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Review of
“Luminous
Modernism”
Read more on page 3
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Til din fiende: tilgivelse. Til en
motstander: toleranse. Til en venn: ditt
hjerte. Til en kunde: service. Til alle:
nestekjærlighet. Til hvert barn: et godt
eksempel. Til deg selv - respekt.
– Oren Arnold
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News

City officials in Oslo, faced with
budget cuts, considered dropping their annual gift of large
city Christmas trees to London, Reykjavik and Rotterdam,
to save money. They apparently didn’t want to be seen as
Scrooge, though, and the trees
will be sent as usual.
(blog.norway.com/category/
news)

Sports

Norway’s cross country ace, Petter Northug, captured third place
in the 15km seaason opener in
Bruksvallarn, Sweden on Saturday. Maurice Manificat of
France won, with Sweden’s Johan Olson in 2nd. Northug was
very pleased with his placing
in the firsts race of the season,
considering the lack of snow
this winter. “It was a much better
start than last year,” he said. His
main Swedish rival over the past
years, Marcus Hellner, ended in
9th place.
(blog.norway.com/category/
sports)

Norway in the U.S.

The 97-year-old Norwegian tall
sailing ship HNoMS Statsraad
Lehmkuhl arrived in downtown
Norfolk, Va. on Nov. 14. It is is
sailed by the Royal Norwegian
Naval Academy’s first year officer cadets, who are participating
in leadership training and teambuilding during the trip.b
(blog.norway.com/category/norway-in-the-us)

What’s inside?

News
Business
Research & Education
Opinion
Christmas Gift Guide
Taste of Norway
Arts & Style
In Your Neighborhood
Norwegian Heritage

Established May 17, 1889 • Formerly Western Viking and Nordisk Tidende

Storberget resigns from post
Grete Faremo
appointed
as Minister of
Justice
Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

After six years of serving as
Norway’s Minister of Defense and
the Police, Knut Storberget stepped
down from his post on Nov. 11.
He was one of Norway’s longest-serving justice ministers ever.
“I have four good reasons to
resign,” he told NRK, referring to
his wife and three daughters back
home in Elverum, Hedmark County. After spending some time at

See > storberget, page 6

Photo: Ministry of Justice and the Police

Minister of Justice and the Police (pictured here on Nov. 4 with the chief of police Arnstein Gjengedal) stepped down from
his post Nov. 11. He is replaced by former Minister of Defense Grete Faremo.

The gift of heritage Frustrating delays

Share your love of Norway with
South Pole
inspiration from our Christmas Gift Guide

expedition sets
emergency camp
Norway Post
Strong headwinds force Vegard Ulvang’s team to set up an
emergency camp halfway into Nov.
13’s stretch on their trek towards

See > delays, page 6
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Jonsrud Sundby to compete
Photo: CH/www.visitnorway.com

This Christmas, share your heritage with some Nordic inspiration from our Christmas Gift Guide.

Welcome to the annual Christmas Gift Guide issue! The Christmas season is a time to share to
share traditions with family and
friends and of course, fellow Norwegians!
This year, we focused on finding some of the best Scandinavian
gifts found through Scandinavian
stores and independent artists. And
because some of the best presents

can’t be wrapped, we came up with
a list of memorable experiences.
In addition, we asked some
friends of the Norwegian American
Weekly to share their Christmas
wish with us. Their responses are
heartwarming and thought-provoking. What’s our wish? That every
Norwegian-American would subscribe to the Weekly!
The fun starts on page 8!

Cross-country skier
set to participate in
World Cup
Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

Cross-country skiier Martin
Johnsrud Sundby, despite his recent
struggle with an irregular heartbeat, will participate in the World
Cup opening at Sjusjøen. “It does

See > compete, page 6
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God Jul from Nordic Adventures
Meet Astrid Karlsen Scott at the Nordic Heritage Museum in Seattle, Wash. Nov. 19!
Ekte Norsk Jul I
$8.00

A book for the whole
family. Recreate
Norway’s Christmas traditions.

Authentic
Norwegian
Cooking
$25.00

Ekte Norsk Jul II

A best seller!
More than
300 authentic,
unchanged
rescipes. 16 full
color pages.

$8.00

Enjoy all the Norwegian Christmas foods
from rice cream to
julekake to lutefisk
and lefse.

Ekte Norsk
Jul III

$12.00

Cooking Norway
Style Christmas
Foods DVD

Traditional Christmas
songs in English
and Norwegian with
music, poetry and
stories.

$14.95

Filmed at Tine,
Norwegian Dairy
Kitchen in Oslo. 55
minutes of recipes.

Christmas in Norway
DVD $24.95
Let Astrid Karlsen Scott
guide you on an unforgettable Christmas tour to
Norway.

Buy both for $30.00. Save $9.95!

Buy all four for $40.95. Save $12.00!

7602 Holiday Valley Dr. NW Olympia, WA 98502
Tel: 1-800-618-0013 or 360-866-3798
www.nordicadventures.com

Fax: 360-866-8717

nordicadventures@comcast.net

Scandinavian Specialties

Order your traditional meats & holiday items now!
Pinnekjøtt
Fenalår/Spekekjøtt
Svineribbe

Svinestek
Julshinke
Fishpudding &
Fishcakes

Lutefisk
Lefse
Variety of Sausages

Be sure to check out our wide variety of imported food items
as well as our great selection of items for Christmas decorations and celebrations!
Come visit us! Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.– 4 p.m.
6719 15th Ave NW • Seattle, WA 98117 • (206) 784-7020

Visit us online at www.scanspecialties.com
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Top 1 percent Championing global change
The wealthy are getting
wealthier, but income
still evenly spread

Prime Minister Jens
Stoltenberg visits UN

Staff Compilation

Norway’s Mission to the UN

Norwegian American Weekly

In a new report by financial rating company AAA Soliditet, Norway's top 1 percent
is further ahead of the other 99 percent, with
approximately NOK 7 billion (USD 1.2 billion) more in adjusted net income for 2010
compared to 2009.
AAA Soliditet compiled statistics for a
report for Aftenposten. The company which
delivers credit and business information to
private clients, based its findings on the net
income figures reported on individual Norwegians’ most recent tax returns for 2010.

See > wealth, page 4

Climate and energy topped the agenda
when Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg met
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in New
York on Nov. 9. Issues like global health
and the global financial crisis were also discussed. While in New York Prime Minister
Stoltenberg also recieved the U.N. Foundation and U.N. Association of USA’s “Champion for Global Change Award.”
The Prime Minister stressed the importance of reaching a binding agreement for reducing global greenhouse gas emissions and
implementing effective mitigation and adaptation measures. He said the next round of

See > change, page 4

Photo: Emma Lydersen

Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg met with Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon at his office.

Anders Behring Breivik
continues isolation in jail
Norway Post

hibit, called ‘Luminous Modernism’ at the
Scandinavia House on Park Avenue near

Anders Behring Breivik, who is charged
with the terrorist attacks in Norway on July
22, was sentenced by an Oslo court to be remanded in custody for another 12 weeks.
The court found that it was still grounds
to fear that the accused could temper with
evidence, and that there was still possibilities that Breivik had received assistance in
order to carry out the terrorist attacks, in
which 77 people were killed and several seriously wounded.
The court also sentenced Breivik to
correspondence and visiting control for another eight weeks, and no access to media
for another four weeks. He has been held in
complete isolation since he was arrested on
July 22.
This was the first open remand hearing,
and long line-ups formed outside the court-

See > modernism, page 20

See > isolation, page 22

Photo: Thor A. Larsen

Paintings in the “Luminous Modernism” exhibit at Scandinavia House in New York City.

Thor A. Larsen
Fishkill, N.Y.

Anyone with a minimal interest in Scandinavian art and who will be in the New York
area between now and Feb. 12, MUST plan
to see the outstanding Scandinavian art ex-

War memorials listed in new register

For the first time, all of Norway’s roughly
3,000 war memorials have been compiled
in a new register that soon will be available
online. The list is a result of years of work
spearheaded by The Armed Forces Museum
in Oslo. around 150 people worked on the
project that’s due to be published online
at www.digitalmuseum.no on Nov. 22.
The memorials include everything from
statues and monuments to a small plaque
mounted on a bench. The last memorial
entered in the register was the new statue
of resistance hero Max Manus, which was
unveiled at the Akershus Fortress in June.
(Views and News from Norway)

Stagnation in R&D activity

Luminous Modernism 12 more weeks
A visit to the new art exhibit at Scandinavia House

This week on Norway.com

Preliminary figures show that Norwegian
business enterprises spent about NOK
18.5 billion on research and development
(R&D) in 2010. This is an increase of 1.7
percent in nominal terms compared with
2009, but a decrease of 0.8 percent in fixed
prices. There was a marked growth in
R&D activity in business enterprises until
2008, after which it stagnated. Measured
in fixed prices, R&D expenditures were
reduced slightly in both 2009 and 2010.
The business enterprise sector as a whole
expects stability in 2011. The estimates
by enterprises in the second quarter of
2011 indicate a weak increase in R&D
expenditure of about 3 percent.
(Statistics Norway)

Norway sweeps the 53rd Nordic Film
Days Lübeck

Marius Holst’s “King of Devil’s Island”
won both the renowned NDR Award for
Best Feature Film and the much coveted
Lübecker Nachrichten Audience Award
and “Coming Home” by Anders Øvergård
received the Prize of the Children’s Jury.
For the first time the Documentary Film
Prize went to a Norwegian film: “My
Beloved – A Film about Love and Courage”
by Hilde Korsæth. “Germany is the most
important foreign market for Norwegian
films, where twelve Norwegian feature
films will open theatrically in 2012,” says
Stine Oppegaard, Head of International
Relations, feature films of the Norwegian
Film Institute.
(Norwegian Film Institute)

Christmas is coming...

It’s a gift
that lasts
all year long!

Give the gift of the Weekly! Just $40 for one year for a new U.S. subscription

Save $15 of
f the
regular pr
ice!
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________ City/State/Zip___________________
Phone: _____________________ Email: _____________________ Join our newsletter? Y N

Purchase by December 7 for Christmas delivery!
Offer valid through 12/31/11 on all new subscriptions. Not valid on renewals.

Is this a gift? ___________________Given by: ____________________________________
Message: ________________________________________________________________

Send this form to Norwegian American Weekly, 7301 5th Ave NE Ste A, Seattle, WA 98115, or call (800) 305-0217 to pay by credit card
Proud to bring you the
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Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(November 14, 2011)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

Winners

5.7228
5.4696
6.7119
1.0182
0.735

Name		

IGE Resources
Sevan Marine
American Shipping Co.
Polaris Media
Scottish Salmon Co.

NOK

Losers
Change

0.04 100.0%
0.37 37.0%
3.10
26.0%
30.5 19.6%
3.17
16.9%

Name

Kitron		
Itera
Norse Energy Corp.
Morpol
Protector Forsikring

NOK

1.7
2.5
0.2
11.1
10.0

Change

-9.5%
-8.0%
-8.0%
-7.5%
-6.9%
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Power of the sun

Innovative young Norwegian duo designs
solar-powered charger for the iPhone

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care Insurance
Should you consider it?
Call me for honest straightforward advice.

(206)362-5913

www.obergltc.com

Service
With603
Experienced
5650 Full
24th
Ave Agency
NW, Ste
Seattle, WA 98107-4155
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our Experienced
daily specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel
Our daily specials and regularly updated information
will
help
you
make
wise
travel
decisions
in
a constantly changing world!
decisions in a constantly changing world!

