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Taste of Norway

Will Solskjær
stay in Molde or
leave?

Livet er en reise,
ikke et bestemmelsessted.
– Ukjent

Read more on page 15

Cozy up with creamy
smoked salmon
soup
Read more on page 8
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News

Norway’s population reached
5,003,000 on April 1, 2012,
and increased by 17,100 in the
first quarter. This is the greatest
population growth ever registered in any first quarter, Statistics Norway reports. Twenty
percent of this was due to the
birth surplus, and 80 percent to
the net immigration. Of immigrants having other citizenship
than Norwegian, 69 percent had
European citizenship.
(blog.norway.com/category/
news)

Culture

The Conservative Party (Høyre)
is supported by 32 percent of
the electorate, according to the
May poll by Sentio Research
Norge, up 7.1 points from the
previous poll. Prime Minister Jens Stoltenbergs Labour
Party (AP) drops 2.8 points,
to 30 percent. The right wing
Progress Party (FrP) drops 6.3
points to 13.2 percent. Political
analyst Bernt Aardal says AP
and Høyre are now in reality
equal in strength, and that Stoltenberg and Høyre leader Erna
Solberg will be the central
players in next year’s election
campaign. However, they both
need the support of smaller
parties, he says.
(blog.norway.com/category/
culture)
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Separating church and state
All parties in
Parliament are
behind a change
to the Constitution
Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

The process of changing Norway’s constitution (Grunnloven)
so that the State Church becomes
its own separate entity went into
effect on Monday, May 21. The
process has been ongoing since
2008, and now the Norwegian
government shall no longer have
a part in appointing the bishop for
the Norwegian Church.
The new law states that what
was previously the State Church,

See > church, page 6
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The Nidaros Cathedral in Trondheim is the world’s northernmost cathedral.

A modern gem Community leader
Scandinavian
The Nordic Galleri in Fergus Falls, Minn.,
emphasizes modern Norway and design community in

Seattle honors
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Managing Editor
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In early May, Olaf Kvamme
was recognized in Seattle, Wash.,
for his years of dedication and ser-

See > Kvamme, page 13
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Golden win for Lundanes
The Scandinavian shop Nordic Galleri boasts airy, open spaces for a clean Norwegian look.

Olav Lundanes
takes home two
gold medals

Kelsey Larson

Norway Post

Photo courtesy of Nordic Galleri

Copy Editor

“The first thing I wanted to
do was to make the store ‘mine.’
My sister came over and together
we painted the walls (eggshellwhite), in very typical Norwegian

style. And of course moved things
around, trying to make the store
look more like the clean Scandina-

On May 18, Norway's Olav
Lundanes won his second gold
medal in the The European Orienteering Championships 2012

See > Nordic, page 13

See > Gold, page 15
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Nyheter
Mann satt fast i fjell ved Flekkefjord

Et Sea King-helikopter måtte hente ned en
skadet mann fra Høgfjellet ved Glendrange i
Flekkefjord 20. mai. Ifølge operasjonsleder
Børge Steinsland i Agder politidistrikt var
det mannen selv som varslet om at han satt
fast klokken 21.56. – Han har noen skader
og terrenget er såpass ulendt at vi besluttet
at det ville være best å løfte ham ut med
helikopter, sier Steinsland til VG Nett. Han
kjenner foreløpig ikke til foranledningen til
ulykken. – Mannen er flyttet til en fjellhylle, slik at det blir lettere å hente ham med
helikopteret, sa Steinsland før mannen var
hentet ned. Mannen har ifølge operasjonslederen hatt smerter i ryggen, men er sendt
hjem etter en legeundersøkelse.
(VG)

NSB-passasjerer evakuert etter
motordrama

Toget var på vei inn til Asker stasjon på sin
vei mot Oslo da de flere titalls passasjerene
måtte evakueres. Årsaken var at det ble
varmeutvikling i motoren på togsettet, noe
som førte til røykutvikling i toget. – På bakerste sett av toget ble det røykutvikling og på
grunn av sikkerheten til våre passasjerer valgte vi å koble av fire av totalt åtte vogner. Vi
flyttet passasjerene over i det første settet og
i busser, sier pressevakt Håkon Myhre i NSB
til VG Nett. Togsettet skal være en 70-modell fra 90-tallet, opplyser NSB. Det frakoblede togsettet ble stående igjen og sperret en stund jernbanestrekningen, men ved
16.30-tiden var togsettet fjernet. – Trafikken
skal nå gå som normalt, men passasjerene
må medregne noen mindre forsinkelser.
Myhre sier han forstår at passasjerer kan ha
opplevd situasjonen som dramatisk.
(VG)

Kraftig nedgang i ungdoms hasjbruk

Forskning viser at ungdom både i Norge og
Europa ellers bruker mye mindre cannabis
enn ved årtusenskiftet, men forskerne aner
ikke hvorfor. Utviklingen kommer fram i en
brukerundersøkelse som SIRUS Senter for
rusforskning presenterte under en konferanse denne uka, skriver Forskning.no. – De
aller fleste undersøkelser på dette feltet viser
den samme profilen, altså en klar nedgang
etter en topp rundt år 2000, fortalte SIRUSforsker Astrid Skretting. Rundt 20 prosent
av de norske 15-20-åringene som ble spurt
i år 2000, hadde forsøkt cannabis i en eller
annen form, mens tallet så vidt lå over 10
prosent i 2008. Forskeren understreker imidlertid at tallene ikke umiddelbart skal godtas som sannhet. Bakgrunnen er blant annet
at svarprosenten på undersøkelsene, som er
foretatt per post blant ungdom mellom 15
og 30 år, har gått kraftig ned. Likevel mener
Skretting at det uten tvil er snakk om en
nedgang. – Det er etter hvert ganske mange
undersøkelser, nasjonale så vel som internasjonale, som peker i samme retning. Det
gjør at vi velger å tro at det er noe hold i
disse dataene, sier hun. Skretting har ingen
forklaring på nedgangen. – Men vi ser jo den
samme trenden for nesten alle rusmidler,
også for alkohol. Det er ikke slik at forbruket av noen av disse stoffene bare vokser
inn i himmelen. Så kanskje er ikke ungdommen nødvendigvis så ille som alle skal ha
det til, sier forskeren. Undersøkelsen er ikke
gjennomført siden 2008 – på grunn av den
lave svarprosenten – men SIRUS håper at et
samarbeid med Statistisk sentralbyrå skal få
opp svarprosenten når undersøkelsen i disse
dager sendes ut på nytt.
(NTB)
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Nyheter fra Norge

Bøndene inntar byen Mer fornøyd
For første gang siden
2008 begynner brukerne
av Nav å bli mer fornøyd
med etaten

I dag fyller 2200
bønder og 4050 traktorer Oslos
gater i protest mot
landbruksoppgjøret

VG

ken 15:30.
Leder Merete Furuberg i Norsk Bondeog Småbrukerlag hadde tidligere kritiserte
statsminister Jens Stoltenbergs prosentregning i bondeoppgjøret. Når etterslepet er så
stort til andre grupper blir det feil å snakke
om prosentvis lønnsvekst, sa hun.

Siden 2008 har brukerne gitt tilbakemelding på Navs tjenester. I år scorer etaten
bedre enn tidligere år i alle kategorier, skriver Dagsavisen. Avisen har regnet ut at «snittkarakteren» er forbedret fra 4,0 i 2009 til 4,2
i 2012 (på en skala fra 1 til 6).
Nå tror Nav-direktør Joakim Lystad at
det har løsnet for etaten etter mye negativ
omtale.
– Våre ansatte har stått på de siste seks
årene for at Norge skal lykkes med den store
arbeids- og velferdsreformen. Det begynner
vi nå å se tydeligere og tydeligere resultater
av, mener Lystad.
Brukerne blir spurt om å gi karakterer
til Nav i fem forskjellige kategorier, nemlig helhetlig service, tilliten til arbeidet, at
brukerne blir møtt med respekt, veiledning/
medvirkning og at brukerne får nødvendig
informasjon.
– Alle de fem kategoriene viser at brukerne er tydelig mer fornøyd enn i fjor, sier
Lystad. Han understreker at selv om de har
hatt en kraftig forbedring, er han ennå ikke
fornøyd med servicen som Nav kan tilby.

English Synopsis: Farmers and their supporters have
invaded the streets of Oslo with their tractors in order
to protest the governement’s latest land use policies.
“But we protest with a smile,” said one demonstrator.

English Synopsis: For the first time since 2008, users
of NAV are more satisfied with the service, reports a
new survey. This is good news for NAV after many
years of criticism has surrounded the welfare operation.

AfteNposteN
Det er ventet at rundt 2000 bønder og
sympatisører med opp mot 50 traktorer skal
innta hovedstaden mandag formiddag for
å vise misnøye med tilbudet i jordbruksforhandlingene.
– Men vi aksjonerer med et smil. Vi ønsker ikke å skape kaos i Oslo, understreker
2. nestleder, Brita Skallerud, i Norges bondelag.
Klokken 09:30 hadde flere bønder begynt å samle seg ved Landbrukets hus i Schweigaardsgate i Oslo.
– Vi er i Oslo for å avslutte aksjonen med
stil. Vi har hatt flere vellykkede markeringer
hjemme i Nordfjordeid, og nå startet vi ved
22-tiden søndag med buss, sier Knut Tore
Nes Hjelle fra Bondelaget i Eid til Aftenposten.no.
Det blir tog i gatene og politisk
markeringer med appeller og underholdning.
– Vi skal ha en verdig og god markering
med et tydelig budskap, understreker Bondelagsleder Nils T. Bjørke.
Opptoget mot Stortinget starter klokken
12.45 og går videre til Statsministerens kontor klokken 14.30. Toget oppløses først klok-

Foto: Aktiv i Oslo / Flickr

Kastet sko Vil diskutere korset
Hayder Mustafa Qasim (20)
er overveldet over den
store støtten han har fått
fra nordmenn, etter at han
kastet en sko på Anders
Behring Breivik i tingretten

Soknepresten Gisle
Meling i Svolvær mener
at korset i det norske
flagget bør revurderes

VG

NRK

– Når jeg har gått på gata så har tilfeldige personer kommet bort til meg og spurt
«var det du som kastet skoen?» Når jeg har
svart ja, har de tatt meg i hånden, gitt meg
klem og sagt «bra gjort», forteller 20-åringen
til VG.
Onsdag reiste han hjem til Irak. Han
kom til Norge for en drøy uke siden, for å
følge fremleggelsen av broren Karar (19) sitt
dødsfall. Lillebroren var asylsøker bosatt i
Vestby, og ble skutt og drept ved Stoltenberget på Utøya 22. juli.
Hayder snakker med VG rett etter at han
har sjekket ut av hotellet han har bodd på i
Oslo. – Det siste som skjedde før dere ringte
var at en av de ansatte på hotellet kom og
kondolerte for min brors død, og sa at jeg
hadde gjort det riktige da jeg kastet skoen.
Haydar Mustafa Qasim uttaler seg gjennom en norsk venn som fungerer som tolk.
– Jeg har vært sammen med ham siden
han kastet skoen fredag. Han har fått utrolig mye støtte, sier vennen Wisam Waliant
Elkarouni.
English Synopsis: The man who threw a shoe at Anders Behring Breivik in court last week has been overwhelmed with support from the Norwegian people.

