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A window into food culture
In photos: Takk for Maten
author Whitney Love
takes us on Food Safari in
the tasty and picturesque
town of Røros

Locally made gom, which is caramelized whey. A cousin to brown cheese,
this local specialty was served alongside lemse (not exactly lefse) and coffee in wildlife-decorated china.
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Whitney Love

Stavanger, Norway
Røros, Norway, has long been on the
foodie map for chefs and food enthusiasts
throughout Europe and the world. The
local food culture has become so sought
after that the local tourist office now organizes intimate group tours (simply called
“food safaris”) around the local area to
check out the culinary highlights and food
history in the Røros region. Most tours
are four to five hours in duration and all
tours offer food sampling and foodstuffs

See > Røros, page 8
Photos by Whitney Love

Basic cooking utensils from throughout Ærverdige Skottgården’s history as a farm.

$2.00 per copy
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Nyheter
Oslo er blant verdens ti mest
millionærtette byer

Hvor i verden er det mest sannsynlig at den neste personen du møter
er millionær? Oslo er med på listen
over de ti byene som har høyest andel
dollarmillionærer. 2,9 prosent av innbyggerne i hovedstaden har en nettoformue på minst én million dollar —
uten at primærboligen er regnet med
— skriver det amerikanske magasinet
Forbes og viser til en undersøkelse
konsulentfirmaet WealthInsight har
gjort sammen med et annet magasin,
Spears. Det gir Norge en syvendeplass
på listen over hvilke byer i verden som
har flest rikinger, et lite stykke bak
London (3,4 prosent) og så vidt foran
Singapore (2,8 prosent). Men selv de to
globale finanssentrene — og vår egen
beskjedne hovedstad — må se seg slått
langt ned i støvlene av verdens fremste
millionærbyer. Det lille fyrstedømmet
Monaco topper listen med 29,2 prosent
dollarmillionærer, mer en ti ganger så
mange som Oslo.
(Aftenposten)

Arendal først ut med tiggeforbud

Arendal kommune blir første kommune som innfører tiggeforbud. Vedtaket ble gjort med 21 mot 18 stemmer
i bystyret. Politikerne har vedtatt at
tigging på offentlig sted eller fra hus er
forbudt, selv om det i sommer har vært
færre tiggere i Arendal, melder NRK.
Bystyret har tidligere vedtatt at det
skulle innføre forbud når det ble lovlig. — Vi vil ikke legge til rette for den
kriminelle virksomheten som kommer
i kjølvannet av tigging. Dessuten er
det ikke positivt for tiggerne, de låses
inne i en håpløs situasjon, sa Torbjørn
Nilsen (Frp). Atle Svendal (Ap) stemte
mot forbudet. — Det er utrolig å høre
at et forbud er til beste for tiggerne,
når vi hører hvordan de har det. Tiggerne er mennesker og det må betraktes som en menneskerett å sette fram
en kopp. Vil vi forby en atferd, en type
levemåte, ville han vite.
(VG)

Aschehougprisen til Geir Gulliksen

Forfatter Geir Gulliksen (51) ble tildelt Aschehougprisen under forlagets
årlige hagefest i Oslo. Årets prisvinner
skriver setninger som får verden til å
åpne seg, mener forlaget. «Gulliksen
skriver fengende og forførende, med
en blanding av alvor og livsappetitt
som minner oss om en tilstand av forelskelse. Forfatterskapet er sterkt vanedannende, noe en voksende skare av
lesere for lengst har oppdaget», ifølge
forlaget. Geir Gulliksen debuterte 22
år gammel på Aschehoug forlag med
en bok som fikk sjangerbetegnelsen
«Tekstnett». De tre seneste romanene
hans er Tjuendedagen (2009), Forenkling (2010) og Bøyde knær (2012).
Aschehougprisen tildeles norske forfattere som en ærespris uten hensyn til
hvilket forlag de er knyttet til. Prisen
er på 100.000 kroner. Årets jury besto
av Silje Bekeng, Astrid Fosvold, KjellRichard Landaasen og Henrik Keyser
Pedersen.
(Aftenposten)

Nyheter fra Norge
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Gutter kan ha funnet sjeldent vikinganker
Da Brage og Oliver holdt
på å lage en sykkelløype
ved Rustad skole i Ås fant
de et gammelt anker
NRK
Utenfor Kulturhistorisk museum står
Brage Wagelie Semner (10), Oliver Andresen Holten (10) og Martin Hvattum (9) og
tripper av forventning. Snart skal de få svar
på mysteriet de har forsøkt å løse i en uke.
Mysteriet begynte da Oliver, Brage og
Martin nærmest ramlet over gjenstanden,
som de tror at kan være et anker.
De tre syklet på terengsykkelbanen like
ved Rustad skole i Ås kommune i Akershus
da Martin skulle filme de andre mens de
syklet.
— Vi hadde litt flaks da vi fant det! For
jeg skulle løpe inne i skogen for å filme, og
så falt jeg, og ramlet på denne spissen. Vi
skjønte fort at det ikke var en stein, og at det
kunne være noe veldig gammelt, forklarer
han.
Oliver skjønte fort at gjenstanden de
hadde funnet var laget av jern.
Guttene brukte gjenstanden som en del
av sykkelbanen, og tenkte ikke videre over at
de kunne ha funnet et sjeldent anker. Senere
tok Brage med seg mormoren sin tilbake til
stedet for å vise henne det merkverdige funnet.
Hun skjønte med en gang at dette ikke
var en vanlig jernhakke og gjenstanden fikk

Foto: Andreas Sundby / NRK
Gutta følger spent med når professor Jan Bill forteller om sine teorier om ankeret.

bli med hjem.
Etter å ha søkt på nettet forstod hun at
ankeret kunne være sjeldent og tok kontakt
med en Kulturhistorisk museum.
Etter å ha sett på bilder av ankeret mente
professorer ved museet at ankeret kan være
et svært sjeldent funn, som bare er gjort noen
få ganger tidligere i Skandinavia. Derfor ba
de guttene komme med den gamle gjenstanden så de kunne finne ut av hva 10-åringene
faktisk hadde funnet.
— Vi har forberedt dem på at det kanskje ikke er et gammelt anker. Vi har hatt det

gøy og det at vi har fått professorene til å
se på bilder og kart har vært morsomt, sier
Christina Semner.
For å være helt sikker har han derfor
bedt en konservator se på ankeret. Derfor
må guttene vente to til tre uker før de får
svar. Professoren tror ankeret er fra enten vikingtiden, middelalderen eller tidligere.
English Synopsis: Three boys found an old iron anchor while riding their bikes in Ås. Professors at the
Kulturhistorisk museum are investigating the object
to determine if it is an ancient Viking anchor.

Domstolene
Elever vil ha ekstraundervisning
bruker for lang tid Skoleelevene som nå
Ingen av landets seks lagmannsretter når målet om
at straffesaker skal behandles innen tre måneder

står uten undervisningstimer frykter streiken
skal gå ut over
karakterer og eksamen

VG

NRK

Det liker hverken den politiske ledelse
eller domstolsledelsen.
— Domstolene ble tilført 15 millioner
kroner i budsjettet for inneværende år. Da er
det er Domstoladministrasjonens ansvar å
fordele midlene slik at de nyttes mest mulig effektivt opp mot de mål som er satt, sier
statssekretær Vidar Brein-Karlsen i Justisdepartementet.
Mens sorenskriver — og samtidig riksmegler — Nils Dalseide i Sør-Østerdal tingrett bare bruker 1,1 måneder på å få unna
sakene tar det mer enn fire ganger så lang tid
på Øvre Romerike (4,9 måneder).
Fungerende sorenskriver Tom Vik forklarer det slik:
— Vi har slitt med restanser siden 2010
da antall saker hopet seg opp hos oss, samtidig som vi hadde for liten kapasitet til å ta
dem unna. Men vi er nå i ferd med å jobbe
oss ned og pr. i dag er det meget få saker som
ligger uberammet hos oss.
Et av de konkrete tiltakene som er
iverksatt på Øvre Romerike er at den nye
dommerfullmektigen starter sitt virke tre
måneder før tiden, slik at han i denne perioden kan overlappe med den som fratrer.
English Synopsis: The political and judicial leaders
believe the courts are taking too long to reach decisions. None of the Appellate courts acheived the goal
of handling criminal cases within three months.

Leder av elevorganisasjonen i Rogaland
frykter for eksamenskarakterer og videre utdanning, derfor krever organisasjonen å få
igjen de tapte timene når streiker er over.
— Kommunene har spart veldig mye
penger på at lærerne streiker, og dette er
penger som tilhører elevene, og det burde
gå tilbake til elevene, sier Marcus Nitschke,
leder i Elevorganisasjonen Rogaland.
Lærerstreiken er inne i sin tredje uke i
Rogaland.
I mellomtiden sitter førsteklassingene
på St. Olav videregående på biblioteket i
Stavanger og løser oppgaver i naturfag på
egen hånd. Timeplanene på skolen deres er
full av hull, og etter to streikeuker har elevene gått glipp av flere titalls undervisningstimer.
— Det er begrenset hvor mye vi klarer
å gjøre selv, for når vi sitter fast på noe og
trenger hjelp er det ikke alltid medelevene
kan hjelpe oss, sier Astrid Tau Ursin, som
går på St. Olav videregående.
I dag var det matte på timeplanen på
Randaberg videregående, men fra tirsdag i
neste uke blir også disse elevene berørte av
arbeidskonflikten når streiken blir trappa
opp.
— Jeg kommer til å gjøre en del lekser, det vil jeg anbefale andre elever å gjøre
også. Skal man få til eksamen er man nødt til
å gjøre skolearbeid uavhengig om læreren er

Foto: Tulane Public Relations /
Wikimedia Commons
Elever velger å studerer mens sine lærer streiker.

til stede eller ikke, sier Nitschke.
Den lokale streikelederen gleder seg
over at elevene jobber med skolearbeid, selv
om læreren er i streik. Hun er opptatt av at
elevene skal klare å hente inn det de har gått
glipp av når skolen er i gang igjen.
— Det har vært oppe til diskusjon hos
oss, for det er klart at vi må tenke strategi
i forlengelsen av dette, så det må partene
bli enige om lokalt når streiken er over, sier
Gunn Reidun Tednes Åserød, leder i Utdanningsforbundet i Rogaland.
Elevorganisasjonens Marcus Nitschke
er klar i sin tale til de streikende lærerne.
— Bli ferdige, og gi oss undervisningen
tilbake igjen, sier han.
English Synopsis: Students are worried that the ongoing teacher strike will harm their grades and test
scores. Students in Stavanger have decided to meet
in the library and study their subjects on their own.
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News

New UN adviser on Cyprus
Norwegian Espen Barth
Eide appointed special
UN adviser on Cyprus,
replacing Alexander
Downer of Australia

Norway’s adviser
embezzled East
Timor funds
Convicted scammer hired
by Norway is accused of
$3.5 million in new fraud

Norway Post / NRK

Norway Post / Aftenposten

United Nations Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon has appointed Norwegian diplomat Espen Barth Eide as his new Special
Adviser on Cyprus.
Eide will assume the position formerly
held by Alexander Downer of Australia,
who stepped down as Special Adviser in
April. The Secretary-General expresses his
gratitude to Lisa Buttenheim of the United
States, his Special Representative and Head
of Mission, United Nations Peacekeeping
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP), for serving as
Acting Special Adviser since Downer’s departure.
Eide (50) is a seasoned diplomat who
brings to the position a deep understanding of peace processes and peacemaking.
Eide was previously Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Norway from 2012 to 2013, and
also served in other senior positions during
his 10 years in the Norwegian Government,
including as Minister for Defense from 2011
to 2012.
He was a Senior Researcher and Research Director at the Norwegian Institute

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is investigating how Norway could employ a
convicted scammer as one of its economic
advisers to East Timor. Bobby Boye, a notorious scammer from Nigeria, was hired by
the Norwegian Ministry of Finance and sent
to East Timor to help the country secure tax
income from oil and gas resources.
“Everybody can make mistakes. We understand that, as long as one takes responsibility for the mistake, and implements the necessary measures,” says a highly regarded but
unnamed source in East Timor’s government.
Boye is currently under house arrest
in New Jersey, charged with fraud of $3.51
million against East Timor. He has pleaded
non-guilty.
The Finance Department has apologized
that they did not run a sufficiently thorough
background check before Boye was hired.
East Timor is one of the world’s newest countries, founded in 2002 after years
of war and Indonesian occupation. “We are

EU: Time to
stand up for
liberal society
Letter from Minister
of EEA and EU Affairs
Vidar Helgesen to
Financial Times

Photo: Joon Grane Hetland /
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Then-Minister of Foreign Affairs Espen Barth
Eide listens while at a diplomating meeting in
May of 2011.

of International Affairs, specializing in
peacekeeping, peace building, and regional
and global security issues. He has also been
involved in a series of important United
Nations-initiated best practices and reform
processes.
Eide currently serves as Managing Director and Member of the Managing Board
of the World Economic Forum in Geneva.

