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It’s russ season Historic hockey win
Red- and blueoverall-clad
graduating high
school students
celebrate all over
Norway

Norway defeats
Sweden 5 – 4 in
Hockey World
Championships

Nina Berglund

On April 30, the Norwegian
national hockey team made a stunning 5 – 4 victory over Sweden
during the Group C rounds at the
International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) World Championship
in Slovakia.
The victory was Norway’s
first over their Nordic neighbors
since 1962.
Martin Roymark scored for
Norway in the first period before
Morten Ask and Marius Holtet
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They’re back. Red- and blueoverall-clad graduating high school
students known as “russ” have taken to the streets of most Norwegian
cities and towns, intent on partying
with abandon and causing a certain
amount of trouble along the way.
New security concerns seem, however, to be taken seriously.
CONTINUES PAGE 6
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Man of the match was Lars Haugen,
who saved 42 of the Swede’s 46 attempts.

Fewer guests. More personal attention.
A sense of spaciousness and elegance
throughout. Welcome to the pleasures
of cruising with Holland America Line.
The mid-sized ships of Holland America
Line are purposefully designed to
strike a balance; large enough to offer
a full range of amenities and options,
yet small enough to preserve a
sophisticated ambiance.

7-Day Scandinavian Getaway
ms Ryndam

Interior from

$599

*
Jun 26 & Jul 31, 2011
Roundtrip Rotterdam or Dover (London)
10-Day Mediterranean Cruises
ms Noordam

Interior from

$899*

Jun - Oct 2011
Roundtrip Civitavecchia (Rome)

enchanting
explore the best of europe
Spacious, Elegant Ships
Gracious, Award-Winning Service
Worldwide Itineraries
Extensive Activities and Enrichment Programs
Sophisticated Five-Star Dining

12-Day Mediterranean Cruises
ms Nieuw Amsterdam

Interior from

Jun - Oct 2011
Barcelona to Venice (or reverse)
or Roundtrip Venice

$999*

12-Day Baltic Adventure
ms Eurodam & ms Rotterdam

Interior from

$999

*
Jun - Sep 2011
Roundtrip Rotterdam or Dover (London)

Call your Travel Professional
or 1-877-SAIL HAL, or visit
www.hollandamerica.com

*Fuel supplement has been suspended. Holland America Line reserves the right to re-instate the fuel supplement for all guests at up to $9 per person per day should the price of light sweet
crude oil according to the NYMEX (New York Mercantile Exchange Index) increase above $70 per barrel. Please consult our website for current information. Fares are based on Promos RH &
FL. Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise only. Fares are in U.S. dollars and include non-commissionable fares. Taxes are additional and vary according to itinerary.
Fares based on the following 2011 sailing dates: 7-day Ryndam Jun 26; 10-day Noordam Jun 30; 12-day Nieuw Amsterdam Jun 27; 12-day Eurodam/Rotterdam Jun 27. Subject to availability.
Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Restrictions may apply. Please refer to the appropriate Holland America brochure for full terms and
conditions. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.
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Parliamentarians Will Stella “Haba Haba” to the top?
doubt own power Stella Mwangi
New polls show low level
of confidence in Storting
Staff Compilation

represents Norway
in Eurovision Song
Contest 2011

Views and News from Norway

Eurovision

Only 10 percent of Norwegian parliamentarians believe that parliament is the
most important political institution in the
country, the lowest number ever recorded by
researchers.
The latest study, carried out in April,
shows that 70 percent of parliamentary representatives believe that government is the
place where policy is made and decided on.
In last year’s poll, 19 percent felt that parliament was the most important area, while 59
percent chose government.
Opposition parties were quick to blame
the government for parliamentarian’s lack of
confidence. Per Sandberg, the deputy leader
of the conservative Progress Party, told news
agency NTB that “the total absence of opportunities for parliament to have any influence

Second to perform in the first semi-final
of the 2011 Eurovision Song Contest is Norway’s very own Stella Mwangi, who will try
and capture the hearts of the viewers with her
inspiring and feel-good party song, “Haba
Haba.”
The Norwegian final was held on Feb.
12 at the Oslo Spektrum arena. Here, eight
acts battled it out for the top spot but only
one song could win. Stella managed to
achieve a combined jury and televote score
of 280,271! This was a huge amount and left
no doubt as to who had taken home victory
that night.
With comments like “It is a masterpiece!” and “This song makes me smile and
dance!” made by the fans, it seems like people enjoy “Haba Haba.” In addition, her song
was a huge hit at home in Norway, outdoing
the likes of Lady GaGa and Bruno Mars in

CONTINUES PAGE 18

To the promised land
Anne Elisebeth Skogen
tells the story of the first
Norwegian emigrants
in her performance
“Through Hell Gate to
the Promised Land”

“Through Hell Gate to The Promised
Land” is a storytelling performance by Anne
Elisebeth Skogen about the first Norwegian
group of emigrants, who arrived in New
York Oct. 9, 1825. Skogen will perform at
the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in New
York on Wednesday May 11 at 7 p.m. and
Mindekirken Norwegian Lutheran Memorial
Church in Minneapolis, Minn., on May 17.
Skogen is a Norwegian storyteller who
lives close to the city of Stavanger. She
has written a manuscript for the guides onboard on the new constructed replica of the
emigration ship Restauration. The boat was
christened last summer and will be sailing

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly
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Stella Mwangi met with fans and the press at the
press conference shortly after her first Eurovision
rehearsal in Düsseldorf, Germany.

the charts.
Born in 1986 in Nairobi, Kenya Stella
identifies herself as a Norwegian-Kenyan
artist. She moved to Norway when she just a
small child and was brought up in Eidsvoll,
CONTINUES PAGE 18

Norway welcomes
bin Laden death

Staff Compilation

Views and News from Norway

in the fjords around Stavanger for tourists
and maybe also – in time – cross the Atlantic
to America. Skogen also has made a school
version of the story and toured schools in
southwestern Norway.
She will perform her English program
in the U.S. in New York and Minnesota this

Norwegian foreign minister Jonas Gahr
Støre has hailed the death of al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden as “a pleasing breakthrough in the fight against terror,” while
Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg warned that
“the fight against terrorism is not over.”
Speaking to news agency NTB, Støre
said, “I praise the American action that led to
the deadly attack against Osama bin Laden,”
who had “finally been held responsible” after masterminding “one of the worst terror
incidents of our time.” Støre went on to say
that “his death will weaken the terror network al-Qaida.”
Prime Minister Stoltenberg nonetheless
warned of the continued problems of terrorism, speaking of “a common responsibil-

CONTINUES PAGE 18
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The sloop Restauration, which brought the first
Norwegian emigrants to the U.S. in 1825, as depicted on a postcard.

Norway elected to UN Commission on
Population and Development

Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs Jonas
Gahr Støre commented, “The Norwegian
Government has taken a particular responsibility, both politically and financially, in the
efforts to achieve Millennium Development
Goals 4 and 5 on reducing child and maternal mortality and improving access to reproductive health services. We therefore look
forward to playing an active role in the U.N.
Commission on Population and Development.” The voting took place in the United
Nations Economic and Social Council, with
three countries – Norway, Spain and Malta
– competing for two places. Spain and Norway both won seats on the Commission.
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Støre: “A pleasing
breakthrough in the fight
against terror”

Norway.org

This week on Norway.com

Many prefer kindergarten

Many parents preferred kindergarten as the
main child-care provider in the daytime. On
the other hand, only a few parents chose
relatives or a nanny. 79 percent of children
aged 1 – 2 and as much as 96 percent of children aged 3 – 5 attended kindergarten. 90
percent of all children between 1 and 5 years
participate in kindergarten, while 11 percent
are mainly supervised by the mother, father
or others in the household.
(Statistics Norway)

NTNU professor wins Fridtjof Nansen
Award

The Fridtjof Nansen Award for outstanding
research in science and medicine in 2011 has
been given to NTNU Professor Odd Magnus Faltinsen, of the Department of Marine
Technology, for his work in marine hydrodynamics. Faltinsen is an expert on the hydrodynamics of high-speed vessels and sloshing
dynamics and has published three scholarly
texts on these subjects. The Fridtjof Nansen
Award is given annually to two researchers in Norway who have provided scientific
contributions of international significance at
the very highest level.
(Norwegian University of Science and Technology)

SAS wins award for EuroBonus loyalty
program

Scandinavian Airlines’ frequent flyer program EuroBonus was named winner in the
category Best Airline Redemption Ability
for Europe/Africa at the Frequent Traveler
Award Gala in New York. The gala was held
in conjunction with the Frequent Traveler
and Loyalty Conference. “We feel it really
highlights our efforts to make it easier for
our EuroBonus members to access and redeem their points,” says Per Møller Jensen,
Vice President – Brand, Marketing and EuroBonus, SAS.
(Scandinavian Airlines)
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Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(May 2, 2011)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

5.2252
5.0121
5.9971
0.9489
0.672
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Fostering creativity
Creative and cultural industry generate
jobs, wealth and cultural engagement

For detailed information about
the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

Seattle, Washington

Norwegian Commercial Club

Hurra for SytteNde Mai!
Join the
largest ethnic
business
club in
Washington
for
networking,
fascinating
guest speakers
and fun!

1st Place
Winners
in the
Scandinavian
Division
for the 2010
17th of May
Parade in
Ballard!

Supporting local Norwegian business since 1932
www.norwegiancommercialclub.com

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please
Helping Norwegian Americans for over 35 years with a stellar collection of
books, microfilms, documents, research materials, a dedicated staff, and
now with our new Online Database Subscription Service.

Norwegian American Genealogical Center
celebrates

Syttende Mai

in Stoughton, Wisconsin
STOP BY AND SEE WHATʼS NEW

Staff from NACG & NL will be at the old Citizenʼs Bank building
on Main between Division and Water Streets
Saturday 14 May 2011
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

~ USED BOOK SALE ~

Duplicate copies of hard-to-find and out-of-print books will be sold.

NAGC & NL publications and cards available for purchase.
Check out our new Online Database Subscription Service
and learn about the resources and activities
of this amazing Norwegian-American genealogical resource.
______________________

Norwegian American
GENEALOGICAL CENTER & NAESETH LIBRARY

415 West Main Street · Madison, WI 53703-3116
Phone (608) 255-2224 · Fax (608) 255-6842
Email genealogy@nagcnl.org · Website www.nagcnl.org
Library Hours: Monday - Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Call or email for an appointment with a researcher.
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On Nov. 25, 2010, the Forum for Culture and Business held a meeting to bring together leaders in
creative and cultural business to meet and learn from each other.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

All around the world, the creative and
cultural industries are talked about as an important and growing part of the economy.
More and more people are recognizing its
importance as a generator of jobs, wealth
and cultural engagement. At the heart of the
creative economy are the cultural and creative industries that lie at the crossroads of
arts, culture, business and technology.
Norway is a small nation, but rich in
culture. The Forum for Culture and Business
is an active player with the simple message
that culture is good for business and business
is good for culture. I have been involved in
bringing business entrepreneurs to events
based on the “world café” principle, where
they meet cultural entrepreneurs. My experience is that the business people start a business to bring a great new idea to the market.
The artist, on the other hand, often starts a
business because they need income.
Oslo is the capital where cultural industries bloom. They cover a range of sectors
from art, design and architecture to fashion,
literature and museums. The city has a strong
cultural heritage. Oslo has been the home of
internationally renowned artists such as Edvard Munch and Henrik Ibsen, and they both
have museums dedicated to them. In a white
paper a few years back, the cultural industries employed a total of 80,000 people and
the Oslo region accounted for half of the total.
The U.K. is one of the world’s major
creative markets and there is a favorable

environment for the development of the creative industries. The industries contributes
100 billion pounds to the economy and represents eight percent of the GDP. Innovation
Norway in London works with talented Norwegian designers and artists in every aspect
of establishing business in the U.K.
The Nordic Innovation Centre wants
to open up a policy debate about the drivers of the creative industries in the Nordic
region to understand the opportunities and
challenges facing the sector. They want to
help policymakers from the local to national
level to recognize the potential and seriousness of the sector and identify the support of
it in a more coordinated and connected way.
According to them the greatest assets of any
region is its people, their individual creativity, skill and talent. The creative industries
represent one of the largest and fastest growing sectors. It sits at the heart of the creative
economy and plays a critical role in the economic competitiveness of the region.
Far too many creative businesses in the
Nordic region do not reach their potential.
This is due to a mix of structural and cultural
barriers. We need to understand the opportunities and challenges that are facing us. The
Nordic regions future lies in its capacity to
utilize its creative assets as the world’s major
creative connector. We have to answer how
to increase entrepreneurship and creativity,
how to grow creative businesses, how to
build creative clusters and how to build creative places.