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

Verrazano TraVel & leisure
1 (718) 979-6641

MULLAVEY, PROUT,
GRENLEY & FOE
inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com
attorneys and
counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

LEW I S O . T I T L A ND
Cert i f i ed Pu b lic Ac c o u n t a n t

(2 0 6 )789-5433
3 8 2 4 1 8 t h Av e
Seattle, WA 98119

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Small businesses
Individuals
S p e c i a l i ze d A ssi stance
Proud to bring you the
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Photo: Grønt Norge

The JovaBox 1-Serie is a solar-powered charger for the iPhone. Invented by two 20-year-old Norwegians, the bright idea is bringing in millions of kroner.

Julie Ryland
Norway Post

Two 20-year-old Norwegian entrepreneurs are making millions after designing a
unique solar-powered charger for iPhone.
What started out as boring summer
holiday, turned out to be a lucrative business
venture for Waleed Ahmed and Flemming
Sommerfeldt Bordoy. They were frustrated
with the low battery capacity of their iPhones, and designed a solar-powered holster
that could charge the device. The product not
only already earned them NOK 12 million,
but kicked off their entrepreneurial careers.
“They think big, unlike the typical Norwegian,” Bård Stranheim, Director of Innovation Norway in Telemark, tells public
broadcaster NRK. “It’s a Mark Zuckerbergkind of attitude.”
Innovation Norway helped the duo establish their company, Grønt Norge (Green
Norway), and build the prototype with a stipend of NOK 150,000. This year, the young
duo expects their company to report earnings

< change
From page 3

international climate negotiations, scheduled
for Durban next month, will be tough. The
proposals presented by the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on Climate Change
Financing, which Stoltenberg led last year
with Ethiopia's Prime Minister, need to be
followed up.
Secretary-General Ban emphasized the
need for innovation to find lasting solutions
to the climate challenges facing the world.
He emphasized that the High-Level Panel
has produced an important foundation for

< wealth
From page 3

I can help you with your changing insurance or financial needs.
Scott F. Peterson
(206) 783-2195
1713 NW Market St.
Seattle
Scottpeterson@allstate.com
Come and compare your current policy with one from Allstate.
Insurance and savings offered only through select company and subject to availability and qualifications. Savings applies to most
major coverages.Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company.

The figures include all forms of income minus all forms of deductions including interest paid on loans, normally an individual’s
biggest deduction.
Their spot on the net income ladder,
which AAA Soliditet calls Trinn 99, now
stands at NOK 1,224,300 per year (USD
223,000), meaning that 99 percent of the rest
of Norway’s 3.5 million taxpayers reported
lower net income than that.
The gap to the next level, Trinn 90, represents the top 10 percent in terms of net income and now stands at NOK 485,500. That
means, according to AAA Soliditet, that 90

of NOK 40 million.
Still, the success hasn’t gone to their
heads quite yet. “Don’t get me wrong, we
have a great life,” Ahmed says to NRK.
“Flemming and I have an agreement that
we’ll slow down a bit when our savings
reach NOK 100 million.” As for now, Ahmed
is still living at home, and Bordoy is serving
in the military.
However, it shouldn’t take too long before they reach their goal. Other projects and
contracts are in the works, and they are still
saving and working hard at opening up new
doors and opportunities. Last year they only
took out NOK 100,000 in salary, in addition
to the company covering all their travel expenses.
“Although we deal with a lot of young
people, these guys are at the very end of the
spectrum,” says Stranheim. “They have definitely found a recipe for success.”

further work. The panel's final report focused on innovative finance mechanisms to
fund measures that limit the effects of climate change in developing countries. Taxing
international financial transactions, aviation
and bunker oil are among the suggestions.
On Nov. 8, Stoltenberg was honored as
The Champion for Global Change at the annual Global Leadership Dinner of the U.N.
Foundation and United Nations Association
of the USA for Norway’s efforts in combating climate change, sustainable energy for all
and U.N. Millennium Development Goals.

percent of Norwegians reported adjusted individual net income below that figure. From
that point, the various levels (or trinn) on the
ladder come much closer together, indicating a lack of wide income disparity among
the vast majority of Norwegians.
Those over age 50, however, are now
taking a steadily larger slice of the overall
income pie, largely because of higher salaries, higher pension payments and higher
income from investments.
“High employment, centralized wage
settlements, a well-developed social security
system and a leveling tax system makes Norway one of the evenly-spread income distribution in the world,” says senior adviser Jon
Epland of Statistics Norway.
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Innovation, energy and climate
Transatlantic Science Week 2011 program
“Innovation Frontiers” draws 350 participants
Research Council of Norway
Interest in research cooperation between
Norway and North America has never been
greater. On October 25 – 28, 350 participants
gathered at University of California Berkeley and Stanford University for Transatlantic
Science Week 2011. This year’s theme was
“Innovation Frontiers.”
During the opening, His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Haakon of Norway emphasised how crucial it is that countries work together to solve global challenges, including
those related to energy and climate. North
American and Norwegian researchers have a
long-standing tradition of working together
on problems such as these.
“...Our countries and continents are
cooperating in research, education and innovation, seeking to find solutions to tomorrow’s problems today. ...There are top-flight
researchers, innovators and students on both
sides of the Atlantic. They gain from cooperation, and so do the rest of us. That is why
we are here today. To join forces in dealing
with the challenges the world is facing,” said
the Crown Prince, himself a UC Berkeley
alumnus.
In his introductory remarks at the opening event, Chancellor Robert Birgeneau of
UC Berkeley gave several examples of Norwegian-North American exchange and co-

operation involving his university, and confirmed that UC Berkeley is very interested in
strengthening its ties to Norway.
The Norwegian Government was represented at the event by Minister of Research
and Higher Education Tora Aasland and
Minister of Trade and Industry Trond Giske.
Minister Aasland unveiled her ministry’s new strategy on cooperation with North
America on higher education for 2012-2015.
The strategy calls for the allocation of NOK
10 million per year to promote institutional
cooperation and exchange between Norway
and North America. An additional amount
of roughly NOK 5.5 million (or USD 1 million) will be set aside per year for a five-year
period to help to fund visits to Norwegian
institutions by prominent U.S. researchers in
the field of education.
Minister Giske made a special point
of the need for Norway to learn more from
North America about cooperation between
universities and industry.
Vice Chancellor Graham Fleming of
UC Berkeley followed up Minister Giske on
this issue. “A research-based solution that
cannot generate income will not be utilised
on a large scale. And without large-scale implementation, such solutions cannot make a
difference in the real world,” he said.

The opening of Transatlantic Science Week at UC Berkeley drew a full house.

The week’s activities focused in particular on these perspectives as they relate
to energy, ICT, biotechnology and space research.
Later in the week, representatives of
political, researcher and business circles
gathered at Stanford University to exchange
hands-on experience regarding all stages of

Photo: Kristen Ulstein

production – from basic research via the development of technology to the commercial
product.
Most Stanford employees have one foot
in academia and the other in industry. “We
are continually being encouraged to be in-

See > Science week, page 6

God Jul
from the Scandinavian
Cultural Center
at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Washington

Join us for these Christmas events!
Saturday, November 19
Nordic Sweater and Other Nordic Things Exchange:
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. in the SCC Foyer

Danish Sisterhood Holiday Bazaar: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. in the
Scandinavian Cultural Center

Yule Boutique: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Olson Auditorium Fieldhouse
Sponsored by the PLU Women’s Club. Call Lynette at (253) 531-7481 for info

Friday, December 2
Sankta Lucia Fest, Lagerquist Hall at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 7
Norwegian Christmas Celebration in Scripture and Song,
7 p.m. in the SCC

Saturday, December 17
Nordic Christmas Fest & Buffet, 6:30 p.m. in the SCC

June 23 – August 3, 2012

Scandinavian Cultural Center

Pacific Lutheran University, 12180 Park Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98447
Phone: (253) 535-7322
Email: scancntr@plu.edu
On the web: www.plu.edu/scancenter
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volved in the commercialisation of ideas.
This is one of the reasons that Stanford does
so well,” said William Daly, former chairman of Stanford’s Computer Science Department, when he briefed interested Norwegians on the university’s activities.
During Transatlantic Science Week
2011, activities of the 11 Norwegian Centres
for Environment-Friendly Energy Research
were presented.
Transatlantic Science Week is a forum
that promotes cooperation between Norway
and North America in the areas of research,
innovation and higher education. The conference is organized by the Norwegian Embassy in Washington, D.C., the Norwegian
Ministry of Education and Research, the
Research Council of Norway and other key
partners. Organized for the 10th time this
year, Transatlantic Science Week has always
generated enormous interest, and its appeal
continues to grow.

< Delays
From page 1

the South Pole.
The expedition is currently 227 kilometers behind Roald Amundsen, and will have
some catching up to do when the weather
improves in order to reach the South Pole on
December 14 – the same day as Amundsen
did 100 years ago.
“Fortunately the temperature has gone
up to about minus 15-20 degrees, so we are
setting up the camp while we’re still in control,” the expedition wrote on their blog.
As of press day, they passed the point
from which there are “only” 1,000 kilometers left to the South Pole, and the temperature then was -30°C. They are now about
halfway across an area called Rossisen, and
about 700 kilometers from the mountains
and route leading up Axel Heibergbreen, at
almost 3,000 meters.
The expedition is 13-14 days behind
schedule, and is hoping for tailwind to be
able to catch up lost time. The past days they
have been trudging along in headwind, and
the last 24 hours they have moved 27 kilometers forward.
In comparison, Amundsen reported
great weather and hardly any wind from the
same area, and was able to get 50 kilometers
ahead on the same day 100 years ago.
Nine Norwegian and foreign expeditions aim to reach the South Pole on December 14 to celebrate Amundsen’s anniversary.
If Ulvang’s anniversary expedition makes it
on time, the plan is for Prime Minister Jens
Stoltenberg to greet them and join the team
for the last stretch to the South Pole.
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A note from the editor
SOSS: Support our Scandinavian stores!
By Christy Olsen Field, Managing Editor
One of my favorite
businesses per month, it
parts of this job is interwould generate $42.6 bilacting with our advertislion in revenue. For every
ers. We are committed
$100 spent at these local
to the same goal: To
businesses, $68 returns to
connect people to their
the community through
heritage in meaningful
taxes, payroll and other
ways. Here at the Weekexpenditures. If you spend
ly, we work with many
that money at a national
small, independent busichain, only $43 stays at
nesses all over the counthe local level. The addtry, and it is rewarding
ed bonus for shopping
to build relationships
at Scandinavian stores?
between our readers
Each purchase is an inand advertisers. After
vestment in heritage and
our summer break this
the Norwegian-American
year, we came up with
community that we are so
Photo: CH/www.visitnorway.com
the idea to showcase the Christmas is a time for sharing heritage and tradition. Support your heritage and local glad to be a part of.
different members of the economy this season by shopping at your local Scandinavian store.
In this year’s ChristScandinavian store commas Gift Guide issue, you
munity through the new
will find selected items to
in the market, and there is a common thread
“Scandinavian Store Spotlight” series. It’s that ties them all together: The more Scan- fit every budget and every person on your
become our favorite feature!
dinavian stores there are, the more vibrant list. We have made it a priority in this Gift
Each store has its own unique flavor the community.
Guide to source items that can be found at
and niche in the community. Some have
In these tough economic times, I be- independent Scandinavian stores and busibeen long-time institutions in traditionally lieve it is more important than ever to sup- nesses. As a small business ourselves, we
Scandinavian neighborhoods, like Ingebre- port independent businesses. Have you value every subscriber and advertiser who
tsen’s in Minneapolis (celebrating 90 years heard of the 3/50 Project? It’s a principle keeps this 122-year-old tradition thriving.
this fall!) and Scandinavian Specialities in I truly believe in and actively practice. In- So take a look at some of our favorite items
Ballard, where I go every Friday to drop troduced in 2009 after the initial economic for 2011 – there is bound to be something
off copies of the newest edition and say hi downturn, the concept is simple: Spending great for every Norwegian on your list.
to Bjorn and friends. Others, such as Out $50 at three local businesses each month
Not sure where the closest Scandinaof Scandinavia and Uniquely Nordic, have is an investment in your local economy. vian store is located to you? Give us a call
joined the scene in recent years as online- If half of the employed population spent or note – we would love to introduce you!
only retailers. Each store has its own place $50 per month at independently-owned
Happy Shopping!

