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Støre and Bildt
concerned about
Iran’s treatment of
Shirin Ebadi

Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories
and love of kindred, and we are better throughout
the year for having, in spirit, become a child
again at Christmas-time.

Read more at blog.norway.com

The 2009
Christmas
Issue

-Laura Ingalls Wilder
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Online News
Dateline Oslo
NOK 325 million allocated
to U.N. Central Emergency
Response Fund

“We want to show our strong
commitment to U.N. humanitarian efforts at a difficult
time,” said Foreign Minister
Jonas Gahr Støre, commenting on Norway’s contribution
to the U.N. Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)
and a new multi-year cooperation agreement with the
U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA).
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Skanska to construct
hotel in Norway for NOK
550 million

Skanska has secured an assignment to construct a
Clarion Hotel in Trondheim,
Norway. The customer is Star
Property AS. The new hotel,
which comprises a total of
31,000 square meters of floor
space, will have 400 rooms
and a large conference hall.
Construction will begin in the
summer of 2010 and the project will be completed by April
2012. (Skanska)
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Foreign Minister Støre and former Vice President Al
Gore present report on melting ice at climate summit

For the first time ever,
leading international
scientists have drawn
up a report on the
status of the parts of
the world covered by
snow and ice
Special Report

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The conclusion is that they
are disappearing faster than
anticipated. “This is disturbing
news. The world’s leaders must
reach an agreement that ensures
dramatic cuts in emissions of
greenhouse gases,” commented
Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas
Gahr Støre.  
CONTINUES PAGE 4
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On Dec. 14, Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Store (left) and former Vice President Al Gore presented a report on the melting
of cyosphere–areas of the world covered by snow and ice–at a side climate summit in Copenhagen.
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Special ways that Norway gets ready for
the most wonderful time of the year
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Winter in Norway? Yes!

Glittering snow, and
great deals make
winter the perfect
time to visit Norway
Erica Olsen

Blanding, Utah

Earlier this year, when I told
friends and family of my plans to
travel to Norway, they questioned
the timing of my trip. “Stavanger
and Oslo in February … really?”
Admittedly, it’s a time of year
when most people go in search of
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Come to Oslo in February and you
might catch the famous Ibsen with a
great white collar of snow!

Lights on the Lucia
Photos: Heidi Håvan Grosch

Just as you can buy pumpkin pie and gingerbread in grocery stores in the United
States, Norwegian grocery stores also make holiday treats convenient for those
who don’t want to bake. But if you want authentic Trolldeig (top right) to hang on
your tree, there is nothing better than homemade by little hands.

Heidi Håvan Grosch
Sparbu, Norway

As American children plan
visits to shopping malls for pictures
with Santa, Norwegian children are
making nisser and waiting eagerly
for the snow so they can ski. While

American homes are beginning to
twinkle with Christmas tree lights,
Norwegian homes sport lights
outside on trees and houses, but
CONTINUES PAGE 15

Salem Swedish Lutheran
Church Lucia to be left in
the dark next year
Victoria Hofmo
Brookly, N.Y.

Lucia is one of the loveliest
Christmas traditions conceived
in Scandinavia. It is amazing
that this beloved saint somehow
traveled from Sicily to Sweden. I
have seen many Lucia Festivals,
but my absolute favorite is the one
CONTINUES PAGE 13
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Norge - Uken som gikk

Slik så skolen ut etter julebord

Nyheter på Nettet

Oljefondet økte 95 milliarder i november

Norges Banks månedsregnskap for november viser at det var en god måned for
oljefondet, som økte Statens Pensjonsfond
- Utlands plasseringer fra 2.496,7 millioner
kroner til 1591,3 milliarder. Det innebærer
en verdiøkning på knappe 94,6 milliarder
kroner på en måned, eller 3,8 prosent på en
liten måned. Fondets verdi i norske kroner
beveger seg med kronekursen. Når kronen
er svak, vil fondets kroneverdi øke og motsatt. (E24)

Store sjanser for snø på julaften

—Det skal bli kaldt og mye tyder på at også
blir kaldt i ukene fremover. Kulden ser ut
til å bli i luften resten av desember, sier meteorolog i Storm, Frode Korneliussen. Vi
pleier i utgangspunktet å være veldig forsiktige med å melde snø på julaften, men
det virker mer sikkert enn vanlig. Altså er
sjansene større enn de har vært på lenge.
(Nettavisen)

Arne Næss er død

Arne Næss ble valgt inn i bystyret i 1964.
Tolv år senere ble han varaordfører under
den kjente Høyre-ordføreren Eilert Eilertsen. I 1984 ble Lisæth og Næss enige om
å dele ordførervervet. I 1987 skiftet Arne
Næss og KrF side, og inngikk samarbeid
med Arbeiderpartiet. Dermed delte Næss
odførervervet med Bengt Martin Olsen de
neste fire årene. Arne Næss var en av KrFs
store politikere i Bergen. Han var kjuagutt
som vokste opp på Kronstad og han utdannet seg til smed. Men Arne Næss har også
vært sjømann og arbeidet innen forsikring.
1956 startet han egen fiskematvirksomhet.
(Bergensavisen)

Det var en vill idé som
var steindum, sier de
angrende synderne

Og Mette-Marit slo seg løs
under Nobelkonserten
Aftenposten

Aftenposten

12. desember ble det arrangert felles
julebord for grunnskolen i Sunndal i den
utflyttede og nedrivningsklare ungdomsskolen.
Etter at festen ble avsluttet i tretiden,
snek tre festdeltagere seg opp til lærerrommet i annen etasje. Der begynte de å kaste
møbler ut av vinduene, skriver driva.no.
Fire av vinduene ble helt knust, og
plassen mellom de to skolene ble fylt med
glasskår. Søndag formiddag var det allerede
ryddet opp på området utenfor skolen, mens
noe av ryddingen gjensto på innsiden.
Politiet har notert hendelsen, men lar det
være opp til rektor å bestemme som saken
skal få noe etterspill.
Rektor ved ungdomsskolen, Trond Hansen Riise, er sparsom med kommentarene.
– Flaut. En svært kjedelig sak, siden
dette er voksne personer som skal være forbilder for ungdommen, sier han til avisen.
Hansen Riise var søndag usikker på om
hendelsen kommer til å få noe etterspill. Han

Foto: Helle Gannestad

Slik så det ut etter de skoleansattes julebord.

mener det må tas med i betraktningen at skolen uansett snart skal rives.
– Det er spesielle omstendigheter. Om et
par uker starter rivningsarbeidet av hele bygget.
Synderne er svært lei seg og var med på
oppryddingen.
Vi beklager på det sterkeste. Vi har gjort
situasjonen vanskelig for de som jobber ved
ungdomsskolen, og de som arrangerte et
kjempetrivelig julebord. Vi er oppriktig lei
oss, sier de til driva.no.
English Synopsis: After a teachers’ Christmas
party on Dec. 12 in Sunndal, three teachers
smashed in four windows. They have gravely
apologized for their actions after the incident.

Påkjørt og drept av Flytoget
En person døde på 12. desember etter
å ha blitt påkjørt av Flytoget på Blommenholm stasjon. Politiet fikk melding om hendelsen ved 20-tiden. -Da vi kom til stedet
fant vi en person påkjørt av Flytoget. Person
er bekreftet omkommet, sier skadestedsleder
Trond Eidem i politiet til Budstikka. Passasjerene på toget ble sendt videre med taxi.

Rybak mistet fela i
gulvet så det sang

Ifølge avisen er krimteknikere sendt til stedet, men det skal ikke være mistanke om noe
kriminelt bak dødsfallet. (Nettavisen)
English Synopsis: A person was hit and killed
by Flytoget (airport train) at the Blommenholm
station on Dec. 12. There is no suspected
criminal intent linked to the death.

Fiolinen til Alexander Rybak gikk i
scenegulvet med et brak under fremførelsen
av Fairytale i Oslo Spektrum på 11. desember. Rybak fikk æren av å åpne Fredspriskonserten.
Midt under direktesendingens første
musikknummer mistet Rybak instrumentet
sitt i scenegulvet så det sang. Flere i salen
gispet, mens Rybak selv smilte beskjemmet
da han plukket opp fiolinen sin. Lyden av
fiolinen var fryktelig sur da den norsk-hviterussiske musikeren fullførte nummeret sitt.
Ekteparet Will Smith og Jada Pinkett
Smith er programledere for årets konsert, og
hadde med sine to felles barn, Jaden og Willow, på scenen.
Virkelig fart over konserten og publikum ble det først da Wyclef Jean entret
scenen. Først i samspill med det kinesiske
pianovidunderet Lang Lang, og deretter med
en inderlig versjon av Diallo.
Den sponsortunge forsamlingen i Oslo
Spektrum lot også til å sette stor pris på de
irske gjengangerne Westlife, og den britiske
popstjernen Natasha Bedingfield. Konserten
ble som vanlig avrundet med et fellesnummer, men i år måtte Imagine vike for Michael Jacksons Man in the mirror.
English Synopsis: At the Nobel Peace Prize
Concert, Alexander Rybak dropped his violin
during his song “Fairytale,” to the dismay of the
attendees. Will Smith and Jada Pinkett Smith
hosted the event, which featured a number of
music artists from around the world.

norway
God Jul og Godt Nyttår
A special thanks to all Norwegian Americans who make a
difference in expanding relations between our nations.