See > fraud, page 6

5000 joined Oslo antiterror demonstrations
Young Muslims speak out against radical Islam

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Former German Chancellor Helmut
Kohl once said that it was in Hungary that
the first stone was removed from the Berlin
Wall. This month marks 25 years since Hungary opened its borders to the West and set
the reunification of Europe in motion.
Today, Hungary’s Government is turning its back on the West. In a recent speech,
Prime Minister Victor Orban said he wants
to build a “spiritual Iron Dome” against foreign influence, break with the dogmas and
ideologies accepted in Western Europe, and
instead establish an illiberal state. Liberal
democratic states, he claimed, cannot remain globally competitive. The very week
that the European Union was discussing
sanctions against Russia for its violations of
Ukrainian sovereignty, Orban held up Russia as a success story.
Hungary’s journey towards becoming
an illiberal state is already well under way.
Since coming to power in 2010, the Hungarian Government has replaced heads of the

See > letter, page 6
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This week in brief
Teachers’ strike is over

The two sides involved in the strike by
around 9,000 teachers have reached an
agreement ending the two-week-long
strike. This was announced at a press
conference Monday morning, September 1. The agreement has been recommended by the union negotiators and
will now be sent to union members for
a national ballot.
This means that more than
100,000 students affected by the strike
will now be able to go back to school,
probably as soon as Tuesday.
Should the recommended agreement be turned down in the national
ballot, the 9,000 teachers will again be
called out on strike.
The two sides have agreed that the
present agreement on working hours
will be extended for another year, and
that local negotiations will continue
to finalize an agreement on working
hours.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Refugees rescued by Norwegian
ships

Norwegian ships have rescued more
than 1,000 refugees in the Mediterranean in July and August, NRK reports.
Most of the refugees come from countries in East Africa and the Middle
East, often via human trafficking in
Libya.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Two Norwegians have leading roles
in the IS

Norwegian security authorities confirm that two Norwegians have commanding positions in the terrorist organization Islamic State (IS).
One of the Norwegians is Bastian
Vasquez from Skien, a municipality in
Telemark County. Vasquez appeared
in an IS propaganda video earlier this
year. The other one is a Norwegian of
African descent who lived in Bærum
just outside of Oslo, before he traveled
to Syria in December 2012. The two
both receive orders directly from Head
of the IS, Abu Bakr-al Baghdadi, NRK
reports.
According to the Security Police,
more than 50 Norwegians have travelled to Syria to fight. Twenty of them
have returned to Norway, whereas another ten have been killed fighting for
the IS.
(Norway Post / Aftenposten)

Strike in the commodity trade

Thousands of people came together in Oslo to protest IS.

Norway Post / NRK / Aftenposten
Around 5,000 people joined the demonstrations in downtown Oslo Monday evening, August 25, protesting against Islamic
State (IS) and its reported brutality against
civilians in Northern Iraq, as well as IS supporters in Norway.
The march was led by Muslim and
Christian leaders, members of Parliament,
and politicians from all political parties.
The initiative to the march came from
young Muslims in Norway, who wanted to

Photo: The Oslo Times

protest against what they see as the misuse
of Islam by IS and others, who claim they are
acting in the name of Islam, and also against
radical groups in Norway, like Profetens
Ummah, who have defended IS operations.
The Islamic Council of Norway (IRN)
supported the demonstration, and several
congregations had encouraged its members
to participate. Prime Minister Erna Solberg
was among many political and religious
leaders who made an appeal.
The protest parade ended up in front of
the Parliament Building (Stortinget).

There is a strike in the commodity
trade in Norway from Saturday morning, August 30, after the unions failed
to reach a new wage agreement with
the Confederation of Norwegian Business and Industry (NHO).
As a first step the unions have
called out 208 members employed in
bakery outlets, builders’ shops, and
flowershops.
The two sides met at the National
Arbitrator’s Office on Thursday, but
failed to reach agreement.
(NRK)
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Business News & Notes
Norwegians show record-strong confidence reason is that Norwegians have relatively
high mortages, and we use our spending
in personal economy
Norwegians have not had this much faith
in their personal economy in more than 20
years. “People’s faith in their personal economy is record-strong,” says CEO of Finance
Norway, Idar Kreutzer.
The expectation survey, a cooperation
between TNS Gallup and Finance Norway,
measures Norwegians’ confidence in their
personal and national economy each quarter.
“We can look back on several years
with a strong growth in Norwegians’ disposable income, and projections for the future
are positive. Low interest rates, wage settlements that result in an increase in real wages,
and higher property prices all make the confidence people have in their own personal
economy realistic,” says Kreutzer.
However, even though people show
strong faith in their economy, the survey also
shows that more people plan to save money.
According to Kreutzer, Norwegians willingness to save is currently at its highest since
1994. Statistics Norway reports that Norwegians save ten percent of their disposable
income.
Kreutzer points to three possible reasons
why people choose to save more: “When
we achieve more financial freedom we like
to save them for a time when we may need
them. There is also uncertainty in the international economy that people hear about, as
well as high unemployment. And the third

(Sept. 1, 2014)

6.1930
5.740
6.9989
1.0867
0.7617

power to downsize our debt. After all, this is
a healthy adjustment,” Kreutzer concludes.
Around 1,000 individuals were interviewed in the survey.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Oil & Gas: The Gudrun platform opened

Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg
has officially opened the Gudrun platform
in the North Sea. This is the first new
Statoil-operated platform on the Norwegian
continental shelf (NCS) since Kristin in
2005. Gudrun is the first in a long line of new
field developments operated by Statoil, and
therefore it represents a new era on the NCS.
The next in line is Valemon, which is
scheduled for start-up later this year. Gina
Krog and Johan Sverdrup on the Utsira High
are next in the North Sea.
Statoil also has Aasta Hansteen and
Johan Castberg to come in northern Norway.
Johan Sverdrup alone will ensure value
creation for another 40-50 years from the
NCS.
Statoil says in a press release that
Gudrun is the result of a global development
strategy. The topside was provided by Aibel
with sub-supplies from Thailand, Poland,
and from Haugesund in Western Norway.
The helideck was constructed in China.
(Statoil)

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		
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Winners

Name

NOK

Repant
Avocet Mining
Weifa
Sevan Drilling
Goodtech

Change

1.55 10.71%
0.81 5.19%
0.83 5.06%
2.95 4.61%
13.50 4.25%

NOK

Change

NTS
18.00 -10.00%
Hexagon Composites 29.20 -9.32%
Domstein
10.00 -7.83%
Norwegian Energy Co. 0.13 -7.14%
Oceanteam Shipping
5.40 -6.09%

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.
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LIFE CHANGES

Your INsurANce NeeDs Do, Too.
Life is filled with special moments and
major events that can change your insurance
needs. Make sure your family and
your dreams are still protected.
schedule a free Insurance checkup today.
Learn more at Thrivent.com/na.

INSURANCE cHecKuP
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Thrivent Financial representatives are licensed
insurance agents/producers of Thrivent. For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836 •
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Celerway unlocks the
Internet’s potential
This promising software enables devices to use any
and all networks available without interruption

Photo: Celerway.com

Internet so fast you can barely keep up with it!

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Faster, more powerful and reliable internet made easy and affordable. Utilize all
your available networks and operations simultaneously. This is the message from the
startup Celerway. The Norwegian company
was recently selected for Innovation Showcase 2014 by the Telecom Council in Silicon
Valley. This gives the startup the opportunity
to demonstrate their technology for most
major Telecom players, media, and investors. They have already been contacted by
venture capital funds.
One of the Council’s goals is to support innovation across the industry. They
are always scouting for ideas, products, and
services that may have a positive impact on
the telecom industry and the telecommunications consumer. They know that building
a young company in this industry can be a
long, expensive process. That is why they
have teamed up with several major industry
tradeshows to highlighting young, relevant
companies and products. This enables startups to participate in major tradeshows with
demo space and extra publicity in a conservative way that fits a resource-constrained
newcomer. Established telecom companies
spend a lot of time, energy, and resources
looking for these kinds of companies and innovations, so it makes sense to bring them
together at major tradeshows.
Celerway originated from a world-leading research lab, Simula Research Laboratory, located at the old airport in Oslo. The
software, solutions, and patents have been
developed in research projects since 2007.

The company was established in 2012. The
name is taken from the Latin word celer,
which means swift and easy. Hence, Celerway provides products and services making
the internet fast, reliable, and easy.
In many places, there are a multitude of
wireless networks available, such as WiFi
and mobile networks. However, most devices are only connected to one network at a
time, which under some circumstances may
lead to slower connections, or even disconnections, even though faster networks may
be available in the same area. Celerway’s
platform is capable of serving whichever of
the currently available networks is the fastest, and switches communication sessions
over to a faster network when one network
fails to perform. In situations in which one
network alone cannot provide the capacity
required, their platform aggregates capacity
of several networks to provide a better service experience.
Celerway is a good example of the innovative power you get when world-leading
researchers meet world-class business developers. This fall investors will be invited on
board so that sales, marketing, support, and
negotiations with the big suppliers can be accelerated.
Rasmus Falck is a strong
innovation and entrepreneurship advocate. The
author of “What do the
best do better” and “The
board of directors as a
resource in SME,” he received his masters degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He
currently lives in Oslo, Norway.

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com
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Norwegian bicyclist’s dream ends in crash
Deaf-blind cyclist Harald Vik has crossed 50 countries, but South Dakota will have to wait
Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

Norwegian bicyclist Harald Vik of
Drammen arrived Aug. 18 in Minneapolis all
smiles as he looked forward to his bicycle
trek from Brookings, S.D., to Lincoln, Neb.,
where he has family. But Vik is no ordinary
biker; he is 71 years old and deaf-blind.
On Aug. 20, Vik and his three traveling
companions, who not only interpret for him
but also guide, drove to Brookings, S.D.,
where Robb Rasmussen, a long-time Ski for
Light supporter and owner of Sioux River
Bicycles and Fitness, outfitted the team with
bicycles. The next day they were off on their
journey to Lincoln.
Vik enjoys experiencing his surroundings through his sense of smell and touch. He
usually knows what type of farm or animal
he is approaching, but some things he cannot detect, such as corn. “Corn has no smell,”
said Vik. “I rely on my guides to describe our
surroundings during our frequent breaks so I,
too, can enjoy the scenery.”
Friday’s journey was expected to be
an easy 70-mile jaunt from Sioux Falls to
Mitchell, S.D., home of the renowned Corn
Palace. It wasn’t to be. Three-and-a-half
miles from their hotel, Vik and his guide
were hit by a 70-year-old man driving a Jeep
and were rushed to Sanford Medical Center
in Sioux Falls.
Vik suffered fractures of the right femur
neck, left ankle, and several ribs. A femoral
neck fracture occurs just below the ball of
the hip joint disconnecting it from the rest of
the thigh bone (the femur). His guide, Torben
Løkås had only minor injuries; Vik underwent surgery. It is best to hear about Harald’s
experience in his own words:
“I actually don’t remember the collision.
I awakened in great pain. I was told that I
had a fracture in my right femur neck, and
had fractured several ribs as well as my left
ankle. The surgeon at Sanford told me that
my operation went very well, but there is a
possibility that in a few days I may have to
have a second operation on my ankle.
“I am in very good humor, but a bit