Business News & Notes
USCG gives DNV nod for Passenger Ship
Safety Certificates

The U.S. Coast Guard has extended Det Norske Veritas (DNV)’s statutory authorizations
under the USCG Alternate Compliance Program to include Passenger Ship Safety Certificates. With this additional authorization, DNV
is the only classification society authorized
to issue the full suite of statutory certificates
for all ship types on behalf of the U.S. Kenneth Vareide, DNV’s Director of Operations
for maritime activities in North America, comments “this marks another milestone for DNV
and this is another indication of the trust and
confidence that the USCG has in DNV’s classification and statutory services, especially for
high-profile ships, such as modern cruise ships,

where safety is critical.”
(Det Norske Veritas)

Nordea reorganizes

Nordea will take the next step towards a value
chain based organization and establish three
main business areas to become more flexible
and increase the focus on capital and cost efficiency. Torsten Hagen Jørgensen and Peter
Nyegaard are appointed to become new members of Group Executive Management as Peter
Schütze retires. Nordea’s new organization will
be implemented by June 1. The reorganization
is developed around the three main business
areas: Retail Banking, Wholesale Banking and
Wealth Management.
(Nordea)
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Happy 17
of May!
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DnB NOR Americas

New York • Houston • Santiago • Rio de Janeiro
Energy • Renewables • Healthcare • Nordic
Shipping • Offshore • Logistics • Fisheries

DnB NOR Markets, Inc.
Corporate Finance • Fixed Income
Debt and Equity Markets

Det Norske Veritas is a global provider of services for managing risk
and helping customers to safely and responsibly improve their business
performance. DNV is an independent foundation with the purpose of
safeguarding life, property and the environment.

Det Norske Veritas

1400 Ravello Drive • Katy, Texas 77449
Tel: (281) 396-1000 • www.dnv.com

New York Branch
200 Park Avenue, 31st Floor
New York, New York 10166
Phone: (212) 681-3800 • Fax: (212) 681-3900
www.dnbnor.com

PLU Spans the Globe
Visit www.choose.plu.edu

We made history in 2006 by becoming the first university in the country to have students
and faculty studying on all seven continents simultaneously -- including on the Antarctic
Peninsula. The achievement was repeated in 2008 and again in January 2010.
Photo by Charles Bergman © 2010.

Tacoma, Washington
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On May 17th, Norway and Norwegians around the world will celebrate
Norway’s constitution from 1814. We are
approaching the bicentennial of this very
important day in Norway’s history.
It is not our independence day as many
seem to believe, even though it was an attempt at the time to declare independence.
That did not work out at the time, but it
gave Norway the framework it needed to
declare independence from Sweden 91
years later in 1905.
Unlike many other countries, Norway’s constitution day is not celebrated
with military parades. Norway celebrates
with children’s parades all over the country. The most spectacular parade takes
place in Oslo, with more than 120 marching school bands and tens of thousands of
children waving their flags in front of the
Royal Palace to greet the Royal Family.
It is a day to honor the flag, the symbol of freedom and national unity, and we
honor our founding fathers that met at
Eidsvoll. We also use the day to honor and
thank all those who have or are fighting to
defend our freedom.

Here in North America, we also celebrate – from Alaska to Florida. In this issue, you can find out where many of these
celebrations are taking place so you can
participate in the festivities. With your help
we will cover the many events in future issues this month. Please send us pictures
and reports from your celebration, large or
small, for our 17th of May photo spread.
Many of you will remember the fantastic celebration that marked Norway’s
independence in 2005. Over 1,200 events
all over the U.S. took place to commemorate this historic milestone. Those present
will never forget the very moved and emotional Royal Family at the unveiling of the
sculpture of HRH Crown Princess Martha
outside the Royal Norwegian Embassy in
Washington, D.C. It was a gift from the
Norwegian-American community to Norway and its royal family, organized by the
Norwegian American Foundation.
With only three more 17th of Mays
to go before the bicentennial, it is time for
us to start planning for a great celebration
all over North America in 2014. We have
much to celebrate. The Norwegian Consti-

tution is based on the principles of the U.S.
Constitution, and the U.S. and Norwegian
constitutions are the two oldest constitutions in use today, and the two countries
are good friends.
We have 900 Norwegian-American
organizations in North America. Make
sure that your organization puts on a great
17th of May party every year, and together
we can start planning for the most fantastic
bicentennial celebration of the Norwegian
Constitution in 2014.
Happy 17th of May to all of you.

To learn more about the Norwegian
American Foundation, visit http://noram.
norway.com.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is not an
endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

russ season…

(…continued from page 1)
As this year’s spring russ season churns
into full swing, young female russ (roughly
pronounced “roose”) are taking some precautions. The graduation celebrations starting this week follow a recent wave of rapes
in Oslo, and that’s behind some new “rules”
for at at least one group of girls interviewed
by newspaper Aftenposten this week.
“Here are the names and number of everyone on our bus,” Katinka Ervig Ledezma
told Aftenposten, referring to a list she’s carrying around as the group rides on the specially decorated and equipped busses that are
a central element of the russ’ mobile partying. The list is aimed at keeping track of each
other, when the partying gets extreme.
The girls also have an informal deal
that visits to a lavatory, or behind trees at the
outdoor parties, will involve three of them at
all times. “The school nurse recommended
that,” said Trine Smedbøl. It’s not always
safe to go to the loo alone, “and if you’re
only two and something happens, one would

The Swedish Meatballs
Ellen Lindstrom 917-968-2926

be left alone while the other gets help.”
Police in the Oslo suburb of Asker og
Bærum have visited every high school (videregåendeskole) in the area this spring,
talking to the graduating russ and warning
them to look after each other, especially
when the drinking gets intense. The police
also are stressing that “laws and regulations
also apply to them,” and that they must clean
up after themselves at various party locations
around town.
It remains to be seen whether the precautions and rules will be carried out, and
police are prepared if they’re not. “Experience shows that russ season leads to lots
of complaints and reports in to us,” operations leader Per-Ivar Iversen of the Asker
og Bærum Police District told Aftenposten.
“We don’t want to be negative, though, and
we want the russ to have fun.”
Generally that involves partying with
loud music thundering from elaborate sound
systems mounted on the russ busses. One
group from Follo, south of Oslo, however,
opted for turning their bus into a rolling art

project instead. They hired a British artist to
decorate their bus with ultraviolet painting,
“because we wanted to be different,” one of
the boys told Aftenposten.
As always, debate has gone on in recent
weeks over whether the annual russ celebrations should be moved from the period
between Easter and exams, until after final
exams are over. It’s not easy to change tradition, though, and the partying is already underway for this year.
One russ gathering at Skedsmo in Akershus last week got the season off to a bad
start, when a 19-year-old russ was beaten unconscious. An 18-year-old charged with the
beating denies having anything to do with it.
Ingvild Lund, of the national russ board, told
newspaper Dagbladet that she was upset over
the incident. “This is not how a russ party is
supposed to end,” she told Dagbladet.

Reprinted with permission from Oslobased news service “Views and News from
Norway. For more articles, visit www.newsinenglish.no.

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Gratulerer med dagen!
Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

...a delicious musical experience!
www.theswedishmeatballs.com

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107
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Letters to the Editor

Esther Bjornsen
Mrs. Ole Nelson
Erik A. Tou
Ivar Gjølberg
Edna Olsen Reid

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Dear Editor,
The Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle
is holding their 2011 Spring Concert on Sunday, May 22. The concert will include many
old Norwegian favorites, as well as some nice
English numbers. Our guest artists is Coralie
Shrader and friends, who will play beautiful
chamber music and offer a nice contrast to
our Male Chorus songs. As with all Norwegian events, the program will be followed by
coffee and Norwegian cookies and pastries.
The concert will be held at 4 p.m. Sons
of Norway Leif Erikson Lodge, located at
2245 NW 57th St, Seattle, WA 98107. Tickets are $15 for adults, and free for children 12
and under. Tickets can be purchased through
chorus members, and seats can be reserved
the Leif Erikson Lodge by calling (206) 7831274.
We hope to see you there!

hours almost continuously, from early in the
morning of the 17th (actually, even starting
the night before) and continuing on to the
wee hours of the 18th, many of them seemingly drinking almost non-stop. After all, this
was in honor of a major national occasion!
How well I recall lying in bed early in
the morning of the 18th suffering from a
well-earned hangover, when suddenly there
was a loud bang on my door (it sounded
more like a cannon ball slamming against
the door)! Staggering in a daze to the door,
I was greeted by a couple of (fiendishly?)
smiling students. Announcing the name of
their newly-created, self-appointed committee, they thoughtfully handed me a cup of
coffee to help me recover. Well, perhaps that
is exactly what I needed in my condition:
the ministrations of “The 18th [sic] of May
Committee!” A word to the wise!

Sincerely,
Bob Johnston
Director, Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle

Sincerely,
Donald V. Mehus
New York City, N.Y.

Dear Editor,
Apropos the Syttende Mai festivities
coming up, the readers of the Norwegian
American Weekly may be interested in an incident that took place awhile back in the Old
Country.
I had resided for several years of study,
then of teaching, in my ancestral home of
Norway, where I had the great pleasure of attending a number of Oslo’s remarkable Syttende Mai parades.
And how the Norwegians celebrated!
Among the 250 university students at Blindern Studenterhjem, where I had the good
fortune to live while at the university, a number of the exuberant students celebrated the
festive occasion seemingly for over 24 solid

Gratulerer med
dagen

to all our readers!