Royal Norwegian Embassy, Washington D.C. and the
Norwegian Consulates General in New York,
Houston, San Francisco, and Minneapolis
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News
Kai Eide won’t extend
Short stay in
time in Afghanistan
Norway for Obama Norwegian
Kai Eide, the Secretary-

Norwegians disappointed by
Obama’s early departure, U.S.
President missed Nobel concert
and canceled lunch with His
Majesty King Harald V

General’s Special Representative and
head of the U.N. Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan, announced on Dec.
11, that he will not renew his contract
when it expires in March

Special Release

Special Release

News Compilation

News Compilation

President Barack Obama spent only
24 hours in Oslo to accept the Nobel Peace
Prize on Dec. 10. He met with the Norwegian
Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg, but canceled
lunch with His Majesty King Harald V as
well as a full press conference, and missed
a children’s event along the Nobel concert,
both of which are typically attended by the
award recipient.
At the ceremony, committee chair
Torbjørn Jagland defended the decision of the
Nobel committee saying, “Many have argued
that the prize comes too early, but history can
tell us a great deal about lost opportunities,”
Jagland said. “It is now, today, that we have
the opportunity to support President Obama’s
ideas. This year’s prize is indeed a call to
action for all of us.”
Norwegian media polled the public
and many thought Obama’s actions were
“impolite.” According to a poll published
by VG, 44 percent of Norwegians thought
Obama canceling his lunch with the King
was rude and 34 percent thought it was
acceptable.
CONTINUES PAGE 7

God

Eide has been heavily criticized for the
way he handled the very controversial Afghan
election in August. Some are suggesting
that the election results are the reason he is
“stepping down.”

This week on Norway.com

Svalbard Global Seed Vault: 50,000 seed
samples sent to the vault

Photo: United Nations

But Eide insists he is not stepping down
and denies such claims.
“I am sticking to the course that I
promised to follow. It is responsible behavior
for me to ask the U.N. to seek a successor
because I do not want to continue for an
extra year,” Eide told Norway’s TV2.
CONTINUES PAGE 7

Imprisoned for
fake diplomas
University of Oslo
The University of Oslo and BI
Norwegian School of Management have so
far this year reported at least three cases of
diploma forgery. The universities fear higher
numbers, while they struggle to interpret the
legal system.
The Oslo police have so far this year
investigated three reports on fake diplomas:
One from the university and two from
BI. One of the cases has been dropped,
in another case an indictment has been
preferred and sent to court, and in the last
one the defendant was sentenced to 15 days
of immediate imprisonment.

Jul o

Svalbard Global Seed Vault has received
a major seed shipment while world leaders are gathered to tackle climate change
in Copenhagen. On Dec. 13, more than
50,000 seed samples landed in Longyearbyen to find their place in the Svalbard
Global Seed Vault.
(Ministry of Agriculture and Food)

Norway and Mexico launch joint model
for Climate Funding in Copenhagen

On Dec. 12, Norway and Mexico launched
a joint model for climate funding at the
negotiations in Copenhagen. The model
will establish a Green Fund for financing
of climate actions in developing countries.
Contributions to the Green Fund should
come both from public budgets and from
auctioning of allowances. The size of the
fund is likely to reach around USD 30-40
billion by 2020. (Office of Prime Minister)

Sweden and Norway’s joint Euro 2016
bid fails
All of the three cases concern foreign
citizens and one of the cases is about the
forging of a Norwegian diploma.
“Even though the police have to strictly
prioritize, these cases are often easy to
investigate. Forging of documents toward
the government usually leads to a sentence
of immediate imprisonment,” says police
lawyer Beate Brinch Sand.

The Swedish Football Federation says
the Swedish and Norwegian governments
won’t fund the countries’ joint bid to host
the 2016 European Championship. The
football federation said late Wednesday the
governments had declined to help municipalities fund the necessary arena investments. (Stockholm AP)
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SAM & ELLIE

with Jake Moe

On the evening of Dec. 10, the Seattle
Fisherman’s Night saw its largest crowd
in its 59-year history. The record turnout
was inspired by the chance to recognize
the man who is singularly responsible
for saving their entire fishing industry.
Senator Ted Stevens was the honored guest
and was truly touched by the 500 adoring
members of the Norwegian Commercial
Club and invited guests. Senator Stevens
was presented the “Neptune Award”
and introduced to the podium by Mark
Petersen.
When doing a recap of the Senator’s
public life, you have to start all the way
back in World War II where Stevens
served his country as an aviator supporting
the “Flying Tigers” in the far east. In the
Senate, Stevens fought for the fishing
community and championed legislation
that extended U.S. fishing rights from 12 to
200 nautical miles from our coast, thereby
preserving fish for domestic harvest. The
“Magnuson-Stevens Act” continues to
be one of the most important pieces of
legislation affecting fishing in America.
Petersen’s introduction went on for some
time even though he named only the most
important of Steven’s work on behalf of
fishermen.
When Stevens took to the stage, he
referenced a time when he and Senator

Foreign minister…
(…continued from page 1)

On Dec. 14, Norwegian Foreign
Minister Jonas Gahr Støre and former U.S.
Vice President Al Gore presented a report on
the melting of the cryosphere – areas of the
world covered by snow and ice – at a side
event at the climate summit in Copenhagen
(COP15). Støre and Gore requested a group
of the world’s leading climate researchers
to produce the report at the conference
on melting ice in Tromsø in Norway, in
April. The Norwegian Polar Institute has
coordinated their work.
The report shows that snow and ice
are melting at an alarming rate, and that the
cryosphere is very vulnerable to climate
change. The most important new findings
relate to Antarctica. Mighty Antarctica,
which previously seemed immune to the loss
of ice that has occurred in other areas, shows
signs of a net reduction of ice on a similar
scale to that of inland Greenland.  
“This gives cause for concern. The
overriding message is that we have to succeed
in Copenhagen. The countries of the world
must agree on measures that limit emissions

By Ray Helle
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Trident Seafood’s Chairman Chuck
Bundrant (left) with Senator Ted Stevens.

Jackson attended a Sons of Norway
Lodge meeting in Alaska, at the urging of
Jackson. When Stevens explained that he
wasn’t Norwegian but Scottish, Jackson
quickly mentioned that the Scottish were
just shipwrecked Norwegians and he was
more than welcome to attend the event.
This memorable Fishermen’s Night
started out with a fresh fish banquet. My
buddy, John Erik Stacy (from Voss), and I
counted 16 different types of seafood on our
plate. Of course, hot off the Doug Dixon
Pacific Fishermen Grill was delicious
salmon, but there was so much more—
oysters, shrimp, crab, pickled herring,
smoked salmon, lobster—so many fish
selections that it was impossible to keep
track. The reviews were overwhelmingly
positive with the comment of the evening
of greenhouse gases, and restrict global
warming to two degrees. Furthermore, we
need an emergency plan for the crysosphere,
with immediate measures to save as much
of our ice and snow cover as possible. We
should start by cutting emissions of shortlived drivers of climate change such as soot
and ozone, which are not included in any
climate agreement today, and we also need to
pay more attention to short-lived greenhouse
gases such as HFCs and methane. Measures
to reduce these would have immediate effect
and cost relatively little,” said Støre.
“This report, the result of over two
year of work with Foreign Minister Støre
and many of the world’s top scientists,
demonstrates that we must take action
now to solve the climate crisis. The Arctic
ecosystem, the world’s glaciers, indeed the
entire cryosphere is at risk if we don’t cut
the pollution that causes global warming,”
said Gore.
The report shows that:
The rate of reduction in the Greenland
ice cap has tripled in the last ten years
alone.

being, “the highest compliment for a
tremendous dinner is complete silence.”
After all the socializing and catching
up with the successes or failures from the
years fisheries, it was time for the formal
program to start. Jim McManus, from
Trident Seafoods, took to the microphone
and told the standard Norwegian jokes—
some of which most likely go back to the
very first banquet decades ago. Then, the
guest of honor took the stage and followed
up the jokes with his own Norwegian Ole
and Sig joke—a joke that was enjoyed by
all in attendance.
After his remarks, a great round of
applause broke out for Senator Stevens.
Then, folks lined up to have the chance of
getting their photo taken with the senator.
In my brief discussion with the Senator, I
asked him how he was enjoying retirement,
and his response was direct and to the
point. “Only in the English language does
the word retirement even exist. As for me,
I will never retire, there is too much to get
accomplished!”
This is one Fishermen’s Night that
was so successful that for next year’s 60th
anniversary, the organizers have a huge
job in exceeding this well-orchestrated
and delightful event.