Photos: (left) Leslee Lane Hoyum,
(above) Robert Skarsbakk
Left: Harald Vik and guide/interpreter Ivar
Wigaard demonstrate tandem bike riding technique for guests at a reception in Harald Vik’s
honor at the home of Marit and Orlyn Kringstad,
Bloomington, Minn.
Above: Leslee Lane Hoyum and Harald Vik renew their friendship from Ski for Light and the
Ridderrenn, which are among the world’s largest cross-country skiing events with blind and
mobility-impaired individuals.

groggy, since they have given me some medication for the pain. It’s a bit too early to say
when I can travel home to Norway, but the
doctor says it will be several weeks.
“I believe things could be much worse,
but I am not worried about today and look
forward to becoming active again.”
There is no question that Harald Vik is a
remarkable man with great Viking spirit.
Vik was born deaf. He began losing his
sight at age 10 and became totally blind in
1985 due to a condition called Usher Syndrome, which narrows the peripheral vision
and causes night blindness. “I could have
just sat back and allowed myself to be passive and isolated in a world of darkness and
silence,” said Vik. “I chose sports as my way
out. I wanted people to realize that even
with a handicap like mine, it’s possible to
live a great life.” Since then, Vik has lived
life to the fullest. He has run the New York
Marathon 20 times, crossed 50 countries on

Sports News & Notes
Ice Hockey: Surprise win for Stavanger
Oilers

Norwegian ice hockey club Stavanger Oilers secured a surprise win in the Champions
Hockey League Saturday defeating Czech
club Ocelari Trinec 5-4 away. Period ressults: 1-1, 2-3, 1-1. Ocelari Trinec is among
Czech Republic’s top teams. “This is the
greatest experience I have had in Norwegian
club hockey,” said Ole Eskild Dahlstrøm to
TV2 after the match.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Cycling: New sprint victory for Kristoff

Norwegian biker Alexander Kristoff (Katutsja) sprinted to victory in the 247km Vattenfall Cyclassics Race in Hamburg on Sunday, August 24, his 14th win for the season.
Kristoff outsprinted Germany’s Marcel Kittel and Andre Greipel.
(Norway Post / Aftenposten)

Athletics: Hip operation spoils season
for Thorkildsen

Norwegian javelin ace Andreas Thorkildsen has to undergo an operation on his hip
which has given him trouble for some time,
and will need six to nine months of rehabilitation.Thorkildsen stopped competing this
season in July, and did not compete in the
European Championships 2014 in Zürich.
The operation means that he will be out most
of the 2015 season as well, NRK reports.
(NRK / Aftenposten)

Rosenborg defeats Viking for bronze

Rosenborg’s perfect first half laid the foundation for the 2-1 victory over Viking in
Stavanger and the bronze spot in the table.
Jørgen Skjelvik and Mike Jensen gave the
visitors a 2-0 score at halftime. ”Rosenborg’s
best game of the year,” said Steffen Iversen
in the TV studio during the break.
(NRK)

a tandem bike, and enjoyed cross-country
skiing. He is greatly admired at the U.S. Ski
for Light International program and the Norwegian Ridderrenn, two of the world’s largest cross-country ski events with blind and
mobility-impaired individuals.
At age 14 Vik met Helen Keller, America’s most famous deaf-blind activist, who
greatly influenced his life. He also is a role
model for his fellow countrymen, which
brought him recognition from His Majesty
King Harald V of Norway who decorated
him for his efforts to promote active lifestyles among disabled and non-disabled
Norwegians alike. Vik also received a blessing and rosary from Pope John Paul II after
he bicycled from Oslo to Rome.

Vik can be reached through Facebook.
So, “friend” him and follow this remarkable
man and his recovery at www.facebook.
com/harald.vik.3?fref=ts.
Update, Sept. 1: Harald Vik is doing remarkably well and doctors are allowing him to
leave for Norway in a few days where he will
continue with rigorous physical therapy.
Harald is upbeat and hasn’t lost his sense
of humor. Furthermore, he plans to participate in the New York Marathon in November, even if he has to use a wheelchair, and
expects to attend Ski For Light’s 40th anniversary in Colorado in February 2015. He
harbors no ill will against the man who hit
his bicycle.

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
r e s u lts
8/30

Sarpsborg 08

2 – 2 Odd

8/30

Aalesund

2 – 0 Strømsgodset

8/30

Bodø/Glimt

4 – 3 Vålerenga

8/31

Lillestrøm

2 – 0 Haugesund

8/31

Stabæk

1 – 1 Sandnes Ulf

8/31

Start

3 – 2 Sogndal

8/31

Viking

1 – 2 Rosenborg

8/31

Brann

0 – 1 Molde

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com

SOlie

S tandings
Tippeligaen		
PLD
1. Molde 		
22
2. Odd			22
3. Rosenborg		
22
4. Lillestrøm		
22
5. Strømsgodset		
22
6. Vålerenga 		
22
7. Viking		
22
8. Bodø/Glimt		
22
9. Stabæk		
22
10. Sarpsborg 08		
22
11. Start			22
12. Aalesund		
22
13. Haugesund		
22
14. Sogndal		
22
15. Brann		
22
16. Sandnes Ulf		
22

PTS
53
45
39
37
37
33
32
28
27
26
25
24
21
20
19
14
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On the EDGE

From page 3

judiciary and theatre and museum directors, tightened control over the media and
changed the country’s election rules.
This year, the Hungarian Government
has launched a crackdown on civil society. In
the speech mentioned above, Prime Minister
Orban attacked the Norwegian Government
for funding Hungarian NGOs, claiming we
are financing political activists to further our
own interests. Police action has since been
taken against the NGO fund supported by
Norway. Similar funds supported by Norway
exist in 15 other EU member states and are
valued by NGOs and governments alike.
Norway’s support to Hungary is part of
the €1.8 billion contribution made by the
EEA EFTA countries to social and economic
cohesion in Europe. Hungary is now violating the terms of the agreement for these
funds, most of which go to the Hungarian
Government. In response, we have suspended all payments to the Hungarian Government, while maintaining the NGO fund.
While not a member of the European
Union, Norway is closely integrated with the
EU and deeply committed to the values that
underpin European integration. These values
are now being challenged by the Hungarian
Government, a member state and a recipient
of massive funding from the EU. Given this
situation, I am puzzled and disappointed that
a response from the EU institutions has been
largely lacking. For decades, the EU has
been the strongest impetus for democratic
change and respect for human rights in Europe. As we approach the 25th anniversary
of the fall of the Berlin Wall, the EU should
demonstrate in no uncertain terms that it will
not accept the re-establishment of an illiberal
state within its borders.

< fraud

From page 3

fortunate to have significant petroleum resources, but unfortunately this motivates
oil companies, authorities, and individuals
to take advantage of us. We have to become
more proactive when it comes to whom we
accept help from,” the source in East Timor’s
government tells Aftenposten.
Meanwhile, the source adds that they are
grateful for everything Norway has done for
them. “Some countries take advantage of us,
but it doesn’t necessarily include Norway.”

norwegian american weekly

An opinion column about current issues in
Norway and the United States
Join the conversation!

Pizza and the meaning of life

Students and community members meet at San Jacinto Community College for pizza and deep thoughts.

David Moe

so we respect one another and give everyone
an opportunity to speak their minds without
judgment.
The college has over 1,000 veterans,
so they have a veteran’s resource center
on campus and several older veterans have
come to our discussion group and added a
lot to our conversations. The veterans have
asked for some counseling services, as they
do not have a chaplain at present. Many of
them are struggling with moral and religious
issues, like “Why was I permitted to live,
when so many of my friends were killed?” or
“How do I resolve my bombing of villages
that I knew had women and children?”
I give this college credit for having a
veteran’s resource center where they can
come and share their experiences, but I wish
more college campuses had more resources
for veterans, who are not only trying to adjust to civilian life, but are struggling with so
many moral and religious issues. They have
sacrificed so much for us; I believe we need
to make some sacrifices for them. When I got
out of the Navy and went back to college,
it was a big adjustment for me and I didn’t

Sun City, Calif.
“Pizza and the meaning of life” is an
outreach program at San Jacinto Community College in Menifee, California,
sponsored by Faith Lutheran Church of
Sun City, a program my wife and I have
participated in the past two years. Every
Friday from noon to 2:00 p.m., we bring
several pizzas to campus and conduct a
discussion group on life and death issues
for students. The group also includes
some elderly members of our church,
and the students seem to enjoy having us
older folks present.
San Jacinto is a two-year community
college with no dorms, so it is a commuter college where students have little
opportunity for interaction with other
students. This event gives them an opportunity to discuss issues with other
students and some older folks too, so we
develop a sense of community in which
bonds are established. We have students
with a variety of religious backgrounds,

Photo: David Moe

even come out of a combat environment,
so I can only imagine how difficult it is
for our modern-day veterans. Many of
these young men and women are not
physically wounded, but many are mentally wounded and these wounds may be
more difficult to heal. For example, many
of our “street people” today are veterans,
struggling to make an adjustment to civilian life. Even if you don’t agree with our
past government decisions, I hope you
don’t blame our veterans, who have done
what they have been asked to do.
David Moe was born in
Minnesota and graduated from the University of Minnesota, Morris in 1964 and received
his M.A. degree from
San Francisco State
University in 1975. He
spent four years in the Navy and 32 years in
the insurance business. He is married to his
wife, Thordis, and they have two daughters
and four grandchildren. They now live in
Sun City, California.

The opinions expressed by opinion writers featured in “On the Edge” are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those views is not
an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions, and complaints about the opinions expressed by the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor.

Enjoy Norway all year long.
Keep up with Norway and
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To Hell and back
Dear Editor,
We very much enjoyed David Nikel’s
article “To Hell and back.”
While serving as a cadet at the Army Officers School outside Bergen, we trained for
how to load and secure heavy military equipment (tanks, trucks, etc.) on railroad flatcars
at Paradis station not far away.
It was possible to purchase a train ticket
from Paradis to Hell, but I was waiting for
an opportunity to purchase one for the more
advantageous direction, from Hell to Paradis. I was in Trondheim with my grandson
in 2012, but it slipped my mind to make the
appropriate arrangements.

Paradis

Dear Eric,
The real question is: is Paradis all it’s
cracked up to be? We’ve had some pretty
compelling evidence from David Nikel that
one could do worse than to go to Hell. I’m
wondering if the converse is also true.
And for more on Hell, see our Photo
(Postcard) of the Week, sent in by Roar Irgens: a view of Hell so sublime that a black
and white newspaper page could do it no
justice.
Sincerely,
Editor

Han Ola og Han Per

emily@na-weekly.com

Copy Editor
Harry Svenkerud

naw@na-weekly.com

Advertising
Evan Deam

evan@na-weekly.com

Subscriptions
John Erik Stacy

john.erik.stacy@na-weekly.com

Editorial Assistant
Molly Jones

molly@na-weekly.com

Contributors

Very truly yours,
Eric
Reston, Va.

Hell

Editor-in-chief
Emily C. Skaftun

Norwegian færing

Correction

Dear Editor,
We had a really good time at ScanFest.
A lot of people came to see the færing because of your coverage. One lady told me
she had never been to ScanFest before, but
she had to come to see the boat after reading
about it in Norwegian American Weekly. She
was trying to talk her son and husband into
building one. Another man came on behalf of
a friend who had read about the færing in the
“Norwegian paper” but could not come. He
sent his friend to take pictures.
I saw in the latest issue a nice letter on
the færing. When we get closer to rigging the
boat for sailing we may need to tap into the
writer’s experiences.

Dear Friends,
Correction please: Daughters of Norway
Anna K, not Anne K. Thank you.
Thank you for your news—well done,
easy reading, colorful too.

