.
Elsker, elsker det og tenker
på vår far og mor
og den saganatt som senker
drømmer på vår jord.
og den saganatt som senker
senker drømmer på vår jord.

1
Yes, we love this country
as it rises forth,
rugged, weathered, above the sea,
with the thousands of homes.
Loving, loving it and thinking
about our father and mother
and the saga night that sends
dreams to our earth.
and the saga night that sends
dreams to our earth.

2
Dette landet Harald berget
med sin kjemperad,
dette landet Håkon verget
medens Øyvind kvad;
Olav på det landet malte
korset med sitt blod,
fra dets høye Sverre talte
Roma midt imot.

2
This country Harald united
with his army of heroes,
this country Håkon protected
whilst Øyvind sung;
upon the country Olav painted
with his blood the cross,
from its heights Sverre spoke
up against Rome.

3
Bønder sine økser brynte
hvor en hær dro frem,
Tordenskiold langs kysten lynte,
så det lystes hjem.
Kvinner selv stod opp og strede
som de vare menn;
andre kunne bare grede
men det kom igjen!

3
Farmers their axes sharpened
wherever an army advanced,
Tordenskiold along the coastline thundered
so that we could see it back home.
Even women stood up and fought
as if they were men;
others could only cry
but that soon would end!

4
Visstnok var vi ikke mange,
men vi strakk dog til,
da vi prøvdes noen gange,
og det stod på spill;
ti vi heller landet brente
enn det kom til fall;
husker bare hva som hendte
ned på Fredrikshald!

4
Sure, we were not many
but we were enough,
when we were tested sometimes,
and it was at stake;
we would rather burn our land
than to declare defeat;
just remember what happened
down at Fredrikshald!

5
Hårde tider har vi døyet,
ble til sist forstøtt;
men i verste nød blåøyet
frihet ble oss født.
Det gav faderkraft å bære
hungersnød og krig,
det gav døden selv sin ære og det gav forlik.

5
Hard times we have coped with,
were at last disowned;
but in the worst distress, blue-eyed
freedom was to us born.
It gave (us) father’s strength to carry
famine and war,
it gave death itself its honour and it gave reconciliation.

6
Fienden sitt våpen kastet,
opp visiret for,
vi med undren mot ham hastet,
ti han var vår bror.
Drevne frem på stand av skammen
gikk vi søderpå;
nu vi står tre brødre sammen,
og skal sådan stå!

6
The enemy threw away his weapon,
up the visor went,
we, in wonder, to him hastened,
because he was our brother.
Driven forth to a stand by shame
we went to the south;
now we three brothers stand united,
and shall stand like that!

7
Norske mann i hus og hytte,
takk din store Gud!
Landet ville han beskytte,
skjønt det mørkt så ut.
Alt hva fedrene har kjempet,
mødrene har grett,
har den Herre stille lempet
så vi vant vår rett.

7
Norseman in house and cabin,
thank your great God!
The country he wanted to protect,
although things looked dark.
All the fights fathers have fought,
and the mothers have wept,
the Lord has quietly moved
so we won our rights.

8
Ja, vi elsker dette landet,
som det stiger frem,
furet, værbitt over vannet,
med de tusen hjem.
Og som fedres kamp har hevet
det av nød til seir,
også vi, når det blir krevet,
for dets fred slår leir.

8
Yes, we love this country
as it rises forth,
rugged, weathered, above the sea,
with those thousand homes.
And as the fathers’ struggle has raised
it from need to victory,
even we, when it is demanded,
for its peace will encamp (for defence).

Gratulerer Med Dagen!

A Grand Opening Invitation
Fe s t i v i t i e s , Fo o d , M u s i c & F u n

on Grunnlovsdagen (Norway’s Constitution Day)

syttende Mai - sunday May 17, 2009

James Lenzi Chef/Proprietor
to Haakon Gresdal Proprietor

Our Choice Norwegian offerings for a 7 Course Menu feature:
Lamme Legger (Leg of Lamb), Kjøttkaker (Meatballs), Ovnstekt-Laks (Norwegian Salmon Filet),
Fiske Pudding (Fish Mouse w/ Baby Shrimp), Mormors Spesialitet (Ragout w/Fish Balls),
Ertesuppe m/Flesk (Yellow Pea Soup), Sursild (Herring) & Agurksalat (Cucumber Dill Salad)

Accompaniments (2) for 1 main courses include:

Kålrotstappe (rutabaga), Surkål (sweet-sour cabbage) and Kokte Poteter (Steamed Potatos)
Desserts: Søt Drøm (Sweet Dreams) include: Riskrem Fruktsaus (Rice Cream w/Fruit Sauce)
Norske Vafler (Norwegian Waffles w/Lingonberries) & Julekake (Cardamom Bread)
Beverages: Ringnes Beer, Solo (Orange Soda) and Glass of Boutique Wine (Red/White)

All this, A delicious 7 Course Menu Specially priced at ONLY $23.50
On Grand Opening Day!