Snow cover is diminishing, and glaciers
from the Himalayas to the Alps are melting
rapidly, with the greatest reductions in the
Andes and the Rockies.
The previous figures from the U.N.
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
which were published in 2007, indicated that
sea levels would rise by almost half a meter
by 2100; this is now a minimum estimate.
Since the rate of melting in Greenland and
other areas is now faster than anticipated,
it is now estimated that sea levels will rise
between 0.5 and 1.5 meters by 2100, and in
the worst case by 2.0 meters. This will affect
many hundreds of millions of people living
in coastal areas.
When snow and sea ice melt, less
sunlight is reflected away from the surface of
the Earth, and when permafrost melts, more
methane and CO2 are released. Both these
changes further increase global warming and
thus cause ice to melt even faster.
The melting of glaciers can cause
extensive water shortages. Today, more than
a billion people depend on water from the
Himalayan plateau, which is often referred
to as the “third pole.”

Letters to the Editor:

Julefest

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:

Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief • j.moe@norway.com • 7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115

Dear Editor,
As a Norwegian-American from the
Norwegian stronghold of Minnesota, who
has had the good fortune to spend several
years in Norway studying and working there
and who is now living in New York City, I
have had the great pleasure of spending a
number of remarkable Christmastimes on
both sides of the Atlantic.
In New York, the focal point of the
annual holiday festivities seems to be
Rockefeller Center, always thronged with
high-spirited tourists and residents alike.
Displayed prominently every year right in
the middle of this skyscraper-ringed area is a
soaring, brightly decorated Norway spruce,
70 to 80 or more feet high, with an ice skating
rink right below the tree open to the public.
Still further north, at 82nd Street in the
midst of Museum Mile, reposes the majestic
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Be sure to see
the very special Christmas tree, decorated
every year with dozens of foot-high, 300year old Neapolitan baroque figurines. The
enchanting scene, with heavenly music
softly wafting all around, focuses on the
Holy Family, with angels overhead and with,
below, the gorgeously attired Wise Men,
the humble shepherds with their flocks, and
more.
From late morning to early evening
you are welcome to visit the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church, where you can visit with
fellow Nordics and savor Norwegian waffles
and steaming coffee. The church offers a
very special Christmas eve program, 4 p.m.

to 10 p.m. - with a Lutheran service, a tasty
Norwegian dinner, and, later, festivities with
the arrival of gifts-laden Santa Claus.
In Norway, my first memorable
Christmas in the Old Country was at my
ancestral home of Hol in Hallingdal, a scenic
area lying in the mountains midway between
Oslo and Bergen. Arriving a couple days
before Christmas, I was warmly welcomed
by my relatives. The locale was certainly
very different from New York, what with
lofty snow-clad mountains and snow-decked
pine trees replacing the soaring skyscrapers
of Manhattan. But the festive Christmas
spirit prevailed in both places.
In Hol on Christmas Eve we exchanged
presents, as in America, and on Christmas
morning we had a wonderful - and
marvelously varied - smørgåsbord breakfast.
The relaxing days continued with visiting
relatives in various parts of Hol Community
and with skiing expeditions round about.
The enchanting days in Hallingdal
drifted by one after the other, until finally
a couple days after New Year’s Day we
thanked our hosts and reluctantly ended
the wonderful Christmastime in Hol. But
fortunately, Norway seems to be blessed
in having many holidays year around, so
we did not have to wait too long before we
could again look forward to skiing in the
Norwegian mountains – at Eastertime!
Sincerely,
Donald V. Mehus
New York, N.Y.

18. desember

Garwood TX
Bellingham WA
Oakland CA
Sioux City IA
Everett WA
Salem OR
Staten Island NY

Ella Martens
Else Svindland

Morra MN
Absecon NJ

22. desember
Mary Hansen
Seattle WA
Helen Anne Nelson
Sacred Heart MN

20. desember

23. desember
Lisa Knudsen-Ganung
Berkeley CA
Hans Kveum
Roseau MN
Lorraine Morrison
Seattle WA
Martha Viken
Sioux City IA
Petra Hansen
Everett WA
Tommes Anders Saatvedt
Columbia City OR
Erik Peder Gildnes
Bow WA
Thora Nybroten
Kensett IA
Shirley Evenstad
Minneapolis MN

21. desember
Kristian Malmedal

24. desember
Alice Egland
Succasunna NJ
John Vassel
Orchards WA
Jacob deVrier
Union Grove WI
Lars Olaussen
Mound MN
Marian Bergan
Minot ND
Gloria E. Granstedt
New York NY

19. desember
Olav Henriksen
Tønsberg Norway
Sara Henry
Mt. Vernon WA
Greta Louise Venos
New Westmnstr BC Can
Sara Henry
Mt. Vernon WA
Carl Sather
Oakland CA
Ole W Selbach
Libby MT
Chris Rowland
Vancouver WA
Christine R Svendsen-Schaff Seattle WA
Dave Bordson
St. Paul MN
Portland OR

Join us for a wonderful family tradition!

J u l
t
e f e s
Sunday, December 27 at 6 p.m.
at

Calvary Evangelical Free Church
450 Fells Rd — Essex Fells, NJ 07021
Refreshments and gang rundt juletreet!

Speaker: Pastor Hjembo
For more information, call (973) 992-2372

J u l Reckless
t
e f e s Courage

The true story of a Norwegian boy under Nazi rule, by
William F. Fuller with Jack Haines

“A captivating issue of survival under German rule... a welcome
and much appreciated addition to World War II history and narrative
shelves.”

The Midwest Book Review’s Small Press Bookwatch

“I have read the charming story with great interest... it is valuable to
be able to see and experience historical events through the ees and
minds of a specific family.”

Ingolv Austad, Director of Stavanger University Reading Centre

4th printing of this popular book is now available in paperback!

$9.95 + S&H

To order, contact Skandisk’s Tomten Catalog at (800) 468-2424
or from the publisher at www.taberhallpress.com

The Scandinavian Hour

Gratuler Med Dagen!
Stella Garness
Gudrun Olson
Anita Friman
Alfred Hauge
Sverre Larsen
Orvin Sletten
Arne Syvertsen

5

Op Ed

Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Book Your Christmas Trip To Norway Today!
For The Best Rate, Book Your Airfare Early!
• Highly competitive prices
• Personal, professional service
• Cruise and train arrangements
• Tailor-made travel plans to Norway
• Experienced, multi-lingual travel consultants

7906 Fifth Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free: (800) 822-5838 • Fax: (718) 238-3604

Han Ola Og Han Per
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Exchange Rates
Norsk Kr.

5.7642

Dansk Kr.

5.0756

Svensk Kr.

7.089

Canadian $

1.0573

Euro		

0.682

Oslo Børs:

Vinnere

(December 14 09)

Business
Business News & Notes

Navn			
Aker BioMarine		
Aker Philadelphia Shipyard
American Shipping Comp.
Flex LNG Limited		
RomReal Ltd.		

Siste		
15,30		
8,00		
6,90		
5,99		
1,70		

%
57,25
45,45
15,00
14,97
13,33

Navn			
Ignis			
Goodtech			

Siste		
4,36		
2,05		
1,85		
0,95		
2,99		

%
-11,74
-10,87
-9,76		
-8,65
-8,00

Tapere

Petrojack			

Nexus Floating Production
Polarcus Limited		

God jul og godt nyttår!

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com

Attention Readers:

Merry Christmas!

So that the staff at the Norwegian American Weekly can
spend Christmas with their families, no issue will be printed
Jan. 1, 2009. Thanks for your understanding!

God jul!

