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This week in the paper

This week on Norway.com

Alexander Rybak’s
film is
released!

Der hvor det er en gammel mann, behøver intet
å gå galt.

Tora Berger
wins Sprint
Read more
on page 5

- Kiswahili Ordtak

Read more at blog.norway.com
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Online News
Dateline Oslo
High ambitions for
Norwegian climate
research

There is no longer any doubt
that human activity is contributing substantially to global
climate change. What is needed now is knowledge—about
causal relationships and effects, potential measures, and
how to adapt to a new reality.
This is where climate researchers enter the picture. “Norway
has climate researchers with
top-level international standing in many areas,” states Siri
Hatlen, who is heading the
Government-appointed Klima
21 forum.
(Research Council of Norway)

SOF CONSEIL joins
Norwegian DNV group
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Norway expels 30 Iraqis

In a major
crackdown,
the Norwegian
police have
expelled Iraqis
with a criminal
record
Norwegian American Weekly
Staff Compilation

In the early morning of Dec.
6, Norwegian police expelled 30
Iraqis who were staying in Norway
illegally, many with a criminal
record. They were put on a
chartered plane for Iraq with heavy
police escort.
CONTINUES PAGE 6

French company SOF CONSEIL joins the Norwegian
DNV group (Det Norske Veritas). SOF CONSEIL is a leading professional provider of
safety and environmental risk
management services. “This
will be an important base for
growing the French and North
African energy market,” says
DNV COO Remi Eriksen.
(DNV)
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Thirty Iraqis, 11 of whom were convicted, were deported to Baghdad on the night of Dec. 6.

Snøhetta exhibition at
Scandinavia House

Multimedia exhibition illuminates
the design and philosophy
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$1 = NOK 5.67
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Interview with Geir Sjøberg
Counselor at
the Norwegian
Mission to the
United Nations
Interview by Marit Fosse
Geneva, Switzerland

For the last couple of months
Norway has been a full fledged
member of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva. The lobbying
activities for this started quite
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Geir Sjøberg

Bjørndalen wins sprint
Norwegian National Opera and Ballet

Photo: Trond Isaksen Statsbygg

Ole Einar Bjørndalen
wins Men’s 10K Sprint
in Östersund on Dec. 6
Special Release

International Biathlon Union

Special Release

Scandinavia House

The
innovative,
awardwinning, and environmentally
conscious
architectural
firm,
Snøhetta, will be featured in a multifaceted exhibition at Scandinavia

House: The Nordic Center in
America, opening on February 4,
2010. SNØHETTA: architecture
- landscapes - interiors offers
CONTINUES PAGE 12

Bjørndalen covered the 10K
course in 23:30.1, putting him
25.1 seconds ahead of his younger
teammate Emile Hegle Svendsen.
Bjørndalen shot clean while
Svendsen missed one standing
shot. Third went to Tim Burke of
CONTINUES PAGE 5
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Norge - Uken som gikk

Nyheter på Nettet

Dødsulykke i Hedmark

En mann omkom søndag kveld i en
kollisjon med en lastebil på riksvei
25 i Løten i Hedmark på 6. desember.
Ulykken skjedde på riksvei 25 ved Ebru
i Løten kommune, mellom Myklegard og
Elverum. Mye tyder på at personbilen kom
over i feil kjørefelt, sier operasjonsleder
Henning Olsen i Hedmark politidistrikt
til NTB. Mannen var på vei vestover
mens lastebilen var på vei mot Elverum.
Bilføreren var alene i bilen og omkom på
stedet. (NTB)

Svensk gruppe vil kjøpe Volvo

- Vi har meldt fra til Ford at vi er klare til
å legge inn et finansielt bud på Volvo, sier
Peder Fast, leder for investorgruppen til
TT. Fast kan fortelle at Ford fikk beskjed
før helgen, og at gruppen har den rette
finansielle ryggraden til å klare et oppkjøp
av det svenske bilmerket.
(E24)

Ringte politiet før drapet

En 49 år gammel mann er siktet for drapet
i Ytre Enebakk i Akershus på 6. desember.
Politiadvokat Knut Inge Stavang bekrefter
overfor Nettavisen at den drapssiktede
49-åringen skal ha mottatt trusler per
telefon og at han varslet politiet om dette
en time før drapet. - Truslene kom fra en
ukjent person, sier Stavang.
(Nettavisen)

18 barn ble smittet i barnehagen

Den 12. oktober var en tre år gammel gutt
hjemme fra Tempe barnehage i Trondheim
på grunn av diaré. Da foreldrene oppdaget
spor av blod i avføringen til gutten, ble det
tatt prøver som viste at treåringen hadde
e.coli. Dette var begynnelsen på det som
skulle bli en slitsom høst for foreldre og
ansatte ved barnehagen. For etter hvert ble
det klart at hvert tredje barn i barnehagen
var smittet av bakterien. Mattilsynet
bekrefter at e.coli kan smitte via dyr.
(Adressavisen)

Her ble 18-åringen skutt fordi han
kastet snøball

I helgen ble en norsk 18-åring skutt bakfra
av en 77 år gammel mann i den svenske
byen Tärnaby. 18-åringen var sammen
med en guttegjeng som provoserte
77-åringen med å kaste snøball mot huset
hans, og 77-åringen skal ha svart med å
skyte med hagle mot ungdomsgjengen.
18-åringen som ble skutt i ryggen, kom fra
det uten alvorlige skader. - Guttene prøvde
å rømme da de så våpenet. 18-åringen ble
skutt bakfra, sier faren til en av guttene.
(NTB)

Åtteåring alvorlig skadd i akeulykke

En åtte år gammel gutt er fløyet med
luftambulanse til sykehuset i Tromsø med
alvorlige hodeskader etter en akeulykke
mandag ettermiddag. Politiet fikk melding
om ulykken som skjedde i Nordvågen i
Nordkapp på 7. desember ettermiddag.
- En gutt på åtte år er påkjørt av en bil,
og ifølge AMK har han fått alvorlige
hodeskader, sier operasjonsleder Asgeir
Aule i Vestfinnmark politidistrikt til NTB.
Ulykken skjedde da gutten kom kjørende
ut i veien med akebrettet og ble påkjørt av
en bil.
(NTB)

Togpassasjerene går verre tider i møte
Jernbanedirektør Elisabeth
Enger spår at blir enda
verre før det blir bedre for
togpassasjerene i Oslo og
på Østlandet
Aftenposten
Massive problemer med signalanleggene har ført til store forsinkelser og kaos
på toglinjene rundt hovedstaden de to siste
ukene. 4. desember alene førte brudd i en
gammel kabel til 125 timer samlede forsinkelser i trafikken.
7. desember møtte jernbanedirektør
Elisabeth Enger og konserndirektør Stein
Nilsen i NSB Persontog hos samferdselsminister Magnhild Meltveit Kleppa for å drøfte
problemene.
Problemene i jernbanetrafikken er
omfattende, men skyldes for en stor del
fraværet av jevnlig vedlikehold i tidligere

tider. Måling av
feilkildene viser at
svært mye skyldes
signalanleggene.
Nå har imidlertid
pengene
kommet på bordet
og nytt utstyr skal
erstatte det gamle.
Over de neste årene
skal 2 milliarder
kroner investeres i
oppussing og opFoto: Monica Strømdahl
pgradering. Bare i
2010 skal arbeider 4. desember var det fullt kaos på Oslo S etter tekniske problemer.
for 470 millioner
delse med utbedringene er det også satt av
settes ut i livet, som blir beskrevet som det 80 millioner kroner som skal brukes til informaksimale av hva som er praktisk mulig å masjon rettet mot passasjerene.
gjennomføre i løpet av neste år. – Vi har bare
English Synopsis: Massive problems
tiden fra klokken 23.15 til 4.15 hver natt. I
with the signal facilities have led to major
tillegg vil vi stenge deler av jernbanenettet
delays on the railway lines around Oslo.
helt i 16 dager i juli neste år, sier jernbaneRailway Director Elisabeth Enger predicts
direktør Enger.
it will be even worse before it gets better
Jernbanedirektøren beklager ulempene
for train passengers.
arbeidene vil påføre de reisende. I forbin-

