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Norwegian fairytales
coming to a smart
phone near you

Dette er den riktige, den kraftige sommer. Den slipper regn når det trengs,
men den har forkjærlighet for solskinn.

Read more on page 3

– Nils Kjær |

Enter our drawing
to win a free copy
of Max Manus!
Read more on page 3
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News

Shortages in the Norwegian
labour force have increased 20
percent in the last year, with
Norwegian industry now lacking at least 61,000 workers, according to a survey of 14,300
companies by the Norwegian
Labour and Welfare Administration (NAV). Meanwhile,
economic immigration to the
country – and the debate about
its effects – continues.
(blog.norway.com/category/
news)

Business

In May Norway exported seafood worth NOK 4 billion, an
increase by NOK 212 million
or 6 per cent, compared with the
same month last year, according
to the Export Council for Fish.
“There is still a high demand for
Norwegian seafood in several
markets worldwide,” says Egil
Ove Sundheim, the marketing
director for the Export Council.
(blog.norway.com/category/
business)

Norway in the U.S.

Ambassador Wegger Chr.
Strommen visited Billings,
Mont., to moderate two roundtable discussions on climate and
environmental change in early
June.
(blog.norway.com/category/
norway-in-the-us)
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Threat of nationwide bank strike
Massive disruption
of payment
systems across
Norway could
result if agreement
is not reached
Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

At the time of press, the parties in the Norwegian financial industry were struggling to reach a
wage agreement during final negotiations on June 6.
If the two parties fail to negotiate a mutually agreeable decision,
it could result in Norway’s first
bank strike in 35 years. As many as
15,500 bank employees could walk
CONTINUES PAGE 6

If the strike goes into effect, no bank cards can be used to make purchases.
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Max Manus on DVD A time for change
Norwegian World War II biopic available
in North American DVD format on June 28

The Andersons
are leaving PLU
Special Release

Pacific Lutheran University

Loren and MaryAnn Anderson have announced their intent to
leave Pacific Lutheran University
in Tacoma, Wash., in the spring of
2012, at the end of the academic
year.
“The time is right for the university,” Loren Anderson, 65, said.
CONTINUES PAGE 7
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Max Manus, played by Aksel Hennie, is caught red-handed by a Nazi guard.

Special Release
A rousing historical epic of
the remarkable story of one of Europe’s most celebrated World War
II-era resistance fighters, “Max
Manus: Man of War” is an instant
war movie classic. It recounts the
true saga of young Norwegian soldier Max Manus, a pioneer of Norway’s resistance movement and
one of the most brilliant saboteurs
of World War II, whose aggressive
sinking and damaging of German

ships of war has since become legend.
The winner of six Norwegian Academy Awards (including
Best Film and Best Actor), “Max
Manus: Man of War” is directed
by leading Norwegian filmmakers
Joachim Rønning and Espen Sandberg, who create an incredible,
pulse-pounding adventure that is
as engrossing as it is explosive – as
CONTINUES PAGE 5
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The Anderson family is leaving PLU
after 20 years of service.

Fast times in Bislett 800m
ExxonMobil Bislett
in Oslo Games
could see fastest
race of the season
ExxonMobil Bislett
The women’s 800m at the ExxonMobil Bislett is already shaping
as potentially the fastest race of the
2011 season. With the Samsung
Diamond League heading to Oslo,
a quality field will face the starter’s
CONTINUES PAGE 15
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Ingvill Måkestad could win the 800m.
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Nyheter
Soldatene får fire kroner mer per dag

Regjeringen foreslår at soldatenes tjenestetillegg skal bli 4620 kroner per måned.
Økningen gjelder for mannskaper som er
inne til tolv måneders tjeneste. Dimisjonsgodtgjørelsen økes med 803 kroner til
29.638 kroner. Tilleggsbevilgningen på
statsbudsjettet blir på i alt nesten 12 millioner kroner.
(NTB)

Frp-Siv skadet fram til valgkampstarten

Her ligger Frp-leder Siv Jensen i sykesengen
og smiler tappert. Når valgkampinnspurten
starter vil hun fortsatt være preget av ryggbruddet. Det får VG Nett bekreftet av Fremskrittspartiets nestleder, Per Sandberg. Han
besøkte den skadede partilederen på Ullevål
sykehus 3. juni. – Det må ha vært fryktelig
smertefullt. Det ser vi tydelig på Siv. Hun
var veldig sliten og delvis neddopet, men
ved godt mot, sier han til VG Nett.
(VG)

– Regjeringen valgte rett jagerfly

– F-35 Joint Strike Fighter er det beste flyet
og regjeringen valgte rett fly. Men det er et
problem at prisen er usikker, sier tidligere
nestleder i Forsvarskomiteen, Per Ove Width
fra Frp. I 2008 gikk regjeringen inn for at
Norge skal kjøpe 56 amerikanske F-35 jagerfly til erstatning for F-16 flyene Forsvaret
i dag disponerer. F-35, tidligere kjent som
Joint Strike Fighter, ble valgt i konkurranse
med det svenske jagerflyet JAS Gripen. Men
prisen er svært usikker og blir trolig langt
høyere enn først antatt.
(NRK)

– Umulig å bygge veier raskere i Norge

Det må lovendringer til for å kutte tiden det
tar å planlegge vei i Norge, sier Vegdirektoratets utbyggingssjef. – Ni år til planlegging av ny vei eller jernbane, det er for lang
tid, sa statsminister Jens Stoltenberg til
Aftenposten i april. Nå får han svar fra utbyggingssjef Lars Aksnes i Vegdirektoratet.
– Med dagens detaljerte regler for planlegging og utbygging av vei er det vanskelig å
korte ned prosessen uten lovendringer, sier
Aksnes til internbladet Vegen og vi i Statens
vegvesen. Til Aftenposten opplyser Aksnes
at utspillet kom som følge av avisintervjuet
med Stoltenberg.
(VG)

Kvinne savnet fra hurtigbåt

En kvinne ble meldt savnet av hurtigbåten
MS «Tranen» i formiddag. Det ble slått
alarm da baggasje ikke ble tatt i land da
båten kom til Ølen. Over VHF-sambandet
ble båter i området bedt om å delta i letingen etter kvinnen. Politiet undersøkte samtidig om hun kunne ha gått av på et tidligere
anløp. Syv båter ble med i letingen. Tyske
turister som var ute i båt for å fiske, hørte rop
om hjelp. De fant kvinnen få minutter etter
hun falt i vannet. Det er Johan Mansåker ved
Hovedredningssentralen som forteller dette.
De hadde dårlig mobildekning og måtte dra
inn til land for å melde fra.
(Aftenposten)

Kongsberg Gruppen får storkontrakt

Kongsberg Gruppen har mottatt en bestilling på våpenstyringssystemer verdt 552
millioner kroner fra US Army. Bestillingen
er en del av den utvidede rammeavtalen på
inntil 11.690 systemer som gjelder Common Remotely Operated Weapon Stations
(CROWS), som ble inngått i februar 2011.
CROWS er et felles anskaffelsesprogram
for våpenstasjoner til US Armys kjøretøyprogrammer. En felles løsning vil gi betydelig effektivitetsgevinst for beskyttelse, opplæring, support og videreutvikling.
(E24)
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Nyheter fra Norge

Helse og skole for velgerne
De viktigste
spørsmålene for
velgerne ved høstens
kommunevalg

VG

Adresseavisen
Helse og skole er de viktigste
spørsmålene for velgerne ved høstens kommunevalg. Problemer knyttet til innvandring
kommer lenger ned på listen. Det viser en
undersøkelse utført av Respons for Aftenposten. Selv ikke Frp-velgerne er svært opptatt
av innvandring som en politisk sak ved valget. I spørreundersøkelsen blir velgerne bedt
om å prioritere de seks viktigste sakene ved
høstens kommunevalg.
Resultatet viser at velgerne plasserer
skole og utdannelse på topp fulgt av sykehus
og helsepolitikk, mens eldreomsorg kommer
på tredjeplass. Også veibygging og kollektivtransport blir sett på som viktigere enn
innvandring og integrering, som havner på
sjette plass.
– Jeg hadde trodd at Frp-velgerne hadde
plassert innvandring høyere på lista, men
ellers er resultatet som forventet, sier valgforsker Hanne Marthe Narud i en kommentar
til avisen.
Helsepolitikk og eldreomsorg blir høyst
rangert av Frp og KrF. Venstre-velgerne gir
lavest score til eldreomsorg mens veibygging
appellerer mest til Høyres og Frps velgere.
Kollektivtransport er spesielt viktig for SVs
og Rødts velgere, viser undersøkelsen.
English Synopsis: Health and education are the main
issues for voters in municipal elections this fall. Issues
related to immigration comes further down the list.
These findings are from a recent survey by Aftenpos-

Storberget mer
populær enn Jens

Foto: Statsministerens kontor

Statsminister Jens Stoltenberg besøkte i mai
Kongsvinger, Elverum og Hamar. Her frå Sentrum videregående skole på Kongsvinger, der
statsministeren talte til elevane.
ten. The poll voters are asked to prioritize the six most
important issues at this autumn’s municipal elections.
The result shows that voters place the school and education on top followed by hospitals and health policies,
while the elderly are in third place. Also, road construction and public transport is seen as more important than
immigration and integration, which ends up in sixth
place.

Justisminister Knut Storberget (Ap)
er mer populær enn statsministeren, ifølge
meningsmåling. Synovate har spurt velgerne
om hvilken statsråd de mener gjør en god,
middels eller dårlig jobb.
33 prosent svarer at Storberget gjør en
god jobb. 44 prosent mener han gjør en middels jobb, mens 15 prosent mener han gjør en
dårlig jobb. Storberget er fornøyd med tallene, men han sier at han som person ikke
liker å få æren.
– Det er inspirerende, men det er ikke
én mann som avgjør dette. Det er Senterpartiet, Sosialistisk Venstreparti og Arbeiderpartiet med statsministeren i spissen som
leverer god justispolitikk. Med en nedgang
i kriminaliteten og en oppgang i oppklaringsprosenten viser det at våre tiltak mot kriminalitet virker, sier Storberget til Dagbladet.
Statsminister Jens Stoltenberg (Ap)
kommer bak Storberget på målingen. 31
prosent av de spurte mener at han gjør en god
jobb. 49 prosent mener han gjør en middels
jobb, og 17 prosent mener at Stoltenberg gjør
en dårlig jobb.
To andre statsråder er med på listen:
Landbruks- og matminister Lars Peder Brekk
(Sp) og utdanningsminister Tora Aasland
(SV). 10 prosent mener Brekk gjør en god
jobb. 46 prosent mener han gjør en middels
jobb. Aasland får stryk fra 18 prosent av de
spurte. 38 prosent mener hun gjør en middels jobb og 12 prosent mener hun gjør en
god jobb.
English Synopsis: In a new survey by Synovate, voters show a higher approval rating for Justice Minister
Storberget over Prime Minister Stoltenberg.