21. mai endret Stortinget Grunnlovens
bestemmelser om statskirken. Vedtaket karakteriseres som en historisk endring for Den
norske kirke.
Nettopp var tema i talen som sognepresten i Svolvær holdt på selveste nasjonaldagen. Talen falt ikke i god jord, men soknepresten holder på sitt.
– Mange er uenige med meg. Men det er
en kjensgjerning at hele det kristne budskapet er integrert i det norske flagget. Flagget
som symbol bør jo stå for de verdiene som
Norge identifiserer seg med. Det har skjedd
mye i Norge siden 1821 da stortingsmann
Frederik Meltzer la fram sin tegning av det
norske flagget slik det brukes i dag. Vi kan
ikke lenger si at Norge er et kristent land, sier
sokneprest Gisle Meling til NRK.no.
Selv liker han det norske flagget godt
slik det er i dag. Men han innser at det har
både gode og dårlige sider.
– Vi må tørre å ta diskusjon om hva det
norske flagget er. Det er et kors, som lyser
mot oss. Folk tenker kanskje ikke over det,
de ser bare et flagg. For en muslim har flagget
både gode og dårlige assosiasjoner med seg.
Tenk på hvordan korsfarerne brukte korset.

Photo: NRK.no

Nå vi skal være en nasjon med et religiøst
mangfold så kan vi ikke la det samlende
symbolet være et kors, mener presten.
Meling skulle ønske at flere nordmenn
reflekterte over hvordan flagget ser ut.
Pressesjef Jens Brun-Pedersen i HumanEtisk Forbund sier Meling ikke kan forvente
seg støtte fra humanetikerne.
– Dette er det dummeste forslaget jeg
noen gang har hørt. Dersom soknepresten i
Svolvær ser et kors i det norske flagget må
det stå for hans egen regning. Flagget er rødt,
hvitt og blått, som står for idealene frihet,
likhet og brorskap fra den franske revolusjon. Fargene finnes også i det franske og det
amerikanske flagget, sier Brun-Pedersen.
English Synopsis: A pastor in Svolvær believes that
with the recent separation of church and state comes a
responsibility to discuss Norway’s cross-decorated flag.

Online: blog.norway.com/category/news
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News

Day by day Norway at NATO summit
Summary of each day’s Prime Minister Jens
court developments of Stoltenberg met with
NATO members in
July 22 trial
Chicago May 20 – 21

Aftenposten

See > summary, page 7

Speaking at the NATO Summit in Chicago, Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg said NATO still is the most successful alliance in history, but added that these
are challenging times for NATO.
“We are faced with serious financial
turmoil, uncertain geopolitical developments, and the challenge of finalizing a complex stability operation in Afghanistan. The
financial crisis is a sustained challenge for
all in the years ahead. We must not allow today’s economic crisis to become tomorrow’s
security crisis,” Stoltenberg said.
During the summit, it was announced
that the military alliance is not going to
withdraw completely from Afghanistan right

Photo: Office of the Prime Minister

Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg (center) greets
U.S. President Obama (right) and NATO President Anders Fogh Rasmussen.

away, and Norway will continue to offer its
assistance.
“We have adopted a new NATO-led
mission, which will focus on training and

See > nato, page 15

Sharing art, sharing traditions Planning ahead
Vesterheim announces summer exhibit of folk art Ministry of Finance

releases revised 2012
national budget

Staff Compilation

Norwegian American Weekly

7 – July 28 in the museum’s Main Building.
The exhibition is sponsored by the 2011 event

According to the Norwegian Ministry
of Finance, economic activity in Norway has
held up well in 2012, despite the global economic slowdown. The press release comes in
the wake of the revised National Budget for
2012.
“In the revision of the 2012 Budget, the
Government emphasizes the need for fiscal constraint to reduce the pressure on the
exchange rate and exposed mainland industries. Increasing interest rates with widening
spreads could lead to a stronger krone exchange rate. That would be most unfortunate
for industries exposed to international competition,” says Finance Minister Sigbjørn

See > folk art, page 12

See > budget, page 13

Photo courtesy of Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum

The annual “National Exhibition of Folk Art in the Norwegian Tradition” is the major summer show at
Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum and will be on view June 7 – July 28.

Vesterheim Museum

The annual “National Exhibition of Folk
Art in the Norwegian Tradition” is the major summer show at Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum and will be on view June

Celebrate Syttende Mai with us!
We celebrate Norwegian
Constitution Day all month long!
Honor your heritage – subscribe
or give a gift subscription today!

Just 40
$

for new U.S. subscription
Offer is only for new subscriptions through 5/31/12.
Not valid on renewals. Save $19 on int’l subs.

Dramatic increase in Norwegian foreign
aid

Norwegian economic aid to developing
countries has increased dramatically since
the beginning in 1962. A total of NOK 516
billion in financial aid has been granted
from 1962 and up to now, according to
the paper Bistandsaktuelt. This is equal to
half of an annual Norwegian state budget.
Professor Øyvind Østerud at the University
of Oslo says that this funding has also been
beneficial to Norway, inasmuch as it has
as it has strenghtened Norway’s political
role abroad, and acted as a door-opener for
Norwegian industry.
(NRK)

NRK

Tuesday, May 15 (Day 19)
The court heard testimony from three
teenagers who were severely injured in the
tent area and the café building on Utøya.
One of these teenagers, Marta-Johanne
Svendsen, 17, told of her flight from the tent
area. “Suddenly I felt an intense pain in the
arm, as if I had been beaten with a baseball
bat. I stopped completely. My friend pulled
me further into the forest. I took off my jacket and saw that there was a hole in my arm,”
Svendsen told the court.
The court also heard from an AUF member who survived by swimming from the
southern tip of the island, and a member of
the Norwegian People’s Aid (Norsk Folke-

This week on Norway.com

Norwegian Church sells Statoil shares
in protest

The Norwegian Church has decided to
sell its Statoil shares in protest against the
greenhouse gas emissions associated with
the company’s oil sand projects in Canada.
Minister of Petroleum and Energy, Ola
Borten Moe, is not impressed with the
church’s decision. He defends Statoil, and
emphasizes that the world needs more fossil
fuels in order to lift an increasing number
of people in developing countries out of
poverty. “Unfortunately it is way too often
we observe that the church gets involved in
controversial, political matters,” Per-Willy
Amundsen from the Progress Party (FrP)
tells NTB. He agrees with Borten Moe that
politics and religion should be kept separate.
Head of the Church Council Svein Arne
Lindø, however, disagrees. “That the church
takes action and leads the way in ethical
matters is nothing new,” he says. “Our
engagement is based on making the right
choices based on ethics that preserve both
the people and their environment.”
(Norway Post)

Witness: I will not testify in ‘twisted
killer’s show’

Norwegian author and historian Hanne
Nabintu Herland has refused a court
summons to testify in the trial of Anders
Behring Breivik, saying that she would
rather be imprisoned than “run the gauntlet.”
Hanne Nabintu Herland has stated that she
has refused a court summons to testify as
a witness in the terror case against Anders
Behring Breivik, accusing the killer’s
defense counsel of “calling in people with
so-called media appeal in an attempt to
generate sympathy.”
(The Local)
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Business

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
(May 21, 2012)

Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

Winners

5.9511
5.8158
7.1278
1.0204
0.7827

Name		

Eitzen Chemical
Goodtech 		
Bionor Pharma
DNO International
Petroleum Geo-Services

NOK

0.1
15.4
4.4
8.7
74.6

Losers
Change

16.7%
10.0%
9.1%
7.7%
6.1%

Name

NOK

Green Reefers
Repant 		
Navamedic 		

Change

0.1 -60.0%
1.7 -14.7%
10.8 -9.2%
Arendals Fossekompani
1590.0 -8.9%
American Shipping Co. 2.4
-7.8%
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Seed capital needed
New study by Menon Business Economics reveals
poor future outlook for business in Norway

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

seattle, washington

Norwegian Commercial Club

God sommer!
Have a great summer!
Please join us in the fall for
inspirational speakers and great food on
the second and fourth Thursdays
of the month
6 p.m. at Leif Erikson Lodge, located at 2245 NW 57th Street,
Seattle, WA 98107. To purchase tickets (dinner included) contact
Leif Erikson Lodge at 783-1274.
su pp or tin g lo c a l nor we g i a n b u s ine s s s in c e 19 3 2

LEW I S O . T I T L A ND
Cert i f i ed Pu b lic Ac c o u n t a n t
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Norwegianowned
since 1963

the
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AIR – SEA – LAND SPECIALISTS
Contact us for all your travel needs, domestic and worldwide
7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Fax: (718) 238-3604 • gerd@kontiki-travel.com

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2401 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service
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Minister of Trade and Industry Trond Giske recently introduced six new private seed funds.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

There is a shortage of seed capital in
Norway. The reason is partly an effect of the
business cycle, but also a lasting withdrawal
of seed capital following an economic downturn. According to a recent study by Menon
Business Economics the expectations relating to future early stage financing up to three
years from now are meager. The seed segment does not appear to recover, and there
is no reason to expect that other sources of
capital supply are able to fill this void.
In the segments for later stage venture
investments, access to capital is better, and
the Norwegian investment industry focusing
on this segment is also better developed. The
Norwegian venture capital industry focusing
on these later stages is relatively well developed and shows a clear pattern of recovery
after a severe slump during the financial crisis. However, according to Menon, it is not
similarly obvious that market imperfections
affect this part of the market sufficiently hard
to justify further government interventions.
The study shows that the Norwegian
market for early stage risk capital is strongly
affected by the economic down turn due to
the financial crisis. This is especially so for
the earliest stages, where the seed segment
shows no sign of improved access to capital.
At the same time the number of new investment cases is slightly reduced. However,
compared to the cut in capital supply, the
slowdown in demand is small. This is a clear
indication of stronger marked imperfection
driven by economic slowdown and flight
from risky asset classes. There is a strong
potential for correcting market imperfections by stimulating investment in this kind

of firms.
In the study Menon also asked leaders of
TTOs and incubators how they would change
their portfolio of investments if available
capital was doubled. Among those operating
in the earliest stages, respondents replied that
they would increase the number of portfolio
companies considerably. In the most mature
segments, there was a more mixed reply, and
several later stage venture investors claimed
that the amount of funds was large enough
to supply the market with sufficient amounts
of capital.
In addition to this question the respondents were asked whether they experienced
a shortage of capital in the market for capital
in the earliest stages. All respondents confirmed that there was a shortage. This leads to
the reports final conclusion that new government initiatives towards the earliest phases
of the early stage risk capital market in Norway is needed. This is especially relevant in
an economy that is hit by a global slowdown
that appears to last for some time.
Last week our Minister of Trade and Industry introduced six new private seed funds
with partly public funding and incentives for
the private investors. Six funds might make
them small and to many. The government
also introduced public support for business
angel’s networks. What was missing was
the introduction of tax incentives for investors in the early stage of innovative start ups
with international potential. The UK has 20
percent and the French 25 percent tax incentives, and the European Commission have
recommended all member states to follow
suite.