All the best,
John Lunde
Washington, N.J.
Dear John,
Thank you again for sharing this journey with us. It looks great!
Photo above is courtesy of John Lunde.
Sincerely,
Editor

Best Regards,
Borghild
Member, Anna K
San Francisco
Dear Borghild,
Thank you for the kind words!
I’m sorry for getting the name of your
lodge wrong. I can’t for the life of me figure
out in what issue or story that happened, but
I believe that it did. Please accept my apology. Accuracy is tough to achieve, but it is
our goal.
Sincerely,
Editor

Larrie Wanberg		
Grand Forks, N.D.
Lina Aas-Helseth
Gran Canaria, Canary Islands
Patricia Barry	Hopewell Junction, N.Y.
Melinda Bargreen		
Everett, Wash.
Carla Danziger		
McLean, Va.
Daughters of Norway Members
Various
Gary G. Erickson		
Sunburg, Minn.
Rasmus Falck		Oslo, Norway
Marit Fosse		Geneva, Switzerland
Judith Gabriel Vinje		
Los Angeles, Calif.
Sunny Gandara
Beacon, N.Y.
Shelby Gilje
Seattle, Wash.
Line Grundstad Hanke
Seattle, Wash.
Heidi Håvan Grosch		
Sparbu, Norway
Victoria Hofmo		
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Leslee Lane Hoyum		Rockford, Minn.
Inger-Torill Kirkeby		
Miami, Fla.
Scott Larsen
New Westminster, B.C.
Thor A. Larsen		
Fishkill, N.Y.
Whitney Love
Stavanger, Norway
Christine Foster Meloni
Washington, D.C.
Roy Jorgensen	Hopewell Junction, N.Y
Jerry Larson		
Zimmerman, Minn.
Richard Londgren
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Donald V. Mehus		
New York, N.Y.
David Moe		
Sun City, Calif.
Ken Nordan		
Batavia, Ill.
Rolf Kristian Stang		
New York, N.Y.
Daytona Strong
Seattle, Wash.
Norwegian American Weekly strives to make
its news report fair and accurate. If you have a
question or comment about news coverage call
(206) 784-4617. • Norwegian American Weekly
reserves the right to edit any and all submissions
for style, grammar, accuracy and/or space, and
the right not to print submissions deemed libelous,
in poor taste, or not suited for publication in this
newspaper. • The opinions expressed by opinion
writers and letter writers are not necessarily
those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our
publication of those views is not an endorsement
of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints
about the opinions expressed by the paper’s
editorials should be directed to the publisher. •
Norwegian American Weekly is published weekly
except the first week of the calendar year, the last
two weeks of July, and the first two weeks of August
by Norwegian American Weekly, INC. • Please
send address changes to 7301 Fifth Ave. NE
Suite A Seattle, WA 98115 • Annual Subscription
Cost: US $70 Domestic, US $94 to Canada, US
$212 to Norway and all other foreign countries.
SINCE MAY 17, 1889:
Formerly Norway Times
Western Viking & Washington Posten
Comprising Nordisk Tidende, Decorah-Posten
og Ved Arnen, Minneapolis-Tidende, Minnesota
Posten, Norrona and Skandinaven

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY, INC.

with new translations by John Erik Stacy

My gosh, it was
“Bull Run” anyway!
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In pictures:

On the hunt for local cuisine in Røros
< Røros

From page 1

for purchase along the way. All food safaris
begin at the tourist office and may be booked
in advance.
During my recent food safari, I enjoyed
the “Aursunden Rundt” tour which explored
the area around the Aursunden lake. Our
tour made stops at four locations, all with
a unique story to tell about the food culture
around Røros.
Stensaas Reinsdyrslakteri
First stop on the tour was at Stensaas,
a butcher that focuses on reindeer and other
game meats such as deer and elk. Stensaas
is also well known for its rakfisk, which is
traditionally eaten in the spring during Easter as well as during other times of the year.
Three generations of the Stensaas family
have run this operation, growing it to be one
of the largest reindeer processing operations
in Norway.
Above right: Tove of Kalsa Gårdsbakeri assured us this
traditional Norwegian stove is still in use.
Right: Locally brewed beer from Røros Brewery.

Above: Røros Church is the 5th largest church in Norway and holds 1600 seats.
Originally built in 1784, this church was built by Røros Copper Works, a mining
company which went bankrupt in the 1970s.
Left: Living room in Ærverdige Skottgården, which has been open since 1780.

Ærverdige Skottgården
Open since 1780, Ærverdige Skottgården was formerly a working farm and the
local area’s post office. We enjoyed lunch in
the summer house, and here is where I tasted snarøl for the first time. This homemade
carbonated beverage is made from vørterøl,
a malted drink, which is high in b-vitamins
and iron. It’s likely that vørterøl is a mainstay from the days when Norway and Demark were one country, as the largest producer of this stuff is in Denmark.
Lunch was comprised of gravlax,
smoked hyse (similar to cod), lammerulle, cured reindeer heart, rakfisk, and deer
tongue. All this was served with Røros butter
and sour cream, homemade cranberry jam,
and Røros flatbread.
Torsvoll Hjorteoppdrett
This family-run deer farm lies 30 minutes from the town of Røros and has been
in operation for more than 15 years. Several
hundred deer roam free here and feed on
grass as well as treats provided by the Torsvoll family. Focus at this stop on our journey
was placed on the importance of good food
and the hunting tradition in the area.

An adult male deer on the Torsvoll farm. Several hundred deer roam free
here and feed on grass as well as treats provided by the Torsvoll family.

Kalsa Gårdsbakeri
Outside of our lunch stop, our coffee run at Kalsa Gårdsbakeri
proved to be my favorite stop on the food safari. Run by a lovely
woman named Tove, this farm bakery served 100% handmade pjalt
(a cross between American-style biscuits and Norwegian lapper) and
lemse (similar to but not quite lefse; made with organic Røros tjukkmjølk, an agriculturally protected dairy product). Alongside both we
were served gom (caramelized milk whey) and some of the best coffee I’ve ever had in Norway, while we sat in the old sommerstugga
(summer house).

Lunch is served! Gravlax, smoked hyse (similar to cod), lammerulle, cured
reindeer heart, rakfisk, and deer tongue. All this served with Røros butter
and sour cream, homemade cranberry jam, and Røros flatbread.

Whitney Love is a cookbook author and blogger. She
hails from Tucson, Arizona and is currently living in
Stavanger, Norway. She runs the English language
blog Thanks For The Food where she documents her
love affair with Norway through the lens of traditional and modern Norwegian gastronomy. Find her
online at thanksforthefood.com.
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The first rule of travel, part two
Our correspondant expands on rule number one, “you never can do it all,” in this ongoing series
Donald V. Mehus
New York

A visit to the great and vast art museum
of Paris, the Louvre, marked the finale of the
beginning of my recent NAW article on the
first of several “Rules of Travel.” The rule—
and the Louvre, what an appropriate place to
introduce this rule—is “You never can do it
all!” One wonders how thoroughly even the
director and the curators of this celebrated
institution have studied—or even seen—this
huge cornucopia of its art treasures and historic artifacts, extending worldwide from
time immemorial to the present day.
These rules, as we will see as the series
progresses and as experience has shown,
appear to be applicable for all tourists at all
times at all places. These “rules,” I gradually
discovered while criscrossing Europe and
America many different times in many different circumstances.
The rules, as I found, greatly enhanced
my travels, enabling me more readily to take
better advantage of the pleasures, both expected and unexpected, that came my way.
At the same time I could better take in stride
any problems (and they sure come along unbidden on one’s travels) that pop up along
the route. Other tourists with whom I have
shared the rules seemed to profit from them
as well, and I am happy to pass these tips
along to our readers.
The First Rule of Travel
The very first rule, which I am sure any
tourist can confirm from experience, is that
no matter how much you study and plan
ahead, as stated above, is that “You never
can do it all!” So it’s best to just relax, don’t
overdo it, and enjoy what you can do.
“The Big Three of the Louvre”
Before we leave the Louvre, let us recap
“The Big Three” of this mighty institution.
It seems every tourist has somehow learned
that above all these must be seen, even if you
miss any the other treasures there.
They are: 1) Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa portrait, dominating a huge painting gallery; 2)
the statue of Winged Victory (Victoire de
Samothrace), standing in winged, headless
majesty atop a broad flight of stairs; and 3)
the serene, armless statue of the classic Venus di Milo. By all means, be sure to ferret
these out, even though they are housed in
widely separated parts of the huge edifice.
Otherwise you’re bound to regret your loss!
When visiting the Louvre that day, I
had actually planned to travel south that afternoon by train, but I found the Louvre so
arresting that I spent the rest of the day there,
and then the evening strolling along and dining on the grandest of all city thoroughfares,
the Champs-Elysees. So even if I put that
train trip south on hold, there can definitely
be advantages in not trying to do it all!
The Other Side of the Coin
There is, however, another side of the
coin, so to speak. Sometime ago, for example, when I was studying at the University of
Oslo, two of my cousins from Seattle, Alma
and Kenneth Meisnest, came over for a visit
to the Old Country. Knowing Oslo quite
well by then, I outlined, at their suggestion,

Photo: alice / Flickr
The palace and bell tower of the Bargello in Florence, as seen from the terrace of the Hotel Medici. So what if you can only ever see a small portion of
what’s out there? Tiny slices of excellence are still excellent.

a comprehensive itinerary of the Norwegian
capital that I thought could keep the couple
busy for several days at least.
The Highlights of Oslo
The suggested tour opened with the central part of Oslo: National Theater with the
statues of the great Norwegian dramatists
out front; the Old University of Oslo across
the main thoroughfare of Karl Johans Gate;
the Royal Palace nearby up the hill; Stortinget (Parliament) facing the National Theater;
the Cathedral; Rådhus (City Hall); Akershus
on Oslofjord; et al.
And so out to Bygdøy with its museums
and historic ships—original Viking ships unearthed from their centuries-old burial sites;
Thor Heyerdahl’s ocean-going craft, KonTiki; the polar ship Fram; the Folkemuseum
featuring traditional Norwegian buildings,
furniture, handiwork, and implements. And
so back to Frogner Park with its Vigeland
sculptures, and on up to Holmenkollen and
the Olympic ski jump, and more.
When we met the next evening, I
learned to my surprise that my cousins had
taken in a great deal, in a single day, of the
itinerary I had outlined! How was that possible? Their secret? They had hired a car and
driver, and he had taken them to many of the
major sights of the Norwegian capital!
Obviously, Alma and Kenneth hadn’t
been able to see many of the sights with any
degree of thoroughness, but at least they did
get a good overview of the city. And with
whatever time they still had at their disposal,
they could go back and revisit certain places
with greater care. Excellent idea.
The Plus Side
Now, as much as you may regret not being able to see all you’d like, there is at least
one distinct advantage to this. You will have

an excellent excuse for returning another
time to the particular place. It may sound a
little less self-indulgent if you explain that
you have to return to a particular site in order to catch something important that you
missed before, rather than if you say you’re
going back to a favorite city just because you
like it. If your friends won’t buy that, at least
it’s a nice rationalization for yourself.
One person I know had been to Rome a
number of times, and somehow just couldn’t
manage to visit the wonderful Capitoline
Museum, the repository of classic Roman
antiquities, including the poignant sculpture
of The Dying Gaul overlooking the ancient
Foro Romano. The second time, alas, the
museum was closed. The third time he was
waylaid by a group of interesting tourists
who had other plans that he could not resist.
And so it went. Don’t know if he ever did
get to the Capitoline, but he sure had a good
time trying! You live and learn.
To See or Not to See
I think the great value of Rule Number
One really sank in when I met a group of
congenial English tourists one time in Florence, a magnificent year-round tourist center

for every art aficionado. On my first swing
around Europe, I was always racing madly
about, trying to take in everything of importance possible in each city I visited. A noble
ideal, perhaps, but the pursuit is hopeless.
(On subsequent visits to Europe, I compensated by spending a great deal of my time
sitting at sidewalk cafes, watching the world
go by me, letting them do all the running
around for a change! A word to the wise.)
On this particular occasion while in
Florence, I took a bus one afternoon up to
Fiesole, the beautiful Tuscan town, perched
high up on the hills overlooking the fountain
of the Renaissance. The picturesque Fiesole
is the site of Bocaccio’s masterful hundredstory collection entitled The Decameron.
(The first story is particularly remarkable.
Do read this, if nothing else in the book!)
Located in Fiesole are several noteworthy sights: the church, a Roman theater, a
museum. While contemplating the ruins of
the theater, I chanced to mention to a fellow
tourist that I planned to visit the museum
next. “Oh, that’s closed,” she said. “Good!”
I replied firmly, rather surprised at how re-

See > rule #1, page 10
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Education vs. unemployment in Norway
Despite Norway’s free education for all, many jobs requiring higher education or
specialized training remain available. Could Norwegian-American students fill the gap?