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care
Serving individuals and corporations
Call me or visit my website:

www.obergltc.com
(206)362-5913

Plentywood MT
Pipestone MN
Princeton MN
Williamsburg VA
Fayetteville NY

9. mai
Hilda Helmerson
Seattle WA
Margaret Landsem Chippewa Falls WI
10. mai
Linda Tengesdal
Bartlett IL
Gabriel K. Ness
Fordville ND
Sanford Bergo
Bellwood IL
Margaret Berg
Seattle WA
Kristin Jordheim
Denver CO
11. mai
Bertin Hansen
Minneapolis MN
Olaf Tollefsen
Arnegard ND
Johannes Johnson
Kenmore ND
Marie Halbrendt
Elmwood Park IL
Aryeh Lande
Westfield NJ
12. mai
Art Amundson
Clermont IA
Margot Kjerstad
Mosjøen Norway
Roald G. Lund
Seattle WA
Kathleen H. Knudsen
Seattle WA
Joyce Ganung
Eugene OR
Art Amundson
Clermont IA

6. mai
Olav K. Underdal
Great Falls MT
Hildur Erlandsen
Mosjøen Norway
Svein E. Strand
Seattle WA
Ms. S. Nelson
La Crosse WI
Petra J. Miller
Minneapolis MN
Bernhard Westrom
Elbow Lake MN
Eiler B. Pederson Thunder Bay Ont Can
Gunnar Presthus
Vancouver WA
Erik Paul Løberg
Edmonds WA
Evelyn Pedersen Gordon Baldwin NY
7. mai
Aagot Irgens
Bergen Norway
Oscar Larsen
Mauston WI
Marianne Christianson
Sidney MT
Pauline Glomen
Tacoma WA
Nora Gran
Leinstrand Norway
Nils Ronhovde
Tacoma WA
8. mai
Tillie Ellis
Milan MN

From the journal of

Roald Amundsen

6 mai – lørdag
Næsten stille i hele dag. Overskyet –
20°. Har ryddet en del opp borte i depotet.
Tar resten på mandag, viss være er pent. Vi
har da dette i orden for vinteren. Vi har nu
begyntt att jette temperaturen vær måren.
Jei fører fullstændi journal over disse gisninger. Det er ganske interessant. Den som
i månetens løp har jisset rettest får 5 cigarer
i premie. Det begynner nu att bli mærkbart
mørkere for vær dag. Kan nu ikke længere ta
de meteoro. obsv. kl 2 emd uten lykt.

May 6 – Saturday
Almost still all day. Overcast –20°.
Have cleared up some things at the depot.
Will take the rest on Monday if the weather
is good. We now have this in order for the
winter. We have now begun to guess the temperature every morning. I keep a full account
of these guesses. It is quite interesting. Whoever guesses correctly the most times during
the month is given a prize of five cigars. It is
now beginning to be noticeably darker each
day. Can no longer take the meteorological
observations at 2 p.m. without a light.

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

South Pole Expedition • 1911 – 2011

Celebrate 17th Of May with uS!
Norwegian Constitution Day is right around the corner on May 17, which
is also our 122nd birthday! Honor your heritage and subscribe to the only
Norwegian-American newspaper, or give as a gift to your fellow Norwegians!

Name: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
City/State: ______________________ Zipcode:___________________________
Phone: _________________________ Email: ____________________________
Given by: _________________________________________________________
Is this a gift? Yes No

Join our enewsletter list? Yes No

Special 17th of May Offer:
Only

40 for the first year

$

(Regular price: $55)

That’s less than $1 per issue

Questions? Call (800) 305-0217 or
email naw@norway.com
Special offer valid for all new subscriptions
through May 31, 2011. Sorry, this offer is only valid
on new subscriptions, not renewals.
Canada: $60 • Norway and all other countries: $160

Send this form to Norwegian American Weekly, 7301 5th Ave NE Ste A, Seattle, WA 98115, or call (800) 305-0217 to pay by credit card
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Hurra for

Syttende Mai

17. MAI
på Sjømannskirken i New York

PROGRAM
Kl. 13.00

17. MAI-GUDSTJENESTE
kl. 14.00

ÅPENT HUS

Salg av pølser, is, brus m.m.
kl. 15.30

BARNETOG
kl. 16.00

UNDERHOLDNING FOR BARNA
kl. 19.00

FESTPROGRAM

17. Mai-tale ved Generalkonsul Sissel Breie
Musikalske innslag ved Marianne Juvik Sæbø,
Kjersti Kveli, Aksel Kolstad,
Nils Georg Haugland Nilsen,
Ingunn Tennøe og Andre Softeland m.fl.
Konferansier: Jarl Haugedal
Kirken holder åpent fra kl. 11:00 til kl. 22:00
Gratis adgang/donasjon!

Gratulerer med dagen
from all of Sons of Norway!

Besøk oss på internett:
www.sjomannskirken.no/newyork
317 East 52nd Street, New York, NY 10022
Tel.: (+1) 212 319-0370
e-post: newyork@sjomannskirken.no
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Celebrating Syttende Mai
A look at the history and significance of Norway’s Constitution Day on May 17

The national assembly at Eidsvoll passed the Norwegian Constitution in 1814. The iconic painting “Riksforsamlingen på Eidsvoll” was done by painter Oscar Wergeland.

Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

Every year on May 17, Norwegians
across the world celebrate Norwegian Constitution Day. Many people believe the day
honors Norwegian independence, but the
day actually commemorates the Norwegian
Constitution, which is the oldest single-document national constitution in Europe in use
today. Known as syttende mai (17th of May),
or Grunnlovsdagen (Constitution Day), or
Nasjonaldagen (the national day), the history of the constitution illustrates Norway’s
commitment to freedom, equality and democratic principles.

Norway’s journey to its constitution began at the time of Napoleon’s defeat at the
Battle of Leipzig in 1813, when Norway was
under the rule of Denmark. Denmark lost
its fleet due to its connections with France,
and under the Treaty of Kiel in 1814, King
Frederick VI of Denmark was forced to cede
Norway to Sweden to prevent an occupation
of Jutland. The Crown Prince of Denmark,
Christian Fredrik, was less than pleased with
the arrangement as the viceroy of Norway,
and he began a Norwegian independence
movement in January 1814.
The crown prince invited prominent
Norwegians to a meeting to be held at his
friend Carsten Anker’s estate in Eidsvoll,
Norway, to discuss the situation. He in-

Royal Norwegian Consulate

formed them of his intent to resist Swedish
hegemony and claim the Norwegian crown
as his inheritance. But at the emotional session in Eidsvoll on Feb. 16, 1814, his advisors convinced him that Norway’s claim to
independence should rather be based on the
principle of self-determination, and that he
should act as a regent for the time being. The
council also advised the regent to hold elections and oaths of independence all over the

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

country, thus choosing delegates to a constitutional assembly.
Arriving in Christiania (now Oslo) on
Feb. 19, Christian Frederik proclaimed himself regent of Norway. All congregations
met to swear loyalty to the cause of Norwegian independence and to elect delegates to
a constitutional assembly to commence at
Eidsvoll on April 10. Christian Frederik sent
CONTINUES PAGE 15

Gratulerer med daGen!
scandinavian east Coast Museum

Gratulerer med dagen!
Kim Nesselquist
Consul of Norway

7301 5th Ave NE, Suite A • Seattle, WA 98115
Email: k.nesselquist@norway.com • Phone: (206) 284-2323

Viking Fest 2011

May 14 at Bliss/Owls’ Head Park, 12 – 5 p.m.

Viking Ship, Viking Reenactors, Art, Entertainment, and more!
For more information, call Victoria at 718-748-5950

www.scandinavian-museum.org
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Haram-CHristensen Corporation
Importers of Fine Foods & European Specialties since 1919

125 Asia Place, Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072
Tel: (201) 507-8544 • Fax: (201) 507-0507
www.haramchris.com

McBride
a
n
i
t
r
a
M

Sept 27*, 28, 29, 30, Oct1
*concert only

Trace Adk
ins

Høstfest Eve Concert ($56)
Tues, Sept 27, 7:30 pm
Starring Martina McBride
Martina McBride
Wed, 1 pm
Trace Adkins
Wed, 7:30 pm
& Thurs, 1 pm
The Judds
Thurs, 7:30 pm
& Fri, 1 pm
Gaither Høstfest
Homecoming
Fri, 7:30 pm
& Sat, 7:30 pm
Charley Pride
Sat, 1 pm

Gratulerer Med Dagen!
Mills Mayonnaise & Cod Roe Spread
Cod Liver pieces • Idun Mustards
Husmor Fiskeboller & Fiskekaker • Lutefisk
Sunnmøre Fiskeboller and Cod Roe • Makrell i tomat
King Oscar Gaffelbiter • Sardines
Freia sjokolade • Nidar sjokolade • Dent
Gjetost • Jarlsberg • Ridderost
Kavli Cheese & Cod Roe Spreads
Viking Lefse • Stabburet Surkål og Rødkål
Korni • Ideal • Solo Orange Soda
Farris Mineral Water • Toro Soups
Nugatti • Cod Liver Oil in Bottles
Cheese slicers • Norwegian Cooking Books
Persil Vaskepulver and other Scandinavian products

The Judds

Wed – Sat reserved seat
prices of $58 and $65
also provide all-day admission
to other Høstfest events !

ride
Charley P

Norsk Høstfest
PO Box 1347
Minot ND USA 58702
701-852-2368
Private Housing: 701-857-0500

Gratulerer med
Please call for store location near you!

Gaither H
Homecomøstfest
ing

Oak R
idge B
oys

PLUS!
The Oak Ridge Boys
and many other
acts performing
TWICE daily!

hostfest
.com

17. Mai!

Stamford, Connecticut:

Houston, Texas:

Calgary, Alberta:

St. John’s, Newfoundland:

Mexico City:

1055 Washington Boulevard
7th Floor
Stamford CT 06901
USA

2103 CityWest Blvd.
Suite 800
Houston, TX 77042
USA

635 8th Avenue SW
Suite 900
Calgary, AB T2P 3M3
Canada

235 Water Street
Suite 600 Scotia Centre
St. John’s, NL A1C 1B6
Canada

Blv Manuel Avila Camacho 24
18th Floor
Lomas de Chapultepec CP
11000
Mexico

TEL: 203 978 6900
FAX: 203 978 6952

TEL: 713-918-8200
FAX: 713-918-8290

TEL: 403-234-0123
FAX: 403-234-0103

TEL: 709-726-9091
FAX: 709-726-9053

TEL: +52 55 55 40 62 73
FAX: +52 55 55 20 70 76

www.statoil.com
Statoil is an integrated technology-based international energy company primarily focused on upstream oil and gas operations. Headquartered
in Norway, Statoil has more than 30 years of experience from the Norwegian continental shelf, pioneering complex offshore projects
under the toughest conditions. Our culture is founded on strong values and a high ethical standard.
We aim to deliver longterm growth
and continue to develop technologies and manage projects that will meet the world’s energy and climate challenges in a sustainable way.
Statoil has high ambitions for its international growth and is already present in 40 countries around the world. The company has had a
presence in North America for more than 20 years, and has 5 offices in North America. Statoil is listed on NYSE and Oslo Stock Exchange.
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Red, white and blue for Norway
Traditions play an important role for celebrating Norwegian Constitution Day

Photos: Tine.no, Husfliden.no and Nancy Bundt/www.visitnorway.com

Left: A festive 17th of May cake. Center: Traditional national costumes, called bunads (the designs shown above are from Hardanger), are worn for 17th of May festivities. Right: The barnetog (children’s parade) is an essential component of the Syttende Mai festivities in Norway.