Nordmenn ønsker Vil ha makstid for barnehagebarn
ikke vin i butikken Professor Lars Smith
ber myndighetene

– Det er ikke noe folkekrav,
om å anbefale at de
påpeker Sp-topp
Nettavisen
Mandag tok Frp-rådgiver og bystyrerepresentant i Oslo, Aina Stenersen, til orde for
en frislipp av alkohol i Norge, ved å la ølsalget følge butikkenes åpningstider, legge ned
Vinmonopolet og flytte vin og sprit til butikkene, samt åpne for døgnåpen skjenking på
utestedene.
Nå slår Senterpartiet tilbake. De mener
forslagene er useriøse.
– Det er nesten så jeg ikke klarer å ta det
på alvor, så galt er det, sier Sps helsepolitiske
talsmann, Kjersti Toppe, til Nettavisen.
Toppe mener det mest alvorlige er at Frp
vil legge ned Vinmonopolet.
– Det mest alvorlige er at de vil kvitte
seg med vinmonopolordningen. Det står de
helt alene om, og jeg tror ikke det norske
folk ønsker å se vinflasker i butikken der de
går med ungene og skal kjøpe melk og brød,
hevder hun.
Sp-politikeren tror folk rett og slett ikke
ønsker et frislipp av vin og sprit.
– Vinmonopolet står sterkt, og det er
ikke noe folkekrav om å få vin og sprit i butikkene. Jeg tror ikke Frp-velgerne ønsker
det heller, sier Toppe.
English Synopsis: The Progress Party recently proposed moving sales of wine and spirits to the grocery
stores instead of Vinmonopolet, but the Center Party
is fighting back, saying people don’t want to see wine
at the story where they buy milk and bread.

minste barna ikke er i
barnehagen mer enn 35
timer i uken
VG
Mange ettåringer tilbringer mer enn åtte
timer om dagen i barnehagene. Nå ber professor Lars Smith myndighetene om å anbefale at de minste barna ikke er i barnehagen
mer enn 35 timer i uken.
Det er tallmateriale fra den store barnetilsynsundersøkelsen som viser at de minste barna ofte tilbringer svært lange dager i
barnehagene, skriver Aftenposten.
I gjennomsnitt er de 35 timer i barnehagen hver uke – syv timer hver dag og nesten
like lenge som en normalarbeidsuke. Undersøkelsen viser at hvert femte barn er mer enn
41 timer i uken i barnehagen, tilsvarende en
arbeidsdag på åtte timer eller mer.
Lars Smith, professor i psykologi og
seniorforsker ved Nasjonalt kompetansenettverk for sped- og småbarns psykiske helse,
mener myndighetene må gå ut med en klar
anbefaling om at de aller minste barna ikke
bør være i barnehagen mer enn 35 timer i
uken. Han mener også at barnehageansatte
har et ansvar for å si fra til foreldre som
gjentatte ganger lar de minste barna ha lange
dager i barnehagen.
Kunnskapsminister Kristin Halvorsen

Foto: Visitnorway.com

(SV) synes ikke det er bekymringsfullt at så
mange barn har svært lange dager i barnehagene.
– Nei, det synes jeg ikke. De minste barna sover flere timer i løpet av barnehagedagen og er ofte mer opplagt på ettermiddagen
enn treåringene som har sluttet å sove om dagen. Jeg tror mange småbarnsforeldre føler
denne overgangen som en større utfordring,
sier hun til avisen.
Stortinget stemte denne uken nei til å innføre en makstid i barnehagene på 9,5 timer.
English Synopsis: Psychology professor Lars Smith
says too many young children are in day care for too
many hours. A survey shows that one in five children
are more than 41 hours per week in day care, and the
average work week is 35 hours per week.

Nominees for
Rockheim
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The power of the sun

Norwegians in San
Franscisco gather
for panel debate on
solar energy
Norway.org

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

Norwegian musician Alf Prøysen circa 1949.

MIC Norway
The nomination committee for pop/rock
museum/archive/expo centre Rockheim’s
Norwegian popular music’s Hall of Fame
CONTINUES PAGE 11

The Norwegian Consulate in San Francisco, in cooperation with Innovation Norway, Silicon Vikings and the Norwegian
Club of San Francisco, hosted a succesful
panel discussion on solar energy on May 24.
The discussion focused on solar energy
as the leading industry in renewable energies, but the talk also covered recent market
trends, how the recent nuclear crisis in Japan
will affect the industry, and how innovative
financing can impact the development of the
global solar energy market.
Present as panelists were Thomas Nyheim (REC), Kristina Peterson (Mayflower
Capital), Thomas Nielsen (Suntech) and
Rune Hansen (SPG Solar). Combined, these
speakers hold expert knowledge on topics

Old story in new format
Norwegian fairytales
comes to Apple’s iPad
and iPhone for kids of
all ages

Photo: REC

Solar panels by the Norwegian solar energy company Renewable Energy Corporation (REC)

like project management, finances, market analysis and installation of solar energy
products.
The talk turned into an interesting discussion about how the solar energy market
has been able to grow and transform itself
despite the global financial crisis. At the
CONTINUES PAGE 4

“Expectations of
NAV are too high”

Christy Olsen Field
Managing Editor

A few publishing houses are trying a
new form of the electronic book these days:
the app book. The app book is an application
on smart phones and devices, such as Apple’s iPad and the Google Android phone.
The epublishing company Forlaget
Propell Now, the fledgling imprint Propeller come with a new release that they call a
“milestone for Norwegian appbøker.”
The app is called “The Ashlad and the
Hungry Troll” in English, and “Askeladden
som kappåt med trollet” in Norwegian.
“It was my idea to start spreading Norwegian folk culture around the globe using
the app markets. Forlaget Propell believes
that there are a lot of parents around the
world who would like to show their chilCONTINUES PAGE 8

Image: Norwegian Labor and Welfare Organization

Norway Post

Photo: Forlaget Propell

“The Ashlad and the Hungry Troll” is available
through Apple’s iTunes.

Experts say that official authorities have
been part of shaping unrealistic expecations
of how much the Government can improve
people’s lives.
“We put too much faith in the Government,” says Harald Vike, Professor of Social
Anthropology. “It’s typical Norwegian that
we have no skepticism towards the public
sector.”
A study from 2008 showed that Norwegians had the highest expectations of their
social and public services. According to
Vike the answer is very simple: “The politicians have themselves to blame.” The public
CONTINUES PAGE 12

This week on Norway.com
Controversial royal visit to Azerbaijan

Crown Prince Haakon is on Monday visiting Azerbaijan, at the head of a Norwegian
delegation to the opening of the annual International Caspian Oil & Gas Exhibition.
The Royal visit has been criticised. Through
Statoil, Norway has heavy oil interests in
Azerbaijan. Human rights organizations say
it is wrong for the Norwegian Crown Prince
to visit what they call “one of the most corrupt dictatorships in the world.” However,
prominent Azerbaijani newspaper editor
and regime critic, Eynulla Fatullayev, who
was just released after he was imprisoned in
2007, says it is positive that Norway has oil
interests in his homeland, and he looks forward to meeting the Crown Prince. “I will
make the Crown Prince aware of the human
right situation in this country. At the same
time I will thank Norway for having supported and defended the freedom of expression in this country through many difficult
years,” said Fatullayev.
(Norway Post)

NTNU takes second place in Shell EcoMarathon

A winning combination of dedicated students
and a top flight car, the DNV Fuel Fighter,
brought a solid second place to NTNU’s entry in the 27th Annual Shell Eco-Marathon,
an international competition designed to encourage today’s students to develop cuttingedge designs for tomorrow’s vehicles. NTNU’s team, led by Uwe Schindler from the
university’s Department of Industrial Economics and Technology Management, managed to travel 99 km/kwh with their hydrogen fuel cell car, which is the equivalent of
travelling nearly 1,000 km using just 1 litre
of petrol. The winners were a Dutch team
that travelled 104 km/kwh, just slightly over
NTNU’s second place finish and not nearly
enough to break NTNU’s 2009 record.
(Norwegian University of Science and Technology)

Bergen tram in trouble

Bergen’s brand-new tram system was facing
threats of shut-down, after a highly critical
safety report was issued by state rail authorities. It’s not the first time the operations of
the so-called Bybanen in Bergen have come
under fire. The tram system just opened last
year, running from downtown Bergen south
to Nesttun with 15 stops along the way.
An extension of the system is due to open
in 2013. But state authorities are unhappy
with safety measures, claiming that daily
operations involve 19 deviations from safety
regulations. If the flaws aren’t corrected, the
system will be shut down, claimed Statens
jernbanetilsyn.
(Views and News from Norway)

“Max Manus: Man of War”on DVD

The award-winning Norwegian World War II biopic now available on DVD and BluRay in North American format

Enter the Norwegian American Weekly drawing to win a free copy!
EntEr by PhonE
Call toll-free (800) 305-0217
or (206) 784-4617

or by Mail
Mail a letter to: Norwegian American Weekly,
7301 5th Ave NE Ste A, Seattle, WA 98115

and EvEn on thE wEb!
Email us at naw@norway.com
with your contact information

Entries must be received by June 27. Lykke til! Good luck!
The fine print: Only one entry per household. This drawing is open to all readers of the Norwegian American Weekly. Entries must be received by June 27
11:59 p.m. PST. Winners will be chosen by Random.org on June 28, and winners will be notified by phone. This offer is valid in North America only.
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Exchange Rates

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

(June 6, 2011)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

5.3687
5.1065
6.1798
0.9789
0.6848

Norwegian presence

BIO International Convention showcases
Norway’s up-and-coming life science industry
Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

For detailed information about
the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

AIR – SEA – LAND SPECIALISTS
SAS now offers nonstop flights NEWARK – OSLO. Call for details

Contact us for all your travel needs, domestic and worldwide!
7905 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Fax: (718) 238-3604 • gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Proud to bring you the
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LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

The Scandinavian Pavilion at BIO International Convention in Washington, D.C.,
in June will be dominated by Norwegian
companies and organizations, reflecting the
continuing life sciences boom in the country.
This is the world’s largest biotech conference. An exhibit here gives access to thousands of life science
leaders from 60 countries.
At this year’s convention, Fareed Zakaria, Newsweek International editor and CNN
host and author, will
moderate a panel discussing how the BRIC
(Brazil, Russia, India
and China) country efforts to build local biotechnology hubs.
Successful partnerships require strategic collaboration. For companies interested
in business partnering this aspect is also focused so here is a chance to explore the right
partnerships for the organization.
Norway will be represented by wellknown cancer companies but also newcomers in the blossoming neuroscience and industrial and marine biotech fields. Companies like BerGenBio, Epitarget, Photocure,
Maxus Oncology, Affitech, Lytix, Nordiag,
Clavis Pharma, PCI Biotech, Targovax, Bionor Pharma and Skannex will all be there.
Among the participating organizations
Bio Medical Innovation (BMI) can help you
pick exiting new biomedical investment opportunities coming out of Norway. They are
both investor and incubator for start ups and
they cooperate closely with Inven2, the TTO
for Oslo University Hospital and the University of Oslo. BMI is also strongly linked to
the Radium Hospital Research Foundation

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

Advertise in the Weekly!
Reach over 20,000
Norwegian-American readers
EVERY week!

Reasons to advertise:
•
•
•

Affordable! $10/col inch for
B&W, $15/col inch for color
Free ad design
Support the only NorwegianAmerican newspaper!

For details, call (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.com

and the Oslo Cancer Cluster.
One of BMI’s babies is the start-up Targovax. The company was started last year but
builds on old clinical work. Targovax develops peptide cancer vaccines for indications
with strong unmet medical needs. They will
start clinical studies next year and is looking
for collaboration partners in Washington.
I was recently at the
Confederation of Norwegian Enterprises conference on what Norway
needs to do to be an attractive country for research and development
by 2030. Hanne Mette
D. Kristensen from Targovax and BMI said
that we have competitive advantages in bio
like world-class research and development
(R&D) the Radium Hospital and the Oslo
University Hospital, historical research on
patient’s data, a unique cancer register and
the Oslo Cancer Cluster. She also gave some
advice to bio start-ups. You need a shining
technology that fills a medical need, experience and network and knowledge about how
you develop technologies to a product.
Rasmus Falck is a well-known entrepreneurship advocate in Norway. He has been
involved in initiatives like Connect, First
Tuesday, Forum for Entrepreneurship, Seed
Forum, Venture Cup, Young Enterprise and
lately the Norwegian Business Angel Network. He is the author of the publications
“Hva gjør de beste bedre?” (“What are the
best doing better?”) and “Norwegian Venture Capital Guide.” He received his MBA
from the Wisconsin School of Business in
Madison, Wis.