I work offshore. As anybody who works
in the industry will tell you, a good portion of
your time off-watch is spent either watching
TV 2 Nyhetskanalen or surfing the internet.
I shudder to think what Statoil and Shell pay
to enable us to check for the latest updates on
Facebook 100 nautical miles offshore, but I
am grateful for it.
This evening I decided that rather than
seeing my friends checking in while on holiday in Spain, or the much more annoying
habit of posting photos of a meal they are
about to devour, I would see what Statistics
Norway (www.ssb.no) has to say about unemployment.
What prompted this rather more enlightening web browsing experience was
a conversation I had last weekend while at
a hytte on the coast near Larvik. A mutual
friend was relating her experiences working
for NAV, the Norwegian Labour and Welfare
Administration. NAV is not simply a government department; it is also the subject of
much scorn and has even become a verb. To
nave means to go on unemployment insurance, and we were naturally quite interested
if any of the stories we have heard in the
press were true. For example, do young people actually show up at the window and expect to be given job seekers’ allowance? “Oh
yes, but mostly they are students who want
money for the summer holidays and are unaware that students are not entitled to collect
benefits.” Chuckles ensued around the table.
“Otherwise they are young people who show

Everyone
who
lives in Norway knows
certain truths. Among
these are that people
who are born here are
blessed to have been
born in the best country on the planet, that
Norway is among the
richest countries in
the world, and that we
have low unemployment, meaning that
jobs are plentiful. So
it follows that people’s
expectations are that
if someone is unemployed for an extended
period of time, they
must be just lazy. Taking advantage of the
welfare state is seen as
especially despicable,
because it is so generous and comprehensive, and those who
are thought to abuse
the system are seen to
be much like the social
parasites of the former
Photo: Nancy Bundt / Visitnorway.com Soviet Union.
One of our group
Many fine schools, like the University of Oslo, wait for American stuasked what we were all
dents to take advantage of them.
thinking: “These peoup in early June demanding a job, and they ple who stay at home must get so bored. Why
become most disappointed when we inform don’t they just get a job at the supermarket?”
them that looking for work is their own re- The reply was surprising: “There was recentsponsibility, and that they should really start ly a job opening for a part-time cashier job
looking and applying for summer jobs in the at Bunnpris (a supermarket chain), and they
had over 800 applications for that opening.”
early springtime.” More laughter.

< rule #1

can’t be late to the concert!”

Ryan Kristiansen

Off the coast of Norway
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lieved I felt to be able, in good conscience, to
cross that off my to-do list. (I was tired that
day, anyway.)
“I see that you’re getting that way, too,”
my new friend laughed. Yes, you can only
do just so much. So it’s best to take it easy
at times.
The Right Idea
The group I met the next day in Florence, four English men and women, had an
even more leisurely approach to sightseeing.
They would take their time wandering about
a church or a gallery, then every couple hours
or so sit down at a cafe for refreshments and
discuss their next foray.
But one of the girls, Cynthia, hadn’t
quite gotten the hang of it yet. She had
planned to attend a concert that evening in
the Boboli Gardens of the Pitti Palace (the
great sister art gallery to Florence’s magnificent Uffizi) across the Arno River via the
historic shop-lined Ponte Vecchio. As twilight—and concert time—approached that
fine summer evening, we happened to be
far from the site of the concert. In fact, we
were at Piazza Michelangelo, with its splendid view across the Arno of the fabled city
of Florence, or as the Italians more mellifluously call it, Firenze. Somewhat annoyed,
Cynthia asked, “Oh, what time is it now?
Where’s the bus stop? When does it leave? I

“Oh, No, That’s All Wrong!”
Her friend and traveling companion,
Sarah, who was perhaps a bit too dramatic
at times, drew herself up in full dignity and
intoned, in a manner reminiscent of the celebrated operatic soprano Maria Callas in the
person of Clytemnestra announcing the fall
of Troy three thousand years ago: “Oh, no,
Cynthia, that’s all wrong! You’re on vacation. You don’t ask what time it is, where we
are, when the bus leaves. Oh, no, that’s all
wrong!” After a slight struggle, poor Cynthia
caved in, and later on we all had a delightful
supper together. But no concert.
All in all, I found the group I had joined
in Florence did manage to cover much
ground in a relaxed sort of way—and had
a great time doing so. They couldn’t take in
everything they would like to have done, yet
they still did thoroughly enjoy what they did
do. This genial English group seemed to instinctively understand, to appreciate, and to
casually act upon the very first rule of travel,
“You never can do it all!”
The second rule of travel, a complement
of Rule No. 1 and no less important, I think,
as well as other rules, all equally applicable
no matter where one is, will be discussed later in forthcoming installments of “The Rules
of Travel.”
In the meantime, best wishes for a good
trip, and bon voyage!

5. september
Gunnar Engen
Plano TX
Mardelle (Hoston) Gaboury
Meridian CA
Nels J. Greva
Los Angeles CA
Helen H. Sande
SD
Harry Solheim
Seattle WA
Bert T. Taule
Portland OR
6. september
Sigurd Hansen
Big Timber MT
Carl M. Martinson
Crookston MN
Hazel Tover
Longview WA
7. september
Ken Ray
Poulsbo WA
Ryder Vigsnes
Ipswich MA

This example was yet another reminder
of a situation that is developing not just in
Norway, but across the west. While there
remains demand from employers for those
with higher education and technical qualifications, people at the bottom of the socialeconomic pyramid are competing over jobs
with little in the way of formal qualifications
to separate them from the other candidates.
My visit to Statistics Norway allowed
me to quantify the situation that is occurring
in Norway now. The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in May was 3.2 percent.
The percentage of employed individuals
with a bachelor’s degree is around 25%.
Could the demand for employees with
higher education be partially met by Norwegian Americans moving to Norway? As
evidenced by the number of young Americans working at The Nighthawk Diner, I am
not the first one to have thought about this.
Higher education in Norway remains free for
everyone, including Americans. The catch is
that while Master-level degrees and PhDs
are taught in English, Bachelor level programs are taught in Norwegian.
Perhaps it is time for the Sons of Norway to start marketing their language camps
as a way to prepare future generations of
Norwegian Americans for University in
the home country, and for those who have
already spent their own money on a Bachelor’s degree in the United States to investigate the possibility of studying in Norway
for their Master’s.
This would not only allow Norwegian
Americans a much more affordable path to
higher education, it could also go some way
toward meeting Norway’s own needs for
technically qualified personnel.
If only Norway had an ancestry visa
scheme similar to Ireland and the United
Kingdom.
9. september
Evelyn Arnstdatter-Olsen Brown
Arcadia MI
Ingri Gayle Berg Bainbridge Island WA
JulieAnn Herset
Kila MT
Leif Holmes
Stanwood WA
Emma Paasche
Santa Rosa CA
Gunvor Ronhovde
Tacoma WA
10. september
Alfred Hagen
Auburn WA
Allen Hammon
Seattle WA
Halvor Hinderlie
Sveio Norway
John E. Johansen
Alta CA
Louis Kristiansen
Kent Lakes NY
Olufine Veland
Everett WA
Hilmar K. Waage
Laurel MT
11. september
Mabel Grytnes
Poulsbo WA
Anne Nordby
St. Paul MN
Kari Pederson
Blaine MN
Anund Roheim
Black Eagle MT
Petra Scalfaro
Chicago IL
Roger Ingolf Sean
Marshall NC
Rev. H. Alfred Weltzin
Viroqua WI

8. september
Bjorg Christiansen
Aberdeen WA
Want to see your birthday in the
Alfa Jackson
Burlington WA
Norwegian American Weekly?
Mrs. A. O. Leslie
Astoria OR
Herman B. Olson
Seattle WA Email naw@na-weekly.com or call (800) 305-0217.
James T. Pedersen Elmwood Park IL Birthdays must be submitted one month in advance.
Susan Vigsnes
Charlotte VT NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us!
E. Vike
Patterson CA
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In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@na-weekly.com to place an obituary.

Norman Hill

April 6, 1919 – August 24, 2014
Norman was born on a farm in Lodi,
Wisconsin, to Norwegian immigrants, Peder and Synneva Hill, on April 6, 1919. He
was the third of five children. He attended a
one room schoolhouse, and survived many
accidents growing up on the farm. After
graduating high school as valedictorian,
he attended the University of Wisconsin.
While there, Norman went to visit Taliesin
at Spring Green, Wisconsin, and met Frank
Lloyd Wright. Mr. Wright invited Norman to
become his apprentice. He spent two years
with the Taliesin fellowship. Mr. & Mrs.
Wright had a great influence on Norman’s
life. Norman served his country for three
years during World War II, in New Guinea
and the Phillipines.
On August 19, 1944, he married Erma
Nielson, and attended the University of Utah,
graduating as a civil engineer, as the U did
not yet have their Architecture School. Norman and Erma had one son, Stephen, now

deceased. Norman worked in Panguitch and
Southern Utah, before going to the Washington, D.C., area to work for the Federal Power
Commission. After many years, the family
retired and returned to Utah. Erma died on
March 26, 1990.
Norman married Ruth Gleave Greene in
the Salt Lake Temple on August 24, 1993.
They served a mission working in the Salt
Lake Temple for four years together. They
were members of the Sons of Norway, where
Norman was 2008 Norseman of the Year.
They loved going to Taliesin in Phoenix to
reminisce. Norman served faithfully in the
LDS church in many different capacities.
Norman is survived by grandchildren
from his first marriage, Eileen, Sherwood,
and Heidi. He is also survived by stepchildren Gleave Greene (Sue), Sam Greene
(Geri), Anthony Greene (Kimberly), and
grandchildren Kelly (Kristian), Austin,
Brendan (Kat), Amy, Camron, and Danika.

Thelma Couchman

November 1919 – July 2014
Thelma was born on a 40-acre farm on
Carpenter and Grayson Roads in Modesto,
Calif., to Frederik and Kirsten Christiansen, immigrants from Denmark and Norway respectively. The fifth of six children,
Thelma attended the Danish Baptist Church
of Modesto where only Danish was spoken.
During the Depression, Thelma and her
three brothers and two sisters worked hard.
Thelma’s early chores included chopping
wood for the cookstove and hoeing weeds
in the fields. By age ten, she was driving a
sulky rake to put the dried alfalfa in windrows, shocking the hay, arranging the loose
hay atop the wagon, and guiding the horse to
lift the hay to the right spot in the barn. She
also helped milk the 12-30 cows from age 12
through her years in junior college.
Thelma attended Jones Grammar
School, Ceres High School, Modesto Junior
College, and in 1940 graduated from Santa
Barbara State College (UCSB), where she
earned a teaching credential. She then taught
junior high for five years.
In 1945, she joined the American Red
Cross, trained in Washington, D.C., and
served as Recreation Director at St. Albans
Naval Hospital in Queens on Long Island.
Later, Thelma enrolled at Baptist Missionary
Training School in Chicago for one year of
post-graduate work. She was hired as Director of Christian Education in the First Baptist Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Two years later, she was invited to travel with her father to Denmark and Norway
where she ended up staying one year. There
she taught an English class and learned to
spin and weave at the Norwegian Arts and
Crafts School of Oslo.
In 1950 Thelma took a position as
leader of the Baptist Girls’ Guild at Camp
Chinquapin near Pinecrest. Soon after, she
met Hurley Couchman at the Modesto First
Baptist Church where they were married in
1952. They made their home on the Couch-
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man farm, where she painted the old farmhouse red to match the farm buildings she’d
seen in Scandinavia. There they raised four
sons and two daughters. Thelma served as
4-H Community Director; taught Sunday
School at First Baptist and College Avenue
Congregational Churches; was a member of
the League of Women Voters, the Modesto
Peace/Life Center, and the Stanislaus County Interfaith Committee for Latin America;
served on the Community Action Commission that concentrated on local poverty during LBJ’s administration; and was a member of the Stanislaus County Arts Council.
She and Hurley hosted exchange students
through AFS, MJC, the American Farm Bureau, Heifer Project International, and others. Hurley and Thelma were fortunate to
travel to countries in Central America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia.
Thelma is predeceased by her husband
Hurley Couchman, their son Peter, parents
Frederik Christiansen and Kirsten Ween
Christiansen, brothers Carl and Arne and
James Christiansen, and sister Hulda Christiansen, all of Modesto. She is survived by
sister Lillian Eaton of Galt and sisters-in-law
Evelyn Christiansen of Modesto and Alma
Deiparinae Christiansen of Turlock. Her
surviving children include Jonathan (Dorita
Robinson) of Modesto, Sarah Dove (Duane)
of Santa Rosa, Mark (Mona) of Sonoma,
David (Mary) of Modesto, and Rebecca
Harrison (David) of San Jose. Her grandchildren include Dayton Dove (Hannah
Clilverd) of Edinburgh, Scotland, Dorothy
Couchman of Modesto, Karin Dove of Davis, Erik Dove of Santa Rosa, Kirsten and
Laura Couchman of Sonoma, Brian Couchman of San Luis Obispo, Michelle Couchman of Azusa, Bethany Couchman of San
Luis Obispo, Katrina Harrison of Davis, and
Clarissa Harrison of Royal Oak, Mich. Two
great-grandchildren, Rowan and Annabel,
live in Edinburgh.

