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Arts & Style

Roots & Connections

The season of
Advent begins!

Takknemlighetsgjeld er
den eneste gjeld som gjør
menneskene rikere.

Read more on page 12

– Fredrik Georg Gade

Oh, you turkey!
Thanksgiving
Barneblad
Read more on page 10
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News

Norway condemns the bombing
of the Yida refugee camp in South
Sudan by the Sudanese military,
and urges the parties to come to
the negotiating table to find a solution to the conflict in Southern
Kordofan State and Blue Nile
State. “I am deeply concerned
about the developments in Sudan
and South Sudan over the last few
days. The bombing of civilians
and humanitarian aid workers is
unacceptable, and those responsible must be brought to justice,”
said Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr
Støre.
(blog.norway.com/category/
news)

Culture

Norway’s dairy cooperative
Tine hasn’t been able to produce
enough butter in recent weeks to
meet demand, leaving grocery
store shelves bare of one of their
most basic items. Consumers are
voicing their frustration, especially on the eve of the holiday
baking season.
(blog.norway.com/category/culture)

Norway in the U.S.

On Nov. 20, 650 people attended the first service in the newly
built Norwegian Seamen’s
Church in Miami, Fla., that has
been named after HRH Crown
Princess Mette-Marit.
(blog.norway.com/category/norway-in-the-us)
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Norway crowds the podium
First weekend
in the World
Cup results in
Norwegian
victories
Kelsey Larson
Copy Editor

Norway’s cross-country ski
season opened at Sjusjøen near
Lillehammer on Nov. 20 with the
World Cup competitions. Norway
did very well in the competition,
with the men’s team coming in with
a 0.8-second victory in the 4x10 k
relay in 1:35.24.8.
Petter Northug secured the win
after third-leg Lars Berger gave a

See > podium, page 6
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The Norwegian women’s 4 x 5 relay team placed first at the World Cup opener at Sjusjøen near Lillehammer. From left:
Vibeke Skofterud, Kristin Størmer Steira, Marit Bjørgen and Therese Johaug.

Alt for Norge! Takk for alt, Audun
Casting call for the third season of
“The Great Norway Adventure”

Beloved Norwegian
professor dies at
age 75
Special Release
Audun Toven, who spent
nearly four decades as a professor
at Pacific Lutheran University in
Tacoma, Wash., taught Norwegian
culture to thousands of students

See > toven, page 11

Photo: John Froschauer/PLU

Audun Toven at PLU’s Syttende Mai
this year.

Photo courtesy of O’Connor Casting

The Season 2 cast for “Alt for Norge” (The Great Norway Adventure).

Special Release
The producers of Norway’s
version of “Dancing With The
Stars” and “American Idol” are returning to the U.S. for a third time
to find fun, outgoing Americans
with Norwegian ancestry to participate in Season Three of their
enormously successful reality tele-

vision series “Alt for Norge” (also
known as “The Great Norway Adventure”).
O’Connor Casting Company
is conducting a nationwide search
for adventurous Americans with

See > adventure, page 14
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Nyheter
Derfor tok Breivik steroider og drakk Red
Bull

Massemorder Anders Behring Breivik (32)
tok steroider og drakk Red Bull under terrorangrepene for å bli mer konsentrert, raskere, sterkere og økt reaksjonsevne. Under de
timelange avhørene på politihuset i Oslo har
massemorderen blant annet fått spørsmål
om anabole steroider og ECA ga ham en opplevelse av rus. – Nei. Det eneste det gjør er
å fortynne blodet sånn at man tar opp mer
oksygen til hjertet. Man blir mer konsentrert,
raskere og sterkere – men det gir overhodet
ingen rus, forklarte Breivik. I tillegg nevner
massemorderen meditasjon som en metode
for å bygge seg opp mentalt, men det er
ikke kjent om han mediterte i forkant av terrorangrepene. Ifølge en barndomsvenn, skal
Breivik ha begynt med anabole steroider
allerede på ungdomsskolen og ble allerede
da svært opptatt av styrketrening. – Jeg
følte at prestasjonen ble økt på alle områder.
Pulsen øker kraftig fordi blodet fortynnes.
Det er ikke sunt, men det øker prestasjonen,
forklarte den terrorsiktede 32-åringen.
(NTB)

Nye tall fra SSB: Rekordhøy
kraftproduksjon i Norge

Tallenes tale er klar: Produksjonen av kraft
i Norge er på det tredje høyeste nivået siden
målingene begynte i 1993. Produksjonen på
10.361 gigawatt-timer i september utgjør
en økning på 17 prosent sammenlignet med
samme periode i fjor. Den høye produksjonen kan sees i sammenheng med store
tilsig og høy fyllingsgrad i flere av vannmagasinene, skriver Statistisk sentralbyrå i en
pressemelding som kom på 14. november.
(VG Nett)

Ap klart ned på ny måling

Nedgangen fra 36,4 til 32,9 prosent er det
eneste store i meningsmålingen. Respons for
Aftenposten har spurt 1.001 personer hvilket
parti de ville stemt på dersom det var stortingsvalg i morgen, faller Høyre 0,5 prosentpoeng. Men Erna Solbergs parti ligger fortsatt solid forankret på 30 prosent. Frp rykker
fram 0,9 prosentpoeng, men ligger fortsatt
nede på 12,5 prosent. Også KrF har en framgang på 0,9 prosentpoeng (til 5,5 prosent),
mens både Sp, SV og Rødt går fram 0,6
prosentpoeng til henholdsvis 5,4, 4,7 og 2,0
prosent. Venstre har en marginal nedgang på
0,1 prosentpoeng til 5,4 prosents oppslutning
på målingen. Andre partier får 1,6 prosent,
en framgang på 0,5 prosentpoeng. Dersom
målingen var valgresultat ville de rødgrønne
mistet stortingsflertallet og blitt avspist med
bare 77 av de til sammen 169 plassene.
(Aftenposten)

Kostbart å bli norsk statsborger

Siden 2005 har prisen for å søke om statsborgerskap gått opp fra 1.000 til 2.500 kroner. For å få permanent oppholdstillatelse
må søkeren ut med ytterligere 1.600 kroner,
melder Aften. Det kostet for seks år siden 600
kroner. Prisen for familieinnvandringstillatelse har gått opp fra 600 til 3.000 kroner.
Etter at myndighetene innførte gebyr for å
behandle søknader innenfor innvandrerfeltet
i 2003 har prisene akselerert. Før 2003 var
det gratis å søke om permanent oppholdstillatelse. I tillegg til at søknadsprosessen tar
lang tid, kan nyankomne innvandrere risikere å måtte betale til sammen nesten 8.000
kroner før målet er nådd. For fem år siden
var den samlede prisen 3.000 kroner. – Jeg
vet om folk som har lånt penger for å søke
om norsk statsborgerskap. Prisen er veldig
stiv, særlig med tanke på at mange innvandrere har dårlig råd, sier Akhenaton Oddvar
de Leon, leder i Organisasjonen mot offentlig diskriminering.
(NTB)

Nyheter fra Norge

Hareide får prestisjeoppdrag
KrF-leder Knut Arild
Hareide skal lede
Stortingets 22. juli-komité

Slår alarm om
norske bedrifter
– Dette er norsk
økonomis Achilles-hæl
Nettavisen

NRK
Torsdag 10. november orienterte både
daværende justisminister Knut Storberget og
daværende forsvarsminister Grete Faremo
Stortinget om terrorhandlingen 22. juli. Nå
er det avgjort at Hareide skal lede stortingskomiteen som skal behandle redegjørelsen
på Stortinget.
Komiteen kommer i det store og hele til
å bestå av de ordinære medlemmene i Stortingets justiskomité. To av FrPs medlemmer vil imidlertid måtte vike plassen for étt
medlem hver fra partiene KrF, Ap og Sp.
Det var de rødgrønne partiene som pekte
på Hareide da man skulle avgjøre hvem som
skulle få det prestisjetunge vervet.
– KrF har hatt en tydelig, men god
stemme i debatten. Når Hareide selv ville, så
stilte vi veldig opp om det. Det er nødvendig
å skape god konsensus i starten, sier Martin
Kolberg i Arbeiderpartiet til NRK.
– Jeg tror valget ble gjort på bakgrunn
av at vi har hatt en tydelig stemme rundt hva
vi kan gjøre bedre og hva vi kan lære av,
fremfor å peke ut syndebukker for det som
har skjedd, sier Hareide til NRK.
Han ønsker imidlertid ikke å gå inn på
hvilke tema og problemstillinger komiteen
skal behandle.
– De rødgrønne velger Hareide fordi de
stoler på ham. De gjør det også fordi Hareide
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er i sentrum på den politiske aksen, og fordi
begge sider prater bra med KrF-lederen, sier
politisk redaktør Kyrre Nakkim i NRK.
Dagen etter orienteringen i Stortinget
trakk Storberget seg som justisminister. I
den forbindelse uttalte Hareide følgende til
NRK: – Jeg er glad for at dette skjer nå, fordi
det gjør det mulig å diskutere 22. juli uten
det politiske spillet.
Hareide passet også på å rose Storberget for måten han hadde håndtert terrorsaken
på. – Han var et godt kort for regjeringen, og
håndterte 22. juli på en måte det står respekt
av, sier Hareide.

I Norge i dag er det i underkant av
200.000 som jobber med eksportrettet
næring. Bedriftene disse er ansatt i benytter
seg igjen av andre underleverandører i stor
stil.
Dermed vil problemer som rammer
eksportbedriftene raskt spre seg videre ut i
økonomien.
Tall fra Statistisk sentralbyrå viser at
salget til utlandet fra Fastlands-Norge var på
28,5 milliarder kroner i oktober. Det er nedgang på hele 4,6 prosent fra måneden før, og
nå slår Norsk Industri alarm.
– Dette er et klart varsko. Vi ser kraftig
nedbremsing for eksporten på nesten alle
områder, sier Sindre Finnes, fagsjef hos
Norsk Industri, til NA24.
– Krisen er absolutt verst for de eksportbedriftene som selger til det offentlige i Europa. Der er det full stopp, og det kraftige
fallet her begynte for noen måneder siden,
sier Finnes. Skulle det bli enda verre i Europa vil det også ramme andre knallhardt.
Finansminister Sigbjørn Johnsen håper
på det sterkeste at EU får orden på krisen.
– Europa er det viktigste markedet for
norsk eksport. Derfor er det viktig for Norge
at Europa lykkes, sier Johnsen i en melding.

English Synopsis: Knut Arild Hareide of the Christian Democratic Party (KRF) was chosen as chair of
parlimentary committee for the July 22 commission.

English Synopsis: Norway’s export-dependent economy is highly dependent on Europe, and the economic
crisis could majorly affect Norwegian businesses.

Foto: Kristelig Folkepartiet

KrF-leder Knut Arild Hareide skal lede Stortingets 22. juli-komité.