Regine Stokke er død

Jenta som ble landskjent da hun blogget om egen
kreftsykdom, døde 3. desember, 18 år gammel
Nettavisen
«Torsdag 3. desember 2009 klokken
14.02 sovnet vår kjære Regine stille inn i sin
seng», står det å lese på Regine Hansen Stokkes egen blogg.
Innlegget er skrevet av Regines lillesøster
Elise, og avslutter den 15 måneder lange
kampen søsteren førte mot kreftsykdommen
MDS/AML. På nettsiden reginestokke.com
ble det forklart hva kreftsykdommen gikk ut
på;
- Regine har noe som heter myelodysplastisk syndrom, som omfatter en feil på
alle cellerekker. 18 år gamle Regine Stokkes
modige beskrivelse av sin egen kreftsykdom
på bloggen «Regine Stokke – Face Your
Fear» gjorde henne nasjonalt kjent. Stokke
samlet også inn penger til kreftforskningen
via sin blogg.
Under tiden med behandling har Regine
latt familie, venner og sine mange tusen

lesere ta del i håpet, lettelsen og de mange
vonde stundene. I et intervju med Aftenposten.no fortalte Regine at hun kunne ha opp
mot 100.000 lesere daglig.
Allerede minutter etter at familien valgte
å offentliggjøre at Regine hadde tapt kampen
mot kreften, hadde over 1000 personer sendt
sine siste hilsener på bloggen hennes.
- Du ga oss håp og vi følte med deg. Du
skrev om dine tanker til oss, til de som ikke
forsto deg, heter det fra en leser.
Regine Stokke (18) skrev selv sitt siste
blogginnlegg så sent som 1. desember.
- Etter 15 lange måneder i kamp mot
kreften, har du nå endelig funnet fred. Det
har nok vært de lengste og tøffeste månedene
i ditt liv. Det har det også vært for oss rundt
deg. Vi har hatt mange tunge stunder sammen i denne vanskelige tiden, men vi har
også hatt mange fine, skriver søsteren Elise
i den siste hilsenen.

Foto: Privat

Regine Stokke (18) ble landskjent da hun som
17-åring valgte å skrive om sykdommen på sin
egen blogg.

English Synopsis: Regine Stokke, who
died Dec. 3 of a blood disease, became
nationally known through her blog
“Regine Stokke — Face Your Fear” about
her illness.

Slottet lanserer barnesider

Et ønske om å tilpasse seg nye tider, ligger til grunn for kongehusets
nye nettsider for barn
Aftenposten
Som kong Harald V varslet i sin tale til
Stortinget i høst, lanserte Slottet i dag egne
nettsider for barn.
Kongen begrunnet barnesidene med
et ønske om modernisering. Han ønsker at
kongehuset skal tilpasse seg et forandret forhold til folket. Av samme grunn ble kongelige nettsider på samisk lansert i fjor.
Barna blir fra i formiddag ønsket
velkommen til de nye nettsidene av kongen,
hans barnebarn, prinsesse Ingrid Alexandra,
og hunden Ronja.
- Jeg heter Ronja, og er en av kongens
hunder. Jeg er en netthund, og bor på disse
sidene. Sidene passer nok best for dere som
er 10-11 år gamle, men jeg håper andre vil
like dem også, sier hunden.
Prinsesse Ingrid Alexandras opptreden i
videoen, er ifølge TV 2 første gang vår mu-
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lige fremtidige dronning snakker i det offentlige rom.
På sidene får
barn informasjon som
er tilpasset dem, om
kongehuset, de kongeliges liv og virke, dagens monarki og historien tilbake til 1814.
Slottet håper at barna
kan bruke nettsidene i
skolearbeidet.
Men det skal også
være moro. Sidene inneholder spørreleker, samt et utvalg av de
mange tegningene som kongefamilien mottar fra barn over hele landet.
Dertil er åtte filmer laget om viktige rom
på Slottet. Det er de kongelige selv som forteller om rommene og deres funksjon.

English Synopsis: The Royal Family
launched a new Web site geared towards
children. The Web site features a welcome by HM King Harald V, Princess
Ingrid Alexandra, and her internet dog
Ronja. Visit www.kongehuset.no.
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News

Bye, bye bachelor’s
Education researcher suggests
getting rid of bachelor’s
degrees in Norway and
instead offering only five-year
Master’s degrees
Renowned education researcher Per
Olaf Aamodt believes that it may be best
if universities only offered five-year study
programs that ended with a Master’s
degreee. He recently presented this idea at
the University of Oslo’s seminar, “Young
Wave.”
Over the last five years the number of
postgraduate/Master’s students in Norway
increased. Aamodt believes that most
students don’t feel that Bachelor’s degree is
enough, and will voluntarily go on to take a
Master’s degree anyway.
Ivy league professor Espen Eckbo
doesn’t agree with Aamodt’s idea. “I fear
that the proposal ultimately will prevent the
students to freely choose which institution
they will take the last two years Master’s,”
says Eckbo.
He believes the current system
implements healthy competition between
the students and also between educational
institutions. (Aftenposten)

Pensioners abroad must
pay taxes in 2010
More than half of Norwegian pensioners who live abroad
must begin to pay withholding tax to Norway in 2010
Special Release
According to a bill passed by the
Norwegian government in March, more
than half of Norwegian pensioners who live
abroad will be required to pay withholding
tax on their pensions from Norway unless the
pension recipient provides proof that they
pay taxes in the country they live. As it is
written, it is unclear how and to whom this
documentation should be sent.
Based on limited information, the
Norwegian American Weekly has been
able to find on this issue, it seems like the
withholding will be applied to pensioners
living in the United States unless you provide
proof that you are paying taxes in the United
States.
However, the tax treaty between Norway
and the United States does not provide for
double taxation, so receivers of Norwegian
pensions that can provide proof that they pay
taxes in the United States should avoid the

withholding tax of 15%.
The Norwegian Ministry of Finance
estimates that 55 percent of Norwegian
pensioners abroad live in countries where
Norway can deduct withholding tax from
pension payments, based on numbers from
NAV. In addition, 30 percent live in countries
where the Norwegian government can
already deduct withholding taxes on part of
the pension payment.
The tax will be deducted from the gross
benefit payment and the Ministry of Finance
estimates the new withholding tax will
provide approximately NOK 230 million to
the Norwegian Treasury in 2010. Since the
Government has a majority in the Storting, it
is expected that the bill will be adopted.
The bill was initiated after it became
known that former Norwegian prime minister
Gro Harlem Bruntland did not have to pay
tax to either country on her large Norwegian
government pension because she was living
in France.

Norway positive to new U.S. End of free
skiing in Sweden
strategy for Afghanistan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

“The overall objective of the U.S.
strategy is to enable the Afghan people to
govern and further develop their country.
This requires the continued presence and
active involvement of the international
community, both in civilian and military
terms. The intensified U.S. efforts will be
important for implementing the mandate the
U.N. Security Council has been given for
Afghanistan,” Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr
Støre commented.
“The course that President Obama is now
staking out is the result of a thorough process.
Norway values the close consultations
between the United States and its allies and
other ISAF partners. The strategy highlights

the need to implement measures that can
help strengthen the ability and capacity of
the Afghan authorities to fulfil their own
responsibilities, both with regard to security
and development,” Foreign Minister Støre
said.
“We are pleased that the United States
intends to place greater emphasis on
protecting the civilian population and on
civilian capacity-building. It is capacitybuilding of this kind that can pave the way for
a gradual scaling down of the international
military presence in the country. This is an
approach that we have also prioritized in
Norway’s efforts in Afghanistan,” Foreign
Minister Støre commented.

