TIME-DATED MATERIAL — DO NOT DELAY

(Periodicals postage paid in Seattle, WA)

On the Edge

Norwegians in
the U.S. for the
election
Read more on page 6

Julegaveforslag:
Til din fiende: tilgivelse. Til en
motstander: toleranse. Til en venn: ditt
hjerte. Til en kunde: service. Til alle:
nestekjærlighet. Til hvert barn: et godt
eksempel. Til deg selv - respekt.
– Oren Arnold

Special Issue

Welcome to the
Christmas Gift
Guide 2012!
Read more on pages 8 – 18

Norwegian American Weekly
Vol. 123 No. 42 November 16, 2012

News in brief
Find more at
blog.norway.com

News

Norwegian Minister of Industry
and Trade, Trond Giske, says the
savings plan presented by SAS
on Monday is demanding on the
personnel, but necessary. “As
part owner, the state is positive
to the business plan presented
by the SAS board in order
to strentghen the company’s
profitability. We will contribute
in order to secure the Group’s
ability to carry out the new plan,”
Giske says. Monday morning
it was also announced that SAS
chief Rickard Gustafson will cut
his own salary by 20 percent.
(Norway Post)

Culture

The City of Oslo will apply to
the Directorate of Education to
be allowed to set an upper limit
when it comes to absence among
students in high school. School
council Torger Ødegaard thinks
a maximum absence quota of 15
percent will have a disciplinary
effect on students. Oslo will ask
for a trial period once school
starts this fall. “It’s incredible that
students can be absent from school
as much as they like without any
consequences. We completely
agree with the teachers who
think that a maximum quota can
be an effective tool in the fight
agains high levels of absence
among students,” Ødegaard tells
Aftenposten.
(Norway Post)
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Trouble escalates for SAS
The airline finds
more ways to
restructure after
financial difficulties
Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

In recent weeks the prominent Scandinavian airline SAS has
been rumored to be on the verge of
bankruptcy. These rumors worsened when the airline postponed
the release of its quarterly report.
Press releases issued by SAS
this past Monday, Nov. 12, announced the airline’s new economic plan and put the rumors of its
bankruptcy to rest for now. At the
forefront of this plan is financial
support guaranteed by the Norwe-

See > SAS, page 6

SAS announced slashes on employee pay and the selling of some of its assets on Nov. 12.
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On Nov. 14, Norway House,
together with the Minnesota Peace
Initiative, hosted the “Arab Spring:
What’s happening now?” event

See > Hansen, page 7
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Brann in Seattle
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Welcome to the annual Christmas Gift Guide issue! The Christmas season is a time to share to
share traditions with family and
friends and of course, fellow Norwegians!
This year, we focused on finding some of the best Scandinavian
gifts found through Scandinavian
stores and independent artists. And
because some of the best presents

can’t be wrapped, we came up with
a list of memorable experiences.
In addition, we asked some
friends of the Norwegian American Weekly to share their favorite
Christmas gift with us! Their responses are heartwarming. What’s
the Weekly’s best present ever?
The best group of subscribers we
could ask for!
The fun starts on page 8!

Special exchange
between U.S. and
Norway soccer
The Norwegian team Bergen Brann has gained a thorough knowledge of the success
formula of the American soccer
team, the Seattle Sounders.
In 2012, people from dif-

See > Brann, page 21
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Nyheter fra Norge

For Christmas: A NorwegianAmerican Page-Turner!
“Gripping story with
expertly developed
characters... fast-paced
and rich with intrigue...”
– ForeWord Reviews

norwegian american weekly

The Nordic Maid

The West Coast’s Premier Scandinavian Store!

God Jul og Godt Nyttår!
Featuring great Gifts such as:

“Great series...
excellent.”
– BookReview.com
“A harrowing ride
with intriguing plot
twists and memorable
characters...”
– Norwegian American
Weekly

Traditional
Christmas Decor

Gjestdal and Norlender sweaters

Books

Welcome Lights

Sølje Jewelry

From the author of TARGET,
which ForeWord Reviews
called “... a terrific debut
novel by a writer to watch.”
ISBN 978-145079593-7

$17.95

Purchase your copy today!
Available online at Amazon.com or BN.com,
or visit your favorite bookstore (special order, if necessary)

www.rwangard.com

Henning Carvings

Plus CDs, tees and so much more!
The Nordic Maid Gift Shop
18954 Front Street NE — Poulsbo, WA 98370
Phone: (877) 355-5791 — Email: nordicmaid1@earthlink.net

w w w. nor dic m a i d . c o m

PLU Spans the Globe
Visit www.choose.plu.edu

We made history in 2006 by becoming the first university in the country to have students
and faculty studying on all seven continents simultaneously -- including on the Antarctic
Peninsula. The achievement was repeated in 2008 and again in January 2010.
Photo by Charles Bergman © 2010.

Tacoma, Washington
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News

Norwegians spend big on Christmas
Projected 2012 Christmas spending in Norway
sets new records, according to new research
VG
According to the employers’ organization Virke, Norwegians will spend a record
amount of money on Christmas shopping in
2012.
If the forecasts of Virke are correct, we
can expect shopping in December 2012 to
surpass 50 billion kroner for the first time.
It is estimated that the growth in Christmas sales will be at 2 percent even though
there are two fewer shopping days in the
Christmas season compared to last year.
The shops in Oslo have the highest sales
per capita of 11,150 kroner, while stores in
Hedmark and Østfold are located on the bottom with a turnover of 8,700 per capita.
Every Norwegian this year will, for the
first time, spend over 10,000 kroner in December. The exact figure is 10,030 million,
70 million more than last year.

What do people spend the most money
on? Food that is meant to be put on the table.
Over 40 percent of the money Norwegians use for Christmas goes toward food
and drink. In December, grocery store sales
are boosted by 20 percent, and Norwegians
buy almost twice as much wine and spirits
during this time of the year.
For stores that sell clothing, books, decorations for the home, jewelry, toys, sporting
goods, and electronic goods, the Christmas
season is also very important. Many industries in December have sales that are 2.5 to
3.5 times higher than in other months.
Virke, however, indicates that December sales are subject to the crisis in Europe
and how the weather plays out this year.
This year one-third of Norwegians will
shop for Christmas gifts online. Online re-

Photo: Anjuli Brekke

Christmas shopping on Karl Johans gate in Oslo.

tailers think Norwegians will spend around
1800 kroner on Christmas gifts online this
year, according to the Christmas trading survey by TNS Gallup for Nets.
The largest group of online shoppers in
Norway are those aged 30 to 44 years, where
56 percent said they plan to buy Christmas
gifts online.

Norway against torture Norway’s role
Did you know Norway
played a role on U.S.
election night?

Norway’s delegation
presents its report to
the Committee against
Torture in Geneva

Norway Post

persons recognized as refugees but also to
foreign nationals facing a real risk of being subjected to the death penalty, torture,
or other inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishments upon return to their country of
origin. They further emphasized that unac-

Were you impressed by the graphics
used in CNN’s television coverage of the
U.S. election? A Norwegian company provided the technology for the election broadcasts.
American networks and TV channels
competed to have the best graphics during
the U.S. election broadcast last week. Vizrt
(Visualisation in Real Time), a Norwegian
company from Bergen, provided CNN’s
technology, one of the largest news channels
in the U.S.
The American election television coverage is a display window for new technology.
Large TV channels often try out new things
during their election coverage,” says Market
Director of Vizrt, Håvard Myklebust.

See > Geneva, page 5

See > Graphics, page 7

Marit Fosse

Geneva, Switzerland

Last Wednesday in Geneva, Norway
presented to the Committee against Torture
its most recent periodic report detailing the
steps it has taken to implement the provisions of the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The Committee members raised several matters, and Thursday the
Norwegian delegation furnished responses
to them, covering such matters as foreigners expelled, rape, and children disappearing
from reception centres.
The Norwegian delegation insisted
that there is an absolute protection against
refoulement and that it applies not only to

Photo:Wikimedia Commons

A Norwegian delegation visited the United Nations offices in Geneva on Oct. 31.

This week in brief
Seven years on the seven seas

After spending seven years sailing
around the world on board their 42 foot
sailboat, Heidi and Eivind Bogerud have
returned to Oslo harbour, from where they
left 88 months ago. On July 3rd 2005,
they left Oslo, after having sold all their
posessions, setting out on their 120,380
km long journey, or equvalent to around
the world three times. During their trip,
they got married, and now have two sons,
two and three years old, both born in
Australia. One of them, Erik was baptized
at Clarence River, with salt water in the
font, by the pastor of the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church in Sydney, Torgeir Vea.
He had never before performed a baptism
onboard a sailboat. Marius was baptized in
Yamba, Australia, where the parents were
married. The couple are now picking up
where they left seven years ago, and are
looking for both a place to live and new
jobs.
(Norway Post)

Norwegian daredevil survives accident at
1200 meters altitude

Richard Henriksen escaped miraculously
unscratched when his BASE jump went
horribly wrong. Mr. Henriksen was about
to BASE jump off a high bar when the
metal rod he was somersaulting around
suddenly collapsed, sending him flying
off a 4000ft cliff. The veteran BASE
jumper was performing the stunt for a
Norwegian TV show when the accident
happened. Luckily, he narrowly missed
falling against the rock face of the cliff
and managed to open his parachute on the
way down.
(Norway Post)

Pop group a-ha knighted

The Norwegian pop group a-ha has
been named Knights First Class of the
Order of St. Olav by King Harald for
their services to Norwegian music and
for their international success. “We held
onto what we believed in, together and
as individuals,” said Morten Harket,
when he, Magne Furuholmen and Pål
Waaktaar-Savoy, whe they were presented
with their order. The group has sold 35
million albums world wide, and is the
only Norwegian band which has topped
the Billboard list with “Take On Me.”
(Norway Post)
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Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(November 12, 2012)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

norwegian american weekly

Winners

5.7460
5.8677
6.6757
0.9997
0.7868

Name		

Blom		
EOC
Birdstep Technology
Belships
Kitron

NOK

Losers
Change

3.5 14.75%
2.94 8.89%
1.05 7.14%
5.0
6.84%
2.35 5.86%

Name

Clavis Pharma

Codfarmers
Transit Invest
American Shipping Co
Renewable Energy Corp.

NOK

8.0
0.6
0.3
1.95
08

Change

-87.88%
-47.83%
-37.50%
-19.75%
-18.23%

Innovation in piping
Norwegian company Onliner makes strides in
repairing pipes without the need to excavate

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care Insurance
Should you consider it?
Call me for honest straightforward advice.