The Scandinavian East Coast Musem
scandinavian-museum.org

TeliaSonera first in the world with
4G services

On Dec. 14, as the first operator in the
world, TeliaSonera launches 4G services
commercially to customers in Stockholm,
Sweden and Oslo, Norway.
“We are very proud to be the first operator
in the world to offer our customers 4G
services. The use of mobile broadband in the
Nordic countries is exploding and customers
need higher speeds and capacity. This is why
we launch 4G services in both Stockholm
and Oslo,” says Kenneth Karlberg, President
and Head of Mobility Services.
4G/LTE will open up new possibilities
for customers to use and enjoy services on
their laptops, requiring high transmission
speed and capacity, such as advanced web
TV broadcasting, extensive online gaming,
and web conferences.
“Being first out with new technology
gives us unique experience that we can use on
all our markets. We will continue the roll-out
to offer our customers new communication
services for the future,” continues Kenneth
Karlberg.
The two pioneering 4G city networks
cover the central city areas of Stockholm
and Oslo and will be used for mobile data.
4G is the fastest mobile technology available
on the market, with speeds up to ten times
higher than today’s turbo 3G.
TeliaSonera has three nation wide 4G/
LTE licenses; in Sweden, Norway and also
recently in Finland. The network roll out
is in progress to offer 4G to Sweden’s and
Norway’s largest cities. (TeliaSonera)

Norway wealth fund grew 3.8 percent in
November
Norway’s sovereign wealth rose by 3.8
percent to a preliminary NOK 2.591 trillion
($448.6 billion) in November from NOK
2.497 trillion at the end of October, central
bank data showed on Dec. 14. The fund’s
value has jumped from NOK 2.273 trillion
at the end of 2008 due to surging equity
markets worldwide. (Reuters)

Reduced speed and improved route
planning Statoil supply ship emissions
At the Ågotnes base in Hordaland,
Normand Skipper has taken on board supplies
for the North Sea platforms. On deck there
is everything from drilling equipment to
helicopter fuel.
They complete the round trip at the
economy speed of 12 knots, even though
they could have done 15 knots. Even a
slight reduction in speed results in a major
environmental gain.
“On one single trip out to Statfjord,

Kvitebjørn and Veslefrikk, CO2 emissions
are cut by more than six tonnes. This amounts
to 1,900 tonnes CO2 per year, equivalent
to the annual emissions from roughly 800
cars,” says Ellen Karoline Norlund, project
manager for Green Logistics in Statoil.
Since 2008 Norlund and her colleagues
have been examining the supply chain to
make goods freight more environmentally
friendly. (Statoil)

Hydro continues cooperation with Amnesty
International Norway
Hydro has had a cooperation agreement
with Amnesty International Norway since
2002. Amnesty representatives recently
met with President and CEO Svein Richard
Brandtzæg, who renewed the agreement.
“Amnesty International is an important
‘sparring partner’ for us, with whom we
can discuss the dilemmas we face in a
constructive way. The main goal for us with
this agreement is that Amnesty can help
us actively safeguard and promote human
rights,” Brandtzæg says.
Under the agreement, Hydro contributes
NOK 750,000 per year to the organization.
Amnesty offers speakers and courses for
Hydro employees in handling dilemmas
related to human rights. (Norsk Hydro)

THINK City production starts at new stateof-the-art facility in Finland

THINK has re-started production of
the THINK City model, one of the world’s
first urban EVs, at a state-of-the-art new
facility with manufacturing partner Valmet
Automotive in Uusikaupunki, Finland.
Valmet Automotive is a leading provider
of engineering and manufacturing services
to the automotive industry and recently
became a THINK shareholder and strategic
industrial partner. Today marks the start of
production at Valmet Automotive’s high-tech
manufacturing base, which also produces
Garia and Fisker alternative-fuel vehicles as
well as Porsche AG’s Boxster and Cayman.

Investinor AS invests in Innotech Solar

Investinor is investing NOK 51.7 million
in the Narvik-based company Innotech Solar
AS, which is focusing on increasing the
effectiveness of solar cells. Investinor’s entry
on the owner side boosts the development
and strengthens the company further. New
employees have in addition invested NOK
2.3 million
Innotech Solar (ITS) buys its raw
material from a wide range of large,
international solar cell manufactures; cells
that are not utilized due to low efficiency.
ITS specializes in getting out all the clean
energy from these cells. (Investinor)

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care
Serving individuals and corporations
Call me or visit my website:

www.obergltc.com

Upcoming Activities 2010
Film Documentary Premiere

“The Fading Footprints of the American
Dream”

Saturday, January 30th
Our Saviour’s Church 2:00 – 5:00

Fastelavn Danish Mardis Gras
Sunday, February 7th
Danish Athletic Club 2:00 – 6:00
Chinese Auction with a Scandinavian Twist

Saturday, March 6th
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 2:00 – 5:00
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(206)362-5913

Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our Experienced
daily specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel
Our daily specials and regularly updated information
help ayou make
wise travel
decisions in
a constantly changing world!
decisionswill in
constantly
changing
world!
5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

Verrazano TraVel & leisure

Dahl dethrones Petukhov in Davos
showdown
Faster Skier
In a wild final heat in Davos, Norwegian
John Kristian Dahl pulled out a squeaker of
a victory over his teammate Petter Northug
and Russian Alexei Petukhov on Saturday,
Dec. 12.
After following Petukhov up the first
big hill, Dahl made his move on the course’s
final rise, slotting in front of the Russian and
holding him and Northug off in a drag race
over the final 100 meters.
It’s the first career win for the 28-yearold Dahl, who had been knocking on the
door for six years since his first World Cup
podium in 2003.
Dahl’s victory came as a rebuke to
Petukhov, last week’s double victor who

The final loop of Men’s 12.5K Pursuit
on Sunday, Dec. 13 in Davos came down to a
battle between three men, and what a classic
it was . . . as Emil Hegle Svendsen of Norway
slipped just ahead of Simon Eder of Austria
and Ole Einar Bjørndalen to claim the win in
34:36.73.The top two men had two penalties,
while Bjørndalen had three misses.
The winner was fairly confident going
into the final loop, “You never know what
you are going to do in a situation like that. But
I had a good feeling about it today, because I
know I am pretty fast in the final meters. The
only thing that I was unsure about if I should
go on the last hill or in the final few meters,”
he said.
Although the competition came down to
the final uphill sprint to determine the winner,
the three men separated themselves from
the field on the shooting range. In the early

Kai Eide won’t exten…
(…continued from page 3)

“Kai Eide is sticking to the timetable
that he outlined when he took the job in
March 2008,” added Dan McNorton, a U.N.
spokesman in Kabul.
Afghanistan is considered the second
most corrupt and fifth poorest country in the
world. Eide was appointed his position in
Afghanistan on March 7, 2008.

Short stay in Norway…
(…continued from page 3)

“We always knew that there were too
many events in the program. Obama has to

Nordic Delicacies
“A taste of Norway in the heart of Brooklyn!”

Taking Christmas orders now!
Photo: Strindheimski.no

Success for Norway’s John Kristian Dahl.

seemed invincible after winning qualifying
by more than a second and a half.
In the final, Petukhov could not hold
off the irrestible force of the Norwegian
sprint team. Though Petukhov led the heat
for the first part of the course and looked to
be cruising to another victory, Dahl managed
to sneak around him on the last hill and
just held off a charging Northug on the flat
finishing straight.

Svendsen wins pursuit with
furious sprint
Biathlon World

7

Sports

stages, Bjørndalen
stayed in reasonable
control as he missed
a single prone shot.
Teammate
Lars
Berger was up with
him, as was Nicolay
Kruglov of Russia.
Emil Hegle
When Bjørndalen
Svendsen
faltered with two
penalties in the first
standing stage, Svendsen took over with
Eder in close pursuit. Svendsen had a single
penalty in the final standing stage. As he
was touring the penalty loop, both Eder and
Bjørndalen dropped the five targets in rapid
succession. The two pursuers were joined by
Svendsen as he left the penalty loop.
This was the final individual competition,
until after the New Year for Svendsen, who
retained the yellow overall leaders bib with
his win. His focus remains on February as
he stated, “The only thing this year is the
Olympics.”
Eide has proposed the appointment of a
senior civilian representative to coordinate
relief efforts by the U.S.-led forces in
Afghanistan. He also urged the U.N.
leadership to allow his successor to hire
more staff from the United States and other
Western countries, saying it would increase
their confidence that their money is being
properly spent.

Open daily, including Sunday Dec. 20th!
Give us a call or stop in!

We have hard-to-find Christmas items, homemade cookies,
& lots of great Christmas gift ideas!

God jul og godt nyttår!
Nordic Delicacies
6909 Third Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
Phone: (718) 833-7515 • Fax: (718) 833-7519
www.nordicdeli.com

God jul og godt nyttår!

Warm Wishes

for a Merry Christmas
and a safe, prosperous New Year
Chuck, Kaare & Jim

govern the United States and we were told
early on that he could not commit to all of
them,” said Geir Lundestad, secretary of the
Nobel committee.

Karmøy Club of Washington

Juletrefest

Sunday, December 27th
4 p.m. at Leif Erikson Hall
in Ballard
Featuring: Julegrøt, rundstykker med pålegg,
Visit from Santa with goodies for the kids,
Sing-along to Norwegian and American
Christmas songs, Walking around the tree!

Donation:
$8 for
adults • 12
and under
FREE

Bring: a sampling of your favorite Christmas
cookies to share & cans of non-perishable
food for our Holiday Food Drive.

To RSVP, call Gro Brekkaa (425-742-9133) or Berit Nes (206-789-3011)
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God jul o g godt nyttar
God jul til all venner!

Svenn & Elaine
Lovlie

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Olav & Sigrun
Alfsvaag

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Claire
Olsen

Bremerton, Wash.

Seattle, Wash.

Palm West, Fla.

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Bjorn og Randi
Løvlie

Marit & Kjell
Kristiansen

Harry & Gunvor
Svenkerud

Everett, Wash.