It’s the end to free skiing in
Sweden—at least in oppgåtte
trails. Several Swedish ski resorts
are introducing a fee for using the
trails—something that has been a
big fear of many Norwegians

A family of two adults and one 16-yearold must pay SEK 750 (USD $106) a week to
use the cross country terrain in Funäsdalen in
Härjedalen, on the border of Røros funnels.
The municipality’s own citizens do not have
to pay.
Several of Sweden’s most famous ski
resorts are trying to impose such fees on the
ski slopes. To go skiing in oppgåtte tracks
have previously been free.
Such a payment system is already
implemented in Bruksvallarna, Åre Björnen,
and Lofsdalen. (Aftenposten)

This week on Norway.com
Democratic Republic of Congo “won’t
execute Norwegian convicts”

The Democratic Republic of Congo has
given its assurances that two Norwegians
will not be executed despite a court ruling
upholding their death sentence for murder,
Norway’s government said Dec. 4. (AFP)

Norway’s Hansen loses appeal

Norwegian rider Tony Andre Hansen has
lost his appeal to keep the Olympic bronze
team jumping medal taken from him when
his horse failed a doping test. (Associated
Press)

Quota for the minke whale hunt in 2010

The Minister of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs has set a quota of 1,286 animals for the
minke whale hunt in 2010. The quota for
2010 is composed of a basic annual quota
of 885 and the addition of unused quota in
2009. In 2010 it will be permitted to catch
up to 1,016 animals in coastal areas. The
model used for setting the quota is conservative. The quota is within an interval that
researchers believe provides adequate security with regard to protecting the whale
stocks we hunt. (Ministry of Fisheries and
Coastal Affairs)

Uninor services launched in India

Telenor Group’s Indian mobile operation,
Uninor, announced the launch of its mobile
services on Dec. 3, in seven Indian telecom
circles, making it the largest single day
launch in the telecom history. On the first
day of service, Uninor covered a footprint
of close to 600 million people. (Telenor)

Snøkirka melts quickly

This year, the Classic Norway Ice Hotel
and snøkirke (snow church) took twice as
much ice as last year. Nearly 40 tons of ice
has been used so far. Those working with
the third Hjemmeluft on Bjørli say it has
really been hard with climate challenges.
One explanation is that they have built a
larger snøkirke, but mild weather has demanded new and creative ways to reach the
goal of opening by Dec. 12. Trond Jansen
who is involved with the project said that
this year they have faced more problems
with fluctuating temperatures than ever before. (NRK)
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Exchange Rates
(December 7 09)

Norsk Kr.

5.7133

Dansk Kr.

5.0216

Svensk Kr.

7.0529

Canadian $

1.0532

Euro		

0.6748

Business

Oslo Børs:

Vinnere

Navn			
Badger Explorer ASA
Reservoir Exploration Tech
Eltek			
Hjellegjerde		
Norwegian Air Shuttle

Tapere

Siste		
21,00		
1,61		
3,10		
3,55		
145,50		

%
10,53
8,78
8,77
7,58
6,99

Navn			
Siste		
Aqua Bio Technology ASA 0,55		
InvivoSense ASA		
0,90		
Simtronics			
2,82		
Itera Consulting Group
4,02		
Goodtech			
2,20		

%
-15,38
-10,00
-7,24		
-6,51
-6,38

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

1.800.870.7688

Category / Period

Scandinavian owned & operated

1 week

A - Ford Ka
B - Ford Fiesta
C - Ford Focus
E - VW Passat
J - Ford Mondeo Automatic
N - Volvo V70 Wagon

2 weeks

NOK / Approx $

2492 / $ 428
2534 / $ 435
2800 / $ 480
3283 / $ 563
4137 / $ 710
4494 / $ 772

NOK / Approx $

4634 / $ 795
4704 / $ 808
5208 / $ 894
6104 / $ 1048
7686 / $ 1320
8344 / $ 1433

*All prices are in Norwegian Kroner, rates include unlimited km’s, liability insurance & VAT tax

Please see www.ViKiNgCARClub.COm
for a complete listing of vehicles & rates

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415
24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107
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(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!
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Very Reasonable Rates! Only $10 per column inch BW
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Ask for Jake, Tiffanie or Christy
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attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
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24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484
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Smarter growth through
entrepreneuruship
Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

During
the
recent
Global
Entrepreneurship Week, millions of people
in 88 countries participated in over 25,000
events to encourage and celebrate the
power of people with business ideas to
drive forward sustainable economic growth.
The U.S. Ambassador to Norway Barry B.
White, wrote his first blog in Norwegian
about entrepreneurship. President Barack
Obama issued a proclamation supporting
the week and called upon all Americans to
recognize the important contributions of
entrepreneurship to our economy.
Secretary Locke announced the
formation of the Office of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, as well as a National
Advisory Council on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship.
Now the Norwegian Confederation of
Enterprise with 20,000 member companies
is following it up and inviting Carl J.
Schram to be one of the main speakers at
their annual conference at the new Opera
House in Oslo in early January. According
to “The Economist,” he is the evangelist
of entrepreneurship. People from the
Kauffman Foundation have been in Norway
before. But this is the first time the CEO
from the world’s leading foundation for

entrepreneurship is “preaching” in Norway.
Schram received his Ph.D. in economics
from the University of Wisconsin. He is also
an entrepreneur himself. His main message
is that “historically through the last seven
recessions it’s been entrepreneurs who
essentially restarted the economy.”
The founder Ewing Kauffman started
his career as a salesman for a pharmaceutical
company. In 1950 he started his own
pharmaceutical company in the basement
of his home. When he sold the company
in 1989, it had grown to become a global
diversified health care giant with nearly
$1 billion dollars in sales and employing
3,400 associates. He bought the Royals in
1968 and brought major league baseball to
his hometown Kansas City. Talking about
sports and Kansas you might remember the
Norwegian kicker Jan Stenerud. He set some
records playing for the Kansas Chiefs.
Today the mission of the Kauffman
Foundation
mirrors
the
founder’s
commitment to fostering both ends of the
opportunity continuum; education and
entrepreneurship.
The recession has been mild in Norway.
We only have three percent unemployment.
One of the huge challenges ahead however
is what we do “after oil.” In my opinion we
need knowledgeable start-ups. Hope Carl
inspires Norway!

Business News & Notes
Cisco has 89 percent of Tandberg, says it
plans to complete purchase

Cisco Systems Inc., the world`s largest
maker of networking equipment, said it won
about 89 percent of shares for its NOK 19
billion ($3.38 billion) bid for Tandberg ASA
and plans to complete the acquisition. Under
Norwegian law, Cisco needed more than 90
percent of the shares to gain complete control
of Tandberg. Cisco plans to buy the remaining
stock on the open market and acquire options
or other contracts for Tandberg shares, said
Terry Alberstein, a spokesman for San Jose,
California-based company. Tandberg, the
second-biggest maker of video conferencing
equipment, would let Cisco offer lower-cost
products in that market. Cisco announced
the acquisition on Oct. 1, offering NOK
153.50 a share in cash for Tandberg. The bid
failed to entice investors—SEB Enskilda
said that month that shareholders owning
more than 24 percent of the shares didn’t
want to sell. Folketrygdfondet, Norway`s
domestic pension fund and Tandberg’s
largest shareholder with a 10.1 percent
stake, had said it would accept the new
offer, as did Norwegian funds Storebrand
Kapitalforvaltning and Statoils Pensjon. The
acquisition is expected to close in the first
half, Cisco said. (Bloomberg)

Norwegian trees spread Christmas happiness abroad

Norway is in the process of becoming
Europe’s leading producer of Christmas trees.
“The Norwegian Christmas tree industry
has become a success story in recent years.
Christmas tree production is profitable and
provides new opportunities for rural Norway
and for Norwegian agriculture,” says
Minister of Agriculture and Food Lars Peder
Brekk. Over the last few years, Norwegian
Christmas tree exports have exploded. While
there were no Christmas tree exports at all

five or six years ago, this year around 140,000
trees will be sent out of the country.
In 2006, only 2,500 trees were exported.
Trees are sold to Germany, England, Austria
and Switzerland. At the same time, imports
have been reduced by 40 percent since 2003.
The signs are that the growth will continue;
prognoses from the industry organization
Norsk Pyntegrønt show that planting will
increase by over 50 percent annually. In the
present market it is thought that it would be
easy to sell 2 to 3 million more trees than
are sold today. “The industry has become
much more professional. People don’t
go into the woods looking for trees any
more. They have planned plantations on
their own land, which is often of little use
for producing food and is threatened with
abandonment. Christmas tree production
makes few demands on soil quality or type
of location and is well-suited to the coastal
and fjord climate of Western Norway,” says
Brekk. “The value of Norwegian Christmas
tree production is already greater than
Norwegian fruit production,” points out
Minister of Agriculture and Food Lars Peder
Brekk. (regjeringen.no)