Færre norske Vil eksportere nordmenn til Spania
Kunne du tenke deg å
juletrær i år
jobbe i Spania, med en
Det kan bli vanskeligere
enn vanlig å finne norske
juletrær på markedet

arbeidstid fra 15 til 21?

VG

Det norske firmaet SNT trenger norskpråklige til å jobbe i Alicante, men lønna er
mye lavere enn i Norge.
– Det høres spennende ut. Det hadde
vært kjempegøy hvis jeg hadde fått jobb.
Deilig å være borte fra Norge en stund, så det
skremmer aldeles ikke. Jeg har vært i Spania
på ferie før, sier Jeanette Mannes.
Firmaet SNT er opprinnelig et norsk
selskap, men har flyttet mesteparten av virksomheten til Spania. Hovedoppdragsgiver er
forlaget Mortensen, og de lager også mobilapplikasjoner for smarttelefoner. De trenger
selgere som kan starte nå i januar.
– Det er i utgangspunktet ikke vanskelig å få nordmenn til å jobbe i Spania. Utfordringen er å få de til å være lengre en 1218 måneder for da får de ofte hjemlengsel,
sier daglig leder i SNT, Christopher Isaksen.
Lønna ligger godt under norske forhold.
Men sammenliknet med spanske lønninger
og arbeidstider, er det bra. En industriarbeider i Spania tjener rundt 1200 euro. Gjennomsnittslønna i SNT ligger på 1800 euro.
Men Eures-rådgiver Evy Skaug Syvertsen er klar på at man ikke drar til Spania for å
tjene penger. Man drar for å oppleve en annen kultur, nyte Spania og lære seg spansk.
– Dette er ikke for alle nordmenn. Man
reiser ikke til Spania for å bli rik, for lønningene i Norge er blant de høyeste i Europa.

– Vi merker godt at det er færre norske
juletrær i år. Mange foretrekker norske trær,
både ut fra tradisjoner og siden trærne er kortreiste, og flere ringer oss for å prøve å finne
noen som kan levere norske juletrær, sier daglig leder Terjer Hidle i Norsk Pyntegrønt.
Hun forteller at en viktig årsak til at det
er færre norske trær i år, er overproduksjon
og dumping av danske juletrær i Norge for
en del år siden.
– Det var en ekstrem overproduksjon,
noe som førte til svært lave priser. Markedet
lider av det i dag i form av underdekning, sier
Hidle.
Prisfallet gjorde at mange norske juletreprodusenter plantet færre trær noen år, noe
som gir utslag i dag.
Men siden både kjøpekraft og betalingsviljen i Norge er stor, tror ikke Hidle at det
blir mangel på juletrær i år.
– Det kan bli litt vanskeligere å finne
norske trær, men økt import vil gjøre at det
ikke blir mangel på juletrær i Norge. Det
blir nok verre i andre deler av Europa, sier
Hidle.
English Synopsis: There will be fewer Norwegian
Christmas trees on the market this year, due to scaling
back from overproduction a few years ago. However,
there will be no shortage of Christmas trees, thanks to
imported trees from Denmark.

NRK

Foto: Gillian Gagie/Flickr.com

Kunne du tenke deg å jobbe i Alicante, Spania?

Men sammenlikner man levekostnadene
i Norge og Spania, kommer man greit ut i
Spania med den lønnen man får fra SNT, sier
Evy Skaug Syvertsen.
En av bekymringene for å flytte til utlandet er den billige tilgangen på alkohol og
rusmidler.
Christoffer Isaken er ikke enig at dette er
en betalt fest og ferietur. De har stort fokus
på resultater og på sosialt miljø. Og dette har
SNT et klart standpunkt på.
– Vi vet at det er lett å skli ut i Spania.
Det er billig alkohol. Vi har en null-policy
overfor rusmisbruk på jobben. Vi aksepterer
ikke den type utagerende oppførsel fra våre
ansatte. Og det trives også de ansatte med,
sier daglig leder.
English Synopsis: Norwegian firm SNT needs Norwegian speakers to work in Alicante, Spain. Though the
wages are much lower than Norway, the average salary at
SNT is EUR 1,800 compared to EUR 1,200 for the average Spaniard. The biggest challenge? Getting Norwegians
to stay longer than 12– 18 months due to homesickness.

Online: blog.norway.com/category/news
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Cyber attack “I have found my place”
Data espionage targets
oil and defense firms

HRH Crown Princess
Mette-Marit reflects on her
role as a public figure

Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

NRK

Data from Norway’s oil and defense
industries may have been stolen in what is
feared to be one of the most extensive data
espionage cases in the country’s history, security officials said Nov. 17.
National security unit NSM (Nasjonal
sikkerhetsmyndighet) and police intelligence unit PST (Politiets sikkerhetstjeneste) believe the goal of the computer spies
is to gather information on secret contracts,
industrial drawings, user names and passwords, according to newspaper Aftenposten.
The spying attempts have been carried out
over a lengthy period and are continuing,
warn officials at NSM.
The data intrusions generally come in
the form of e-mail with an attachment sent
to top executives and other key personnel.
If the recipient double clicks on the attachment, it installs a spying program on their
machines that then forwards sensitive data
overseas.
The NSM said the email messages had
been sent to specific named individuals in
the target firms and had been carefully crafted to look like they had come from legitimate sources.
At least 10 different attacks, mostly
aimed at the oil, gas, energy and defense
industries, were discovered in the past year,
but the agency said it has to assume the number is much higher because many victims
have yet to realize that their computers have
been hacked.
The NSM believes the attacks are the
work of one group, based on its analysis of
the methods used to target individuals, code
inside the viruses and how the data was extracted.
“This is the first time Norway has unveiled such an extensive and widespread espionage attack,” it said.
“The attacks are, in method and technology, very advanced,” Eiliv Ofigsbø of
NSM and NorCERT. “We were surprised

In a new documentary by NRK, Her
Royal Highness Crown Princess Mette-Marit talks about her experience of becoming a
member of Norway’s royal family.
“I feel like I have always been the same,
but I was very insecure about what people
wanted, and who I should be for people,”
said the princess to NRK.
The uncertainty has disappeared since
she married the crown prince 10 years ago.
“I have found my place now. I’m actually comfortable in my role, and I am very
happy that I am allowed to be the crown
princess,” she said.

See > attack, page 6

Photo: Sølve Sundsbø / The Royal Court

HRH Crown Princess Mette-Marit

See > princess, page 13

Euro crisis also felt in Norway
Uncertainty in Europe
weakens confidence
for the future
Julie Ryland
Norway Post

European leaders and the Central Bank
can’t seem to get interest rates under control,
and Norwegian exporters have already started to feel the effects of the financial trouble
in Europe. Still, Norway has only seen the
beginning of what’s to come, according to
Aftenposten.
“Already in September, companies’ confidence in the future had weakened compared
to the summer,” Tor Steig, Chief Economist
in the Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise (NHO), tells the newspaper.
He fears that December will show an
even steeper decline. Especially Norwegian
companies in competitive markets are fighting a tough battle against cheaper import
prices, while facing high salary expenses
and costs in Norway. Federation of Norwe-
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This week on Norway.com
Spain and Norway cooperate on new
environmental technology

Spain and Norway are to cooperate on
research and development in the field of
renewable energy, through the EEA and
Norway Grants, with a particular focus on
hydropower, solar power, wind power and
wave power. “The funding from the EEA
and Norway Grants will help to strengthen
cooperation between Norway and the
beneficiary states, in part through this
environmental technology program. Spain
and Norway complement each other well as
cooperation partners in the environmental
field,” said Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr
Støre. Støre pointed out that Spain is among
the most important producers of new forms
of renewable energy in the world.
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Oslo scraps plan to move Munch Museum

The city of Oslo on Nov. 10 scrapped plans
to move the Munch Museum, which holds
the world’s largest collection of works by
expressionist master Edvard Munch, to a
new spot near the new opera house. The
opposition populist right and several leftwing parties, which together hold a majority
on the city council, said studies would
instead be undertaken to see if the museum
could stay in its current location with some
remodeling and a possible expansion, or
whether it would be moved to become part
of the National Gallery. Prior to municipal
elections in September, the previous city
council had decided in 2008 to move the
Munch Museum into a new building housing
another museum and a library. The building
was to be constructed near Oslo’s new opera
house, a futuristic structure that has become
an architectural landmark for the city on the
banks of the Oslo fjord.
(AFP)

New census taken over the weekend

Photo: Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise

Tor Steig, chief economist at the Confederation
of Norwegian Enterprise (NHO), said Norwegian
companies show less confidence for the future
compared to the summer.

State officials undertook Norway’s first
official census since 2001 on Nov. 19. As
Norway’s population reaches, and may
surpass, the 5-million mark, the census
information will have a great impact on the
efficiency of how the state can operate over
the next decade. Census information will be
used to plan construction of schools, hospitals
and other public projects. For most residents
of Norway, however, the census-taking went
almost unnoticed, since the state already sits
on a wealth of information through its central
registry known as Folkeregisteret.
(Views and News from Norway)

Christmas is coming...

It’s a gift
that lasts
all year long!

gian Construction Industries tells Aftenpos-

See > crisis, page 7
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Business

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(November 21, 2011)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

norwegian american weekly

Winners

5.7893
5.5086
6.8134
1.0388
0.7402

Name		

Eitzen Chemical
Aker BioMarine
Navamedic
Clavis Pharma
Aurskog Sparebank

NOK

0.2
1.5
12.3
42.5
180.0

Losers
Change

6.7%
6.6%
6.5%
5.5%
4.7%

Name

Scottish Salmon Co.
Camillo Eitzen & Co.
Norske Skogindustrier
Norse Energy Corp.
Eitzen Maritime Serv.