Sunday May 17, 2009 (a la carte menu also available)

For reservations please call 1- 212-300-4166
1187 Amsterdam Avenue (Betw.118 & 119 St.)
New York, NY 10027 • www.haakonshallnyc.com
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Taste of Norway

The tradition of pølser

Free Checking.
Free Gift.
Free Smiles.
$25 Grocery Gift Card

Receive a
when you open any personal checking account!*

3.00%

Photo courtesy of Gilde

APY** on the first $1,000 you
Plus, earn
save with our new Summer Saver Account!

Ballard Branch 2237 NW 57th Street (206) 784-2200

The Norwegian pølse, or hot dog, is an important part of celebrating Norwegian Constitution Day.

www.vikingbank.com

Deposit funds used to qualify for gift and Summer Saver APY must be new to Viking and not a transfer from another Viking account. $100
minimum to open. Offers end 9/30/09. *Offer applies to all personal checking accounts. Penalty for early account closure. Gift given at
account opening. **Annual Percentage Yield current as of 4/15/09 and subject to change without notice. $200 minimum daily balance to
avoid $4 monthly fee. Offer applies to consumer customers and valid only with active consumer checking account. One account per tax ID.
Balances $1,000.01 and above earn current savings posted rate. After 9/30/09 full balance of account earns interest at the current savings
posted rate. Fees may reduce earings. MEMBER FDIC.

HIPP HIPP HURRA
for SYTTENDE MAI!

We have flags of many different sizes, ribbons, and
other Norwegian novelties!
Come by for Pølse og Lompe (Hotdog with lefse) or
a shrimp sandwhich before the parade!
www.scanspecialties.com
6719 15th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: 206-784-7020 or toll free at 1-877-784-7020
We ship via UPS. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Call for product list.

Ulf-Arvid Mejlænder
Nyhetsbyrå Newswire
May 17 is a hot dog festival in Norway,
and more than 16 million pølser (hot dogs)
are eaten on the National Constitution Day.
16 million hot dogs equals 800 tons, which is
more than ten times more than a typical day
in Norway.
“The favorite way to eat a hot dog is to
grill it. We eat ten million grilled hot dogs
on May 17, and six million wienerpølser,”
said production chief Agneta Lindén Moen
of Gilde, one of Norway’s leading hot dog
producers.
The taste is different around the country.
The strongest affinity for wienerpølser is in
Eastern Norway, wrapped in lompe (similar

to a small, round piece of lefse). In other regions of the country, people prefer hot dog
buns.
“In Trøndelag, many people boil the
hot dogs instead of baking or grilling. There
are many local variations of the Norwegian
pølse tradition,” said Moen.
Sales for other types of hot dogs, including spicy and garlic, increase around May
17, but they are far behind grilling hot dogs
and wienerpølser in popularity.
“We eat about the same amount of hot
dogs every year. The changes can be attributed to changes in the weather. If it’s warm
and sunny, we eat more ice cream, and the
sales for hot dogs will decrease a bit. If it’s
chilly on May 17, people will eat more hot
dogs,” said Moen.

—Translated by Christy Olsen Field

High value Collectibles
From Norway

Liberty Stone
We are looking for

distributors
in in
theUSA
U.S.
distributors
Do you know the history behind the copper?
The Lady Liberty’s beautiful skin is made of copper
from the mine at Karmøy in Norway.
We proudly presents the Liberty stone,
a commemorative collectible from the origins of
the Statue Of Liberty.
We are now looking for distributors.

2009

See more at www.highvaluecollectibles.com

Distributor USA:
High value Collectibles Inc.
19 Anthony Lane
Marvern, PA 19355
post@highvaluecollectibles.com
+47 3319 2450
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Arts & Entertainment

15 things to do in Oslo on May 17

Jochum Lunds Plass 6, 4550 Farsund, Norway
Tel: +47 38 38 95 00 • Fax: +47 38 38 95 01
post@rederiethotell.no • www.rederiethotell.no

5 free places to be
on May 17

Experience Southern Norway at its Best!

• Folk dancing 9:15-10 a.m. from
Egertorget towards the palace

Visit Farsund with white beautiful wooden houses, Swiss cottages
and art noveau brick houses. Rated best guest harbor in Norway!

• In front of the Royal palace, looking up
at the Royal family

• Fantastic location overlooking Farsund’s
inner harbor and the town’s historic centre
• 12 comfortable rooms including suites
and family rooms with magnificent view
• Restaurant, bar and conference rooms

• At Aker brygge to get some air
Singing students at Universitetet, 2 p.m.
(see program)
• Live music and anti-racism party at
Kuba

5 places you pay to
visit on May 17
• Grønland market (actually it’s free, but
you might end up buying something ...)
• Have a glass of champagne (or Cava) at
Champagneria
• Enjoy a beer and the view from the 11th
floor at Stratos
• Blå (DJ—disco & house) Cover: NOK
100 after 11 p.m.
• Herr Nilsen (jazz) Cover: NOK 100