< storberget
From page 1

home, Storberget will assume a seat in Parliament representing the Labor Party.
Storberget is replaced by current Minister of Defense Grete Faremo. Espen Barth
Eide will replace Faremo as Defense Minister.
Storberget had planned to retire at this
year’s municipal elections, but his departure
was delayed because the July 22 tragedy.
There’s no question that Storberget has
had one of the toughest jobs in Norway. As
head of the police, the courts, Norway’s intelligence unit and a host of other legal responsibilities, Storberget landed at the center
of the worst attacks on Norway since World
War II when a lone terrorist bombed govern-

ment headquarters and gunned down scores
of victims at a Labor Party summer camp in
July 22. Storberget’s own offices were destroyed, he lost colleagues and stood shoulder-to-shoulder with Prime Minister Jens
Stoltenberg, also from the hard-hit Labor
Party, as the nation went into mourning and
since has tried to recover and rebuild.
He praises Storberget for the job he has
done.
“He has completed the job with a major
effort, and is among the ministers of justice
who have served the longest in government.
It is a significant and very valuable Justice
who today resigns,” he said.
“It is a privilege to manage such an office, and I know you will come to value your
coworkers,” said Storberget to Faremo.

< compete
From page 1

not look like it is anything dangerous," said
his coach.
Earlier this fall, it was announced that
the Norwegian World Cup medalist was
struggling with irregular heart rhythm. He
had to sit out of training camp in Val Senales, but will now participate in the start of
the season at Sjusjøen over the weekend.
“He has been through the necessary research, and it does not look like the problems
he has with his heart is anything dangerous,
even if a precise diagnosis has not been set,”
said coach Vidar Løfshus to NRK. “He is
physically ready. If he manages to concentrate on the job ahead of him, I'm sure he's
going to be fast,” said Løfshus.

Norwegian Christmas Weekend
December 3 & 4
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
A Holiday Celebration
for the Whole Family!
Folk Art and Food
Live Music and Hands-on Crafts
Sponsored by David and Brenda Carlson,
Sons of Norway Valdres Lodge #1-503
Farmers & Merchants Savings Bank.

523 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa • 563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org
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Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Dear Editor,
Wow! I received Nov. 4 issue on Nov.
8, just four days after it was printed. That’s
nearly as fast as first class mail. You are sure
doing something right.
Of the articles I have read so far, I must
say I thoroughly enjoyed the one by Dr. Steinar Opstad. It reminds me of a quote I heard
some time ago: “Only an idiot thinks you can
run a government without taxes.”
Med vennlig hilsen,
Roger Sean
Marshall, N.C.

Dear Editor,
Thank you for your expansive and interesting coverage in the Oct. 28 issue of
King Harald and Queen Sonja’s visit to the
the Midwest and New York. Reading the
segments of the king’s speeches as an immigrant (in 1948), I felt proud and happy to be
a Norwegian-American as I was reminded
of the hard work and achievements many of
the early settlers have contributed to building this country. And I felt happy to have
contributed a tiny part of my legacy with my
book published in 2007 titled “Behind the
Blackout Curtains,” based on my own experiences of growing up in Oslo during the
Nazi occupation during World War II.
I have been told that my book became
part of an exhibit prepared for the Royal
Couple’s visit to St. Olaf College in North-

field, Minn., as a copy that had just been
gifted to the library by a family member in
Northfield. Thanks again!
Sincerely,
Ellen Dahlberg Zahl
St. Helens, Ore.

Dear Editor,
Norwegian clarinetist Nils Marius
Kjøsnes and Norwegian pianist Knut Erik
Jensen got resounding applause after their
Nov. 8 concert at California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, Calif.

Photo courtesy of Richard Londgren

Knut Erik Jensen (piano) and Nils Marius
Kjøsnes gave a concert Nov. 8 at California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, Calif.

CLU was the midpoint in their California tour, which began at Nov. 6 at San Francisco and concluded Nov. 12 at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in San Pedro. Their

Publisher

classical music got particular acclaim from
the CLU music professor and students in the
audience. Though they didn’t play music by
Edvard Grieg, the backdrop for their performance appropriately was an array of 12 posters about the Norwegian composer.
Sincerely,
Richard Londgren
Co-director of the Scandinavian Center
California Lutheran University
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

Dear Readers,
In December, we will publish the annual
Christmas Greetings issue, and we invite you
to participate in this fun tradition by placing
a personalized greeting. The cost is $10 for a
small greeting, and $20 for a large greeting.
Your greeting can be as simple as “Merry
Christmas!” or “God Jul og Godt Nyttår!”
To place your greeting, mail in the order
form on page 21 with a check, or call us tollfree at (800) 305-0217 to pay by credit card.
The deadline is Dec. 1, so don’t delay!

Merry Christmas!

Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
Staten Island, N.Y.

$10 for small ad
$20 for large ad (not shown)
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Need some inspiration for your Christmas shopping this year?
Here are some of our favorite Scandinavian finds for every budget
and person on your list!

Gård Vintners Freyja Wine
For your holiday table
Named for the Norse goddess of fertility, Gård Vintners’ Freyja white wine is
an excellent wine for your holiday table.
Gård, meaning “farm” in Norwegian, is a
tribute to the Lawrence family’s Scandinavian heritage and farming tradition in
Royal City, Wash. The Freyja wine is a
blend of Roussanne, Riesling and Pinot
Gris grapes from the Lawrence Vineyards,
and recently voted as “Outstanding” and
“Best Buy” by Wine Press NW. And at
$11 per bottle, you might just want to get
a whole case to last through the holidays.
To order, visit www.gardvintners.com, or
call (509) 346-2585.

Price: $11

Oleana of Norway scarf
For the fashionista
Oleana of Norway is known for their exquisite craftsmanship in their
textiles and commitment to ethical, responsible production. Fall in love
with their beautifully knit scarves, which keeps away the cold with vibrant
colors and top-quality alpaca wool. A number of colors and patterns are
available. Call Chalet in the Woods at (253) 851-8678 for information.

Price: $175 – $195
As a child, our home focused on celebrating the birth of Jesus—God’s tangible
gift to all people. As an adult, I feel that much of American society has pushed
Jesus to a distant “corner” and shifted the focus to Santa Claus and the gifts that
parents give children “in Santa’s name.” My wish is that Jesus would once again
become the primary focus during Christmas – a day and time named after Him.

Anita Hillesland Londgren
Co-director of the Cal Lutheran University Scandinavian Center
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

Hand-felted Trivets
For the colorful cook
These hand-felted trivets are from Tuva Tøv, a tiny company in Stadsbygd, Norway founded by Dagfrid Enga Fenstad in 1995. Dagfrid creates wonderful products
of long-lasting quality, environmentally friendly techniques, in simple and unique
designs. We love felted wool for its natural insulating qualities, long history (it's the
oldest textile craft), and its wonderful design possibilities. Her hand-felted trivets are
a sweet and colorful way to dress up any table! Trivets are 8 x 8 inches. Available
through Ingebretsen’s at www.ingebretsens.com or (800) 279-9333.

Price: $25
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Kong Haakon chocolates
For the chocolate lover

My father, Alf Lowell, made a living as a halibut fisherman in Alaska. In
1946, I, my two siblings, and my mother joined my father in Seattle. He had
spent the years of German occupation of Norway in America. Names like
Ketchikan, Sitka, Petersburg, Juneau, and Anchorage became quite familiar
to the family as did the many intriguing tales from the halibut fishery. For
some time my father had his own fishing vessel, the Attu. I harbored a strong
wish to see the places my father talked so much about, and with him as my
guide. It was, however, not to be since a family tragedy, the drowning of my
older brother off my father’s boat, precipitated a move back to Norway. After
returning to the U.S. in 1967, the many responsibilities and demands relating
to family and career took center stage and an Alaskan excursion was never
realized. In retirement a desire persists to capture the spirit of my father’s
long-ago fishing adventures in the sea lanes, bays, and open ocean along the
Alaskan coast – a guided tour to these haunts thus becomes my Christmas
wish.

Odd Lovoll
Historian of the Norwegian-American press
Northfield, Minn.
A tradition since 1905, Kong Haakon boxed chocolates were at one time
an exclusive commodity because of rationing during World War II and high
taxes on chocolate. Be the favorite guest at this year’s holiday party when you
bring along a box of Kong Haakon. Available at Marina Market (www.marinamarket.com or 888-728-0837) and other Scandinavian retailers.

Yvonne's View

Price: $54.99

Claire Loken

To order call: (800) 321-3638
or order online at www.yvonnesview.com

Subscriber to the Norwegian American Weekly
Bradenton, Fla.

Nordic delicacies iNc.
6909 Third Ave. Brooklyn, New York 11209
Tel: (718) 748-1874 • Fax: (718) 833-7519

Cross-stitch kits
For the crafter

Price: $42.99

World

A stunning collection of photography from all over the world,
including priceless scenes of Norway. Yvonne Ericksen
Tschudi has captured 30 years of work and published this
keepsake edition. A perfect gift!

My Christmas Wish is that there could be peace for everyone in the world.

A wonderful counted cross-stitch
embroidery kit which features a Christmas motif: the red and white woven
heart with a bow. For the crafty person
on your list, consider this 10” x 10”
cross stitch. Or maybe you are good
with a needle and thread yourself? The
completed kit makes an excellent gift
as a Christmas decoration! Available
through Out of Scandinavia at www.
outofscandinavia.com.

of
her

www.nordicdeli.com
We ship via UPS all over the U.S.
Scandinavian Importers of Food, Chocolates and Gifts

Just arrived in time for Christmas!
Krumkaker Irons & Waffle Irons!
Special (hard to find) chriStmaS itemS:
Pinnekjøtt, Svinneribbe, Middags Pølser,
Midisterpølser, Homemade Sylte, Fish pudding & Fishcakes
Nøkkelost Cheese (limited quantities available)
Kong Haakon 1000 gr. & 450 gr., Twist Chocolate Bags
Daim Chocolate, Marsipan Pigs (large & small), Full line of Freia
Lerum strawberry, tyttebær and raspberry syltetøy

homemade cookieS:

Smultringer, Fattigmann, Serinakaker, Pepperkaker, Sandkaker,
Sirupsnippers, Krumkaker, Kransekaker, Julekaker, and more
We ship anywhere in the U.S.!

chriStmaS giftS:

Hats, gloves, cups, tableclothes, cheese slicers, Norwegian cookbooks,
and much, much more!
God

Vi ønsker våre kunder

Jul &Godt Ny ttÅr!

Visit our Facebook page!
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Recommended reads
Great books to give and receive this year
E 801 Lauritzen Lane, Waupaca, WI 54981
(715) 256-9930 • info@thetrollscove.com

God JuL oG Godt Nyttår!

Kelsey Larson
Copy Editor

Find all your Christmas presents here!