NOK

Change

2.5 -13.5%
0.2 -12.0%
3.9 -11.2%
0.2
-9.5%
0.3 -9.4%

Taking the opportunity
Norway’s enterprising revivalist Hans Nilsen Hauge

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

seattle, washington

Norwegian Commercial Club

61st Annual Fishermen’s Night
and Scholarship Committee Reception

Thursday, December 8, 6 – 8 p.m.
Leif Erikson Hall, 2245 NW 57th Street, Seattle
Tickets for sale at: Ballard Oil, Fishing Vessel
Owners, Lunde Marine Electronics, Pacific Fishermen Shipyard and PFI Marine Electric
6 p.m. at Leif Erikson Lodge, located at 2245 NW 57th Street, Seattle,
WA 98107. To purchase tickets (dinner included) contact Ozzie
Kvithammer at Viking Bank (206) 297-4254.

su pp or tin g lo c a l nor we g i a n b u s ine s s s in c e 19 3 2

LEW I S O . T I T L A ND
Cert i f i ed Pu b lic Ac c o u n t a n t

(2 0 6 )789-5433
3 8 2 4 1 8 t h Av e
Seattle, WA 98119

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Small businesses
Individuals
S p e c i a l i ze d A ssi stance

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Photos courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

The painting by Adolph Tidemand shows Hauge preaching
to the people. The book “Ånd og hånd” (Sprit and hand) is
about Hauge’s ethics for management and business.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Modern Norway’s first revivalist was
Hans Nielsen Hauge. He was influential in
the industrialization of Norway and was imprisoned 10 times in seven years – probably
the first time a well-known entrepreneur was
put in jail in Norway!
Hauge was born 240 years ago as the
fifth child of 10 on the family farm in Tune
in the county of Østfold. In 1796 he received
his “spiritual baptism.” Within two months
he had founded a revival movement, written
a book, and decided to take his mission to
the road.
During the years 1797 to 1804, he mostly walked on his feet from place to place all
over the country and as far north as Tromsø.
While walking he knitted mittens and caps
for poor children. In addition to his religious
work, he offered practical advice and encouraged entrepreneurship. Some years ago,
the Norwegian Confederation of Enterprises
sponsored a book about him. His practical
sense and his enterprising ways saw all the
unused possibilities around him. For him,
the work of running a business and preaching went hand-in-hand. The result was a
reputation for economic success and growth
among his followers.
The number of factories and mills that he
founded around the country were numerous.
His modesty prevented him from becoming a capitalist, and he gave away all he had
founded and inspired to others. In a period
of extreme economic crisis, when almost all
the prosperous timber barons and iron works

owners went bankrupt because of the Napoleonic wars, he showed a way to prosperity
for anyone with initiative, and this led to
the new rise in Norwegian entrepreneurship
some years after the independence in 1814.
Hauge was one of several contributors, but
he was one of the most influential especially
in the way he combined entrepreneurial and
Christian morals: modesty, honesty and hard
work.
Many of his followers started new companies, such as mills, shipyards, paper mills,
textile industry and printing. They had often
worked their way up to prosperity in a short
time all inspired by Hauge.
In 1804 officials sent in a report on him
and an order for his arrest was issued. The
case was serious. He was accused several
things, of leading people astray and awakening mistrust of the state’s law. At the same
time the English blockade of Norway during
the Napoleonic Wars made communication
between Copenhagen and Norway difficult.
The blockade also caused an acute need
for salt, which was vital to preserve food.
Hauge’s expertise was needed. Therefore he
was freed in order to build salt mines (later
his case was examined and dropped to a
fine).
Since his preaching coincided with
the years many Norwegians immigrated to
America his influence on Lutheranism in
America was considerable. He probably also
contributed with his entrepreneurial spirit.

Business News & Notes
Norway oil fund to buy $396 million of
Paris property

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

Norway’s $570 billion oil fund and Axa SA’s
real estate asset management unit agreed to
buy three Paris office buildings for 290 million
euros ($396 million), their second portfolio acquisition in the French capital. Norway’s Government Pension Fund Global got approval to
start investing in real estate last year and plans
to acquire more than $25 billion of properties to
help boost investment returns. The fund made
its first purchase earlier this year with a 452
million-pound ($720 million) acquisition of a
25 percent stake in London’s Regent Street.
(BusinessWeek)

Norway’s shipyards struggle with export
credit, Aftenposten says

Norwegian shipyards have seen reduced orders
from ship owners amid doubts Exportfinans
ASA won’t be able to make new loans, Aftenposten said, citing Kjersti Kleven, chairwoman
of Kleven Maritime AS. The export finance
group, which is owned by the government and
banks, halted lending to as many as 10 of its
largest clients as the government refrained from
applying for an exemption to European regulations that limits the concentration of clients.
(Bloomberg)
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Catching up with old friends
University of
Oslo’s International
Summer School
alumni gather in
Northfield, Minn.
Gary Erickson
Sunburg, Minn.

The University of Oslo (UiO), recently
hosted an International Summer School (ISS)
alumni gathering under the auspices of its
St. Olaf College branch office at Northfield,
Minn. Held in the historical 19th century Archer House Inn situated on the banks of the
Canon River, former ISS students assembled
to catch up with old friends and learn about
current news regarding today’s ISS.
Torild Homstad, Ph.D., Administrator
of the ISS North American Branch Office
housed at St. Olaf College, extended invitations to the mid-October event and subsequently greeted more than 60 arriving individuals. Those alumni attending the event
represented classes from 1948 to 2011, and
an era spanning six decades.
During an opening segment, Homstad
referenced that many of the ISS students
from other countries received scholarships
from the Norwegian government or NGOs
(non-governmental organizations). In North
America, the largest supporter of scholarships was the Sons of Norway. Now, Homstad announced, the ISS North American
branch office was creating a new scholarship
fund together with the Minneapolis Foundation. The goal is to offer many, many more
scholarships here, too, in the future.
The International Summer School is a
forum for developing and conveying knowledge in an international context, and for
promoting cross-cultural understanding and
good will. Einar Vannebo, Oslo, Norway,
and Director of UiO’s ISS in Norway, reported that 2011 was a special, jubilee year,
not only for the ISS because it marked the

Photo: Gary Erickson

Katie Ulvestad, Maddie Wood, Shannon Zappa and Even Deam at the recent Oslo International Summer School alumni gathering in Northfield, Minn.

65th anniversary of the ISS, but also that it
was the year of the 200th anniversary of the
University of Oslo, the mother of all colleges and universities in Norway. “If you
look at the course offerings, if you look at
the structure of the summer school, there has
been a process of gradual integration into
the University of Oslo... today, the International Summer School is really woven into
the internationalization efforts of the university as such,” Vannebo said. He shared that
“Twenty percent of all students are American, and 600 students attend each year from
100 different countries.” “Come to Norway
– meet the world,” he exclaimed. The opportunity to receive an education as a formative instrument while in the midst of such a
diverse student population led one Nepalese
student to write after this summer: “I came
with a view, I went away with a perspective.
Never was learning so much fun,” Vannebo
reported.
Four St. Olaf students were present and
represented the newest alumni group from
2011. They had just returned within the last
several weeks. When queried about the reason for their decision to travel to Norway
to study for the summer, Katie Ulvestad, a
sophomore who studied Norwegian Literature and Norwegian Architecture and Design, said, “I have heritage in Norway... I

really wanted to do a study abroad program,
and I’ve always wanted to go to Norway. It
worked really, really well.” Maddie Wood, a
junior with classes in International Politics,
added, “I wanted to study abroad. I thought
this summer would be the perfect opportunity, and Norway was the perfect opportunity
that presented itself at that time.” Shannon
Zappa, a junior who chose a class in Gender Equality, added, “I wanted an experience
abroad, and Norway had always been an interest to me. I’ve had a Norwegian pen pal
since seventh grade.” Even Deam, a sophomore who studied Intensive Intermediate
Norwegian and Scandinavian Government
and Politics, explained that “I have heritage

in Norway, and I’d been there one time before. I thought it was a really good opportunity to get some classes done, and go back to
the country I really like.”
Their advice to American students as to
why they should consider the International
Summer School: “It’s a great opportunity
to meet people from all over the world, and
it’s such a fun summer thing to do, everyone
should go!”
For more information about the Oslo International Summer School, visit http://www.
summerschool.uio.no, find them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/oslo.iss, or call
the North American branch office at (800)
639-0058.

WOODEN SPOON
SCANDINAVIAN

SHOP

1617 Avenue K, Plano, TX 75074
twonordic@aol.com
We carry a complete line of Scandinavian gifts
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nissar, straw and pewter ornaments, Christmas
decorations, books and tee shirts.

Order now for all your Christmas needs!
Nisse with rice bowl and wooden spoon.
$89.95
Free shipping if you mention this ad!
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Einar Vannebo, who is the director of University of Oslo International Summer School in Norway, and
Torild Homstad, the administrator of the ISS North American Branch Office in Northfield, Minn.
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An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!
Historical perspectives

By Irene Levin Berman, author of “We Are Going to Pick Potatoes: Norway and the Holocaust – The Untold Story”

“We Are Going to Pick Potatoes” by Irene
Levin Berman is available through www.
norwayandtheholocaust.com or by calling
(860) 242-5330.

Ed. Note: This article is an excerpt from
a larger piece by Irene Levin Berman, written for the website ThankstoScandinavia.
org. On a Hurtigruten cruise from Bergen
to Kirkenes this summer, Berman focused on
her three rich identities: She is Norwegian,
Jewish and ultimately an American, having spent most of her adult life in the U.S.
The atmosphere triggered renewed focus
on her childhood years as an exiled refugee in Sweden during World War II. When
the cruise was over, she spent three days in
Oslo, retracing her family’s escape route to
the Swedish border for the first time since
1942.

Some five years ago, an aspect of my
Jewish identity was indeed modified, and
this time it was permanent. I took on the label of being a Holocaust survivor, some 60
years after the fact. The metaphor to describe
this new emotional marker came like “thief
in the night,” to paraphrase a banal expression. The key words leading to this change
were a request to submit a chapter about my
family’s experience during the Holocaust in
Norway, subsequently a rejection of my efforts by the originator; thereafter a seminar
at the University of Minnesota, and finally
the inception of a book sponsored by Norway’s Resistance Museum about the original chapter channeled into a journey back in
time uncovering Shoa’s effect on Norway’s
Jews. The title of the book in English became “We are going to pick potatoes – Norway and the Holocaust: The Untold Story.”
I find it very hard, almost impossible,
to let go… my thoughts keep returning to
my journey back in time and the incredible
stories that were uncovered. People are still
generous and helpful, and I receive new informative emails on a regular basis. I still
receive additional and interesting information on a regular basis from one of my former “helpers” in Ålesund, the hometown of
my aunt, uncle and two cousins depicted in
the chapter “The family that disappeared.” A
handful of wonderful persons who knew of
this family had attempted to help me recreate their memory during the writing of the
book, both for the sake of history, but also
as a personal memorial to this sole Jewish
family in town who perished.
In the reflections that reappear in my
mind frequently, always related to the journey back in time to a Norway at war and my
now almost defunct family, I find it hard to

let go of my thoughts and feelings. I constantly find myself reverting to our four
years in Sweden as Norwegian refugees in
exile. This period of my life represents my
first conscious childhood memories commencing immediately after the escape. In a
strange way, the memories appear to become
more vivid, the older I get. Now, after the
completion of my narrative in both Norwegian and English, new momentary flashes of
incidents appear, as still photos. I can still recall smiles and happy faces, hugs and treats
and laughter. I also remember night terror,
which extended way into my adult life.
On the very last day of this trip, we attempted to retrace the escape route to Sweden from 1942. Neither my brother, who is
three years my senior, nor I were quite familiar with the exact path. However, based
on both our memories, we knew that it included first going by car, subsequently by
train, and once again by car which took us
to a wooded area in the general vicinity of
the Swedish border. We were certain of key
words like Ørje, and that we had ended up in
Töckfors. We both remember that we walked
around one small lake as well as crossed another lake by rowboat. Looking at the map
we found that there were not too many areas
that would include all of the aforementioned
“benchmarks.”
We did not cross the border with the
now well-known Carl Fredriksen’s transport,
which brought several hundred Jews across
to Sweden, but rather with a small group
of resistance people. During the visit to the
wooded area this time my brother suddenly
exhibited a reaction to an artificially wide
path in the forest. He knew that he had been
in the vicinity of this type of widened path
before. I had no recollections or unexpected

memories at all during this walk, yet found
myself shivering and strangely anxious.
Eventually we reached a moderately
large yellow sign on top of a tall pole, facing
us at the side of the road, which read “Border to the Kingdom of Sweden.” This sign
triggered a variety of emotions, all hard to
recognize and decipher immediately. I chose
to dwell on the thoughts that emerged suddenly. Part of my mind seemed to attempt
to cross an imaginary threshold of emotions
claiming my place with our original group,
at dawn on Nov. 26, 1942, at dawn. Ironically I had recently discovered that this date
represented the very same day and hour that
the arrest of Jewish women and children had
been initiated in Norway. I felt as if I had
earned the right to join their memory once
again, together with my protective escorts,
now 69 years later, when facing this understated, yet vital sign, symbolizing freedom.
To read the rest of Berman’s article
(which is highly recommended), visit http://
thankstoscandinavia.org/reflections-on-atrip-to-the-norwegian-coast.
Irene Levin Berman is the
author of “We are going
to pick potatoes – Norway
and the Holocaust, The
Untold Story,” in which
she writes the story of the
settlement of the Jews in
Norway at the end of the
19th century. She tells the story about her own
family’s experiences during The Holocaust
and what it was like growing up Jewish in Norwegian after the liberation. In this article she
revisits her reflections about this Journey back
in Time now that the book has been published
both in Norwegian and English. For more,
visit www.norwayandtheholocaust.com.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is not an endorsement of them.
Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