Business News & Notes
Landmark research agreement with Sintef

Seattle,WA

norwegian american weekly

Statoil and Sintef have signed a new framework
agreement – one which likely to be the most
comprehensive individual research agreement
ever signed in Norway. With a potential value
of NOK 1 billion, the agreement is valid for
four years with an option for an additional two
plus two years. “Sintef has both wide and expert knowledge in disciplines that are important
to Statoil, such as deepwater and multi-phase
technology,” says Statoil research and development head Karl Johnny Hersvik. Statoil entered
into its first framework agreement with Sintef
in 1985. The cooperation has solved many technological challenges and placed Statoil among
the most technologically advanced companies
in areas such as liquefied natural gas (LNG),
multi-phase and materials technology, as well
as carbon dioxide handling.
(Statoil)

power of the sun...
(…continued from page 3)

same time, prices for solar energy have
dropped some 70 percent in recent years.
These developments have led to interesting
opportunities for the industry actors, but also
created financial challenges for companies

Hydro states aluminium case at Intersolar
Europe exhibition

Hydro serves customers in each of the three
main segments in the solar market – solar thermal, concentrated solar power, photovoltaic
– for all areas of solar energy production. The
company will display many of these aluminium applications at Intersolar Europe, the solar
industry’s largest exhibition. The three-day
exhibition began June 8 at New Munich Trade
Fair Centre in Germany. “We are meeting technical challenges, for instance with mirrors for
concentrated solar power as well as absorber
sheets for solar thermal applications – and with
a corrosion-resistant alloy that is tailored for
the solar markets,” says Oliver Bell, executive
vice president in charge of Hydro’s rolled products activities.
(Hydro)

that invested in solar energy when the prices
were higher.
Around 50 participants joined the panelists for the compelling debate, which was
hosted at the Norwegian Club of San Francisco. The audience included investors, solar energy actors, as well as Norwegians and
Americans who are interested in the topic.
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Research & Education

Bringing order to air traffic
Norwegian research is behind new air traffic
communication developed to meet challenges

Photo: Erik Aavatsmark / Filmkameratene

From left: Gunnar Sønsteby (played by Knut Joner), Kolbein Lauring (Christian Rubeck) and Max
Manus (Aksel Hennie) on Karl Johansgate in Oslo during filming.
Photo: Hans Olav Nyborg/Norwegian.no

“Current communication systems have
been in use since the 1960s and 1970s,”
states Jan Erik Håkegård of the Norwegian
research institution SINTEF. “They will not
be able to deal with the pressing need for
greater capacity.”
Dr. Håkegård heads the project Spectrum Efficient Communication for Future
Aeronautical Services (SECOMAS), established to develop new air traffic communication technology. The project receives
funding under the Research Council’s Largescale Programme on Core Competence and
Growth in ICT (VERDIKT).
Intranet for air traffic
Whereas pilots currently communicate
verbally with air traffic controllers, this information will be digitalized in the future.
One purpose is to make the information
available to multiple user groups, such as
ground crews.
“In the future, information will be largely digital and stored in an Internet ‘cloud,’
and communication will function like an intranet,” explains Dr. Håkegård.
Will benefit passengers
“Travelers will probably not notice the
changes much,” adds the project manager,
“which is exactly what we intend.”
“Passengers may even see prices drop a
bit, and find that their journeys take less time
overall, but by and large these factors won’t
have a major impact on their experience. By
contrast, if we didn’t carry out this upgrade,
they would really feel it – the increased flight
activity would mean sky-high prices and a
large number of delays.”
Better information flow
Coordinating a large network of many
aircraft is extremely challenging; if one flight
is delayed it affects all others. Furthermore,
once delays arise, it is a major endeavor to
reallocate the necessary flight paths.
The conversion to digital services in the
aviation industry is a comprehensive undertaking with strict requirements governing the
new communication technology.
“A set of digital services for pilots has already been developed,” explains Dr. Håkegård. “The system will give them information
about the status of their aircraft, the location
of other aircraft, what kind of weather to expect, and where they can fly to increase air
traffic efficiency.”
The result will be fewer delays, shorter
flight times, and a better flow of information
between airline and airport personnel.

max manus...

(…continued from page 1)

Research Council of Norway
Flights planned in detail
Currently, a plane is not allocated a
landing slot until it is close to the airport,
which often means that pilots must spend
some time circling while they wait their turn
in busy traffic. The technology under development will reduce this kind of waste.
“By the time the plane leaves its gate before take-off,” says Dr. Håkegård, “the flight
crew will have a detailed schedule showing
where they should be at any given time. This
allows them to plan the flight with much
greater precision.”
Efficient and greener
Reorganizing all aviation traffic across
national borders to raise efficiency as well as
capacity is one of the E.U.’s most ambitious
priority areas. The initiative is absolutely necessary in order to deal with future increases
in air traffic, not to mention challenges related to safety and the environment.
“Europe’s airspace is very fragmented
today,” says Dr. Håkegård. “Once we implement integrated management, we will have
greater control over flight activities and be
able to fly more direct routes more often than
what is currently possible.”
Punctuality will also be substantially
improved once more tasks are entrusted to
the new technology, according to the project
manager, who stresses that the systems being
developed will in no way compromise current safety standards.
Efficient air traffic and lower fuel consumption will also benefit the environment.
One long-term objective behind the reorganization is to reduce average flying time by 8
– 14 minutes per flight while minimizing fuel
consumption and thereby CO2 emissions.
Norwegian adaptations needed
The European initiative’s technological
and operational dimension is entitled Single
European Sky ATM Research (SESAR).
The SECOMAS project’s contribution to
the overall initiative is development of the
technology to digitalize communications between flight crew and airport personnel.
Mass production and gradual installation of the new technology will begin in
2014. But challenges posed by Norway’s geography require some special adaptations.
“Norway extends over great distances
with little infrastructure and many mountains
compared to Central and Southern Europe,”
says Dr. Håkegård. “This requires that the
systems be adapted for Norwegian conditions.”

well as the most expensive film production
in Norwegian cinema history.
Music Box Films Home Entertainment
will release “Max Manus: Man of War” on
Blu-ray disc and DVD for the first time in the
U.S. on June 28 for the suggested retail prices of $38.94 and $29.95, respectively. Extra
bonus features on the DVD includes 45-minute documentary with interview footage and
archival material of Manus, his daughter, the
directors, and cast and crew.
Popular Norwegian leading man Aksel
Hennie stars as Max Manus, one man whose
strength, intelligence and valor in the line
of duty helped to liberate his country from
the occupying Nazi forces of World War II.
Twice escaping Nazi captivity, reshaping the
tactics of guerrilla warfare, and harnessing
his abilities for the precision and courage
required to mount sabotage attacks on the
Germans, Manus’s wartime triumphs – and
losses – are unlike any others. And with the

thrilling “Max Manus: Man of War,” an epic
chapter in World War II history is finally revealed in all its spectacle and glory.
Win a free “Max Manus” DVD!
As part of the North American release
of “Max Manus: Man of War,” Music Box
Films has given us 10 copies for a drawing for readers of the Norwegian American
Weekly! There are three ways to enter the
contest:
1. Call us at (800) 305-0217
2. Email naw@norway.com
3. Write to us at 7301 5th Ave NE Ste
A, Seattle, WA 98115.
Please include your name and phone
number in your entry. Only one entry per
household. Entries must be received by the
Norwegian American Weekly by June 27
11:59 p.m. PST. Winners will be chosen by
random.org on June 28, and winners will be
notified by phone.
Questions? Contact us at (800) 305-0217
or (206) 441-3044 for more information.

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

The Wooden Spoon
S C A N D I N AV I A N S H O P
1617 Avenue K, Plano, Texas 75074
On the web: www.woodenspoon.ws
twonordic@aol.com • (972) 424-6867
Exclusive designs of the Wooden Spoon!
Uff da Wine Glass
$12.95
Uff da is-$9.95
Shipping
$12.00

We carry a complete line of Scandinavian gifts and food at the Wooden Spoon!
Call us at (800) 2-NORDIC or place your order online.
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On the EDGE

An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!
The promise of new discoveries
By Svein Ludvigsen, Governor of Troms County

Try to find Melkøya, a tiny little island
at 70° North. Look at the map outside Hammerfest, the world’s northernmost city with
10,000 inhabitants and there is Melkøya.
Believe it or not, this is an island of very
high importance, even for the U.S.
Melkøya is connected to a rich gas
field named Snøhvit in the Barents Sea.
Offshore Finnmark County, a new step in
the fairytale of Norwegian offshore oil and
gas industry, was opened in 2007, more
than 25 years after the fields were discovered. Since then, natural gas has streamed
through a 143-kilometer-long pipeline with
a diameter of 65.5 cm.
On the surface of the cold water, you
can’t see anything, but 345 meters down
Statoil annually produces natural gas worth
NOK 10 billion (approximately USD 2 billion).
As much as 25 percent of the world’s
remaining oil and gas resources are thought
to be in the Arctic. The Gulf Stream keeps
the sea outside the Norwegian coast icefree year round. At the same time, the same
region is home to some of the richest fish
stocks in the world. Again we see excellent Norwegian-designed subsea facilities
which let the fishing fleet continue its work.
Trawlers can tow their nets over the seabed
templates without any risk of being stuck.
The world will need more energy in
the years to come. The global population is
growing and needs a lot of energy to create economic growth and development. In
addition, the world needs energy to bring
people out of poverty.
Every five days, year round, an LNG
(liquefied natural gas) tanker leaves Ham-

Photo: Statoil

The first tanker with a cargo of liquefied natural gas (LNG) from the Snøhvit field left port
at Melkøya near Hammerfest, northern Norway, on Oct. 20, 2007.

merfest, loaded with gas for markets worldwide. One square meter of LNG, frozen
down at -163°C, expands 615 times when
unloaded at a terminal! Each ship bring
with it gas worth NOK 150 million, or USD
30 million.
Twenty days after the ship leaves Hammerfest and unloads at the Cove Point terminal in Connecticut, it is back in Norway.
Annually, Norway exports 2.5 billion m3
of LNG for U.S. citizens. One single ship
brings with it as much energy as 870 million KWh, equivalent to the energy 35,000
families use per year in Norway.
This has been possible thanks to new
technology developed by Norwegians in
cooperation with U.S. engineers and others. Research and practicable experiences
have given the oil companies more effec-

tive and environmental solutions than ever.
Oil and gas production in the Arctic water of Norway, as well as the warm waters
of the Gulf of Mexico, have state-of-the-art
technology. Today the production estimates
for the Snøhvit field is more than 50 percent
higher than the company predicted when
the production started in 2007. And this
“miscalculation” is a result of technology
development.
Drilling is now done in deeper parts
of the Gulf of Mexico than anyone previously thought was possible. The wells will
be drilled in roughly 2,000 meters of water
and penetrate no less than 1,000 meters into
the Earth’s crust. Among others, the Norwegian oil and gas company Statoil is involved. And deep sea drilling has started off
Norwegian shores.

At 70° North in the Barents Sea, the
same latitude as the pack ice North of Alaska, is the oil industry moving northwards in
Norway. They run an environmentally safe
production in a very vulnerable environment, whether you talk about fauna or flora,
fish or plankton. The climate is extreme, but
so is also the awareness of safety.
In Norway, and particularly in Northern Norway, there is great optimism. A driving force is the petroleum industry. Today
Statoil produces gas at Snøhvit field. Soon
ENI will start oil production from Goliath
field not so far from Snøhvit.
A few weeks ago Statoil and ENI discovered a new very promising oil field,
Skrugard, which they characterize as a
breakthrough for frontier-drilling in the
Barents Sea. The estimated volumes are
between 150 and 250 million barrels of oil
(o.e), and the most optimistic approaches
indicate as much as a total of 500 million
barrels (o.e). Skrugard may be the most
important finding offshore Norway the last
few decades!
Svein Ludvigsen (member
of
Høyre/Conservative
party) was elected to the
Norwegian
Parliament
from Troms in 1989, and
was re-elected on two occasions. From 2001 to
2005, Ludvigsen was Minister of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs. In 2001
he was appointed County Governor of Troms,
but because of his job as cabinet minister he
assumed the office in January 2006.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is not an endorsement of them.
Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

strike…

(…continued from page 1)
out in strike.
Talks between unions and employers
broke down on April 28.
In preparation for a potential strike,
Norwegians lined up at the minibank (ATM
machine) to withdraw cash.
“All minibanks will immediately cease
functioning from midnight if a strike is
called, as will what’s called betalingsterminaler, the electronic boxes used for debitand credit card purchases by stores, restaurants and most all merchants and suppliers
of services in Norway... Bank branches will
also close and bank websites won’t be functional, other than to show account balances.