Once a home to a Shipping company, Rederiet Hotel tells its own story
from important time periods; the days of sail and motorized ships.
Photo: Nancy Bundt/Innovation Norway

Seize the opportunity to discover one of the world’s most beautiful
coastlines from the deck on the historic S/S Adella: www.adella.no

5 places for kids
•Øvrevoll horse track at 4 p.m. (horseback
riding etc. for kids) - T-bane Linje 2 to
Eiksmarka
• Carousels at Aker brygge
• Ice cream at Spikersuppa

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

• Folk museum
• Graduate parade (Russetoget), starts at
Oslo Handelsgymnasium

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

Dutch Harbor, AK

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

SCANDINAVIA

• Heritage Tours and Theme Tours
• Customized Group Tours
• General Interest Tours
• Independent Travel

1-800-437-5302

www.brekketours.com

Request a brochure today!

NORDIC CULTURE CLUBS

Det Norske Veritas
Ønsker Alle

Gratulerer med Dagen!

June 26-28, 2009

Hjemkomst Center • Fargo ND–Moorhead MN

One International Boulevard Suite 1200
Crossroads Corporate Center
Mahwah, New Jersey 07495
201-512-8900 • www.dnv.com

Funded in part by
Photo: Koistinen Kantele OY

Det Norske Veritas

Rockin’ Fun for All!
Nordic Entertainment
Taste of Scandinavia
Nordic Arts
& Marketplace
Traditions Passport
Discovery Tour
Outdoor Adventures
Everyone Welcome!

The McKnight Foundation
ArtsLab
Minnesota State Arts Board
Lake Region Arts Council
The Arts Partnership

Nordic Culture Clubs • 218-299-5452

FMSHF@ci.moorhead.mn.us • ScandinavianHjemkomstFestival.org
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17th of May

Memories of My Childhood in Nordland
The old country of mine—Far away high up north
With its lightening shore where the mountains meet fjords
Where I love to be a guest—
Where my heart is at rest
With the finest and softest cords
I remember, I remember
This old land stands so clear in my mind
And the mountain that rise—has been crowned by the snow
And in leaf-cleading new—it reflects in the fjord
Calmly rests in its site—
while its chest glowing bright
In the light of the fair, sunfilled night
I remember, I remember
These high peaks stand so clear in my mind
And my home’s dear to me, as the best place on earth
This deep spell-binding fjord is so close to my heart
Mountains painted by light
In the glittering night
Playing softly around in my mind
I remember, I remember
My old home stands so clear in my mind
And I long very often—my country to see
You are pulling me gently—when I’m far from thee
When the spring is awaking
my longing grows deep
So I almost, I almost could weep
I remember, I remember
This old land stands so clear in my mind
Translated by Pus Nybø, Oslo

Photos courtesy of Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum, Wikimedia, and the Norwegian American
Weekly Archive.
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North by Northeast
Vikenhjem, Syttende Mai and other
miscellaneous ethnocentricities...

Rangeley, Maine

A loud blast from a bank of French horns
and trumpets interrupted my daydreaming
and jarred me back to the reality of sitting
in the cavernous, yet filled-to-capacity,
Concordia College fieldhouse, midway in a
row filled with classmates whose last names
also started with W. I really should have been
in a row of those whose name started with V.
I will get to that a bit later. I will also get to
the reasons why this month, in this year, is so
significant to a few million very nice people.
I consider it my obligation to pass along a
few thoughts for those of you who seem not
to have tuned into the most significant date
in May, after Memorial Day of course. I
am talking about May 17. Drawing a blank
regarding the significance of that date? Alas,
you are not alone, however you are about to
be enlightened.
The reason for the exceptionally regal
call to order by the college orchestra was
that King Olav V, the reigning King of
Norway, was about to enter and deliver the
commencement address to the Concordia
College class of 1968.
How could this be? The King of
Norway addressing a commencement crowd
in Northwestern Minnesota, on the edge
of the expansive and rolling prairie that
extended all the way to the western Montana
mountains. There certainly was not a fjord
to be found in this part of the world.
The reason is an incredibly strong bond
between Norway and the northern reaches
of America stretching from Wisconsin and
Minnesota, westward across the northern
plains and mountains to Washington State—
and a particularly strong bond between
Norway and Concordia College, a beautiful
Norwegian Lutheran liberal arts college in
Moorhead, Minn. Concordia was founded
in the late 1800s by immigrant Norwegians
who had left hard times in their homeland to
follow the call of adventure, and a better life,
in the untamed American lands being opened
up to settlement by the growing railroad
lines heading northwest from Chicago to
the Pacific Northwest….The Great Northern
Railway, and The Northern Pacific Railway.
I was, of course, impressed that we had
the actual King of Norway at our graduation.
I was particularly impressed by this king,
King Olav V, in that he truly embodied
the adventurous spirit of the Norwegian
people. He was much beloved by his fellow
countrymen as an avid outdoorsman,including
being a very competitive ski jumper in his

Augustus F. shermAn:

ellis islAnd PortrAits 1905-1920
May 11 through July 5, 2009
Opening reception May 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Organized by the Aperture Foundation.
Sponsored in part by the Eric and Joan Norgaard
Charitable Trust. Special funding for family activities
from the Alliant Energy Foundation.
Check vesterheim.org for a schedule of cultural activities.