Line Grundstad Hanke

Line Grundstad Hanke Interior Design

Syttende mai, or 17th of May, is a day
we all look forward to – children and adults
alike. I have only good memories from that
day.
The day always stared with my mum
ironing the bunad skjorte (shirts), flags and
her fine linen table cloth. We would gather
outside to raise the flag and decorate with
birch branches in our mailbox and on the
fences, and soon rush to school to see the
flag be raised on campus while we listen to
the school principal give a speech. Later we
would sing the national anthem and line up
for our 17th of May tog (parade).
The 17 of May tog went from school
to our final destination at Strand, where we
had all sorts of games and entertainment.
The day ended with more fun and games in

our local neighborhood, local small parades
were held. At Stabekk, we had something
we call blomster toget (the flower parade),
which was not to be missed. The local soccer and bandy team walk with the children
and local businesses – resembling more like
a folketog, something we see in Bergen and
here in the U.S. At the very end of the day we
end up with a family gathering.
As I grew older, the thing to do was
to have breakfast with friends and this was
always with something bubbly and good to
eat. Breakfast is a very popular thing to do
in Norway on 17th of May, since the day is
so long and full of activities for every family
member. A dinner or a gathering in the evening is also a tradition but since 17th of May
often falls on a weekday the evening may be
too much or many families with kids, and
they prefer breakfast or a lunch gathering.
The one thing all parties and gatherings have in common is that we take pride

GIVE

in decoration with flags, fresh flowers, good
food and always a 17 mai kake (17th of May
cake) of some sort. In recent years, the cake
has taken on a very decorative look and is

made of strawberries and blueberries to get
the red and blue along with the white cream
to resemble the flag. The key is to keep the
CONTINUES PAGE 18

Hipp, hipp, hurrah for
Syttende Mai!
from

Daughters of Norway
Uniting a sisterhood of women who wish to
preserve Norwegian heritage.
www.daughtersofnorway.org

your children a NORWEGIAN

summer of FUN and LEARNING!

Norgesskolen July 10 - 29, 2011
Join children 9-18 years from around the
globe for a summer in Norway!
Children receive 3 weeks of intensive
language training combined with fun
activities and outings in an idyllic campus
setting at Råde, south of Oslo, Norway.
Registration deadline: May 15, 2011

For more information:
www.norgesskolen.no
lbhaaverstad@norseman.no
Telephone: +47 23 35 71 70
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Songs for Norway
Two beloved songs sung at Syttende Mai
celebrations in Norwegian and English

Seattle

Dutch Harbor

Pacific Fishermen
Professional Ship and Yacht Repair Since 1946
Two Marine Railways to 160 ft. x 600 tons
Rowe Lift Dock to 160 ft. x 600 tons

We have Nordic Spirit – In more ways than one!

Photo: Posten Norge

In 2009, Norway Post released a commemorative stamp to honor the 150-year anniversary of “Ja, vi
elsker dette landet” (Yes, we love this country), Norway’s national anthem written by Bjørnestjerne
Bjørnson. The stamp was designed by artist Arild Yttri.

Ja, vi elsker dette landet
Yes, we love this country – Norway’s national anthem
Stop by for a visit or a row with the Nordic Heritage Museum’s
200-year-old ten-oar F/V NORDIC SPIRIT

Seattle

5351 24th Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98107
206-783-6800
info@pfielectric.com

Dutch Harbor

1558 East Point Road, Unalaska, AK 99692
907-581-1498
www.pfielectric.com

Hurra for Syttende Mai!
Happy 17th of May from the
Norwegian American Weekly

Gratulerer Med Dagen

on Norwegian Constitution Day!
Celebrate Syttende Mai with us
and share traditions all year long.

Norwegian- American Museum

523 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa
563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org
Preserving a heritage. Connecting us all.

Written by Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson, music by Rikard Nordraak

Ja, vi elsker dette landet,
som det stiger frem,
furet, værbitt over vannet,
med de tusen hjem.
Elsker, elsker det og tenker
på vår far og mor
og den saganatt som senker
drømmer på vår jord.
og den saganatt som senker
drømmer på vår jord.

Yes, we love this country
as it rises forth,
rugged, weathered, above the sea,
with the thousands of homes.
Loving, loving it and thinking
about our father and mother
and the saga night that sends
dreams to our earth.
and the saga night that sends
dreams to our earth.

Ja, vi elsker dette landet,
som det stiger frem,
furet, værbitt over vannet,
med de tusen hjem.
Og som fedres kamp har hevet
det av nød til seir,
også vi, når det blir krevet,
for dets fred slår leir.

Yes, we love this country
as it rises forth,
rugged, weathered, above the sea,
with those thousand homes.
And as the fathers’ struggle has raised
it from need to victory,
even we, when it is demanded,
for its peace will encamp (for defense).

Kongesangen
Norway’s Royal anthem
Written by Gustav Jensen for the coronation of King Haakon VII in 1906

Gud sign vår konge god!
Sign ham med kraft og mot
sign hjem og slott!
Lys for ham ved din Ånd,
knytt med din sterke hånd
hellige troskapsbånd
om folk og drott!

God bless our gracious king!
Bless him with strength and courage,
bless home and castle!
Guide him with Your Spirit,
tie with Your strong Hand
holy bands of allegiance
around people and sovereign!

Høyt sverger Norges mann
hver i sitt kall, sin stand,
troskap sin drott.
Trofast i liv og død,
tapper i krig og nød,
alltid vårt Norge lød
Gud og sin drott.

Loudly swear men of Norway
each in his calling, his station,
loyalty to the sovereign.
Loyal in life and death,
courageous in war and need,
always our Norway obeyed
God and its sovereign.

Gratulerer med dagen!
H a pp y 1 7 t h of M ay !
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Dress for the occasion
A bit of bunad banter
for 17th of May
Heidi Håvan Grosch
Sparbu, Norway

My Norwegian choir is going to the U.S.
the end of July and all the women are going to wear bunads. At NOK 30,000 (USD
$5,500) and up, making an impulse decision
to buy one wasn’t smart, but fortunately they
sell cheaper versions from no particular area
called folkedrakt (festive dress) at places like
Spar Kjøp, Norway’s equivalent of Kmart,
Walmart or Target.
Quality is not the only determining factor in distinguishing between the two, however, as festive dress can also be very well
made. Clothing mirroring that used by farmers in pre-industrial Norway is called a folk
costume/festive dress (folkedrakt). A bunad
is a reconstructed design based on traditional designs and clothing samples from a
particular area; they first began to appear in
the early 1900s. So folk costumes or festive
dress are more general, overall designs and
bunads are place-specific. Festive dress are
also costumes that haven’t passed the stringent regulations of the Norwegian Council
of Folk Costumes in Norway (Bunad- og
folkedraktråd).
I have worn my festive dress already to
a baptism, telling some people it was a “raining bound” and others an “innvandrere (immigrant) bunad.”
“Oh,” someone commented in surprise.
“They now have innvandrere bunads?”
The wool vest, colors and stitching make
me look authentic from a distance, but the
skirt is polyester and the costume it is mostly
snapped together, not warranting a closer inspection by bunad purists.
Bunads and festive costumes will appear in their many forms this 17th of May
and since I may someday invest in this important Norwegian tradition, I decided to
visit our local bunad handwork shop in Inderøy, Bunadsaum AS, to get a better handle
on what a real bunad was. This shop, in the
family now for three generations, specializes
in the Nord-Trønderbunad (North Trøndelag
bunad) but there are places like theirs around
the country, each specializing in a particular
region and style.
They will make your bunad for you from
start to finish or take your measurements, cut
out the pieces for you and you put it together
yourself. Bunadsaum AS even offers a men’s
bunad making class that starts in the fall with
raw materials and ends in the spring with a
finished product.
“Bunads became very popular in 1994
around the time of the Olympics and interest
in men’s bunads continues to rise,” said shop
owner Eva Steinvik Wold.
The man’s Nord-Trønderbunad is based
on an older costume design from the 1800s.
It is available in blue or black and costs
about NOK 58,000 (USD 10,500) to buy
finished. Inspiration for the woman’s bunad
comes from Stjørdal and Overhalla from the
1700 and 1800s. They come in three colors
(red, blue or green) with a different style of
embroidery on each one. The 11 employees
don’t have time to do all the embroidery, so
they send it out to ladies with time on their

Photos: Heidi Håvan Grosch

Left: Eva Steinvik Wold, owner of Bunadsaum AS in Inderøy, by a few different designs of the women’s Nord-Trønderbunad. Right: The men’s Nord-Trønderbunad designs are available in black and blue. Bunads are expensive, but are purchased as a lifetime investment.

hands. “They must send in a sample first so
we can review their work, and they seek us
out.” The children’s costumes mirror their
adult counterparts, although the girl’s doesn’t
include the scarf and the boy’s comes only in
blue.
It takes one year to make even a shirt because of all the embroidery (the hand stitching can take 25 hours and it takes about 15
hours to put it together) and people consider
a bunad, often a treasured gift on a girl’s confirmation, a lifetime investment. Bunad mak-

ers are very generous with seam allowances
so there is room to grow, and they will not
sell or make a man’s bunad before he reaches the age of 25 and has stopped growing.
“We make about 150 women’s bunads a year
year,” Eva notes, “and about 30 – 40 men’s.
About 70 percent of our customers are confirmads.” February through the end of May
they work round the clock to meet their 17th
of May and confirmation deadlines.
CONTINUES PAGE 18

We have flags, food, and more
to make your celebrations special!

INGEBRETSEN’S
Scandinavian Gifts and Food

Minneapolis, Minnesota • 800-279-9333

www.ingebretsens.com
Solveig, Synnøve and Solfrid
in concert

Solveig Leithaug

Dove and Angel award winner Solveig Leithaug of Nashville,
Tennesee, joins Synnøve Aanensen and Solfrid Brekkå of Karmøy
Norway to participate in the 17th of May celebration in Seattle.
Syttende Mai dinner
Karmøy Club of Washington and Nordmanns Forbundet
Sunday, May 15 at 4 p.m.
Leif Erikson Lodge, 2245 NW 57th St in Seattle, WA 98107
Dinner $25 – Student $15 RSVP to (206) 789-3011

Synnøve Aanensen

Solfrid Brekkå

17th of May at Bergen Place
Tuesday, May 17 at 4 p.m.
Corner of NW 22nd St and Market St. in Seattle, WA 98107
aurora church of the nazarene
Friday, May 20 at 7 p.m.
1900 N 175th St., Shoreline, WA 98133
Free Admission – A love offering will be taken

Track your bottle at www.linie.com
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Celebrate with cake
Serve traditional bløtkake this 17th of May

Photo: Royal Norwegian Embassy in Washinton, D.C.

Bløtkake

Cream Layer Cake
1 large egg, beaten
1 1/4 cup whole milk
2 Tbsp unsalted butter
1 1/4 cup heavy whipping cream

Sponge Cake
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 tsp baking powder
4 large eggs
1/2 cup white sugar

For the filling
2 1/2 cups strawberries
5 – 6 Tbsp orange juice or milk
Raspberry jam
1 cup each raspberries and blueberries

Vanillla Cream
1/4 cup sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract
2 Tbsp all-purpose flour
1 1/2 tsp cornstarch

The
fascinating
history
of

Scandinavians
in the Midwest
In Vikings in the Attic, Eric Dregni tracks down and explores the significant—often bizarre—historic sites, tales, and traditions of Scandinavia’s
peculiar colony in the Midwest. Dregni reveals the little-known tales that
lie beneath the surface of Nordic America and proves by example why
generations of Scandinavian-Americans have come to love and cherish
these tales and traditions so dearly.
“Dregni’s survey is a serious and interesting exploration of why Scandinavians settled in the Upper Midwest.” —Minneapolis–St. Paul Star Tribune

Preheat the oven to 325°F. Grease and
flour a 9-inch round cake pan. Sift the flour
and baking powder together. In a separate
bowl, whisk the eggs and sugar until pale
and the mixture will form ribbons on the
surface if lifted and allowed to fall back into
the bowl. Pour mixture into prepared tin.
Bake the cake for 40 minutes until firm to
the touch. Cool completely.
Meanwhile, mix together sugar, vanilla, flour, cornstarch and egg. In a medium
saucepan, heat the milk until just under boiling, then stir gradually into the flour mixture. Rinse out the pan, then pour mixture
back into the pan and heat gently until mixture comes to a boil. Take off heat, and stir in
butter. Cool. Whisk cream to form soft peaks

and fold into custard.
Cut the cooled cake horizontally into
three rounds. Place the top round, upside
down, onto a serving plate. Sprinkle with
orange juice (or milk, if preferred). Spread
with raspberry jam, then add a layer of strawberries and a layer of vanilla cream. Put the
middle cake round on top and repeat the layers, adding a final layer of strawberries and
vanilla cream. Finally, add the bottom round
of cake, and sprinkle with juice.
Whisk the cream and sugar together
until the cream just holds its shape. Use the
cream to cover the top and sides of the cake,
reserving a little, if you wish, to pipe on top.
Arrange the fresh fruit berries on top. Serve
with coffee.