Business News & Notes
Telenor chairman quits over TV2 deal

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

Telenor chairman Harald Norvik quit on May
16 after the government withdrew support for
him over the sale of TV2, the country’s top
commercial channel. The resignation capped
months of controversy since a company jointly
owned by Telenor and labor unions sold its 50
percent stake in TV2 to Egmont for NOK 2.1
billion ($367 million).
(Reuters)

Statoil to drill with Rosneft on Russian shelf

Statoil will drill in Russian Arctic waters
thought to contain 2 billion metric tons (2.20
billion tons) of oil in partnership with Rosneft,
marking the third deal of its kind for the Russian state company. The agreement, signed on
Saturday, provided a showcase for presidentelect Vladimir Putin, serving out his final days
as prime minister.
(Reuters)

Online: blog.norway.com/category/research
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Complexities of sovereign debt
Interview with Pål
Børresen, Senior
Sovereign Debt
Expert in the Division
of Globalization
and Development
Strategies for UNCTAD
Marit Fosse

Geneva, Switzerland

In an office high up on the 10th floor of
the E-building at the United Nations Headquarters in Geneva, hidden far away out of
sight, you will find a group of four working
on guidelines for the contracting of loans
by sovereign states. What most people do
not know is that there are no international
laws or regulations in this area, nor are there
guidelines for sovereign bankruptcies obliging sovereign states to honor their debts.
One of the initiative-takers for this program is a Norwegian financial expert, Pål
Børresen. We had the opportunity of meeting
him and to learn more about this interesting
initiative. He and his colleagues keep a low
profile because it’s a sensitive undertaking
to develop guidelines at a time when many
countries are facing debt problems. The general public would be surprised to learn about
this lack of regulations, especially when they
do not benefit from the same arrangements.
People can face all kinds of problems if they
default on their debts, but countries...
Let Pål Børresen explain.

Q: You are working for an important
program here in UNCTAD. Could you tell
us how it all started?
It began with the NGOs who started to
question whether certain sovereign debts
should be repaid or not. They argued that
some of the loans that had been granted to
developing countries although legally binding, should for moral reasons not be paid
back. I will give you one example. A loan
is awarded to the president of a country. The
loan is paid by a foreign bank into the president’s personal bank account. Two weeks
later the president flees the country. The
loan is signed in the name of the country, but
the money went into the president’s pocket.
The loan remains the liability of the state.
In one particular case, Costa Rica asked for
the arbitration of the United States AttorneyGeneral, who decided that the country was
not required to pay back this debt. This is the
exception, however. In most cases the loan
simply remains the obligation of the borrowing state. There have been lots of cases like
this.
The agreements are totally legal according to the law, but there are other reasons why
these loans should not be paid back –– that
is what the NGOs are saying. So UNCTAD
picked up this issue at its biannual debt
conference back in 2003. In 2005 this issue
came up again. Then, in 2007 we started to
think about a concrete project based on some
very interesting observations in the area of
sovereign lending and borrowing. Trade,
for instance, is much regulated through the
WTO. However, when you deal with sovereign lending and borrowing internatinal rules

Photos: Marit Fosse and ActionPress / Virot

Left: Pål Børresen in his office at the UN Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. Børresen is a senior sovereign debt expert from Norway, and he is working
on guidelines for loan contracts by sovereign states. Right: Press conference in Geneva discussing debt of sovereign states.

and principles are totally lacking.
Here at UNCTAD we said to ourselves:
let’s see if we can find a donor who can finance a project; we will start to study the issue and write up some simple rules that are
acceptable to all. We obtained funding from
the Norwegian government — in 2008 we
received about USD 3 million.
So we began to look into this issue. We
had to be broad in our approach and include
all the stakeholders, and also to be very transparent about what we were doing.
The first thing we did was to put together a group of experts. These were all internationally renowned experts in their respective
fields. The lawyers in the group, for instance
are those who are now assisting Greece and
the other countries. These are the THE lawyers! They not only accepted to join our
group of experts, they volunteered!
Our group of experts consisted of lawyers, top economists, the private sector,
NGOs and international organizations. We
realized that a large number of institutions
would be interested in our group, so we decided to limit them to four seats each. There
were, for instance, many NGOs who were
interested. We did not choose them, but
sent out information through their international information network. We told them:
you have four seats; give us four names and
we will not ask any more questions. So we
got four names: one each from Africa, Asia,
South America and Europe.
The expert groups had several meetings
and proposed 15 rules. We distributed them
in 2011, and we put them up on the Internet so that people could read them and make
comments.
We also held regional consultative
meetings with the countries. We started out
in South America, then Africa, Asia and the
Arab countries. All of these meetings have
taken place in collaboration with our regional partners. In the expert group, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the
Paris Club and one organization of international auditors also took part as observers.
The latter was there because auditing the
debt is very important.
Q: Among these 15 rules, which one

do you consider the most important?
They are all important. Most of the rules
are so obvious that you simply have to accept them. They are “motherhood and apple
pie” as the representative from the World
Bank expressed it. Some of the rules are
more severe and are for instance linked to
the rescheduling of debts. They concern the
obligation to make sure that the borrower is
actually in a position to repay the loan. This
is a normal obligation in private banking, but
it has not been normal when lending to sovereign states –– simply because there were
no rules.
Q: Many European States are over
their heads in debt. From what you are
saying I draw the conclusion that a country like Greece does not have to repay its
loans unless it wants to. Is this correct?
Yes, they do not have to do it. But the
price of reneging would be high and they
would surely be excluded from the international financial markets like Argentina and
Ecuador currently are. They would probably
be better off negotiating a way out, although
theoretically they do not have to as there are
no rules forcing them to do so.
Q: During the UNCTAD XIII Conference, what will happen? Will these rules
be adopted?
Certainly not unanimously – adoption
or not is the decision of individual countries.
After discussing these rules during the consultative meetings, we have seen that many
countries are prepared to endorse them and
write them into their national legislation.
There are several ways of implementing
these rules. The rules are what we call “soft”
law. That means that there are no mechanisms
for punishing anyone who doesn’t adhere to
these principles, but generally accepted principles do in the long term change the mentality. When these principles form part of your
thinking, and when you give financing to a
sovereign state, you will slowly see attitudes
changing over time. Once this new attitude
sinks in, these soft principles become harder,
and in the end they basically become law.
Nobody nowadays questions the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and our

principles function much in the same way,
although it will not take the form of a declaration.
What is going to happen next is that
we are going to present these principles to
UNCTAD XIII for endorsement by individual countries. We already know that quite a
number of countries are prepared to endorse
them.

Q: How has the feedback been?
There are various forms of feedback depending on whom you are talking to. When
NGOs sit on the same expert group as the
IMF, there is going to be a discussion! So actually arriving at a set of principles was an
achievement in itself. Of course, the NGOs
think it is too soft, and IMF thinks it’s too
hard. But we did come to a consensus.

Q: So this has been an ongoing process since 2008?
It was actually in July 2009 that the
project started to take shape, since the project did not have any staff until that date. Today, four people are working on the project.
Funding will allow us to continue until the
end of 2012, and then we will have to look
for more funding –– from Norway and other
sources. Very much depends on what will
happen during UNCTAD XIII.
I must say that generally the reactions
have been positive. Some countries, however, would not like to see this to happen and
they resist because they fear the perception
among national stakeholders that these principles might put external constraints on their
domestic banking system.

Q: Why?
Let us, for instance, take the duty of investigating your borrower’s ability to repay
the loans. In the past, about ten years ago,
nobody would question lending to a sovereign state, because it was considered as being the best borrower you could have. They
would always repay! One of the consequences of these rules is that this will no longer be
the case. You will have a duty to investigate
the borrower’s ability to repay. Let us take an
example. One of the small Caribbean islands

See > debt, page 6
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is billions of dollars in debt. How can any responsible institution lend so much money to
such a small country? A country of that size
cannot possibly repay such an amount.
Q: Why are the banks lending out all
this money? How do they expect to get
their money back when they know that
there is no legislation forcing countries to
repay the loans?
In fact, Greece was a victim of the Euro.
Since Greece was inside the Euro zone everybody was happy to lend them money, because they knew that the European Central
Bank would back them up. They did not consider individual countries, such as Greece as
a risk because it was part of the E.U.
Q: This raises lots of questions. Do
the people actually lending money know
that there are no rules for the repayment
of these loans?
They know, of course, but for them the
rules are spelled out in the loan contract. For
them, the contract is a legal instrument. In
such a contract, it would normally be said
that “a dispute may be settled according to
the law of New York” or “under British law,”
which is common for bond issues.
Q: If there is no obligation to pay back
the loans, the only ones to make money
out of this situation are the lawyers?
Of course, the lawyers will make a lot
of money out of this. However, most of the
time these issues do not end up in court. If
these are guaranteed loans, normally they
will go to the credit guarantee institutions
and from there to the Paris Club –– but only
when the lenders are members of the Paris
Club. Many big lenders today are not members of the Paris Club, such as India, Brazil
or China, because they were not members
when it was established. Nevertheless, they
are huge lenders. There have been countries
that have, for instance, not repaid India.
However, they negotiated bilaterally and
reached some kind of agreement. We are
now, in fact, getting into an area beyond the
UNCTAD principles. If they are accepted
worldwide, these principles will be the basis
for negotiations.
Q: If these regulations are accepted
and the legislation is in place, who, in your
opinion, should be in control?
Well, that is the big question! Ideally, it
should be the United Nations. Some countries are reluctant to be regulated from the
outside, whereas the Europeans are more accustomed to it.
Q: In other words, it means that you
still have a long way to go?
Ah yes! I think I will have retired long
before these discussions will be finished. For
now it’s only a set of guidelines. There is a
long way before it becomes legislation.

Ole’s List

Norwegian American Weekly
classified

norwegian american weekly

ads

PRICING: $25 per ad, includes up to seven lines.
Add-ons: $10 for photo and $5 to be included in
online enewsletter. Call (800) 305-0217 or email
naw@norway.com for details.

On the EDGE

An opinion column about current issues in Norway
Join the conversation!

Norway’s national wealth: Transition from oil to knowledge
By Siv Jensen, leader of the Progress Party

Over the past seven years, Norway’s
disability pensioners have increased by
228,279 people and added NOK 2 trillion
more in the Oil Fund. Over 100,000 students
have dropped out of secondary education
since 2005.
Despite these obvious contrasts, the
U.N. has repeatedly named Norway the best
country to live in. Last summer the Oil Fund
surpassed Abu Dhabi Investment Authority,
according to the American Research Group
Monitor Group, the world’s largest state
fund. However, significant resources are not
necessarily synonymous with optimal resource management.
Norway is newly rich. Barely one generation back there are memories of a population that adored Sweden’s trade and industry. Today we feel more like the financial big
brother, with well-stocked bank accounts
and streets in London and Paris. But we have
no guarantee that we can maintain our prosperity the day the wealth from the North Sea
comes to an end.
Our future depends on how well we
manage the transition from a petroleum
economy to a knowledge economy. This requires investment and political visions. Kristin Halvorsen, former Socialist Party leader
and Finance Minister, likes to say that 80
percent of our national wealth is our people,
only ten percent is oil. But the oil wealth has
given the society the advantage to “advice”
to manage our human capital too low, and
let individuals take the cost of falling out of
society.
Today around 36,000 Norwegians under 30 years live on disability or rehabilitation money. Overall, the number of young
disabled increased by 20 percent in five
years. Many of these are the same 100,000
youths who have dropped out of secondary
education while the coalition government
has ruled. The figures give a strong indica-