523 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa • 563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org

Photo courtesy of Concordia College, Moorhead, Minn.

It was a special year in 1968, when King Olav V arrived on campus with Crown Princess Märtha to
speak at commencement.

Allen Wicken
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day. It is certainly worth noting that he won
an Olympic gold medal in sailing for his
sea-faring nation in 1971. My enthusiasm
for King Olav, and all things Norwegian (to
which many of my friends and acquaintances
can attest) is typical of descendents of
those immigrants from places like Oslo,
Trondheim, the shores of the Songnefjord,
and the wooded hills of Norway’s Østerdalen
Valley.
My ancestors emigrated from that river
valley located between two low mountain
ranges in eastern Norway near the Swedish
border. I was particularly impressed, while
exploring Norway seven years ago, that
the topography and vegetation of the upper
valley was strikingly similar to our Rangeley
area mountains. I have often thought that if
there had been a more compelling reason for
all those Norwegians landing at Ellis Island
to turn right and head Northeast instead of
following the railroads to the Northwest,
that they would have felt right at home in the
snowy mountains of Maine and certainly the
hardy coastal Norwegian fishermen would
have had no problem making a living going
out to sea from Maine’s rocky coastline.
Speaking of Ellis Island, I suspect
that was where the name Wicken was first
penned on paper. As was the case for
many European immigrants from nonenglish speaking countries, there was a
communication gap when conversing with
the impatient and overworked immigration
officials. Our name was originally Viken.
However, the Norwegian pronunciation of
a “V” probably sounded a lot like a “W” to
those Ellis Island folks, hence Wiken, and
later Wicken, became the family name.
Vik and Viken both refer to “a bay or
cove” in Norway. I thought it appropriate,
during the building of our cabin near a cove
on Gull Pond in the late 1980s, to name it
“Vikenhjem,” which means “Wicken Home.”
You will see this strange, hard-to-pronounce
name on the hand-carved sign at the top of
our road. You will also see the Norwegian
flag flying below the American flag as you
pass the flag pole a hundred yards further
down the drive. Friends, a very tolerant wife,
and two fine, and equally tolerant sons, have
coped with my ethnocentricities for years.
I am forever thankful for their collective
understanding, although I am sure they all
know they have little choice in the matter.
Oh, yes, you are of course anxiously
waiting to learn the significance of the 17th
of May (Syttende Mai in Norwegian): It is
Norway’s equivalent to the American 4th of
July: the establishment of modern Norway’s
independence as a nation in 1905.

Hipp Hurra for
Syttende Mai

SonS of norway Cultural & reCreational Center - Sherman, Pa

cozy lodgings - delicious family-style meals
viking ship lounge - conference room
Lodge Events - Business Meetings - Family Reunions - Weddings
Reservations required

http://lov.3dsofn.org • 570-461-3500

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

G ra t u le rer M e d Da ge n

from the Residents and Staff of the
Norwegian Christian Home and Health Center

Since 1903 the Norwegian Christian Home and Health Center
has served older adults with compassionate care and
comprehensive health services. Today our facilities offer:
•
135 Long-term skilled nursing beds
•
Short-term rehabilitation
•
Transitional and respite care
•
88-bed Medicaid-funded assisted living
•
Outpatient rehabilitation
•
28 Independent living luxury apartments
•
Building on the strength of our past,
we continue to evolve and expand to meet
the changing health care needs of seniors, families
and the community, now, and long into the future.

Norwegian Christian Home and Health Center
1250 – 67th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
1-718-232-2322
www.nchhc.org
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Norway
Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please.

Our Funeral HOme's reputatiOn is Based On
Family service, nOt a stOck market index!

N O R T H A M E R I C A’

S LARG
E

ST SCAN
DINA

VIAN FESTIV

AL

Large corporations have worked their way into the funeral industry and taken the
intimacy and integrity out of funeral service by making it “a profit driven” business.
At Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, we have earned our reputation in the community
by providing quality, caring service for over 150 years. Our pledge to you and your
family is to keep our locally owned status and continue the highest
quality service possible. We have all your best interests at heart.

Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, Inc
5310 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11220

Tel: (718) 435-2276 • Fax: (718) 435-5137
We are the only Scandinavian Funeral Home left in the Tri-State Area

World Cla
Entertainment 2009
Sept.29*,30,Oct.1-3

*concert only

PLUS! Shop in our international market-

place, marvel at talented Nordic artisans,
savor delicious culinary creations by Scandinavian chefs...and dance the night away!