Adapted from “The Food and Cooking of Norway” by Janet Laurence

bqbqbqbqbqbqbqbqbqbqb

Collectible Porcelain Dolls

Celebrate Your Norwegian Heritage!
Each Porcelain Doll wears handcrafted bunad.
Great Family Keepsake; Excellent Gift!

$22.95 hardcover, 312 pages

University of Minnesota Press
Available at better bookstores or to order call 800-621-2736
www.upress.umn.edu

763-424-4343
scandolls@comcast.net

w w w. s c a n - d o l l s . c o m
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celebrating…

(…continued from page 9)
letters through his personal network to governments throughout Europe, assuring them
that he was not leading a Danish conspiracy
to reverse the terms of the treaty of Kiel, but
rather his efforts reflected the Norwegian
will for self-determination.
During five weeks of the spring of 1814,
the constitution was written. The constitution was ratified by the assembly on May 16,
and signed the following day, the latter date
now celebrated as the Norwegian Constitution Day.
The Norwegian constitution was inspired
by the United States Declaration of Independence in 1776 and the French revolution in
1789. The constitution was considered one of
the most radically democratic constitutions
in the world at that time. The principle of
separation of powers between the executive,
legislative and judicial branches was directly
inspired by the U.S. and French systems.
One significant shift from the republican
constitutions was the retention of monarchy.
Importing republicanism was seen as trying
to emulate the French and Americans directly, something the lawmakers at Eidsvoll
sought to avoid.
The celebration of May 17 began spontaneously among students and others from
early on. At the time, the King of Sweden
Carl Johan perceived the celebrations a kind
of protest and disregard Swedish sovereignty. It was not until 1833 that anyone ventured
to hold a public address on behalf of the day.
That year, official celebration was initiated
by the monument of politician Christian
Krogh, known to have stopped the king from
gaining too much personal power. The address was held by poet Henrik Wergeland,
thoroughly witnessed and accounted for by a

Swedish spy, sent by the King himself.
Wergeland is credited with making 17th
of May a celebratory day for the children –
the future of the country – rather than a day
of patriotic pride.
After 1864, the day became more established, and the first children’s promenade was
launched in Christiania, in a parade consisting only of boys. This initiative was taken by
Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson, although Wergeland
made the first known children’s promenade
at Eidsvoll around 1820. It was only in 1899
that girls were allowed to join in the parade.
In 1905, Norway peacefully achieved its
independence from Sweden, and Prince Carl
of Denmark was named to the throne, taking the name King Haakon VII. Since then,
the 17th of May has also honored Norway’s
royal family. The 17th of May took a new
form of significance with the end of World
War II, which ended in Norway on May 8,
1945 – just nine days before that year’s Constitution Day.
A noteworthy aspect of the Norwegian
Constitution Day is its very non-military
nature. All over Norway, children’s parades
with an abundance of flags form the central
elements of the celebration. Each elementary
school district arranges its own parade with
marching bands between schools. The parade
takes the children through the community, often making stops at homes of senior citizens,
war memorials, etc. The longest parade is in
Oslo, where some 100,000 people come to
participate in the main festivities. The massive Oslo parade includes some 100 schools,
marching bands, and passes the royal palace
where the royal family greet the people from
the main balcony.
Typically a school’s children parade will
consist of some senior school children carrying the school’s official banner, followed

by a handful of other older children carrying
full size Norwegian flags, and the school’s
marching band. After the band the rest of the
school children follow with hand sized flags,
often with the junior forms first, and often
behind self made banners for each form or
even individual class. Nearby kindergartens
may also have been invited to join in. As the
parade passes, bystanders often join in behind the official parade, and follow the parade back to the school.
The graduating class from the Norwegian equivalent of high school – known as
russ – has its own celebration on May 17,
staying up all night and making the rounds
through the community. The russ also have
their own parades later in the day, usually

around 4 or 5 p.m. In this parade, russ will
parade through the street with their russcars
carrying signs and pickets.
All parades begin or end with speeches.
Both adults and older children are invited
to speak. After the parades, there are games
for the children, and often a lot of ice cream,
soda, sweets and hot dogs are consumed.
Constitution Day is celebrated in Norwegian
communities across the world.
Although 17th of May is the National
Day of Norway, it is an inclusive kind of nationalism. Anyone who happens to be in Norway or with a Norwegian community can expect to have a flag thrust into their hand and
is welcome to join in with all activities.
Gratulerer med dagen!

SEALIFT Inc.
68 West Main Street, Oyster Bay, New York 11771
Tel: (516) 922-1000 – Fax: (516) 922-6526
www.sealiftinc.com – info@sealiftinc.com

Gratulerer med Dagen!
Fredd Hoff Isaksen & Ragnar Meyer-Knutsen

Independent ~ U.S. Flag Liner Service ~ Ship Owners
Ship Operators & Project Managers

16 • May 6, 2011

17th of may issue

7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209
Gerd@kontiki-travel.com • Tel: (718) 748-7400

17th of May Greetings
to all our friends and customers!

norwegian american weekly

Memories of my
childhood in Nordland
Author Unknown
Translated by Pus Nybø, Oslo

Gratulerer med dagen!
Welcome to our Open House
May 15, 12 – 2 p.m.
Norway is waiting for you.
We are here to help with all your travel plans
at very affordable rates!

Hurra for Syttende Mai!
Happy 17th of May to the readers of the
Norwegian American Weekly

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

The old country of mine – Far away high up north
With its lightening shore where the mountains meet fjords
Where I love to be a guest –
Where my heart is at rest
With the finest and softest cords
I remember, I remember
This old land stands so clear in my mind
And the mountain that rise – has been crowned by the snow
And in leaf-cleading new – it reflects in the fjord
Calmly rests in its site –
while its chest glowing bright
In the light of the fair, sunfilled night
I remember, I remember
These high peaks stand so clear in my mind
And my home’s dear to me, as the best place on earth
This deep spell-binding fjord is so close to my heart
Mountains painted by light
In the glittering night
Playing softly around in my mind
I remember, I remember
My old home stands so clear in my mind
And I long very often – my country to see
You are pulling me gently – when I’m far from thee
When the spring is awaking
my longing grows deep
So I almost, I almost could weep
I remember, I remember
This old land stands so clear in my mind
Photo: www.visitnorway.com
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Visit our booth at the end of the parade!

Happy 17th
of May!

Work Wear, Inc.
7301 5th Ave NE
Suite A
Seattle, WA 98115

Phone: (206) 790-3537
Email: info@workwearinc.com
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Syttende Mai

Seattle, Wash.

Join us for the largest 17th of May parade
outside of Norway!

Hipp hipp hurra for

Syttende Mai!
Visit us along the Syttende Mai parade route
in Ballard on May 17
for pølse med lompe, Solo and other treats!
We have Syttende Mai pins, sløyfer, flags of many
different sizes and other Norwegian novelties
available at our store.

Photo: Ballard News-Tribune

Since 1889, the Norwegian-American community of Seattle has celebrated Norwegian
Constitution Day on May 17. The traditional 17th of May luncheon at Leif Erikson Lodge
features speaker Knut Brakstad, and tickets can be purchased at Viking Bank. The
festivities continue with kids’ activities, entertainment at Bergen Place, and parade at
6 p.m in Ballard. Parade route begins NW 62nd and NW 24th Avenue, and the route
follows south to Market Street and eastward to Bergen Place.

w w w. s c a n s p e c i a l t i e s . c o m

Come celebrate this great community tradition with us!

Norway

For more information, visit us online at

6719 NW 15th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: (206) 784-7020 — Toll free: (866) 784-7020
We ship via UPS, Mastercard and Visa accepted. Call for product list.

www.17thofmay.org

Hurra for den
17.mai!
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Your Scandinavian Destination Specialist
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To request a brochure, contact:

Brekke Tours & Travel
1-800-437-5302
Tours@BrekkeTours.com

www.BrekkeTours.com
Visit us online for the latest Travel Specials or
to sign up for our E-Newsletter!

CelebraTe syTTende maI &
sprIngTIme In norway
7 nights in norway from
$765 per person based on 4 people

Independent package includes:
2 nights in Oslo
2 nights in Bergen
3 nights in the heart of the Norwegian fjord country at the
Brekke Fjord Retreat
For more information, please visit our website or contact our office.
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The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Reckless Courage

The true story of a Norwegian boy under Nazi rule, by
William F. Fuller with Jack Haines

“A captivating issue of survival under German rule... a welcome
and much appreciated addition to World War II history and narrative
shelves.”

The Midwest Book Review’s Small Press Bookwatch

“I have read the charming story with great interest... it is valuable to
be able to see and experience historical events through the eyes and
minds of a specific family.”

Ingolv Austad, Director of Stavanger University Reading Centre

Now in its 4th printing and available in paperback!

$9.95 + S&H

To order, contact Skandisk’s Tomten Catalog at (800) 468-2424 or www.taberhallpress.com
Also available on Kindle! Published in Norway as “UNG MOTSTAND” by Commentum Forlag

Celebrate 17th of May
Norwegian Constitution Day is coming soon!
To celebrate, subscribe today for

Only

40 for the first year

$

Honor your Norwegian heritage and support the
only Norwegian-American newspaper

For more information, see page 7

Axe of Iron series
By award-winning author J.A. Hunsinger

haba haba...

(…continued from page 3)
north of Oslo. Here she discovered her love
for music and made the decision to pursue a
career in the industry.
As a teenager she had the privilege of
being the support act for artists as diverse as
Talib Kweli, Busta Rhymes, Flo-Rida, Rick
Ross and Angelique Kidjo. In 2005 she performed with the group The Rise in front of
Nelson Mandela. Several of her songs have
featured in American films and TV series.
The story behind her entry “Haba Haba”
was a vital part of her victory. Having had

bin laden...