Bonus drop for real estate agents

Average monthly bonus payments for
real estate agents amounted to NOK 7,000
in 2009; NOK 1,600 less than in 2008. The
bonuses comprise a significant part of wages
for this occupational group.
Average monthly earnings for real estate
agents, excluding overtime, were at NOK
41,500 as of Sept. 1; an increase of NOK 200,
equivalent to 0.5 percent. This relatively low
increase in wages is mainly due to a decline
in average monthly bonus payments. In
comparison, average basic salary increased
by NOK 1,200, which is 3.7 percent higher
than the year before. (Statistics Norway)

Berger wins Women’s

Sports
5
Sprint Norwegians four out of five top places

International Biathlon Union

Clean shooting and a close battle for
the podium was the order of the day, as the
first five women dropped all five targets and
finished within 17.2 seconds. Following
Berger across the line was Russia’s Olga
Medvedtseva, 6.8 seconds back, Kaisa
Mäkäräinen of Finland, 10 seconds back,
Helena Jonsson, 10.1 seconds back and
Chaoqing Song of China, 17.2 seconds
back.
After the cold weather for the two
evening competitions, conditions warmed up
to a rather mild +1˚ Celsius for the sprint.
Yet it was not a perfect day. The wind from
the left side of the shooting range made for
tricky shooting. In prone, many athletes’
shots drifted either to the right, or they
overcorrected just as the wind slowed down
leaving them off the target to the left.
On Dec. 5, Berger showed that her finish
in the 15K was not indicative of her shape.
She was close to the top of the standings
throughout the competition, made the
necessary adjustments on the shooting range
and had a strong final loop to get clear of
Medvedtseva and Mäkäräinen. Norwegian

Anders Gløersen
Photo: IBU/Christian Manzoni

Women’s Coach Knut Torre Berland
commented on Berger’s win. “This is more
what we expected from Tora. She was a
little bit ill on Wednesday, so that had some
effect on her performance. But today is more
like the level we expected her to be at this
season.”
Berger was not pleased with the
individual competition, but made up for it
with a sterling performance in the Sprint.
She stated, “After I saw how far back I was
then, I knew that had to do my best today. I
just tried to forget Wednesday and focus on
today. I think my shooting was really good
today and I did a good job on the tracks. I
think that today I had a little more power on
the last lap that the others used Wednesday. I
went as fast as possible on the last lap.”

Svindal third in downhill
SkiRacing

At Beaver Creek, Colo., in America’s
only downhill, Swedes Carlo Janka and
Didier Cuche went one-two on the Birds
of Prey Downhill just two hundredths of a
second apart and two hundredths ahead of
Aksel Lund Svindal, a three time winner at
Beaver Creek.
Svindal said his run had been very clean,
with just “a small mistake at the bottom but
it’s a tight race so the time I lost there was
too much.”
Had he been five hundredths faster he

Bjørndalen wins…
(…continued from page 1)

the United States, 37.2 seconds back, who
also shot clean.
Norwegian Men’s Coach Mikael
Lofgren commented on Bjørndalen’s
strong performance. “He was obviously
disappointed with the 20K. Today, he showed
what he has shown over the years and in
training this year. But you know that doing it
in training is one thing; you have to be able
to perform in a race and he did that today.
This is more like what I expected before the
season started.”
Bjπrndalen added that his disappointment
was fueled by some problems in the 20K.
“It was really a tough day for me. I had
some physical problems and I also did not
choose the right materials. I changed these
things today. However, I was worried that it
might take some days or weeks to be on the
podium.”
In addition to changing his skis today,
Bjπrndalen has made some other changes
this season. He is now using his wife’s old
rifle. “Natalie had a very good rifle; much
better than mine as shown in ammunition
testing. So I am now using that rifle.”
The victory today was the 90th of the
“King of Biathlon’s” World Cup career (89 in
biathlon, 1 in cross-country). He continued,
“I was actually surprised to win today. The
shooting was fantastic and I was very fast on
the skis.”

Faster Skier
Norway’s Anders Gløersen and Eirik
Brandsdal placed second and third in the
men’s World Cup cross country sprint in
Düsseldorf, Germany on Dec. 5. Russia’s
Alexei Petukhov outsprinted the Norwegians
to win the race.
Norwegians John Kristian Dahl and
Ola Vigen Hattestad placed fourth and fifth
respectively.
On the women’s side, Norwegians did
not do as well: Celine Brun-Lie placed fifth
and Marit Bjørgen eighth.
Petukhov posted the fastest time in
qualification by just under 2 seconds—a
fact that is especially impressive when you
consider that only 5.43 seconds separated
2nd and 30th.
Despite missing out on the victory,
Norway dominated the race, taking places
2-5 with Anders Gløersen, Eirik Brandsdal,

Ola Vigen Hattestad

John Kristian Dahl, and Ola Vigen Hattestad
respectively. Hattestad’s 5th was only the
4th time in 19 sprint starts, dating back to
January 2007, that he wasn’t on the podium
in a sprint race. Last year he won 7 of 10
World Cup sprints, finishing off the podium
just once. He won the classic sprint in Finland
at the end of November.
Gløersen has two career World Cup
victories under his belt, but no podium
finishes last season, and Brandsdal claimed
his first World Cup podium ever.
“I tried to take the lead to get the others
tired, and in the last round I knew that my
plan worked and that the others were fading,”
said Gløersen.
As has become standard, the field was
tightly packed, with the top 50 all within 10
seconds of first.
The weather was warm, +5˚ C, and
raining. The track was obviously wet, but
stayed relatively firm and fast.

NAME

YEAR

COUNTRY

2

Anders Gløersen

1986

Norway

1

4
5

would have been first and not third.
While conditions were spot-on perfect,
the mighty Birds of Prey caused some long
hours in the wax rooms as skiers tried to find
a set up that would work over the steep, fast
track.
Asked about his goals for the Olympic
Winter Games, Bjørndalen commented, “It
would be fantastic to win two medals. Our
team is working very hard to win a Relay
medal also.”
His teammate Svendsen was not
surprised to be second. “I won here with one
penalty before, but I knew that if someone
very good shot clean, I might not win. Once
that Ole shot clean, I was sure he would win.
That is the way it goes when you miss one
shot.”
Even with two good performances
here, Svendsen plans to stay focused on the
Olympic Winter Games. He said, “I will not
do the World Cup in Pokljuka or Antholz. I
will be at home training then. You need to do
some training if you want to win a medal at
the Olympics. . . My goal is the Olympics.”
Burke was on the podium for the second
time in two days and the second time in his
career. His performances make him the first
American to have two podium results in the
same World Cup and the only American on
the podium in a World Cup outside of North
America. He was thrilled with his day once
again. “I was so excited after the 20K that I
probably did not sleep one hour that night.
Today, I came to the stadium and felt a little
blah, but once I started, the race started, I
was in race mode and everything clicked.
Any time that I can be on the podium with
those two guys (Bjørndalen and Svendsen), I
will be pretty happy. . . I have a lot of respect
for them; it is a big honor for me.”

John Kristian Dahl

RANK

3

Photo: Action Images

Eirik Brandsdal

Alexey Petukhov
Eirik Brandsdal

John Kristian Dahl

Ola Vigen Hattestad

1983
1986
1981
1982

Russia

Norway
Norway
Norway

Svendsen wins 20k biathlon
International Biathlon Union
The Norwegian Team is full of medalists
and stars, but on a -14˚ Celsius evening in
Östersund, Sweden Emil Hegle Svendsen’s
star shined the brightest as he won the
Men’s 20K individual in convincing style.
Svendsen was near perfect, recording just a
single penalty in the first standing stage, on
the way to a 52:43.7 victory. Second went to
Tim Burke of the United States, with a career
best finish, 35.5 seconds back, but matching
Svendsen on the shooting range. Veteran
Christoph Sumann of Austria also with one
penalty was third, 49.5 seconds back.
For Svendsen, who struggled with
illness during a large part of last season, the
win was a great start to the Olympic season.
Norwegian men’s Coach Mikael Lofgren
said earlier in the month that Svendsen had
benefited from training camp work with
teammate Ole Einar Bjørndalen. “They
have been training really well together this
year and they have used each other. . . It has
been good for both of them.” Based on the

competition, Svendsen got the better part of
the deal. Bjørndalen finished 4:39.6 behind
Svendsen after a five-penalty day.
Svendsen handled the first competition
nerves, the cold evening, and a shifting wind
with ease. Yet at the finish, he admitted not
knowing just how good his day was. “I
did not know how good my race was until
Tim Burke and Bjorn Ferry finished. I was
nervous for a long time after I finished.”
The young Norwegian star, who
finished third in the opener here, last year
said his season, like everyone else is geared
to the Olympic Winter Games. However,
he had good feelings as this competition
approached. “Since our national opening
was not so good for me, I have been working
really hard. I have had such a good feeling
the past week in training and coming here I
felt very confident. I knew if I could keep it
together, I could be on the top.”
He could not explain why Bjørndalen
and Halvard Hanevold, both good shots had
tough days on the range today.