(206)362-5913

www.obergltc.com

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2401 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

LE WIS O. T I T LA N D
C erti fi ed P u b lic A c c o u n t a n t

(206) 7 8 9 - 5 4 33
3 8 2 4 18t h A v e
S e a t tl e , W A 9811 9

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Small businesses
Individuals
Specialized Assistance

Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our
daily
specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel
Our daily specials and regularly updated information
will
help
you
make
wise
travel
decisions
in
a constantly changing world!
decisions in a constantly changing world!

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

SOlie

Verrazano TraVel & leisure
Funeral
Home
1 (718)
979-6641

and Crematory

inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

Subscribe to the Weekly!
Call (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.com

Representatives for Oliner System at the World Summit on Innovation in Boston.

Photo: Oliner System

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

At this fall’s World Summit on Innovation & Entrepreneurship in Boston with the
theme “the new smarter innovation economy” the Norwegian Onliner System AS
made it to this year’s “HOT 100 companies.”
Indeed a perfect timing for the company’s international launch of innovative solutions in
trenchless technology. The company wants
to change the existing way of working.
Back in 1974 Kristian Olimb was part
of a business group that was the first in the
world to develop and test pipeline rehabilitation products. Since then, their new method
for renewing wash pipes, drains and sewer
lines has been used to renew 35 million meters of pipe work worldwide. That’s almost
one time around the world. The company has
developed methods to do relining also in the
joints of the pipes – the connections – without the need for digging.
Olimb was one of the first companies
in the world to perform pipeline rehabilitation. The methods and products have of
course been improved since the mid-70s, but
the principle is the same. They can renew
municipal drains and sewers with polyester
hardened sleeves up to 1200 mm in diameter, a thickness of up to 50 mm and lengths
of up to 250 meters at a time. The climate
and topography in Norway have given many
challenges and many solutions.
Onliner System, who is a subsidiary of
Olimb Group, was established in 2007 with
the purpose of developing and testing methods for pipeline rehabilitation inside buildings. They have a complete system, specializing in development, training, standardization and execution of pipeline rehabilitation.
They are engaged in sewage relining, all
diameters, private and municipal, buildings
and outdoors, also within the oil and gas industry.
Since the time of the Romans, we have
been able to transport water in pipes and aqueducts. But time changes everything, pipes

included. All pipes have a limited lifetime
and water pipes are like veins. They are important for life and wellbeing, but have to be
taken care of. And like veins, we don’t see
most of them. In many municipal systems,
the rate of water leaks are high. 30 to 50 percent leak is not unusual. One of the reasons
is that we don’t see the damage because it is
underground. Another is that we don’t want
to see it; there is much else that we see that
needs to be taken care of, and that costs money and effort.
Onliner is probably the only contractor that can offer to rehabilitate water pipes
without excavating the tapping points. Their
products and methods have been approved
for the U.S. and Canada. The certificate has
been issued by IAPMO Research and Testing Inc. This opens the door to work in the
American and Canadian market and is issued
for a year at a time. Onliner has now started
the process of obtaining approvals in the different countries where they are represented.
The company can by this method rehabilitate
water pipes in the six to eight-inch range, and
intends to do larger dimesions later as well.
Onliner has been very active at trade
fairs this year. They have done this to find
out what is in demand and to listen to people
in these potential markets. One of the exhibitions was the Pumper & Cleaner expo in
Louisville, Kentucky, U.S.
According to the general manager, the
interest has been enormous. This is a great
effort for the company, but it is important to
listen to the market at a global level. This allows us to find out about opportunities, risk
and limitations. In this way we become a
company that has, and is, a genuine alternative. We present ourselves with pride, but we
meet the world with respect and humility.
And the results are there to. The company
has been back to the U.S. and their travel
schedule for this autumn is already very full!

Business News & Notes

Norway’s DNO upbeat on Iraqi oil discovery

Norwegian oil and gas company DNO International said it made an oil discovery in the
Kurdish region of northern Iraq that could
double in-place estimates. DNO said it encountered an oil column measuring more than

680 feet in its Erbil license in northern Iraq.
The company said the discovery is expected
to more than double field estimates to as much
as 700 million barrels of oil-in-place.
(UPI)
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Norway and Japan work together
Norway and Japan
have signed an
agreement to expand
cooperation on polar
research in the Arctic
and the Antarctic
Research Council of Norway

The agreement was signed during the
recent visit to Japan by Norwegian Prime
Minister Jens Stoltenberg. Cooperation in
the polar regions was one of the topics of
discussion in the high-level meetings held in
connection with the visit.
Willingness to improve
“The agreement attests to the willingness of both countries to work together to
strengthen climate research in the Arctic and
improve utilisation of existing infrastructure,” asserts Jan-Gunnar Winther, Director
of the Norwegian Polar Institute.
The increased attention being devoted
at the NIPR to research on ice masses and
climate shares many similarities with the
process leading up to the establishment of
the Centre for Ice, Climate and Ecosystems
(ICE) at the Norwegian Polar Institute. The
two institutions anticipate being able to collaborate in a number of areas.
“Subjects covered in the agreement include glaciology, pollution in the Arctic and
atmospheric research,” Dr Winther adds.
“The activities comprise knowledge transfer
of global significance. Japan is clearly intensifying its national effort to better understand the changes taking place in the Arctic,
and view these in relation to the changes it is
experiencing at home.”
Norway and Japan have collaborated
on polar research in both the Arctic and the
Antarctic for many years. Japan has research
stations in Ny-Ålesund in the Svalbard archipelago and in Dronning Maud Land in

< Geneva
From page 3

companied minor asylum seekers were entitled to free legal aid before a decision was
made in the first instance, while adult asylum seekers had this right when appealing a
negative decision.
While foreigners expelled because of a
breach of the Immigration Act were entitled
to free legal aid, this did not apply to foreigners expelled because of a penal sanction. The
vast majority expelled because of an illegal
stay in Norway or lack of identity documents
were expelled without penal sanctions. Foreigners in need of protection were not sanctioned for lacking a valid travel document.
In response to the question on whether
the police were conducting thorough investigations into cases of children disappearing
from reception centers, the delegation countered that the authorities were constantly endeavouring to prevent such disappearances.
Several sets of guidelines were in place,
including on disappearances of unaccompa-

Photo: Office of the Prime Minister / Flickr
The Norwegian Polar Institute and the Japanese National Institute of Polar Research signing the cooperation agreement in Tokyo. The signing took place in conjunction
with the Prime Minister’s official visit to Japan.

Norwegian polar seminar in Tokyo
In connection with Prime Minister Stoltenberg’s official visit to Japan, the Research
Council and Innovation Norway organised a

seminar entitled “Polar Climate and Ecosystem Research – Opportunities for NorwayJapan Collaboration”. The seminar formed
the backdrop for the formal signing of the
agreement.
The fact that the agreement was signed

in connection with a state visit is further indication of the significance of the cooperation now being established between the two
polar institutes.

nied or separated children and on follow-up
by reception centre staff on possible cases of
trafficking. The guidelines of the Attorney
General on investigations of reports of missing persons were also relevant. On a practical level, when unaccompanied children left
reception centres without providing a new
address, the standard procedure was to report
them missing to the police and to notify their
legal guardian and the child welfare service.
While the police received relevant information about disappearances, including suspicions of possible trafficking or other crimes,
one could not rule out that some disappeared
children might be subjected to crime.
The delegation acknowledged that unaccompanied minors between the ages of 16
and 18 needed particularly good care during
their stay in reception centres and assured the
Committee that the authorities aimed to ensure that all unaccompanied minors received
services meeting their individual needs. In
some cases, unaccompanied asylum seekers
above 16 years of age were granted a limited

permit, entitling them to legal guardianship
until they were 18. Seventy-five per cent
of unaccompanied minors had been granted
protection in Norway in the year 2011, while
12 per cent had been given residence permits
on humanitarian grounds. When turning
18, however, foreigners holding such limited permits must voluntarily return to their
countries of origin.
Commenting on the high numbers of rejected asylum requests and the many expulsions which the Committee had noted, the
delegation recalled that the figure provided
in the report covered a four-year period. In
this period, some 340,000 foreigners had
been given a first-time permit, including
first-time registrations of European Union
nationals in 2009 and 2010. Over the same
period, 48,200 asylum requests had been
received resulting in 29,500 rejections, not
an excessive number in the opinion of the
delegation. In 2011, Norway had granted 51
percent of all asylum claims examined based
on their merits, that is, excluding Dublin cas-

es. In a European context, this represented a
high percentage, the delegation argued.
The Committee had raised several questions about conditions in police cells, noting
that people were staying in such cells for far
too long. According to normal procedure, an
arrested person was placed in a police cell.
Admittedly, these cells were not suitable
for long-term detention since they allowed
no contact with other inmates, resulting in
de facto solitary confinement. It should be
noted, the delegation countered, that arrested persons must be transferred to a prison
within 48 hours, except in special situations,
which had unfortunately occurred in some
cases. But human rights considerations were
fully taken into consideration, the delegation
insisted, saying that in some cases judges
had even refused to order pre-trial detention if prison places were not available. The
delgattion pointed out that the Norwegian
government also had positive developments

Antarctica.

See > Geneva, page 6
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to its credit: reports attested to an improved
situation overall, particularly in the Oslo
area, and prison capacities had increased.
This was not yet proportionate to the needs,
however, as action against organized criminal groups, for instance, generated a strong
demand for pre-trial detention capacities.
As far as isolation in remand was concerned, this could be imposed only on the basis of legislation adopted in 2002. A survey
conducted in 2009 by the police academy
concluded that the 2002 amendments were
having the desired effect, with restrictions
being used much less than before. Solitary confinement in prisons had also been
analyzed in a report by the national human
rights institution. That report had revealed
shortcomings in informing prisoners of the
grounds for their solitary confinement, as
well as highlighting cases where solitary
confinement had not been reported to higher
instances as required.
Turning to the issue of rape, the delegation said it was looking for constructive
advice and best practices. However, rape
remains a matter of concern, and the Committee had drawn the conclusion that rape is
chronic and incurable in Norway. The delegation pointedly contested this, saying that
it did not believe that rape was more of an issue in Norway than it was in other countries.
In any case, authorities recently drew up
a plan of action which led to harsher penalties
and better care for victims. The penal code
also had specific wording on rape, allowing
courts to conclude that rape had occurred
even when little force had been involved.
Simultaneously, constant efforts were being
made to improve police investigations. One
concern of the authorities was that rape investigations were too lengthy, and it had thus
been decided that time limits be set for each
individual rape case. The number of reported
cases of rapes had increased dramatically between 2010 and 2011 in Oslo, the delegation
admitted. However, analysts concurred that
this could not be attributed to an increase in
rape but to higher levels of reporting, which
must be seen as a positive development reflecting the government’s efforts.
The delegation of Norway consisted of
representatives from the Ministry of Justice
and Public Security, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Ministry of Health and Care Services, and the Permanent Mission of Norway
to the United Nations Office at Geneva.
The Committee’s concluding observations and recommendations on the report of
Norway will be issued towards the end of the
session, which concludes on 23 November.
Norway will be under obligation to implement them and report on their implementation in its next periodic report.
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An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!