(…continued from page 3)
ity to fight international terrorism.” Støre
too warned that “the threat from al-Qaida
remains.” He commented that “it is a fragmented organization that has shown the capability and will to use terror against civilians in its struggle.” “Osama bin Laden has
hardly been the central force in the network
in recent years but his leadership role has
still been significant,” Støre added.
Opposition politicians also sounded
notes of caution while welcoming the news.
The leader of parliament’s foreign policy
committee and Conservative Party representative, Ine Eriksen Søreide, commented
to Norwegian Broadcasting (NRK) that “we
must remember that bin Laden’s death is not
the same as the death of al-Qaida,” adding
that people should be “level-headed when it

parliamentarians...
(…continued from page 3)

on policy is a serious democratic problem.”
He believes that this means that “voters’
voices are completely ignored,” and this applied just as much to supporters of governing
parties as opposition groups. Sandberg added
that his first two periods in parliament, from
1997 to 2005, were very different to what
we had experienced since 2005. “There is
no dialogue between the parties in order to
create policy,” he said, and that in particular
“work in the committees consists mostly of
giving the rubber stamp to issues that come
from government.”
Gunnar Mathisen, a senior adviser
with the Nordic communication consultants

red, white and blue...
(…continued from page 11)

red, white and blue going strong.
In addition to flags, people typically
wear red, white and blue ribbons. Although a
long-standing tradition, it has lately become

Promised land...
(…continued from page 3)

The Vikings of Greenland. What happened to them?
Read the fascinating fictional series by award-winning author
J.A. Hunsinger about the Greenland Vikings in North America.
Call toll-free (800) 247-6553 or place an order at your local bookstore

Available online:
www.atlasbooks.com and www.amazon.com

Vinland Publishing
Email: info@vinlandpublishing.com
Online: www.vinlandpublishing.com

month. Skogen has worked with the written source material and literature about the
sloopers and has made a selection of it and
created an oral story of 50 minutes.
The story follows the emigrants from
their first thoughts about emigration, and further on the preparations, the crossing, how
they passed Hell Gate, the arriving in New

dressing for...

(…continued from page 13)
Bunads are literally the fabric of Norway, and the Norwegian Council of Folk
Costumes in Norway (Bunad- og folkedraktrådet), established in 1947, is there to insure
that traditions are upheld. Most Norwegians

norwegian american weekly

success in the country where she was born,
Kenya, Stella once complained to her grandmother that things did not move fast enough.
Grandma dryly told her off by saying, “Haba
haba, Hujaza Kibaba,” which is Swahili for
it’s the little steps in life that’s going to make
you happy.
Norway has won Eurovision three
times. In 1985 Bobbysocks took home the
trophy with “La det swinge;” 10 years later
in Dublin, Secret Garden won with “Nocturne;” and in 2009 Alexander Rybak broke
records with his song “Fairytale.”

comes to the practical significance this victory has.” The Progress Party’s Ketil SolvikOlsen suggested that the outcome could not
been seen as a unblemished victory for the
US as it was “a little ridiculous” that they
had not managed to catch bin Laden before. Meanwhile, Hans Olav Syversen of
the Christian Democrats fears the threat of
a “mobilization” by al-Qaida to show their
continuing strength, adding that “symbolically it certainly has great significance but
it remains to be seen if it leads to concrete
consequences.”
Foreign minister Støre also confirmed
that there would be no consequences from
the death of bin Laden for Norway’s continued presence in Afghanistan.
Reprinted with permission from Oslobased news service “Views and News from
Norway.” Visit www.newsinenglish.no.
Geelmuyden Kiese who undertook the study,
was even more scathing of the government,
criticize Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg’s
“Stoltenbergian parliamentarianism” for
shifting power from parliament to government. He told newspaper Dagasavisen that
“the most difficult issues are handled in private by the government,” adding that “parliament has become more of a spectator than
an arena for political debate.”
The survey also showed that more and
more politicians believe that the Red-Green
coalition government will not be re-elected
in 2013.
Reprinted with permission from Oslobased news service “Views and News from
Norway.” Visit www.newsinenglish.no.
more popular for men, women, and children
to wear national costumes, called a bunad.
The children also make a lot of noise shouting “Hurra!” singing, blowing whistles and
shaking rattles.
Have a wonderful 17th of May!
York and the further travel up to Kendall at
Lake Ontario. Through the storytelling the
audience will learn to know about the leader
of the group, Lars Gjeilane, how he got the
idea to emigrate, as well as the background
of some of the other emigrants. More over
you will hear about social and religious conditions in Norway compared with America.
For more information, call the Norwegian Seamen’s Church at (212) 319-0370 or
Mindekirken at (612) 874-0716.
need no reminders however because they already follow the strict codes even down to
the kinds of shoes and socks required.
“I am glad to be a part of this tradition,”
Eva comments, and when her daughter takes
over in a few years, this family tradition will
continue.
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Obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary free of charge.

Ruth Hannes Santoro

July 15, 1938 – March 25, 2011
Ruth
Hannes
Santoro died March
25, 2011. Ruth is
survived by her
nephew Scott Norris
(son of her late sister Judy Norris), her
daughter Susan Sellitto; Susan’s husband
Paul Sellitto; and her
brother-in-law James

Norris.
Ruth Santoro was a great friend to all of
us who knew and loved her. She was often referred to as “Doctor Ruth.” Due to her background in nursing, when we had any medical
problems we called her. Ruth had the connections: she knew the doctors at Lutheran
Hospital and would be beneficial is getting
us treated faster in the emergency room.
Another name “The General” originated
in the 17th of May committee: Ruth was very
strong-willed – a determined individual who
was not shy about standing up for what she
thought was right or wrong about anything
that might be up for discussion. If we tried
to change her thinking and offer up another

path to take, Ruth would simply point to gold
pin that she wore almost every day that simply read: “Pay Attention” and that basically
would mean that the conversation was over.
Ruth was very active in the Norwegian community. She had been the General Chairman and Journal Chairman of the
Norwegian-American 17th of May Parade
of Greater New York. Ruth was involved
with bringing bands over from Norway to
play in the Norwegian 17th of May Parade.
Ruth was recently the President of the Norwegian Children’s Home Association; she
was instrumental to set-up the structure and
award process for the Norwegian Children’s
Home Scholarships Fund awarded to children of Norwegian descent. Ruth was also a
member and active in both the Telemark Ski
Club and Bayfort Benevolence Association.
Ruth truly loved her Norwegian heritage and wore her bunad proudly at all the
Norwegian parades, events and celebrations.
Ruth did like a good time, a good laugh and
a good drink. Ruth was a loyal friend and
had a good heart. Ruth will be missed by the
Norwegian community and her friends. She
left us too soon!

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

Gratulerer med dagen!

Robert James Wuflestad

Happy 17th of May
from Minnekirken

June 26, 1918 – April 23, 2011
Robert James
Wuflestad, age 92,
of Camano Island,
Wash., passed away
on April 23, 2011.
Bob was a kind,
considerate gentleman of strong faith
in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who consistently honored God with his actions and his
words. He loved his family dearly, and always had a genuine interest in the lives of his
family, friends, and former students.
Bob was born on June 26, 1918, in Cooperstown, N.D., to Norwegian immigrants
Krag Peder and Anne Pedersen Wuflestad.
He moved from North Dakota to the Ballard neighborhood of Seattle, Wash., in 1927
when his father was called to pastor the
Norwegian Salem Evangelical Free Church.
Bob graduated from Ballard High School in
1936. Following high school, he worked in
the sheet metal business in Seattle and on
commercial fishing boats in Alaska to earn
money for college.
In 1939, he enrolled in the School of Engineering at the University of Minnesota and
attended there until he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy on Dec. 6, 1941. He was assigned to
the Navy’s first Construction Battalion and
served as a Naval Officer in the South Pacific
until 1945. On a brief leave from the Navy
in 1945, Bob married Gudrun Vevang, whom
he had known since childhood from church.

After the war, he enrolled at Seattle Pacific College to complete his degrees, graduating with a B.S. in Mathematics in 1949 and
a B. Ed. in 1950. He later received his M.A.
in Education from the University of Washington. He began his career with the Seattle
Public Schools in 1950 as a math teacher,
and later served as vice principal at Lincoln
High School and as principal at Whittier Elementary School.
He was an active long-time member of
United (formerly Salem) Evangelical Free
Church. Following retirement in 1985, Bob
and Gudrun moved to Camano Island where
they enjoyed many good times with family
and friends.
Two years after Gudrun’s death, at age
81, Bob married Betty J. Smith in 2000. Bob
and Betty were blessed with nearly 11 years
together.
Bob is survived by his wife Betty, his
three daughters Karen (Alfred) Lunde, Gina
(Robert) Thorstenson, and Lisa Wuflestad
and his eight grandchildren, Kristina (Rick)
Hagemeier, Larry (Kristen) Lunde, Martin Lunde, Andrew (Devany) Lunde, and
Sylvi, Magnus, Ingrid, and Robert Gunnar Thorstenson. He is also survived by his
eight great-grandchildren, Annika, Nathan,
and Kristian Hagemeier, Bergen, Halle, and
Mae Lunde, and Kallen and Anna Lunde. He
leaves step-children Judi (Nick) Seegert and
Mick (Karen) Smith as well as their children
and grandchildren.

Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our Experienced
daily specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel
Our daily specials and regularly updated information
help ayou make
wise travel
decisions in
a constantly changing world!
decisionswill in
constantly
changing
world!

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church in Chicago

Celebrating the language, culture and people of
Norway. Please visit us and help support this
wonderful Norwegian tradition!
Since 1905

2614 N. Kedzie Blvd., Chicago, IL 60647
Phone: (773) 252-7335 • www.minnekirken.org

Hipp, hipp hurra
for Syttende mai!

Seeking a place to
keep money safe?
Ballard Branch
2237 NW 57th Street
(206) 784-2200
www.vikingbank.com
Also serving: Bainbridge Island,
Bellevue, Poulsbo, Puyallup,
South Seattle, West Seattle

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

Founded in Ballard, Viking Bank
is a locally-owned and managed
full service community bank. Stop
by today and learn more about us!

Local. Personalized. Customer-Driven.

CHECKING SAVINGS LENDING
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Online: blog.norway.com/category/culture

arts & style

Nordic AdveNtures
with Astrid Karlsen Scott

Toll-free: (800) 618-0013 • www.nordicadventures.com

Gratulerer med dagen!

norwegian american weekly

Voyages of Discovery
Contemporary art by Nordic 5 Arts at PLU’s
Scandinavian Cultural Center in Tacoma, Wash.

Author of the
bestselling book
“Defiant Courage:
Norway’s Longest
World War II Escape”
with Tore Haug (Movie
rights sold) and
“Authentic Norwegian
Cooking” with more
than 300 authentic
recipes and beautiful
pictures.
To invite Astrid as a
guest lecturer, contact
Nordic Adventures.

Paperback: $16.95,
hardback $27.95

New low price: $20!

Because you love the Norwegian Heritage,
we are preserving it for you!
Share your love of Norway

all year loNg!
2012

Norway CaleNdar

Visions and verse of Vikingland

$12.95 + S&H

To order, call toll-free: (800) 201-3220

17th of May Greetings from the
Scandinavian Cultural Center
Pacific Lutheran University
12180 Park Avenue South

Join us for Nordic cultural events, classes,
and exhibits throughout the year.
For more information visit our website:
www.plu.edu/scancenter
Contact us by phone 253-535-7322
or email: scancntr@plu.edu

Photo courtesy of the Scandinavian Cultural Center

The piece by Ellen Faris is part of a new exhibit titled “Voyages of Discovery,” on display at the Scandinavian Cultural Center at Pacific Lutheran University.