Anchorage, Alaska

Shoreline, Wash.

God jul og godt nyttår til
familie og venninne!

God jul til Alle!

God jul og et velsignet nyttår!

Berger & Sylvia Hausvik

Carl & Christy
Olsen Field

Sigrunn & Kaare
Ness

Pine Bush, N.Y.

Seattle, Wash.

Shoreline, Wash.

God jul og et velsignet nyttår!

God jul og godt nyttar!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Gorm & Trini
Aasen
Anaheim, Calif.
God jul og godt Nyttår!

Ronnie & Norris
Bretsen

Gunnleiv & Rønnaug
Løkingholm

Bothner
Baker

Seattle, Wash.

Durham, N.H.

God jul og godt Nyttår!

ønsker om en velsignet jul
og godt nyttår!

Erling & Hjørdis
Berg

Vita & Lloyd Davies

Huntley, Ill.

Seattle, Wash.

Sequim, Wash.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Gustav & Claire Raaum

Oddny & Bob
Johnston

Diane & Rich Olsen,
Courtney & Caroline

Mercer Island, Wash.

Seattle, Wash.

Richland & Parkland, Wash.

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Magnhild
Thoresen
Lynnwood, Wash.

June
Steine
Deer Park, Ill.
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Kari
Moseid
Chicago, Ill.

Merr y Christmas

God Jul to all our
Good Friends!

Emma, Elisa,
Joan & Jim Vatn
Seattle, Wash.
Gledelig jul godt nyttår!

Hilsen fra Linda Spencer

Come to Norway
in 2010! Visit:
www.gonorland.com
God jul og godt Nyttår!

Gary G.
Erickson

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Kim & Krystn
Nesselquist
Kenmore, Wash.
God jul og godt Nyttår!

Jean Dalthorp
Bennett

Florida, N.Y.

Merry Christmas
Henderson, Nev.

God jul og godt nyttår!

MountLake Terrace, Wash.

Cyrus & Rigmor Parsons

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt nyttår!

Else
Hvistendahl
New York, N.Y.

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Seattle, Wash.

The Stokkeland Family

Mariel Vandivier

Sunburg, Minn.

The Royal Norwegian
Consulate

God jul og godt nyttår!

Berit T.
Mesarick
Williamsburg, Va.

Seattle, Wash.

Odd & Helga Moen

Seattle, Wash.

God jul og godt nyttår!
Tor & Ingrid Tollessen

Shoreline, Wash.

God Jul!
Magne & Berit Nes

Edmonds, Wash.

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Rolf Kristian
Stang

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Ozzie & Anne-Lise
at Scandinavian Specialties

New York, N.Y.

Seattle, Wash.

God jul og godt Nyttår!

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Wendy K.
Winkelman
Mesa, Ariz.

Hannah &
Megan
Ballard, Wash.

God jul og godt nyttår!
Randi Aulie

Lynnwood, Wash.

God jul og godt nyttår!
The Eymanns

Willow Creek, Mont.

Merry Christmas!
Helen Rodi

Benson, Minn.

God jul og godt Nyttår!

Fred
Steffensrud
Seattle, Wash.

Season’s Greetings

From the Viking Village,
home of the
Great Green Viking Room

God jul og godt nyttår!
Gesel Freelf

Minneapolis, Minn.

www.vikingvillage.blogspot.com
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The Taste of Norway
God jul og godt nyttår!
For a competitive quote, call us at (425) 894-0284
or visit www.nordicimprovements.com

Over 20 years of experience!

Stein Lie, General Contractor

Bath & Tiling • Decks & Fencing • Bathroom & Kitchen Remodel
Serving the Eastside and King County region of Washington

Give the gift of
Travel this Holiday Season!!
For travel and other gift ideas, visit the
Brekke Store online! Take advantage of free
shipping on all orders of $50 or more!
Request a 2010 Brochure

God Jul!

Brekke Tours & Travel
1-800-437-5302
WWW.BREKKETOURS.COM

God jul og godt nyttår!
from

Daughters of Norway

Uniting a sisterhood of women
who wish to preserve Norwegian heritage
Visit us online at

www.daughtersofnorway.org

A sweet taste of Norway
Jeni’s Ice Creams
in Columbus,
Ohio, serves
up its Flavors of
Norway holiday
collection
Christy Olsen Field
Copy Editor

www. jenisicecreams.com/buy-norway

Jeni Britton Bauer became inspired to
make artisan ice creams while working at a
French patisserie. Drawing on the practices
of a traditional pastry kitchen, Jeni created
her own techniques to make American ice
creams that are less sweet and more flavorful. This family-owned business features
handcrafted ice creams and other treats made
in Jeni’s production kitchen in Columbus,
Ohio.
While planning her holiday themes and
flavors this summer, Bauer was inspired by
a conversation her friend Lisa, who had just
returned a visit to her hometown of Oslo.
“Hearing her talk about the foods and
traditions of her family put me in a holiday
mood—in August!” said Bauer.
Bauer went to lunch with her friend Lisa
to learn more about the Norwegian palate
and favorite desserts, and read up on some
Norwegian cookbooks.
“One thing I learned is that almonds
are to Norwegian desserts as chocolate is to
American desserts!” said Bauer.
The Flavors of Norway collection consists of six flavors: Brown Butter Almond
Brittle, White Chocolate Evergreen with a

Red Currant Garland, Goat Cheese with Cognac Fig Almond Compote, Scandinavian
Winter Spices, Lime Cardamom with Lingonberries, and Cranberry Royale Sorbet.
“We’ve gotten great response on our
blog and Facebook page, especially from
Scandinavian-Americans. My favorite response is one who asked for lefse and lutefisk,” said Bauer.
When asked about her favorite flavor,
Bauer said, “The Brown Butter Almond Brittle is so good! It’s based on krokan, and my
friend Lisa told me it’s as good as any krokan
she’s had in Norway.”
In regard to the choice of her seasonal
flavors this year, Bauer says, “I’m really
proud of this collection. It makes a beautiful
gift.”
The Holiday Jul: Flavors of Norway collection is $75, which includes an olive wood
ice cream paddle made by ScanWood and a
small holiday Jul poster with flavor descriptions. They will be accepting orders until
Dec. 22 at noon EST.
For more information, visit www. jenisicecreams.com/buy-norway.html.

Scandinavian Specialties

Order your traditional meats and specialty holiday items now!

Pinnekjøtt
Fenalår/Spekekjøtt
Svineribbe

Svinestek
Julshinke
Fishpudding &
Fishcakes

Lutefisk
Lefse
Variety of Sausages

Be sure to check out our wide variety of imported food items
as well as our great selection of items for Christmas decorations and celebrations!
Come visit us! Open Monday-Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.
6719 15th Ave NW • Seattle, WA 98117 • (206) 784-7020

Visit us online at www.scanspecialties.com
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of
Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Dagny Simonsen

October 11, 1916 – December 9, 2009
Dagny Simonsen passed away peacefully
on Dec. 9. Her faith in Jesus remained strong
all her life, and in her latter years she was
looking forward to being with the Lord.
Dagny was born to Adolph and Andrea
Sorensen in Spangreid, Norway, in 1916,
and was the 10th of 12 children in a closeknit family. She immigrated to the United
States in 1939, joining many of her siblings
who had come to the United States before
her. She joined the community of faith at the
First Evangelical Free Church in Brooklyn
where she met Arnold Simonsen. In 1941,
the two married, and the union produced
two daughters. They had a house in Bay

Ridge, and maintained a country place at
Lake Hopatcong, N.J. In 1972, Dagny and
Arnold retired to Edgewater, Fla., where
they became members of the First Baptist
Church of Edgewater. Throughout her
life, Dagny enjoyed sewing and doing fine
embroidery as well as reading, especially the
Bible. She is survived by her loving husband,
Arnold; two daughters, Astrid Reynolds and
Janet Gough; three grandchildren, Kristina
Reynolds Osterhaus, Erin Gough Horton,
and Christian Gough; and four greatgrandchildren, Elizabeth, Will, Anne, and
Ian Osterhaus.

Marian Gundersen

January 12, 1912 - November 28, 2009
Marian Gundersen (nee Andersen), 97,
was born in Arendal, Norway on Hisøy.
She came to the United States on the
Stavangerfjord in 1930. In 1937, she married
Paul Gundersen, who was also from Arendal
(Tromøy). He died in 2001. They lived
in Brooklyn, N.Y. until 1951. From there
they moved to West Hempstead, N.Y. then
to Merrick, N.Y. before residing in Point
Pleasant, N.J. They also lived a number of
years in Whiting, N.J. before moving to the
Masonic Home in Burlington, N.J. in 1998.
She is survived by two daughters:

Norma Hedberg (Dennis), Arcadia, Florida
and Edna Blanchfield (Timothy), Saugerties,
N.Y. Also two grandaughters: Carol Questel
(Paul), Schenectady, N.Y. and Sharon
Powell (David), Unadilla, N.Y., three
great-grandsons and nephews and nieces in
Norway, Denmark, and the United States.
She was predeceased by her grandson, Paul
Hults.
Marian was known for her patience,
wisdom and kindness.
Kjære Mama, Bestemor og Oldermor,
Takk for alt.