tion for an education and a job market that
sees the individual’s potential and possibilities rather than limitations.
Many disabled people want to work, either part-time or full-time job, but encounter
a system that does not allow them to make
use of their resources. Norway needs an
education policy where the teacher helps
the student to achieve their goals no matter
their level. We need a labor policy that takes
into account that we are all unique and are in
different life situations and life phases. The
resources of a handicapped person is equally
valuable to one that is functionally able, but
they often need to be managed differently. A
25-year-old graduate will generally be more
focused on his career, than a 35-year-old with
three children in kindergarten. People are
different and people’s needs vary throughout
life. Therefore the labor market can not be
governed by the principle that all are equal
and should work from 9 to 4.
Norway will never be the cheapest country. If we are to succeed in the increasingly
tough international competition, we must
be the best. Science knowledge and commitment to innovation has been the success
factor since the Viking Age. From the engineering behind the Viking ships, which were
used both for commerce and war conduct,
and into our time, there is a thread in which
science has been of great importance for the
Norwegian economy. Science Education has
laid the foundation for the shipbuilding industry and therefore the merchant marine,
for the electric power industry, pharmaceutical industry, aquaculture industry, petroleum
industry, and for information technology and
software industry.
The future is high-tech and Norway is
already in danger of being left behind. In
2006, figures from the government’s business survey shows a lack of 6,150 engineers.
In 2011 the demand increased to 14,000. Sta-

tistics Norway prognoses say that the country may need 45,000 new civil engineers by
2030. Trade and industry well as the education sector have pointed out that the lack of
engineers is becoming more and more precarious. At the same time the dropout statistics of engineering studies is 50 percent
and the lack of qualified science teachers is
enormous.
To build the country, as the post-World
War II Prime Minister Einar Gerhardsen did,
is today a completely different job than it was
the 1950s. We need expertise, willingness to
change, research and innovation. Hard work
alone is often not enough anymore. That’s
why I have advocated for a separate master’s
program for science teachers, as they have in
Finland. The battle for science requires massive effort.
In the future, Norway’s competitiveness
depends on that we can utilize our resources
better. It requires updated skills and costs
money. As long as there is talk of using a
budget of high speed trains, it seems that the
Fiscal Policy Rule is holy. Therefore, we are
at a standstill.
Siv Jensen is the
Leader of the Progress
Party
(Fremskrittspartiet) and also the parliamentary leader for the
Progress Party`s group
in the Storting (The Norwegian Parliament). The
classical liberal (libertarian-conservative)
Progress Party is the second largest party
in Norway and the leading opposition party.
Ms. Jensen has been elected member of the
Storting since 1997, representing the district
of Oslo. Ms. Jensen is member of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defense and member of the Enlarged Foreign
Affairs Committee.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is
not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.
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“will now have a role as an open, inclusive
and democratic national church,” wrote
VG.no.
Though most Norwegians are for the
change, there are several groups that are protesting.
“We have received many letters from
critics who fear the de-Christianization of
Norway. It is the opposite. Respect for others’ beliefs does not mean that we are deChristianizing the country,” said Marit Nybakk, spokewoman for the Labor Party.

Rogaland Bunad for sale

It is the amendment of the Constitution,
paragraph 2, which has aroused protests. The
phrase, “The Evangelical Lutheran Religion
shall be the National Public Religion,” is
now replaced with “The basis of our values
will be our Christian and humanist inheritance. This Constitution is to ensure democracy, rule of law and human rights.”
“This is historic both for the Norwegian Church and for the politicians in Parliament,” says Svein Harberg of the Conservative (Høyre) Party, who has acted as the
spokesman of the Church, Education and
Research Committee.

“Faith is a personal matter, and therefore it is unnatural for a government to keep
a state religion,” added the Conservative
Party’s Per-Kristian Foss.
A survey on VG.no shows that 69.8
percent of the Norwegian population is for
the separation, 25.6 percent are against, and
4.7 percent are unsure. The survey further
reveals that, of those who answered, 37.2
percent consider themselves Christian, 46.5
percent atheist, and 16.3 percent other.
“I am for the State Church. I am no longer involved with the church, but I believe

Woman’s bunad with sølje silver for sale. Rogaland style
with green vest. Price: $5,000.
For more information, call
Janne at (206) 909-6303.

Bergman Loom

Bergman loom for sale. Made
in Poulsbo, WA. PAT #2057997, M. No. 3A-36. Lots of

See > church, page 7
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Letters to the Editor

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to us!

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Email: naw@norway.com

Dear Editor:
I was very saddened to read of the passing of Gunnar Sønsteby, Norway’s most decorated World War II resistance fighter. The
news took me back to a Norwegian history
class in which I was enrolled at the University in Oslo’s International Summer School
in 2000. Mr. Sønsteby was a guest presenter
one day and, speaking from the stage in a
lecture hall, mesmerized all of us with one
thrilling story after another, each involving
the life-giving willingness, bravery and patriotism of the Norwegian resistance movement. Stories following stories were told in
a matter-of-fact manner clearly with no selfembellishment.
I waited for him after class. He came
down from the stage following his speech and
took the time to respond to every question I
had. At the end of our conversation we shook
hands and, in saying good-bye, he extended
an invitation to meet him the next day at the
Akershus Fortress’ Resistance Museum for a
personally-guided tour; this generated even
more descriptively brave stories stemming
from actions of unbelievable proportion.
One strong memory taken away from that
moment is of asking him for his own, most
satisfying accomplishment in those years of
the resistance movement; he had one and he

< summary
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hjelp) who was on the MS Thorbjørn when
Anders Breivik Behring arrived on Utøya.
The testimony of a girl (15) was waived.
Instead, a medical certificate was read which
presented evidence that she was on Utøya
and was injured. She was shot in the shoulder and stomach.

Wednesday, May 16 (Day 20)
Four survivors of Utøya testified. The
four are aged 17 to 22, and were all shot
when they were in and around the small hall
of the cafeteria building (Lillesalen).
After the testimonies to the court, it was
discussed whether it is appropriate to allow
broadcasting of Breivik’s comments on individual testimonies.

Monday, May 21 (Day 21)
Five AUF members testified who sur-

Han Ola og Han Per

shared it. His life and efforts will cast a very,
very long and saga-like shadow.
Godspeed, Gunnar Sønsteby.
Sincerely,
Gary G. Erickson
Sunburg, Minn.

Dear Gary,
Thank you for sharing your memories
of Gunnar Sønsteby. He was one of the most
recognized contemporary Norwegians, and
his commitment to educating people about
the effects of war has made an impact beyond what he could imagine. Sønsteby’s voice
shared the stories of a generation who bore
the burden of war, and we are glad to honor
him in the Norwegian American Weekly.
Hope you had a wonderful 17th of May!
Editor

Dear Editor,
In regard to the article “Full of Spirit,”
I think author Larrie Wanberg should check
his 8mm films a little more closely.

vived the attack on Utøya. Two of them were
shot in the great hall of the cafeteria building
(Storsalen), while two others were shot on
the Love Trail (Kjærlighetsstien).
One of these witnesses was Hanne
Hestø Ness (20). She and her best friend
Lene Maria Bergum were born on the same
day, at the same hospital. On July 22, Lene
died in Hanne’s arms on Utøya. As several
other witnesses have done, Ness requested
that Breivik leave the room while she testified. This he accepted, and was escorted into
a back room.
“Breivik had empty, cold eyes. And
clenched teeth,” said the 20-year-old, when
asked how the killer had looked on Utøya.
She said Breivik did not show any sign of
emotion when she saw him. After being shot
in the side multiple times on July 22, Hestø
Ness was in St. Olav’s hospital in Trondheim
for four and a half months.
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In 1958 I was marching in the barnetog
in Oslo, and I can tell you that there were very
few of the children in the parade who wore
bunads. The girls wore dresses, new for the
occasion and the children looked more like
the picture from Sandefjord in 1956. Crown
Princess Martha never became Queen, she
died in 1954 three years before Olav became
King in 1957.
Vennlig hilsen,
Mette Bowen
Lake Forest, Ill.

Dear Mette,
Thank you for your letter and sharing
your personal experience marching in the
Oslo barnetog on 17th of May. We appreciate you setting the record straight!
Sincerely,
Editor
We would love to hear from you!
Letter to the Editor
Norwegian American Weekly
7301 5th Ave. NE, Ste A, Seattle, WA 98115
or send a note to naw@norway.com
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that Norway ought to have things the way
they have been, since it is a part of Norwegian culture,” said one commentator on VG.
“I am for the changes. Of course the
church and the state should have nothing to
do with each other,” another commentator
said.
Though it may come as a surprise that
the majority of Norwegians are for the separation, statistics show that the state church is
not as important in a Norwegian’s everyday
life as it once was. According to Statistics
Norway, only 20 percent of Oslo residents
are part of a religious group, and most of
them identify with Islam. According to a
different survey done by SSB, 55 percent of
Norwegians over 16 years of age consider
themselves part of a religious group, but at
least 10 percent of these identify with a religion outside of the state church.
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Taste of Norway

NORDIC DELICACIES
“A TASTE OF NORWAY IN THE HEART OF BROOKLYN!”

6909 Third Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
Phone: (718) 748-1874 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com

Summer soup

On a cool summer day, cozy up with this
creamy cheese soup with smoked salmon

Celebrating 50 years of business
Visit our store in Seattle or find us online!

w w w. s c a n s p e c i a l t i e s . c o m
6719 NW 15th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: (206) 784-7020 — Toll free: (877) 784-7020
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping!

Just a couple days left
of our 17th of May offer!
See page 3 for details, or call (800) 305-0217

Photo: Tine.no
A creamy smoked salmon cheese soup is best served with fresh-baked bread and fun, summery dishes!

Smoked salmon
and cream cheese soup
Kremostsuppe med laks
Adapted from Silver Palate Good Times Cookbook
6 Tbsp butter (3/4 stick)
1 1/2 cup chopped onion
3/4 cup chopped fresh dill, loosely paceked
2 ripe Roma tomatoes, seeded and chopped
8 ounces smoked salmon, cut into 1 inch
pieces
2 Tbsp flour
8 cups water

Fresh ground pepper, to taste
2 cups fresh spinach, washed and chopped
2 8-ounce packages cream cheese, sliced into
8 pieces each
1/3 cup vodka
2 Tbsp fresh lemon juice
Snipped fresh chives, for garnish

Melt the butter in a medium size saucepan over medium heat. Add onion and saute until
soft, about 10 minutes. Stir in dill, tomatoes and salmon and cook for 3 minutes. Add flour
and cook 1 minute more.
Gradually stir in water and heat to boiling. Reduce heat and simmer for 20 minutes. Season with pepper, stir in spinach and simmer 5 more minutes. Now stir in cream cheese, one
piece at a time, allowing each piece to melt into the soup.
When all the cheese is added and the soup is smooth, stir in the vodka and lemon juice.
Taste for seasonings, and ladle into bowls. Garnish with chives and serve.
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Island adventure in Lofoten
Find your spirit of adventure (and relaxation) in the Lofoten Islands in northern Norway

Photo: CH / www.visitnorway.com

Play on the white sands and turquoise water at Flakstad in the Lofoten islands.