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

Called to teach
As fall approaches, congregations
are busy getting ready for another year
of Sunday School. Teachers have to be
found, Sunday School rooms readied, and
supplies ordered. Most congregations will
once again have difficulty finding enough
teachers. If you are asked to teach Sunday School this year I hope you will give
it careful consideration. Like all teachers,
Sunday School teachers can make a big
difference in a child’s life.
I will never forget my fifth grade Sunday School teacher. We lived near the University of Minnesota when I was growing
up and my teacher was a student there.
He took a special interest in our class
and planned several activities outside of
our Sunday morning class. I still remember the night he took us up to a high hill
and we looked at the moon and the stars
through his very large home-made telescope. I came away that night with a new

appreciation of the grandeur and wonder
of God’s great universe.
It is easy to get discouraged when it
comes to teaching and learning. Teachers are set back when students don’t take
a real interest in learning. Learners, on
the other hand, can be discouraged with a
teacher who has difficulty communicating
with them. The secret to success lies with
two basic Christian principles, forgiveness
and love. As we teach each other and learn
from each other, we do so in a spirit of
Christian love and forgiveness.
Perhaps this year you will answer the
call to teach Sunday School in your congregation. If you do, you will experience
the giving and receiving of God’s most
generous gift, the knowledge of God’s forgiving love and grace. We all know from
our experience that this gift can make a
wonderful and dramatic difference in our
lives and the lives of those we teach.

Community Connections
G rat u l erer m e d Dagen !

Happy birthday /
engagement / etc!
Your name and
special message
here!
For more information, call
us at (800) 305-0217 or email
naw@na-weekly.com.

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
Den Norske Lutherske Minnekirke

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church offers the best venue in Chicago for Norwegians
and Scandinavians to gather and celebrate Norwegian traditions. We welcome you to our
warm and friendly family of members. Unless otherwise noted, all services begin at 11am.
Please visit us soon!

September 2014
Sept. 7

Pastor Carlos Ortiz

Sept. 14

Pastor Brian Halvorsen /
Holy Communion

Sept. 21

Pastor Carlos Ortiz

Sept. 28

Pastor Brian Halvorsen /
Holy Communion
Semi-annual Congregational meeting
following service

2614 North Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, IL 60647 • (773) 252-7335 • www.minnekirken.org
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in your neighborhood

What’s going on in your neighborhood?
california

Outstanding Scandinavian American Award
presentation
Sept. 21, 2:00 p.m.
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Celebrate the recipient of the Outstanding
Scandinavian American Award, Karsten Lundring. Year after year he has presided over the
“Flag Ceremony” of the annual Scandinavian
Festival as its master of ceremonies, wearing
an immense necktie depicting the Norwegian
flag and telling Scandinavian jokes that hit
their mark squarely. The award ceremony and
reception will be held in the Karsten Lundring
Events Center.
34th Annual Heritage Fair
Sept. 27, 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Culver City, Calif.
Join the Peer Gynt Lodge in celebrating the
34th Annual Heritage Fair. Purchase Scandinavian imports and gifts, enjoy homemade Norwegian refreshments, learn about Norwegian
heritage, and watch Scandinavian craft demonstrations. There will be drawings for door
prizes every hour! At Peer Gynt Lodge Hall.
Mini-Seminar on Norway’s Constitution
Oct. 3
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
As Norway marks the 200 year anniversary of
its constitution, CLU and SACHF—in collaboration with NACC SoCal, ANSA, and Sons of Norway—will hold a celebratory “mini-seminar”
on Friday, October 3, with prominent speakers
from California, Washington, and Norway, including Dr. Hilde Janne Skorpen, Consul General of Norway in San Francisco. The event will
take place on the CLU campus, featuring an
afternoon of talks and panels and concluding
with a dinner.

Illinois

35th Annual Scandinavian Day Festival
Sept. 7, 10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
South Elgin, Ill.
Enjoy traditional food, crafts, gifts, and entertainment representing the five Nordic Cultures
as we celebrate the 61st year of Vasa Park.
Scandinavian Day at Vasa Park is a great day
of food, fellowship, and fun, bringing together
friends and family for 35 years. Entertainment
by Swedish Recording Artist Peter Nordberg,
The Nordic Folk Dancers of Chicago, Leikarringen Heimhug Norwegian Folk Dancers, Chicago Spelmanslag, Comedy from Sven & Ole,
and back by popular demand ABBA Salute.
Visit the many craft and gift vendors for that
special memory of the five Nordic countries.
Cost for adults is $10.00, children under 12
are free, and parking is free.
Visit the Viking Ship
Sept. 20, 1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.
Geneva, Ill.
The Viking was built at Christen Christensen’s
Framnes Shipyard in Sandefjord, Norway, in
1892-93. It was copied after the ancient Viking
ship Gokstad. Excavated in 1880, the Gokstad
had been called the most beautiful ship ever
built. The Viking is approximately 78 feet long,
17 feet wide, and 6.5 feet high from the bottom of the keel to the gunwale. Visit the Viking Ship at Good Templar Park.
175th Anniversary Celebration
Sept. 26—28
Sheridan, Ill.
The Oldest Norwegian Church in America, Fox
River Lutheran, celebrates 175 years. There
will be an opening event on Friday and a dinner and drama on Saturday with an exquisite
meal and a drama recounting the founding of
Fox River Lutheran Church by Elling Eielsen.
Sunday will have regular services at 9:30 a.m.
and then an afternoon celebration service.
After the afternoon celebration there will be
traditional Norwegian food and fellowship.

iowa

Scandinavian Modern Design: Norwegian
Enamel
now—April 19, 2015
Decorah, Iowa
This exhibition focuses on Norwegian enamel
production (technology, innovation, and business) and design. Artistic and technical innovations in enamel were Norway’s greatest, though
least remembered, contributions to the Modern
Design movement of the mid-twentieth century.
The exhibition features Grete Prytz Kittelsen, the
“Queen of Scandinavian Design.” The exhibition
will showcase enamel jewelry, cookware, and
tableware from Vesterheim’s collection and from
individuals and other institutions.

maryland

Viking Longship Voyage
Sept. 20, 11:00 a.m.
Avenue, Md.
Sons of Norway Lodge #428 along with The Longship Company will sponsor a voyage on their 39foot replica Viking boat Sae Hrafn (Sea Raven).
This is an excellent way to get out on the water
and observe the local fauna and flora as well as
getting the feeling of how our Viking ancestors
operated their versatile sea craft. We will depart
a private dock in Avenue, Maryland, at around
11:00 a.m. for a voyage that will be approximately
three hours long. Bring along lunch, snacks, and
plenty of water. There is limited space. For more
information and to RSVP, contact Henry Hansen
at (703) 815-4945 or at henry.hansen@cox.net.

missouri

Scandinavian Picnic
Sept. 21, 1:00 p.m.
St. Louis, Mo.
The Norwegian Society will be hosting the annual
Scandinavian Picnic at the Blue Heron Shelter in
Simpson Park. We will be inviting the Danish Club
and the Swedish Council for an afternoon of fun,
food, and fellowship. All three national anthems
will be sung. There will be craft projects for the
kids to do (Viking ship, build Olaf the snowman,
and coloring pages), as well as washers and Norwegian horseshoe (ladder ball) for young and old
to enjoy. Author Rachel Wisdom, will be having a
Q & A session about her book The Shopkeeper’s
Daughter. There will also be a silent auction. The
cost is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children.
For more information, please contact Nancy Hill
at nj_hill@hotmail.com.

Minnesota

Solorlag/Romerikslaget Stevne
Sept. 10—13
Mankato, Minn.
The Solorlag/Romerikslaget joint Stevne will be
held Sept. 10 -13, 2014, at The Courtyard Marriott in Mankato, Minn., 901 Raintree Rd. A Stevne
is a gathering of people who have ancestral roots
or present day ties to a certain area of Norway.
Romerike is basically Akershus County in and
around the Oslo area. Solør is part of Hedmark
County in Norway. At the Stevne you will enjoy a
rich combination of presentations, music, crafts,
traditional foods and lots of friendly people. It is
also an opportunity to explore your Norwegian
heritage from these areas with personal assistance from genealogists. Walk-ins are welcome
with registration fee. Banquet registration for Fri.
and Sat. night cut-off is Sept. 5. Check out Stevne
registration online at www.solorlag.com or call
Deb Jarvar (715) 874-6678.
Tenth Anniversary Nordic Worship
Sept. 28, 8:30 p.m.
St. Paul, Minn.
Pilgrim Lutheran Church in St. Paul is celebrating ten years of Nordic contemplative worship
on Sunday, September 28! Morning and evening
worship services will be held, as well as an evening of Krumkake and Kavorting featuring Nordic music, food, and dance. Morning worship is
at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.; evening worship is

Check www.na-weekly.com/events for complete listings
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Calendar of Events
at 6:50 p.m. A mini-concert of the evening’s featured musicians begins at 6:30 pm, and Krumkake and Kavorting begins at 8:00 p.m.

NEW YORK

Fall Fair
Sept. 20, 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
New York, N.Y.
Celebrate the 2014 Fall Fair at the Norwegian
Christian Home and Health Center. Enjoy delicious food such as waffles, lapskaus, and pea
soup, gifts and deli items for sale, raffle drawings,
a large flea market, and vendors. Children are
invited to celebrate with face painting, balloons,
and games. For more information please contact
Penelope Mandel at (718) 306-5660.

North dakota

Norsk Høstfest
Sept. 30—Oct. 4
Minot, N.D.
Enjoy more than 100 shopping booths, LEGO
building, the Viking Village, Scandinavian culinary treats, musicians, and more at Høstfest! Call
(701) 852-2368 or visit hostfest.com.