Anne Bergitte “Bett” Romsoe

August 2, 1935 - November 29, 2009

Anne Bergitte
Romsoe was born
on Aug. 2, 1935 in
Haugesund, Norway
to Carl and Malfried
(Endresen) Romsoe.
She died peacefully
at home with family
after a five-year
battle with cancer, on Nov. 29, 2009. Anne
Bett arrived in the United States on June 10,
1959 after being at sea for two weeks. She
became a U.S. citizen on January 15, 1963.
She was married in Norway on February
15, 1959 to Walter Svendsen (deceased
1985). They raised two children, Craig and
James Svendsen, together. Anne Bett had a
granddaughter, Samantha, who is 19 years
old and attending college. James is currently

married to Tammie and they are expecting
their first child in August. Anne Bett is
survived by her brother, Per (Randi) and her
sister, Gro (Pal) who both live in Norway.
She was predeceased by her brother, Pal
(Gunn). Anne Bett traveled home to Norway
on a regular basis including spending many
summers there. Anne Bett was involved in
a number of local organizations including
Sporting Club Gjøa (where she was a life
member) and the Norwegian-American 17th
of May Committee. She worked in the food
service business most of her life including
manager of the Danish Athletic Club. She
was greatly loved and will be missed by
all who knew her. The family expresses
appreciation for the tender care from Sloan
Kettering Memorial Hospital and Good
Sheperd Hospice.

Patricia Pinkstaff

September 8, 1922 - December 4, 2009
Patricia Pinkstaff, 87, a long-time
resident of the Skagit Valley, died in
Seattle on Friday, Dec. 4. Pat was born in
Mount Vernon, Wash. at Rowley Maternity
Hospital on Sept. 8, 1922, the daughter of
Philip and Margaret Heimdahl Iverson. Pat
was a member of the Fir-Conway Lutheran
Church. She was baptized and confirmed
by her grandfather, the Reverend Olaf E.
Heimdahl, long-time pastor of the church.
Pat’s first school was Skagit City School
on Fir Island. She graduated from Mount
Vernon High School in the class of 1939.
Pat continued her study at Pacific Lutheran
College in Parkland, Wash. She sang in the
“Choir Of The West” and was chosen as
the alto soloist. Pat was the first student at
PLC to give a vocal recital. Pat became a
teacher in the Tacoma Public Schools where
she taught physical education and especially
music. In 1953, Pat met her husband, Traver

Pinkstaff, a Master Sergeant stationed at Fort
Lewis. They were married on Oct. 8, 1955.
During their marriage, they traveled to many
places in the world; he in communications
with the military and she as a teacher. Traver
and Pat returned to the States and retired in
Mount Vernon. Pat had taught elementary
school for 40 plus years, and touched the
lives of thousands of children through her
musical plays and holiday pageants. Pat
was a member of the Fir-Conway Lutheran
Church, Sons Of Norway, Orthopedic Guild,
and Elks Lodge. Her life was filled with
family, music, Sons of Norway events, travel,
volunteer work, reading, crocheting, sewing,
Seahawks football, and her love of cooking.
Fir-Conway Lutheran Church was near and
dear to Pat’s heart. She was preceded in
death by her parents and grandparents. Her
husband preceded her in 1979.

Pa s t o r ’s C o rn e r
Dagfinn Magnus, a husband, father and pastor based out of New Orleans,
Louisiana shares his thoughts on life, love and God.

Good people and faithful readers“So this is Christmas and what have
you done, another year over, a new one just
begun.”
This is the first line of John Lennon’s
famous Christmas hit and at Christmas
time this is the question for many of us.
What have we done with the year that is
about to come to an end? The older we get
the faster the time seems to pass between
each Christmas. What is happening to all
the minutes of every day that ads up our
life and our years?
When I was a kid, the month of
December never seemed to come to an
end. The days were dragging along and the
doors of the Advent calendar never opened
fast enough. The weeks before Christmas
Day were the longest of the whole year.
My mother always tried to give us kids
something extra to do during Advent. We
baked cookies, cleaned our rooms, went
shopping and decorated the house. We also
had hot cocoa and freshly baked rolls before
bedtime every night. She divided these
shores into small daily tasks and we children
knew that when the day before Christmas
Eve arrived, everything was ready for the
big event: to bring in and decorate the tree.
And then it was Christmas.
The smell of special food, fir tree,
candles and father’s once-a-year indoor
cigar filled the house with the memories of
last years holiday season, and we were in
heaven. Mother used to say that this season
was for the children. If I only could have
the eyes, ears and nose of a child again!
Perhaps I then would be able to see the true
mystery within the Gospel of Christmas.

Suddenly Jesus’ own words rings in
my ears: If you do not become like small
children you will not be able to enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven. If we lose our
ability to see with innocence, hear with
joy and impatiently look forward to the
celebration of the birth of Jesus, what is the
meaning with all our strife and work?
The mystery of Christmas is so simple
that we hardly recognize it. God takes on
the form of man, enters into this world like
we all do, becomes one of us, and we can
see Him. Or perhaps not? Is He too small
and insignificant? Is His voice too low?
No, He has come and He comes to us
through the message from His church, from
the mouth of children and from all of His
followers. We can see Him in the good and
loving deeds of people around us. We will
remember his birth this Christmas and we
will invite Him to stay in our lives.
Christ is near us as a child, as a
homeless person, as a prisoner and as a
friend. Let us see more openly, listen more
intently and love more unconditionally this
coming year. God came into this world to
bless us with His forgiving love, so that we
should become a blessing to people around
us. There is the answer to John Lennon’s
question.
Have
a
wonderful
Christmas
celebration and a blessed new year!
Always your joyful pastor,
Dagfinn

Book Your Christmas Trip To Norway Today!
For The Best Rate, Book Your Airfare Early!
• Highly competitive prices
• Personal, professional service
• Cruise and train arrangements
• Tailor-made travel plans to Norway
• Experienced, multi-lingual travel consultants

7906 Fifth Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free: (800) 822-5838 • Fax: (718) 238-3604

God jul
og godt nyttår!
Work Wear, Inc.
7301 5th Ave NE, Suite A
Seattle, WA 98115

Phone: (206) 522-5791
Email: info@workwearinc.com

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • WWW.NORWAY.COM • DECEMBER 18, 2009

12

Arts and Entertainment

Holidays of light
Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago,
Ill. presents its annual exhibit “Christmas
Around the World and Holidays of Light”

Ken Nordan

God Jul
&
Godt Nytt År
Nordea Bank

437 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10022
Tel: (212) 318-9300 • Fax: (212) 318-9318

www.Nordea.coM

creative media alliance

Chicago, Ill.

Chicago has a lot to be thankful for,
including the large number of world-class
museums and exhibitions. The Museum
of Science and Industry presents a yearly
exhibit titled, “Christmas Around the
World and Holidays of Light,” a display
of traditional Christmas trees from over 50
ethnic communities in Chicago. From the
blue colors of the tree from Greece to the
carved animal faces and corn cob nativity
on the tree from Kenya, each tree gives the
viewer a glimpse of that country’s specific
ways of celebrating Christmas.
The Norwegian tree with its Julenisse
(Christmas elf), candles, and rosemaled
ornaments was decorated by the Chicago
Norwegian National League and friends. A
story placard tells of the fjøsnisse (barn elf)
who takes care of the animals on the farms.
Every farm must leave him a large portion
of porridge on Christmas Eve, or else he will
play a trick on the people of the farm.
Many of the ethnic communities use
the nearby stage to give presentations to tell
listeners about the unique festivities of their
country’s Christmas celebration. We were
all tapping our feet to the dancing of the
“The Leikarringen Heimhug Dancers” and
their bunad (Norwegian traditional costume)
show was very educational. Lynn SoveMaxson described the Norwegian Christmas

Williamsburg, Va.

branding
print
web
video
creativemediaalliance.com
DECEMBER 18, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

traditions as the children from the dancer’s
families and the audience decorated a typical
Norwegian Christmas tree. The Vikings
Leif and Olaf who had recently converted to
Christianity told stories of Viking days to the
children, later, everyone danced around the
Christmas tree to celebrate the coming of the
Christ Child.
The “Christmas Around the World and
Holidays of Light” exhibit at the Museum of
Science and Industry in Chicago, Ill. is open
through Jan. 3, 2010. For more information,
visit www.msichicago.org.

News from the East Coast
Berit T. Mesarick

powering norway.com

Photo: Julie Nordan

The children trim a tree with candles, flags,
baskets and other ornaments.