SAM & ELLIE

By Ray Helle

Norwegians won’t be able to purchase anything over Norwegian websites, won’t be
able to make deposits into night safes or use
account telephones or other bank services,”
writes Views and News of Norway in an article about the strike.
Norwegian bank customers who are
traveling outside of Norway can still use
their bank cards and Norwegian cards can be
used on foreign websites.
At time of press, more than NOK 1.1 billion was withdrawn from Norwegian ATMs,
the equivalent of approximately USD 186
million.
According to Torgeir Kristiansen of
EDB ErgoGroup, which provides ATM services to 80 percent of Norwegian ATMs,

five times as much cash was withdrawn on
June 6, 2011, compared to one year prior.
By 5 p.m., more than 350 of Norway’s 2,000
ATMs ran out of cash.
National mediator Kari Gjesteby not put
together a compromise. However, she has
faith that it will be a solution in the course
of the night:
“We are still working together for a solution... We work in parallel with multiple
themes and we will continue until we have
been through it all. As long as no one has
gone, there is hope,” said Gjesteby to NRK.
To follow along with the strike, visit
Oslo-based news service “Views and News
from Norway” at www.newsinenglish.no.

Sign up for our
e-Newsletter!
Sent every Friday, we share
the week’s best stories, news
from the Norwegian American
Foundation and special offers.
It’s a great way to introduce
friends to the Weekly!
It’s free and easy to sign up.
Visit www.norway.com and
click on eMail Newsletter
Signup.
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Letters to the Editor

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Dear Editor,
Norwegian-American descendants from
the regions of Numedal, Telemark, Toten,
Hadeland, Land, Ringerike (Modum and
Drammen) and Sigdal (including Eggedal
and Krodsherad) are invited to attend the 7
Lag Stevne July 14 – 17 at the Best Western
Doublewood Convention Center in Fargo,
N.D. This annual event is open to the public
and is of special interest to descendants of
immigrants from the above regions.
The opening event will be a free Genealogy Open House, July 14 6:30 – 9:30
p.m. July 15 – 16 will feature a genealogy room with research materials from the
above-named areas of Norway as well as
U.S. records, with genealogists available to

a time for change…
(…continued from page 1)

“It’s a perfect time for new leadership as
another era of progress and development is
about to open for PLU.”
Loren Anderson serves as Chair of the
Norwegian American Foundation Board of
Directors.
In the coming year the university’s 2020
long-range plan will be completed. A highly
successful fundraising campaign will conclude. Well-established core pathways to academic distinction will continue. A number
of new graduate program offerings will be
ready for review and implementation by the
faculty. And several capital projects will be
fully funded, including the Karen Hille Phillips Center for Performing Arts and lowercampus athletic fields.
The Andersons, who came to PLU in
1992, say they are not retiring but are completing 20 years of service to the university
and then moving on to new areas of professional focus and service.
MaryAnn Anderson, 52, calls their decision, “a Wild Hope moment.”
“We are living true to Mary Oliver’s line
of poetry: ‘Tell me, what is it you plan to do
with your one wild and precious life?’” she
said. “It’s been PLU’s Wild Hope Project
theme and it’s now our theme – describing
Lutheran vocation and living lives of service.”
“We look forward to building our very
own array of new ventures that will include a
variety of professional assignments and volunteer projects as well as more time on the
farm in North Dakota and at our Minnesota

Han Ola og Han Per
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help. There will be lectures and tours. Sat.
evening there will be a banquet with entertainment. Full information and registration
forms are posted at www.7lagstevne.com.
The final day, July 17, there will be
separate meetings for the seven individual
lags. Of special interest, Sigdalslag will celebrate its 100th Anniversary, having been
founded in 1911 at Fergus Falls, Minn. It is
expected that some 140 Norwegians from
Sigdal, Eggedal and Krødsherad will join
a like number of Norwegian-Americans
for a meeting and smørgåsbord. See www.
sigdalslag.org for registration for the centennial celebration.
For further information, call me, Earl
Knutson, at (320) 222-1613) or Marilyn

Moen at (218) 736-5035.

Norwegian American Foundation

Sincerely,
Earl O. Knutson
VP, Sigdalslag

Kim Nesselquist

lake home,” Loren Anderson said.
“Our years at PLU have been both a
great gift and high honor,” he said. “We give
thanks each day for our faculty and staff colleagues, as well as countless PLU students,
donors, regents and friends who have blessed
and enriched our lives.”
Bruce Bjerke ’72, chair of the PLU
Board of Regents, praised the Andersons for
their years of service to the university.
“The Andersons’ tenure has been one
of unparalleled accomplishment. We owe
Loren and MaryAnn our deepest gratitude
as the university enters into the search for
our next president from a position of great
strength and stability,” Bjerke said.
The Board of Regents will form a committee to begin a national search to identify
candidates and make a recommendation to
the board. The regents will select the next
president. The process is expected to take
nine to 12 months.
PLU’s almost 20-year-journey under the
leadership of President Anderson has been
guided by a series of community-based, longrange plans and fundraising campaigns.
“Working together the campus community has realized so many important dreams,”
Anderson said. “All of us together have
sharpened and focused our mission as a Lutheran university. Together we have achieved
our goals to cultivate academic excellence,
to enhance our global perspective, to build
an engaged community and to nurture life as
vocation in the fullest sense.
“Our community has turned these
dreams into the reality of fiscal strength,
balanced budgets, and enrollment stability

while ensuring broad access to our programs
for all,” he said.
“These real and lasting accomplishments belong to the entire PLU community
and all who support and care for this special
place. It’s a shared legacy and will serve the
university for years to come.”
Throughout it all, MaryAnn Anderson
has been a vital part of the PLU presidency.
She has served the university as external relations coordinator working on development
strategies and managing the Gonyea Fellows
Leadership Program. The Gonyea fellows is
the group of students who assist in hosting
over 100 events that bring over 3,000 guests
each year to the president’s residence.
According to Bjerke, MaryAnn Anderson also has been the university’s ambassador extraordinaire. “MaryAnn has brought a
sophistication, grace and purpose to everything from campus events and activities, to
individual donor cultivation, to our university signature community events,” he said.
In many ways it will be business as
usual for the university during the coming
year, as teaching and learning continue and
administrative routines remain unchanged
with Loren Anderson in the lead. The work
of the search committee will be ongoing, but
separate from the university administration,
as the committee will report directly to the
Board of Regents.
The coming academic year will include
a series of events to celebrate and honor the
Andersons and their many contributions to
the university.
For more information, visit www.plu.
edu.

Dear Earl,
Thanks for sharing the information
about your upcoming stevne. Lags are a
great way for Norwegian-Americans to learn
more about their genealogy and heritage, as
well as to connect with others from the same
region. We wish you best of luck with the final planning, and please send us pictures!
Editor
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taste of norway

new format…

Keep your spirits up

(…continued from page 3)
dren these stories. Both because there are a
lot of Norwegians abroad, and because the
fairytales are exciting stories, with trolls, nature and historic elements,” said Per Harald
Borgen, owner and director of Forlaget Propell.
The book was first launched on the App
Store, and has already managed to climb to
the top of the list of the most popular applications for iPad in Norway, with almost 1,200
downloads in the first month. Bok&samfunn
considers a “normal” picture book that sells
between 600 and 1,000 books in Norway as
a success.
“The Ashlad and the Hungry Troll” is
adapted from the original fairytale by Asbjørnsen and Moe, but the language has been
modernized.
Forlaget Propell took a risk by putting
the application on Google’s Android app
store. Many publishers have chosen to only
use the Apple iTunes store solution to sell
their appbøker, partly because they believe
that the market for Android is not mature
enough.
“It was important for us to make the
book available in the Android Market too.
It is very stupid if all appbøker for children
should only be for Apple users,” said Borgen
in an interview with NRK.
The Norwegian version of “The Ashlad
and the Hungry Troll” has been a huge success in Norway, topping the iPad App Store
just three days after its release.
With the app now available in North

Try these refreshing cocktails recipes
from Norway’s Vikingfjord Vodka

Citrus Martini
1 oz Vikingfjord Vodka
1 oz citrus liquor
Fresh lemon juice
Twist of lemon, to garnish
In a cocktail shaker, mix all ingredients
together with ice and strain into a chilled
cocktail glass. Garnish with lemon.

Photo: Forlaget Propell

Orange undertones add citrus depth to
the lemon explosion.

A page from “The Ashlad and the Hungry Troll”
app. The e-book is illustrated and narrated.

America, it’s a great way to introduce Norwegian culture in a fun and innovative way.
“I really hope Norwegian-Americans
will enjoy this app, and I think it will be a
great way to show their children some traditional Norwegian culture,” said Borgen.
To download the app, visit http://goo.gl/
kOTuL (Apple App Store) and http://goo.gl/
KEDRy (Android Market). For more information about Forlaget Propell, visit www.
forlagetpropell.no.

Lemon Cranberry
Sensation
1 oz Vikingfjord Vodka
1/2 oz triple sec or other orange liquor
1/2 oz simple syrup
1 oz fresh lemon juice
Fresh cranberries, to garnish
Lime peel, to garnish

Stop by our Scandinavian cafe!
Featuring open-faced sandwiches, pea soup, and a variety of delicious
cakes and desserts. Served 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday

In a cocktail shaker, mix all ingredients
together with ice and strain into a chilled
cocktail glass. Garnish with apple, cranberries and lime peel.

w w w. s c a n s p e c i a l t i e s . c o m
6719 NW 15th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: (206) 784-7020 — Toll free: (877) 784-7020
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping!

Blueberry
Granita

Nordic delicacies

1 oz Vikingfjord Vodka
1/2 oz blueberry liquor
Fresh berries (blueberries, blackberries,
black currant)

“a taste of Norway iN the heart of BrooklyN!”

6909 Third Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
Phone: (718) 748-1874 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com

Blend all ingredients with crushed ice
in a blender. Pour into a chilled cocktail
glass. Garnish with fresh Nordic berries. If
you like blueberry pie then give this liquid
version a try.

Win a copy of
Max Manus
Norway’s award-winning
World War II biopic now in
North American format!
The Norwegian American Weekly is giving
away 10 free copies to our readers.
Read more on page 3 to enter our drawing!