Norsk Høstfest, Box 1347, Minot ND 58702•701-852-2368•hostfest.com

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

1. 800. 870. 768 8

Scandinavian owned & operated

Prices from

NOK 2492 (~$366)/1 week
NOK 4634 (~$681)/2 weeks
* rates include unlimited km's, liability insurance, & VAT tax

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com • www.VikingCarClub.com

Scandinavian American Music for all Occasions

Ellen Lindstrom
& Company

Please call:
(718) 680-8361 or
(917) 968-2926

SEALIFT Inc.
68 West Main Street, Oyster Bay, New York 11771
Tel: (516) 922-1000 – Fax: (516) 922-6526
www.sealiftinc.com – info@sealiftinc.com

Gratulerer med Dagen!
Fredd Hoff Isaksen & Ragnar Meyer-Knutsen

Independent ~ U.S. Flag Liner Service ~ Ship Owners
Ship Operators & Project Managers
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Norway’s National …
(…continued from page 1)

forced Denmark to cede its colony in the
North to Sweden, whose king and been
promised Norway as a reward for fighting
against Napoleon.
Norwegians generally didn’t believe that
a country could be rightfully given away like
that, and called a constitutional assembly in
the spring of 1814, when Swedish soldiers had
not yet returned home from the Continent.
One hundred and twelve men came
together at Eidsvoll, some 40 miles north
of Oslo, where they decided to declare
Norway’s independence and started drafting
a constitution for the young nation. A third
of these men were under 30 years old.
The Assembly adopted a liberal,
democratic Constitution, and established
a national parliament, the Storting. The
document they had drafted was a liberal
one, some would even say revolutionary. It
laid the ground from a society with no room
for aristocracy, and no room for the strong
political influence enjoyed by the church
for centuries. Elected representatives not
a powerful and often autocratic monarch
were to govern the country. The Norwegian
Constitution was written and adapted on
May 17, 1814, in large measure based on the
American Constitution.
After being a part of the Danish autocracy
for 400 years, these Norwegians had finally
found independence.
But the independence did not last very
long. The Swedish soldiers returned, only to
be marched towards the Norwegian border.
Some small assaults were sufficient for the
Swedish king to make his point: He had
the backing of the great powers of Europe
and was serious about taking over the
government of Norway. However—to the
surprise of most—he agreed to maintain a
high degree of Norwegian autonomy. Most
of the Constitution, including the Norwegian
parliament, was therefore upheld and the
groundwork for independence was in place.
In 1905—lead by Prime Minister

Norwegian Heritage
Christian Michelsen from Bergen, the
country felt the time for independence was
right. The country was prepared, also to
defend itself with a military that had been
built up to almost match the Swedish forces.
Fully knowing that the Swedish King would
veto it, the Norwegian Parliament passed
a bill to establish its own diplomatic and
consular corps. The King vetoed the bill
– and the technicalities of the Constitution
gave the Parliament the power to declare
independence.
On the June 7, 1905, Norway declared
independence from Sweden and became a
nation on its own. Peaceful negotiations with
Sweden were finalized in November 1905.
A unique celebration of National Day
On May 17, Norway is full of colorful
processions of children with their banners,
flags and bands—not military parades—that
play the main role. It is the spring celebration,
from the lowliest backwater to the capital city
of Oslo, where the Royal Family waves to the
passing procession from the palace balcony.
The capital of Oslo has the largest parade,
with 100,000 spectators and participants.
Men, women, and children wear traditional
outfits. The children shout “Hurra,” singing,
blowing whistles, and shaking rattles.
Some people may feel intimidated
by these excessive displays of patriotic
fervor, but most are surprised by the general
benevolence and enthusiasm displayed by
Norwegians on this day. There is little of the
xenophobic or nationalistic (in the negative
sense) behaviors about this celebration.
Rather, it is a celebration of the relatively
recent political independence and autonomy
of the country. Either way, this is a massive
nationwide spectacle, and one definitely not
to be missed.
If someone says, “Happy Syttende
Mai,” to you, assume they have some Viking
blood. Syttende Mai literally translates to
May 17 and refers to that day in 1814 and is
celebrated all over the world by millions of
joyous Norwegians on their happiest day of
the year.
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HARAM-CHRISTENSEN CORPORATION

Importers of Fine Foods & European Specialties since 1919
125 Asia Place, Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072
Tel: (201) 507-8544 • Fax: (201) 507-0507
www.haramchris.com

Gratulerer Med Dagen!
Mills Mayonnaise & Cod Roe Spread
Firda Salmon & Makrell in oil • Idun Mustards
Husmor Fiskeboller & Fiskekaker • Lutefisk
Sunnmøre Pressed Cod Roe • Makrell i tomat
King Oscar Gaffelbiter Sardines • Cod Liver pcs
Freia sjokolade • Nidar sjokolade • Dent
Gjetost • Jarlsberg • Ridderost
Kavli Cheese & Cod Roe Spreads • Viking Lefse
Stabburet Surkål og Rødkål • Korni • Ideal
Solo Orange Soda • Farris Mineral Water
Toro Soups • Nugatti • Cod Liver Oil in Bottles
Cheese slicers • Norwegian Cooking Books
Persil Vaskepulver and other Scandinavian products

Please call for store location near you!