< attack
From page 3

when we began with an analysis of several
different attacks and discovered the similarities among them.”
Each attack was “tailored” for the specific company, making it possible to escape detection by anti-virus programs. The names of

the targeted companies were not divulged.
The agency said in a statement that this
type of data-theft was “cost-efficient” for
foreign intelligence services and that “espionage over the Internet is cheap, provides
good results and is low-risk.” Veire would
not elaborate, but said it was not clear who
was behind the attacks.
The attacks often occurred when com-
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Blue Mounds, Wis.

$20 for large ad
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panies were negotiating large contracts, the
agency said.
Important Norwegian institutions have
been targeted by hackers before.
In 2010, some two weeks after Chinese
dissident and democracy activist Liu Xiaobo
was named that year’s Nobel Peace Prize
winner, Norway’s Nobel Institute website
came under attack, with a Trojan Horse, a

< podium
From page 1

0.3 second lead. Berger made his way to the
front of the pack after he was set up nicely by
teammates Eldar Rønning in the first leg and
Finn Haagen Krogh in the second leg.
“It was fun to race today. I pushed hard
towards the end of my leg and the audience
helped me to do that. It was great to compete
in the relay,” said Berger.
This was after the Norwegian women’s
team dominated in the 4x5 relay on Nov. 20.
“We definitely took the relay seriously and
not for granted,” Skofterud said in an FIS
Ski post-race interview. “We started the new
day this morning with a new focus — the relay.” The relay featured the same quartet that
won the World Championship relay in Oslo

particularly potent computer virus, being installed on it.
Neither PST nor NSM would identify
the companies attacked or who they suspect
is behind the attacks. The companies themselves fear the bad publicity that could arise
if they admit that industrial secrets have gone
astray.

last February: Vibeke Skofterud, Therese
Johaug, Kristin Størmer Steira, and Marit
Bjørgen.
“I have had times this fall that have been
better than before. They have been on the
same level as before the Olympics in Vancouver. At the same time, I have continued
the development and will now say that I am
a better skiier than I was then,” said Bjørgen
to NRK.
Meanwhile, in the 15-kilometer race,
Norwegian ski hero Petter Northug came in
second place behind Swede Johan Olson. “It
was a tough race. I had a feeling that it would
be tough to come first, and I am happy with
second place,” said Northug to NRK.
Overall, the weekend World Cup competitions were a “great success” according to
Norwegian news sources.
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Dear Editor,
The Sarasota Sons of Norway Annual
Fall Fair on Oct. 29 was a success!
People came from far and near to the
Fair, as many people had heard about or received a flyer about the fair from members
of the lodge, or received a fair flyer enclosed
in the Christmas Gift booklets sent out to

Photos: Edward T. Howell, Jr.

Above: The Viking ship welcomed everyone to the
Fall Fair in Sarasota. Below: Vendors offering
Nordic items were busy with customers.

thousands of people by the Sarasota Scandinavian Gift Store, or read about the fair
(with pictures) in the Norwegian American
Weekly in the Oct. 14 and Oct. 21 issues,
or gone online for information. Our Viking
boat and welcome sign were on the lawn outside the church. Do you like to row? Join a
Florida Sons of Norway lodge (that owns a

< crisis

From page 3

ten. The competition with foreign suppliers
is tough, and they have already had to lay
people off. It is worrisome that Norwegian
banks are placing restrictions on lending.
That will slow down new projects,” he concludes.
With Italy’s interest rate back at more
than seven percent, the fear for Europe’s
economy has started spreading to pretty
much all countries except for Germany.

Han Ola og Han Per

Viking boat) and participate in the annual Viking Boat Races in different parts of Florida.
(Jensen Beach, Bradenton, etc.)
Inside the church two accordion players, Gerald Maki and Jim Andrykovich,
both of Bradenton, were playing away! The
homemade baked goods, whole yellow pea
soup, open-faced sandwiches, bløtekake and
waffles were a hit again this year! All the
Vendors, woodcarvers and Sons of Norway’s
representative Ann Krause were busy.
Sarasota Sons of Norway Lodge #539
will be having a Juletrefest Dec. 11, 2011 at
the Ramada Inn 7150 N. Tamiami Trail from
3 – 7 p.m. Adults $20, children 12 – 18 years
are half price, and under 12 are free! We
welcome one and all to the Juletrefest 2011!
For reservations, call Edith (941) 795-8511
by Dec. 8. For more information about the
Juletrefest email claire.loken@verizon.net
please put 2011 Juletrefest in subject line.

Publisher

Longfellow_Choral_Festival.html.
For more information, contact Charles
Kaufmann at (207) 232-8920 or director@
longfellowchorus.com.
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Maine Nordmenn #3-664
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Tusen Takk,
Claire Loken
Bradenton, Fla.
Dear Editor,
On March 3, 4 and 5, 2012, the Longfellow Chorus of Portland, Maine, will present
Ole Bull, Longfellow & Elgar: Scenes from
the Saga of King Olaf. Seven programs, including Edward Elgar’s cantata King Olaf
based on Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s
epic poem “The Saga of King Olaf” will be
presented by Arve Tellefsen and Henning
Kraggerud, two of Norway’s top violinists. A
Holiday Gift package for all seven programs
during the Festival is available for $20 if purchased before December 25, 2011. Tickets
may be purchased online. For details, go
to http://www.longfellowchorus.com/2012_

Scandinavian food and gifts, Rosemaling,
jewelry. Troll Lodge sold baked good and
cheeses, and in the cafe sold homemade pea
soup, lapskaus, Swedish meatballs, hot dogs,
coffee and freshly made waffles all day!

There is currently a debate about the Eurozone being divided into a Northern zone and
a Southern zone, but the debate induces fear
and increased interest rates among member
countries, such as France. The speculation
surrounding the division of the Euro zone
could eventually turn into a European banking crisis, which would inevitably affect
Norway as well.
What worries Steig, as well as Norwegian companies, is the banking industry’s
recent restriction on lending, in order to preserve the banks’ reserves. The Norwegian

Bank (DnB) is not giving out any new loans,
and other banks are also showing more hesitation to lend.
This insecurity is not good for Norwegian innovation and creativity, Steig explains, and the increasing level of pessimism
makes Norway even more dependent on oil.
“Parts of the industry, especially timber
and building materials, can feel the crisis
in Europe,” Audun Lågøyr, Director of the
Building Industry Association. “We are in a
position to meet the unrest if it turns into full
force in Norway.”

Photo courtesy of Troll Lodge

Troll Lodge President Kari Williams and her
granddaughter Emily Brideau selling baked
goods at the Holiday Fair on Nov. 12.

Thank you,
Kari Williams
Peekskill, N.Y.

christy@norway.com

Copy Editor and Subscriptions Manager
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Harry Svenkerud

naw@norway.com

Advertising
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Dear Editor,
Sons of Norway Troll Lodge #3-476 had
their Holiday Fair on Nov. 12 at their meeting hall in Mahopac, N.Y. We had a lot of
interested people all day long! Vendors sold

naf.info@norway.com

naw@norway.com
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Christmas’ prettiest cookie
Add elegance to your holidays with goro

Jul is just around the corner!
Find gifts for everyone on your list this year
in our store and online.

w w w. s c a n s p e c i a l t i e s . c o m

6719 NW 15th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: (206) 784-7020 — Toll free: (877) 784-7020
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping!

“ We are going to pick Potatoes”

Norway and the Holocaust, the Untold Story
A memoir by Norwegian native

Irene Levin Berman
Now in its second year in the
United States -- This story is
reaching Norwegian Americans
through book events and
presentations.
Available as a gift for Christmas
At amazon.com
Order from Barnes & Noble

Sponsored by Norway’s
Resistance Museum
Questions? Contact Irene at
Irenelberman@aol.com
or (860) 242-5330

“This ‘untold story’ about
what happened to Norwegian
Jews during the Holocaust,
deserves to be told – and now
it is.”
– Elie Wiesel

Published by Hamilton Books

w w w. n o r w a y a n d t h e h o l o c a u s t. c o m

Give the Gift of the ISS

Photo: Tine.no

Goro have been called Norway’s most beautiful baked good.

Goro irons have been found that date
back to the 17th century. Wealthy Norwegian familes who could afford the expensive
eggs, sugar and cream often had their irons
customized by a blacksmith with intricate
floral patterns. Seasoned delicately with car-

damom, these cookies will add a touch of
elegance to your holiday dessert! Purchase
a goro iron at lefsetime.com or ingebretsens.com. Or check your local Scandinavian
shop!