Special Release

Scandinavian Cultural Center

“Voyages of Discovery” is an exciting
new exhibit of contemporary artwork at the
Scandinavian Cultural Center at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Wash.
The exhibit is comprised of pieces from
a talented group of professional artists in
the San Francisco Bay Area. “Voyages of
Discovery” offers an exhilarating array of
paintings, drawings, photographs, mixed
media, weavings, and ceramics. Each artist
expresses his or her own personal vision, yet
they believe their work is also in one way
or another informed by the Nordic culture
of our heritage which both consciously and
unconsciously nourishes our imaginations.
Each artist will include a statement about
how their artistic life makes a connection to
their Nordic heritage.
Nordic 5 Arts was founded in 1993 by
Kati Casida as an organization in the San
Francisco Bay Area where expression in the
arts could flourish and artists with a common heritage could gather and explore new
ideas and present a unique Nordic/Scandinavian sensibility. Nordic 5 Arts is comprised
of professional artists of Nordic/Scandinavian descent and artists born in Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. By
sharing a common bond and working together, the member artists are able to network,
collaborate, create, and participate in public

and private exhibitions.
“Whether we traveled to the U.S. ourselves as first-generation immigrants or are
familiar with the journeys made by earlier
generations of immigrants from the Nordic
countries, this harkening back to our histories is a fruitful quest that enriches what we
do today. It enhances our public and private
artistic lives where each and every one of us
is on a voyage of discovery about who we
are,” write Marc Ellen Hamel and Helene
Sobol, co-coordinators of Nordic 5 Arts.
“I am truly honored to host this magnificent collection of contemporary art. Nordic
5 Artists draw inspiration from their Scandinavian heritage and combine it with myriad
sources of inspiration to produce their own
unique compositions. Color and texture are
combined to create unforgettable works of
art filled with energy and expression,” said
Susan Young, the executive director of the
Scandinavian Cultural Center.
On May 12, a special reception for
“Voyages of Discovery” is open to the public
at 7 p.m. at the Scandinavian Cultural Center. The free event includes guest speaker
Dorothy McCall, the opportunity to meet the
artists, and delicious refreshments.
For more information, call (253) 5357349 or visit www.plu.edu/scancenter.

Online: blog.norway.com/category/norway-in-the-us
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in your neighborhood

Finding the Vikings East Coast update
News and notes from the NorwegianAmerican community on the East Coast

Author Eric Dregni
explores the significant
Scandinavian influence
on the Midwest

Berit Mesarick

Williamsburg, Va.

Christy Olsen Field
Managing Editor

Growing up in Minnesota with Swedish and Norwegian grandparents and a dash
of Danish for good measure, Eric Dregni
thought Scandinavians were perfectly normal. Who doesn’t enjoy a good salad (Jell-O
packed with canned fruit, colored marshmallows, and pretzels) or perhaps some lutefisk
at Christmas?
In his latest book “Vikings in the Attic:
In search of Nordic America,” Dregni explores the lasting and significant influence of
Scandinavian immigrants on the Midwest.
After spending a year in Trondheim,
Norway, on a Fulbright scholarship, Dregni
wrote “In Cod We Trust: Living the Norwegian Dream” about his family’s experience
in Norway, and how his identity as a Scandinavian-American was shaped by his time
in the old country. He noticed so many parallels to Norway and the Midwest, and was
inspired to share his discoveries. “Vikings in
the Attic” is illustrated with a wide variety of
examples and photos of the lasting Scandinavian influence on the Midwest, from people
to places.
“It’s subtle, but at the same time, it’s everywhere in the Midwest,” Dregni said.
Dregni chose to concentrate on the Midwest for the book rather than looking at the
entire U.S. He acknowledges that Scandinavians are found throughout the country –
with high numbers in New York, Texas and
Washington state – but he didn’t want to lose
the book’s focus.
Dregni found his sources mostly
through word of mouth, and went on road
trips around the Midwest to research. He
went to Norskedalen, a nature and heritage
center in Coon Valley, Wis., which is proud
of its strong Norwegian roots. He also visited Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah, Iowa, which is the largest
museum in the U.S. dedicated to a single

historic hockey...
(…continued from page 1)

found the net in the second to bring their
team level at 3 – 3.
Loui Eriksson gave Sweden the lead
again in the 50th minute but Anders Bastiansen secured a 4 – 4 draw, triggering a
goal-free overtime and then a shootout in
which Norway prevailed. Norway’s best

Photo: University of Minnesota Press

“Vikings in the Attic: In search of Nordic America” is available to purchase through ingebretsens.com or amazon.com.

ethnic group. Others were more subtle signs
of Scandinavian influence: rutabaga and
rhubarb malts, Swedish egg coffee (which
includes the eggshell), the co-op movement
and the Farmer-Labor party.
The book covers Viking enthusiasts
in the Midwest, influential ScandinavianAmericans (you will be surprised at the Nordic roots of some well-known Americans!),
and unique points of interest with Scandinavian flair.
When asked about his favorite discovery
of his project, Dregni replied, “The whole
idea of language. So many immigrants didn’t
pass down their language to their kids and
grandkids, to make it easier to Americanize...
they wanted to get rid of the languages.” This
is a common experience for children and
grandchildren of immigrants, many of whom
wish the mother tongue would have been
passed down.
“This book just scratches the surface,”
said Dregni, pointing out the Scandinavian
influence in the Midwest goes beyond lutefisk and lefse. “I wrote this for younger generations because it’s a pretty amazing story.”

The winter has been longer and colder
than usual along the East Coast, with plenty
of snow in several states. However, we can
now welcome spring as greenery and flowers
are coming to life, and the days are longer
and warmer, and the students are on spring
break.
In Virginia Beach, Va., Reverend Cecilie
Jørgensen Strømmen officiated at a church
service for Norwegian personnel at NATO
headquarters in Norfolk. Reverend Strømmen is a chaplain in the Norwegian Navy
with the main task to support Norwegian
military serving in different capacities in the
U.S. She is married to Ambassador Wegger
Chr. Strømmen.
In mid-April, IKEA in Raleigh, N.C. invited to an Easter Smørgåsbord, featuring all
the traditional Scandinavian foods.
Sons of Norway’s Land of the Vikings
(LOV) is announcing several events, beginning with the celebration of Syttende Mai on
May 14 with a village parade, picnic lunch
with ice cream for all.
Then the 5th Annual Golf Tournament
May 20 – 22 for the John Karlsen Memorial
weekend with a 50s theme, when the golfers
are expected to wear outfits from the 50s.
In July, the Sons of Norway Third District Youth camps for 8- to 15-year-olds
where they learn traditional Norwegian

crafts, and spend the afternoon with sports,
hiking and fishing, followed by folk dancing
and games in the evening.
Land of the Vikings is the cultural and
recreational center of the Sons of Norway
Third District. It is located in northeastern
Pennsylvania with 150 acres of land available for a variety of activities.
Family Historian Cliff Neilson was the
speaker at a recent meeting of The Williamsburg Chapter of the Norse Federation (Nordmanns-Forbundet) in Norge, Va., providing
the membership various details on genealogy research.
Sons of Norway Norumbega Lodge
3-506 in West Newton, Mass., is completing
their winter/spring sessions of their Norwegian language classes in April, and will no
doubt continue again in fall. The lodge has
offered these classes faithfully for several
years.
SAGA of the Carolinas is a non-profit
organization, advancing understanding of
the Nordic people, and providing a forum
for people to meet and to enjoy Nordic culture and activities, thus aiming to preserve
Scandinavian traditions, customs, history
and cultural heritage. SAGA also promotes
cultural exchange between the U.S. and the
Nordic countries. Visit www.scandinavianconnection.org

Gratulerer med dagen!
Happy Norwegian Constitution Day
from the Norwegian Immigration Association

“Vikings in the Attic: In search of Nordic
America” is published by the University of
Minnesota Press. ISBN: 978-0-8166-6743-7
previous result in the world championship
against Sweden was a 3 – 3 draw in 1994.
Norway coach Roy Johansen entered
this year’s championships without his top
players, like Mats Zuccarello, and defeating Sweden in the opening match is rated by
Norwegian media as sensational. Goalkeeper
Lars Haugen saved 42 of 46 Swedish shots
during ordinary time. The Norwegian team
lost to the U.S. 4 – 2 on May 2.

Norwegian Immigration Association, Inc.
317 East 52nd Street
New York, New York 10022
niahistoryonline@yahoo.com • www.niahistory.org
Preserving the living history of Norwegian immigrants in the New York area

The Wooden Spoon

Velkommen til Westby’s

S C A N D I N AV I A N S H O P
1617 Avenue K, Plano, Texas 75074
On the web: www.woodenspoon.ws
twonordic@aol.com • (972) 424-6867

43rd Syttende Mai, May 13, 14 &15, 2011
Our 35 year tradition has always been to bring you the finest selection of
unique Scandinavian gifts, especially of Norwegian origin. You will find our
new line of Gnomes, Norge jewelry, crystal, sweaters, Henning carvings,
books, music, videos, DVDs, baking needs, food products and Swedish clogs.
Open every day during festival! • We ship gifts everywhere!

DREGNE’S SCANDINAVIAN GIFTS
Westby, WI 54667 • 1-877-634-4414
www.dregnesscandinaviangifts.com

Celebrate Syttende Mai with us!
Hosted by the Sons of Norway at our shop
Join us May 15 at 3 p.m.
Call (972) 424-6867 for more information.
Exclusive designs of the Wooden Spoon!
Uff da Wine Glass
Uff da is-Shipping

$12.95
$9.95
$12.00

We carry a complete line of Scandinavian
gifts and food. Call us at (800) 2-NORDIC
or place your order online.
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Gratulerer med dagen!
Celebrate Norwegian Constitution Day in your neighborhood!
visit www.mindekirken.org.
group games, and a Norskie Raffle of ScanAlaska
Illinois
• May 16: Metropolitan Joint Committee dinavian donations. The event concludes

• May 12 – 15: Little Norway Festival in
Petersburg. Petersburg celebrates our Norwegian heritage by honoring Norwegian Independence Day, May 17. One of our biggest events,
the entire community celebrates with food and
craft booths downtown, parade, a Scandinavian
pageant, costume show and Kaffe Hus, music,
and much more! Sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce. Call (907) 772-3646.

Arizona

• May 14: Syttende Mai Celebration in
Scottsdale. Join us at McCormick-Stillman
Railroad Park at Scottsdale Road and Indian
Bend on Saturday May 14 at 9 a.m. We will
have parade at 9:30, then a potluck brunch.
Games for the kids! Sponsored by Sons of Norway and Arizona Nordmanns-Forbundet.

California

• May 14: Celebration with the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church at West Fort Miley from 1
– 4 p.m. Fort Miley is not far from the Cliff
House to the north of Ocean Beach. There will
be a 17th May parade, singing and playing.
• May 15: Constitution Day in San Diego
House of Norway celebrates Syttende Mai at
Balboa Park from 12 – 4 p.m. Children’s parade, program on the lawn, and refreshments
for all. House of Norway open 12 – 4 p.m.
Contact Bjarne at (760) 631-5678 or visit www.
houseofnorway.net.
• May 17: Constitution Day Ceremony at 7
p.m. at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church (2454
Hyde Street, San Francisco), speech by Consul
General Sten Arne Rosnes. Håkon Sødal and

Aud Irene Svartvasmo will perform music by
Edvard Grieg, and there will be refreshments.
For more information, call (415) 775-6566,
email: Sanfrancisco@sjomannskirken.no.
• May 17: Flag Raising at House of Norway
at Balboa Park celebrates 17th of May with a
ceremony at 9 a.m, followed by a reception
at House of Norway. Wear bunads and bring
flags. Everyone is invited!
• May 17: The Norwegian Seamen’s Church
in San Pedro (LA) celebrates 17th of May at
Nansen Field. Church Service 11 a.m. at 15
Hidden Valley Rd., Rolling Hills Estates. Flag
raising at 11 a.m., and a service led by Pastor
Line Kvalvaag. Service followed by a parade,
lunch, and kids activities. For more info, contact Bjarne (760) 631-5678.