Looking for the perfect gift for the reader in your family? Look no further. These
great reads offer something for everyone,
and are written by subscribers to the Norwegian American Weekly!

tales, and traditions of Scandinavia’s peculiar
colony in the Midwest. A must-read for anyone passionate about their Scandinavian heritage, especially with a Midwest connection!
(Price: $22.95, ISBN: 978-0-81666743-7).

Laila perfume — Norwegian sweaters — Suzanne Toftey tiles
Trolls & Gnomes — and much, much more!

“Birkebeiner” by Jeff Foltz
The American Birkebeiner, with its
8,000 participants, is the largest Nordic ski
marathon in North America. Jeff Foltz has
completed the 52 kilometer (32 miles) race
five times. It was there that he first saw a portrait of two medieval soldiers, heavily armed,
on skis, and carrying a curly haired infant.
He made the reasonable assumption that the
men were not baby sitters, but what were
they? Never one to miss the opportunity to
cross country ski, Foltz made his visit in the
winter and skied terrain similar to that which
his characters traversed over 800 years ago.
The result is this novel, Birkebeiner. (Price:
$17.95, ISBN 978-1936447930)

“Behind the Blackout Curtains” by Ellen
Zahl
Inger Berg is 11 years old when German
military troops invade and occupy Norway
during World War II, which creates immediate and significant changes in everyday life
for her and her family. A spectacular debut
novel set in Nazi-occupied Norway, “Behind the Blackout Curtains” is based on the
author’s own memories and historical verities of the occupation of Norway from 19401945. A great read for anyone interested in
historical fiction (Price: $15.00 + shipping,
ISBN: 1604612274).

Visit us online at www.thetrollscove.com

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

“Hard Water Blues” by Robert Wangard
From the pen of Robert Wangard, author of Target, comes a collection of harrowing stories entitled Hard Water Blues. Just
as Target did, these stories seem to channel
the haunting genre of crime fiction that is
so popular in Scandinavia at the moment:
authors like Norwegian Jo Nesbø and the
late Swedish Steig Larsson come to mind.
A great gift for a lover of suspense! (Price:
$16.95, ISBN: 978-145070624).
“The Boys from Vangen: Vangsgutane” by
Leif Halse
Following the loss of their father, the
boys from the Vangen farm – Steinar and
Kåre – tackle their father’s fieldwork and
fulfill his unfinished lumber contract obligation. Honest and quick-thinking, the boys
become role models for Norwegian children
through their numerous adventures and close
calls. Vangsgutane has been a classic series
in Norway since 1941, and the bilingual
book is translated by Norwegian-American
publishing company Astri My Astri Publishing. Vangsgutane has been serialized in
the Norwegian American Weekly since Fall
2010, and is a favorite of those who want to
practice Norwegian reading skills! (Price:
$19.95, ISBN: 9780976054153).
“Axe of Iron” series by J.A. Hunsinger
What happened to the Vikings in Greenland? After decades of research, author J.A.
Hunsinger’s knowledge of Norse and Native
customs turns history into adventure in this
sweeping saga of adventurers who toil tirelessly, love lustily, and fight fiercely to conquer a raw and brutal land. “The Settlers”
(Price: $17.95, ISBN: 987-0-9801601-0-9)
and “Confrontation” (Price: $16.95, ISBN:
978-0-9801601-5-4).
“Vikings in the Attic” by Eric Dregni
What does it actually mean to grow up
Scandinavian-American or to live with these
Norwegians, Swedes, Finns, Danes, and Icelanders among us? In “Vikings in the Attic,”
Dregni tracks down and explores the significant – and quite often bizarre – historic sites,

“We Are Going to Pick Potatoes” by Irene
Levin Berman
Irene Levin Berman was born, raised,
and educated in Norway. Her first conscious
recollection of life goes back to 1942, when
as a young child she escaped to Sweden, a
neutral country during World War II, to avoid
annihilation. Germany had invaded Norway
and the persecution of two thousand Norwegian Jews had begun. This is not a narrative
of the Holocaust alone, but the remembrance
of growing up Jewish in Norway during and
after WWII. In addition to the richness of
both her Norwegian and Jewish cultures, she
ultimately acquired yet another identity as an
American (Price: $28.00, ISBN 978-0-76175011-3)

“Magnus the Troll” by Gwen Welk Workman
Two books in a series of five, written
by Gwen Welk Workman and illustrated
by Robert Arista. Using her grandsons and
her childhood, Gwen has created stories of
a lonely old troll and five active boys. Each
book teaches a lesson of life. Her story is told
not only in words but by the beautiful illustrations of Robert Arista. They are working
on book three which they hope to have published next year. Perfect for that little Norskie in your family! “Magnus Meets Peder’s
Cousins” (Price $9.95, available through The
Wooden Spoon).

My wish is that every man and
woman would have the great fortune to enjoy a significant other
as kind, loving, genteel, generous,
trustworthy and tolerant as my precious husband George.

Leslee Lane
Hoyum
Contributing Editor
Rockford, Minn.
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When I was growing up, Christmas wasn’t as elaborate as it is now. We exchanged gifts with family members, but they were modest and often homemade. What I remember most about Christmases past are not the gifts but
the fun we had at our family Christmas celebrations. I can also remember
celebrating Christmas at church. Singing in the children’s choir, being in the
Sunday School Pageant, and receiving that small bag of hard candy afterwards. This year many families will be having a modest Christmas because
of hard economic times. My Christmas wish for everyone this year is that
they will find great joy in the message of Christmas and in the love of family and friends. That has always been the best part of Christmas for me. My
prayer is that the same will be true for everyone this Christmas.

Pastor Jerry Larson
Contributing Editor for Pastor Jerry’s Corner
Zimmerman, Minn.

Coffee Art

For the coffee lover

T h e L it t l e Viking Gift Shop p e

Know someone who loves coffee and Norway? This one-of-a-kind art is painted with, you guessed it, coffee. Hand-painted by Nordic-American artists Andrew
Saur and Angela Sarkela-Saur in Duluth, Minn., they have a wide variety of Nordicinspired pieces (Kaffe Telemark is shown above) that add a touch of flair to any
Nordic home. Original 16” x 20” paintings are $400, and limited edition signed 8” x
10” prints are $10. To order, visit www.justcoffeeart.com or call (218) 348-7955.

Cod liver oil
For the health-conscious

a touch of Scandinavia in southern California

Come see our new shop in Temecula!
Fine gifts and collectibles, cooking supplies, clothing, and more!
Seaport Village • 817 West Harbor Dr.
San Diego, CA 92101

(619) 232-7160 • (951) 676-6800
www.thelittleviking.com

Old Town • 28480 C Old Town Front St.
Temecula, CA 92590

Land of the
Midnight Son:
Norwegian Christmas in America

YourYour
favorite
Norwegian,
American,
Sami and
favorite
Norwegian
and American
Huron
Christmas
sung music
by Linda
Christmas
songs songs
and native
from(Gundersen)
the Sami
Olaperformed
Gjeilo onby
Piano,
Brian
andPriebe
Huronwith
people
Lindaand
(Gundersen)
Priebe
on Alphorn, Trombone,
Percussion.
Priebe,
Mezzo-Soprano,
Ola Gjeilo,and
Piano,
and Brian
Translations
www.LindaPriebe.com.
Priebe
Alphorn,atTrombone,
and Percussion.

The perfect gift for ALL of the
Norwegian-Americans on your list!

The perfect gift for the Norwegians on your list!

Available
Norhouse.com;
Price:
$15.00 online
+ $3.00 at
shipping
& handling
Amazon.com;
Itunes.com;
Buy secure online at cdbaby.
com or www.ArriviMarketing.com
order direct from the artists by
email your order to
email toorArriviMarketing@aol.com.
Arrivi@ArriviMarketing.com
$15.00

Quantitieswill
arebe
limited
–
Quantities
limited
Get yours
yours TODAY!
TODAY!
Get

Norwegians have long touted the
health benefits of cod liver oil, but it
was hard to get past the smell and taste.
Thanks to the advanced technology of
molecular distillation, there is not a hint
of fishiness in Nordic Naturals cod liver
oil. Turn over a new leaf for the new
year, and add a spoonful of cod liver oil
to your day. Try it in your salad dressing
(seriously) and popcorn (yes, just give it
a try). Available in the health food section of grocery stores, or through www.
nordicnaturals.com.

Price: $24.95 and up

Lapskaus Boulevard
Norwegian Brooklyn Revisited
By Siv Ringdal
The book takes you back to the Norwegian
colony in Brooklyn in the period 1945-1975.
Hundreds of photographs provide a
glimpse of the everyday lives of Norwegian
immigrants.

Buy the book at: www.goldenslippers.no
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for all of your holiday gifts!
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Bunad tie
For the bunad-less man

Norwegian sweaters, games and toys, books, CDs,
jewelry, original artwork, and other great items.

Call 1-800-979-3346 for a catalog,
or shop online at vesterheim.org.
Your purchases support Vesterheim Museum.

523 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa • 563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org

Confirmation, 17th of May celebrations, weddings – there are many occasions to
wear a bunad, the festive Norwegian national costume. Norwegian design company
SPTZBRGN has come up with a new way for men to celebrate Norwegian heritage:
the bunad tie. Hand-embroidered in Norway with the highest-quality wool, the bunad
ties come in a growing number of regional bunad patterns. Available through Chalet
in the Woods at (253) 851-8678.

Price: $400
First, I wish for the continued healing process in Norway after the horrible events
of July 22. Then, on a personal note, I wish that my four grandchildren, Knut,
Synnove, Bergen and Ada, enjoy the Setesdal sweaters knit for each of them by
their Mor Mor Mimi, without complaining that they are scratchy!

Gary Gandrud
Consul General, Royal Norwegian Honorary Consulate General
Minneapolis, Minn.

G ive t h e
G ift o f
L an gu ag e!

Register now for Norwegian
language programs!
• Summer Youth 1, 2, and 4 week programs
• High School Credit programs
• Summer Day Camp programs
• Winter and Summer family programs
• Register before December 1 and receive 2011
rates for 1, 2, and 4 week sessions!

www.NorwegianLanguageVillage.org

Lefse Queen Apron
For the lefse maker
Celebrate the lefse queen in your family with this dazzling Lefse Queen apron. Exclusive to the online shop Uniquely Nordic, this vibrant red apron with made with
teflon-treated cotton and is bejeweled with rhinestones. Visit www.uniquelynordic.
com or call (530) 520-0289.

Price: $24.95
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My Christmas wish is very simple this year. I wish that the world would keep
“Christ” in Christmas, I long to hear again people freely greeting one another
in the streets by saying, “Merry Christmas!” Jesus Christ is the reason for
the season! So, let me hear you say it with me! MERRY CHRISTMAS and
Happy New Year!

Arlene Bakke Rutelo
Owner of Nordic Delicacies and leader in greater New York’s
Norwegian-American community
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Personalized lefse turners
For the lefse making party
Commemorate a lefse party with these fabulous
personalized lefse turners from Lefse Time.
These hand-crafted, laser engraved lefse turners
are available in maple and cherry wood. Visit
www.lefsetime.com or call (800) 687-2058.

Price: $24.99

Odin’s Raven Blanket
For the Viking lover
Soft, cozy and plush in bold colors of
black, red and intricate white border,
the Odin’s Raven Blanket is designed
by Laurie Jacobi and made by Pendleton Woolen Mills of 100% pure virgin
wool. The blanket size is 64” x 80”.
The design can also be turned into a
rug in custom sizes and colors. Contact
Nordic Home Interiors at www.nordichomeinteriors.com or (612) 339-0000
for more information.

Price: $250 and up

For the love of all things Nordic!
What’s
on your
Christmas
shopping list?