Visit Norway
Explore Lofoten by foot, go rafting in
the Trollfjord and visit Lofotr Viking Museum. Taste stockfish and be amazed by the
midnight sun in northern Norway’s beauty.
Join nature safaris
Every autumn the herring and killer
whales swim up the Tysfjord and Vestfjord
to spend the winter here. From mid-October
until mid-January, nature safaris set out from
Lofoten in large passenger boats and rubber
dinghies to look for the killer whales, sea eagles and to explore the wildlife in Lofoten.
See the northern lights
Lofoten is one of the best places in the
world to see the northern lights. Mostly because of the mild winter climate and the auroral oval crossing Lofoten. For lectures and
more information about the northern lights,
visit the Polarlightcenter in Laukvik. To
make your chance to see the aurora optimal,
you can receive a text message when it appears on the sky.
Lofotr Viking Museum
Experience the Viking Age as it really

was. At Borg, archaeologists have discovered
the largest house ever found from this era.
It is the house of one of the most powerful
chieftains in northern Norway. The building
is 83 meters long and has been reconstructed
as a living museum with findings, reconstructions, exhibitions and domestic animals.
Go fishing
Come out to sea and try your luck at
fishing. Experience the atmosphere and the
excitement at the fishing area. One thing is
certain; you will not be bored with the scenery while you are waiting for the fish to bite.
Every winter, hundreds of people travel to
Lofoten to see who gets the most and the
largest arctic cod in the World Championship
in cod fishing.
Try tasty stockfish
One of the most important culture heritage of Lofoten is the famous stockfish.
Stockfish is made from spawning cod, and
is often the base product in many of the food
dishes served in restaurants in Lofoten. If
you want to try stockfish, visit for example
the restaurant Børsen Spiseri in Svolvær.

Play golf
The proximity to the ocean, the jagged
Lofoten Mountains and the ever shifting arctic light make the Lofoten Golf Links course
at Hov more than just a round of golf. Few,
if any, golf courses offer such a combination
of golf and magnificent scenic surroundings. Try golfing under the midnight sun from mid-May to early August you can play
golf all day and all night. You can play 144
holes in 24 hours – if you can manage to stay
awake, that is.
Enjoy hiking and biking
Cycling in Lofoten offers unique experiences. With clothing suited to the conditions and good equipment, Lofoten can be
comfortably enjoyed not just in the busiest
weeks of summer. Lofoten is in general easy
cycling country; however the roads can be
pretty crowded with cars, caravans and mobile homes during the height of summer. The
hiking trails in Lofoten promote all kinds of
activities and wonderful experiences in varied and exciting nature.

From taking a cruise on a traditional boat to the famous stockfish drying racks, Lofoten is full of adventure.

Get your heart pumping – go rafting
The open sea, steep mountains, narrow
straits and luscious islets. Changing light
and crystal-clear water. An experience you
will never forget. The rubber dinghies are
extremely robust and will carry you to new
adventures.

Go kayaking
Follow the British newspaper The
Guardian’s advice and go kayaking in Lofoten. The Guardian has Lofoten on its list over
top ten sea kayaking destinations.
“The ultimate experience is the Lofoten Islands. This is a mountainous archipelago with deep blue shimmering seas where
kayaking trips can be combined with climbing and mountaineering. Wilderness is just
around the corner yet civilization is reassuringly close at hand,” writes The Guardian.
Experience nature and the animal kingdom from the surface of the ocean. You cannot get closer to the ocean and the seals. A
kayak gives you the opportunity to move
around at your own tempo, and it is an excellent way to relax.

Photos: Terje Rakke / Nordic life / www.visitnorway.com
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Community Connections

Gratulerer med dagen!

A Norwegian author
Puzzles with Sölvi Dolland

Happy 89th birthday to
Milo Moe
of

Eau Claire, Wis.
on

June 3

Mr. Moe has been a long-time supporter of the Norwegian American
Weekly, and we thank him from the
bottom of our hearts!
Ole and Lena had Mr. and Mrs. Thorvald
over for lutefisk. Lena knew that Mr. Thorvald liked his lutefisk with lots of black pepper. After the company had gone home, Lena
made a terrible discovery. She had served
Mr. Thorvald gunpowder instead of black
pepper! Lena lay awake all night worrying.
Early the next morning she called the Thorvalds. “Oh, Mr. Thorvald,” said Lena, “I’ve
done a terrible ting. Last night I served you
gunpowder instead of black pepper vith the
lutefisk.” “Oh, tank God!” said Mr. Thorvald. “Dot explains it all!” “Explains vat?”
asked Lena. “Vell, ven ve got home, I bent
over to untie my shoe, and I shot the cat!”

Ole and Lena

America’s favorite Norwegians!

25. mai
Neal Harrison
Lynnwood WA
John L. Haugum
Montevideo MN
John B. Kvidal
Sioux City IA
Louis Mysse
Libby MT
Lily Tofteland Hartmann
Boulder CO
Ole Torland
Brunsville MN
Thor Johanessen
Brooklyn NY
26. mai

Olaf Hetlet
Arlington SD
Tom Virding
Englewood CO
Capt. Sev Samuelsen
Aurora OH
Marilyn E. Benson
Silver Spring MD
Theo Linland
Pineville NC
Marilyn Gjerlow
Staten Island NY
Susan Johansen Shiels
Pelham NY
Carole Davick
Bellevue NE
27. mai
Bruce Sverre Vatne Mendota Heights MN
Mrs. Kaare Bang
Eugene OR
Magne A. Spor
Milwaukie OR
Malena Haugen
Hannaford ND
Inga Rude
Jamestown ND
Ingeborg C. Lange
Santa Ana CA
Adolph Gjerding
Seattle WA
Einar Goday
Brick NJ
Cherie Iverson
Oak Harbor WA
Larry Locken
Mount Vernon WA
28. mai
Elmer K. Bakke
Astoria SD
Sverre Velle
Straumgjerde Norway
Carl I. Jarnes
Aberdeen WA
Howard S Tronsdal
Stanwood WA
Richard Stenerson
Redmond WA
Bill Peterson
Mora MN
Jorulf Brynestad
Oak Ridge TN

29. mai
Albert Lea MN
Nettie Brown
Ralph L. Egeland
Aurora IL
Maurice Odegaard
Ada MN
Daniel A. Sevig
Fossil OR
Thora Madland
Arlington Height IL
Bertha Peterson
Wallingford IA
David Brueland
Seattle WA
Karoline Svendsen
Northridge CA
Edna Gahler
Iver Grove Heights MN
Rev E. Bonnevie Kluver
Patterson CA
Mary E. Carlson
San Pedro CA
Marianne Anderegg
Redmond WA
Rich Olsen
Richland WA
John E. Monson
Hackensack MN
30. mai
Glenny Inghagen
Dearborn Hts MI
Grace Hansen
Jamaica Estates NY
Floyd W. Lien
Minneapolis MN
Olyve C. Orfield
Winter Park FL
Sverre Hatley
Seattle WA
Clarence A. Clausen
Northfield MN
Virginia Onsrud
Eugene OR
Tucson AZ
Clara Aasland Williamsen
Grace Hansen
Jamaica Estates NY
Vita Davies
Sequim WA
Charles Olsen
Westland WI
31. mai
Helen Anderson
Carpio ND
Åsta Abogen
Foldereid Norway
Erling Røthe
Estevan Sask Can
Halfdan Tronsdal
Stanwood WA
Winnie Slaaen
Farsund Norway
Trini D. Aasen
Anaheim CA
Else Kinney - Patecell
Bayside NY

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@
norway.com. Birthdays must be submitted at
least one month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us.

Happy belated birthday to

Signe Andersen Kulp
of Lansdale, Pa.
on April 29th

Gratulerer så mye med dagen!

Did you know?
Random facts about Norway

The Christmas tree which
stands in Trafalgar Square in
London has been presented by
the City of Oslo to the U.K.
for over fifty years.

Puzzle solution
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Just a minute
Encouraging columns by the late Pastor Per W. Larsen, written for Norway
Times and now shared with the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Give them a call

Ruth Gjerlow Baldwin Li

September 6, 1930 – March 3, 2012
Ruth Baldwin Li (née Gjerlow) entered into eternal
rest March 3, 2012. She
died suddenly in Good Samaritan Hospital, West Islip, N.Y., after a brief hospitalization.
Ruth will be missed by
her loving family and all
those who knew her as to know her was to
love her. She had the kindest heart and loved
her family and friends deeply. Ruth was not
only a wonderful mother to her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, but
she was also a wonderful sister, aunt, neighbor and friend. Some people are known as
Christians by their claiming to be so with
their words, but Ruth was a Christian because
she was devoted to the Word and promise of
the Almighty. However, her actions were the
proof of this as she labored diligently in support of her family and friends in the manner
that God taught us in the Bible not just by
saying words. We will never forget Ruth or
how she brought happiness to all. Whenever
she touched a person that person was a better
person. Ruth gave hundreds of times more
than she ever received.
Ruth was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., and
grew up in Bay Ridge area. There she met
and married William Baldwin, Jr. Their
daughter Kathryn was born in Brooklyn and
shortly after that they purchased a home in
Lindenhurst, Long Island, where Ruth spent
the rest of her life. It was in Long Island that
she met Kwong Sing Li, her second husband.
They had a son, James Li. With an entrepreneurial spirit, Ruth and Li operated a 7-11
store and also opened two successful Chinese restaurants.
Ruth was a wonderful musician, playing the piano, accordion and harmonica all
by ear, as she could not read a note of music.
She loved her home and it was decorated so
nicely it could have been in House Beautiful.
She was always painting and remodeling.
She would ask her son-in-law, Al, to remove
walls and once even asked him to move her
chimney to the other side of the house as she
thought it would look better over there. She
played ping pong and handball like an ace.
Ruth told her daughter, Kathryn, that she
could hold the court all day; winning round
after round even against the boys. At the age
of 52, she challenged her teenage son and
grandson to a two-on-one game of handball.
The boys came home with their heads down
when Ruth shut them out. The boys did not
know that they did not have a chance against
the champ of Bay Ridge.
One of the reasons that people loved to
be around Ruth was that she was unconventional and had a great sense of humor. If she
was not at her home she was in her second
home. She would get in her PT Cruiser and

SOlie

zoom to bingo multiple times a week. She
was known as “Sergeant Ruth” because of
her rules and regulations when playing the
bingo. Her daughter, Kathy, often accompanied her and sometimes her brother, August,
and his wife, Marilyn, would make the trip to
Long Island to join Ruth and Kathy.
Ruth was predeceased by her parents,
Cecilie Larsen Gjerlow and August Gjerlow, her husbands and her niece Christine.
She is survived by her daughter, Kathryn
(Al) Korbe and her son, James Li; her three
grandchildren Wendy and Raymond Robinson, and James Lee Stevens; great-grandsons
Zachary and Isaiah; her sister Clara (John)
Loken, brother August (Marilyn) Gjerlow;
nieces Ellen, Karen, Susan, Lyn, Christine,
and Dorothy; nephews Leroy, John, and
Paul; great-nieces Denise, Liesa, Nicole,
Lora, Jenni, Dana, Dara, Stephanie, Andrea,
and Kimberly; great-nephews Christopher,
Jeffrey, Jason, Brian and John; many greatgreat-nieces and great-great-nephews; and
also many friends, some even from her childhood, whom she also held dear to her heart.
This is a letter written by her daughter
Kathryn:
Mom,
You were my mother, my best friend
and my confidant. Your death was so
sudden that it all seems like just a bad
dream.
I can still see you walking through
my door, I can still see you sitting in
your favorite chair, I still see you everywhere.
The vegetable garden will be planted soon and I can still see you at dawn
looking for that perfect tomato...
but not this summer.
Every morning I called you at 8:45
and now I find myself watching the
clock until that time has passed as
there is no call to make.
Not today, not anymore.
I haven’t gone to Bingo since you
died, Mom. I can’t, I just can’t. Not
without you.
Not today, just not yet.
The Baby’s Breath are still on my
mantle. They’re drying out and yet I
still water them. I can’t throw them
out.
Not today, just not today.
I can’t imagine living my life without you, Mom, yet here I am on this
very journey.
I know you would want me to move
on, but I just don’t know how.
Someday I will but...
Not today, just not today.