Happy 17th of May!

1905: Prologue to …
(…continued from page 1)

had pursued for decades prior to the election
of Bernadotte as heir to the Swedish throne.
Norwegians objected to the transfer and,
under the leadership of Christian Fredrik,
Denmark’s Crown Prince, declared their
independence. To demonstrate their sincerity
and emphasize their separation from
Denmark, a constitution was subsequently
written and signed on May 17, 1814. Norway
was, however, unsuccessful in its attempts to
persuade the allies, particularly Britain, to
support her action.
During the first two weeks of August,
a brief war was fought, but Swedish
superiority in forces and in arms, convinced
the Norwegians that their cause was
hopeless. In signing the Convention of Moss
on August 14, 1814 ending hostilities, the
Norwegians acknowledged their defeat,
but retained their constitution and made no
mention of the Treaty of Kiel. On November
4, 1814, a special Storting agreed to a revised
constitution and elected or acknowledged
Carl XIII of Sweden to be king of Norway.
The official character of the Union was
subsequently established on August 6, 1815
with the promulgation of the Act of Union
(Riksakten); each country maintained a
separate constitution and the Union was, in
reality, a personal union under one king with

royal control over foreign affairs. Norway
remained a separate country with control
over its internal affairs.
While in reality, Norway was forced
into the Union with Sweden, a great amount
of independent national authority was
retained.  While cooperating in several areas,
Swedes always felt they had legitimately
conquered Norway while Norwegians grew
increasingly obstreperous as the 19th century
progressed. Finding each other often at odds
over the precise nature of the Union, crises
arose and were resolved, but the seeds of
conflict were never uprooted and continued
to germinate in the years leading up to 1905.
The first decades of the Union, according
to Norwegian historian Magnus Jensen,
revealed numerous hints of dissatisfaction
by Norwegians.  Among the first actions of
Norway’s Storting was a bill to eliminate
titles of nobility. The bill was passed in
1815 and again in 1818. Each time, the King
vetoed it. When it was passed a third time
in 1821, King Carl XIV Johan allowed it to
become law. Although it affected almost no
one in Norway, the new law was in reality a
cannon shot across the bow of Sweden’s ship
of state signifying Norway’s insistence that
she was more egalitarian and democratic that
her class conscious Swedish neighbor.
TO BE CONTINUED...

Nordic Delicacies, Inc.

Scandinavian Importers of Food, Chocolates and Gifts

HappY 17th of May!
Open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday, May 17
Fresh Waffles, Lapskaus, Kompe, Pølser
and Sandwiches will be served all day!
Outdoor seating available.

Velkommen!
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: (718) 748-1874 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com • nordicdeli@aol.com
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Alaska

Calendar of Events

Celebrate Syttende Mai!

• May 14-17: Little Norway Festival in Petersburg. This annual celebration dates back
to May 17, 1958 when two local women,
Bernadine Trones and Alma Wallen, chaired
the first Little Norway Festival in celebration
of our unique Norwegian heritage. Petersburg’s Little Norway Festival has grown over
these last 49 years to span the third weekend
of May and celebrates not only Norway’s
Constitution, but U.S. Armed Forces Day,
the coming of spring and beginning of the
fishing season. For more info see: www.petersburg.org
• May 16: 17. Mai Banquet at 5 p.m. at
Sons of Norway’s Bernt Balchen Lodge in
Anchorage. More info: www.sofnalaska.
com.
• May 17: Syttende Mai Parade at 11 a.m.
in Anchorage. For more info, call Dan Lein/
Terri Gryting at (907) 696-6199.

Arizona

• May 16, 7:30-9:30 a.m.: Join the Norse
Federation chapter for a 17th of May Breakfast in Tucson at Dove of Peace Lutheran
Church. The Leikaringen, Trollungarna,
Barneringen will perform. Admission: $8.50
for adults, free for kids 12 and under. To
RSVP, mail a check to the Norse Federation:
Dorothy Randolph, 1045 W. San Miguel Circle, Tucson, AZ 85704

California

St. to Leif Ericson Park. Rain or shine! The
theme this year will be: “Norse Mythology”
For more info: www.may17paradeny.com

North Carolina

• May 17: Syttende Mai - Constitution Day
2009! SoN Lodge 3-679 Norsk Carolina in
Charlotte, N.C. welcomes all to our annual
Constitution Day Celebration. We will have
a parade, hot dogs and ice cream, games and
contests for children of all ages. For more
info, call (704) 674-2778, email ckingnc@
carolina.rr.com, or visit www.norskcarolina.
org.

Texas

Club in Wheeling. Social hour: 6 p.m., dinner: 7 p.m. Special guest from Norway is Ola
T. Lånke, the Vice President of the Lagting.
Dancing to the Dave Kyrk Band. Admission:
$45.00 per person. For more information,
please call (847) 358-1527 or see: www.nnleague.org
• May 17, 12–1 p.m.: Norwegian Constitution Day Parade in Park Ridge. Call (847)
823-7596 for more information or visit www.
nnleague.org.