Uniquely Nordic

• Scandinavian
Children’s
books
• Sissel CDs
• Dala Horse
cookie cutters
• Paper flag
garlands
Check out our
great selection!

Scandinavian Gifts & Imports

Find us online: www.uniquelynordic.com

113 S.Robertson Blvd
Los Angeles, 90048 CA, USA
Phone: +1 310 770 4678
la@moodsofnorway.com
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Moods of Norway Sebastian Sweatshirt
For the stylish young man

Celebrating 25 years of distinctive
European designs that combine
innovation and tradition.

253.851.8678

chaletinthewoods.com
Norway’s coolest brand, Moods of Norway, designs happy clothes for happy people.
For the young man, consider the Moods of Norway Sebastian sweatshirt. Emblazoned with Moods of Norway’s signature tractor, it’s a new way to show your Norwegian roots. Purchase online at Grandma’s Web shop at http://store.moodsofnorway.
com/us.

Handmade almond or peanut brittle
Place your Christmas order today!

Visit www.kaffehus.com or call (218) 422-6003

Kaffehus Bakery

Price: $98

Celebrating Scandinavian
heritage in Fosston, Minnesota

Suzanne Toftey Tiles
For the Nordic home
These popular tiles designed by Suzanne Toftey feature Norwegian
scenes with beautifully rosemaled borders. The tiles can be used as a trivet
or a wall decoration. Available through
The Troll’s Cove at (715) 256-9930 or
www.trollscove.com.

Price: $11.99
www.GardVintners.com

The Vikings of
Greenland.
What happened
to them?
Find out in the series by
award-winning author
J.A. Hunsinger

Axe of Iron Series
The first two books in a historical fiction saga

The Settlers

A tale of survival, strife, love, and the
quest for a new home in the face of
hostile opposition

Confrontation

The epic saga continues as the
Vikings settlers are confronted by the
indigenous peoples in the new land

Buy now for
Christmas presents!
Purchase from Vinland Publishing, Atlasbooks.com or Amazon.com

Vinland Publishing

On the web:

www.vinlandpublishing.com

Phone: (800) 247-6553 • Print and eBook editions available

I love the song “All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth” because the
little boy yearns for that which makes
life easier. So my Christmas wish echos
his and is two-fold. We all have our differences whether it is being an African
immigrant in Norway, wanting to marry
outside of the norm, or (heaven forbid)
a Norwegian who falls in love with a
Swede. My wish is that we all find a
way to open our hearts just a little bit
more and try to understand that which is
outside the box of our traditional thinking. On a more selfish note, I wish for
a bathtub.

Heidi
Håvan Grosch
Contributing editor
Sparbu, Norway
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My Christmas wish is to visit Washington, D.C., on Dec. 27 for
a day of remembering that includes four senses –
• To touch the etchings on the Veterans’ Memorial Wall to
honor in the stillness of early morning the countless families who sacrificed so much to protect our freedom …
• To re-live an invited luncheon at the offices of the National Geographic Magazine to remember on the date of our
wedding anniversary and how I met my wife years earlier
through an article in the magazine …
• To visit in the afternoon, the Eternal Flame at Arlington
Cemetery to remember the sounds of a canon salute in ear
shot on the day that President Kennedy was buried … and,
• To see the evening lights of the Christmas Tree at the White
House to reflect the deeper meaning of “Peace on Earth.”

Dr. Larrie Wanberg
Col. (retired) U.S. Army Medical Service Corps
Grand Forks, N.D.

Looking for a different
kind of Christmas
present to give?

Life of a young
girl and her family
in Nazi-occupied
Norway during
World War II.

1- or 2-hour interior design consulation

Only $15
plus $5 shipping

Line Grundstad Hanke
InterI or DesIGn
seattle, Washington
Phone: (206) 619-1328
email: linegh@aol.com
Visit us online:
linegrundstadhankeinteriordesign.blogspot.com

“An enjoyable and educational read...
I felt transported to war-time Oslo and imagined
myself the age of Inger. It’s a terrific book for
young people because it tells history in such an
interesting way...” – Norwegian-American reader
Send check or money order:
Ellen Dahlberg Zahl
P.O. Box 96, Saint Helens, OR 97051

Questions? Call (503) 366-9493

WOODEN SPOON
SCANDINAVIAN

For the Christmas ornament collector

Price: $17.50

By Ellen Dahlberg Zahl

Give the gift
of GREAT design.

Porsgrund Christmas ornaments
Porsgrund Porcelain company
has been a Norwegian tradition since
1885. Now, Porsgrund has teamed
up with the Red Cross to sell their
“hjertegull” Christmas decorations.
Ten percent of proceeds goes to the
Red Cross. These julekuler are beautifully crafted and come in eight different patterns. The perfect gift for
the person who appreciates the season
of giving!

Behind the Blackout
Curtains

SHOP

1617 Avenue K, Plano, TX 75074
twonordic@aol.com
We carry a complete line of Scandinavian gifts
and food, including lutefisk, potato sausage,
meatballs, cheeses, and herrings or napkins,
nissar, straw and pewter ornaments, Christmas
decorations, books and tee shirts.

Order now for all your Christmas needs!
Nisse with rice bowl and wooden spoon.
$89.95
Free shipping if you mention this ad!

Call us at 972-424-6867 or place your
order online at www.woodenspoon.ws

a great christmas gift!
Robert Wangard’s heartpounding anthology
includes stories such
as “Leif Erikson’s
Ghost” in which Pete
and sidekick Harry
McTigue set out for
a quiet day of fishing
only to discover there’s
something more deadly
than trout in the river!

As part of a Bible-study group at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Thousand Oaks, Calif., my wife Anita and I recently got a handout with choices
to stimulate our thoughts about “hope.” She and I separately listed “family” as a top priority, because during the year our extended family has
experienced death, serious physical illness, emotional challenges and consequences of economic setbacks. But I feel that at Christmas especially,
we can count on hope for expanded understanding and helpful healing.
Then, with further thought about the future, I visualized a parallel need for
hope in our nation and in our world. And I trust that with God’s help, these
hopes will be fulfilled. Now with Christmas approaching, I along with
countless others anticipate and count on the fulfillment of the greatest hope
of all, and for all—an enduring life through belief in Christ as our Savior.

HARD WATER BLUES
will make you laugh,
cry and want to doublecheck your windows
and doors. From the
author of TARGET,
which ForeWord
Reviews called “... a
terrific debut novel by a
(Norwegian-American)
writer to watch.”

Richard Londgren
Co-director of the Cal Lutheran University Scandinavian Center
and contributing editor to the Norwegian American Weekly
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

ISBN 978-1-4507-0624-7

$16.95

Order now for Christmas!

Available on-line at Amazon.com or BN.com, or visit your favorite
bookstore (they can special order if necessary). Also as an eBook!

www.rwangard.com
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Share the gift of experience

Not every gift needs to be wrapped – celebrate your heritage with these fun ideas
Kelsey Larson
Copy Editor

Looking for a unique gift this Christmas
season? Here is a list of multi-generational
gifts that honor Norwegian roots and give
lifelong memories.
The gift of education
Skogfjorden – Concordia Language Villages
Sit around a bonfire and sing Norwegian
songs, eat pannekaker and gjetost, and learn
about Norwegian greats such as Henrik Ibsen, Roald Amundsen and others through fun

interactive activities. It is not rare to see kids
on skis in the middle of July or counselors
dressed as trolls and Vikings at Concordia
Language Village’s Norwegian language
camp, Skogfjorden. Skogfjorden offers one,
two or four-week sessions for kids ages 7 –
18. The goal is to teach kids language and
culture through immersion language learning, as well as to foster an atmosphere of
community and acceptance. Send your kids
or grandkids and pass along the knowledge
of their heritage as well as the unsurpassable

“VIKING TO VICTORIAN” By Olaf T. Engvig

“What a splendid volume!” - P. Addyman, York Archaeological Trust, U.K.

This beautiful book is a first on iron used in ship building. It takes
you on exciting voyages on the high seas in an open, iron-riveted
150-year-old longboat, without navigational equipment. It presents
new theories on ship building in America 1000 years ago, and
analyzes the authenticity of iron in historic ships.
The book is 8.5” x 11”, hardbound, 176 pages. Color pictures and
index. “Viking to Victorian” is published by THEMO Publishing,
Los Angeles, 2006.

Only $49.95 for this beautiful book! Order now for Christmas

To order: • Mail check or money order to ENGVIG, 1451 Lomita Blvd. #4, Harbor City, CA 90710 (U.S. only).
• Visit www.engvig.com/olaf to order directly from the website.
• E-mail THEMO at: monaengvig@earthlink.net or call (818) 266-5170

Gudrun’s Kitchen
Recipes from a
Norwegian Family
Paperback: $22.95

A guide to Norwegian-American culinary traditions...
A family’s captivating immigrant history...
A vital documentation of our nation’s multicultural heritage.
By Irene O. Sandvold, Ingeborg Hydle Baugh,
Edward O. Sandvold, and Quinn E. Sandvold
ISBN: 978-0-87020-462-3
272 pages, 8 x 8

For both individual and resale orders, contact:
Chicago Distribution Center
11030 South Langley Ave., Chicago, IL 60628-3830
Phone: (800) 621-2736 Fax: (800) 621-8476
Email: custserv@press.uchicago.edu

Or visit:

www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/

gift of language learning.
Oslo International Summer School
Since 1947, over 25,000 international
students have studied at the Oslo International Summer School. This six-week program draws students from all over the world
to the University of Oslo campus to engage
in a number of exciting course offerings and
field trips. The Oslo International Summer
School admits students at the college level
and above, as well as continuing education
for adults. For more information, visit www.
uio.no/iss.
The gift of heritage
Genealogy research
Since 2004, Susan Andersen has made
24 family trees. “I get absorbed the whole
time I’m doing a family tree,” she says. “I’m
really interested in it.” Andersen’s trees aren’t
simply a record of birth and death dates, either. She includes towns where people lived,
even street addresses if she can find them,
and other relevant details. Though Andersen
specializes in families of Norwegian descent,
in both the U.S. and Norway, she has done
research involving many different countries:
Poland, Germany, Luxembourg, Austria, and
England, to name a few. Give the gift of heritage! To contact Andersen, call her at (847)
299-5396, or email her at susanfindancestors@gmail.com.
Bygdelag Membership
What is a “Bygdelag?” Bygdelager are
organizations comprised of descendants of
emigrants from Norway to North America.
Every “Lag” seeks to preserve and strengthen bonds with its home district or community-of-origin in Norway.
If family member or friend is curious
about their heritage and would like to find out
more about where they are from in Norway,
a Bygdelag membership is a great gift. The

Bygdelags have incredible access to Norwegian archives and family history by county,
and will also introduce you to people who
have roots in similar areas of Norway. Go to
www.fellesraad.com for more information.
Family Cookbook
Have some favorite family recipes that
deserve to be passed down to future generations? Create a custom cookbook through
Heritage Cookbooks. You can create custom
covers, add personal pages of family history,
photos in color or black and white, and more.
Visit www.heritagecookbook.com for more
information.
The gift of travel
Trip of a lifetime
Want to make unforgettable family
memories? Give the gift of a lifetime with
a tour of Norway. The Norwegian-American
tour company Brekke Tours offers trips from
June through August to many different regions of Norway, including Sognefjord, Hardanger, Telemark, as well as cities including
Bergen, Oslo, Stavanger, Voss, and scenic
Flåm. Heritage tours are also an option, as
Brekke Tours has extensive information on
all aspects of Norway and also makes extensive use of the Scandinavian languages.
Contact Brekke Tours at (800) 437-5302 or
www.brekketours.com.
If you want to personalize every aspect
of your trip, it’s smart to work with a travel
agency that specializes in travel to Scandinavia. Check out Borton Overseas (800-8430602 or www.bortonoverseas.com), KonTiki Travel (718-748-7400 or gerd@kontiki-travel.com), Verrazano Travel (718-9796641 or www.verrazanotravel.com). Plan
the perfect trip for you or someone you care
about, whether it is independent, escorted, or
a heritage tour to the original family farm.