All text and photos courtesy of Vikingfjord Vodka.
For more recipes, visit www.vikingfjord.com

T h e L it t l e Viking Gift Shop p e
a touch of Scandinavia in southern California

Come see our new shop in Temecula!
Fine gifts and collectibles, cooking supplies, clothing, and more!
Seaport Village • 817 West Harbor Dr.
San Diego, CA 92101

(619) 232-7160 • (951) 676-6800
www.thelittleviking.com

Old Town • 28480 C Old Town Front St.
Temecula, CA 92590
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travel

The Sognefjell Mountain Road
High in the Jotunheimen
mountains, the
Sognefjellet Mountain
Road runs between
the Sognefjord and the
Gudbrandsdalen Valley
VisitNorway

www.visitnorway.com

The Sognefjellet Mountain Road is the
highest mountain pass in Northern Europe
(highest point 1,434 meters above sea level).
Along its 108 kilometers you will find more
records: The Sognefjord, the second longest fjord in the world with its 204 kilometers. Mainland Norway’s largest glacier, the
Jostedalsbreen Glacier, and Galdhøpiggen,
Norway’s highest mountain.
It has been awarded the status national
tourist route because of the spectacular and
wild mountain scenery it passes through.
In January 2007, the British newspaper
The Guardian named the Sognefjellet Mountain Road one of the top 10 bike rides in
the world. According to the paper “the high
mountain road is enveloped in an icy beauty
that is out of this world.”
There are five panoramic view- and
rest areas with facilities in bold architectural forms along the Sognefjellet Mountain
Road. Here you can experience both nature
and architecture in great interaction.
What to see
The 204-kilometer-long Sognefjord is
the longest fjord in Norway. You drive along
the inner part of the fjord named the Lustrafjord. From the National Tourist Route, you
have a great view over the fjord and the surrounding small villages, mountains, rivers
and waterfalls.
Urnes Stave Church is the oldest Stave
Church in Norway, and is part of the UNESCO World Heritage. You can drive to Urnes
Stave Church from Skjolden along the east
side of the fjord. Or you can take the ferry
from Solvorn, further out the Sognefjord.
The 229-meter-high Feigumfossen Waterfall at the east side of the Lustrafjord. You
can take the short walk in to the falls or admire the view of it from the National Tourist
Route at the opposite side of the fjord.
At the Hurrungane mountain formation, you will find some of Norway’s tallest
mountains, with 24 peaks over 2,000 meters
above sea level. There are great views to the
mountains from the road.
At the top of the Sognefjellet Mountain
Road, you have a great view towards the
Smørstabbreen Glacier with its surrounding
mountains.
What to do
Paddling a kayak beneath steep mountainsides with cascading waterfalls is a
unique way to experience nature. FjordSeal
Kayak Tours is based in the small village
Marifjøra close to Gaupne, and offers guided
kayak trips on the Lustrafjord, the innermost
part of the Sognefjord.
If you drive from Skjolden to Jostedalen
and Nigard, there are arranged different
guided glacier hikes on the Nigardsbreen
Glacier. Breheimsenteret, which is a visitor’s
center, is also situated here.

Photo: Werner Harstad/ Statens vegvesen

Tourists stretch their legs at Sognefjellshytta.

From the campsite at Jostedal Camping
at Gjerde in Jostedalen, you can go rafting in
the river Jostedøla. The longest rafting tour
is from the glaciers to the fjord.
The Hurrungane mountains is a great
area for mountaineering, climbing, glacier
hiking and skiing. Turtagrø Mountain Hotel
is a natural meeting point for people who
wants to explore this mountain area.
In May and June, the Sognefjellet mountain is a popular area for skiing. Due to the
high altitude, there are much snow left in the
mountains during late spring/early summer.
Fannaråken at 2,068 meters above sea level
is one of many popular goals for skiers in the
area.
From Krossbu Turiststasjon and Leirvassbu Fjellstue at the Sognefjellet mountain, there are guided glacier hikes across the
Smørstabbreen Glacier.
Galdhøpiggen Summer Ski Center is
located below Norway’s highest mountain
Galdhøpiggen. Here you have possibilities
for powder even during the summer. Drive
the mountain road from Galdesand near Lom
to the Galdhøpiggen Summer Ski Center.
Where to stay
Turtagrø Mountain Hotel was established in 1888. From the hotel, you have panoramic view to the Hurrungane mountains.
The hotel offers guided tours.
Jotunheimen Fjellstue is a high standard
mountain hotel with all facilities. It is easily
accessible, 50 meters from the Sognefjellet
Mountain Road.
Røisheim Hotel in the beautiful Bøverdalen Valley consists of 14 preserved buildings, mostly from the eighteenth century. All
the buildings have been faithfully restored to
modern standards of comfort. A pearl in one
of Norway’s most beautiful mountain landscapes.
Where to eat
Jotunheimen Fjellstue is widely known
for its good kitchen and its well-known wine
cellar. Every evening they serve a new menu,
composed by the chefs. The wine cellar has

a good selection of wines from many parts
of the world.
The kitchen at Elveseter Hotel reflects
the unique atmosphere and the majestic surrounding nature. The menu is healthy and is
comprising local food with the use of local
ingredients.
The cuisine at Fossheim Tourist Hotel
has been developed over many years, with
Norwegian tradition at its heart. The head
chef is a former member of the Norwegian
national cookery team.

Facts
•

Road: Fv. 55 between Gaupne by
the Sognefjord and Lom in the
Gudbrandsdalen Valley
• Length: 108 kilometers
• Highest point: 1,434 meters above
sea level
• Opening time: The road is closed
during winter time. The road opens
approximately 1 May, and is closed
late autumn depending on the
amount of snow.
For more information, go to www.visitnorway.com.

A Piece of Norway in America

Norwegian Laft Hus
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada

The Norwegian Laft Hus Museum in Red Deer, Alberta, is a center for the
preservation, interpretation, and study of material relating to life and culture of
Norwegian-Canadians. Since its opening, has become widely recognized as one of
Western Canada’s most unique interpretive centers. For more information,
call (403) 347-2055 or visit www.norwegianlafthussociety.ca.

Share your favorite piece of Norway in America!
Call (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.com
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Photo of the Week

Norwegian 101

Language practice with Heidi Håvan Grosch

A visit to the library (Besøke på biblioteket)

Photo courtesy of Diane Jackson

Mari-Ann Kind Jackson with three of her grandchildren after the 17th of May
parade in Seattle, Wash.

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?
Email naw@norway.com or mail your photo with a caption.
Ole and Lena took a trip to the Twin Cities of
Minneapolis and St. Paul. They had been asked
by Lars to be on the lookout for a bull to replace
the one that Lars had lost to an oncoming train.
Lars told him to send a short telegram and he
would come get it. Ole and Lena found one in
Somerset, Wis. So they went to the telegraph office to send a wire. Upon learning it would cost
$1 per word, Ole thought a few minutes and finally settled one one word: COMFORTABLE.
Ole explained to Lena, “Vell, you know Lars
reads real slow, so vhen he reads it off, he’ll get
the message: COME FOR DA BULL.”

From the journal of

Ole and Lena

America’s favorite Norwegians!

10. juni
Marian Haugen
Buckley WA
Peter Tjonn
Kalispell MT
Timothy L Smith
Portland OR
Sivert Joramo
Everett WA
Lucy Chellstorp Lucking
Ojai CA
Nancy Winsor
Jefferson NH
Merlin Nils Solvang
Ferndale WA
11. juni
Sverre Arne Isane
Badger MN
Rose Nappen Harris Huntington Beach CA
Gayle Wergeland
Bothell WA
12. juni
Oscar Aspli
Riverton WY
Stewart R Engebretson
Oro Valley AZ
Nils Gjersengen
Aremark Norway
Tordis Solheim
Seattle WA
Heidi Strand Magnus Cortlandt

Manor NY

Barbara Vigsnes
Bennington VT
13. juni
Oscar Strom
Sturgeon Bay WI
Clarice Keeney
Sun City AZ
Dagrun Isane Brotherston Olympia WA
Diane Omdal Langill
S. Pasadena CA

Summer time is the perfect time (den perfekte tiden) to visit the
library (å besøke biblioteket) and check out a good book (sjekke ut ei
god bok). When I first moved to Norway (flyttet til Norge) one of the first
things I did was get a library card (bibliotekkort). I was thrilled (veldig
glad) to find I could check out (låne) nonfiction books, picture books,
comic books, books on tape and DVDs (sakprosa, bildebøker, tegneserier,
lydbøker og DVDer). The music collection (musikksamlingen) ranged
from classical music to country (klassisk til country), folk music to rockand-roll (folkemusikk til rock-and-roll), and if I wanted to I could listen to
different CDs every week (høre på forskjellige CDer hver uke)... for free
(gratis).
People read special books at special times (folk leser spesielle bøker
på spesielle tider). During Easter (Påske), everyone reads crime novels
(krim), and new titles come out in paperback (paperback) every year.
Romances (romanser), novels (romaner) and mysteries (mysterier) make
good beach reads (strandlesning) in the summer and year round (året
rundt) farmers read about tractors (leser om traktorer).
Many libraries host a variety of programs (forskjellige programmer)
from book talks to Saturday family performances (familieforetstillinger),
and local school children (skolebarn) make regular visits to check out
books (låne bøker) or get homework help (hjelp
med hjemmelekser). Immigrants enjoy free
Internet access (gratis Internet) and the
availability of books in many languages
(forskjellige språk) and every day people
gather to read newspapers and magazines
(aviser og ukeblader). Good thing the
library has their own coffee machine! (egen
kaffemaskin!)

14. juni
Esther Halvorsen Hartman Charlotte FL
Harold Fossedal
Santa Monica CA
Mabel Fransen
Astoria OR
Odlaug Malmedal
Portland OR
Knut Aaltvedt
Porsgrunn Norway
Walter O Shuros
Fairbanks AK
Engeline Hinderlie Haugesund Norway
Lloyd Naess
Vancouver BC
15. juni
Leonard Anderse
Chicago IL
Anna Danielsen
Narvik Norway
Helen Larsen
Seattle WA
Gerd Lunder
Stavanger Norway
Randy Treer
Westerville OH
Johnny Delin
Plainville CT
16. juni
Lars Romendal
Kviteseid Norway
Ragna Jensen
San Francisco CA
Ole Fletten
Auburn WA
Louise Fidje Warwick
Lake Stevens WA

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217 or
email us at naw@norway.com. Birthdays
must be submitted at least one month in
advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list
passed away? Please notify us so we can
remove them from the list. Takk!

Roald Amundsen
South Pole Expedition Centennial
1911 – 2011

10 juni – lørdag
Samme Elie bris. Månen har stor
makt sellom den ikke viser sei. Det er betydli lysere og kann mann da se litt, mann
går ikke helt i blinne. Forberedelserne
fortsættes. Flere goe fotografier av vore
snearbeidsromm har vært tatt i dag. Badet
nyder samme anseelse. Næsten alle mann
har hatt sei ett bad i emd.
June 10 – Saturday
Same E’erly breeze. The moon has a
great effect even if it doesn’t show itself.
It is considerably lighter and one can see
a bit more, and not walk completely blind.
Preparations continue. Several good photographs of our snow workshops have
been taken today. The bathroom is just as
much in use. Nearly everyone has had a
bath this evening.

Brought to you by the Fram Museum in Oslo

Win a copy of
Max Manus
Norway’s award-winning
World War II biopic now in
North American format!
The Norwegian American Weekly is giving
away 10 free copies to our readers.
Read more on page 3 to enter our drawing!
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In Loving Memory

Just a minute
Encouraging columns by the late Pastor Per W. Larsen, written for Norway
Times and now shared with the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary free of charge.

Audun J. Hollekim
Died May 13, 2011

Audun J. Hollekim, 72, of Whiting, N.J.,
died Friday, May 13, 2011 at Community
Medical Center in Toms River, N.J. Mr. Hollekim was born in Tysnes, Norway. He lived
in North Plainfield before moving to Whiting
nine years ago. He was an insurance inspector for 30 years, working for Prudential and
Upfro Associates. He was a member of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Whiting.

He is survived by his wife of 45 years,
Dolores; three children and their spouses,
Audun and Michelle of Flemington, N.J.,
Eric and Chris of Louisville, Colo., and Siri
and John of Edinburgh, Scotland; four sisters, all living in Norway; one sister-in-law,
Barbara of Scranton, Pa.; six grandchildren
and many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by four brothers and one sister.