Washington

1814-2014: Red White and Blue–Norwegian
Constitution, American Inspiration
now—Sept. 28
Tacoma, Wash.
Pacific Lutheran University’s Scandinavian Cultural Center will host the exclusive U.S. premiere
of a modern-art exhibition commemorating the
200th anniversary of the Norwegian constitution.
The exhibition, 1814-2014: Red White and Blue–
Norwegian Constitution, American Inspiration, is
made up of works by 10 renowned Norwegian
modern artists. Each of the 10 chosen artists
submitted several works: bold, colorful graphics; subtle ink drawings and photographs; and oil
paintings, sculptures and mixed media.
Three Hålogaland Mandssangforening Concerts
Sept. 6, 3:00 p.m.; Sept. 7, 5:00 p.m.; &
Sept. 10, 7:00 p.m.
Bellingham, Poulsbo, & Seattle, Wash.
A special musical treat direct from North Norway,
the Hålogaland Mandssangforening, one of the
most outstanding men’s chorus from far north
of the Arctic Circle in North Norway, will present three area concerts. The Bellingham concert,
sponsored by Bellingham Male Chorus, will take
place at Central Lutheran Church at 3:00 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 6. The Poulsbo concert, sponsored by Vestre Sund Mannskor, will take place
at First Lutheran Church at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday,
Sept. 7. The Seattle concert, sponsored by Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle, will take place
at Ballard First Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, Sept. 10.
Book Talk: Seattle Pioneer Midwife
Sept. 11, 7:00 p.m.
Seattle, Wash.
Join the Nordic Heritage Museum for an evening
with Susan E. Fleming, PhD, RN Perinatal CNS,
when she tells the story of her great-grandmother, a Norwegian descendant, Alice Ada Wood
Ellis. A $5 donation is suggested. The book telling the story of Alice Ada Wood Ellis’s life will be
available for sale.
Nordic Heritage Day
Sept. 13, 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Olympia, Wash.
Nordic Heritage Day is a wonderful opportunity
to experience the history, heritage, and traditions of Norway and the Scandinavian countries.
Nordic Heritage Day features a genealogist who
will give you search tips to help you find your ancestors. During the day you will learn about the
unique decorative painting called Rosemåling.
You will observe the intricate needlework called
Hardanger embroidery or “Hardangersøm,” and

much more. For more info visit www.NordicHeritageDay.com.
Friends of Ski For Light / Trollhaugen
Sept. 20, 6:00 p.m.
Seattle, Wash.
If you’ve enjoyed our annual salmon dinners
at the Ballard lodge, you’ll want to take part
again Sept. 20, 2014. This year funds are being raised for Trollhaugen, the Sons of Norway
District 2 ski lodge located at Stampede Pass,
Washington. This is the location of many trips
for Ski For Light participants, disabled skiers
assisted by volunteers to enjoy cross country
skiing. Join us at Leif Erikson Lodge for another
salmon/cod dinner with raffle and dance music starting at 6:00 p.m., with dinner served at
6:30. Cost is $25.00* per person. For tickets
contact L.E. Lodge at (206) 783-1274, or Erling
Berg at (206) 362-0629.
*Note corrected price
The Nordic Romantics—Grieg and Nielsen
September 30, 7:00 p.m.
Seattle, Wash.
The Nordic Romantics—Grieg and Nielsen
concert will be performed by Novus Project, a
consortium of musicians comprised of members of Seattle Symphony and Pacific Northwest Ballet orchestras, and other talented
local musicians. Cost is $12 for members and
$14 for non-members. Purchase tickets at
www.nordicmuseum.org.
Nordic Knitting Conference
Oct. 3—5
Seattle, Wash.
The 2014 Nordic Knitting Conference — a
unique chance to learn from nationally and
internationally known knitters and textile artists — will feature Arne & Carlos, Norway’s
knitting rock stars, this October 3, 4, and 5.
The conference is held every other year, and
focuses on techniques and styles inspired by
past and present Nordic textile traditions.
Learn more and register for classes at www.
nordicmuseum.org/conference.aspx.

Wisconsin

Thirsty Troll Brew Fest
Sept. 13, 1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.
Mount Horeb, Wis.
This intimate beer sampling features 25 craft
brewers serving over 100 different beers. Enjoy live music and food. Get your picture taken with Jorgen the Thirsty Troll! The Thirsty
Troll Brew Fest will be providing FREE shuttle
service in the greater Mount Horeb area after
the Brew Fest from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Indoor Scandinavian Festival
Oct. 4, 10:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
New Berlin, Wis.
Join the Fosselyngen Lodge for the 24th Annual Indoor Scandinavian Festival! The featured
performance will be by the Finnish-American
musical group, Wil Kilpela & Friends, at 11:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Parking is free. At Ronald
Reagan Elementary School.

saskatchewan

Folk Dance Workshop
Sept. 28—29
Saskatoon, Sask.
Attend a workshop of Scandinavian Folk
Dance with Lee Otterholt, professional dancer, dance teacher, and choreographer. Lee’s
teaching emphasizes style: dancing well, not
just “getting the steps.” He also tries to bring
improvisation, self-expression, and spontaneity back into the folk-dancing traditions where
these elements are a central part of the tradition. Session 1 is 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Sunday,
and Session 2 is 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Monday.
At the Aden Bowman Collegiate Cafeteria.

Send your event to naw@na-weekly.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.
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Kai Robert returns
with Spilloppgjengen
Kai Robert Johansen tours the Midwest this Fall
with “the performing gang” from Sarpsborg
Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

One of the Upper Midwest’s favorite
Norwegian entertainers is back, trumpeter
and dear friend Kai Robert Johansen. This
year’s annual autumn tour includes Spilloppgjengen, a high-energy performance group.
The group was founded in 1986 at St. Olav
High School in Sarpsborg. Johansen and
Spilloppgjengen have worked together for
28 years and have collaborated on three CDs.
“With butterflies in their stomach,” says
Kai Robert, “Spilloppgjengen is ecstatic
with anticipation to travel ‘over dammen’
and visit Norwegian America.”
The “performing gang,” which is the
English translation of Spilloppgjengen, has
appeared on TV Norge, Norsk Rikskringskasting (NRK), local Østfold TV, and at a
variety of venues throughout Norway. “Each
performance is a joy for the audience,” says
Kai Robert. “I promise an unforgettable
experience from these incredible entertainers.” The group will be accompanied by Odd
Karlsen, music director.
“The Upper Midwest NorwegianAmerican community always has supported
me and all the groups that have accompanied
me,” said Kai Robert. “I know that the experiences for Spilloppgjengen will be no different, and everyone will arrive home with
suitcases full of fond memories.”
Kai Robert has been performing for 44
years. He has appeared on radio and TV not
only in Norway but throughout Europe and

the United States and has released 57 albums, several of which have reached gold
and platinum status. He also has written several musical tributes to the Norwegian royal
family. Johansen also received several Norwegian cultural awards for his work both as
a performer and composer.
Johansen is from Sarpsborg, Norway,
which will celebrate its 1000th anniversary
in 2016. It is the fifth largest urban area in
Norway and is located just one hour southeast of Oslo.
Kai Robert’s 2014 Autumn Tour includes:
• Minneapolis, Minn.: Sept. 28, 11:00 a.m. at
Mindekirken (Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church), 924 E 21st St, (612) 874-0716.
• Fargo, N.D.: Tuesday, Sept. 30, 6:30 p.m.
at Kringen Lodge, Sons of Norway, 722 2nd
Ave. No., (701) 232-9222. Free.
• Dalton, Minn.: Wednesday, Oct. 1, 7:00
p.m. at Dalton Opera House, 109 Summit,
(218) 589-8157. Free will offering.
• Alexandria, Minn.: Thursday, Oct. 2, 1:30
p.m. at Grand Arbor, 4403 Pioneer Rd. SE,
(320) 763-1600. Free and the public is welcome.
In 2016, the City of Sarpsborg will be 1000
years old!
For more details, contact Leslee Lane
Hoyum at leslee.sarping@gmail.com.

Photo courtesy Leslee Lane Hoyum
Spilloppgjengen, a high-energy performance group founded in Sarpsborg, will accompany Kai Robert Johansen in his fall U.S. tour.

Subscribe to the Weekly
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Call toll-free at (800) 305-0217, email naw@na-weekly.com, or mail a check to:
Norwegian American Weekly, 7301 5th Ave NE, Ste A, Seattle, WA 98115.

The following is an excerpt from Vikings in the Attic: In Search
of Nordic America by Eric Dregni, now out in paperback from
the University of Minnesota Press.

We are the Vikings
If we believe it strongly
enough, is it real? History belongs to
those who speak the loudest; truth,
on the other hand…. The image of
the powerful Viking conquering the
world with the sleek wooden boats
has etched itself into the consciousness of Midwestern Scandinavians
as a parallel to who we are today.
Norwegian Americans especially
continually point out that Leif Ericson “discovered” America as an important part of their self-identity as
descendants of these very Vikings.
Even the Minnesota football
team named themselves the Vikings
(with historically incorrect horns on
their helmets). Writer W. R. Anderson who pushed the Scandinavian
cause hard insisted, “The Minnesota Vikings are well named—the
game was invented by the Norse! …
The game was played by the men of
William of Normandy, Conqueror
of England in 1066.” It may be true
that the Normans popularized the
game in England, but the Romans
and ancient Greeks had a form of
football as did the Chinese. Similar
ball games have been played from
Greenland (on ice) to Australia with
a dead opossum.
From the Kensington Runestone to the Newport Tower and
Vinland Map, this insistence of
widespread Norse influence has
led to some “interesting” archaeological finds, mostly in areas settled
by Scandinavian immigrants. The
idea that Viking men and women
ventured not just to the shores of
Canada, but inland to the Midwest
has produced fascinating—if dubious—discoveries.
The one confirmed Viking
settlement was uncovered by Helge
Ingstad and his wife Anne Stine Ingstad at Anse Aux Meadows, Newfoundland. The Ingstads used the
earliest maps and deciphered what
was true or mythical in the Icelandic sagas to discover definitive
proof that Leif Erikson had made

it to “Vinland” around 1000 A. D.
What seemed like mythological
stories of courageous explorers and
their deities in the sagas suddenly
was reexamined as containing more
truth than fiction. Finally the proof
was unveiled on the grassy shores
of Newfoundland: Scandinavians
beat Columbus by almost 500 years.
If that wasn’t enough, another
Norwegian, Tor Borch Sannes,
furthered the cause of Norwegian
dominance as the first Europeans to
the New World by pointing out that
Columbus gathered his knowledge
about the New World from his early
trip to Norway in 1477 in his book
Christopher Columbus—a European from Norway?. According to
Sannes, Columbus had blond hair,
blue eyes and was named “Christopher Bonde” from Nordfjord, where
the Bonde family had a coat-ofarms identical to that of Columbus.
The discovery of the Kensington Runestone sparked a cottage
industry of part-time archaeologists
who discovered (or planted) possible Viking swords, spears, halberds,
and mooring stones. Apart from the
Mandan Indians who many claim
are descendants of Norsemen who
lost their way, a Danish immigrant
wrote he found traces of Danishspeaking Indians. “I have spent
many years among the Chippewas,
the Algonkins, Onidas and other
tribes of Michigan and Wisconsin…A hundred words I could name
are as near to our old northern vocabulary as could be expected after
700 years of mix-up with the native
Indians.”
With all of the alleged artifacts and supposed connections in
this chapter, the premier researcher
of Viking exploration in the New
World and discoverer of the only
confirmed Viking colony in North
America, Helge Ingstad wrote, “the
Kensington Stone in Minnesota, the

See > attic, page 16
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Norwegian Language Corner
NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES and TROLLS

Volume 2

With 21 classic folk tales, fairy tales, and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English, “Tuss og Troll” is now
serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner. The stories are from the collections
of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland,
Johannes Farestveit, and Nana Rise-Lynum. Translated by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad
Raneng. Illustrated by Solveig Muren Sanden, Jens R. Nilssen, and Ralph A. Styker. “Tuss og Troll” was edited,
designed, and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri publishing. Copyright © Norsk Barneblad.

Grimsborken
del 1

Grimsbork the Bay Stallion
part 1

Det var ein gong eit par rike folk som
hadde tolv søner. Den yngste ville ikkje
vera heime lenger, då han vart vaksen.
Han ville ut i verda og prøva lukka, og til
sist måtte foreldra gjeva han lov til å fara.
Endeleg kom han til ein kongsgard.
Der bad han om teneste, og det fekk han.
Kongsdottera i landet var teken inn i berget av eit fælt troll, og kongen hadde lova
henne og halve riket til den som frelste
henne.
Då guten hadde tent der eit års tid,
ville han heim att og lydast til foreldra
sine. Men då han kom heim, var dei døde,
og brørne hadde bytt alt imellom seg. —
Skal ikkje eg ha noko då? spurde han.
— Kven kunne vita at du var til enno,
du som har flakka så ikring? Men oppe i
heiane går det tolv merrar med folungane
sine. Dei kan du taka om du vil. Guten var
nøgd, takka til og gjekk.
— Du er ven, du folungen min!
— Ja, men vil du slå i hel dei andre
folungane så eg får suga alle merrane eit
år, skal du sjå at eg vert stor og ven då!
svara folen. Guten gjorde det og gjekk
heim.
Då han kom att neste året, var folen
så feit, så feit at det glansa i håra på han,
og det var med nauda at guten kom seg
opp på han. Alle merrane hadde fått kvar
sin folunge att, og guten måtte gjera som
sist.