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

Dregne’s
Scandinavian Gifts

God Jul to one and all!
Mange takk for keeping us on the corner for over 36 years
Extended holiday hours from Thanksgiving to Christmas
Monday – Saturday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. • Sunday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

100 S. Main Street, Westby, WI 54667
Phone: (608) 634-4414 • Toll-free: (877) 634-4414

Visit us online: www.dregnesscandinaviangifts.com
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“It is in the children of the world where we see the enormous deficiency of
omega-3 fatty acids that has resulted in serious health challenges that are devastating for the family. My wish is that, as a global family, we pioneer our
efforts to ensure that no child is ever deficient or lacking access to dietary
sources of these important fats. With thousands of scientific studies supporting omega-3 nutrition, the evidence is clear that we can truly make a difference in our children’s health by making this conscious effort.”

Nordic-inspired glassware
For the merry imbiber
We fell in love with the traditional design of
IKEA brand Godis glasses and Slom bottle, which
make the perfect holiday party table setting.They
are also a beautiful addition to anybody’s cupboard! Serve your favorite holiday gløgg or eggnog in classy Scandinavian style this year. A perfect gift for the holiday hostess! Find at any IKEA
store or online at www.ikea.com.

Joar Opheim
CEO, Nordic Naturals
Watsonville, Calif.

Price: $10.99
When I lived in Norway, I was located not an hour from Porsgrunn, where
every good Norwegian knows the porcelain factory has been located for years
and years. Then, my grandmother came across an almost-complete set of
Porsgrunn china in the Farmer’s Rose pattern in her friend’s attic! This is my
favorite china pattern, and the Porsgrunn brand reminds me of the time I spent
in Telemark. My Christmas wish is to complete the set...and maybe even also
add some colorful Farmer’s Rose glasses to the collection!

Kelsey Larson
Copy Editor and Subscriptions Manager for the Weekly
Seattle, Wash.

Norwegian dog sweater
For the dog lover

Norway and the Holocaust, the Untold Story

Is your love for your Norwegian heritage rivaled only by your love for your
dog? Then this is the gift for you. Made of Australian wool with a classic Norwegian
motif, your dog will be both warm and fashionable this holiday season! This item
rough
Amazon.com
or iUniverse
available
through www.dixiedogwear.com.

e: 1-800-288-4677 $18.95

anziger.com

“We are going to pick Potatoes”

Price: $48

Mystery &Romance in Norway

Hidden Falls by Carla Danziger
An American woman investigating the death of her cousin, a
feisty Norwegian journalist, encounters ghosts from the past,
danger, & international intrigue in the Sognefjord and Bergen.

“An exciting cliff-hanger...” ~Midwest Book Review
Available through Amazon.com or iUniverse
Call toll-free (800) 288-4677 $18.95
w w w. c a r l a d a n z i g e r. c o m

A memoir by Norwegian native

Irene Levin Berman

Book events and presentations in its
second year around the USA

Online at amazon.com,
Order from Barnes & Noble
Sponsored by Norway’s
Resistance Museum
(Norges Hjemmefrontmuseum)
Questions? Contact Irene at
Irenelberman@aol.com
or (860) 242-5330

“This ‘untold story’ about
what happened to Norwegian
Jews during the Holocaust,
deserves to be told – and now
it is.”
– Elie Wiesel

Published by Hamilton Books

w w w. n o r w a y a n d t h e h o l o c a u s t. c o m

WE DON’T JUST CONNECT GREAT CITIES.

WE CONNECT GREAT FAMILIES.

OSLO

589*

$

from
New York (JFK)

All fares are round trip via Helsinki (HEL).

Book now to get the best fares.
Contact your travel agent or visit www.ﬁnnair.com/us

* Applies to round trip economy class only. Minimum stay: Travel cannot commence before ﬁrst Sunday after departure from fare origin. Maximum stay: 30 days from fare origin. Child discount: 25% discount for accompanied children between 2 and 11 years old. No stopovers. Fares are valid for travel from
11/01/11 - 12/31/11. Additional weekend surcharge (Fri-Sun) of $20 will apply. Change fee prior to departure $250, after departure US$250. Non-refundable. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Offer is subject to limited availability, change and withdrawal without notice. Prices do not include US
Customs/INS/APHIS fees International Transportation Tax/Passenger Facilities Charges/September 11th Security Fee of up to $10/domestic and foreign Security and Airport Charges of $80–$230 depending on destination.

18 • November 18, 2011

norwegian american weekly

Christmas Gift Guide

Today, I wish for moderation, balance and understanding. I wish for us to learn
to walk in other people’s shoes and understand their needs, wants, concerns and
aspirations. I wish that everyone could just reach out to meet the other side half
way and to happily give a little more than one would want to receive. I wish that
each of us could follow the Musketeer motto “All for one, and one for all.” or the
Soldier’s Creed “Leave no man behind.” Together, and only together, through
compromise and shared gain and loss without prejudice, greed, malice, will we
as a world create a better way to live. I wish for a better way to live.

Blafre water bottles
For school-age kids

Ken Nordan

Contributing Editor, Batavia, Ill.

Founded in 2005, Blafre is a family-run design company based in Oslo, Norway. The company is run by Ingrid and Remi, and their daughter Nora (born 2005)
is the inspiration. Blafre’s retro-inspired range of items include greeting cards, gift
wrap, lunch boxes and more. We are a fan of the stainless steel water bottles, which
protect against the controversial chemical BPA. Blafre products can be found at the
Kids Scandinavian Shop online at www.ksstoys.com.

Price: $12.75

BetaRay Wallet
Handwoven Textiles

For the Norwegian-American man
Show your Norwegian heritage every
day with this wallet from BetaRay.
With every purchase of the wallet, 60
percent of the profits go to a memorial fund for the victims of the July 22
attacks. For more information, visit
http:// beta-ray.com or call (360) 7394134.

Kistefos Norwegian Pine

Price: $20

God Jul og Godt Nyttår!
Dragonship Rug

Runestone Rug

Odin’s Raven Rug

Heritage Rug

Torpo Floral Rug

Find us online: www.marinamarket.com
Largest selection of specialty
Scandinavian foods in the Puget
Sound and on the Internet

“Simply the Finest” in Scandinavian Design
Recliners

STRYN Flaming Birch

Rugs

•

FuRnishings

•

TEXTiLEs

•

Find all of your
Scandinavian Christmas food
items in store and online!

giFTs

MarIna Market

620 West 58th Street ~ Minneapolis, Minnesota 55416 ~ 612-339-0000

www.NordicHomeInteriors.com
You wIll fINd us...

• located at the corner of 58th Street and Lyndale Ave South
• 3 blocks North of the large Bachman’s floral on Lyndale
COnVEniEnT &
FREE PARKing

RugMARK ™ rugs are
made without child labor.

We stock all your favorite treats and
hard-to-find items from Scandinavia!

18882 Front Street
Poulsbo, Wa 98370
Phone: (888) 728-0837
Fax: (360) 779-4315
email: info@marinamarket.com
On the web: www.marinamarket.com
Blog: http://gotlicorice.blogspot.com
twitter: twitter.com/LicoriceShrine

norwegian american weekly

November 18, 2011 • 19

taste of Norway

Taste of tradition

God

Jul

oG

GodT

NyTTår!

Krumkaker to sweeten up your holidays
Offering all of your favorites from Scandinavia!
469 Stevens Avenue Portland, Maine 04103
Phone: (207) 874-6759 • Toll Free: (877) 874-6759 • Fax: (207) 874-6770

Visit us online: www.simplyscandinavianfoods.com

bqbqbqbqbqbqbqbqbqbqb

Collectible Porcelain Dolls

Celebrate Your Norwegian Heritage!
Each Porcelain Doll wears handcrafted bunad.
Great Family Keepsake; Excellent Gift!

Photo: Tine

These sweet wafer cones are a Scandinavian favorite!

These delicate cookie cones are a staple
at Scandinavian bakeries and bazaars. With
a hint of cardamom and baked to perfection,
krumkaker represent the best of Norwegian
cuisine: simple, pure ingredients that are allowed to shine.

You will need some specialty equipment
for these: A krumkake iron (available in castiron stove top and the convenient electric
versions), and a cone form, both of which
are readily available at most Scandinavian
shops. Enjoy!

763-424-4343
scandolls@comcast.net

w w w. s c a n - d o l l s . c o m
Christmas is traditions, food, music, and gifts
We have it all at Ingebretsen’s

Krumkaker
Adapted from Astrid Karlsen Scott’s “Ekte Norsk Jul Vol. 2”
1 cup white sugar
1/2 cup unsalted butter, melted
1/2 cup whipped cream

3 eggs
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp ground cardamom

In a small saucepan, melt the butter and remove from heat to let cool. In a medium bowl,
beat eggs and sugar until lemon-colored. Add the cooled butter, whipped cream and caradmom, and gently fold in the flour until combined completely. Set aside.
Preheat krumkake iron, ungreased, until a drop of water sizzles when sprinkled on the
surface. Butter the iron slighly for the first two cakes. Place a generous tablespoon of batter
on the iron, and close. Bake until golden brown, and remove with a fork. Immediately roll
into a cone shape with a krumkake cone form. Serve plain or filled with whipped cream.
“Ekte Norsk Jul: Traditional Norwegian Christmas Foods” by Astrid Karlsen Scott is part of a fourpart Christmas series on how to prepare for a traditional Norwegian Christmas. To order, call (800)
618-0013 or visit www.nordicadventures.com.

www.ingebretsens.com
Celebrating 90 Years!
Family owned since 1921

INGEBRETSEN’S

Scandinavian Gifts and Foods
Minneapolis, MN
800•279•9333
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Calendar of Events
What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Arizona

Nordic Guild Fair
December 3
Tucson, Ariz.
The 30th annual Nordic Guild Fair will
be held Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Streams in the Desert Lutheran Church,
5360 E Pima, Tucson, AZ. The Norse Federation, Sons of Norway, VASA, Finnish
Club, Danish Club and individual vendors
will sell ethnic foods, baked goods, Scandinavian crafts and collectibles. Free admission! Contact Gretchen at (520) 887-1114
or gcarew@comcast.net.

California

Christmas Fair
November 18 – 20
Los Angeles, Calif.
You are invited to Christmas Fair: A Taste
of Scandinavia! On Nov. 18 – 20, the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in Los Angeles and San Pedro. For more information,
please call Bjarne at (760) 631-5678.

Maine

Maine Nordmenn’s Julefest
December 10
Topsham, Maine
Sons of Norway Maine Nordmenn #3-664
will hold their annual Julefest on Dec. 10,
12 – 4 p.m., at the Sky-Hy Convention Center in Topsham, Maine. Smørgåsbord, silent auction, St. Lucia procession, dancing
around the Christmas tree, Scandinavian
music by Warren Johnson. $10 for adults;
15 and under free. Contact Gedske at (207)
215-6186 or gszepsy@yahoo.com.