William F. Fuller

February 28, 1930 – April 26, 2011
William Farley Fuller, age 81, of Marion, Mass., died unexpectedly on April 26,
2011.
He was born Feb. 28, 1930, in New York
City to Margaret Elizabeth Farley and Wallace Watt Fuller.
He graduated from Portsmouth Priory
School and Harvard University with BA
and MBA degrees. He played rugby for
Harvard and was a founding member of the
Wall Street Rugby Club. At Harvard he was
a member of the Hasting Pudding Club and
the Phoenix Club.
He served on active duty as an enlisted
man in the U.S. Marine Corps and later as an
artillery lieutenant with U.S. Army in Korea,
where he received the Commendation Ribbon. In 1955, he married Barbara Jane MacNeil of Newton, Mass., and settled in Darien,
Conn.
In his 35-year business career, he specialized in municipal bonds, becoming Senior Vice President, director, and head of the
Municipal Bond and Public Finance Department for White Weld & Co. and later Paine
Webber. He retired as Executive Vice President with Rotan Mosle and Co., in Houston,
Texas.
In his private life, he excelled in chess
as a young man, and in music, playing the
violin and later in life the cello. He was an
expert sailor, an active member of the Darien
Yacht Club, and Commander of the Darien
Power Squadron. He restored and conserved
antique books, an enthusiasm he shared with
his great-uncle, Frank Hogan, a legendary at-

rockheim…

(…continued from page 3)
unveiled its list of 15 nominees for the honorary award. The nominees had to meet a set
of criteria, most notably having made their
album at least 25 years ago, meaning that all
nominees released their debut albums prior
to 1985. A maximum of five new entries to
the prestigious Hall of Fame will be made
each year – the number of nominees is set
to 15.
Based in Trondheim, Rockheim is Norway’s national, governmentally funded museum, archive and expo centre for pop and
rock. Rockheim collects archives and disseminates key memorabilia, releases, artifacts and other assets of Norwegian popular
music dating back to the 1950s up until the
present.
The nominees for the 2011 Rockheim
Hall of Fame:
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torney and collector of rare books.
As a resident of Stonington, Conn., he
was a trustee of the Westerly Library and officer of both the Village Improvement Association and the Historical Society. He moved
to Marion, Massachusetts in 1998, where
he was again involved with the library and
joined the Board of Directors of the Community Nurse Association.
He and his wife restored the Elizabeth
Taber House and in 1999 received the preservation award from the Waterfront Historic
Area League in New Bedford. A granddaughter attended Tabor Academy.
In retirement, he pursued studies of favorite subjects, including the poet Emily
Dickinson, and the role of Norway in World
War II. He wrote and published “Reckless
Courage,” a history of a Norwegian family
during the German occupation. The book
has been in print for seven years and was
recently published in Norway. In 2009, he
was named an Honorary Son of Norway. He
helped in the management of the award-winning Boom Restaurant in Westbrook, Conn.,
founded by his daughter Jean.
He is survived by his wife; by five
daughters, Frances Baldwin, Faith Fuller,
Abigail Fuller, Ruah Seidel, and Jean Gest;
by a sister, Margaret Fuller MacNeil; a halfbrother, John Fuller; and nine grandchildren,
Jack and Ali Madigan; Elian and Jamesin
Seidel; William Baldwin; Leonore, John Patrick, and William Fuller; and Barbara Nell
Gest. He was preceded in death by his granddaughter, Josephine Fuller.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aim for the stars
For sure, I could have been a better husI think it was Andy Capp and his wife
having a marital conflict one day. We know band in so many, many ways, and I could
them from the comic strip in our newspapers. have been a better pastor and served my peoAndy was caught red-handed for some ne- ple better, if, if... if I had given more room
glect of his husband duties. His lame excuse for God’s guidance in my life and trusted
Him more in the diversities of life.
was “Honey, nobody is perfect, you know.”
Replied she: “No, but you could have
“If you want to reach the rooftop, aim
come an awful lot closer!”
for the stars!”
That’s our situation as human beings.
Oh yes! We are human beings with limitations and shortcomings, but that is hardly We’ll never reach the stars, never reach peran excuse for all our blunders in life. “We fection. But the rooftop is also an accomcould have come an awful lot closer,” closer plishment, a little “closer.” If I should choose
towards improvement and toward a better the epitaph on my headstone, it would probjob of living, if our goals and desires had ably be “He Tried.”
been more focused on that goal. There are
For tried I did. Not hard enough. but I
plenty of regrets. Just consider this guy... I did try! How great is it that salvation is built
could have been a better father to my chil- on God’s grace in Christ and not upon our
dren, shown more understanding, given successes in life. Indeed, by that grace we
them more time, tried harder to establish a shall one day reach the “stars.”
closer relationship. But no person in heaven
or earth can bungle the fact that I love
Fullthem!
Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!

Our Experienced
daily specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel

Our daily specials and regularly updated information
help ayou make
wise travel
decisions in
a constantly changing world!
decisionswill in
constantly
changing
world!

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Call us for details!

Verrazano TraVel & leisure
1 (718) 979-6641
inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

Featuring great Nordic products
Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
and more!

Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com
Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly

Join a financial services organization
focused on what matters to you.
Experience what makes Thrivent Financial for Lutherans different.
We help our members support
the causes that are important to
them—in their communities,
their congregations and around
the world.
If you’re not a Thrivent Financial
member, now is a great time to
become one.
For more information,
visit us at Thrivent.com.

Alf Prøysen
Bjørn Eidsvåg
a-ha
Popol Vuh
Radka Toneff
Åge Aleksandersen
Terje Rypdal
Lars Lillo-Stenberg
Anne Grete Preus
Jokke & Valentinerne
Arne Bendiksen
Audun Tylden
Wenche Myhre
Mari Boine
The Monn-Keys

A jury of 100 music industry and media
reps will cast their votes based on the list of
nominees. The top five nominees will be inaugurated in the Hall of Fame at a ceremony
held at Rockheim on Aug. 21.

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Find us on Facebook!
Thrivent.com/facebook
Follow us on Twitter!
Thrivent.com/twitter
Join our community!
LutheransOnline.com

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
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Calendar of Events All eyes on Norway
What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Norwegian architecture garners international attention

California

Midsummer Party at Nansen Field
June 18
Rolling Hills Estates, Calif.
Join us for the Midsummer Party at Nansen
Field! This 11th annual event features all
the shrimp you can eat and dancing. Grill
meats and pasta will be served for those
who don’t like pasta. Come celebrate with
the Scandinavian organizations. Admission: $30 per person. For more information, visit www.nansenfield.org or call Sue
Berlin at (310) 869-4337.

Colorado

Scandinavian Midsummer Festival
June 25 – 26
Estes Park, Colo.
Weekend of Scandinavian music, dance,
food, crafts, Viking re-enactors, as well as
craft and lefse demonstration tents. Starts
9:30 a.m. at Bond Park, located at E. Elkhorn & MacGregor, Estes Park, CO 80517.
Join us for the raising of the maypole, followed by procession of flags and national
anthems. Continuous entertainment daily.
Free, family event, wheelchair accessible.
For more information, visit www.estesmidsummer.com, call (303) 449-9596 or email
info@estesmidsummer.com.

Illinois

Scandinavian Midsommar Celebration
June 18
South Elgin, Ill.
Scandinavian Park, Inc. presents its 6th
annual Scandinavian Midsommar Celebration. Join us on June 18 from 1:30 – 9 p.m.
at Vasa Park, located at Route 31 in South
Elgin, Ill. Festival opens with children’s
parade and dancing around the Maypole.
Crafts and games for children and free pony
rides. Live musical entertainment throughout the day. Bonfire lighting and traditional
toast beginning at sunset. Scandinavian
food for sale or bring your own picnic. Donation: $5 for adults, children 12 and under
free. For more information, call (847) 6956720 or visit www.vasaparkil.com.
Illinois Norsk Rosemalers Show
June 22
Geneva, Ill.
A juried rosemaling show featuring hundreds of one-of-a-kind, hand-painted
woodenware by members and Vesterheim
Gold Medalists! Join us from 10 a.m. – 5
p.m. at the Geneva History Center, located
at 113 S. 3rd St., Geneva, IL 60134. Featuring a raffle, coffee stoga with Norwegian
goodies and the Association’s ornament of
the year are also part of the show. This program is partially supported by a grant from
the Illinois Arts Council. Call (262) 7672857 or email bettyjnellen@yahoo.com.

New Jersey

Rosemaling & Carving Sammenkomst
July 19 – 23
Rockaway, N.J.
Come join the fun and learn Rosemaling
and Acanthus Carving! Lessons are for all
levels of learning at a four-day session at
Nor-Bu Lodge at Lake Telemark in Rockaway, N.J. Let’s preserve our heritage

through this cultural event! Eldrid Skjold
Arntzen, VGM will teach Rosemaling and
Ken Arntzen, VGM, will teach Acanthus
Carving. (Acanthus Carving Class has limited space). This is a great opportunity for
all to spend the week with Vesterheim Gold
Medalist teachers and learn from the best.
Hotel accomodation information available
upon request. Admission: $25 per day per
class. For more information, contact Deborah Landvik-Larsen at (973) 784-4564
(day) or (973) 442-4642 (evening).

Nevada

10th Anniversary of the Snowshoe
Thompson Statue
June 19
Genoa, Nevada
The Friends of Snowshoe Thompson is a
non-profit organization in historic Genoa,
Nev., the western terminus of famed Norwegian Snowshoe Thompson’s grueling
winter mail deliveries over the Sierra Nevada on skis. The organization raised funds
and dedicated a statue of Thompson in the
Mormon Station State Park, and this year
they are celebrating the 10th anniversary of
this dedication. The event begins at 2 p.m.,
and the sculptor will be present, and there
will be music, refreshments, Norwegian
dancing, Norwegian Fjord horses, and Norwegian dignitaries. Sons of Norway Hvite
Fjell Lodge #6-151 of Reno and Daughters
of Norway Queen Maud Lodge of Carson
City will be participating. Free admission!
Call (755) 782-5697 or visit http://www.
snowshoethompson.org for more information.

North Dakota

Vestlandslag Stevne
June 23 – 25
Fargo, N.D.
Three of our member lags – Hardangerlag,
Rogalandslag and Sunnhordlandslag – had
their beginnings in 1911 and are planning
special things to commemorate their anniversary at the Vestlandslag stevne June 23
– 25 in Fargo, N.D., at the Best Western
Doublewood Inn. For more information
and to register, contact Robert Hanson at
H4414463@juno.com, (763) 441-4463 or
(651) 470-0236.

Photos: Jarmund & Vigsnæs

The elongated White House by Jarmund & Vigsnæs architecture is narrowest in the middle and is
beautifully set in the grounds.

Line Grundstad Hanke

Line Grundstad Hanke Interior Design

It is not only Snøhetta that makes a notice abroad. The private residence, entitled
the White House by Jarmund & Vigsnæs
arkitekter, is featured in the magazine Wallpaper and has garnered positive reviews. The
house is of modern design and located not
far from Oslo on a property featuring the
pine woods to the north and with a lovely
view of the Oslo fjord.
The name White House describes the
home well since it is painted white on the
outside as well as the inside. The floor plan
is designed so that the house get maximum
use of the morning sun and blends well into
the nature.
“If we can design each project different from time to time and not be as easily
recognizable designed by us, then we have
reached the goal,” said Håkon Vigsnæs of

the Norweigan architecture firm Jarmund &
Vigsnæs.
Norwegian architecture is attracting
attention in general due to our approach to
design. New homes are designed with clean
lines and functionality, blending well into
the nature and the property of choice. We
have always focused on light – it is important to make the best use of the natural light
in order to make the home feel good and be
energy efficient, the longer we have natural
light and put off turning on the light the less
electricity we use.
So let’s make a toast to Norway and its
architecture and design from getting recognized!
For more information about Jarmund &
Vigsnæs, visit www.jva.no/start.html.