• May 17: Celebration with the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church at Crissy Field in San
Francisco from 12-3 p.m. “Nationalfest” at
6 p.m. at the Church, speech by Consul General Sten Arne Rosnes and music by Annette
Munkeby and Trond Gilberg. Cakes, coffee
and “riskrem.” Admission: $5. The Norwegian Seamen’s Church, 2454 Hyde St, San
Francisco, Phone: (415) 775-6566, email:
Sanfrancisco@sjomannskirken.no
• May 17: The Norwegian Seamen’s
Church in San Pedro (LA) celebrates 17th of
May at Nansen Field in Rolling Hills. Church
Service 11 a.m. at 1035 South Beacon Street,
San Pedro. For more info, call (310) 8326800 or email: hto@sjomannskirken.no

Iowa

Florida

Maine

• May 17: Church service and 17th of May
Party in Miami from 12 p.m. Speeches,
music, parade and lots of food. Everyone is
welcome! New location: 2950 S. Flamingo
Rd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33330. For more
info, call (305)358-2814 or email miami@
sjomannskirken.no.
• May 23: Syttende Mai Regatta in Safety
Harbor, Fla. Viking long-boat racing and
more. Races are free, lunch and dinner require reservations. $6 for lunch, $35 for dinner. For more information, call Dean Brown
at (727) 712-2261.

Illinois

• May 15, 7-8 p.m.: Concert at the Norwegian Memorial Church, 2614 N. Kedzie
Boulevard in Chicago. Music by the Minnekirken Church Choir, Grieg Ladies Singing Society, Bjørnson Male Chorus, and
Nordic Voices of Chicago. For more info,
call (773) 252-7335.
• May 16: Join the Norwegian National
League at a banquet at Chevy Chase Country

Photo: Berit Hessen

The 17th of May Parade in Bay Ridge Brooklyn.

• May 16 and 17: Syttende Mai Parade (May

17) and Celebration at Vesterheim Museum.
Free admission both days. Call (563) 3829681 for more info. Vesterheim, NorwegianAmerican Museum is located at 523 W. Water St., Decorah. www.vesterheim.org,

Louisiana

• May 17: “Syttende Mai Fest” from 11
a.m.: at The Norwegian Church in New Orleans, Mai flag hoisting and Mass followed
by a parade. Music and food! Enjoy laks,
karamellpudding and pølser. Location: 1772
Prytania Street, New Orleans. Info: (504)
525-3602 / neworleans@sjomannskirken.no
• May 16, 11 a.m. – 5p.m.: Maine Nordmenn
#3-664 celebrate Syttende Mai at Sky-Hy
Conference Center, Topsham, Maine. Enjoy
pølser, salads, desserts and festive Norwegian music by the Knoff Family Accordion
Players from Vermont, a silent auction, and
raffles. $20 for members and guests, $10 for
children. All are welcome. For more information, call Anne-Lise Moson at (207) 7412934.

Massachusetts

• May 17: Norwegian Constitution Day Syttende Mai. Join us to celebrate Norway’s
Constitution Day at the Viking Club, 410
Quincy Avenue in Braintree, Mass. on May
17, 2-6 p.m. Dinner, Dancing, Music by Nils
Lundin, and more! For tickets, call Barbara
DeCarli at (508) 586-5059. $15.00. Deadline
for tickets: May 13.

Minnesota

• May 17: Mindekirken Festival Service - no

admission fees. Concert with local Norwegian Glee Clubs 11:00 a.m.: Syttende Mai
Festival Service. Following Service: Syttende Mai Parade—bring your kids, bunads
and flags. Festival food for purchase following parade. 1:00 p.m.: Celebration of Heritage folk dance groups, hardanger fiddle
players, and Norwegian folk art demonstrations. Call (612) 874-0716 or visit: www.
mindekirken.org.
• May 19: Celebrate Syttende Mai with Sons
of Norway Lodges at the American Swedish
Institute at 6:30 p.m. Program: Fjell og Fjord
Dancers, Traditional Norwegian open-faced
sandwiches and coffee. A $5 donation is requested and appreciated. RSVP: Louise Bakken at (763) 545-4827.
• May 15-17 5:30 - 9:30 p.m: NorwegianAmerican Heritage Celebration in Spring
Grove. Don’t miss the Grand Parade at 1:30
p.m. on Saturday. There’s also music, dancing, crafts, horse-drawn wagon rides and
Norwegian food. For more info, visit www.
sgsyttendemai.org.
• May 17, 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.: Dinner and
program at Skogfjorden, Norwegian village
at Concordia Language Villages in Bemidji.
Speaker: Eric Dregni, author of “In Cod We
Trust.” Adult tickets $15; must be purchased
in advance. Location: 8607 Thorsonveien
NE. Cost: $15. Reservation Required. Call:
(218) 444-4361.