Minnesota

Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast

November 22
Bloomington, Minn.
For 27 years, the Nordic community in
the Twin Cities has gathered together for
the annual Nordic American Thanksgiving
Breakfast. The breakfast benefits two Minnesota non-profits: Second Harvest Heartland and the Minnesota Military Family
Foundation. This year’s breakfast will be
held at the Grand Ballroom of the DoubleTree, 7800 Normandale Blvd in Bloomington. Doors open at 6:30 a.m.! Tickets are
$20 per person, and can be purchased by
calling (800) 945-8851.
Nordic Julekonsert
December 18
Minneapolis, Minn.
The Mindekirken Choir; The Norwegian
Glee Club of Minneapolis; The American Swedish Institute Male Chorus; The
American Swedish Institute Cloudberries; and The Pauline Fjelde Daughters of
Norway Damekor, will present a concert
of traditional Nordic Christmas music at
Mindekirken, located at 924 E 21st St in
Minneapolis. For more information, call
(612) 874-0716.

NEW JERSEY

Scandinavian Import and Gift Sale
November 19
New Providence, N.J.
Start your Christmas shopping with the

33rd annual Scandinavian Import Festival,
which will be held Nov. 19 at Salt Brook
School, 40 Maple St., New Providence,
N.J. Proceeds benefit Scandinavian and
community charitable organizations! For
more information, call Karen at (908) 6651292 or email kjjenshoej@msn.com.

New York

Norwegian Christmas Fair
November 17 – 19
New York City, N.Y.
Visit our Christmas Fair to buy Norwegian
handcrafts, nisser, knitwear, jewelry, Norwegian fashion items, decorations, ornaments, tablecloths and much, much more!
Large selection of Norwegian food with our
cafeteria smørgåsbord. The Fair opens Nov.
17 at noon, and is open on Friday, Nov. 18,
12 – 8 p.m., and Saturday, Nov. 19, 12 – 6
p.m. The Christmas Fair will be held at the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church, 317 E 52nd
St. between 1st and 2nd Avenues. For more
information, call (212) 319-0370 or visit
www.sjomannskirken.no/newyork.

South Dakota

Lille Norge Fest
November 19
Rapid City, S.D.
The annual Sons of Norway Lille Norge
Fest will be held Saturday, Nov. 19 from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Canyon Lake Senior
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid
City, South Dakota. The festival will feature a Scandinavian food buffet, bake sale,
lefse, a raffle, music, dancing, and entertainment. An assortment of Scandinancian
crafts and gifts will be for sale. Call Nancy
at (605) 342-4226 for questions.

Virginia/D.C. Metro area

Norwegian Holiday Festival & Bazaar
December 2 – 3
Fairfax, Va.
Join us for the Sons of Norway Norwegian Holiday Festival and Bazaar! Featuring live musical and dance entertainment,
fresh waffles, lefse, homemade pastries
and more. Purchase traditional Norwegian
sweaters, linens, rosemaling, jewelry, chocolates, CDs, books (in English), & more.
Held at the Fairfax Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd. in Merrifield, Va. On Friday,
11 a.m. – 7 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. – 3
p.m. For infomation call (703) 861-4071 or
www.norwaydc.org

Washington

Gala Holiday Concert
December 4
Seattle, Wash.
The Norwegian Ladies Chorus of Seattle
invites you to warm up the winter season
at our annual Holiday Concert, which will
also celebrate the Chorus’s 75th year of
sharing our Norwegian heritage with the
community! Join us on Dec. 4 at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church (2400 NW 85th
St. in Seattle) at 3 p.m. for an irresistible
program of Scandinavian and American
songs, with solos by Beth Kollé, internationally-renowned Seattle harpist, flutist,
singer and authority on Nordic and Celtic
music. Velkommen! Donation: $12.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norway.com online calendar and the Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Photo: Thor A. Larsen

The painting “A Woman Sewing” by Harriet Backer is reminscent of French Impressionism.

< modernism
From page 3

38th Street. The exhibit includes 48 of the
finest works by pioneering modernist Scandinavian artists who were active artists at
the time of the first such exhibit held in New
York and other parts of the U.S. in 1912. Actually 20 of the artists and eight of the works
shown in 1912 are included in this exhibit.
In order to limit the discussion of this
exhibit, I will just focus on a few of the Norwegian artists and their works shown here. A
work by Henrik Louis Lund, “A Portrait of
Hans Jæger” caught my eye. The subject – a
mature, well-dressed man with a hat leaning
on a fence facing the artist – seems like a
confident, strong individual. The style of the
portrait is definitely impressionistic, providing the minimal of details of features of the
individual as well as background. Henrik
Louis Lund was a member of the ‘Neo-Impressionists’ and was known for his portraits
as well as landscapes.
A very dramatic landscape by its size and
subject was “Flower Meadow in the North”
by Harald Sohlberg. In the foreground is a
large field of white daisies that is very detailed and becomes less detailed, effectively
conveying depth of view. The background of
this field of daisies is a fine evening landscape of Northern Norway being lit by the
moon. Harald Sohlberg was known as a
“Neo-romantic painter,” well known for
landscape paintings in the region of Rondane
and the city of Røros. His very famous painting “Winter’s Night in Rondane” was exhibited in New York in the 1990s.
The painting “A Woman Sewing” by
Harriet Backer also caught my interest as it
had rich colors and style reminiscent of the

French Impressionists and utilized the light
from a window to highlight the main subject
so well used by the Dutch artist, Vermeer.
I am sure everyone loved the large
painting, “Two Little Girls” by the renowned
artist, Erik Werenskiold. Brightly colored
dresses with reserved facial expressions,
painted in an impressionistic style with limited details is a change from Werenskiold’s
earlier works such as the famous “Two Girls
at the Pasture Fence” done in 1883. It was
after 1883 that Werenskiold spent time in
Paris studying art.
The exhibit had three diverse paintings
by Edvard Munch. “Bathing Boys” conveys
the sense of one sad boy, in some detail,
standing apart from a group of boys (in minimal detail) having fun on the beach. “Snow
Landscape from Kragerø” conveys cold, pure
cold, not the beautiful image of Kragerø that
one would enjoy in the spring, summer and
autumn. I was mostly intrigued by Munch’s
work, “Girl Under the Apple Tree” because
to me it seemed very cheerful in the use of
bright colors, movement and symbolism.
The young lady, holding some sheaves of
grain, although not smiling, appears pensive.
Along with apple tree and house in the background, perhaps she is contemplating marriage, a future home and children. Knowing
that Edvard Munch spent time in Paris, I note
that the style used to depict the sky and trees
remind me of Van Gogh.
I also thoroughly enjoyed the art from
the other Scandinavian countries, including a
lovely Christmas scene by Carl Larsson and
a self-portrait by Peder Kroyer. I share the
view of another visitor who wrote in the visitor’s log that this was the best ever art exhibit
at the Scandinavia House.

< bob dylan
From page 22

Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the bone
If your time to you
Is worth savin'
Then you better start swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin'.

These words reflect what is happening
in Norway today. English is infiltrating the
old Norwegian dialects. More and more immigrants from around the world, bringing
with them their own unique traditions, are
calling Norway home and young people are
fascinated by English language songs, films
and video games. Yes, even in Norway the
times, they are a-changin’.
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in your neighborhood

A very Vesterheim Christmas From the journal of
Experience traditions at Vesterheim’s
Norwegian Christmas Weekend in December

Photo courtesy of Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum

Artists, such as Bev Schrandt, fill the museum demonstrating their craft like ornaments and spinning.

Vesterheim Museum
Experience the living traditions of a
Norwegian Christmas at Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah, Iowa,
on Dec. 3 and 4, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. each day. A
lively event that appeals to all ages, Vesterheim’s Norwegian Christmas Weekend features folk-art demonstrations, live music,
Scandinavian food, and many holiday traditions, both old and new.
“There’s something different around every corner,” Martha Griesheimer, who coordinates the event, said. “The museum comes
to life on Norwegian Christmas Weekend
with decorations and activity everywhere,”
she added. Check vesterheim.org for an updated schedule of the weekend’s activities.
Sponsored by David and Brenda Carlson,
Sons of Norway Valdres Lodge #1-503, and
Farmers & Merchants Savings Bank.

Traditions
Norwegian traditions are fun for everyone. At the juletrefest, young and old
join hands and sing Christmas songs while
they circle around the tree and hear about
Christmas in Norway. Visitors might catch a
glimpse of the julenisse, the Christmas elf,
or julebukker, costumed folk who roam the
museum complex during the weekend scaring away evil spirits.

Art

Hands-on activities for children include
making traditional ornaments from simple
materials like straw, paper, and yarn. Volunteers will be on hand throughout the weekend
to help visitors of any age make traditional
ornaments to take home at no charge. Free
will donations are welcome.
Artists demonstrate figure carving and
other forms of woodworking, rosemaling,
rug hooking, jewelry making, embroidery
and beading, straw-ornament making, spinning and weaving. Christmas trees decorated
with examples of the folk arts of Norway are
integrated into the museum’s exhibitions.
Norwegian Christmas Weekend is a
great time to view the museum’s three special
exhibitions. “Norwegian-American Lutheran
Colleges” explores the founding of Norwegian-American Lutheran colleges during the
nineteenth century. “Sigvald Asbjørnsen,
Sculptor” showcases works by the renowned
artist, including busts of famous Norwegians

and Americans. “The Peale Collection: Norwegian Furniture from Hill Farm” features
over 20 exceptional pieces of Norwegian
furniture collected by Josephine Bay Paul
and recently donated by Ruth Stafford Peale,
wife of Dr. Norman Vincent Peale.
Music
Several Decorah-area musicians and
vocal groups will help create a festive atmosphere, including the Luren Singing Society,
Touch of Brass, the Decorah High School
Madrigal Singers, Northern Lights, and fiddlers from Erik Sessions’s studio. Regional
radio station KVIK/KNEI will broadcast live
from the museum on Saturday morning.
Food
Vesterheim’s Kaffistova (coffee shop)
will offer an á la carte menu of traditional
tastes such as lefse, ertersuppe, smørbrød,
tyttebær saft, and a variety of desserts, including rømmegrøt, søtsuppe, julekake,
krumkake, rosettes and sandbakkels.
There will also be a display about gingerbread, including some tasty-looking examples. “In medieval Europe, gingerbread
fairs were widely enjoyed, and gingerbread,
baked in pretty shapes and gilded with spices, was bought as a special gift,” said Darlene Fossum-Martin, Vesterheim Education
Specialist. “Since 1991, the people of Bergen, Norway, have built a city of gingerbread houses each year before Christmas,”
she added.
Book Signing
Kathleen Ernst from Middletown, Wis.,
will sign her newest book, “The Heirloom
Murders,” as well as earlier titles, “Old
World Mystery” and the American Girls
Mystery series, “The Runaway Friends—A
Kirsten Mystery.”
Gifts
Many of the artists demonstrating
throughout the museum complex offer their
work for sale during the weekend. Shopping
at the Museum Store is a great way to support the museum’s mission.
For more information check Vesterheim
online at vesterheim.org.