Goro

Adapted from Astrid Karlsen Scott’s Ekte Norsk Jul II

Two ways you can give:
Send someone special to the
International Summer School
for the experience of a lifetime!
Donate to the ISS Scholarship
Fund. Your donation helps
deserving students have the
opportunity to study in Norway.
Contact the ISS North American
Office for information/qualifications:
1-800-639-0058 or iss@stolaf.edu

International Summer School, University of Oslo
June 25 - August 5, 2011

www.summerschool.uio.no

2 eggs
1 1/4 cup sugar
1 cup evaporated milk
Grated lemon zest
1 1/3 cups margarine or butter

2 tsp. ground cardamom
1/2 tsp. vanilla
4 1/3 cups flour
1 tbsp. brandy or cognac (optional)
1 pinch of salt

Beat eggs and sugar until light and fluffy. Whip evaporated milk until it forms soft
peaks; add lemon peel. Add to beaten eggs. Stir in melted butter, flour and spices. Stir in
cognac (if using). Mix all ingredients well. Cover and refrigerate until next day. Roll out to
about 1/8” thickness. Cut a paper pattern to fit the goro iron; trace and cut cookies to be the
same size as the pattern. Spray goro iron lightly with cooking spray and heat, closed, over
medium-high burner until a drop of water sizzles on the surface when opened. Bake in hot
goro iron. Cook the first side for 3 – 4 minutes; flip iron and cook remaining side until a light
golden-brown color. Cut off ragged edges if any. Seperate while still hot. May be frozen.
This article is part of our “Sju Slag Kaker” series, which helps you prepare for Norwegian Christmas with your seven favorite cookie recipes. Have a favorite Norwegian cookie?
Send it to us at naw@norway.com or mail to Norwegian American Weekly, 7301 5th Ave NE
Ste A, Seattle, WA 98115

Handmade almond or peanut brittle
Place your Christmas order today!

Visit www.kaffehus.com or call (218) 422-6003

Kaffehus Bakery

Celebrating Scandinavian
heritage in Fosston, Minnesota
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an american thanksgiving in Norway

Americans celebrate old traditions and
begin some new ones abroad
Kelsey larson
Copy Editor

Norwegian-Americans love celebrating
Christmas in true Norwegian style. Some
bake lefse or krumkaker, some break out the
traditional straw decorations, and the true
die-hards even have lutefisk for Christmas
dinner (most Norwegians aren’t even brave
enough to attempt that these days!) But does
this tradition ever get turned around? What
about American-style holidays celebrated in
Norway? American Thanksgiving, for example?
Many Americans living or studying
abroad in Norway have celebrated Thanksgiving there. It may be difficult to find cranberry sauce in a can, or assemble a team to
play flag football, but Americans have persevered in celebrating this holiday in Norway
despite the lack of certain elements, and have
even added a Norwegian spin to their “Høsttakkefest” festivities.
In the fall of 2009, I celebrated Thanksgiving in Bø i Telemark, Norway, where I
was studying for the 2009-2010 academic
year. A small committee of dedicated American students put together a fabulous Thanksgiving feast, and invited all the international
students to attend. A Norwegian spin was
put on the holiday; julebrus was the beverage of choice! Many of us had never tried
the fizzy pink soda before, and were more

than happy to add a new culinary experience
to the traditional ones. In fact, all the international students were encouraged to bring a
dish from their own country to contribute to
the Thanksgiving potluck. Deviled eggs sat
beside Spanish omelets and Romanian cabbage rolls on our Thanksgiving table.
Other Americans living and studying
abroad have had interesting Thanksgiving
experiences, as well. Heidi Håvan Grosch, a
contributing editor to the Norwegian American Weekly and a Minnesotan living in Norway, reflects on her first Thanksgiving away
from home.
“The first year (four years ago), I made
the entire dinner myself and invited family
over, serving the turkey at the table and carving it there. ‘This is just like on TV!’ they
said.”
Inevitably, of course, the holiday must
change to accommodate Norwegian culture.
“I miss the fact that Thanksgiving is a holiday where everyone stops and is together.
Here it is a day as usual and we celebrate on
a weekend close to the actual day. But here
is something special about stopping in the
middle of the week,” says Grosch.
Norwegians seem to appreciate the idea

See > THANKSGIVING, page 12

Photo courtesy of Kelsey Larson

International students sample an international cuisine as well as Norwegian julebrus at a Thanksgiving celebration in Bø i Telemark, Norway.

Christmas in Norway
Christmas
Eve
at the

Uvdal Stav Church
Numedal, Norway
This is the 20th Edition of the Historic Stav Church
Ornament Series, and features the Uvdal Stav Church in
Numedal. It is one of Norway’s greatest treasures. We
see it as it would have been at the height of its glory on
Christmas Eve.
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001

Gol
Inquire
Urnes
39.50
Lillehammer 39.50
Heddal
59.50
Lomen
29.50
Trondheim 39.50
Ringebu
29.50
Hopperstad 29.50
Fortun
29.50
Grip
29.50

2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

Lom
Røldal
Nore
Undredal
Reinli
Kaupanger
Høyjord
Øye
Flesberg
Uvdal

29.50
59.50
39.50
39.50
59.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50
29.50

All Ornaments are hand silk screened in a
traditional Scandinavian blue and white design on a 2.5”
diameter white porcelain disk. Gift Boxed with History.

Photo courtesy of Kelsey Larson

Norwegian-American Judy McGuiness Torvik helps serve the turkey to international students in Bø i
Telemark, Norway.

Nordic Delicacies
“A taste of Norway in the heart of Brooklyn!”

6909 Third Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
Phone: (718) 833-7515 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com

Twentieth
Edition
Uvdal
Stav Church
Ornament
$29.50
shp/ins $8.50

The Nordic Shop
111 S. Broadway, #202
Rochester, MN. 55904

800-282-6673

www.TheNordicShop.net
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Barneblad

Oh, You Turkey!

Brought to you by
Heidi Håvan Grosch

Fun activities for the
Norwegian-American family

Turkey Book

Let's talk turkey

Norwegians like to eat turkey (kalkun) just like Americans do.
They might eat it during Christmas week or on
New Year’s Eve. But they do NOT eat it
on Thanksgiving.
Why? Because most Norwegians
don’t celebrate Thanksgiving!
You can buy a turkey in the store, but
it often comes in a box (and is the kind
of turkey you eat for dinner with potatoes) or in a plastic package (the kind
you put on a sandwich for lunch).
My first Thanksgiving in Norway,
I served a whole turkey at the table. “This
is just like on TV!” the Norwegians said.

turkey craft

A Norwegian Turkey Song

Find an old glove.
Find or buy some feathers.
Glue the feathers on all the fingers
of the glove, both sides, but not on the
thumb.
Use buttons or “google eyes” for
the eyes of the turkey, a red balloon for
the mouth and some red felt for the top
ridge. Gobble gobble!

Sung to the tune of “Oh Christmas Tree”

O du kalkun, o du kalkun.
behager våre ganer.
O du kalkun, o du kalkun.
behager våre ganer.
Ja, du kalkun er lekker brun,
som flekker på bananer.
O du kalkun, o du kalkun.
behager våre ganer.

Olav Vetrhus
Ottawa IL
Thomas Eliassen
Ft Pierce FL
Gunnar Tonnesen
Prescott AZ
Karin Moseid
Chicago IL
29. november
Ludvik Bruun
La Crosse WI
Evelyn Andersen LaTourette Scotts Valley CA

25. november
Egil H. Werner
Drammen Norway
Olga Huseby
Everett WA
Laila Eikeland Barr
Seattle WA
Bjarne Solem
Elgin IL
Kaare Dahl
Gig Harbor WA
Bjarne Solem
Elgin IL
Bergit Thompson Whitehouse Station NJ
Kathy Thunder
Menominee MI
Mossen Habbestad
Poulsbo WA
Thomas Olver Hill
Denver CO
26. november
Norman Dalthorp
Seattle WA
Elli Lovise Gildnes
Paris France
Nils Larsen
Sedro-Woolley, WA
Kari Akini
Honolulu HI
Ingeborg Bothansen
Deer Park IL
27. november
Hans Klykken
Camano Island WA
Harold T Nordsletten
Souris ND
28. november
Hjalmar M Haaland
Albert Lea MN
Orlin Swede Knutson Colorado Springs CO

“Over the River: A Turkey’s Tale”
by Derek Anderson
A turkey picture book illustrated by
a Scandinavian American from Minnesota!
Published by Simon & Schuster Books For
Young Readers, 2005

Jennifer Larson
Cambridge MN
30. november
Isak Furuseth
Marysville BC Can
Magnus Melgard
Huron SD
Olaug Asbjørg Segel
Tacoma WA
Courtney Olsen
Richland WA
1. desember
Hans Nordby
Boston MA
John M. Winge
Starbuck MN
Hans G. Nordby
Boston MA
Albert Hendrickson
De Land FL
Nikki D. Haglund
Lauderhill FL
Alf Sather
Seattle WA
John Brock-Utne
Stanford CA

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@
norway.com. Birthdays must be submitted at
least one month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us.

Oh turkey you, You turkey oh.
You taste so good and yummy.
Oh turkey you, You turkey oh.
You taste so good and yummy.
Yes, turkey is delicious brown
like spots upon bananas found.
O turkey you, you turkey oh.
You taste so good and yummy.

From the journal of

Roald Amundsen

25 november – lørdag
Har måttet ligge åver i dag åsså. Samme
kuling fra NE med høi tett fok. De har løiet
noe a i aften å vinnen dradd sei ENElig. Foken nesten åphørt. Utsikterne får i måren
goe. Vi har som vanli sammen me hunnene
nytt hunnekjøtt. Vi ær alle begeistret fårr
de.

November 25 – Saturday
Had to lie over today too. Same NE
gale with thick snowdrift. It has slackened
a bit this evening and the wind turned ENE.
Snowdrift almost stopped. Good prospects
for tomorrow. We have, as usual, enjoyed
dog meat together with the dogs. We are all
delighted with it.

South Pole Expedition Centennial
1911 – 2011

Brought to you by the Fram Museum in Oslo

norwegian american weekly		

Obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

Alf A. Bergersen

Thanks – living

May 22, 1936 – September 11, 2011
Alf A. Bergersen passed away
peacefully Sept. 11,
2011, surrounded by
family and friends,
after a hard-fought
battle with cancer.
Born in Oslo, Norway in 1936, Alf
attended school there through the college
level before serving in the Royal Norwegian
Air Force from 1956 to 1958. A scholarship
from Washington State College in Pullman,
Wash., drew him to the U.S. and ignited his
lifelong love for this country. Alf received
his BA in Business Administration in 1961,
was a proud member of the Kappa Sigma
fraternity and remained a diehard Coug’s
fan. He worked for Boeing until 1964 when
he returned to Oslo and with a boyhood
friend built a successful publishing com-