Connecticut

• May 17: Syttende Mai Celebration with
Sons of Norway Hartford Lodge 3-474! Join us
at the Hyatt Summerfield Suites Hotel, located
at 200 Corporate Drive, Windsor, CT, from 2
– 5 p.m. This free event is open to the public,
and features face painting, games, food, rosemaling, and more! There will be a Færing boat,
based on the one discovered with the Gokstad
Viking ship. For more information, contact
Matthew Benson at (860) 951-6400 or Amy
Herberg, Vice-President (860) 373-4510.

Idaho

• May 17: Flag raising ceremony and potluck
at Falls Park in Post Falls, Idaho. The event
will take place May 17 at 11:30 a.m. Post Falls
Mayor Clay Larkin will present a proclamation
for honoring a decade of 17th of May celebrations at this site. Sponsored by Sons of Norway Harald Haarfager Lodge #2-011 in Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho. For more information, call
(208) 772-4631 or (208) 777-1030.

• May 13: 17th of May Luncheon hosted by
the Norwegian American Chamber of Commerce. 11:30 a.m. at the Mid-American Club,
Aon Building in Chicago. Honored guests are
Henrik Width, Royal Norwegian Deputy Consul General and wife Terhi Width, Admission:
$75 for members and one guest, $80 for nonmembers. For more information, call J. Nordan
at (630) 406-8155.

• May 14: Banquet hosted by the Norwegian
National League at Chevy Chase Country Club,
1000 N. Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, IL. Guest
speaker is Henrik Width, Royal Norwegian
Deputy Consul General. Social Hour begins at
6 p.m., and dinner at 7 p.m., followed by dancing to the Dave Kyrk Trio. $45 per person. For
more information, contact Carol at (847) 3581527 or visit www.nnleague.org.
• May 15: Norwegian Constitution Day Parade in Park Ridge. Stepping off at 1 p.m. at
Talcott and Cumberland, ending at Hodges
Park. Pre-parade festivities in Hodges Park
beginning at 12 p.m. will include activities
for children, vendors, refreshments, and entertainment. Parade Grand Marshal is Kris Ness
Cosentino. For more information, contact Barbra at (847) 823-7596.
• May 17: 17th of May Celebration Concert
at the Norwegian Memorial Church, 2614 N.
Kedzie Boulevard in Chicago. Music by the
Minnekirken Church Choir, Grieg Ladies Singing Society, Bjørnson Male Chorus, Nordic
Voices of Chicago and Chicago Spelmanslag.
Free will offering and refreshments following
concert. Call (773) 252-7335 for details.

Iowa

• May 15: Syttende Mai Parade and Celebration at Vesterheim Museum! Children’s parade
through Decorah at 12:30, Decorah’s Nordic
Dancers at the museum at 1 p.m., free admission to the museum all day, museum tours, gallery talks, and crafts. Check vesterheim.org for
more information.

Louisiana

• May 15: Syttende Mai Fest at the Norwegian Church in New Orleans, Mai flag hoisting and Mass followed by a parade. Music and
food! Enjoy laks, karamellpudding and pølser.
Location: 1772 Prytania Street, New Orleans.
Call (504) 525-3602.

Maine

• May 14: Syttende Mai Celebration with
Maine Nordmenn #3-664. Celebrate Syttende
Mai at Pineland Farms, 15 Farm View Drive,
New Gloucester, ME 04260, beginning at 1
p.m. Come and enjoy a parade, games, music,
cook out, and an afternoon with friends. Admission is free, but bring a Norwegian cold
table item or dessert to share and a fold-up
chair. Maine Nordmenn will provide the rest!
Contact Carolyn Browne at (207) 622-3096 or
email carolynbrowne@gmail.com.

Minnesota

• May 15: Mindekirken celebrates Syttende
Mai with several events. Prelude concert with
Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis at 10:30
a.m. Syttende Mai Festival Service at 11 a.m.
The parade and luncheon follow the service.
Starting at Mindekirken, the parade will meander through the neighborhood and return to the
church. The day concludes with the Celebration of Heritage at 1 p.m., featuring picnic fare,
games, and Norwegian folk art demonstrations
For more information, call (612) 874-0716 or

of the Sons of Norway Program in Minneapolis. Join us at Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd, 4801 France Ave. S, Minneapolis,
MN 55410. Our guest speaker is U.S. District
Court Judge John R. Tunheim. Traditional Norwegian open-faced sandwiches and coffee will
be served. A donation of $6 is requested. Call
Louise Bakken at: (763) 545-4827 by May 9.

• May 17 at the Old Muskego Church in St.
Paul: Celebrate your Norwegian heritage with
us at 3 p.m. at the Old Muskego Church, located at Luther Seminary, 2481 Como Ave., St.
Paul, MN 55108. In 1844, the Old Muskego
Church was built near Racine, Wis. It was the
first church building constructed by Norwegian
Lutheran immigrants in America. Professor
Gracia Grindal will lead a brief church service.
Coffee, lemonade and lefse will be served on
the lawn following the service.

• May 17: Syttende Mai Banquet in Bloomington, Minn. The Syttende Mai Minnesota
Banquet is the premier event! Join us at the
Minnesota Valley Country Club, located at 300
Auto Club Rd. Bloomington, MN 55438. The
evening will begin at 5 p.m. with a reception
hosted by the Honorary Norwegian Consulate
General, followed by dinner at 6 p.m. Guest
speaker is Ambassador Benson K. Whitney,
former U.S. Ambassador to Norway. Admission: $50 per person. Reservations required,
so please RSVP by noon on May 13. Call the
Consulate General at (612) 332-3338.
• May 20 – 22: Norwegian-American Heritage Celebration in Spring Grove Spring
Grove is located about 2.5 hours south of Minneapolis. It was the first Norwegian settlement
in Minnesota. Each year, the city hosts a festive
three-day celebration full of activities in celebration of Syttende Mai. It’s well worth a visit!
For more info, visit www.sgsyttendemai.org.

Montana

• May 17: Syttende Mai Celebration with
Sons of Norway Bitterrootdalen Lodge #4656. This month, our meeting falls on May 17.
Wear your Norwegian sweater for the meeting,
and join us for a potluck dinner, which includes
a presentation about Syttende Mai. For more
information, please call Christine at (406) 363-

3452.

New York

• May 17: Syttende Mai Celebration at the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church in Manhattan.
The church opens at 11 a.m. At 1 p.m., the
17th of May service will take place, followed
by the children’s parade at 3:30 p.m. The kids’
program begins at 4 p.m., at the Festprogram
opens at 7 p.m. Free admission. For more information, call (212) 319-0370 or visit sjomannskirken.no/new-york.
• May 15: Syttende Mai Parade in Bay Ridge,
Brooklyn, arranged by the Norwegian-American 17th May Committee of Greater New
York. The parade steps off at 1:30 p.m. at 5th
Ave. at 83rd St. and proceeds north to 67th St.
to Leif Ericson Park. Rain or shine! The theme
this year is: “Honoring Roald Amundsen.” For
information, visit www.may17paradeny.com.

Ohio

• May 15: Syttende Mai Fest with the Ohio
Norsemen. join them at Lakewood Park in

Lakewood, Ohio, from 1 – 4 p.m. Admission: $5 for adults, free for kids 18 and under. Enjoy a potluck luncheon, a history of
Norway’s Constitution Day, a sales table,

with a parade. Everyone is welcome! Please
call (440) 821-8891 by May 14 to RSVP.

Texas

• May 15: Celebrate Syttende Mai at the
Wooden Spoon in Plano, Texas! Join in the
festivities on May 15 at 3 p.m. at the Wooden
Spoon, located at 1617 Avenue K, Plano, TX
75074. Hosted by the Sons of Norway. For
more information, call (972) 424-6867.
• May 17: Syttende Mai Celebration at the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church of Houston.
The program starts at 4 p.m. with speeches,
Norwegian food (including bløtkake), Norwegian music and more. To RSVP, email
houston@sjomannskirken.no by May 10.
Admission: $25 per person. For more information, call (281) 998-8366 or e-mail houston@sjomannskirken.no.

Washington

• May 17: Syttende Mai Celebration at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Wash.
Flag raising at 8:30 a.m., followed by breakfast
in the Scandinavian Cultural Center. Call (253)
535-7349 for more information.
• May 17: Syttende Mai Celebration in Seattle! The festivities begin with the traditional
luncheon at Leif Erikson Hall, 2245 NW 57th
St. Cost: $25 per person. Special Guests: Grand
Marshal Knut Brakstad, and honorary marshals
Laura Loge and Knut Einarsen. Parade begins
at 6 p.m. near Adams School in Ballard, at the
corner of NW 62nd and 24th Avenue NW. For
more information, visit: www.17thofmay.org.

Wisconsin

• May 13 – 15: Syttende Mai Celebration
of Norway’s Constitution Day in Westby.
Events include demonstrations for Hardanger
fiddle-making, weaving, tatting, a bunad display, delicious Norwegian food, a craft tent, a
half marathon run and 5k run/walk, and more.
Don’t miss the Saturday night show, the rømmegrøt eating contest, and more! Entrance to
most events is a $3 pin. Call (866) 4WESTBY
or online at www.westbywi.com.
• May 13 – 15: Syttende Mai festival in
Stoughton. Syttende Mai is a very colorful,

gala, family-oriented affair with many people
wearing authentic Norse costumes. There are
folk dancing performances by the world famous Stoughton Norwegian Dancers, exhibits
of Norwegian rosemaling, woodcarving, Norse
costume style show, Norwegian church services, smørgåsbord of Norwegian foods, and
an Ugliest Troll Drawing contest. Call (888)
873-7912 or visit www.stoughtonwi.com/syttendemai.

Send us your 17th of
May photos for our
annual Syttende Mai
photo spread!
Call (800) 305-0127
or email us at naw@
norway.com by May
18. We would love to
include you!

norwegian american weekly 		May 6, 2011 • 23

17th of may issue

The Nordic Maid

Op e n d a ily in P o u l sb o , Wa sh .

Gård
Vintners

The West Coast’s premier Scandinavian gift store!
Featuring great gifts and items:

Raises a glass
to Syttende Mai

Kongetinn pewter
serving pieces

Lidberg Trolls

Dale of Norway sweaters

Gård Vintners is a proud sponsor of Norwegian Constitution Day

Stan Boreson CDs

Door harps

Gård, meaning “farm,” reeects our rich Scandinavian heritage. And as we’ve learned
from our Norwegian ancestors, hard work and dedication to quality are key to the
award-winning wines crafted from our estate vineyard in Washington’s Columbia Valley.

Henning Carvings

Celebrate Viking Fest in Poulsbo May 20 – 22!
The Nordic Maid Gift Shop
18954 Front Street NE — Poulsbo, WA 98370
Phone: (877) 355-5791 — Email: nordicmaid1@earthlink.net

Order online or visit Gård’s Tasting Rooms:
19495 144th Ave. NE, Ste. B240
311 N. Pearl St.
Woodinville, WA 98072
Ellensburg, WA 98926
(425) 485-9461
(509) 925-1095
Fri 2-7; Sat/Sun 12-6 pm
Open daily at 2 pm

w w w. nor d i c m a i d . c o m

www.gardvintners.com

Join a financial services organization focused
on what matters to you.
Experience what makes Thrivent Financial for Lutherans different.

We help our members support
the causes that are important
to them—in their communities,
their congregations and around
the world.
If you’re not a Thrivent Financial
member, now is a great time to
become one.
For more information,
visit us at Thrivent.com.
Find us on Facebook!
Thrivent.com/facebook
Follow us on Twitter!
Thrivent.com/twitter
Join our community!
LutheransOnline.com

26239 N12-10

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
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