Once upon a time, a rich couple had
twelve sons. The youngest did not want
to stay at home anymore, once he had
grown up. He wanted to go out in the
world and try his luck, and in the end his
parents gave him permission and let him
go.
Finally, he came to the palace of a
king. There he asked to go into service,
and this was agreed upon. The princess
had been taken up into the mountain by
a nasty troll and the king had promised
the princess and half his kingdom to the
one who could rescue her.
When the boy had served there at
the palace for a year, he wanted to go
home again to greet his parents. But
when he arrived home he was told that
they had died — and the brothers had
split everything between them. ”Am I not
to have anything then?” he asked.
“Who was to know if you were still
alive, you who was just roaming about?
But up in the hills there are twelve mares
with their foals beside them. You can take
them if you want.” The boy was satisfied
with this, and he thanked them and left.
“You are so beautiful, my young
foal!”
“Aye, but if you slay all the other
young foals so that I can suckle all the
mares for a year, then you will see that
I will become big and beautiful!” answered the foal. This, the boy did, and
then walked home.
When he came back the following
year, the foal was so glossy and so shiny
that it just shone from him, and it was
with difficulty that the boy was able to
mount him. Each of the mares had a foal
again, and the boy had to do as he had
done the previous year.

Tune in next week for the
second chapter in this fable!
$29.95 with FREE shipping in the U.S.A.
www.astrimyastri.com

norwegian american weekly

Stories from the

Heart of America
“Passing of a one-man rural newspaper”
by Larrie Wanberg, Features Editor

Photo: Lars Wanberg
Larry Ritzo’s desk at the Valley News and Views is empty now, and the future of the paper he ran
single-handedly is uncertain.

There are not many left, the small town
newspaper with a one-man operation: editor,
publisher, columnist, photographer, beat reporter, ad man, and even deliveryman.
There is an empty chair in his modest
office. A tattered swivel chair where he sat
long hours, week-by-week, without a vacation in seven years.
He passed from us last week, at the age
of 62, when complications after surgery took
him from us.
Material things were not so important to
Larry Ritzo; it was the hearts and minds of
hometown people that mattered, both young
and elderly alike.
And above all, it was the spirit of adventure—of fun and of humor—that not
only counted, but was shared daily with the
900 citizens who walked the streets of rural
Drayton, N.D., where the other half of Main
Street is the Red River of the North.
His trademark to most people was his
humor and his deep interest in community
wellbeing.
We were friends. We joked a lot too. We
called each other, “my other brother Larry.”
But when he sat in his swivel chair, his
words were thoughtful, deep, and inspiring.
He relished talking about flying and
how he loved Norway as a shared ancestral
“home” after he was stationed there as a
Captain in the Air Force.
He told stories about his pioneering
times as a pilot, aerial mapping the old fashioned way, with a camera, film, and a “joystick” in one hand to keep the tiny airplane
on track.
He often talked about the perspective
that flying gives you—to see beyond the horizon, to show how communities are linked
together by roads, rivers, fence lines, and

telephone poles. He idealized how a newspaper should offer such a perspective.
For a man with an Italian name, he
revered Norway; his great grandfather
emigrated from Ål, Norway, and his great
grandmother from Ålesund. He related to
the home-centered values and the outdoor
life inherent in his genetic makeup—skiing,
linked friendships from heritage, and adventurous times in Nature.
Most of all, his world revolved around
his hometown of Drayton: the stories of people here, the youth at school, the seniors in
the retirement home, sports, and community
events.
He would go weekly to the school to interview fourth graders about their opinions,
treating them as young adults, and printing
their story and a photo in the paper.
He invited youth to write a column, experienced authors to share their thoughts,
and community leaders to update readers.
During the annual “Old Fashioned
Christmas” event, he set up a Webcam, interviewed vendors and attendees alike, and
Web-streamed the fun festivities to Norway
and around the world, with dozens of viewers chiming in with comments from four
continents.
In the final issue of Valley News and
Views, published the day after his funeral
with military honors, 12 pages of remembrances filled the edition—the passing of a
“one-horse” publisher, a “cherished son,”
a man who “devoted his life to serving his
town” and a “community” far beyond the
horizon.
Larry was a true storyteller, in print and
in person; a pilot in so many ways; an adventurer at heart; a patriot. His spirit of brotherhood reached across continents.
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Haugesund honors the year’s top films
“Blind” and “Tusen ganger god natt” compete
head-to-head in the Amanda Awards, with
American films bringing home victories in the end
Molly Jones

Norwegian American Weekly
Film stole the spotlight yet again this
August in the town of Haugesund, Norway,
during the 42nd Norwegian International
Film Festival. This prestigious festival has
been held in Haugesund since 1973, honoring films distributed throughout Scandinavia.
Crown Prince Haakon serves as the Patron of
the Festival, and Norwegian film legend Liv
Ullmann acts as the Honorary President.
The annual event began with the Amanda Awards ceremony on August 16, focusing
in on the highlights of the Norwegian film
industry within the past year. The Amanda
Awards—what you might call the Norwegian version of the Oscars—began in 1985
“to increase the quality of and further the interest for Norwegian films made for theatrical release as well as short films meant for
public exhibition.”
The Norwegian International Film Festival forms a committee to determine the
winners of these golden “Amanda” figurines,
designed by the sculptor Kristian Kvakland.
This year, the Amanda Committee chose victors in 20 categories, ranging from best film
to best visual effects.
The two big winners of the 2014 Amanda Awards were Eskil Vogt’s “Blind” and
Erik Poppe’s “Tusen ganger god natt” (1,000
Times Good Night).
“Blind” hit the jackpot with four wins.
The film tells the story of a woman, Ingrid,
who has recently lost her sight. Ingrid retreats to her apartment, but cannot escape
her fear. “Blind” reflects this fear with an
unclear mix of reality and fantasy.
With his directorial debut, Eskil Vogt
received the Amanda for best director. Ellen Dorrit Petersen won best female actor for
her portrayal of Ingrid. “Blind” also brought
home the Amandas for best editing and best

sound design.
“Blind” was undoubtedly a hit at the
festival, but the title of best Norwegian film
went to “Tusen ganger god natt.” The film is
about Rebecca, one of the world’s top war
photographers. After being injured in an explosion, her husband tells her to choose between her family—and their constant worry
over her safety—and her job. Poppe’s film
also won for best music and cinematography.
Aksel Hennie brought home his fourth
Amanda for his role in Erik Skjoldbjærg’s
“Pionér” (Pioneer). In this conspiracy thriller set during Norway’s Oil Boom, Hennie’s
character, Petter, is determined to be the first
to reach the depths of the Norwegian Sea.
But after a tragic accident occurs, Petter realizes that his life is at risk.
Each year, the Amanda Committee also
presents an honorary award to someone who
has left a lasting impression on the Norwegian film industry. The recipient for 2014
was Elsa Lystad, a prominent actress in Norway for 50 years. Lystad experienced her
breakthrough into the entertainment industry
in the 1960’s and has been active in Norwegian TV, film, and radio ever since.
Throughout the week, a variety of films
were chosen to be screened, based on their
artistic merit. These films—which must either be signed for theatrical release in Norway or exhibit a significance for a Norwegian audience—are selected with the help
of Scandinavian film distributors. The main
program consists of films from around the
world, while the New Nordic Films market
program features films from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland.
On August 22, the festival wrapped
up with the presentation of the four main
awards: the Norwegian Film Award Hauge-

Photo courtesy of the Norwegian Film Institute
“Blind” tells the story of a woman, Ingrid, who has recently lost her sight. Ingrid retreats to her
apartment, but cannot escape her fear.

sund, the Norwegian Critics Prize, the Ray
of Sunshine, and the Audience Award.
The Norwegian Film Award Haugesund—and a 40,000 kroner prize—is awarded to the director of the best Nordic film.
This year, the Swedish Leif Lindblom won
the award for his film “Vadelmavenepakolainen” (Raspberry Boat Refugee). The
film, based on the 2007 Finnish novel by
Miika Nousiaisen, tells the story of a man
named Mikko who was born as a Finn but
feels Swedish. In describing the choice of
“Vadelmavenepakolainen,” the jury comments: “We have decided on a seemingly
light-hearted and wild comedy, but it has a
double meaning, drawing attention to naïve
and simplified perceptions of the difference
between two neighboring countries.”
The American film “Boyhood,” directed
by Richard Linklater, took home the 2014
Norwegian Critics Prize. “Boyhood” was
filmed over 12 years, following the life of a
young man, Mason. The jury describes it as
“a somewhat ordinary and rather undramatic
story that still—or perhaps precisely because

of this—becomes a very special film treasure.”
The Norwegian Film Critics Association also awarded an honorable mention to
the British film “’71,” directed by Yann Demange.
Jon Favreau’s “Chef” earned the title of
“The Ray of Sunshine” by Den norske Bank
and the Norwegian Cinema Managers Association. “We were never in doubt that this
film is a clear winner. It convinces us that
high spirits, a positive attitude, and a big
helping of self-irony make life much better,”
says the jury of the American film.
The American film industry succeeded
yet again at the Norwegian festival, earning
the audience award for Lasse Hallström’s
“The Hundred-Foot Journey.” And with that,
the festival wrapped up, to return to Haugesund next August.
Whether you’re interested in Scandinavian film, or just on the lookout for American
entertainment, be sure to take a look at the
Norwegian International Film Festival when
choosing your next flick.

Leif erikson Lodge 2-001, sons of norway
Culture, entertainment and fun for young and old –

Come join us!

General meetings: 7:30 p.m. every second Wednesday of
the month at Leif Erikson Lodge, except July and August.
Lodge Office: Open Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Library: Open Tuesdays, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

F o r m o r e i n F o & e v e n t s , c a l l (206) 783-1274
NAW.Seter.15March2014.qxp_Layout 1 3/15/14 9:37 PM Page 1
or visit www.leiferiksonlodge.com
Leif erikson HaLL, 2245 n.w. 57tH st., seattLe, wa 98107

Legend of Siljatjern Seter:
Life, love and faith on
a Norwegian mountain dairy
By Gunlaug Nøkland

SAL
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• Bilingual English Norwegian text
• 6″x 9″, hardcover, 448 pages
• Recipes & pictures of old seter life
• Was $29.95, now only $14.95
• Plus FREE shipping in USA

Legend of Siljatjern Seter tells the story of
Mette agreeing to take a summer job as a
budeie (dairy maid) on an old-fashioned
demonstration dairy called Siljatjern (Silja’s
pond) Seter. Now you can experience life
as your ancestors lived in Norway before
they immigrated to America.
Astri My Astri Publishing
Deb Nelson Gourley
602 3rd Ave SW, Waukon, IA 52172

Call, send check or visit website
Made in America!

www.astrimyastri.com
Phone: 563-568-6229
gourleydeb@gmail.com

2709 SAN PABLO AVE — BERKELEY, CA 94702
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com

Featuring great Nordic products
Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Gift items • Specialty meats
and more!

Visit us online: www.nordichouse.com

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2501 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

16 • September 5, 2014
< attic

From page 13

Beardmore Find in Ontario and the Newport Tower in Rhode Island represent Norse
traces, but they do not bear up to scientific
investigation.”
Still, the indelible image of the Viking

back page
can be seen in everything from Hägar the
Horrible, whose cartoonist lives in Sioux
Falls; to more than 300 businesses in Minnesota whose names include “Viking;” to the
Vinland Viking at a Putt-Putt course in Wisconsin Dells where a Norseman statue dates
him from 1000 A.D. and an obstacle for golfing vacationers in this tourist haven.

Postcards from...

Photo: Roar Irgens

Your last issue of NAW had an article on the town Hell in Norway. Here is an additional
photo of the Hell railway station.

Send us a postcard! Email a scan to naw@norway.com or mail it:
7301 5th Ave. NE, Ste. A, Seattle, WA 98115
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