A telephone may sometimes
seem like a “curse” by ringing in
the most inconvenient moments.
But it can also be a blessing.
Some years back I served as a
counselor on Dr. Norman Vincent
Peale’s “Help Line” in Manhattan. People in all kinds of distress
called up, and unquestionably, it
was a great help to many just to
know that someone was willing to
listen. I know that many have been
encouraged and lives have been
saved through the telephone.

Many churches have started
similar “help lines” and reach out
to people in need. Such phone calls
may lead to visitations, spiritual
and physical help, and real friendship.
And it can function on an individual basis. The world is full of
empty talk. Let us try to make our
telephone conversations meaningful. Invite them to church, offer
them a ride, give encouragement,
offer help. The possibilities are
endless. Call up a friend today!

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
Den Norske Lutherske Minnekirke

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church offers the best venue in Chicago for Norwegians,
Scandinavians to gather and celebrate Norwegian traditions. We welcome you to our warm
and friendly family of members. Please visit us soon! Pastor: Sigurd Grindheim.

June 2012
June 3

Norwegian Service

June 10 Norwegian Service / Communion
June 17 Norwegian Liturgy / English Sermon
June 24 English Service / Communion
All services are at 11 a.m. unless otherwise noted.
2614 North Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, IL 60647 • (773) 252-7335 • www.minnekirken.org

Are your financial strategies ready for 2012?
Put the strength and stability of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to work for you with
an annual review—it takes less than an hour.
Schedule a review to:
Maximize retirement contributions
Consolidate IRAs and 401(k)s.
and review goals.
Review protection coverage.
Review estate strategy needs and
Establish an emergency savings fund.
update beneficiaries.
Contact your financial representative and get started today!

Love,
Your daughter Kathryn

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are
available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment
Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered representatives of
Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are also licensed insurance agents of Thrivent Financial.
For additional important disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
27248NAW N1-12

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)
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Arts & Style

Calendar of Events
What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Colorado

Scandinavian Midsummer Festival
June 23 – 24
Estes Park, Colo.
Mark your calendars for the largest Scandinavian Midsummer celebration in the
Rocky Mountains. Scandinavian dancing,
music, crafts, food, Viking re-enactors, silent auction, raffle sponsors: Icelandair and
Brekke Tours. Starts with raising of Maypole at 9:30 a.m. on June 23, followed at 10
with parade of flags and opening ceremonies. Free, all ages, wheelchair accessible.
Visit www.estesmidsummer.com or call
(303) 449-9596 for more information.

Minnesota

Norway House Midtsommer
June 21
St. Paul, Minn.
Save the date for the Norway House Midtsommer Celebration! This annual tradition celebrates the “Going Viking” spirit
by identifying and honoring individuals
of Norwegian heritage that have, through
their extraordinary accomplishments and
adventuresome spirit, significantly advanced the quality of life for others. This
year’s event will be held June 21 at the
Interlachen Country Club in Minneapolis.
The 2012 Norway House Going Viking
honorees are Jim Brandenburg, Tove Dahl
and Bob Bergland. The event raises money for Norway House programs, such as
Peace Initiative and Edvard Grieg Society.
The celebration begins with at 5 p.m. with
a cocktail reception and aquavit toast, followed by the dinner and awards program.
For more information, contact elizabeth@
norwayhouse.net.
Norwegian Ridge Language Camp
June 18 – 22
Spring Grove, Minn.
Norwegian language camp offered by Giants of the Earth in Spring Grove, Minn.!
Classes for three groups: 4 – 7-year-olds
from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. daily; 8 – 11-yearolds from 9 a.m. until dusk; 12 – 15-yearolds from 9 a.m. until dusk. This will be
a high quality experience with classroom
and activities utilizing the immersion technique to language learning. Tuition is $200
for the week for full-time students, and
$100 for 4 – 7-year-olds. Scholarships may
be available. Call (507) 498-5070 or visit
www. springgrovemnheritagecenter.org.

PENNSYLVANIA

Bernt Balchen Annual Viking Fest
June 2
Lackawaxen, Pa.
Sons of Norway Bernt Balchen Lodge #3566 will be hosting an evening of Norse
food and fun at their annual Viking Fest
on June 2 at 6 p.m. A traditional Norwegian roast pork dinner will be served at the
Central Volunteer Fire Department at 574
Westcolang Rd., Lackawaxen Twp (Bohemia), PA 18435. All are welcome but due to
limited seating, reservations are required.
Information and tickets (adults $18, children $8) can be obtained by calling Elsie
(570) 685-7086.

norwegian american weekly

Norwegians on the water
Works by maritime artist Odd Andersen in
exhibition at the NIA Heritage Hall in Brooklyn

Youth Camp at Land of the Vikings
July 1 – 7 and July 8 – 14
Sherman, Pa.
Join us for an active Sons of Norway cultural camp program for kids! Held at the
beloved Land of the Vikings recreation
center in Sherman, Pa., Campers will attend morning classes for Norwegian language, rosemaling, wood working, hardanger and other skills. During the afternoon
the campers can swim, hike, participate in a
variety of athletic activities, do crafts, cook
and learn about our Viking heritage to name
a few of the activities. The evening brings
an opportunity to form lasting friendships
with a talent show and much more. Contact
Youth Director Evelyn Karpack at (973)
627-5634 or farmorkar@verizon.net.

Washington, D.C.

Lakselaget D.C. meeting
June 9
Chevy Chase, Md.
Women in the Washington, D.C. area, join
Lakselaget District of Columbia for the
monthly luncheon. On June 9 at 11:15 a.m.,
come for the luncheon at 4550 North Park
Avenue in Chevy Chase, Md., (if using the
Metro, take the Friendship Heights stop on
the Red Line, and it’s a 10-minute walk
from there). Cost: $25 per person, pay by
check to Lakselaget DC or cash at the door.
Questions? Contact Katherine Barnett, at
lakselaget.DC@gmail.com. Lakselaget is
for professional women and college and
university students who are also Norwegian, of Norwegian descent, or are interested in contemporary Norwegian issues
and all things Norwegian.

Wisconsin

Valdres Samband’s 2012 Stevne
June 14 – 16
Eau Claire, Wis.
The Valdres Samband will be holding its
113th annual stevne at the Plaza Hotel &
Suites in Eau Claire, June 14 – 16. Founded
in 1899, the Valdres Samband is the oldest
and largest Bygdelag in America. A lag is
an association of people and their descendants who came from the same area in
Norway – for us, the Valdres Valley. The
Valdres Valley consists of six kommuner:
North Aurdal, South Aurdal, Etnedal, Vang,
Vestre Slidre and Øystre Slidre. Please visit
our website www.valdressamband.org for
information regarding the stevne (located
under Stevne and then Registration) or
email Glen at sambandsect@bitstream.net.
Beginning Norwegian Genealogy
June 20 – 21
Madison, Wis.
Take a class with director of Research at the
Norwegian American Genealogical Center
and Naeseth Library (NAGC & NL). Jerry
has led research tours to the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City. For additional
information and details about the class,
please contact him at gpaulson@nagcnl.
org or call (608) 255-2224. Session will be
held June 20 and 21 at the Ostby Education
center at the NAGC & NL in Madison. Admission: $120 for NAGC members, $140
for non-members.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

Photo: Waterfrontmuseum.org

Odd Andersen’s oil paintings of maritime scenes often reflect views of his youth from growing up in
Brooklyn, N.Y., such as the painting above of the Brooklyn Bridge and a tugboat.

Roy Jorgensen

Hopewell Junction, N.Y.

The exhibit of “Norwegians in the Waters of New York” includes paintings by Odd
Andersen an artist from New Jersey who
specializes in martime scenes in his oil paintings. Andersen is from a seafaring family of
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, N.Y. His father was on
two whaling trips to Antarctica before he was
16 and before becoming a merchant seaman.
Andersen himself was in the U.S. Navy in
the 1950s serving on small boats stateside.
While Odd had taken various courses in
painting, he is largely self-taught. He began
as a cartoonist in his early years and at age 15
he had his first formal lessons. He currently
works out his studio in New Jersey. His style
might be called figurative with overtones of
French impressionism such as Paul Gaugin,
Cezanne, and Berhte Morisot.

< Folk art
From page 3

“Deck the Tables — Celebrate the Seasons,”
with special thanks to the Deck the Tables
committee.
Join us for an opening reception on June
7, 2 – 4 p.m. There will be free admission
all day on June 7 and July 5 for Free First
Thursdays, sponsored by Decorah Bank and
Trust, Co.
The judged exhibition includes knifemaking, rosemaling (Norwegian decorative
painting), weaving, and woodworking, all by
contemporary American artists working in
the Norwegian tradition. Ribbon winners are
announced in conjunction with Nordic Fest,
Decorah’s city-wide celebration of Norwegian heritage, which begins this year the
evening of July 26 and runs throughout the
day July 27 and 28.
“Every year brings new and exciting artwork for the exhibition, often blending traditional designs with contemporary creativity,”
said Laurann Gilbertson, Vesterheim’s Chief
Curator. “We’re thrilled by the entries that
have been arriving—this year’s exhibition

Andersen has exhibited at the Belskie
Museum in Closter, Bergen County, N.J.,
New Jersey in a show entitled, “Ship Ahoy.”
In 2009 he had over 50 paintings at the Melville gallery of the South Street Seaport in
New York City. He is soon to have a oneman show at the Waterfront Museum in Red
Hook, Brooklyn.
Heritage Hall is located in the Norwegian Christian Home and Health Center,
1250 67th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. The exhibit
is open every day and is free of charge.

Through Oct. 20, Andersen’s exhibit
“Life on the NY Waters” will be held at the
Waterfront Museum in Red Hook, Brooklyn,
N.Y. The artist’s reception is June 9, 2 – 4
p.m. Visit www.waterfrontmuseum.org.

promises to be fantastic,” she added.
Judges award Blue, Red, and White
Ribbons representing points that accumulate
over successive exhibitions toward a Gold
Medal. Judges also present Honorable Mention and Best of Show Awards. Visitors are
invited to vote for People’s Choice Awards.
Gold Medalists cannot compete for ribbons,
but can compete for Best of Show Awards
and People’s Choice Awards. Many of the
pieces in the exhibition are for sale by silent
auction.
Vesterheim is a national treasure that explores the diversity of American immigration
through the lens of Norwegian-American
experience, showcases the best in historic
and contemporary Norwegian folk and fine
arts, and preserves living traditions through
classes in Norwegian culture and folk art,
including rosemaling (decorative painting),
woodcarving and woodworking, knifemaking, and textile arts. For complete schedules
of events, exhibitions, and classes, and more
information about ways to donate, check out
Vesterheim online at vesterheim.org.

Online: blog.norway.com/category/norway-in-the-us
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In your neighborhood

Photo: Ryan Howard / Fergus Falls Daily Journal

Lise Viken in her shop Nordic Galleri in Fergus Falls, Minn.