< toven

From page 1

and community members and was instrumental in developing the university’s Scandinavian Studies program.
Toven had battled prostate cancer for
several years. He was surrounded by family
at his daughter’s home in Los Angeles when
he passed Nov. 15. He was 75.
Toven was known throughout the Norwegian-American community and in Norway for his dedication to teaching others
about Norwegian language, culture, history
and politics. He acted as an ambassador to
Norway, traveling between his homeland and
the U.S. with student groups and teaching at
the Oslo International Summer School for
more than 25 years.
“Audun Toven’s unparalleled contributions, scholarship and service at Pacific Lutheran University and to the development of
Norwegian-American relations almost defy
enumeration,” University President Loren
Anderson wrote in an announcement to the
campus about Toven’s death.
Toven helped establish the Scandinavian Cultural Center, which opened at PLU
in 1989, and was fundamental in creating
an endowed professorship of Scandinavian
Studies. Anderson awarded Toven the President’s Medal in 2010. In 2001, Norwegian
officials bestowed upon Toven the prestigious St. Olav’s Medal.
“He’s the most loving, gentle, sweet
man,” said his daughter, Brit Toven-Lindsey.
“And we are really going to miss him.”
Toven was born Sept. 17, 1936, in Norway, the fourth of six siblings. He grew up
on his family’s farm in southwestern Norway
near Eidsvåg.
He received a teaching certificate from
the University of Oslo in the early 1960s and
dreamed of teaching English in Norway.
But he didn’t feel quite comfortable with
the language, so he traveled to the U.S. with
three other Norwegians as part of a cultural
exchange program. Toven toured the country, performing folk dances and playing the
Hardanger fiddle.
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pany, Økonomisk Litteratur (Ø), which he
led until 1984. Drawn back again to Seattle,
Alf established his own businesses in finance
and real estate where he continued to be active until his passing. Through his membership in the Norwegian American Chamber of
Commerce, including serving as its president
from 1988 – 1990, he worked to strengthen
commercial ties between the two countries.
A resident of Woodinville and Friday Harbor, Wash., Alf was loved and will be missed
by many in the U.S. and Norway. He is survived by his wife, Anne Bugge and his son,
Mark Bergersen. The family requests that in
lieu of flowers, donations be made in Alf’s
memory to a favorite charity or to the Swedish Foundation in support of the Swedish
Cancer Institute, 747 Broadway, Seattle, WA
98122. To share memories of Alf, please sign
the online guest register at www.evanschapel.com.
He later enrolled in graduate school at
University of Washington, where he studied English and Scandinavian literature and
taught Norwegian as a graduate assistant.
After getting his master’s degree, Toven accepted a teaching job in 1967 at PLU. He
associated with the university even after he
formally retired in 2005.
“Through his conscientious efforts, literally thousands of students studied the history, culture and language of Norway here at
PLU,” Anderson wrote.
Toven created the Scandinavian Studies major in 1976 and encouraged students
to study in Norway, but his reach extended
beyond the university. He taught folk dancing, led nighttime skiing lessons on Crystal
Mountain, and gave community lectures on
all things Norwegian. He helped organize
visits from Norwegian royalty to the U.S.
In the mid-2000s, Toven took up the effort to create an endowed professorship for
Scandinavian Studies at PLU first started by
Richard Svare and Bette Svare Parrot. Svare
and Svare Parrot, brother and sister, began
working on the endowment to honor their
father, who taught at the university for more
than three decades.
When they died in 2004 and 2005, respectively, they left money for the endowment, but it wasn’t enough to create a position. Toven continued the fundraising effort
after his retirement, and the professorship
was announced in May during the third annual Syttende Mai celebration. During the
event, Toven challenged the crowd to raise
another $1 million for an endowed chair position.
“He pretty much did what he loved his
whole life,” said his son, Trygge Toven.
Toven is survived by his ex-wife, Iral,
his two children, and a three-year-old granddaughter, all of the Los Angeles area.
A memorial service is being planned at
Pacific Lutheran University. The family plans
to take his remains to Norway in December
and bury him with other family members
near the family farm.
Takk for alt, Audun. You will be missed
more than you would ever know.

ing our salvation and life depend completely
upon us. During this Thanksgiving season let
us fight this natural tendency by focusing on
giving back to God by serving our neighbor.
Thanksgiving Day in America is a national
holiday and not necessarily a religious one.
However, churches have traditionally held
Thanksgiving Day services and encouraged
their members to set the day aside as a special day of thanksgiving. Faithful church
members have responded to this call in many
different ways. One of the most popular responses has been serving Thanksgiving Day
dinners to people in need. This popular tradition exemplifies what being truly grateful to
God does for us; it leads us into acts of kindness and love. May Thanksgiving this year
be a time for you to express your gratitude
to God in loving and benevolent actions towards others.

Back when I taught confirmation classes on a regular basis, I would always ask my
students this question, “If we are not saved
by being good, why be good?” The answer to
this question can be summed up in one word,
“gratitude.” Unfortunately very few of my
students could ever come up with the correct
answer.
As Christians our good works are always done in response to what God has done
for us. They grow out of grateful and thankful hearts. When we fully comprehend God’s
love and grace towards us, we want nothing
more than to love and serve God in grateful
response. The THANKS in our hearts propels us into a life of LIVING for others. Our
natural human instincts seem to work mightily against this way of thinking. By nature
we believe we can somehow earn God’s
favor by what we do. In this way of think-

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
Den Norske Lutherske Minnekirke

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church offers the best venue in Chicago for Norwegians,
Scandinavians to gather and celebrate Norwegian traditions. We welcome you to our warm
and friendly family of members. Please visit us soon! Pastor: Sigurd Grindheim.

December 2011
Dec. 4

Norwegian Service, 11 a.m.

Dec. 11

Norwegian Service with communion,
11 a.m.

Dec. 18 Norwegian Service/English sermon,
11 a.m.
Christmas Concert, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 25

English Service 10 a.m.

2614 North Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, IL 60647 • (773) 252-7335 • www.minnekirken.org

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

Christmas Greetings!

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

Reserve space for your personalized greeting in our annual Christmas Issue
Name:_____________________________ City/State:_______________
Message:___________________________________________________
Merry Christmas!

Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
Staten Island, N.Y.

$10 for small ad

God Jul og
Godt Nyttår til
alle venner!
Ola og Berit Nordmann
Blue Mounds, Wis.

$20 for large ad

Deadline: DECEMBER 1 – Mail this form today!
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Arts & Style

Counting
the
days
Calendar of Events
What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Arizona

Nordic Guild Fair
December 3
Tucson, Ariz.
The 30th annual Nordic Guild Fair will
be held Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Streams in the Desert Lutheran Church,
5360 E Pima, Tucson, AZ. The Norse Federation, Sons of Norway, VASA, Finnish
Club, Danish Club and individual vendors
will sell ethnic foods, baked goods, Scandinavian crafts and collectibles. Free admission! Contact Gretchen at (520) 887-1114
or gcarew@comcast.net.

Illinois

Bjornson Male Chorus Christmas Dinner
December 16
Elk Grove Village, Ill.
Join the Bjornson Male Chorus for a Christmas dinner and evening of music at Avalon
Banquets, located at 1905 E. Higgins Road,
Elk Grove Village, IL. Cocktails begin at
6:30 p.m., and dinner will be served at 7:30
p.m. Admission: $30 per person. For reservations, contact John Lee (847) 741-4210.

Maine

Maine Nordmenn’s Julefest
December 10
Topsham, Maine
Sons of Norway Maine Nordmenn #3-664
will hold their annual Julefest on Dec. 10,
12 – 4 p.m., at the Sky-Hy Convention Center in Topsham, Maine. Smørgåsbord, silent auction, St. Lucia procession, dancing
around the Christmas tree, Scandinavian
music by Warren Johnson. $10 for adults;
15 and under free. Contact Gedske at (207)
215-6186 or gszepsy@yahoo.com.

Minnesota

A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol
November 25 – January 1
Minneapolis, Minn.
Back for a fifth year after selling out every
show the last four Decembers. It’s a hilarious Minnesota spoof of Charles Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol.” Playing at the New
Century Theatre at 615 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55403. Reservations:
(800) 982-2787 and DontHugMe.com.
Nordic Julekonsert
December 18
Minneapolis, Minn.
The Mindekirken Choir; The Norwegian
Glee Club of Minneapolis; The American Swedish Institute Male Chorus; The
American Swedish Institute Cloudberries; and the Pauline Fjelde Daughters of
Norway Damekor, will present a concert
of traditional Nordic Christmas music at
Mindekirken, located at 924 E 21st St in
Minneapolis. For more information, call
(612) 874-0716.

New York

Dinner & Movie at Scandinavia House
Ongoing
New York City, N.Y.
Pairing top-notch Scandinavian cinema and music with fine Nordic cuisine,
Smörgås Chef @ Scandinavia House continues its popular Dinner & a Movie and

Advent begins with Norwegian inspiration

Dinner & a Concert three-course prix fixe
dinner menus. Admission: $31 per person
($27 ASF Members) Call Smörgås Chef
at Scandinavia House at 212.847-9745 or
visit www.smorgas.com.
Photos
courtesy of
Bolina

Pennsylvania

Christmas Party
December 10
Ben Salem, Pa.
Sons of Norway Fredriksten Lodge hosts
their annual Christmas Party with good
food, entertainment and Norwegian traditions. Join them Dec. 10 at 6 p.m. at Fredriksten Lodge Hall, located at 187 State
Road, Andalusia, Ben Salem, PA 19020.
For more information, contact June Hansen Medal at (215) 343-7484 or junem856@
comcast.net.

Virginia/D.C. Metro area

Norwegian Holiday Festival & Bazaar
December 2 – 3
Fairfax, Va.
Join us for the Sons of Norway Norwegian Holiday Festival and Bazaar! Featuring live musical and dance entertainment,
fresh waffles, lefse, homemade pastries
and more. Purchase traditional Norwegian
sweaters, linens, rosemaling, jewelry, chocolates, CDs, books (in English), & more.
Held at the Fairfax Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd. in Merrifield, Va. On Friday,
11 a.m. – 7 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3
p.m. For infomation call (703) 861-4071 or
www.norwaydc.org

Washington

Gala Holiday Concert
December 4
Seattle, Wash.
The Norwegian Ladies Chorus of Seattle
invites you to warm up the winter season
at our annual Holiday Concert, which will
also celebrate the Chorus’s 75th year of
sharing our Norwegian heritage with the
community! Join us on Dec. 4 at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church (2400 NW 85th
St. in Seattle) at 3 p.m. for an irresistible
program of Scandinavian and American
songs, with solos by Beth Kollé, internationally-renowned Seattle harpist, flutist,
singer and authority on Nordic and Celtic
music. Velkommen! Donation: $12.
Amundsen’s Quest for the South Pole
December 14
Seattle, Wash.
The centennial of Amundsen’s achievement of being the first person to reach the
South Pole is a fitting time to discuss the
exhibit “Cold Recall” at Nordic Heritage
Museum, as well as discuss the history and
background of the famous and controversial expedition. Erik Sundholm’s presentation will also highlight the time that Roald
Amundsen spent in Seattle, as a result of his
South Pole expedition, during the 1920’s.
His time in Seattle was an interesting and
pivotal time in his career, and can shed
light on an enigmatic and fascinating man,
who is one of the most famous Norwegians
of all time. Join us at 7 p.m. at the Nordic
Heritage Museum. Free admission.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norway.com online calendar and the Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Line Grundstad Hanke

Line Grundstad Hanke Interior Design

I was visiting Norway during October
this year, and found it very interesting to see
that Jul was already showing up in the different stores. Last year was just as early, I was
told, and this year was no different.
I enjoyed visiting many stores to see
the trend this year, and it’s a fresh look. The
stores are filled with items and outside along
the sidewalks they display products and lit
candles to welcome you in to the store. It has
a very warm and inviting feeling that I see is
missing in the U.S. today. It’s what Norwegians call koselig – a sense of coziness. Norwegians know how to make things koselig,
and to kos seg (make yourself cozy, or cozy