Norwegians come to Wisconsin for the presidential election
By Dave Cieslewicz

It’s not every day that you see Norwegians in our state. Okay, well, maybe it
is a common occurrence, but I’m talking
Norskis straight from the old country here.
This morning I was interviewed by
Norwegian journalist Harald Maaland accompanied by his photographer Jon Ingemundsen from the Stavanger Afternblad,
an evening newspaper.
They’re in Wisconsin for a week covering the presidential election, and are
interviewing former politicians who are
Democrats and Republicans. They were
led astray by someone who suggested they
talk with me, and I put them on to respected Republican and former state Senator
Brian Rude.
I warned them that they don’t make
guys like Brian anymore. A reasonable,
moderate Republican who could work
across the aisle. But he’s Norwegian, so
they wanted to talk to him anyway.
After they got done interviewing
me and my friend Harald Jordahl, who I
brought along both for his insight and to
give him the chance to sharpen his Norwegian, I turned the tables and asked them
about what the election meant to Norway.
They told me that Norwegians strongly
support President Obama, as do most Europeans. They just see his approach as
closer to their own and ultimately better
for the world.
They didn’t express dislike or fear
of Mitt Romney and the Republicans – it
was more puzzlement. They couldn’t un-

Photo: Dave Cieslewicz
Harald Maaland and Jon Ingemundsen
of the Stavanger Aftenblad.

derstand how a movement that questions
evolution and global climate change could
exist as a major political force. I could not
help them explain this.
I’m always struck when I travel
abroad or talk with visitors from other
countries about how much the U.S. matters to them. Harald told me that before
World War II, it was Germany that dominated Norwegian culture. Since then it has
been America. People watch American
movies and TV shows, eat at McDonald’s,
and speak English.
Yet, we’re a country that, for all of our
influence, seems to carry ourselves with a
dim and sometimes absolutely blind view

of how our actions affect the world. For
a nation that needs to constantly tell itself
that we are the “envy of the world,” we
don’t seem to pay much attention to how
we impact that world.
Our Norwegian visitors clearly were
enjoying their trip to America. I met with
them at the Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery to show it off to them, and they
headed up to Mauston to see some of
Norwegian-settled rural Wisconsin. For
my money, that is the most beautiful part
of our state.
But on their way, they wanted to stop
at a gun shop where they could get some
pictures. I suggested the Ace Hardware in
Sauk City, where I get my own rifle serviced.
They thanked me.
They want to try to explain to their
readership the prevalence of guns in
American culture. Good luck with that, I
thought.

Dave Cieslewicz is an
American
politician
who served as mayor
of Madison, Wisconsin
from 2003 to 2011. He
operates the blog “Citizen Dave: Thoughts and
ideas about city building from Madison’s
former mayor.” His blog can be accessed at
http://www.thedailypage.com/citizendave.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is
not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

< SAS

From page 1

gian, Swedish, and Danish governments who
will together own 50 percent of the airline.
The plan also includes unfortunate news for
workers with 1000 jobs being cut, and wage
reductions by 15 percent.
The economic support guaranteed to
SAS from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark
as well as other companies is conditional
and rests upon SAS’ strict adherence to their
plan, which should save them around SEK 3
billion annually.
Along with pay cuts and financial back-

Shop Norwegian Style at Vesterheim
for all of your holiday gifts!

ing this plan also calls for SAS to sell some
of its assets, totaling another SEK 3 billion.
The hope is that SAS will use this money
to be less dependent on outside sources for
lending and backing.
“This truly is our ‘final call’ if there is to
be a SAS in the future. We have been given
this final chance to make a fresh start and to
carry on these fundamental changes. I know
that we are asking a lot of our employees,
but there is no other way.
“I hope that our loyal and dedicated employees are willing to fight for the survival of
SAS and for our jobs. If we do this, we will
be able to invest in new aircraft in the long

term and to further develop our operations.
This will ensure that SAS will continue to
play an important role for millions of people
in Scandinavia in the future,” says Rickard
Gustafson, President and CEO of SAS.
However, some experts are not so optimistic that the new changes will affect SAS
in the long term, or prevent them from going
under.
The Local reports: “Aviation experts
doubt a massive savings plan announced on
Monday by Scandinavian airline SAS can
save the company, with one analyst forecasting the airline would cease to exist within 12
months.”

For the love of all things Nordic!
What’s
on your
Christmas
shopping list?

Sweaters, games and toys, books, CDs,
jewelry, original artwork, and other great items.

Call 1-800-979-3346 for a catalog,
or shop online at vesterheim.org.
Your purchases support Vesterheim Museum.

Norwegian- American Museum

502 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa
563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org

Uniquely Nordic

• Scandinavian
Children’s
books
• Sissel CDs
• Dala Horse
cookie cutters
• Paper flag
garlands
Check out our
great selection!

Scandinavian Gifts & Imports

Find us online: www.uniquelynordic.com
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Letters to the Editor

Published since May 17, 1889

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Toll-free: (800) 305-0217 • Local: (206) 784-4617
Fax: (206) 448-2033 • Email: naw@norway.com

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Dear Editor,
I am a Greek-American with a Scandinavian looking name. Norway & Greece
fought valiantly against the Axis in World
War Two. Both countries suffered greatly
for their resistance. Recently I had the opportunity to hear about the plight of the 2000
Norwegian Jews. The author Irene Levin
Berman was one of the few to escape in
1942. She wrote a book “We Are Going To
Pick Potatoes,” which was the euphemism
they used for escape.
Sincerely,
Chris Kalogerson
Edina, Minn.
Dear Editor,
Here is a pic from the Oct. 20 Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis Lutefisk and
Meatball dinners.

< Graphics
From page 3

The company, located at Nøstet in Bergen, also delivers graphics to other major
U.S. channels and networks, including Fox
Channel, CBS and Al Jazeera.
Vizrt has already been involved in several new technology experiments during the

< Hansen
From page 1

in Minneapolis, Minn. The Norway House
Peace Initiative began supporting events in
2008, with the goals of raising awareness,
educating audiences and fostering engagement about the peace process around the
world.
The Arab Spring event included a presentation by special guest Rolf Willy Hansen, the Norwegian Ambassador to Syria
and former Consul General in Minneapolis,
Minn., who discussed the changing situation
in the Middle East. In honor of Ambassador Hansen’s visit, the Norwegian American
Weekly in coordination with Norway House
conducted an exclusive interview with him.
Norwegian American Weekly: You

Photo courtesy of Herb Nelson
The Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis serves Lutefisk to only the
biggest and toughest men in town!

We served our usual 600+ and all were
well fed and happy. A couple of friends of
mine and I went to Moe Lutheran Church
in Clear Lake, WI on Sunday for more Lutefisk, then we go again this Thursday to
Beldenvile, WI for more Lutefisk. Uffda,
cannot get enough of that good fisk!
Sincerely,
Herb Nelson
Stillwater, Minn.

Dear Readers,
In December, we will publish the annual
Christmas Greetings issue, and we invite you
to participate in this fun tradition by placing
a personalized greeting. The cost is $10 for a
small greeting, and $20 for a large greeting.
Your greeting can be as simple as “Merry
Christmas!” or “God Jul og Godt Nyttår!”
To place your greeting, mail in the order
form on page 21 with a check, or call us tollfree at (800) 305-0217 to pay by credit card.
The deadline is Dec. 1, so don’t delay!

Merry Christmas!

Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
Staten Island, N.Y.

$10 for small ad
$20 for large ad (not shown)

previous election campaigns. In 2008, CNN
attracted a lot of attention when they presented a hologram of their Chicago-based
reporter Jessica Yellini in the channel’s New
York studio. Surrounded by a blue sheer,
Yellini’s hologram was interviewed by news
anchor Wolf Blitzer. However, new technology is also time consuming. Jonathan Kemp,
responsible for all graphics at CNN, tells Af-

tenposten that they worked for one and a half
month in order to transform their Washington studio into an election studio.
“We started to plan the election broadcast one and a half years ago,” Kemp explains. Thanks to Vizrt everything works
as it should but we are still quite nervous,
Kemp said earlier this week – just before the
election night.

were the Consul General in Minneapolis for
three years before becoming the Ambassador
to Syria in 2008. Tell me a bit about how it
was to make that change. What were some
of the most significant differences between
those two roles?
Ambassador Rolf Willy Hansen: Well,
of course they are completely different roles.
I have worked in the Middle East before, so
for me it wasn’t really a complete surprise.
I had worked on those issues before, and I
had been to Damascus and Syria before, so I
knew what it was like. Of course, Syria was
and is a very closed country; information is
not really readily available. Whereas when
you come from the United States, which is
a very open society, in this case I came to
a very closed society, where you have to

second-guess a lot of what was actually going on. I guess that would be one example of
how it was a big change: going from a very
open society to a very closed society.
And obviously with Syria we have good
relations, but not very close relations. So
as an Ambassador, of course, your job is to
improve the relationship that already exists.
In Syria, you know, it takes more time, we
didn’t have any privileged relations, we were
only one among many countries. Whereas in
the Midwest of course, being a Norwegian
Consul General, that automatically opens up
a lot of doors.
NAW: How did you get connected with
the Minnesota Peace Initiative and what is
the goal of the event on the 14th? How does

17. november
Bjarne Selnes
Hood Rivers OR
Georg M Kjonsvik
Seattle WA
Sigurd Gigiksen
Long Island NY

20. november
William Anderson
Coquille OR
Paul Borg
Rainier OR
Norman Østhus
Seattle WA
Mrs. John Haugum
Montevideo MN
Per Fredrik Bamer
Oslo Norway
Carol Christensen
Seattle WA

18. november
Ingvald Dale
Lacey WA
Randi Berntsen Cruze Castro Valley CA
16. november
Peter Fosseide
Duluth MN
Gudrun Bakstad
Romedal Norway
Margit Holm
Jessheim Norway
Arthur Nilsen
Tacoma WA
Johannes Bruvik
Salem OR
Per Erik Jacobsen
Plymouth MA

Publisher

19. november

Pete Otnes
Aagot Eide
Karen Uhl
Sharon L. Willoughby
Barney Bordsen
James Tollev Hill