New York

• May 17: Celebration at the Norwegian
Church in the Big Apple. 11 a.m.: 17th of
May Mass. 12 p.m.: Open house, clips from
NRK’s 17th of May broadcasting on big
screen. Hot dogs, soda, etc. for sale. 3:30
p.m.: Children’s parade with music around
the block. 4 p.m.: The family performance,
movies, songs and games. 6 p.m.: Festive
celebration with artists. Speech by Hanne
Krogh. Open until 8 p.m. Free entrance. The
Norwegian Church, 317 East 52nd Street
(between 1st and 2nd Ave) Info: Call (212)
319-0370.
• May 17 from 1:30 p.m.: Parade in Bay
Ridge, Brooklyn, arranged by the Norwegian-American 17th May Committee of
Greater New York. The parade starts at 5th
Ave. at 89th St. and proceeds north to 67th

• May 17: Celebration at The Norwegian
Seamen’s Church of Houston from 2 p.m.
Family Mass, speeches, parade, food, games
and lot of fun. Admission: $15 (adults)
and 10 (children). Location: 4309 Young
Street, Pasadena, Texas. For more info call:
(281)998 8366 or E-mail: houston@sjomannskirken.no

Washington

• May 17 at 1 p.m.: Lunch at Leif Erikson
Hall, 2245 NW 57th St. Cost: $25 per person
($26 if purchased online). Special Guests:
Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen and the
Hellvik Mannskor choir.
• May 17 at 4 p.m.: Parade in Seattle. The
parade starts near Adams School in Ballard,
at the corner of NW 62nd and 24th Avenue
NW. The route follows south to Market
Street and eastward to Bergen Place. This
years honorary marshals are: Grand Marshal
Norwegian Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen. Honorary Marshals Dr. Terje Leiren,
Chair, Dept. fo Scandinavian Studies, UW.
For more info, visit: www.syttendemaiseattle.com.
• May 17 8 p.m.: Dance at Leif Erikson
Hall, 2245 NW 57th. Cost: $10. Featuring:
The Smilin’ Scandinavians.

Wisconsin

• May 15: Celebration of Norway’s constitution day in Westby. Events include demonstrations for Hardanger fiddle-making,
weaving, tatting, a bunad display, delicious
Norwegian food, a craft tent, a half marathon
run and 5k run/walk, and more. Don’t miss
the Saturday night show, the rømmegrøt
eating contest, and more! Entrance to most
events is a $3 pin. Call our “troll free” number at (866) 4WESTBY or online at www.
westbywi.com.
May 15—17: Syttende Mai festival in
Stoughton. Arts and crafts fair, quilt show,
Village Player performances, street dances,
Viking encampment, canoe race, 20-mile
Run, 17-mile Walk, a sailboat race on Lake
Kegonsa, a huge Norwegian parade, and
local food stands everywhere! A king and
queen, and prince and princess are chosen to
reign over the festivities. For more info see:
www.stoughtonwi.com/syttendemai

British Columbia

• May 17: Join the Kelowna Sons of Norway
Hardanger Lodge #109 for the 17th of May
celebration at Wenche Gransjoen’s home.
Join us for games, swimming, and barbeque.
Questions? Email Clara Hare at clarahare@
shaw.ca.

Looking for the regular calendar of events?
Visit our online calendar at www.norway.com/calendar
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Handwoven Textiles

Kistefos Norwegian Pine

Dragonship Rug

Runestone Rug

Odin’s Raven Rug

Heritage Rug

Torpo Floral Rug

“Simply the Finest” in Scandinavian Design
Recliners

STRYN Flaming Birch

Rugs

•

FuRnishings

•

TEXTiLEs

•

giFTs

620 West 58th Street ~ Minneapolis, Minnesota 55416 ~ 612-339-0000

www.NordicHomeInteriors.com

Gratulerer
Med Dagen

Glacier Ad 1
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"Double"
Jarlsberger

Serves 4: Prep.Time: 25 minutes,
Grilling: 8-10 minutes

Ingredients:








1/2 cup shredded Jarlsberg
4 slices cooked bacon, chopped
1 lb ground chuck
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper
4 Jarlsberg slices
4 large hamburger buns, split
Lettuce, sliced tomato, onions for serving

Instructions:

Combine the shredded Jarlsberg and chopped bacon in a
bowl. Put the beef in another bowl and season with salt and
pepper; use a rubber spatula to mix it in. Flatten 1/4 of the
meat mixture in the palm of your hand. Squeeze together
about a tablespoon of the cheese and bacon mixture to
make a little nugget; put it in the center of the ground beef.
Bring up the sides of the patty over the filling, making sure
the cheese is completely covered by the meat. Flatten
slightly for a nice patty shape.
Grill the burgers for 8 minutes per side for medium. Serve
with your favorite condiment and any garnish you like, such
as lettuce, tomatoes and onions.

Venner.
Make the most of your time – fly smoothly and comfortably to your
friends and family. By the way, “Venner” means friends in Norwegian.
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