< thanksgiving
From page 9

behind Thanksgiving, and there were several
Norwegian students who came to the international Thanksgiving in Bø. Many of them
had American connections through their parents, and therefore had a special appreciation for the holiday. It even has a Norwegian
name: Høsttakkefest.
But will this very American holiday
ever really catch on in Norway?
“[Norwegians] are fascinated by it, and
their knowledge comes from TV, but I don’t
think it will catch on since Christmas, with all
that traditional food, is not far behind. Halloween is a holiday the kids have embraced,
and many adults shake their heads at, and I
think they think that is enough ‘Amerikana’

up) is very important in everyday life.
Life is very hectic, especially at this time
of the year, and we need to be able to slow
down and feel at rest. Somehow, the stores I
visited in Norway make customers feel this
way and therefore they are also more likely
to shop. Rarely does one walk out emptyhanded after such a pleasant visit.
We are still using a mix of old and new
with a palette of natural colors, combining
with the use of silver, zinc or any metal finish – dark or light. The fabrics that are used
this year include a lot of velvet, linen and
burlap mixed in with reindeer or sheepskin,
which are still very much in use.
for the fall,” says Heidi Håvan Grosch.
Richard Ruth of Transatlantic Consulting has a different outlook. For their part, the
Ruths, who have a home in Norway in Auli
and celebrate Thanksgiving there, turn the
Macy’s parade on their computer after dinner and enjoy a nice evening of Thanksgiving football via the wonders of technology.
“I’ve always stated that I’m surprised
that Norway, with its close familial ties to the
U.S., has not informally adopted Thanksgiving in a more widespread fashion. The principles of the holiday are easily transferable
to any culture, but especially Scandinavia
where fellowship with friends and families
is especially revered,” he says.
Whether or not Thanksgiving catches on
in Norway, to all our readers we say: Happy
Thanksgiving, and God Høsttakkefest!

Advent

with Inger Hagerup

In Norway, Advent begins the countdown to
Christmas. The candle is lit each Sunday, and
this poem by Inger Hagerup is often said.

Så tenner vi et lys i kveld,
vi tenner det for glede
Det står og skinner for seg selv
og oss som er tilstede
Så tenner vi et lys i kveld,
vi tenner det for glede

So we light a candle in the night,
we light it for joy
It stands and shines for itself and us
that are present
So we light a candle in the night,
we light it for joy

norwegian american weekly		
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A concert to remember New board of directors
Arne Nordheim Commemorative Concert
Scandinavian Park,
dedicated to the memory of fallen victims of July 22 Inc. NFP elects new
leadership and
announces 2012 events
Scandinavian Park, Inc. NFP
South Elgin, Ill.

Photo: Lee Ryder

Per Brevig conducts Grieg Festival Orchestra with Darrett Adkins as the cello soloist in Nordheim’s
Concerto for Cello and Orchestra TENEBRAE, at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Center, Oct. 30.

Paul Turok

Turok’s Choice

Per Brevig is a superb conductor and
planned this extraordinary concert which
took place at Alice Tully Hall at New York
City’s Lincoln Center, on Oct. 30 in a most
interesting fashion. He presented three pieces by Grieg: Funeral March for Rikard Nordraak, Symphony in C Minor and the Piano
Concerto in A Minor. The fourth composition was Nordheim’s Tenebrae for Cello and
Orchestra.
The first two pieces are seldom heard.
Nordraak was a composer and good friend
of Grieg. He died at 24, and Grieg’s “Funeral
March” is a most impassioned piece in honor
of his friend. The “Symphony in C Minor” is
an early work that deserves to be performed
more often. Obviously, the audience as well
as the orchestra loved the piece which was
clear in Per Brevig's compelling interpretation. Brevig does an excellent job, expressing the emotion and vigor of the work. He
was able to draw a beautiful, lyrical sound
from the orchestra which is remarkable for
an orchestra who does not perform together
on a permanent basis.
Darrett Adkins was a great soloist in
Arne Nordheim’s substantial Tenebrae for

< princess
From page 3

Despite the fact that she is right in the
public eye, she considers herself to be a very
private person.
“She puts great value on having her own
space and being alone,” said her husband,
HRH Crown Prince Haakon.
In the two-part documentary series by
NRK, the Crown Princess is honest in her
struggles with becoming a member of the
Royal family, and her life as a princess.

Cello and Orchestra. It is obviously a major
work. The opening was exciting with high
sounds (from piano, celeste and violins)
from the orchestra and repeated motives in
the cello. Later, the solo part turns lyrical.
The 25-minute piece investigates the free
forms Nordheim used, with several climaxes
in the tuttis. It proves an impressive work,
played to the hilt by Adkins.
The concert finale was Grieg’s Piano
Concerto, gorgeously played by Anne-Marie
McDermott. Brevig's accompaniment was
first class. He received heartfelt playing from
his excellent orchestra. He obviously knows
the music, including the Nordheim which
bristles with difficulties.
In light of the horrific attack that took
place in Norway on July 22, 2011, the Edvard
Grieg Society, Inc. N.Y., had rededicated this
concert to the fallen victims of the tragedy
in Norway and hoped that this musical program would give solace to the members of
the Norwegian audience as well as the audience at large. The audience responded to the
music with a strong emotional reaction and
warm applause.

On their wedding day Aug. 25, 2001,
HM King Harald described the princess as an
extraordinary girl. “You are extremely open
and honest, you are extraordinarily committed, you have an extraordinary willpower,
you are exceptionally brave, you have today
made an unusual choice, you are extremely
in love with the Prince – and today you have
chosen to go into an extraordinary life.”
The King’s impression of his daughterin-law does not seem to have changed.
“I think we have a Princess who is as
beautiful inside as outside,” he said.

AIR – SEA – LAND SPECIALISTS
It’s not too early to book for Christmas – SAS special air fares

Contact us for all your travel needs, domestic and worldwide
7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Fax: (718) 238-3604 • gerd@kontiki-travel.com

Scandinavian Park, Inc. NFP members
elected long-time park member Judy Seifert of Bartlett, Ill., as their new President
on Saturday, Oct. 29, 2011 at the Scandinavian Park, Inc. NFP Annual Meeting. Tom
Cleveland of Sycamore, Ill. was elected the
new Vice President. Secretary Jackie Moline
of Evergreen Park, Ill., and Treasurer Jack
Grandin of Darien, Ill., were re-elected to
their positions. Two new Class “A” trustees
Maureen Wirth of South Elgin, Ill., and David Yaeger of Crystal Lake, Ill., were elected
and join re-elected Class “A” trustees Caroline Christensen of Chicago, Ill., Dan Kohorst of Geneva, Ill., and Carol Hoidahl of
Palatine, Ill., on the board.
Past President Walter Anthonsen of
Loda, Ill., was thanked for his many years of
service and dedication to the board. Anthon-

For more information about Scandinavian Park,
Inc. NFP, visit www.vasaparkil.com.

sen will continue as the Scandinavian Day
Festival Chair for 2012 with Joy Thorbjornsen-Coates of Chicago, Ill, as his Co-Chair.
The 33rd Annual Scandinavian Day Festival
at Vasa Park, Route 31, South Elgin, Ill., is
scheduled for Sept. 9, 2012, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Scandinavian Park, Inc. NFP is also
represented by three auditors and a group
of Class “B” trustees who are appointed by
their respective Scandinavian lodges and organizations.
The scheduled 2012 Scandinavian Park,

See > park, page 15
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Norwegian heritage

Norwegian Language Corner
The boys from Vangen:

Written by Leif Halse
Vangsgutane, a classic series in Norway from 1941 to present, was used as curriculum material in
Norwegian schools, as the series had easy-to-read text with pictures. Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri
My Astri Publishing brings the copyrighted bilingual English/Norwegian serialization of “The
Boys From Vangen: Vangsgutane” to the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly to practice
their Norwegian reading skills, as well as enjoy a Norwegian classic!

BLIR STEINAR MISTENKT?
Hesten står helt rolig og venter. Med
mye strev greier Steinar å få sluffa på meiene
igjen. Hallstein Breiset ligger framleis som
livløs i snøen, men Steinar sliter og tar i, og
får omsider den tunge mannen opp i setet. Så
tar han tommene og jager på hesten, og Breisetblakken setter i veg så snøklumpene fyker
unna hovene.
På Breiset blir det stort oppstyr da Steinar kommer kjørende til gards. Folk kommer løpende og bærer Hallstein inn. En
dreng leier Blakken inn i stallen, og en annen stormkjører etter legen. Ingen har tid til å
tenke på Steinar, så han bare tar ryggsekken
sin og rusler heimover.
Dagen etter kommer lensmannsbetjenten til Vangen. Han forteller at om kvelden
før hadde Hallstein Breiset ei lommebok med
mange penger i. Med da de bar han inn heime,
var både boka og pengene borte. Steinar blir
rød av harme og spør om betjenten virkelig
trur at det er han som har stjålet pengene.
Slikt vil han ikke ha sittende på seg.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud
Huntrods – Illustrated by Jens R. Nilssen

WILL STEINAR BE SUSPECTED?
The horse stands calmly waiting. After
a struggle, Steinar manages to get the sleigh
back onto its runners. Hallstein Breiset is
still lying lifelessly in the snow, but Steinar
grabs hold of him and pulls, and finally manages to get the heavy man up in the seat. Then
he takes the reins and hurries the horse on,
and the Breiset horse takes off so fast that the
snow clumps fly from its hooves.
At Breiset there is a lot of commotion
when Steinar comes driving into the farmyard. People come running and carry Hallstein in. A farmhand leads the dun horse into
the stable, and another drives like the wind
for the doctor. Nobody has time to think
about Steinar, so he just takes his backpack
and heads toward home.
The next day, the sheriff’s deputy comes
to Vangen. He says that the evening before,
Hallstein Breiset had a wallet with a lot of
money in it. But when they took him into the
house, both the wallet and the money were
missing. Steinar becomes red in the face with
indignation and asks the deputy if he really
thinks that it was he who stole the money. He
doesn’t want such a thing to ruin his reputation.

Vangsgutane bilingual book available for $19.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com

Creative Norwegian-American
Mark Iverson of Mount
Vernon, Wash., shares
his creative energy
with the community
Solveig Lee

Mount Vernon, Wash.