< nordic
From page 1

vian style,” says Lise Viken, owner of Nordic Galleri in Fergus Falls, Minn.
It’s been a year and a month since Viken, a native Norwegian, bought the shop after first seeing it on an impromptu road trip
with her sister. She has spent the time redecorating, rearranging, collecting a variety of
unique wares to fill the shelves of her shop,
and engaging with the local community.
“What stands out is meeting all the wonderful people in Fergus. They have welcomed
me as new in town and taking me to Sons
of Norway meetings, ball games, skiing, biking, church, picnics, knitting groups and invited me to their homes. I can’t thank them
enough,” said Viken.
Viken and her sister had started attending Norsk Høstfest in Minot, N.D. about
eight years ago to sell their hand-knitted
scarves, hats, mittens and bags. On a trip
to a museum in Fergus Falls, they stumbled
across Nordic Galleri. “We got to know the
owner who is also Norwegian. And for some
reason I went along with a delegation from
Nordhordland when they were visiting Fergus Falls two years ago. That’s when Arna
Stedjan told me she was selling.” Nordhordland, where Viken is from in Norway, happens to be Fergus Falls’ sister city.
Viken went home to Norway and thought
it over. In the end, she decided to go for it.
“I’m just kind of adventurous, and like
a challenge. And I was in a position in life
where I was ready for a change,” she says.
Since Viken took over the shop, the
community response has been overwhelmingly positive. “They have been so nice and
welcoming to me and the changes I have
done. I can’t thank them enough for being so
warm and welcoming, it means a lot to me!”
she says. Viken believes it is very important
to maintain a strong Norwegian-American
community connection. “Speaking face to
face with people is the best way, you can see
a real person, hear the accent and feel the
connection. Lots of people stops in at Nordic
sometimes just to talk and ask about Norway,

< budget
From page 3

Johnsen.
Mainland GDP in 2012 is forecasted to
grow by 2.75 percent, on par with the average for the last 40 years. Next year a further
pick up is expected to 3 percent.
The press has especially reacted to the
budget’s readjustments that allow for retirement funds. This year, 50,000 Norwegian
workers chose to retire before the age of 67.

when did I go there the last time, when am
I going back! Hearing my accent reminds
them of the way their grandparents talked
or even their parents,” says Viken. “Being
a native Norwegian gives me a much better
position to talk to my customers about Norway. Many people have questions, they don’t
know much about the modern Norway.”
Viken also keeps the connection strong
with the new products she has brought into
Nordic Galleri. This includes her favorite
wares to sell, porcelain from designer duo
Linda Wik and Ragnhild Walsoe. “I remember seeing their china in a store in Bergen,
Norway, and it was the first thing I thought
about getting in my store when I bought it,”
she says. “Right now I am the only one in
U.S. who sells it, and I am very proud of it.
Quite a few people have stared collecting as
well and that’s very exciting.” Viken also
sells her own hand-knit hats, wrist warmers
and leg warmers under the label LiseKdesign, using traditional and modern designs.
Viken highlights the importance of the
local Scandinavian shop in the U.S. “Many
haven’t made it because of the economy, and
that’s sad. So many Americans are so proud
of their Norwegian heritage, and it’s important that they pass this on to the younger
generation. If not, it will slowly fade and the
stores will be gone,” she says. With her intimate knowledge of contemporary Norwegian designers and desire to bring new items
from Norway to the U.S., Viken has also become an important part of keeping modern
Norway alive in the States. “It is important
to see beyond lutefisk and lefse,” she says.
“Norway is so much more.”
Fergus Falls has indeed benefitted from
Lise Viken’s influence at the Nordic Galleri,
and the U.S. has acquired a true advocate for
keeping the connection between the U.S. and
modern Norway alive.
For more information about Nordic
Galleri, visit www.nordicgalleri.com or like
Nordic Galleri on Facebook!
This article is part of our ongoing series
Scandinavian Store Spotlight.

It is far more than the government planned
for in the state budget.
In the first three months of the year
alone, the number of early retirees rose by
9,000. In the course of 2012 the figure will
rise further. Now the government has adjusted its own estimates from last fall.
Pension reform allows employees between the ages of 62 and 67 the opportunity
to freely combine work and retirement pension. This has occurred to a much greater extent than what the government expected.

Photo: Christy Olsen Field

Olaf Kvamme receiving his award from Seattle City Council President Sally Clark (center) and Consul
Kim Nesselquist (left).

< Kvamme
From page 1

vice to the Scandinavian community and Seattle as a whole.
Olaf Kvamme was born in Bergen, Norway, and emigrated to Tacoma, Wash., with
his family as a young child. He grew up in
the South Puget Sound area, and began his
academic studies at Pacific Lutheran University before being drafted into the war.
Kvamme served in the U.S. Army during World War II as a Japanese-speaking intelligence officer and reached the level of Lt.
Colonel. He returned to PLU after the war to
finish his degree, and earned a teaching certificate from the University of Washington.
This led to an impressive career in the Seattle
Public School District, and he worked as a
teacher, principal and administrator until he
retired in 1987.
After his retirement, Kvamme focused
his energies on community service and all
things Norwegian. He served on the Board of
Directors at the Nordic Heritage Museum as
president from 1990 to 1995, as well as the
chairman of the Seattle-Bergen Sister City
Association for over 20 years.
Combined with his visionary leadership,

Kvamme's mild-mannered disposition and
affable personality drew others to support his
efforts, even non-Norwegians.
Kvamme has received recognition for
his service, with awards from the Ethnic
Heritage Council and the Norwegian-American Chamber of Commerce, as well as the
prestigious St. Olav's Medal awarded to him
by HM King Harald in 1996.
On April 29, Kvamme was honored by
the Nordic Heritage Museum at their annual
Northern Lights Auktion. A few days later
on May 2, he was recognized by the City
of Seattle for his 20 years of work with the
Seattle-Bergen Sister City Association.
Consul Kim Nesselquist of the Royal
Norwegian Consulate in Seattle introduced
Kvamme, saying, “Olaf is being honored
with the City of Seattle’s Award for Outstanding Sister City Service for his vision,
integrity, diligence and devotion over more
than two decades in building the relationship
between Seattle and Bergen.”
In addition to the award, Mayor Mike
McGinn and the Seattle City Council issued
a proclamation for May 2 to be recognized as
Olaf Kvamme Day.
Congratulations to Olaf Kvamme!

Leif erikson Lodge 2-001, sons of norway
Culture, entertainment and fun for young and old –

Come join us!

June 9
Youth group meeting including Norwegian language, games,
crafts and snacks. All children welcome. 11 am – 1 pm
2nd Saturday Kaffestua. 10 am – 2 pm Donation: $4
2nd Saturday Happy Hour. $5 for 2 drinks and supper. 5 pm
June 13
Membership meeting with dinner, drinks and program. 6 pm
$10 / person. Call for reservations at (206) 783-1274

Sweetheart Di

Every Wednesday
Exercise class at 10 am Cost: $3
Kaffestua
Questions? Need membership
M–Th., 11 am – 2:30 pm, and F 10 am – 2:30 pm $4

info? Call (206) 783-1274

Leif erikson HaLL, 2245 n.W. 57tH st., seattLe, Wa 98107

Spring Concert
T h e N O RW e G I A N M A L e C h O R U S O F S e AT T L e

Featuring guest artist Dr. George Fiore,

Associate Conductor Emeritus of the Seattle Symphony

Sunday, June 3 at 3 p.m.
Ballard First Lutheran Church, 2006 NW 65th Street in Seattle, WA

Tickets: $10 per person, Free for kids 12 and under
For more information, call (206) 362-1094
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Norwegian Language Corner
The boys from Vangen:

Written by Leif Halse
Vangsgutane, a classic series in Norway from 1941 to present, was used as curriculum material in
Norwegian schools, as the series had easy-to-read text with pictures. Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri
My Astri Publishing brings the copyrighted bilingual Norwegian/English serialization of “The Boys
From Vangen: Vangsgutane” to the readers of the Norwegian American Weekly to practice their
Norwegian reading skills, as well as enjoy a Norwegian classic!

BERGINGA NÆRMER SEG
Kåre kaver med hendene alt han orker,
og der driver stokken ned mot steinen, Kåre
greier å rulle seg fint av tømmerstokken, og
hogger tak i steinen med begge hendene.
Stokken flyter unna og bort, og han haler
og sliter seg oppå, valen og kald i kroppen.
Han er berga til så lenge!
Inne på stranda står Steinar og sunndalingen og ser på det som går for seg. Men
hvordan skal de greie å få Kåre i land? Da
får de øye på en båt bortunder landtorva.
Steinar roper og vinker til Kåre at nå kommer de. Så stiger de ned i den vesle båten
og legger fra land.
Sunndalingen setter seg på tofta og
tar årene, og Steinar setter seg i bakskuta.
Mannen er en trenet elveroer, og han bruker årene i kjappe tak. Men med ett går den
ene åra tvers av, og hva nå? Båten driver
fort med strømmen nedover elva. Skal de
også drive av, slik som Kåre gjorde på tømmerstokken?

CLOSER TO BEING RESCUED
Kåre paddles with his hands as hard
as he can, and when the log floats by the
boulder, Kåre manages to roll off the log
and grab it with both hands. The log floats
away, and he pulls, hauling himself on top,
numb and chilled to the bone. He is safe
for now!
On the beach, Steinar and the Sunndal
man are watching what’s happening. But
how can they manage to get Kåre to land?
Then they catch sight of a boat under the
overhanging riverbank. Steinar shouts and
signals to Kåre that now they are coming.
Then they climb down into the little boat
and pull out from the shore.
The man from Sunndal sits on the
bench and takes the oars, and Steinar sits
in the stern. The man is a trained rower and
takes short, quick strokes. But suddenly
one of the oars breaks off. Now what will
they do? The boat drifts fast with the current down the river. Will they also float
away, like Kåre did on the log?

Translated into English by Alexander Knud Huntrods • Illustrated by Jens R. Nilssen

AW.Ulvestad3VolSet.10May2012_Layout 1 5/10/12 11:53 PM Page 1

Vangsgutane bilingual book available for $19.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com
Norwegians in America,
their History and Record:

A translated version of the 1907 and 1913 Nordmændene i Amerika, deres Historie og Rekord

Written by Martin Ulvestad
Volume 1 — 480 pages, 7”x10” book:
• Pioneer sagas, maps & immigration
• USA (41 states, 500 counties) & Canada
• = $29.95 (years 1825-1907, available now)
Volume 2 — 640 pages, 7”x10” book:
• 25,000 pioneers by 1,700 locations in Norway
• Norwegians in American Wars incl. Civil War
• = $34.95 (years 1825-1907, available now)
Volume 3 — 704 pages, 7”x10” book:
• GENEALOGY—GENEALOGY—GENEALOGY
• Thousands biographical sketches, last name
• Where emigrated from, year, where to
• = $39.95 (1825-1913, shipping June 2012)
Call — send a check —or order
3 volume set from website
Astri My Astri Publishing
www.astrimyastri.com
Deb Nelson Gourley
Phone: 563-568-6229
602 3rd Ave SW, Waukon, IA 52172
gourleydeb@gmail.com

Norway.com

Royal Norwegian Consulates
in North America

Sons of NOrway
Cleng Peerson #1-645

Louisiana

Organization of the Week
Austin, Texas

For more information, contact
President Erik Svenkerud
Phone: (512) 287-9153
Email: svenkerud@pol.net
http://www.clengpeerson.org
For the full list of organizations,
visit noram.norway.com/organizations

Honorary Consul
James M. Baldwin Jr.