Seattle WA
Baltic SD
Portland OR
Coral Springs FL
Rio Linda CA
Denver CO

See > Hansen, page 20

21. november
Alf Haugan
Yakima WA
Harry Christensen
Oakland CA
Leif Ericksen
Kingston WA
Emil Kaldestad
Sunde Norway
Carl Lindstad
Geneva WI
Abigail M. Samuelsen
Camp Hill PA
Lars Larson

22. november
New Richmond WI

Norwegian American Foundation

Managing Editor		
Kelsey Larson

naf.info@norway.com

kelsey@norway.com

Subscriptions
(800) 305 – 0217

naw@norway.com

Assistant Layout Editor
Harry Svenkerud

naw@norway.com

Advertising
Erik Krippaehne

Email: erik@norway.com

Contributing Editors
Melinda Bargreen		
Everett, Wash.
Carla Danziger		
McLean, Va.
Sölvi Dolland		
Fraser, Mich.
Erling Dugan
Ventura, Calif.
Gary G. Erickson		
Sunburg, Minn.
Rasmus Falck		Oslo, Norway
Marit Fosse		Geneva, Switzerland
Judith Gabriel Vinje		
Burbank, Calif.
Shelby Gilje
Seattle, Wash.
Line Grundstad Hanke
Seattle, Wash.
Heidi Håvan Grosch		
Sparbu, Norway
Victoria Hofmo		
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Leslee Lane Hoyum		
Rockford, Minn.
Else Hvistendahl		
New York, N.Y.
Inger-Torill Kirkeby		
Miami, Fla.
Scott Larsen
New Westminster, B.C.
Thor A. Larsen		
Fishkill, N.Y.
Jerry Larson		
Zimmerman, Minn.
Solveig M. Lee		
Seattle, Wash.
Richard Londgren
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Donald V. Mehus		
New York, N.Y.
Berit T. Mesarick		
Williamsburg, Va.
David Moe		
Sun City, Calif.
Ken Nordan		
Batavia, Ill.
Bill Osmundsen		
New York, N.Y.
Sada Reed
Woodbury, Minn.
John Erik Stacy		
Seattle, Wash.
Rolf Kristian Stang		
New York, N.Y.
Kjell Olav Strømsli		
Trondheim, Norway
Grand Forks, N.D.
Larrie Wanberg		
CORRECTIONS: Norwegian American Weekly
strives to make its news report fair and accurate. If you
have a question or comment about news coverage
call (206) 784-4617. • Norwegian American Weekly
reserves the right to edit any and all submissions for
style, grammar, accuracy and/or space, and the right
not to print submissions deemed libelous, in poor
taste, or not suited for publication in this newspaper.
• The opinions expressed by opinion writers and
letter writers are not necessarily those of Norwegian
American Weekly, and our publication of those
views is not an endorsement of them. Comments,
suggestions and complaints about the opinions
expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed
to the publisher. • Norwegian American Weekly is
published weekly except the first week of the calendar
year, the last two weeks of July, and the first two weeks
of August by Norwegian American Weekly, INC. •
Please send address changes to 7301 Fifth Ave.
NE Suite A Seattle, WA 98115 • Annual Subscription
Cost: US$59 Domestic, US$79 to Canada,
US$179 to Norway and all other foreign countries.

SINCE MAY 17, 1889:
Formerly Norway Times
Western Viking & Washington Posten
Comprising Nordisk Tidende, DecorahPosten og Ved Arnen, Minneapolis-Tidende,
Minnesota Posten, Norrona and Skandinaven
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY, INC.

James Belgum
Raymond Christianson
John Insefjord
Mariam Andersen Shumpert

Glencoe MN
Sidney MT
Madison WI
Jacksonville FL

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.
com. Birthdays must be submitted at least one
month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us!

8 • November 16, 2012

Christmas Gift Guide

norwegian american weekly

Christmas

Gift Guide 2012
Need some inspiration for your Christmas shopping this year?
Here are some of our favorite Scandinavian finds for every budget
and person on your list!

Sagaform’s 2012 Christmas collection
For the Norwegian hostess
Celebrate friendship and a cozy Norwegian tradition with these unique Christmas items
by Sagaform. This winter Sagaform offers two different twists on a gløgg set: the glass set
has a more contemporary look, while the stoneware plays with a more traditional motif.
Each includes bowls for the traditional almonds and raisins, cups for four, and a unique
warmer for the pitcher (just place a regular tea-light underneath!) Either one, without a
doubt, is a set to give and receive. Select items available at Scandinavian specialty stores;
call Scandinavian Specialties: 1 (877) 784-7020 or Ingebretsen’s: (800) 279-9333.

Price: $6 – $42 for individual items

Tiny Toms in Silver Holiday
For the stylish tot
These adorable pint-sized version of the popular TOMS shoe draw inspiration from the Norwegian knitting pattern Selburosen for the season.
Visit www.toms.com to order. Select pairs also
available at Nordstrom.

Also

d!
in re

Price: $29
What was the best Christmas gift you
ever received?
We asked some of our friends in the Norwegian-American community to
respond to this question in honor of our Christmas Gift Guide issue, and
we received a wealth of fun answers. Look out for these boxes to see what
people had to say!
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Kong Haakon chocolates
For the chocolate lover

A tradition since 1905, Kong Haakon boxed chocolates were at one time
an exclusive commodity because of rationing during World War II and high
taxes on chocolate. Be the favorite guest at this year’s holiday party when you
bring along a box of Kong Haakon. Available at Marina Market (www.marinamarket.com or 888-728-0837) and other Scandinavian retailers.

Price: $54.99
I was born on a small farm in northern Wisconsin. Our family didn’t have
electricity or many of the other amenities of modern life, but like children everywhere, we eagerly looked forward to Christmas. When I was six, I woke
up early and looked under our tree. There in a Christmas basket was a warm,
cuddly, squirmy puppy which I later learned had been given to us by a neighboring farmer. For weeks, I agonized over what to call him, but in the end he
became known simply as Pet. As he grew, Pet and I became fast friends. We
tromped the woods together, went fishing together, and he kept me company
as I dreamed about the future. Farm dogs were allowed to roam free at night
in those days, and in the mornings, I would often nurse his wounds from
encounters with various nocturnal animals. Pound for pound, there was no
tougher dog than a Rat Terrier. I was away at college when I learned that Pet
had to be put down because of advancing age. I cried that day.

“Lefse Queen” bling shirt
For the lefse maker
Celebrate the lefse queen in your family! This sparkly t-shirt, decorated
with colorful rhinestones, is perfect for bringing out the diva in any lefse
chef. This t-shirt can be ordered exclusively from Lefse Time. Order at www.
lefsetime.com.

Robert Wangard
Author of the Pete Thorsen Mysteries
Hinsdale, Illinois

Price: $29.99

AIR – SEA – LAND SPECIALISTS
It’s not too early to book for Christmas – SAS special air fares

Contact us for all your travel needs, domestic and worldwide
7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Fax: (718) 238-3604 • gerd@kontiki-travel.com

Sons of Norway Washington Lodge presents its

42nd Annual Norwegian Holiday
Festival & Bazaar!
Fairfax Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd, Merrifield, VA

I was Au Pair in California when I was 20. I had a great time and the
family I stayed with was wonderful. I was a bit homesick, so when Christmas
came and my sister came for a visit from Norway I think she must have been
the best Chrismas present ever!

Lise Viken

Owner, Nordic Galleri
Fergus Falls, Minn.

Friday, Nov. 30 • 11 am – 7 pm
and Saturday, Dec. 1 • 9am – 3 pm
•
•
•
•

Live entertainment
Home-baked Norwegian
pastries, breads
Krumkaker, lefse &
waffles
Norwegian sweaters,

•
•

shirts, linens, jewelry, CDs
and children’s books (in
English) and more
Norwegian food products
Traditional rosemaling by
Christina Keune

Questions? (703) 408-3388 • www.norwaydc.org

Free
AdmissioN

!
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Behind the Blackout
Curtains

By Ellen Dahlberg Zahl

Life of a young
girl and her family
in Nazi-occupied
Norway during
World War II.

Looking for a different
kind of Christmas
present to give?
Give the gift
of GREAT design.
1- or 2-hour interior design consulation

norwegian american weekly

Recommended reads
Great books to give and receive this year
Jess Larsen

Norwegian American Weekly

Only $15
plus $5 shipping

Line Grundstad Hanke
“An enjoyable and educational read...
I felt transported to war-time Oslo and imagined
myself the age of Inger. It’s a terrific book for
young people because it tells history in such an
interesting way...” – Norwegian-American reader
Send check or money order:
Ellen Dahlberg Zahl
P.O. Box 96, Saint Helens, OR 97051

Questions? Call (503) 366-9493

InterIor DesIGn
seattle, Washington
Phone: (206) 619-1328
email: linegh@aol.com
Visit us online:
linegrundstadhankeinteriordesign.blogspot.com

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Waiting too long for your issue?
Try our digital edition – delivered to
your inbox every Friday morning!

Email kelsey@norway.com to activate your
digital subscription today!
Fine print: All print subscribers have access to
our digital edition until June 1, 2013. You can also
change to digital-only if you prefer.
To set up your account, email kelsey@norway.
com with your account information.

E 801 Lauritzen Lane, Waupaca, WI 54981
(715) 256-9930 • info@thetrollscove.com

God JuL oG Godt Nyttår!
Find all your Christmas presents here!

Laila perfume — Norwegian sweaters — Suzanne Toftey tiles
Trolls & Gnomes — and much, much more!