Starting as a child, Mark Iverson of
Mount Vernon, Wash., has expressed his creativity through the arts. During high school,
Mark created props for the school plays, and,
at one point, took center stage, for Mark’s
talents were not only visual. He had a flare
for the dramatic. Mark was Charlie Brown in
“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.” He
designed a soft sculpture, “Snoop,” that won
a purchase award in the Annual National Lutheran Student Art Award Program and was
featured during Lutheran Brotherhood’s 20th
Annual Fine Arts Festival. Then there was the
time the family returned home and pulled the
shower curtain to one side. The bathtub was
overflowing with flowers! Mark and a friend
were arranging flowers for a wedding.
Mark graduated from Mount Vernon
Union High School, then Western Washington State College in Bellingham, Wash.,
where he earned a BA in art. Mark began the
flower business, decorating for weddings, arranging flowers for funerals, and other occasions, catering for events as well.
Mark loves the arts, but he has many
other interest such as history. Skagit County
is the home of many Scandinavians, and he
has learned about his family’s roots there. In
addition, he has traveled to the farms of his
roots, the Iverson and Vike farms in Norway.
He has hosted lutefisk dinners and Scandianvian festivities.
Mark has decorated homes in the Puget
Sound area for Christmas and makes weekly
trips with flowers to Gene Juarez salons in
the Seattle area. He ran a restaurant on the
revetment, then on Pine Square. Settings
were always unique and the food was good.
In Mount Vernon, Mark headed the Festival of Trees when it was held on the Fair-

< adventure
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Royal Norwegian Consulates
in North America

Edvard Grieg Society,
Inc. New York

Manitoba

Norwood, N.J.

Consul Natalie Denesovych

For more information, contact
Executive Director Berit Brevig
Phone: (201) 750-0526
Online: edvardgriegsocietyny.org

Royal Norwegian Consulate
603 Pasadena Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3T 2S8
Telephone : (204) 489-1626
Telefax: (204) 489-4632
E-mail: ndenesovych@shaw.ca

For the full list of organizations,
visit noram.norway.com/organizations

For a listing of all consulates,
visit noram.norway.com/organizations
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Norwegian ancestry (even a little bit counts)
who are interested in auditioning. The series
follows 12 Norwegian-Americans who fly
to Norway and immerse themselves in the
culture and compete in a series of extreme
challenges that test their skills, courage and
determination. The winner receives a cash
prize of $50,000 and will meet Norwegian
relatives they don’t even know exist.
“We’re looking for people who have
a deep curiosity or passion for their Norwegian heritage, and want to have a life
changing adventure,” says David O’Connor,
Director of Casting at Chicago’s O’Connor
Casting Company. “Last season’s contestants came from all over the United States
with a variety of careers including a cowboy,
truck driver, massage therapist and theme
park designer.”
Maryland contestant Kimberly Nolan,
who is dubbed season two’s “Single Gal”
says, “The experience was magical. Even
though I didn’t win, I got to do everything
my ancestors would be doing if they weren’t
brave enough to emigrate to the U.S.” Nolan, who slept in an ice cave and visited the
church where her ancestors were baptized

Photo: Solveig Lee

Mark Iverson is an expert at his craft, from flower
arrangements to cooking classes and civil engagement.

grounds. As was his usual way, Mark thought
of children. Mark and his brother Gail made
antlers and donned miniature horses with
them. Children loved those “antlered reindeer.” With their Scandinavian heritage in
mind, Mark and Cherie Iverson (Gail’s wife)
decorated a Scandinavian Christmas tree last
year. The winner of the tree won not only the
tree, but also received dozens of rosettes – a
favorite cookie of Gail’s. The tree sold for
$2,700.
Mark is interested in his community.
He has been Mount Vernon’s “Citizen of the
Year.” This year he became a member of the
Skagit County Historical Board. Immediately, Mount Vernon celebrated its 120th birthday! There was Mark, busy setting up displays so that the public could enjoy Skagit’s
history. In addition, Mark organized Mount
Vernon’s Arts Commission. He can be found
teaching cooking classes at Gretchen’s. He’s
the owner of Mark’s on Pine Square, a floral
design studio with Courtyard Café and Catering Company.
Talented, creative, ambitious and a leader! It is often said that “Mark is the most creative person I have ever met!”
and married, also brought home a prize. “I
met my Norwegian boyfriend as a result of
being on the show.”
Season two winner Matt Rowe says
there’s nothing like this experience in the
world. “Sure the landscape was beautiful
and the challenges were really exciting, but
it’s the people who make Norway special.”
He adds, “And that’s something every cast
member experienced because we were there
for two weeks before anyone was eliminated.” Rowe forged so many friendships that
he’s thinking of moving to Norway.
Applicants need to have the following:
• U.S. citizenship
• Norwegian ancestry (even a
little bit counts!)
• Be over the age of 18
• Never been to Norway
And if you feel this show isn’t for you,
but know someone who would be perfect for
it, pass this information! Check out a clip
from Season two: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1mEEzsTnf50.
Shoot dates are two to nine weeks from
late April to late June 2012. For more information, search “Alt For Norge.” Applications are available at http://oconnorcasting.
tv/castingboard. Deadline is Jan. 8, 2012.

norwegian american weekly 		

sports

Update from the Tippe league
Tromsø’s Rushfeldt scores 172nd goal of career

Photo: Worldfootball.net

Sigurd Rushfeldt of Tromsø IL scored two goals against Rosenborg on Nov. 20, calling it “one of his
best matches in years.”

Trondheim, Norway

the Tippe league before the games on Nov.
20, but had to defeat Viking in Stavanger.
After 28 minutes Start took the lead on a
goal by Espen Hoff, but right at the end King
Osei Gyan ensured for a draw and thus Start
is ready for Division 1.
Stabæk lost 2 – 1 to Haugesund and the
problems only continue for Bærum’s club.
Brann faced rival Lillestrøm in Bergen and
took the lead after 27 minutes. Paul S. Andresen was sending off when he let Kim Oyo
in the ground inside the box. The spot kick
was developed in the goal by Rudolph Austin. Fifteen minutes from time, Oyo added
and thus the points were left in the west coast
city. Fredrikstad beat Ålesund after two late
goals by James Keene and Tarik Elyounoussi,
while Magnus Sylling Olsen reduced for the
tango shirts before Celso Borges set the 3 – 1
result to FFK. Strømsgodset beat Vålerenga
2 – 1. Morten Berre scored for the guests,
while Fredrik Nordkvelle and Mohammed
Keita scored the goals for the Drammen
club.

< park

S tandings
Tippeligaen		PLD

results
11/5

Fredrikstad

1–1

Start

1. Molde FK
11/20 Fredrikstad 3 – 1 Ålesund
2. Tromsø IL		
3 – 1 Rosenborg
11/20 Tromsø
3. SK Brann		
4. Odd Grenland		
11/20 Strømsgodset 2 – 1 Vålerenga
5. Rosenborg BK		
1 – 2 Haugesund
11/20 Stabæk
6. Strømsgodset TF
3 – 1 Sarpsborg
11/20 Molde
7. FK Haugesund		
8. Vålerenga Fotball
1 – 1 Start
11/20 Viking
9. Ålesunds FK		
2 – 0 Lillestrøm
11/20 Brann
10. Stabæk Fotball
11. Viking FK		
1 – 0 Sogndal
11/20 Odd
12. Fredrikstad FK
13. Lillestrøm SK
To read more about football in
14. Sogndal IL Fotball
15. IK Start 		
Norway, visit
Full Service Agency
With Experienced
16. Sarpsborg
FK		

www.uefa.com
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29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29

PTS

58
50
48
48
46
45
44
44
40
39
37
35
33
31
26
18
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information will help you make wise travel

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

Verrazano TraVel & leisure

1 (718) 979-6641
The Swedish Meatballs

Ellen Lindstrom 917-968-2926 inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

...a delicious musical experience!
www.theswedishmeatballs.com

Place your Christmas Greeting today!

Call us at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.com

2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

From page 13

Inc. NFP-sponsored events include: Saturday, March 3, 2012: Scandinavian Park,
Inc. NFP’s Annual Spring Dinner Dance &
Fundraiser at the Des Plaines Elks Club, Des
Plaines, Ill. Info: www.vasaparkil.com. May
5, 2012: Valborg Clean-Up Day at Vasa Park
with Volunteer Lunch. June 23, 2012: Scandinavian Midsommar Celebration & NEW
Viking Family Campout at Vasa Park. Aug.
11, 2012: Steak Fry with Crayfish Sampling
at Vasa Park. Sept. 9, 2012: The 33rd Annual
Scandinavian Day Festival at Vasa Park. Oct.
6, 2012: Annual Fish Boil & Harvest Festival
at Vasa Park. Oct. 27, 2012: Annual Scandinavian Park Membership Meeting. Nov. 3,
2012: End of Year Clean-Up Day at Vasa
Park with Volunteer Lunch.
The historic 25-acre Vasa Park is located
along the Fox River on Route 31 in South Elgin, Ill., seven miles south of the I-90 Northwest Tollway and five miles north of IL Rt.
64 North Avenue. For information, call the
park hotline at (847) 695-6720 or visit the
websites: www.vasaparkil.com and www.
scandinaviandayil.com. Look for the Scandinavian flags at the entrance!

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League

Our daily specials and regularly updated information
help ayou make
wise travel
decisions in
a constantly changing world!
decisionswill in
constantly
changing
world!

Kjell Olav Strømsli
The gold medals have already been
awarded to Molde, but the squad did not rest
against the relegation team Sarpsborg and
won comfortably 3 – 1.
In the encounter on Alfheim between
Tromsø and Rosenborg, it was clear that
Tromsø intended to be in the driving seat
for the silver medals. After eight minutes of
the top game on Alfheim, Sigurd Rushfeldt
headed home on a corner and sent the hosts
in the lead. Tromsø had total control of the
game, and there was no surprise when Rushfeldt added again after 65 minutes. He got the
ball from striker colleague Abdellaoue but
Rosenborg’s keeper for the evening, Erik M.
Bråthen, saved the first attempt, but Rushfeldt
poked in the return and the veteran striker
scored his 172th goal in his career. Mushaga
Bakenga hit back for Rosenborg four minutes later, but Mos Abdellaoue scored 3 – 1
after 79 minutes of play for Tromsø.
“It was fantastic... I played one of my
best matches in years,” Tromsø’s Rushfeldt
said after the match.
Start still had a hope of saving a spot in
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The season’s hottest item:

The cape!

Featuring great Nordic products
Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
and more!

Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Seattle,WA
Stylish, comfortable, high quality
woolen Nordic-style capes for women
now available in store and online

Visit us online at
www.thetrollscove.com
or our shop in Waupauca, WI

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

Committed to Delivering the World’s Safest, Most Effective Omega Oils™
The #1 Selling Fish Oil For Good Reason
■

Proven Purity and Freshness
All of our oils surpass strict international standards
for freshness and purity from contaminants

■

Great Taste
Exceptional freshness and 100% natural ﬂavoring for
great-tasting omega-3 nutrition, without the ﬁshy aftertaste

NEW!

■

Superior Absorption
Our true triglyceride form is 70% more absorbable
than synthetic ethyl esters1

■

Backed By Original Research
14 published clinical studies, with more than 30 underway

For free samples, visit: nordicnaturals.com
1. Dyerberg J, et al. Bioavailability of marine n-3 fatty acid formulations.
Prostaglandins Leukot Essent Fatty Acids 2010 Sep;83(3):137–141.
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