Washington, D.C.

Race to the End of the Earth exhibit
Through August 21
Washington, D.C.
One hundred years ago, two teams led by
Britain’s Robert F. Scott and Norway’s
Roald Amundsen braved starvation and
Antarctica’s frozen environment in a race
to be first to the South Pole. Come travel
with them through breathtaking photographs, historic artifacts and interactive
exhibits in this powerful story of exploration at the National Geographic Society in
Washington, D.C. Admission: Adults – $8,
Military/Seniors/Students/Groups: – $6,
Children – $4, School & youth group –
Free. Photography exhibitions in the museum’s M Street gallery and outdoors are
free. Open 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. daily. Visit
http://events.nationalgeographic.com/
events/exhibits/2011/05/25/race-end-earth.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to add your list to the Norway.com online calendar and the Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

high expectations…
(…continued from page 3)

sector and social services have been popular
campaign topics for a long time, used to gain
more voters and support.
“Norway has been characterized by the
ambitions we have for our public sector and
their ability to drastically improve people’s
lives. That has created a sense of optimism
and sky-high expectations,” says Vike.
Director of NAV, Joakim Lystad, agrees:
“Some of our clients probably wish that we
could take over the complete responsibility
for their lives,” he says. “We do think that

some people have unrealistic expectations
of what we can do for them within today’s
regulations.”
Vike adds that in spite of his criticism,
Norway’s social services and public sector
have also been effective in many ways. “We
have avoided that certain social groups are
affected by the same social problems generation after generation,” he says. Still, he fears
for the future and hopes that Norway will
look to countries like Denmark and Sweden
for inspiration. “Where people don’t demand
support – but apply,” Vike says.
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In your neighborhood

Norway by New York You can go home again

A wealth of Norwegian connections in the Big Apple

Consul General Gary Gandrud returns to his
hometown of Sunburg, Minn. for Syttende Mai

Photos: Gary Erickson

Consul General Gary Gandrud in the Syttende Mai parade in his hometown of Sunburg, Minn.
Photo courtesy of Victoria Hofmo

Every May, the Scandinavian East Coast Museum hosts “Viking Fest” in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, N.Y.
John, NAW reader Elsie Willumsen and Bob Carlsen ham it up at this year’s Viking Fest.

Don Mehus

New York City, N.Y.

New York City, along with the upper
Midwest (centering on Minneapolis) and the
Pacific Northwest (centering on Seattle), is
one of the three major Norwegian areas in
the U.S. In fact, awhile back so many Norse
from the Old Country settled in the Bay
Ridge section of Brooklyn that the community was considered the third largest Norwegian city anywhere, exceeded in population
only by Oslo and Bergen.
Here we provide useful information
about a number of the various Norwegian
and Norse-related institutions and organizations located in this area. As there is much
Norwegian activity year-around in New York
City, this information may prove especially
helpful for those who might be planning a
visit to the Big Apple.

for various dinners and other events through
the year, including the recently held 57th
Miss Norway Contest. For more information, contact: George A. Jensen, Chairman.
1250 67th Street; Brooklyn, N.Y. Phone:
(718) 232-2322.

American Scandinavian Foundation
The American Scandinavian Foundation
(ASF), which is now celebrating its 100th anniversary, serves as the leading educational
and cultural path between the United States
and the five Nordic countries. On the eve of
May 17 this year, the ASF presented a notable speaker with special links to Norway,
Kofi Annan, recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize in Oslo in 2001. Mr. Annan recently
completed his service as seventh Secretary
General of the United Nations, successor to
the prestigious Norwegian diplomat, Trygve
Lie. The latter was the very first to serve in
that position, during those trying and highly
challenging post-World War II years of 1946
– 1953.
The ASF, which has provided grants for
thousands of Americans to study in Scandinavia as well as for many Scandinavians
to study on this side of the Atlantic, offers
a wide range of cultural events year round
– lectures, concerts, lectures, symposiums,
films, receptions, and much more – at its
NYC headquarters, Scandinavia House, located at 58 Park Avenue South; New York,
N.Y. 10016; Phone: (212) 879-9779; Web:
www.scandinaviahouse.org.

Leif Erikson Society
This society, whose monthly meetings
in a church next to Leif Erikson Park present
informative lectures and historic films, welldeserves its motto: “We Study the Viking
Age.” Contact Carl Hedlund, President, at
(718) 858-2491.

Norwegian Christian Home, Brooklyn
The Norwegian Christian Home and
Health Center is a most pleasant domicile for
its residents as well as a stimulating venue

Scandinavian East Coast Museum
On Saturday, May 14, the Scandinavian
East Coast Museum (SECM), whose mission
it is to study and celebrate the life and history
of Scandinavians from throughout the American East Coast area, presented a “Viking
Fest” with a re-enactment of a Viking battle
scene, with music and dance from Vikingrelated countries, and more. Contact Victoria
Hofmo, founder and director of SECM, at
(718) 748-5950.

Royal Norwegian Consulate General in
New York
The Royal Norwegian Consulate General is located at 825 Third Avenue, in Manhattan. Consul General in New York is Sissel
Breie, who gave such a sterling talk at NSC
on May 17. Information and assistance relating to the Home Country as well as to the
Norwegian community here and elsewhere
are high on the list of its valuable services.
Call (212) 421-7333.
Scandinavian Tourism Boards
The Scandinavian Tourism Boards are
superb venues for information of all kinds
about Norway and other Nordic countries,
including maps, travel literature, schedules,
prices, and more. Contact Harald Hansen at
Norwegian Tourism Board, 655 Third Avenue; New York, N.Y. 10017. Phone (212)
885-9700.
Edvard Grieg Society
The Edvard Grieg Society has presented
CONTINUES PAGE 15

Gary Erickson
Sunburg, Minn.

Author Thomas Wolfe wrote in his book
“Look Homeward, Angel,” that one cannot
go home again; one cannot return to a place
and find it as it once was or as it was remembered. Honorary Consul General Gary Gandrud, Norwegian Honorary Consulate General – Minneapolis, returned home on May 22
to find himself in an experience manifesting
the stuff of which only childhood fantasies
are made. Consul General Gandrud walked
as the invited Grand Marshal of his old home
town’s Syttende mai tog (parade).
And, walk he did, the entire one-mile
route winding through west-central Minnesota’s 97-person Norwegian prairie village
of Sunburg. His ambulation was preceded
by two local children with a 9-foot long banner stretched between them that announced
the formal capacity of his return home.
Waving the Norwegian flag, smiling,
grinning and calling out greetings to old
friends, relatives and neighbors, Consul

General Gandrud was accepted as the old
resident he was; now, too, the personification
of a Norwegian government come to visit,
to acknowledge the validity of life style and
language traditions while at the same time
bringing bases and understanding for today’s
new relationships.
The parade’s completion came at the
Sunburg Community Center and Volunteer
Fire Department. Consul General Gandrud
took part in American picnic fare. The absence of traditional Norwegian is og pølser
(ice cream and hot dog), however, was not
lost on participating Norwegian high school
foreign exchange students.
Consul General Gandrud sat shoulderto-shoulder with area folk in a row of picnic
tables, comfortable in a two-world dichotomy, building new bridges of understanding
between America and today’s Norway as
only an old son could do.

Win a copy of
Max Manus
Norway’s award-winning
World War II biopic now in
North American format!
The Norwegian American Weekly is giving
away 10 free copies to our readers.
Read more on page 3 to enter our drawing!
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Norwegian heritage

Norwegian Language Corner
The boys from Vangen:

Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Written by Leif Halse
Vangsgutane, a classic series in Norway from 1941 to present, was used as curriculum material in
Norwegian schools, as the series had easy-to-read text with pictures. Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri
My Astri Publishing brings the copyrighted bilingual English/Norwegian serialization of “The
Boys From Vangen: Vangsgutane” to the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly to practice
their Norwegian reading skills, as well as enjoy a Norwegian classic!

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his home
country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us in on
the good, the bad and the unexpected!

Seeing the U.S. through a
Norwegian’s eyes
PEIK REDDER KÅRE

Mens Steinar sliter og prøver å få broren løs, drar Peik lasset sitt i en stor sving.
Nå kommer han igjen slik at han stevner
beint mot tømmerlunnen. Så bøyer han
den kraftige nakken og setter horna under
stokken som klemmer over foten til Kåre.
Peik løfter på stokken så lett som ingen
ting, og så er Kåre fri igjen.
Varsomt legger Steinar broren på
sleden og tar tommene. «Ja, nå får du sanneleg sette opp farten, Peik!» sier han.
Peik legger friskt i veg, og løper som
en riktig travhest framover bygdevegen.
Snart er de heime på Vangen. Sigrid steller med foten til Kåre og legger sønnen til
sengs.
Men Kåre syns ikke han har tid til å
være sjuk, og dagen etter er han oppe igjen og like god. Mor hans sier det er best
han holder seg i ro med foten sin noen
dager, men da danser Kåre halling så det
smeller i kjøkkengolvet. Ingen skal være i
tvil om at foten er i orden. De må ikke tro
noe annet.

PEIK SAVES KÅRE
While Steinar is trying hard to get his
brother free, Peik drives his load in a big
circle. Now he comes back so that he is
headed straight for the pile. Then he bends
his strong neck and puts his horns under
the log that is trapping Kåre’s foot. Peik
lifts up the log as though it is nothing, and
then Kåre is free again.
Steinar carefully places his brother
on the sled and takes the reins. “Yes, now
you’d better move quickly, Peik!” he says.
Peik sets off briskly, running like a real
trotting horse would along the country
roads. Soon they are home at Vangen. Sigrid attends to Kåre’s foot and puts her son
to bed.
But Kåre doesn’t think he has time to
be sick, and the next day he is up again,
as good as new. His mother says that it is
best that he takes it easy with his foot for
a few days, but Kåre dances the Halling
so the kitchen floor rattles. Nobody can
doubt that his foot is just fine, you can be
sure of that.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods • Illustrated by Jens R. Nilssen
Vangsgutane bilingual book available for $19.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com

Astri, My Astri: Norwegian Heritage Stories

Written by Deb Nelson Gourley

A collection of 16 Norwegian heritage stories published in both
English and Norwegian in the same book. The non-fiction stories touch
anyone who has an interest in Norwegian heritage and culture.The book
takes one on a journey from immigrating in the 1840s to the discovery of
an immigrant trunk more than 100 years later. Included topics: Minnesota
Sioux Uprising of 1862, great flu epidemic of 1918, Sami above the
Arctic Circle, World War II heavy water assault, woodcarving, rosemaling
and bunader, Syttende Mai, stave churches, founding of a Norwegian
Lutheran church in America and the life of Snowshoe Thompson.

•
•
•
•
•

16 Norwegian Heritage & Culture “TRUE” stories
Bilingual English & Norwegian in the same book
Hardcover, 280 pages including 24 in full color
Over 350 pictures/charts/maps
$24.95 with FREE shipping in the USA

Astri My Astri Publishing
Deb Nelson Gourley
602 3rd Ave SW
Waukon, IA 52172

www.astrimyastri.com
Email: gourleydeb@gmail.com
Phone: (563) 568-6229

Norway.com

Organization of the Week

Royal Norwegian Consulates
in the United States

Silicon Vikings

California (Los Angeles area)

A collaborative business networking
organization for the technology sector within the intersecting worlds of
Silicon Valley and the Nordic Region
with lunches, mixers and professional
events.
For more information, visit
www.siliconvikings.com

Royal Norwegian Consulate
11766 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 460
Los Angeles, CA 90025-6537
Tel: (310) 444-7750
Fax: (310) 312-1034
Email: office@soroylaw.com

Silicon Valley, Calif.