A collection of more than 200 books
dealing with Norwegian history, especially
Norway’s role during World War II, recently
returned to Norway onboard HMS Roald
Amundsen.
Andy Thurson (nee Arnfinn Torkildsen)
born in Flekkefjord, Norway who died earlier
this year, had willed his book collection to
Horten Marine Museum in Norway.
Thurson went to sea at the age of 15,
shortly before WWII, signing up as a gunner
on a Norwegian merchant ship, and trained
in Camp Norway in Canada.
In 1972 he was instrumental in forming
the North-American branch of Sjøforsvarets
Skytteradveling for Handelsflåten – an
association for gunners serving on Norwegian
ships during the war. He was able to locate
more than 200 prospective members, today
only 35 are still alive.
Thurson was a member of Sons of
Norway Norumbega lodge 3-506 in West
Newton, Mass.
				
Norwegian service in Washington, D.C.
The Norwegian church service in
metropolitan Washington, D.C. in Emmanuel
Lutheran church in Bethesda, Md. continues
its offer on the second Sunday of the month,
except July and August.
Pastor Hilde Barsnes from the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church in New York
City conducts the service in Norwegian,
supported by the Norwegian church choir.
The service is followed by kirkekaffe.
On Christmas Eve, a joint Scandinavian

service at 3 p.m. at Augustana Lutheran
church in Northwest Washington, D.C.
For information, contact Lasse Syversen
(301) 641-7908.
Six-thousand items at Sons of Norway
lodge
The library of Sons of Norway Lodge
Washington 3-428 has more than 6,000
items, which includes 3,000 books in English
and Norwegian, DVDs, VHS films and CDs,
the Norwegian American Weekly, plus other
newspapers and magazines.
The lodge had its traditional lutefisk
dinner in November. Ham and meatballs
were also on the menu. The lutefisk for the
dinner was shipped directly from Ålesund,
Norway.
				
Ken Phillips directing music in Norway
Ken Phillips, a native of Hampton, Va.,
has lived in Norway for 37 years where he
is now Music Director for a 1,000 year old
church in Hvaler, Norway, a summer resort
area southeast of Oslo.
He returns periodically to the United
States to arrange special music programs for
First United Methodist church in Hampton.
In late fall, Phillips and the church organist,
Lynda Gilpin, presented a unique program
of multi-hand music, a 16-hand piece with
eight pianists, requiring split second timing.
Phillips studied music at Princeton,
and is also an accomplished composer with
one of his pieces performed by the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir.
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In Your Neighborhood

Lights on the lucia...
(…continued from page 1)

performed by the children at Swedish Salem
Lutheran Church in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn.
The simple sanctuary seems the perfect
site for such a delight. The stone church,
built over 100 years ago, is bathed in
candlelight with two evergreens, adorned
only in white lights, flanking each side of the
altar. The predominantly white mosaic in the
apse shimmers. As you enter, you actually
catch your breath and then the sweet sound
of children’s voices reaches your ears.   
There had been a children’s Lucia
performed by the Barnklubben Elsa Rix,
Brooklyn branch for over 70 years.
About three years after its demise,
Lynda Larsen saw another branch of the
Barnklubben Lucia performing at the Viking
Fest and she had a marvelous idea. Why
not bring the children’s Lucia back to the
same site? She and her sister, Odette Larsen,
chaired the event for the last three years
on behalf of the Scandinavian East Coast
Museum (SECM) and it has had a steady
attendance of over 70 people.
This year has been especially
bittersweet, since the congregation is closing
on Jan. 3 and the property will revert to the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s
synod. The Lucia group turned out in full
force with over 20 children. The tomter were
as always a favorite. How can one resist a
cherubic three-year-old decked in red, their
face lit softly by lantern light.
One of their parents remarked, “How
incredible the acoustics are in this church.”
Their voices could be heard clearly
throughout the space.
At the end of the procession, Odette
Larsen thanked all who made the event
possible and gave a very touching speech
about preserving our traditions for future

generations.
“How wonderful it is to have these
children, their parents and leaders work
to share this beautiful event with us.” She
was followed by Victoria Hofmo, SECM
President, who thanked Pastor Weiber for
her generosity over the last three years and
gave her a gift on behalf of the organization.
Hofmo couldn’t hold back her tears, as she
told the audience that the church is closing.
“I am sad for the Pastor, the congregation
and the community. When you think of all
the music that has come out of this place, the
program tonight—over seven decades of past
Lucias, Myrvik and Walter Eriksson (two
prominent local Scandinavian musicians that
went to this church and performed here) it is
unbelievable.”
Pastor Weiber, lightened the mood, “But
we have tonight and aren’t we lucky to be
together to enjoy this now.”
Afterwards,
the
audience
went
downstairs to enjoy open-faced sandwiches
and salads made by Nordic Delicacies, as
well as krumkaker and Lucia buns. There
was also a huge pot of warm risgrøt prepared
by the Danish Athletic Club. The SECM tries
to retain the authenticity of the past Lucia
celebrations here, so all the tables are candlelit with fresh apple holders and homemade
gløgg is available. Children who attended the
performance helped serve and pull the lovely
raffle prizes. The event finished with all
singing Christmas carols lead by the vocals
of Bob Carlson and Kathleen Stolarski, who
were accompanied by Ellen Lindstrom on
the accordion.   
Everyone left joyful, with warm
memories and happy tummies. However,
it was impossible not to be saddened by
the uncertainty of what would become of
this lovely church, its history and the now
homeless Lucia.

God Jul
&
Godt Nytt År
fra Det Norske Veritas

One International Boulevard, Suite 1200
Crossroads Corporate Center
Mahwah, New Jersey 07495

201-512-8900 - www.dnv.com

SEALIFT Inc.
68 West Main Street, Oyster Bay, New York 11771
Tel: (516) 922-1000 – Fax: (516) 922-6526
www.sealiftinc.com – info@sealiftinc.com

God

Vi Ønsker Alle

Jul og Godt Nytt År

Fredd Hoff Isaksen & Ragnar Meyer-Knutsen

Independent ~ U.S. Flag Liner Service ~ Ship Owners
Ship Operators & Project Managers
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • WWW.NORWAY.COM • DECEMBER 18, 2009

14

Education
We now offer distinctive Norwegian artifacts!

The Oseberg Tapestry of AD 834 reproduced by University of Oslo & Viking Ship Museum
technology (sold at the Museum). Fine pewter pieces from distinguished Norwegian metalsmiths,
including the whimsical Viking Ship bowl. Norwegian Viking King Figurines, historically accurate,
artistically designed, & hand painted. Plus many more Nordic artifacts.

Discover the magnificent artistic culture of The Vikings!

Visit us at www.vikingtrader.net

Call toll-free 1.800.842.1676 or email vikingtrader@comcast.net

Play a Vital Role in Your Norwegian Heritage
Purchase a Vesterheim membership
and receive a one-time
20%-off discount at the museum stores
from Nov. 27 through Dec. 24.

Shop for Christmas gifts at
vesterheim.org, our secure online store.
Memberships start at $25
and can be purchased at vesterheim.org.
Members receive
the fabulous Vesterheim magazine,
plus a continuing 10% discount at the stores.
For a unique holiday present—
how about a Gift Membership!

Preserving a heritage. Connecting us all.

523 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa • 563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org

Winter in Norway?...
(…continued from page 1)

sun, sea, and sand—not snow and long hours
of darkness.
In fact, Norway is a great midwinter
destination. You’ll benefit from bargain
airfares, no crowds, and the opportunity to
see the beauty of Norway’s winter light and
landscape. If you’re visiting family, you’ll
also earn tons of street credit just for showing
up at that time of year.
Admittedly, on my winter trip I played
it safe and stuck to the southern parts of the
country. Next time, I’ll be more intrepid.
Trondheim or Tromsø in winter? Why not?
Oslo in Winter
On a winter day, you may find Oslo
muffled in a freezing white fog, or sparkling
in icy sunshine. Outside the National Theater,
the statue of Henrik Ibsen wears a pristine
collar of white. In the Vigeland Sculpture
Park, snow brings out the contours of
Gustav Vigeland’s massive granite statues.
Somehow, they never seem cold. Perhaps it’s
because Oslo’s winter temperatures aren’t all
that extreme. In February, the average high
is 30˚ F, the average low is 19˚.
For winter visitors, Oslo offers
something for everyone, from museums to
theater and shopping. Museums and historic
sites are open throughout the year, but check
the opening hours; popular museums such
as the Viking Ship Museum and Norwegian
Maritime Museum typically close at 4 p.m.
in the winter, instead of 6 p.m. as in the
summer.
In Oslo you can also go ice skating,
tobogganing, or cross-country skiing, all
accessible by public transportation. For
more info on winter sports and activities, go
to www.visitoslo.com/en and click on “10
suggestions for a winter’s day.”