Visit us online at www.thetrollscove.com

Looking for the perfect gift for the reader in your family? Look no further. These
great reads offer something for everyone,
and are written by subscribers to the Norwegian American Weekly!
“Birkebeiner” by Jeff Foltz
The American Birkebeiner, with its
8,000 participants, is the largest Nordic ski
marathon in North America. Jeff Foltz has
completed the 52 kilometer (32 miles) race
five times. It was there that he first saw a portrait of two medieval soldiers, heavily armed,
on skis, and carrying a curly haired infant.
He made the reasonable assumption that the
men were not baby sitters, but what were
they? Never one to miss the opportunity to
cross country ski, Foltz made his visit in the
winter and skied terrain similar to that which
his characters traversed over 800 years ago.
The result is this novel, Birkebeiner. (Price:
$17.95, ISBN 978-1936447930)
“Malice” by Robert Wangard
From the pen of Robert Wangard, author
of Target, comes the second book in the series
entitled Malice. When the town’s prominent
real estate broker is murdered Pete Thorsen
is enlisted to sort out the victim’s financial
affairs. It is not as clean cut as it looks, before Thorsen knows it he is in over his head
dealing with dirty money and deceit. A great
gift for a lover of crime and suspense! (Price:
$16.95, ISBN: 978-145070624).
“Axe of Iron” series by J.A. Hunsinger
What happened to the Vikings in Greenland? After decades of research, author J.A.
Hunsinger’s knowledge of Norse and Native
customs turns history into adventure in this
sweeping saga of adventurers who toil tirelessly, love lustily, and fight fiercely to conquer a raw and brutal land. “The Settlers”
(Price: $17.95, ISBN: 987-0-9801601-0-9)
and “Confrontation” (Price: $16.95, ISBN:
978-0-9801601-5-4).
“Four Thousand Hooks” by Dean Adams
With adventure and heart all wrapped
into one, Four Thousand Hooks tells the
coming of age story of Dean Adams a Seattle, Wash. native, who at the age of 16
walked aboard his uncle’s fishing schooner
and became a greenhorn deckhand. Based
on his first seven-week fishing season Four
Thousand Hooks is a must read for Norwegian-Americans and adventure seekers alike.
(Price: $26.95 ISBN 978-0-2959-9197-9)
“Behind the Blackout Curtains” by Ellen
Zahl
Inger Berg is 11 years old when German
military troops invade and occupy Norway
during World War II, which creates immediate and significant changes in everyday life
for her and her family. A spectacular debut
novel set in Nazi-occupied Norway, “Behind the Blackout Curtains” is based on the
author’s own memories and historical verities of the occupation of Norway from 19401945. A great read for anyone interested in

historical fiction (Price: $15.00 + shipping,
ISBN: 1604612274).
“We Are Going to Pick Potatoes” by Irene
Levin Berman
Irene Levin Berman was born, raised,
and educated in Norway. Her first conscious
recollection of life goes back to 1942, when
as a young child she escaped to Sweden, a
neutral country during World War II, to avoid
annihilation. Germany had invaded Norway
and the persecution of two thousand Norwegian Jews had begun. This is not a narrative
of the Holocaust alone, but the remembrance
of growing up Jewish in Norway during and
after WWII. In addition to the richness of
both her Norwegian and Jewish cultures, she
ultimately acquired yet another identity as an
American (Price: $28.00, ISBN 978-0-76175011-3)
“Magnus the Troll” by Gwen Welk Workman
Two books in a series of five, written
by Gwen Welk Workman and illustrated
by Robert Arista. Using her grandsons and
her childhood, Gwen has created stories of
a lonely old troll and five active boys. Each
book teaches a lesson of life. Her story is told
not only in words but by the beautiful illustrations of Robert Arista. They are working
on book three which they hope to have published next year. Perfect for that little Norskie in your family! “Magnus Meets Peder’s
Cousins” (Price $9.95, available through The
Wooden Spoon).
“Oleanna: A Novel of Norway in 1905” by
Julie K. Rose
Inspired by the lives of her great-greataunts, Julie K. Rose tells the story of Oleanna and her sister Elisabeth. These two young
women are the last of their family working
on the family farm in the western fjordland.
Oleanna is once again confronted with loss
and as times change and a new neighbor arrives she is forced to reconcile her past and
face the future. For a lover of historical fiction, this book is a must! (Price: $20.00,
ISBN 978-1-1053-6141-8)
“Following the Waters” by Astrid Tollefsen
Following the Waters tells stories of
families from the final wave of Norwegian
emigration who settled in New Bedford,
Mass. The book documents the improvements these Norwegians made in the fishing
industry and the dangers they encountered
along the way. Specially priced for Christmas giving! Following the Waters, signed by
author with bonus travel gift and free S/H
(Price: $39.00. Email Astrid at tolle2005@
yahoo.com or call at (508) 362-4272. Write/
order: A Tollefsen, 65 Kettle Hole Rd, West
Barnstable, MA 02668. PayPal.com. payment or checks / money orders accepted.
Also available at Amazon.com at premium
price. 513 pages, over 300 pictures and illustrations).
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Waffle-shaped trivets
For the Norwegian baking enthusiast
Everyone enjoys a delicious Norwegian
waffle; now true Norwegian baking enthusiasts
can enjoy them in a variety of bright colors, no
matter what hot food is being served! Exclusively
imported by Nordic Galleri in Fergus Falls, Minn.
Order at www.nordicgalleri.com.

Price: $25.50

In 1948 when I was 9 years old, I received a gift from my “rich uncle” that I
will never forget. It was a few years after the end of World War II and many
things were still in short supply, including toys. My uncle owned a variety
store in Langdon, North Dakota and each Christmas sent our family a large
box of gifts. When my gift appeared under the tree, it was very heavy. It
turned out to be an “Erector Set.” These were very expensive toys, and I
was amazed that I now owned one myself. I played with that “Erector Set”
for the next 5 or 6 years on a regular basis. It was a gift that kept on giving
well into my teenage years.

Knitting and Crocheting patterns
for your 18” Doll like the American Girl (TM)
For Christmas this year, beautiful knitting from
LiseK and unique Wik and Walsøe porcelain
Call (619) 540-9796
or visit us online:
knittingfordolls.com

Pastor Jerry Larson
Contributing Editor for Pastor Larson’s Corner
Zimmerman, Minn.

Shop online – we ship all over the U.S.!

Or visit us in Fergus Falls, Minn.

www.nordicgalleri.com
(218) 739-9665

12 • November 16, 2012

Christmas Gift Guide

Oleana of Norway blanket / throw
For the entire family
Oleana of Norway is known for their exquisite craftsmanship in their
textiles and commitment to ethical, responsible production. Fall in love
with their beautifully knit blankets or throws, which keep away the cold
with vibrant colors and top-quality alpaca wool. A number of colors and
patterns are available. Call Chalet in the Woods at (253) 851-8678 for information.

Price: $175 – $195

norwegian american weekly
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Tommy Hilfiger Trapper
Hat
For the stylish guy
Tommy Hilfiger describes the Trapper
hat as “part Mountaineer, part Nordic daredevil.” Help the skier in your family stand
out on the slopes – Norwegian style! To order, visit usa.tommy.com.

Price: $88

Gård Vintners wine
For your holiday table
Wine Spectator gave Gård’s 2010 Riesling Ice Wine an exceptional 95-point score.
Gård, meaning “farm” in Norwegian, is a tribute to the Lawrence family’s Scandinavian
heritage and farming tradition in Royal City, Wash. To order, visit www.gardvintners.com,
or call (509) 346-2585.

Price: $34

When I was eight years old, my grandparents treated our family to a trip to
Hawaii for Christmas. Being a Minnesota child, I had no concept of how wonderful tropical weather in December could be! I still cherish the wonderful memories
of spending time with my grandparents, parents, aunt and uncle, two-year-old
cousin – who cracked us all up by constantly trying to eat the sand (and sometimes succeeding) – sister, and brand-new baby brother who had just been born in
October. What an amazing winter that was!

Kelsey Larson
Managing Editor
Norwegian American Weekly
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Norwegian bunad for doll
For the doll-loving granddaughter
This doll-sized bunad is Norway’s national costume. Based on the traditional
Hardanger pattern, it includes the black skirt, white blouse, red vest and Hardangerinspired apron. Available at www.scan-dolls.com.

Price: $35

Watercolors from Norway
Do you have a photo you
would like turned into a
beautiful watercolor?
Call (828) 656-2507 or
email jansean7@aol.com.

w w w. J a ni c e S e a n Wat e r c olor s . c o m

Christmas is traditions, food, music, and gifts
We have it all at Ingebretsen’s

Men’s Lillehammer pullover sweater
For the true Norwegian man
The handsome Lillehammer Pullover
has a classic shawl collar and toggle closure.
Based on a rich knitting heritage, Norlender
produces quality woolens of exceptional design that appeal to all generations. Made in
Norway. Visit www.ingebretsens.com to order.

www.ingebretsens.com

Price: $35

Family owned since 1921

INGEBRETSEN’S
Scandinavian Gifts and Foods
Minneapolis, MN
800•279•9333

The Vikings of
Greenland.
What happened
to them?
Find out in the series by
award-winning author
J.A. Hunsinger

Axe of Iron Series
The first two books in a historical fiction saga

The Settlers

A tale of survival, strife, love, and the
quest for a new home in the face of
hostile opposition

Confrontation

The epic saga continues as the
Vikings settlers are confronted by the
indigenous peoples in the new land

Holiday Sale!
2 print books for $15
Sale ends January 1, 2013

Purchase from Vinland Publishing or Atlasbooks.com

Vinland Publishing

On the web:

www.vinlandpublishing.com

Phone: (800) 247-6553 • Print and eBook editions available

It was a toy carillon. I believe I was six
or seven and truly wished to be a musical prodigy. My grand uncle played
the bells at the Minneapolis City Hall,
my grandmother played piano and organ, grandpa played French horn, and
my whole family, including my father,
mother, aunts and uncles and cousins,
sang like angels or played some type
of musical instrument. Unfortunately,
I couldn’t even master the toy carillon.
Although the dream did not become a
reality, I loved those bells.

Leslee Lane
Hoyum
Contributing Editor
Rockford, Minn.
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The Viking Game Hnefatafl
For the whole family

Viking World Tour mug

This board game, which was popular in Viking times, was recreated for the 21st century,
thanks to archeological research. It’s similar to chess in terms of strategy, and fun for the
whole family. Imported exclusively from Imported exclusively by NorseAmerica.com.

Price: $39.99

For the Viking lover
Have a Viking in your life? Give this “Viking World
Tour” mug for a very useful (not to mention amusing)
gift that lasts all year. Available at most Scandinavian
stores; check your local store!

Price: $8.99
My favorite Christmas gift was my first pair of cross-country racing skis
that my parents gave me. I grew up with skis and used to ski the four kilometers to school. The new skis made it possible to take part in the 30 km
county championships where I finished in fifth place.

Rasmus Falck
Contributing editor to the Norwegian American Weekly
Oslo, Norway

Cozy up

with the
Weekly!