18 november – lørdag
Begynte i mårres opstingingen. Den ligger i (midt?) E t E ¼ E. Hunnenne har prestert ett arbeide i dag, såm har oversteget mine
høieste forhåpninger. Vi har tilbakelakt en distance a 10 km og steget ca 2000 fot i høiden.
Vi ligger nu mellem fjelltåpper å gamle døde
isbreer å har værdens vakreste teltplass. Vi har
passert flere mektie sprekker, men alle fulle
a gammel sne. Får ikke å rause ut i disse på
tilbakekjørslen. Har vi i dag åppført 8 bree
høie snevarder, to å to på vær side a vår vei,
så vi ikke kan ta feil. Tok 6 fotografier a fjellene i bunnen a opstigningen. Di ær fra no 1
till å me no 6 i film no 3. Alt synli fjell synes å
være løs ur. På sneen langs en bar tåpp kunne
vi se en stærk rø–gul farve. Antageli noe jernhåldi grus som er føket på. Være har vært vidunderli. Full såmmer. Vi går tynnklette å nyder
såmmervarmen. På alle mørke jenstanner tiner
sneen meget hurti. Klart å blikkstille. I de bratteste kneiker måtte vi ta to a to sleer a gangen,
me 16 hunner fårr vær. De jikk såm en røik.
Helmer & Wisting er ute fårr å se på terrenet
videre. Ligeledes Bjaaland.
Brought to you by
the Fram Museum in Oslo

Roald Amundsen
South Pole Expedition Centennial
1911 – 2011

November 18 – Saturday
Began the climb this morning. It lies E by
E, ¼ E. The dogs have worked so well today,
which has really raised my expectations. We
have covered a distance of 10 km and climbed
about 2,000 ft. We are now lying between
mountain peaks and old dead glaciers and have
the most beautiful camp site in the world. We
have passed several enormous crevasses but
all filled up with old snow. Must not fall into
these on the return trip. Today we have built
eight high-glacier cairns, two and two on each
side of our course, so we can’t make a mistake.
Took six photographs of the mountains at the
foot of the climb. They are from no. 1 up to
no. 6 in film no. 3. All visible mountains seem
to consist of loose scree. In the snow along a
bare peak we could see a strong red-yellow
colour. Probably some gravel containing iron
which has blown there. The weather has been
wonderful. Full summer. We are thinly dressed
and enjoying the summer warmth. The snow
melts very quickly on all dark objects. Clear
and dead calm. On the steepest parts, we had
to take the sledges two-and-two together, with
16 dogs for each. It went in a flash.

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com

Christmas Greetings!

5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

Reserve space for your personalized greeting in our annual Christmas Issue
Name:_____________________________ City/State:_______________
Message:___________________________________________________
Merry Christmas!

Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
Staten Island, N.Y.

$10 for small ad

God Jul og
Godt Nyttår til
alle venner!
Ola og Berit Nordmann
Blue Mounds, Wis.

$20 for large ad

Deadline: DECEMBER 1 – Mail this form today!
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Norwegian heritage

Norwegian Language Corner
The boys from Vangen:

Written by Leif Halse
Vangsgutane, a classic series in Norway from 1941 to present, was used as curriculum material in
Norwegian schools, as the series had easy-to-read text with pictures. Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri
My Astri Publishing brings the copyrighted bilingual English/Norwegian serialization of “The
Boys From Vangen: Vangsgutane” to the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly to practice
their Norwegian reading skills, as well as enjoy a Norwegian classic!

Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his home
country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us in on
the good, the bad and the unexpected!

Bob Dylan revisted

A tribute from the youth at Steinkjer Kulturskole
EN VILL KJØRETUR
Larris og flokken hans lurer fælt på
hvor Steinar Vangen er blitt av. Han er ikke
å se noe sted. Men Steinar holder seg rolig i
den store kassa på sluffa. Der kommer Hallstein Breiset sjanglende, breibeint og ustø.
Han må visst være full, ser det ut til.
Breisetgubben setter seg opp i sluffa,
famler etter tømmene, og triver fram den
lange kjøresvepa si. Han denger løs på hesten som legger ut i fullt trav. Breisetblakken
er den beste traveren på lang lei, og i vill
fart bærer det av sted opp gjennom bygda.
Gubben roper og huier, og folk skynder seg
av vegen for den fykende skyssen.
Steinar Vangen ligger bak i sluffa og
kjenner på farten. Med ett blir han hivd rundt
i kassa så han svimrer, og får en hard dask i
nakken. Brått blir det stilt. Han klemmer på
lokket, og etter mye strev får han vridd seg
fram og ut i snøen. Da får han se at sluffa
har velta og Breisetgubben ligger på ryggen
i brøytekanten ved vegen.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud
Huntrods – Illustrated by Jens R. Nilssen

A WILD DRIVE
Larris and his gang wonder angrily
where Steinar Vangen has gone. He is not to
be seen anywhere. But Steinar keeps calm
in the big box on the sleigh. Then Hallstein
Breiset comes staggering, legs spread wide
and unsteady. It appears he is drunk.
Old man Breiset gets himself seated on
the sleigh, fumbles with the reins and grabs
his long driving whip. He gives the horse a
whipping, and it takes off at a full trot. The
Breiset dun horse is the best trotter in the
whole area, and they rush through the township at a reckless speed. The old man shouts
and hollers, and people hurry out of the way
of his speeding sleigh.
Steinar Vangen lies in back of the
sleigh feeling the speed. All at once he is
tossed around in the box so roughly that he
becomes dizzy, receiving a hard blow to his
neck. Suddenly everything becomes still.
He presses the lid, and after a lot of struggling, twists his way out into the snow. Then
he sees that the sleigh has overturned, and
that old man Breiset is lying on his back on
the snowbank on the edge of the road.

Vangsgutane bilingual book available for $19.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com

< isolation
From page 3

house in the morning hours. In addition to
around 175 journalists from the Norwegian
and international media, many survivors of
the Utøya youth camp massacre, as well as
family and friends of those who were killed
have wanted to face the self confessed terrorist in court.
According to media reports, Breivik had
wanted to explain to the court why he carried out the terrorist acts, but the prosecutor
says to Aftenposten that the court hearing is

not an arena where Breivik will be able to
express himself freely.
He presented himself as military commander of the resistance movement. And he
said the judge was disqualified since he supported “multicolorism.”
Extensive security has been mounted
outside and inside the Oslo Court House
(Oslo Tinghus). Earlier remand hearings
have been closed to the public and press, but
on Nov. 11, the Norwegian Supreme Court
ruled that from now on, they should be held
in open court.

Photo: Vivian Martinsen, Simsalabim Secondhand

This portrait of Bob Dylan is made of a green tarp and paper scraps, designed by art students Lisa,
Anita and Oktawia at the Steinkjer Kulturskole.

What happens when you put teenagers with a passion for rock music together
with the inspired teachers at Steinkjer kultureskole (culture school)? Magic.
Bob Dylan turned 70 this year and the
concert Rock for Folk – fra Dylan til Stones,
as well as an art exhibition entitled Vandrende stoler (wandering stools) and a tarpsized collage of Bob Dylan created by the
art students at the culture school, were these
young people’s gift to him, and I couldn’t
stop smiling as I sat and listened to their tribute. The black box theater was packed and
students lined the walls waiting for their turn
to perform. Some were nervous, stone-faced
and breathing for control, but it appeared
most were ready and raring to go.
Each vocal music student had a turn
singing a solo as part of a small group, providing a little background information on the
composer and/or song first and accompanied
by different boys on guitars. (Yes, ALL the
guitar students were male and all but ONE
of the singers were female…) These weren’t
my children, or even my students, but still
I was proud as songs by Dylan, the Rolling Stones, Joni Mitchell, John Denver and
Bruce Springsteen flooded the room.
The art was also an inspiration. Who
would have thought to take an ordinary
green tarp (en helt vanlig grønn pressenning) and ordinary paper left over from other

projects, and turn them into a portrait? Art
students Lisa, Anita and Oktawia (8th and
10th grades) had no problem figuring it out.
They started earlier this fall with Bob Dylan’s passport photo and many many hours
later were ready to present their masterpiece
to the world. Different art students created
art stools and chairs from paint, fabric and
anything else their creative imaginations
could think of.
As an English teacher, I was equally impressed by the ability of these young musicians to sing in English. These are teenagers,
many of whom would not get up in front of
their English class at school to read something even under threat of bodily harm, yet
here they were… microphone in hand, hundreds of eyes staring up at them, bathed in
spotlights, SINGING ALONE in English.
The Times They Are a-Changin' (1964)
is one of Bob Dylan’s most famous songs.
According to Wikipedia, “Dylan recalled
writing the song as a deliberate attempt
to create an anthem of change for the moment.”
(Verse one)
Come gather 'round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters

See > bob dylan, page 21

Hillmar Festival

Hilmar Alexandersen (1903 – 1993) from Egge in Steinkjer kommune, Nord-Trøndelag, was one
of Norway’s most beloved folk musicians and fiddle players during the 20th century. The second
week of November every year a week-long music festival (the Hilmar Alexandersen Folk Music
Festival) is held in his honor. It is the largest folk music and dance festival in this part of Norway,
and last year hosted over 7,400 visitors at 60 different events. (www. hilmarfestivalen.no)
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christmas gift guide

G o d Ju l

Out of Scandinavia
Your online source for the best that Scandinavia offers

Find something for every Scandinavian
on your list!

Rosemaled items

Scandinavian dolls

Embroidery kits
Jewelry

Trolls

Visit our online shop!

www.outofscandinavia.com

God Jul!

from Brekke Tours & Travel

Splendor of Norway

Tour A: June 11—19
Tour B: July 31—August 8

Optional extension on the Baltic Cruise
available for Tour B

Spectacular Norway
Tour A: June 19—28
Tour B: July 16—25

Optional extensions to Northern Norway
on board Hurtigruten

Best of Norway

Sogn/Voss/Valdres
Heritage Tour
July 16—28

Norway: Scenic & Historic
July 22—August 2

Grandeur of Norway
July 22—August 2
New Tour for 2012!

Baltic Cruise

Enjoy Christmas in Norway at

Brekke’s Fjord Retreat

Year-Round
Weekly Cabin Rental
Enjoy a week with your family or friends
in a lovely apartment in the heart of the
Norwegian fjord country. Surrounded by
beautiful scenery, spend your days relaxing in
the peaceful atmosphere. Inquire about our
10-day independent package featuring Oslo,
Bergen and Hallingdal or Valdres and a stay
at Brekke’s Fjord Retreat!

Tour A: June 28—July 8
Tour B: July 7—17

featuring Scandinavia & Russia
August 8—19

Book now for your Spring and Summer stay at
Brekke’s Fjord Retreat!
Contact our office for availability and booking.

Norway Southern Pleasures

Norwegian Coastal Voyage

WIN A $500 DISCOUNT!

July 11—22

Daily Departures

Register online by December 19, 2011 for a 2012
Brekke Escorted and save up to $200!

1-800-437-5302

WWW.BREKKETOURS.COM

Register online for a chance to
win a $500 DISCOUNT
on a 2012 Brekke
Scandinavian Escorted Tour!

Tours@BrekkeTours.com

The Nordic Maid

Op e n d a ily in P o u l sb o , Wa sh .

The West Coast’s premier Scandinavian gift store!
Featuring great gifts and items such as:

Back in Minneapolis
for its 5th Year!

A Don’t Hug Me
Christmas Carol
A hilarious Minnesota spoof of

Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”
Traditional
Christmas Decor

Dale of Norway sweaters
25% off through Dec
Limited to stock on hand

“Hysterical!”
-KCLA

Books

Welcome Lights

Plus CDs, tees and so much more!
The Nordic Maid Gift Shop
18954 Front Street NE — Poulsbo, WA 98370
Phone: (877) 355-5791 — Email: nordicmaid1@earthlink.net

w w w. n or di c m a i d . c o m

Holiday fun for
the whole family!
New Century Theatre
City Center, Dntn Mpls

Nov 25
thru Jan 1

Tickets: 800-982-2787
DontHugMe.com

Not for Profit Retirement
& Assisted Living
Community serving
Seattle for over 50 years!
• Spectacular views of the
Olympic Mountains, Puget
Sound, and Ballard
• Monthly Rentals
• NO EXTRA FEES!

Quality •

Reputation •

location

5311 phinney avenue north • Seattle, Wa 98103
206-781-7400 • www.norsehome.org