Svindal third in giant slalom
Biathlon World
Norwegian defending overall World
Cup champion Aksel Lund Svindal placed
third in the Giant Slalom event at Beaver
Creek on Sunday. Swiss skier Carlo Janka
won the race, with Austrian Benjamin Raich
second. Janka claimed his third World Cup
win in as many days with victory in the giant
slalom. It was Svindal’s second podium of

the weekend, following his third place in
downhill. This was seen as another sign that
the Norwegian is getting over his knee injury
and back to his best.
“I am progressing and for the first time
I skied without pain in the leg,” Svindal said
to NRK.
It was also a positive race for compatriot
Kjetil Jansrud who ended in fifth place.
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SAM & ELLIE

with Jake Moe

The greatest pleasure of having the
opportunity to fulfill my role as Editor-inChief of the Norwegian American Weekly
is hearing the stories about Norwegians
and Norway. It seems as though that
everyone where I turn, I am treated to
another interesting adventure from some
ones experience with Norwegians.
The most recent story really took me
by surprise because it involved a long time
friend of mine who is not Norwegian. It
happened at dinner a couple of nights ago.
My wife and another couple were enjoying
an evening out at a local restaurant when we
happened upon Peter and Sally Kennedy.
Peter has been involved in the ski industry
for decades (now retired), and we have had
Photo: Mark Kauffman/Life
many delightful times together over the
Peter Kennedy holding Karol up in the air as they
last 40 years.
Peter and his sister Karol were five- figure skate at the Winter Olympics in 1948.
time national champions in pair’s figure
skating and they were World Champions after the show. He told them that they
in 1950. I have known for years that had to travel to Oslo to perform for the
Peter was a skating champion; however, Norwegians and he promised to take care
we really never talked about his past of all the arrangements.
Peter, his sister, and their dad Mike
competitions because most of our time
agreed
to make the trip and put on a series
was spent discussing ski industry news and
of
shows.
The Norwegian official called the
information of the day.
manager
of
the Grand Hotel and informed
When I mentioned to Peter that I
him
to
expect
some important guests. They
was involved with the publishing of the
showed
up
at
the Grand Hotel and were
Norwegian American Weekly and operating
escorted
to
a
suite
where they were given
the Norway.com Web site, it was then that
free
room
and
board
for almost a month,
the stories really took off.
while
they
conducted
an extensive series
“I love the Norwegians!’ exclaimed
of
clinics,
shows,
and
performances for
Peter. That was how he started his story.
Norwegian
audiences
and
skaters. During
As it turned out, Peter and his sister
this
time
in
Norway,
they
met many of
were invited to Sweden in 1947 to do a
the
members
of
the
Norwegian
Winter
series of ice skating performances and
Olympics
teams
as
well
as
all
the
officials
demonstrations. While performing for the
crowds in Gothenburg, Sweden, a high in Winter sports. In fact, the manager of
ranking Norwegian ice skating official the Grand Hotel became fast friends of the
saw their performance and met with them Kennedys.

NORWAY EXPELS 30…
(…continued from page 1)

Eleven of the 30 had been convicted in
Norway of violence, rape, and drug dealing,
and all of them had earlier been denied
asylum. They were escorted by 66 police
officers on the plane to Baghdad.
Justice Minister Knut Storberget says
that Norway and Sweden will cooperate in
setting up new flights, and says he will now
be “tougher.”
Storberget estimates that around 3,000
people are staying illegally in Norway, after
they have been denied asylum.
“The Government is carrying out a
strict and just asylum policy, in order to
provide protection to those who need it. It
is therefore important that those who do not

By Ray Helle
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qualify for asylum return home. Our wish
is that those whose request for asylum has
been denied, and therefore should leave, do
so voluntarily. The expulsion of these thirty
shows that we are able to expel those who
do not leave voluntarily. This is an important
signal,” the Norwegian Justice Minister
says.
It is shaping up to be a record-breaking
year in Norway for asylum seekers. Conflicts
around the globe are forcing people to flee
their own countries in search of safety and
a better quality of life, and Norway is one of
the more popular destinations.
There are about 9,900 foreigners that
have arrived on Norway’s shores seeking
asylum so far this year. This number
represents a 45 percent increase compared
to the same period in 2008, according to the

The following year, Peter and Karol
Kennedy traveled to St. Moritz for the
1948 Olympics where they competed
and placed sixth in Pairs Skating. At the
conclusion to the Olympics, there was a
huge mix up in travel arrangements and
Peter and his sister ended up without any
tickets to fly back to America. Then, in
stepped the Norwegian Olympic Team and
insisted that they join the Norwegian Team
back to Oslo. There they stayed and once
again put on performances and shows all
the while staying at their favorite Grand
Hotel.
A short time later, Peter and his sister
returned to Seattle where Peter enrolled at
the University of Washington. And, who
should he find at the UW to “Sheperd” him
around and get him into the right fraternity
but the famous Norwegian jumper Gus
Raaum.
For the 1952 Olympics, Peter and his
sister once again returned to the city they
loved, Oslo, to compete in the Winter
Games where they finished with a silver
medal, having just been edged out by the
East German Pairs Team. At the conclusion
of the Olympics, their good friend, the
manager of the Grand Hotel expressed an
interest in immigrating to America. After
some very high level phone calls by the
Kennedys, the manager was able to get an
excellent position with the Marriott Hotel
Chain, where he rose to be the international
activities coordinator for all the hotels in
the world.
The most fun thing about this story?
All I said to Peter was that I published the
Norwegian American Weekly and a half
an hour later I had been treated to a most
incredible story of life with Norwegians.
latest estimates from Norway’s Immigration
Directorate.
If this trend continues, 2009 will see
the largest number of asylum seekers ever to
descend on Norway. In 2008, 14,400 people
came to Norway seeking asylum, which was
nearly double the number from 2007. Norway
is known to be fairly receptive to people
suffering from conflict in their homelands. It
has granted asylum to about 40 percent of
the applications it has processed so far this
year.
Of the 9,900 people who have applied
for asylum so far, around 5,700 of them
come from Iraq, Somalia, Eritrea, or
Afghanistan. Of these, 1,417 state that they
are minors, the vast majority of which hail
from Afghanistan.
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Op Ed

Letters to the Editor:
Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:

Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief • j.moe@norway.com • 7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115

Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
Thank you for your interest in the
Norwegian Instant Art project and to those
of you who were able to attend the Nov. 12
event, we hope you had a great time!
We still have works of art remaining for
sale. As you know, the proceeds from the
sales go to support the Norwegian American
Cultural Foundation and will help us to
sponsor similar events in the future.
You may browse a listing of the art
works at:
http://nia2009.wordpress.com/

Please feel free to contact me directly
if you should have an interest in acquiring
any of these one-of-a-kind pieces of
contemporary Norwegian art created locally
here in the Bay Area.

Best regards,
Paul Holthe
San Francisco, Calif.

Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
First, I want to thank you for printing my
plea (in the Nov. 20 issue) for all NorwegianAmericans and Norwegians to unite and save
the 1893 Chicago Viking Ship before it is too
late. There is just one small error made, as
I live in Watertown, Connecticut, and not,
Chicago, Illinois, as printed. I was the East
Coast Representative of the “Viking Ship
Restoration Committee” when it functioned.
That is another interesting story, which I can
detail at another time.
Secondly, I should introduce myself to
you and your readers. I am an octogenarian,
born in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1928. I had been
an avid reader of the Nordisk Tidende since
1938, as well as a subscriber, and contributor,
to the Western Viking, Vinland in Chicago,
and now the Norwegian American Weekly,
and other Norwegian publications. My
wife, Eldrid, and I, are active members
of Vesterheim, the Norwegian-American
Museum, a life member of Sons of Norway,
and belong to several other Norwegianoriented organizations. Other than our jobs,
and family, we have always contributed
our time and talents to the promotion of
our Norwegian Cultural Heritage. My wife,
Eldrid, is a Vesterheim “Gold Medal” winner,
and a teacher of Norwegian Rosemaling.
She was also a 2005 recipient of the
National Endowment of the Arts award for

the promotion of Norwegian Rosemaling.
This art form has become so popular in the
United State that it has been accepted as an
American Folk Art. It is well known that
much of American Folk art originated in
Europe and elsewhere.
Thirdly, I want to praise you for your
efforts to coordinate and continue the
promotion of our Norwegian heritage by
filling the loss of our local Norwegian press
in New York and Chicago. I sense that you
are aiming to coordinate and perpetuate this
effort by making the Norwegian American
Weekly known as a national publication. In
the past there has been no effort to unite and
strengthen our common efforts and goals. I
hope you will continue with a full page of
Norwegian language news, and perhaps
expand to a second page in the future. I have
retained my knowledge of reading, speaking,
and writing Norwegian, and continue to do
so by reading the second page of the present
NAW. I am sure others also benefit by this
feature.
At the moment I have only one
constructive criticism of the NAW, and that
has to do with the October 9, 2009 issue.
There are three major events during the year
that many of us have always looked forward
to in reading the Nordisk Tidende, and
other publications, namely; 1). Christmas,
2). “17de Mai”, and more recently: 3). Leif
Erikson Day. I was very disappointed in not
finding any feature articles pertaining to
Leif Erikson Day, in your October 9 issue.
The Oct. 16, 2009 issue did print a copy
of President Obama’s Leif Erikson Day
Proclamation, I believe, but little else about
the event. Hopefully, in the future you will
help to promote and perpetuate this annual
event. It took years of hard work by many
Scandinavian organizations to be able to
submit a bill to the U.S. Congress and
have it enacted into a law, that October 9,
be Proclaimed by the President to be “Leif
Erikson Day” annually. The first LED
Proclamation was issued by President
Johnson in 1964. Scandinavian organizations
in Connecticut (and other States) united and
presented a bill in their State Legislature for
the Governor to issue a State Proclamation
for an annual Leif Erikson Day. I have copies
of many original publications that document
these efforts. Check Internet site; www.
timeanddate.com/holidays/us/leif-eriksonday
Keep up the good work NAW! “God

jul og et godt nyttår til alle lesere!”
Readers can contact me at:
normana@aol.com
Sincerely,
A. Norman Arntzen,
Watertown, Conn.
Dear Norman,
What a terrific letter – although it is
nice to receive compliments, I especially
like receiving constructive critiques – as you
have done. We will be much more oriented
in our coverage of Leif Erikson Day in the
future. We should do that since we have such
a large statue of him here in Seattle and it has
been a part of my past for many, many years
– having boated from where it is located.
I wish you and your family a fantastic
Christmas!
Thanks again.
All the best,
Jake Moe
Editor-In-Chief
Dear Editor,
Congratulations on the news concerning
the Norway.com Web site. I wish you great
success with this venture.
You may not remember me, but I spoke
with you (Jake Moe) at the Tri-Cities,
Wash. Nordic Fest concerning genealogical
research as a way for people to get in touch
with their roots. I am still a great believer in
this, and have a broadening set of contacts
who feel the same way. Perhaps you can find
a way to include this aspect in the Norwegian
American Weekly and Norway.com.
Hilsen fra,
Greg Holter
Richland, Wash.
Dear Greg,
Thanks for your letter. Yes, I remember
you well from the Nordic Fest celebration
in the Tri-Cities. And, it is my firm opinion
also, that the search for ancestral heritage is
extremely important and something we need
to expand.
All the best,
Jake Moe
Editor-In-Chief

11. desember
Arne Valen
Gary MN
Tina Pedersen
Elmwood Park IL
12. desember
Bernice Hammon
Astoria OR
R W Midness
Cannon Falls MN
Scott Hallgrimson
Seattle WA
Norman Hecimovich
Austin MN
13. desember
Bertin Solberg
Libertyville IL
Arne Skarland
Charlo MT
Margot Lee Zaretzka Castro Valley CA
Carla Endahl
Woonsocket SD
Benita Saatvedt
Columbia City OR
14. desember
Sten Flaata
Moose Jaw Sask Can
Selmer Ulberg
Eau Claire WI
John Bratvold
Bowman ND
Mary Thornton
Strongsville OH
Clarence Ysland
Kirkland WA
Eric Winsor
Manakin-Sabot VA
Scott Mayfield
Mobile, AL
Joanne Thorvaldsen
Philadelphia PA
15. desember
Oscar Korsrud
Spokane WA
Liv Grete Østby
Oslo Norway
Luella Adskim
Seattle WA
Ruth Vaage
Appleton MN
Ardis Christoferson
Marysville WA
Bertin Solberg
Libertyville IL
Inger Skodden Spiotto
Killen AL
Conrad Grimsby
Ringwood NJ
16. desember
Susie Price Loven
Dallas TX
Elmer C Olsen
Glenwood MN
Don Boyd
Olympia WA
Ida M Hagelund
Hawley MN
Mrs Arnold H Anderson
Williston MD
Harry Nilsen
Edmonds WA
Sverre J Solheim
Everett WA
Jon Herfindahl
Aptos CA
17. desember
Betty Nordbruget
Mill Bag BC Can
Andrew Mahles
Oakland CA
Kaia Voll
Lahaugmoen Norway
Sonja Brekke
East Rockaway NY
Lloyd Davies
Sequim WA
Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free,
but must be submitted at least
one month in advance.

Han Ola Og Han Per
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The Taste of Norway

Norway names best
Christmas foods

A taste test of over 170 meat products
produces mouth-watering results
Special Report
Aftenposten

Common holiday meats were divided
into seven categories and after a jury tastetested over 170 products, 63 medals were
awarded to the most delicious selections.
“The point of the selection is to create
a consumer guide. When we have so many
varieties, so we get a real comparison of
products,” said Dag Henning Reksnes,
managing director of the meat and poultry
industry Landsforbund (KLF).
The food was divided into the following
categories: Pinnekjøtt, Christmas sausage,
meatballs, pickled, fried or pre-cooked,
Christmas orders and this year’s traditional
product.
The judging criteria included the texture,
taste, smell, color and spice of the product.
In addition, the manufacturer’s description
of the product compared to the reality of the
product was also assessed.
After the judges went through the
criteria, they discussed the products and rated
them. The evaluation of over 170 products
took two full days.

The competition not only serves
consumers as a great resource for holiday
cooking and shopping but it also serves the
manufacturers. They learn how their product
stacks up against the competition and how
they can improve their product in the future.
Stand-out Sausage
This year there was one category that
really impressed the judges and that was
sausage. The sausage candidates were so
strong that three different manufacturers
ended up winning the prize for the best
Christmas sausage.
Competition chief justice, Mette Juberg
Varan, explains that the three winners
are quite different. “It was a traditional
cooked Christmas ham, a vossakorv and
offal sausage. It is not easy to make good
sausages, but they are all really good. The
three contributions are sure winners with a
unique and extremely good taste,” she says.

Pinnekjøtt (lamb ribs) are a Christmas favorite in Norway!

Photo: Wikimedia

Some of this year’s winners include:

Best Pinnekjøtt (lamb ribs): Blacksmith living room Farm AS, Akershus, urøkt
lamb ribs
Best Traditional Products: A. Power-Larsen AS, Oslo, julepate

Best Pre-Cooked Christmas Products: Jens Eide AS, Aust-Agder, bayonne ham
Best Meatballs: Lynum Gårdsmat AS, Nord-Trondelag, hand-fried meatballs

Best Christmas Orders: Leiv Vidar Butcher Business AS, Buskerud, ribbed Roll

Best Christmas Sausage: Arne Børresen AS, Hedmark, offal sausage, Leiv Vidar
AS, Buskerud

Best Christmas Ham: EAT Storkjøkken, Vest-Agder, vossakorv

Scandinavian Specialties

Order your traditional meats and specialty holiday items now!