$45 for new U.S. subscriptions

$65 for Canada and $165 for Int’l subscriptions

NAW.Ulvestad3VolSet.10May2012_Layout 1 5/10/12 11:53 PM Page 1

See page 3 for detaIlS
Norwegians in America,
their History and Record:

A translated version of the 1907 and 1913 Nordmændene i Amerika, deres Historie og Rekord

Written by Martin Ulvestad
Volume 1 — 480 pages, 7”x10” book:
• Pioneer sagas, maps & immigration
• USA (41 states, 500 counties) & Canada
• = $29.95 (years 1825-1907, available now)
Volume 2 — 640 pages, 7”x10” book:
• 25,000 pioneers by 1,700 locations in Norway
• Norwegians in American Wars incl. Civil War
• = $34.95 (years 1825-1907, available now)
Volume 3 — 704 pages, 7”x10” book:
• GENEALOGY—GENEALOGY—GENEALOGY
• Thousands biographical sketches, last name
• Where emigrated from, year, where to
• = $39.95 (1825-1913, shipping June 2012)
Call — send a check —or order
3 volume set from website
Astri My Astri Publishing
www.astrimyastri.com
Deb Nelson Gourley
Phone: 563-568-6229
602 3rd Ave SW, Waukon, IA 52172
gourleydeb@gmail.com

Access your digital edition
free for subscribers!
Email kelsey@norway.com to set
up your account

NorwegiaN PorsgruNd Christmas Plates

In boxes, 1968 – 1988
Price: $1000

Please call (941) 723-6120

FOR SALE
Norwegian TELE silver flatware set
12 knives, 12 forks, 12 spoons,
12 cake forks, 12 coffee spoons,
1 cake spade, 5 serving spoons,
gravy ladle, total 70 pieces.
Total price new: $8,500

For sale:$3,500

Contact: perskier@msn.com
or (425) 438-4382

2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

Featuring great Nordic products
Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
and more!

Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com
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Share the gift of experience
Not every gift needs to be wrapped – celebrate your heritage with these fun ideas
Kelsey Larson
Copy Editor

Looking for a unique gift this Christmas
season? Here is a list of multi-generational
gifts that honor Norwegian roots and give
lifelong memories.

community and acceptance. Send your kids
or grandkids and pass along the knowledge
of their heritage as well as the unsurpassable
gift of language learning.

The gift of education

Oslo International Summer School
Since 1947, over 25,000 international
students have studied at the Oslo International Summer School. This six-week program draws students from all over the world
to the University of Oslo campus to engage
in a number of exciting course offerings and
field trips. The Oslo International Summer
School admits students at the college level
and above, as well as continuing education
for adults. For more information, visit www.
uio.no/iss.

Skogfjorden – Concordia Language Villages
Sit around a bonfire and sing Norwegian
songs, eat pannekaker and gjetost, and learn
about Norwegian greats such as Henrik Ibsen, Roald Amundsen and others through fun
interactive activities. It is not rare to see kids
on skis in the middle of July or counselors
dressed as trolls and Vikings at Concordia
Language Village’s Norwegian language
camp, Skogfjorden. Skogfjorden offers one,
two or four-week sessions for kids ages 7 –
18. The goal is to teach kids language and
culture through immersion language learning, as well as to foster an atmosphere of

The gift of heritage
Genealogy research

Dregne’s
Scandinavian Gifts

God Jul to one and all!
Mange takk for keeping us on the corner for over 37 years
Extended holiday hours from Thanksgiving to Christmas
Monday – Saturday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. • Sunday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

100 S. Main Street, Westby, WI 54667
Phone: (608) 634-4414 • Toll-free: (877) 634-4414

Visit us online: www.dregnesscandinaviangifts.com

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

Since 2004, Susan Andersen has made
24 family trees. “I get absorbed the whole
time I’m doing a family tree,” she says.
“I’m really interested in it.” Andersen’s trees
aren’t simply a record of birth and death
dates, either. She includes towns where
people lived, even street addresses if she can
find them, and other relevant details. Though
Andersen specializes in families of Norwegian descent, in both the U.S. and Norway,
she has done research involving many different countries: Poland, Germany, Luxembourg, Austria, and England, to name a few.
Give the gift of heritage! To contact Andersen, call her at (847) 299-5396, or email her
at susanfindancestors@gmail.com.
Bygdelag Membership
What is a “Bygdelag?” Bygdelager are
organizations comprised of descendants
of emigrants from Norway to North America. Every “Lag” seeks to preserve and
strengthen bonds with its home district or
community-of-origin in Norway.
If family member or friend is curious about their heritage and would like to
find out more about where they are from in
Norway, a Bygdelag membership is a great
gift. The Bygdelags have incredible access
to Norwegian archives and family history
by county, and will also introduce you to
people who have roots in similar areas of
Norway. Go to www.fellesraad.com for
more information.
Family Cookbook
Have some favorite family recipes that
deserve to be passed down to future generations? Create a custom cookbook through
Heritage Cookbooks. You can create custom covers, add personal pages of family
history, photos in color or black and white,
and more. Visit www.heritagecookbook.
com for more information.

The gift of travel
Trip of a lifetime
Want to make unforgettable family
memories? Give the gift of a lifetime with
a tour of Norway. The Norwegian-American
tour company Brekke Tours offers trips from
June through August to many different regions of Norway, including Sognefjord, Hardanger, Telemark, as well as cities including
Bergen, Oslo, Stavanger, Voss, and scenic
Flåm. Heritage tours are also an option, as
Brekke Tours has extensive information on
all aspects of Norway and also makes extensive use of the Scandinavian languages.
Contact Brekke Tours at (800) 437-5302 or
www.brekketours.com.
If you want to personalize every aspect
of your trip, it’s smart to work with a travel
agency that specializes in travel to Scandinavia. Check out Borton Overseas (800-8430602 or www.bortonoverseas.com), KonTiki Travel (718-748-7400 or gerd@kontiki-travel.com), Verrazano Travel (718-9796641 or www.verrazanotravel.com). Plan
the perfect trip for you or someone you care
about, whether it is independent, escorted, or
a heritage tour to the original family farm.
The gift of more giving
Donate to those in need
Hurricane Sandy caused devasation on
the East Coast when it hit in late October.
The Norwegian-American community there
is very strong and was also affected by the
storm.
For Christmas this year, consider making a donation in somebody’s name to the
American Red Cross or to the Sons of
Norway Foundation’s Humanitarian Fund,
which is providing grants to members of the
fraternal organization who lost their homes
or possessions in the storm.
For more information, visit www.redcross.org/charitable-donations, or www.
sofn.com/donation.

Send check or credit card information plus your zipcode to:
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Giclée print by Norwegian artist
For the art collector
For a special gift, consider a piece of art by a Norwegian artist. With high-quality prints and originals, there is something
for everyone. Available at the Vesterheim Store or Norway
Art (www.norway-art.com).

My favorite Christmas gift was received from my Norwegian grandfather
when I was about eight years old. He surprised me with a new pair of skis
which were purchased from Sears under the “J.C. Higgins “ brand name,
and had leather straps for bindings. Although they were quite modest, I
was thrilled to receive them and we both immediately went to the Forest
Preserve to try them out. That was also the first and only time I saw my
bestefar ski and he was very skilled for a seventy year old man. Although
I soon upgraded to better equipment, I was never as excited as with that
very first pair of skis.

Paul Anderson
Honorary Consul General
Chicago, Ill.

Price: $52.95

Sound Spirits Aquavit

Greetings

For the Aquavit lover

from the Scandinavian
Cultural Center
at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Washington

Seattle’s first distillery since the Prohibition,
Sound Spirits developed its aquavit as a tribute to the very Scandinavian neighborhood
in which it found itself; Ballard. Sound Spirits doesn’t ship, so find a friend in Seattle to
bring you a bottle wherever you are!

Price: $40

Join us for these upcoming events!

Saturday, November 17
Nordic Sweaters & Treasures: Sales and Exchange
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Free Admission.

Thursday, November 29
Lecture, “Scandinavian Colonialism and Sámi Resilience
Dr. Troy Storfjell
7 p.m. Free Admission.

Saturday, December 1
I have received many wonderful Christmas presents in my life, but one
special gift from my childhood was the American girl doll Kirsten
Larson when I was seven. She was an expensive doll, but all our
extended family members chipped in so I could have her! We had a lot
of fun together over the years. Even though a few more American girl
dolls were added to my collection, Kirsten remains my favorite after
20 years. Every Christmas season, she is dressed up for Sankta Lucia
or in her Norwegian sweater.

Christy Olsen Field
Former Managing Editor
Norwegian American Weekly

Danish Sisterhood Holiday Bazaar
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Free Admission

Sunday, December 2
Sankta Lucia Fest
7 p.m. in Lagerquist Hall

Saturday, December 15
Nordic Christmas Fest and Buffet: 6:30 p.m.
Scandinavian Cultural Center
12180 Park Avenue South
Tacoma, WA 98447

Email: youngse@plu.edu
Website: www.plu.edu/scancenter
Phone: 253-535-7322
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Norwegian-themed pet
bowls
For the pet owner

Do you know a dedicated pet owner who also
appreciates his Norwegian heritage? This is
the gift for them! Appropriate for either a cat
or dog owner. Order on www.ingebretsens.
com.

Price: $19 – $26.50

Custom watercolors
For the traveler
Looking for a creative way to remember a special trip? Norwegian-American watercolor artist Janice Sean can turn your
favorite photo into a custom watercolor. The painting above
is entitled “Homestead in Grorud, Norway.” Purchase at Wild
Branch Art Gallery. Contact Janice at jansean7@aol.com or
call (828) 656-2507, or visit her website at http://www.janiceseanwatercolors.com.

Price: $40 and up
Each year while I was growing up, Grandpa Lauritz and Grandma Agny
would hang stockings on their mantle for my dad, mom, and me—their
only family in the United States. Mine always contained a bag of Twist
chocolates by Freia of Norway. Though the contents of the stockings were
secondary at the time to the skiis or dolls or whatever other presents my
grandparents had put under the tree, the gesture is still dear to me as I think
back on it. The tradition—so simple yet memorable and sweet—is one I
plan on keeping for my son as I strive to keep our Norwegian heritage
alive in our home.

A taste of Scandinavia
from Seattle’s first
distillery since
Prohibition

Stock up
for your
Julebord!

1630 15th Avenue West
Seattle, WA 98119
Phone: (206) 651-5166
www.drinksoundspirits.com
Open for tastings and tours

Daytona Strong
Contributing editor to the Norwegian American Weekly
Outside Oslo blog
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GlædeliG Jul oG Godt Nyttår!
Local:
(207) 874-6759

Since 2000

469 Stevens Avenue, Portland, Maine 04103
Herring, caviar, anchovy, fiskeboller, lutefisk, shrimp, salmon, makrill, korv, sausage, meatballs, mustard, Nøkkel, Bondost, Greve, Herrgård, ekte Geitost, Ski Queen, princess tortes,
limpa, cardamom braid, lefse, lingonberry, gooseberry, chocolates, licorice, pfeffernusse,
Smiling Hill ice cream and milk coffee, tea, cards, flags, ribbons and more!

nATion-wide ShiPPing!
Toll Free: (877) 874-6759

www.SimplyScandinavianFoods.com

The Little Viking
Sc a ndin avia n GiftS

a touch of Scandinavia in southern California
We have combined our two stores
and moved –
stop in to have a look and say hi!

Photo: Tine

These sweet wafer cones are a Scandinavian favorite!