Royal Norwegian Consulate
305 Baronne St., Suite 750
New Orleans, LA 70115
Phone: (504) 588-2983
E-mail: j.baldwin@sailsla.com
or b.keiser@sailsla.com
For a listing of all consulates,
visit noram.norway.com/organizations

norwegian american weekly

Childhood lived in fear
Ragnar Morken remembers his early childhood
years during the German occupation of the war
Ragnar Morken
Ames, Iowa

My name is Ragnar Morken, and I was
born Feb. 1, 1939, at Morken, Manger on the
island of Radøy. In 1956, my family decided
to move to America. We boarded a ship,
eventually settled down in Ames, Iowa. My
oldest brother and sister stayed back in Norway, where they live today.
When the war started in Norway, I was
barely one year old. My first recollection of
this time period was when I was three or four
years old.
My dad, Ragnvald Morken, was in the
National Guard. After his time in the service,
he was required to do two or three weeks of
service per year. In March 1940, my dad
went in to do his service early before springtime would arrive and the farm work would
really begin. Little did he know the Germans
would come in and invade Norway. On April
9, my dad was stationed as an artilleryman
at Kvarven Festning (fort), just outside of
Bergen, when the Germans first arrived. The
Germans entered in the middle of the night,
hoping that the Norwegians would think they
were allies and let them in. My dad wasn’t
sure of their honesty, so he told his fellow
soldiers that they must make sure who these
people were. The Norwegians then proceeded to fire a warning shot in front of the warship, requiring them to stop and be checked.
After that shot was fired, all hell broke loose!
The Germans started firing back with their
big cannons and guns.
Since Norway was a neutral country,
their military capabilities were very minimal
compared to the Germans. After about three
or four hours in battle, the fighting at Kvarven
ended, and about 10 Norwegian troops had
been killed. The German warships proceeded to move right on into Bergen. There were
several thousand German troops, including
all of their military hardware, trucks, guns,
ships, planes, and more. Many Norwegian
men, including my dad, were taken prisoner.
After five weeks in captivity, the Germans decided to release the Norwegian men
who owned farms and had families back
home. This decision was made because the
Germans knew that if these Norwegians
went back home, they could gather up and
take some of the food and supplies for their
own German troops. The single men were
then sent to Germany to become slave workers until the war was over. Many of them
never made it back to Norway.
The Germans occupied Norway for five
long years! It was a very difficult time. Times
were very tough, especially since recently
coming out of the depression. What little we
had on the farm, the Germans demanded 15
or 20 percent for their own troops. Potatoes,
eggs, fish and milk were all taken.
The Germans were always looking over
our shoulders! We couldn’t go anywhere
without them knowing where we were going or what we were doing. All adults had
to have a “pass” on them at all times. If you
were caught without it, you were arrested
immediately.
Jonsok Bal was a tradition held every
year. We used to climb up the mountain to
cut juniper trees, branches and shrubs the
month leading up to June 23. In the spring

of 1940, my oldest brother and sister, Kasper
and Aud, went with about 25 other kids from
Morken who were old enough to gather the
junipers. The Germans had already begun to
occupy Norway, so no one knew what would
happen of our yearly celebration.
June 23 had finally arrived! All of the
kids gathered together for the yearly trek up
the mountain. Cookies and soda would be
consumed around the fire to celebrate the
midsummer fest. Everyone was having a
great time.
Across the fjord, on Herla, the Germans
had taken over the only airport. Bergen didn’t
even have one. They had many planes that
would leave every day to bomb somewhere
on the map. It was around 10 or 11 p.m., and
our bonfire was very big. All of the kids were
singing and eating, until they heard the roar
of plane engines.
German planes were flying straight at
us, very low over the fjord. Once they got
into range, they started shooting at the top
of our mountain. The kids started screaming and running down the hill as fast as they
could, heading for home. The planes ended
up killing a horse and some sheep. We believe they must have thought we were the
resisting force trying to send some sort of
signal to our allies. The bonfires would now
be banned for years to come.
I had an aunt and uncle that lived in Bergen, on Laksevåg bay. One day the English
planes came in to bomb the German ships
that were anchored at the shipyard. The
planes came over the mountain and down the
hill, bombing as they got closer. Sadly, they
hit a school where my cousin, Edel, attended.
Over 60 students were killed. Luckily, Edel
heard the planes coming and ran home as fast
as she could. This action probably saved her
life.
The German blockade was everywhere,
including land and sea. I remember one day I
was going to Bergen with my mom to deliver
some milk and potatoes to my two aunts, who
lived in Bergen. It took us about three hours
on the old steamboat, Varden, as we stopped
about five different places along the way.
The Germans had blocked the waters around
the islands with a mine belt. Every boat had
to be stopped and checked. Germans were
everywhere, and I was always very scared.
I didn’t dare look them in their eyes. I just
looked down and held onto my mom as hard
as I could. I found out later that the school
kids called them “The Green Devils!” We
had to be very careful to not let them hear us
say things like that!
I remember being at my neighbor, Per’s,
house one day. As it stared getting dark, I
became very scared to go home. I was so
frightened that a truck load of German soldiers would drive by and take me, never to
be seen again, that I ran all the way home as
fast as I could! Living in fear became a way
of life for my family for quite a few years. It
sure was a tough way to grow up.
I don’t really remember much from that
terrible time, but what I do remember, and
what was told to me, will stay in my memo-

See > childhood, page 15
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Sports

Upset with Solskjær

Sponsors get frustrated with Molde coach

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
res u lts
5/16

Odd Grenland 2 – 2

Sandnes Ulf

5/16

Brann

5–0

Sogndal

5/19

Fredrikstad

2–3

Strømsgodset

5/20

Hønefoss

1–0

Vålerenga

5/20

Ålesund

2–0

Brann

5/20

Tromsø

5–1

Viking

5/20

Sandnes Ulf

0–2

Molde

5/20

Lillestrøm

1–0

Sogndal

5/20

Stabæk

0–2

Haugesund

5/20

Rosenborg

0–0

Odd Grenland

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com

S tandin g s
Tippeligaen		
PLD

1. Strømsgodset IF
2. Molde FK		
3. FK Haugesund		
4. Tromsø IL		
5. Rosenborg BK		
6. Hønefoss BK		
7. Odd Grenland		
8. Ålesunds FK 		
9. Vålerenga Fotball
10. Sandnes Ulf		
11. Sogndal IL Fotball
12. Viking FK		
13. SK Brann		
14. Lillestrøm SK
15. Fredrikstad FK
16. Stabæk Fotball

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
9
10
10
10
10
10
10
9

PTS

22
21
18
17
16
13
13
13
13
13
12
11
10
10
6
1

< nato

strategy from Afghanistan, which now appears to be approaching the end of over 10
years of bloody conflict.
advising Afghan security forces,” said Prime
But Norway’s Prime Minister does not
Minister Jens Stoltenberg to the attending
fear a domino effect of countries that want to
journalists during a dinner in Chicago on
pull out of the war-torn country, even though
May 21.
France announced that they will pull their
Norway has already agreed to increase
forces out early in the course of the year.
its contribution from NOK 100 million to
Plans call for NATO to have pulled out
150 million, and Stoltenberg had a schedtheir troops by the end of 2014, but the alliuled meeting with Afghan President Hamid
ance will continue to have representatives in
Karzai at the time of press.
the country.
“The theme of the meeting is how to
According to Stoltenberg, those counconduct an orderly retreat and replace comtries that wish to participate in the future and
bat troops with the new project, so that Afwant to help to promote stability and security
ghanistan can ensure their own safety,” said
in Afghanistan should be able to.
Stoltenberg, while being aware that Norway
It is not yet clear which countries are inand NATO will be required to continue their
volved, but Norway will be among the NATO
support of Afghanistan.
countries that will participate in an operation
“The corruption in the country must be
that will provide training and counseling
fought and the slow the progress of multiple
rather than combat forces.
projects must be improved. We are going to
“There is apparently a U.N. blessing of
ask this as a requirement for us to continue to
this operation, and I think many countries are
conduct a further mission after 2014,” says
interested in participating here in one form
Stoltenberg.
or another,” says Minister of Defense Espen
The talks in Chicago dealt withFull
theService
exit Agency With Experienced
Barth Eide, who was also in Chicago.
From page 3
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Norwegian soccer legend Ole Gunnar Solskjær has coached Molde FK since 2010, and led them to
their first-ever league trophy in 2011.

Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

The 39-year-old Molde coach Ole Gunnar Solskjær is a potential new manager in
the Premier league club Aston Villa and he is
most likely at the top of the club's wish list.
This is partly due to his age, football philosophy and history of Manchester United.
Molde's investors and executives, however, were enraged after Solskjær went to
Birmingham for informal talks with the club
management. Investor Kjell Inge Røkke in
a press release confirmed his dissatisfaction
with Solskjær’s Villa talks and said that his
company Aker withdraws sponsorship support to Molde after this season and the club
is likely to miss an amount of NOK 25 million (USD 4.2 million). Businessman Bjørn
Rune Gjelsten has injected money into the
bank account of Molde Football Club since
the late 1990s. Last year it was rumored

< Gold

From page 1

in Orsa, Sweden, when he came first in the
Long Distance race.
The Norwegian won 1.05 min ahead of
Swiss runner Matthias Mertz.

< Childhood
From page 14

ry for the rest of my life. It was a miracle
that my parents, Ragnvald and Minnie, my
siblings Kasper, Aud, Elsa, Edna, Knut and
myself all survived the German invasion of
Norway.
I now have four grown children and
twelve grandchildren of my own. I am
very thankful that they have never had to
live through anything like what we went
through back in Norway!
Ed. Note: Due to the high quality of
submissions we have received of World War
II memories from Norway, we will continue
to print these stories through June.

that he asked for NOK 20 million (USD 3.4
million) available for player transfers after
Solskjær came on as a coach. Gjelsten said
to the Norwegian newspaper VG: “I would
not have contributed if I knew that Solskjær
would disappear after only one year.” Solskjær himself will not clearly state that he
is leaving Molde in favor of Aston Villa if
the Premier League club comes with an offer, but he has never hidden the fact that he
has a dream to become manager of a Premier
League club. However, Solskjær and Molde
completed a dramatic weekend with 2 – 0
win over Sandnes Ulf and climes to second
on the chart one point behind Strømsgodset
on top. Perhaps Ole Gunnar Solskjær led the
Romsdal’s club from the bench for the last
time on May 20.

Lundanes (24), who is the long distance
world champion of 2010, also won the middle distance race on May 17. He led from
start to finish and won the competition with
1.19 minutes’ marginal to defending European Champion Valentin Novikov, Russia.
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Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
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store, or if
you’re in the area, visit our
shop in Waupaca, Wisconsin!

NEW! Birkebeiner print
9.75x12” + generous border

Bergslien’s famous 1869 Norwegian painting of “Birchlegs” ski rescue
• full-color, fade-proof
• quality paper
• FREE shipping in
sturdy mailing tube to
US 48 states
• $15 each, USD only;
VISA/MasterCard

Order from
NORWAY ART
1455 West Lake St, B-20
Minneapolis, MN 55408
call 612.339.7829 or 612.871.2236, or
email: mjtmn@aol.com
Why not order now for shipment to your home or business
and have this beautiful art waiting for you there?!

SWEATERS — COLLECTIBLES — ROSEMALING — FISHERMEN’S CAPS — BOOKS — AND MORE!

Visit us online at www.thetrollscove.com

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

TRAVEL IN
STYLE
YOUR STYLE
BUSINESS, ECONOMY EXTRA OR ECONOMY

Use your
smart phone
to visit our site.

Book now at flysas.com/us

Not for Profit Retirement
& Assisted Living
Community serving
Seattle for over 50 years!
• Spectacular views of the
Olympic Mountains, Puget
Sound, and Ballard
• Monthly Rentals
• NO EXTRA FEES!

Quality •

Reputation •

location

5311 phinney avenue north • Seattle, Wa 98103
206-781-7400 • www.norsehome.org