For the full list of organizations,
visit noram.norway.com/organizations

Honorary Consul
Michael Soroy

For a listing of all consulates,
visit noram.norway.com/organizations

Photos: Heidi Håvan Grosch

The Sparbu Songlag is a multi-generational choir from Sparbu, Norway, who sing a wide repetoire
of styles, from African chants to English langage favorites. The choir is coming to the U.S. in July to
participate in Nordic Fest in Decorah, Iowa. Here they are pictured singing on the street in Sparbu,
Norway.

When I first arrived in Minnesota for a
recent visit, I saw everything with new eyes.
The roads were flat as parking lots, and so
straight you could set your car on cruise
without a second thought. Public toilets
didn’t have toilet brushes and the toilet paper
came in little squares. Food was cheap, restaurants plentiful and everything and everyone was advertised on a billboard alongside
the highway. I have been back to the U.S.
many times since moving to Norway, but this
trip I was invested in a new way. You see…
the Norwegian choir I sing with, Sparbu
Songlag, is coming to the U.S. on tour this
summer and I kept thinking about how they
will react to the new and unexpected.
I wasn’t a part of the initial decision to
travel to the U.S., but I was quickly appointed to be a part of the committee two years
ago. The Nordic Festival in Decorah, Iowa,
was the golden nugget and as we prepare for
our journey, choir members can talk of almost nothing else. After a two-day stint in
Chicago playing tourist, and a swing through
Westby and Waukon (Iowa) with a visit to a
couple farms and a church dinner hosted by
my aunt and uncle, we head to Iowa’s Norwegian heart, Decorah. On July 29 (at 6:30
p.m.) we are the opening act for the Luren
Singers and Nordic Dancers on the courthouse steps. On July 30, we march in the
morning parade and have a concert at First
Lutheran Church at 2:30 p.m. Choir members and guests will be dressed in bunads and
many will understand the Norwegian songs
we sing. I think the choir will be amazed at
how Norwegian the Americans are.
It is said that the church is Norway’s
greatest concert hall, and many famous Norwegian musicians have had their start there,
mostly in concerts with their local choirs.
Performances at our 850-year-old Mære
church, a site of pagan worship before Chris-

tianity was introduced to Norway in 1030,
have also been an essential part of Sparbu
Songlag’s activities, and yearly participation
during the Christmas and Easter seasons is a
part of every singing year.
It is logical, therefore, that our two Twin
Cities singing experiences will take place in
churches. However, what we do in Minnesota will be different from our experiences at
the Nordic Festival because we are visiting
churches that don’t often have guest choirs
and NEVER anyone from Norway. We will
be the something new and unexpected, and I
think the choir will be very surprised at the
royal reception we receive. If you are in St.
Paul in July 31, join us at Incarnation Lutheran Church in Shoreview for the 8:45 or
10:05 a.m. church services, or for our final
concert at 4 p.m. at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in-the-Midway (Snelling and University in St. Paul).
In our multi-generational choir, families
sing together with a repertoire that covers
a variety of styles from African chants and
English language favorites to traditional
Norwegian folk tunes and hymns; we are not
afraid of trying new things. Amazingly, our
81-year-old choir is only one of eight in our
small community of 20,000. That is a good
example of how important music is to the
Norwegian psyche. Did you know that during World War II when Norway was occupied by the Germans, gathering for any sort
of choir practice was strictly forbidden? But
that didn’t stop the singing.
“We come from different places with different backgrounds, but when we sing we are
equals and it doesn’t matter where we work
or how much money we make,” says choir
member Asbjørn Dahlum. “It is together that
we create something.”
If you are in the area, please join us in
song.

sports

Norway loses to Portugal
Portugal moved into a three-way tie at the
top of UEFA EURO 2012 qualifying Group H
after grinding out a 1 – 0 victory
Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

The heroic efforts of Norwegian national soccer coach “Drillo” made it difficult for
a very good home team, but Norway lost to
Portugal in Lisbon on Jun 4.
When Tom Høgli neutralized the star
player Cristiano Ronaldo, it was difficult
to get through the Norwegian defense wall.
Norway created only a few chances. Erik
Huseklepp cut in from the right, but alone
with the keeper, the attempt was well saved.
Morten Gamst Pedersen’s thunderbolt on a
rebound in the second half went wide.
“We have to score on those chances if we

are to win against a good opponent like Portugal,” summed Drillo. Helder Postiga
scored the only goal eight minutes after the
break. Nani came to the post from the right
edge and Postiga finally managed to win a
challenge with Vadim Demidov. Portugal,
Norway and Denmark, all are locked on ten
points after five matches. Three matches remains. Both Norway and Portugal will meet
Denmark. Norway and Portugal will play
matches against Iceland and Cyprus. Denmark battled home a 2 – 0 victory against
Iceland this round.

Sports News & Notes
Javelin: Thorkildsen will not throw at the
Bislett Games

Thorkildsen was for testing and examination
by doctor Lars Engebretsen at the Olympic summit on June 6. “It is just too risky
to throw at Bislett,” said Thorkildsen told
NRK. This makes it 10, and not 11, Olympic
champions in action at the Bislett on June 9.
He suffered the injury during the stretch
Diamond League meeting in Shanghai three
weeks ago. The treatment has gone very
well, but doctors concluded, however, that
the Bislett event comes a little too early for
Thorkildsen.
“Bislett is an important date for me, but
the World Cup is also important, and I did not
want to risk the rest of the season by coming back too early,” said the javelin thrower,
who hopes to be ready for a planned meeting
in Finland and Diamond League meeting in
Lausanne five days later. It also means that

fast times…

(…continued from page 3)
gun and quick times are virtually assured.
Ireland’s Karen Shinkin is responsible to ensuring a fast, even pace that can give all the
competitors a realistic chance of completing
the two laps in well under 2 minutes.
Reigning European Champion Mariya
Savinova has a best of 1.57.56. The Russian enjoyed a string of fast times last season
and was most impressive in Barcelona, her
powerful finish carrying her to an emphatic
victory in 1.58.22 over the surprising Dutch
woman Yvonne Hak (an confirmed starter in
Oslo) whose stirring second place in 1.58.88
reminded fans of the great Ellen Van Langen.
The ever-enthusiastic fans in Oslo’s will
“lift the roof” off Bislett stadium if local hero
Ingvill Måkestad looms up on the leaders
shoulder at any stage in the last lap. The stylish Norwegian who boasts a personal best of
1.59.82 has enjoyed a remarkable return to
athletics after injury curtailed her career in
mid 2000s. She has meticulously prepared
for this race and is undoubtedly chasing a
new Norwegian record which the Bislett
crowd would be immensely supportive of!
Britain’s Jenny Meadows has looked
first class so far this season, winning tactical
races in both Shangahi and Hengelo and will
be keen to revise her personal best of 1.57.93.
Meadows has minor medals at World, World
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Thorkildsen is not going to be with the Norwegian team to team European Championship in Izmir Turkey at the end of June.
(NRK Sport)

Fokus Bank Oslo Marathon 2011

The Fokus Bank Oslo Marathon is Norway’s
largest street marathon. First staged in 1981,
the race attracted a record 14 000 runners in
1994, but interest in jogging declined around
2000 and it was not staged in 2002-03. Its
organization was taken over by the Vidar
Sports Club in 2004.
Held on the last weekend in September, the event is now run over the following
distances: marathon (42,195 meters), half
marathon (21,097 meters), 10 kilometers
and three kilometers. Traditionally, the half
marathon attracts the largest number of competitors.
(Norway Post)
Indoor and European Championships and
has developed a very powerful sprint finish.
Great interest will follow the World
Champion Caster Semenya who is steadily
regain her form. Her personal best is an impressive at 1.55.45, when she won in Berlin
in 2009 and has already raced a couple of
times in her native South Africa and has no
fear of a fast pace.
Another former World Champion is
Janeth Jepkosgei-Buseinei is also rounding
into very good form. The Italian based Kenyan was world Champion in 2007, where
she recorded her best time of 1.56.08. She
has subsequently placed second in both the
Olympic Games and another World Championships. Jepkosgei-Buseinei recently
showed excellent stamina in the 1500m at
Rome’s Golden Gala, where she ran 4.04.87,
just outside her personal best.
Two other Russians with outstanding
personal bests are both coming to ExxonMobil Bislett Games to recapture their best
form. Sevetlana Klyuka and Ekaterina Kostetskaya both represented Russia at the
2008 Beijing Olympic Games, both have
personal bests in the 1.56 range and both are
looking to capitalize on a period of excellent
pre-season training.
When all these outstanding competitors
come together in the atmosphere at Bislett,
there is only one thing you can suspect: fast
times.

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
S tandings
Tippeligaen		
PLD

results
Lillestrøm

5/28

Sarpsborg

5/28

Strømsgodset 1 – 0

Fredrikstad

5/29

Haugesund

5–0

Molde

5/29

Ålesund

2–0

Viking

5/29

Start

2–4

Stabæk

5/29

Sogndal

0–1

Vålerenga

5/29

Tromsø

4–0

Brann

5/30

Odd

3–3

Rosenborg

2–4

1. Tromsø IL
2. Strømsgodset IF
3. Stabæk Fotball		
4. Ålesunds FK		
5. Molde FK		
6. Fredrikstad FK		
7. Sarpsborg FK		
8. SK Brann		
9. Lillestrøm SK		
10. FK Haugesund
11. Vålerenga Fotball
12. IK Start		
13. Rosenborg BK
14. Odd Grenland
15. Sogndal IL 		
16. Viking FK		

To read more about football in Norway,
visit www.norway.com

& www.uefa.com

norway by new york…
(…continued from page 13)

over 70 events – concerts, seminars, lectures, dinners, receptions, and more – at such
prominent New York venues as Carnegie
Hall, Lincoln Center, Columbia University,
et al during the 20 years since the founding
of the Society. Contact Per Brevig, Founder
and President, and Berit Brevig, Vice President of the Society; Norwood, New Jersey;
Phone (201) 750-0525; Email: perbrevig@
yahoo.com.
Norwegian-American Chamber of
Commerce
The Norwegian-American Chamber of
Commerce, which promotes business relations between the two countries, is likewise
located in mid-Manhattan, at 655 Third Avenue; Contact General Manager Inger Tallaksen at (212) 885-9737 or (917) 202-7022.
Website: www.naccusa.org.
American Scandinavian Society
American Scandinavian Society of

9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9
9

PTS

19
19
18
16
14
13
13
13
12
11
11
10
9
9
8
6

New York promotes cultural relationships
between the U.S. and the Nordic countries.
Contact Vibeke Steineger, President at (917)
863-5851 or email AmScanSociety08@aol.
com.
Norwegian Immigration Association, Inc.
Norwegian Immigration Association,
Inc., collects and preserves the living history of Norwegian immigrants to the New
York City area, enabling those of Norwegian
descent to explore their cultural legacy. The
NIA Headquarters is at 317 East 52nd Street;
New York, NY 10022. Phone: (212) 8619122. Chairperson: Rigmor Swensen; Lars
Nilsen, Historian; Email: niahistoryonline@
yahoo.com.
Welcome to All!
A hearty welcome to all of you who plan
to be in New York during the summer and
in fact at any time of the year. Remember
that there is always much Norwegian activity year around in this bustling East Coast
metropolis! Just check with any of the above
organizations for the latest information.

The Swedish Meatballs
Ellen Lindstrom 917-968-2926

...a delicious musical experience!
www.theswedishmeatballs.com

Win a copy of
Max Manus
Norway’s award-winning
World War II biopic now in
North American format!
The Norwegian American Weekly is giving
away 10 free copies to our readers.
Read more on page 3 to enter our drawing!

Not for Profit Retirement
& Assisted Living
Community serving
Seattle for over 50 years!
• Spectacular views of the
Olympic Mountains, Puget
Sound, and Ballard
• Monthly Rentals
• NO EXTRA FEES!

Quality •

Reputation •

location

5311 phinney avenue north • Seattle, Wa 98103
206-781-7400 • www.norsehome.org