Pinnekjøtt
Fenalår/Spekekjøtt
Svineribbe

Svinestek
Julshinke
Fishpudding &
Fishcakes

Lutefisk
Lefse
Variety of Sausages

Be sure to check out our wide variety of imported food items
as well as our great selection of items for Christmas decorations and celebrations!
Come visit us! Open Monday-Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.
6719 15th Ave NW • Seattle, WA 98117 • (206) 784-7020

Visit us online at www.scanspecialties.com
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Travels to Norway

Experience the marvel:
The northern lights

Christmas Sub ad

Judy Hoch
at Marstal Smithy

Give a gift that gives
all year long!

Studio Jewelry

The gift that lasts a lifetime.

Only
$35

Watch nature’s own theater unfold above you as the
most spectacular light installation takes the stage: The
Northern Lights with you on the front row

Jewelry made with stones
from Scandinavia
All pieces are
numbered one of a kind.
Made to your specifications. Work
in sterling silver and 18ky gold.
From Norway – thulite, vasskis,
aquamarine, peridot, green
amazonite
From Sweden – Sweden stone –
from the old iron smelters

For any new gift subscription
purchased now until Dec. 17, 2009
See page 3 for details.

Photo: Terje Rakke/ Nordic Life/ Innovation Norway

VisitNorway
When to see the northern lights
Seeing the northern lights is a jawdropping and mystical moment. The lights
are at their most frequent in late autumn
and winter/early spring. October, February
and March are the best months for auroral
observations. The highest northern lights
frequency is between 6 p.m. and 1 a.m.
In order to get full value from the show
you should avoid the full moon and places
with a lot of light as they make the experience
considerably paler. Also remember to wrap
up warmly.
Theoretically, you can see the northern
lights all over Norway. However, the
best places are above the Arctic Circle in
Northern Norway.
Snowmobile safaris
Driving your own snowmobile is a
feeling of freedom in itself, and when
you do it under the northern lights, you
will definitely have an experience to tell
about. There are several offers in Northern
Norway. One recommended alternative is
a guided snowmobile tour from Sorrisniva
Igloo Hotel. And there is another alternative
in Kirkenes.
Northern lights lectures and experiences
with accommodation
The Polarlightcenter in Laukvik on
Austvågøya in the Lofoten Islands offers
presentations, information, courses and
exhibitions. The centre is ran by enthusiastic
northern lights researchers Rob and Therese
who will give you informational and magic
experiences.
Dog sledging
You can book dog sledging under the
northern lights in the Pasvik Valley at the
Russian border in Finnmark, or in Mo i Rana
in Nordland.
Virtual northern lights at the North Cape
At the North Cape, you can try one of
Norway’s most advanced ship simulators,
and when you cruise along the coast and
at sea, you can experience virtual northern
lights. This is a guaranteed experience, no
matter what kind of weather it is.
More northern lights experiences
You will find a wide selection of
northern lights experiences in the listings
below this article.

Explosions
Reality, if not as poetic, is equally
impressive. The sun is the father of the
auroras. During large explosions and flares,
huge quantities of particles are thrown out of
the sun and into deep space.
These clouds travel through space with
speeds varying from 300 to 1,000 kilometers
per second. When the particles collide with
the gases in the earth’s atmosphere they
glow, producing a fantastic array of colour.
An absolutely fabulous trip to see the
northern lights
Joanna Lumley, the actress from the
BBC series Absolutely Fabulous, had dreamt
of seeing the northern lights since she was
a child. And finally she got to live out her
dream. In a splendid BBC film, she travels
accross Norway in search for the aurora
borealis. For Joanna, as for many others who
get to experience the illusive lights, it was an
altogether emotional experience.

View stones and more jewelry online

www.judyhoch.com
Judy Staby Hoch • 719.539.5494
P O B o x 1 4 0 7, S a l i d a , C O 8 1 2 0 1

Poetry By Sigrid Undset
“Ungdom / Youth” is a treasure of Sigrid Undset’s
earliest writings, and printed in Norwegian and English

A wonderful gift for readers of Sigrid Undset!

A rainbow at night
Sometimes the northern lights come
all together, dancing across the sky, orange,
purple, green and sunset red. Other times
they are simply curtains of computer-screen
green or a twister of wispy light. The northern
lights are never the same twice.
Living legend
Perhaps not so surprisingly, the northern
lights’ spectacle has created as many
legends as there have been people watching.
Northern light symbols are found on the
Sami shamanistic drum. The phenomenon
has several different names in Sami. It is,
for instance, known as Guovssahas, which
means the light which can be heard. The
northern lights were traditionally associated
with sound by the Sami.
During the Viking Age, the northern
lights were the armour of the Valkyrie
warrior virgins, shedding a strange flickering
light. And according to Japanese legend it
means good luck to conceive a child under
the northern lights.

From Finland – labradorite, spectrolite
From Greenland – Christmas stone,
satellite stone

Give the gift of the Norwegian
American Weekly and we’ll
give you a great deal!

Be patient
When dreaming about seeing the
northern lights, you must remember that
you are at the complete mercy of nature.
The northern lights love to play hide and
seek. Observing the aurora borealis is often
a tug of war between your patience and the
aurora itself. Stay in the northern lights area
at least a week, preferably two, and you will
be rewarded—unless local weather suddenly
decides to obstruct your view with clouds.

From Denmark
– amber

Only $29!
To purchase, send check to:
Harold P. Hanson • Delos
2261 NPB • PO Box 118440 • University of Florida
Gainesville, FL 32611-8440

Visit online at www.nortransah.com

Go on, take the

Credit(s)

Oslo International Summer School at the University of Oslo offers a wide variety of courses for
academic credit. Choose from topics such as Norwegian Language and Culture to International
Politics and Peace Research. Full course descriptions are available at www.uio.no/iss.
Contact us at (800) 639-0058 or at iss@stolaf.edu for more information.
“Six Weeks of Academic Achievement & International Good Will”

Services
• Financial Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Strategies
• Insurance* Analysis
• Succession Planning

Judy A. Cooper

• Charitable Giving

Financial Advisor

• Business Planning

Judycooper@wradvisors.com

*Insurance products are provided

2601 • 4th Avenue, Suite 450 • Seattle, WA 98121
Tel: (206) 283-6661 x 103

through insurance companies with which
Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.

ADVERTISE IN THE WEEKLY!
Very Reasonable Rates! Only $10 per column inch BW
Give us a call at 1(800)305-0217 or email us at naw@norway.com
Ask for Jake, Tiffanie or Christy
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • WWW.NORWAY.COM • DECEMBER 11, 2009

10

Roots and Connections
Norwegian American Weekly

Photo of the Week

Photo: Tiffanie Davis

Two-year-old Ella Kucewicz and her grandmother Karen Wallace spend some quality time
coloring at the Nordic Heritage Museum’s Yulefest in Seattle, Wash. on Nov. 21.

What did you pay for that?

$83 USD

is the median price for
a 1 oz. bottle of Dolce
& Gabbana “Rose the
One” perfume
in Norway.

Ole and
Lena
Ole Remembers the
depression times vividly.
“I can remember,” he
tells little Ole, “that when
I stepped on a dime, my
shoe soles vere so thin I
could tell whether it was
heads or tails.”

$60 USD

is the median price for a 1 oz.
bottle of Dolce & Gabbana
“Rose the One” perfume
in the U.S.

Christmas Puzzle

Make all the words fit into
this crossword. Each word is
only used once.
ELF
TOY
GIFT
BELL
TREE
STAR
SANTA
COMET

CUPID
VIXEN
CANDY
FROSTY
WREATH
DASHER
DONNER
SLEIGH

The NAME Game
DECEMBER 11: Daniel, Dan

Did you know?

Random facts about Norway

Norway is a founding member
of the UN, NATO, the Council
of Europe and the Nordic
Council, and is a member of
the European Economic Area,
the WTO and the OECD.
Answer key for Dec. 4
3 DESIGNKLÆR STIFTERE

Daniel is a Hebrew name with dan
meaning judge, el=god and the “i” in the
middle means “mine.” Thus the meaning of
Daniel is “God is my judge.” On the other
hand, Dan may simply be an abbreviated
version might derive from the Old Norse
danr—dansk/Danish.

DECEMBER 16: Oddbjørn,
Oddbjørg

DECEMBER 12: Pia, Peggy

DECEMBER 17: Inga, Inge

Pia is a relatively new name in Norway,
first used in the 20th centuray. The origin
is the Latin Pia—from, pious. Peggy was
originally Peg, rhyme-word for the pet name
Meg, an abbreviation of Margrete.