Destination: Stavanger
The Gulf Stream brings Stavanger milder
winters than you might expect. In February,
the average high is 38˚ F, the average low
is 29˚ F. (These temperatures sound pretty
good to me, as the western United States
goes through a December cold snap.) If you
visit in midwinter, you may well find the
streets free of snow and the lawn around the
12th century-cathedral still green.
Gamle Stavanger, the old town, is
magical in winter. The small, white wooden
houses seemed as serene as the swans in the
harbor below. This is the largest district of
wooden houses in Northern Europe, a quiet
residential neighborhood that will transport
you back a century or two. As I wandered
the cobblestone streets in early February, the
streets were virtually empty. A cat strolled
across the cobblestones; a musician cycled
past, a violin slung over his back.
The Norwegian Canning Museum,
dedicated to Stavanger’s fish canning
industry, is tucked away in an old cannery in
Gamle Stavanger. It’s part of the Stavanger
Museum, which operates several different
museums and historic sites. If you’re there on
the first Sunday of the month (and Tuesdays
and Thursdays during the summer), you can
smell and taste the product right out of the
smoking ovens. The Norsk Oljemuseum, or
Petroleum Museum, is also open throughout
the winter.
Located
on
the
harbor,
the
Utvandrersentret or Norwegian Emigration
Center is a must for many American visitors.
Here, you can do your own research or get
the help of the center’s expert staff to trace
your Norwegian ancestry. Per Inge Bøe,
historian at the center, told me, “It can be
quite busy in the summer, when the cruise
boats arrive.” But there’s no better time than
winter for an in-depth research visit.

Winter travel tips
• Sign up for emails from Scandinavian Airlines, Icelandair, and other airlines so you’ll find
out about special offers. Outside the Christmas/New Year holidays, winter fares can be half
what you’d pay in the summer.
• Plan ahead. Museums and attractions often have shorter hours in the winter. In smaller
towns, they may close altogether for the season. By checking websites ahead of time, you’ll
still be able to plan a full itinerary.
• If you’re taking a bus or train, allow enough time between connections to account
for weather delays. I learned this the hard way, with a mad dash across the slush-filled
Kristiansand bus station parking lot as my train was about to close its doors.
• Remember the Norwegian saying: There’s no such thing as bad weather, only bad
clothing.

Helpful Web sites
Norwegian Emigration Center
www.utvandrersenteret.no
Norwegian Petroleum Museum
www.norskolje.museum.no
Stavanger Region
www.regionstavanger.com/en/
Stavanger Museum
www.stavanger.museum.no
Visit Oslo
www.visitoslo.com/en/

ATTENTION
READERS!
DECEMBER 18, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

Oslo Icicles

Photo: Erica Olsen

So that the staff at the Norwegian American
Weekly can spend the holidays with their
families, no issue will be printed January 1,
2010. Thank you for your understanding!
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Books by Astrid Karlsen Scott... The perfect gift!
Silent Patriot

A riveting World War II story
about Hugo Munthe-Kaas,
Norway’s most highly decorated
soldier who became a Secret
Agent for the British. This true
and incredible
story deserves
a place of
honor in every
World War II
library!

Hardback
$16.95
Photos: Heidi Håvan Grosch

Left: A Norwegian tradition-Pepperkaker. Right: Thick lefse is popular with the younger generation.

Preparing for jul...
(…continued from page 1)

most wait until little Christmas Eve (Dec.
23) to put up the tree. Advent is primarily
a church season in the United States, but
here it is celebrated with banners, purple
candles and tablecloths (the red and green
of Christmas come out with the tree) and
electric advent wreaths and stars in almost
every window.
Nisser
Fjøsnisser (barn nisser) live on farms
and help take care of the animals. They are
small, bearded creatures wearing long red
knitted hats, but you don’t usually see them.
It’s important to treat them well. If you
don’t, they will get angry and your farm will
not prosper. Perhaps your barn will burn
down, your cows will refuse to give milk, or
your horse will break a leg.
Their favorite treat is a bowl of porridge
(often made out of sour cream) with a big
slab of butter left out in the snow for them
in mid-December, around the time of the
winter solstice. If you remember to do this,
the barn nisser will know you appreciate
them and will bring you good luck for the
New Year.
The julenisser (Christmas nisser) are
Santa’s Norwegian helpers. They look very
similar to the barn nisser, and bring presents
on Christmas Eve. Instead of cookies and
milk, Norwegian children leave a bowl of
porridge for the julenisser.
Trolldeig
Trolldeig is a homemade playdough that
is a popular material for making homemade
decorations. My recent experiences with
it also involved small children, so the final
creations are masterpieces of the heart rather
than works of art, but if you fish around on
the internet you will find some incredible
trolldeig creations. My mother-in-law has
some she made years ago, baskets with roses
and other flowers, that still hang in family
homes.
Here’s a recipe if you want to try…
1 part water (i.e.1 liter)
1 part salt (i.e. 1 kg)
2 parts flour (i.e. 2kg)
dash of cooking oil (I tablespoon)
Try to keep things thin so they dry faster.
If you make a Christmas tree ornament
(cookie cutters work great) stick a paperclip
in the top to attach the ribbon later… or
make a wreath or candy cane with twisted or
braided strands.
Bake in a warm oven (70 degrees C)
until dry and is no longer soft (this could
take many hours). Paint and varnish and you
have a keepsake for life! (or if it didn’t dry
well, at least until it gets moldy)

Christmas Baking
I thought everyone did it, but as I ask
around it appears more and more people are
buying what they need. That explains the
huge stacks of krumkaker, krensekaker and
pepperkaker in grocery stores.
But for many Norwegians baking for
Christmas is still a must. I tried my hand
at a thin non-potato lefse (Lams here in
Trøndelag – traditionally spread with a
butter/powdered sugar mixture, folded, then
cut into rectangles).
Here’s what I learned from that
experience: the rolling pin you use really
DOES make a difference, it can never be
too thin, brush off ALL the excess flour,
work fast when baking (we used an electric
“griddle”) and don’t be afraid of getting your
kitchen dirty. I never realized that thin lefse
is stiff when baked; placing it between towels
and spritzing it with water makes it soft. I
was told that in “the olden days” when it was
cooked on a wood burning stove – the type
of firewood (Birch – it has an even heat) was
critical.
The younger generation started a
tradition a few years ago making thick lefse.
It’s about the thickness of a pancake, spread
with a butter/powdered sugar mixture, made
into a sandwich and cut into triangles. The
twist is that there are raw eggs in the filling…
We can do that here, at least for now, since
there are no health risks associated with raw
eggs.
I will have some traditional goodies on
my Christmas table (at least 7 different kinds
as required!), but enjoy experimenting with
new recipes (the caramel popcorn last year
was a hit!). I have to remember to balance
the sweetness, however. My first year I was
given the task of frosting the pepperkaker,
and I did it the American way – with lots of
frosting. Most of those cookies didn’t get
eaten, except by the kids and teens. I learned
later that to a Norwegian, frosting a cookie
means a dab here and there not smothering
it as we Americans tend to do. Now I find
myself cutting the sugar in half on many
American recipes and it works just fine.

Defiant Courage

A page turner! Norway’s longest
World War II escape. More
than 60 people risk their lives
to save the fugitive Norwegian
Commando, Jan Baalsrud,
from
the
Gestapo. A
true story of
his perilous
journey to
freedom!

Hardback
$27.95

In the Shadow of the Gestapo

A true story of patriotism, courage,
deceit, and espionage, accomlished
at personal tragic cost to Gunvald
Tomstad, a farmer from Norway.
The tale of this double agent is a
human drama
unparalelled
in Norwegian
World War II
history!

Paperback
$19.95

To place your order, call us toll-free at (800) 618-0013
or email us at nordicadventures@comcast.net

Visit our website at www.nordicadventures.com

The Little Viking Gift Shop

Seaport Village - 817 West Harbor Dr. San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 232-7160 • www.thelittleviking.com • info@thelittleviking.com
Fine Gifts and Collectibles • Cooking supplies • Clothing • and more!

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

On TV
There are certain programs on TV that
come on at the same time every Christmas
– and if they don’t, NRK (the national TV
station) has thousands of unhappy customers.
One is a short (15-minute), black and white
British comedy sketch (you can find “Dinner
for One” at video.google.com/videoplay?
docid=8908622153579785434# or www.
youtube.com/watch?v=im3ZIqmZT3c).
Now I have to run. I have cookies to
bake… I am only up to three in my list of
seven! God Jul!
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Venner.
Make the most of your time – fly smoothly and comfortably to your
friends and family. By the way, “Venner” means friends in Norwegian.
Check out all our timetables and destinations at flysas.com/us.
Welcome onboard!
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Go to Scandinav
deals to

Copenhagen Stockholm Oslo Helsinki Gothenburg Stavanger*
flysas.com/us
*

Check out all our destinations and timetables at www.flysas.com.