28465 Old Town Front St. #104
Temecula, CA 92590

(951) 676-6800 | info@thelittleviking.com

Subscribe to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Call (800) 305-0217 or email us at naw@norway.com

These delicate cookie cones are a staple
at Scandinavian bakeries and bazaars. With
a hint of cardamom and baked to perfection,
krumkaker represent the best of Norwegian
cuisine: simple, pure ingredients that are allowed to shine.

You will need some specialty equipment
for these: A krumkake iron (available in castiron stove top and the convenient electric
versions), and a cone form, both of which
are readily available at most Scandinavian
shops. Enjoy!

Makes a perfect Christmas gift! Ask about our discounted rates

God Jul og Godt Nyttår!

Krumkaker
Adapted from Astrid Karlsen Scott’s “Ekte Norsk Jul Vol. 2”
1 cup white sugar
1/2 cup unsalted butter, melted
1/2 cup whipped cream

Find us online: www.marinamarket.com
Largest selection of specialty
Scandinavian foods in the Puget
Sound and on the Internet

3 eggs
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp ground cardamom

Find all of your
Scandinavian Christmas food
items in store and online!

In a small saucepan, melt the butter and remove from heat to let cool. In a medium bowl,
beat eggs and sugar until lemon-colored. Add the cooled butter, whipped cream and caradmom, and gently fold in the flour until combined completely. Set aside.
Preheat krumkake iron, ungreased, until a drop of water sizzles when sprinkled on the
surface. Butter the iron slighly for the first two cakes. Place a generous tablespoon of batter
on the iron, and close. Bake until golden brown, and remove with a fork. Immediately roll
into a cone shape with a krumkake cone form. Serve plain or filled with whipped cream.
“Ekte Norsk Jul: Traditional Norwegian Christmas Foods” by Astrid Karlsen Scott is part of a fourpart Christmas series on how to prepare for a traditional Norwegian Christmas. To order, call (800)
618-0013 or visit www.nordicadventures.com.

MarIna Market

We stock all your favorite treats and
hard-to-find items from Scandinavia!

18882 Front Street
Poulsbo, Wa 98370
Phone: (888) 728-0837
Fax: (360) 779-4315
email: info@marinamarket.com
On the web: www.marinamarket.com
Blog: http://gotlicorice.blogspot.com
twitter: twitter.com/LicoriceShrine
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Calendar of Events
What’s going on in your neighborhood?

California

Ohio

Sons of Norway Norge Lodge is having
their traditional Lutefisk dinner / “The
Vikings” movie featurette. Social hours
starts at 3 p.m. Tickets: SON members:
$20, non members $25, teenagers $10
and kids free. Faith Lutheran Church in
Vista. For info: Brenda Miller 760-7588642, or 760-716-5351. Email at brenmill@dslextreme.com.

The local Norwegian ethnic group, Ohio
Norsemen, will be celebrating Christmas at their annual JULEFEST dinner.
Time—4:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Community Room at Don Umerley Civic Center,
21012 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River, OH
44116. Cost—members=$19; non-members=$22; children 5-10=$10; children 4
and younger free.
Reservations are required by Tuesday,
November 27 checks to Ohio Norsemen,
Inc. Send to Ohio Norsemen 1199 Lakeland Ave., Lakewood, Oh 44107-2424
OPEN TO ALL Contact person—Birgit
at 440-356-6533. Sales, table, raffle, dinner, carol singing, visit by Julenisse for
young children, Scandinavian appetizers and desserts and more. Roast pork,
chicken, potatoes, vegetables, salad, rolls
& butter, beverages.

Traditional Lutefisk dinner
November 17
Vista, Calif.

Florida

Tampa Bay Old Fashioned Julefest
November 30
Tampa, Fla.

Tampa Bay Lodge is having a julefest
with scandinavian dishes catered by
IKEA. There will be skits, singing, raffle, and other fun surprises! Adults $20,
children (12 & under) $1. Make reservations by November 15th. For more information email skrangla@aol.com or call
(352) 666-5651.

Maine

Julefest
December 1
Brunswick, Maine

Maine Nordmenn #3-664 will hold their
annual Julefest on Saturday, December 1, from noon until 4:00 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2 Columbus
Drive, Brunswick, ME. Come and enjoy a Norwegian smørgåsbord, desserts,
Scandinavian music, dancing and singing around the tree, St. Lucia procession,
visit from the Julenisse for the kids, and
a silent auction. Admission is $10 for
adults; 15 and under free. For directions,
Google “Knights of Columbus, Brunswick, ME.” For more information, contact Gedske Szepsy at gszepsy@yahoo.
com or 207-215-6186. All are welcome.

Minnesota

Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner
December 1
Spicer, Minn.

Join us at the Green Lake Bible Camp 4
– 6:30 p.m. Meal includes lutefisk, meatballs, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, glorified rice, rømmegrøt, lefse, flatbread,
rosettes, milk and coffee. Adults $13.00,
children ages 5 – 12 $6.00. For more information, contact serickson@gllm.org.

New York

Eger Holiday Fair
December 8
Staten Island, N.Y.
Eger Holiday Fair will be held at Eger
Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center, 140
Meisner Ave. Staten Island N.Y. 10308,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. We will have homemade waffles, open faced sandwiches,
Scandinavian Deli, Norwegian cheeses,
bake shop, and Santa. Plus 20 vendors,
Norwegian jewelry and handmade holiday
gifts, raffles, music, and more. Take time to
do your Christmas shopping at Eger.

Julefest
December 1
Rocky River, Ohio

Virginia / D.C. Metro Area
Norwegian Holiday Festival/Bazaar
November 30 – December 1
Fairfax, Virginia

Join us for the Sons of Norway 42nd
Norwegian Holiday Festival/Bazaar featuring live musical and dance entertainment, fresh krumkaker, lefse & waffles.
Home baked pastries and breads. Purchase Norwegian sweaters, T-shirts,
rosemaling, jewelry, linens, CDs, books
(in English), Norwegian food products
& more! Held at the Fairfax Elks Lodge,
8421 Arlington Blvd, Merrifield, Va. On
Friday, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m., and Saturday,
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Free admission. For information call (703) 861-4071 or www.
norwaydc.org.

Washington

Annual Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner
December 1
Bothell, Wash.

2012 Annual Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner served family style will consist of
lutefisk, meatballs, boiled potatoes, coleslaw, lefse and ice cream for dessert, plus
your choice of coffee, tea or milk. No
reservations required and free parking.
The price for the dinner is Adults $20.00,
Children $5.00 and under 5 years free.
For more information email jscs10@
live.com.
Poulsbo Julefest
December 1
Poulsbo, Wash.

The Scandinavian Bazaar in the Sons
of Norway is from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm.
There will be arts, crafts, pea soup, rommegrot, lefse, and much more for sale.
Julefest on the waterfront starts at 4:00
pm. A special guest direct from the North
Pole will come to close the night. Hot
chocolate and hot apple cider will be for
sale throughout the evening. For info
email info@poulsbosonsofnorway.com.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norway.com online calendar and the Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.
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“The process toward a
more democratic society, a
more open society, is certainly
a welcome development, but
it’s not going to happen overnight.”
–

Online: blog.norway.com/category/norway-in-the-us
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A Norwegian Christmas at Vesterheim
Make Vesterheim Museum’s Norwegian
Christmas a part of your tradition
Special Release

Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum

Experience the living traditions of a
Norwegian Christmas at Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum on December 1 and
2, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day. An
event that appeals to all ages, Vesterheim’s
Norwegian Christmas Weekend brings the
museum to life with folk-art demonstrations,
live music, decorations, hands-on crafts,
Scandinavian food, and many holiday traditions, both old and new.
“Make our tradition part of your tradition,” Martha Griesheimer, who coordinates
the event, said. “Some people come to enjoy
familiar holiday customs and others come
because it’s completely new and different for
them,” she added, “Bring the whole family,”
she encouraged, “we’re offering a special
family admission price.”
Check vesterheim.org for an updated
schedule of the weekend’s activities. Sponsored by Jon and Mary Hart, Larry and Diane Grimstad, Rockwell Collins, Farmers &
Merchants Savings Bank, and Sons of Norway Valdres Lodge. Highlights of the weekend include:
Traditions
• Juletrefest, when young and old join
hands and sing Christmas songs while they
circle around the tree and hear about Christmas in Norway.
• Julenisse, the Christmas elf, who might
bring treats to visitors.
• Julebukker, costumed folk who roam
the museum complex during the weekend
scaring away evil spirits.
Art

• Hands-on ornament making for children includes Sami braided yarn decorations, woven paper heart baskets, yarn nisse
ornaments, and a variety of fun paper ornaments from Norway and pioneer times.
“Bring home seven different homemade
ornaments for your tree this year,” suggests
Griesheimer.
• Artists demonstrate figure carving and
other forms of woodworking, rosemaling,
embroidery, beading, straw-ornament making, spinning, and weaving.
• Special exhibitions—“A Sense of
Place: A Carl Homstad Retrospective,”
“Childhood,” and “The Sami Reindeer Peo-

ple of Alaska.”
Music
• Several Decorah-area musicians and
vocal groups will help create a festive atmosphere, including the Luren Singing Society, Decorah Chorale, the Decorah High
School Madrigal Singers, Northern Lights,
and more.
Food
• Vesterheim’s Kaffistova (coffee shop)
will offer an á la carte menu of traditional
tastes such as lefse, ertersuppe, smørbrød,
tyttebær saft, and a variety of desserts, including rømmegrøt, søtsuppe, julekake,
krumkake, rosettes, and sandbakkels. Serving 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days at Vesterheim’s Bethania Church at 113 N. Mill St.
Book Signings
• Kathleen Ernst, Middletown, Wisconsin, author of the Chloe Ellefson mystery series and a book in the American Girls
Mystery series, “The Runaway Friends—A
Kirsten Mystery.”
• Howard Sherpe, Westby, Wisconsin,
author of the weekly newspaper column
“Across the Fence.”
• Dag Rossman, Decorah, Iowa, Viking
storyteller and author of six Norse mythic
books.
• Deb Nelson Gourley, Waukon, Iowa,
with “Tuss og Troll,” a compilation of classic Norwegian cartoons based on folk tales.
Gifts
• Many of the artists demonstrating
throughout the museum complex offer their
work for sale during the weekend.
• Vesterheim’s Museum Store is open
during the weekend for all of your Scandinavian shopping.
Vesterheim is a national treasure that explores the diversity of American immigration
through the lens of Norwegian-American experience, showcases the best in historic and
contemporary Norwegian folk and fine arts,
and preserves living traditions through classes in Norwegian culture and folk art. For
more information check Vesterheim online
at vesterheim.org.

Christmas GreetinGs!
Purchase your space in our annual Christmas Greetings Issue

Name:_____________________________________________________
Message:___________________________________________________
City, State:______________________ Phone:______________________
Merry Christmas!

Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
staten island, n.Y.

$15 for small ad

God Jul og
Godt Nyttår til
alle venner!
Ola og Berit Nordmann
Blue mounds, Wis.

$25 for large ad

Photos courtesy of Vesterheim Museum
Above: Decorations, music, and food give Vesterheim a festive atmosphere during Norwegian Christmas Weekend. Center: Julebukker, costumed folk who roam the museum complex scaring away evil spirits, have fun during
Vesterheim’s Norwegian Christmas Weekend.

< Brann

From page 1

ferent areas of Bergen’s soccer team Brann
(The Fire) visited the Seattle club. Assistant
Coach Kenneth Mikkelsen was the first to
visit, followed by Rolf Magne Walstad, the
athletic administrator.
Recently, the CEO Ronald Bruun-Hanssen along with his colleagues Dag Frode
Algerøy (Chairman of the private market),
Vibeke Johannesen (CEO of the business
market), and Gorm Natlandsmyr (media
manager) had a successful stay in Seattle.
“We were met with extreme kindness
there. They shared everything with us and we
got valuable insight into how people think
and work for success” says Bruun-Hanssen.
The trip was planned in detail by former
Brann leader Knut Kritiansen, who throughout his long friendship with Sounders coach
Sigi Schmid, was able to get the Bergen
Brann access to people and knowledge. The
stay was also funded by a major contribution
from NHO, who thought relationship-building between Brann and an American club
would be interesting.
“The way the Sounders worked to provide the public with good experiences on
game day was interesting. They create a total experience that excites many people. We

subsequently assessed whether any of this
was transferable to Brann’s Stadium,” said
Roald Brunn-Hanssen of the experience.
The Sounders have been in existence for
six years and already have 43,000 spectators
at matches. The job done to recruit devout
fans was exciting for the Brann delegation.
“In addition we met with a very professional administration. The club was marked
by a winning culture, and people who work
together, and their values influenced the way
they work. It was tremendously inspiring,”
said the Brann delegation.
The Brann is preparing a comprehensive report on the stay in Seattle. In working
towards the 2013 season, it is natural to see
if the trip to the United States may result in
specific action on game day in Bergen.
“As a club we need to turn over every
stone to ensure that the public wants to see
our matches. The sporting achievements will
always count the most, but the experience
we give the public on game day can make
it stronger.”
“The ideal is that people always come,
no matter the what our position in the standings, because they like to be there,” said
Brann’s CEO.

22 • November 16, 2012

Online: blog.norway.com/category/norwegian-americans

norwegian heritage

Norwegian Language Corner
NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES AND TROLLS

With 18 classic folk tales, fairy tales and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English,
“Tuss og Troll” is now serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner.
The stories are from the collections of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland, Johannes Farestveit and Nana Rise-Lynum. “Tuss og
Troll” was edited, designed and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri Publishing.

Skarvane frå Ut-rØst
Når dei siglde til Bergen med føring,
kunne Isak bli med og selja fisken sin,
han òg. Ja, det ville Isak gjerne, og så
spurde han kva kos han skulle halda når
han skulle til Ut-Røst att. — Beint etter
skarven når han flyg til havs, så held du
rett kos, sa kallen.
Så ynskte kallen han lukke på ferda,
og Isak steig ut i båten sin. Men då han
hadde lagt frå og ville sjå seg om, såg han
ikkje meir til Ut-Røst. Det var som landet
skulle vera nedsokke, og han såg ikkje
anna enn havet både vidt og breitt. Men
han kom vel heim med den nye båten.
Då tida kom at dei skulle setja ut jektene, møtte Isak fram. Men slik jekt som
på Ut- Røst hadde han aldri sett før. Ho
var så lang at når styrmannen stod og heldt utkik i framstamnen og skulle ropa til
rorskaren, kunne han ikkje høyra det. Dei
måtte ha ein mann midt på skipet til å ta
det opp att.
Den tørrfisken Isak åtte, la dei
framme i jekta. Sjølv tok han fisken av
hjellane, men han kunne ikkje skjøna korleis det gjekk til, for støtt kom det ny fisk
på hjellen i staden for den han tok bort, og
då han reiste, hang det like mykje fisk att
som då han kom.
Då han kom til Bergen, selde han
fisken sin, og han fekk så mange pengar
for han at han kjøpte seg ei ny jekt, for det
rådde kallen han til. Og seint om kvelden
før han skulle dra heim, kom kallen bort
til han og bad farvel og spådde han både
heppe og lukke med jekta.
Isak hadde støtt lukka med seg etter den tid. Han skjøna vel kvar det kom
ifrå, og han gløymde aldri å etla litt godt
til dei som heldt vintervakt når han sette
opp jekta si om hausten. Og kvar julekveld lyste det så det skein ut or jekta, dei
høyrdest feler og lått og leven, og det var
dans i kahytta.
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The cormorants from Ut-rØst
Island
When they sailed to Bergen with the
cargo, Isaac could come with them and sell
his fish as well. Aye, this Isaac would like to
do, and then he asked what course to set when
he was coming back to Ut-Røst. Follow the
cormorant as it flies out to sea and you will
set the right course, said the old man.
The old man wished him well on the
journey, and Isaac boarded his boat. But
when he had shoved off, he looked around
and could not see Ut-Røst anymore. It was as
if the land had sunk, and he did not see anything else but the sea on every side. But he
came home safely with the new boat.
When it was time to put the cargo boats
out to sea, Isaac arrived. But such a cargo
boat as there was on Ut-Røst — he had never
seen before. It was so long that when the officer stood on the prow on watch and called out
to the helmsman, he could not hear it. They
had to have a man in the middle of the ship to
pass the order on.
The dried fish that Isaac owned was put
in the prow of the boat. Isaac himself took
the fish off the drying racks, but he could not
understand what was happening, because as
soon as he had taken a fish off the rack, it
was replaced by a new one, and when he left,
there were hanging just as many fish there as
when he had first arrived.
When he arrived in Bergen, he sold his
fish, and he received so much money that he
bought himself a new cargo boat, which the
old man had advised him to do. Late in the
evening before he was about leave for home,
the old man came over to him to bid him farewell and prophesied that he would have both
prosperity and good luck with the boat.
Isaac continually had good luck with him
after this time. He knew well where it came
from, and he never forgot to give a little to
those who kept guard during winter when he
docked his boat in the fall. And every Christmas Eve, light shone from the cargo boat, and
there could be heard fiddles, and laughter and
noise, and there was dancing in the cabin.

Translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad Raneng

Preorder for Christmas 2012! Price: $29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com

Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

What do you give to the person who
has everything, besides a subscription to the
Norwegian American Weekly? I think there
are many of us who struggle with that very
question. One year my sister and I bought
identical boots then packaged them in the
wrong boxes. “Oh no! Thank you but these
are the wrong size!” we each said. It was fun
for us to “exchange” boots
with each other
and have them
fit perfectly.
My
family is also a fan
of
scavenger
hunts, wrapping
the first clue in
multiple boxes
stacked inside
each other and
placed
under
the tree. Once
opened, the receiver is sent
around the house until finally finding the
gift itself. One year I tried that here with my
Norwegian family (they had never done anything quite like THAT before) and it was an
international success. I have planted bulbs
for my husband that he discovered in spring,
have baked goodies for folks who have lots
of kids and little time and have found unexpected treasures at used stores that became
favorites of a new owner.
But I think the best thing of all that you
can give someone who has everything is
the gift of your time; an experience you can
share together or something that they can
consume, enjoy and not have to store.
Homemade things are always a joy, and
in Norway those things are often connected to nature whether in the form of a hand
knit or hand made something, home baked
goodie or a craft found outside. Since I am

a fan of parents/grandparents and kids doing
things together, here are three ideas. Look
for more in the Advent Barneblad coming
out in a few weeks. Happy Holidays!
Bird feeder (for kids to give): Using a milkcarton, cut a hole in the side (probably best
for an adult to do since a sharp craft knife
works best). Decorate with Crepe paper (or paint), fill
with birdseed and
hang outside.
Mantle piece (for
kids to give):
Find a piece of
wood to use as the
base. Use Styrofoam balls to make
snowmen, felt to
make hats, pinecones to create
an outdoor nature
scene, and cotton
balls to make snow. Kids will be creative
and most materials stick just fine with regular white glue (adults may need to help with
the hot glue needed for the heavier things to
stick). For the Norwegian touch, add a candle or two.
Puppets (for kids to give OR for parents/
grandparents to give):
I have given kids “puppet making kits”
with all the “ingredients” to make these
types of puppets, have made them myself
to give away, and have had kids make them
themselves. All you need is two pieces of felt
in the shape you desire (Christmas tree, gingerbread man etc…) either sewn or stapled
together, google eyes, glitter glue, and whatever decorations you have around the house.
Happy gift making.

Photos courtesy of Heidi Håvan Grosch
Inset: The mantlepiece snowman is a good way to get kids involved in Christmas decorating!
Above: Try making these felt puppets with the kids or grandkids for a fun, easy activity.

Scandinavian Specialties

Order your traditional meats & holiday items now!
Pinnekjøtt
Fenalår/Spekekjøtt
Svineribbe

Svinestek
Julshinke
Fishpudding &
Fishcakes

Lutefisk
Lefse
Variety of Sausages

Be sure to check out our wide variety of imported food items
as well as our great selection of items for Christmas decorations and celebrations!
Come visit us! Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.– 4 p.m.
6719 15th Ave NW • Seattle, WA 98117 • (206) 784-7020

Visit us online at www.scanspecialties.com

Choose
to Make a Difference
Thrivent
Choice®
Does
retirement
feel like awith
distant
dream?
“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever; his horn will be lifted high in honor.” Psalm 112:9 (NIV)
Thrivent Choice Dollars® grant funds are making an impact in the daily lives of families in the United States and all over the globe.
Thrivent Choice is proud to help strengthen communities and help members live generously.
Make a difference at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

The Lunches for Learning program, one of over 20,000 Choice Dollars® grant funds recipient organizations, provides Honduran
children with nourishing meals to keep them in school instead of dropping out to search for food.
Visit Thrivent.com/choicedollars for program eligibility information and complete Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent Choice® program.
27573NAW N8-12

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)

Not for Profit Retirement
& Assisted Living
Community serving
Seattle for over 50 years!
• Spectacular views of the
Olympic Mountains, Puget
Sound, and Ballard
• Monthly Rentals
• NO EXTRA FEES!

Quality •

Reputation •

location

5311 phinney avenue north • Seattle, Wa 98103
206-781-7400 • www.norsehome.org