DECEMBER 13: Lucia, Lydia

Lucia comes from the Latin lux—lys/
light, while Lydia comes from the Greek
lydios which means woman from Lydia in
Asia Minor.

DECEMBER 14: Steinar, Stein

Stein simply means rock, stone or
boulder and comrs from the Old Norse steinn.
The ending -ar is common in many names.
It has its origin in the Old Norse arr and
the Proto Norse harjar which means kriger,
verner/warrior, defender, protector. Variation:
Sten.

DECEMBER 15:

Unfortunately we are missing the name
information for Dec. 15.

DECEMBER 11, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

DANCER
CHIMNEY
BLITZEN
RUDOLPH
PRANCER
SNOWMAN
PRESENTS
REINDEER

In Old Norse it was Oddr and means
spiss/tip or odd/poiny of a weapon. Bjørn
obviously is a bear. Bjørg comes the Old
Norse bjorg which means berging/rescue,
hjelp/help or vern/defense, protection.
Abbreviated versions of names starting
with Ing-, a prefix in Old Norse names
deriving from Yngve, the god’s name, which
was another name for Frøy, the goddess of
fertility.
The name comes from the Germanic
Ingwaz, ancestor of a Germanic tribe.
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of
Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Oswald “Ossie” Gilbertson

Just a minute
Encouraging columns by the late Pastor Per W. Larsen, brought back to life
after being previously printed in the Norway Times.

1927 - 2009

Oswald “Ossie” Gilbertson was a
New York native, but his allegiance to
his Scandinavian roots was evident in his
role as honorary Norwegian consul in San
Diego and as a longtime civic volunteer in
the local Norwegian-American community.
Mr. Gilbertson was active with the House of
Norway in Balboa Park, including serving
as president, and with the Sons of Norway.
He helped establish the Norwegian Fish
Club in San Diego in 1995. Mr. Gilbertson
was a retired telecommunications executive
who served in the unpaid civic position of
honorary consul for more than 20 years
and enjoyed frequent trips to Norway,
where he and his wife maintained a home.
Mr. Gilbertson died of lymphoma Oct. 30
at Alvarado Hospital. He was 82. “He was
a good diplomatic representative in San
Diego for the Norwegian government,”
said Gordon Kovtun, who succeeded Mr.
Gilbertson as honorary Norwegian consul in
2003. “He was a goodwill ambassador and
the cornerstone for San Diego’s Norwegian
community.” Friends and colleagues said Mr.
Gilbertson was a gentleman and an extrovert
who excelled at public speaking and enjoyed
dancing. “He was elegant and kind and had a
good sense of humor,” said Ella Flores-Paris,
Honduran honorary consul and dean of local
consuls.
Mr. Gilbertson was chairman of the
building committee for the House of Norway
when the group’s cottage in Balboa Park
underwent major renovations 10 years ago,
said friend Adolf “Jake” Jacobsen. “He took
on the task with vigor and was instrumental

in
getting
o t h e r s
involved
(with
the
group),”
Jacobsen
said.
Mr.
Gilbertson
was
also
involved in the annual May 17 celebrations
recognizing Norwegian Constitution Day.
Oswald I. Gilbertson was born March 23,
1927, in Brooklyn, N.Y., to immigrant
parents. He grew up in Norway after his
parents, unable to find work during the
Depression, returned to their homeland. He
returned to the United States and joined the
U.S. Army in 1948. He later earned a degree
in electrical engineering from the Stockholm
Institute of Technology in Sweden. He
married Magnhild “Malla” Hompland in
1954. Mr. Gilbertson was working for ITT in
Norway as chief engineer for communication
cables when he was transferred to ITT’s
National City plant in 1971. He wrote a book
on the use of cable systems to transmit signals
and power as well as a book describing his
youth in Norway before and during World
War II. Malla Gilbertson said that although
her husband enjoyed living in San Diego, he
always had a special attachment to Norway
and he enjoyed helping people in his role as
honorary consul. Mr. Gilbertson is survived
by his wife, Malla; two sons, Erik of San
Diego and Jan of Seal Beach; a brother, Odd
of Brooklyn; and five grandchildren.

Egil Ingar Sleveland

November 1, 1916 - November 5, 2009

Egil I. Sleveland was born on Nov. 1,
1916 in Egersund, Norway to Andres and
Ruth (Torjusen) Sleveland. On Nov. 5, four
days after his 93rd birthday, he crossed “The
Bar” on his final voyage with his son, Eivind
by his side.
In 1935 at the age of 19, Egil left
Norway and went to sea. He learned his
seamanship as a cadet on the full-rigged
Norwegian school ship, the Sørlandet. He
enjoyed a long maritime career during which
he visited seaports and countries around the
world. Later, he was a merchant marine
sailing mostly to Alaskan ports.
In 1941, sponsored by a family friend,
Egil immigrated to the United States. He
proudly became a U.S. citizen in 1947. In
1948, through mutual friends, he met and
married Asta Sandvik from Notodden,
Norway. Together they had two sons,
Eivind and Arne. Asta Sleveland and Arne

Keep it simple
A church member came up to his
pastor after a Sunday morning service and
said, “Pastor, you are one of the greatest
guys I know but your preaching goes high
over my head. I don’t identify with what
you are saying.”
It is important for a minister, or
any public speaker, to know his subject
well and be able to handle his mother’s
tongue too without too many grammatical
errors. But if he or she is not striving for
skill in communication, he will never stir
an audience. Sophistication, academic
phraseology and eloquence, won’t do it.
One of the ancient philosophers said: “Too
much eloquence is tiresome.”
Communication skill is needed—along
with a willingness to give of oneself and
to sacrifice a sophisticated presentation
if need be— in order to reach people.
By the way, if we can’t say it simple, we
probably don’t kow what we are talking

kong olav v’s kirke

about. A “sophisticated” presentation can
be something we hide behind in order to
escape the detection of muddled thinking.
People may go home and marvel at the
speaker’s “depth,” not knowing that they
have been exposed to a speaker out of touch
with himself and his topic.
Great speakers are simple in their
presentation, and I don’t mean superficial.
Christ is the best example of a first-class
communicator. He used simple words for
the deepest truth.
“I was deeply touched when I saw
your wife throw you a kiss when you were
speaking tonight,” said a man to a public
speaker. “Oh that,” said the other, “was not
a kiss but the first letters in the sentence:
“Keep It Simple Stupid.”

SjømannSkirken
The Norwegian Church in New York
317 east 52nd street (Betw. 1st & 2nd aves.)
new york, ny 10022
1-212-319-0370 • newyork@sjomannskirken.no
Åpningstider: man - tors: 11-18, fre - søn: 12-17
W W W. k j e r k a . c o m

gudstjenester: familiegudStjeneSte : 13. desember
JulegudstJeneste i Washington dC: Vi feirer Julegudstjeneste i Washington DC, søndag 13. desember kl. 15.00. Velkommen!
JulegudstJeneste i PhiladelPhia: Vi feirer Julegudstjeneste i Philadelphia, søndag 20. desember kl. 17.00. Adresse: Gloria Dei
(Old Swede’s Episcopal Church), Columbus Blvd., Philadelphia, PA 19147
JulegudstJeneste i Boston: Vi feirer Julegudstjeneste
i Boston, søndag 20. desember kl. 19.00. Adresse: Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer, 60 Forest Road, Woburn, MA. Velkommen!
JulegudstJeneste i ConneCtiCut: Vi feirer Julegudstjeneste i Connecticut, torsdag 24. desember kl. 13.00. Adresse: First United
Methodist Church, 59 East Putnam Avenue, Greenwich, CT 06830.
JulegudstJeneste i neW York: Vi feirer Julegudstjeneste
i New York på julaften, torsdag 24. desember kl. 16.00. Velkommen!
What’s happening:

Sleveland both preceded him in death. Egil
is survived by his son Eivind Sleveland (Beth
Hammermeister), grandson Curtis, brother
and sister-in-law Bjorn and Hildur Sleveland,
sister Ingfrid Sleveland of Egersund, Norway,
nephews Phil, Ken and Tore Sleveland and
Ole Hansen of Cranbrook, B.C.
Egil was proud to be an American
citizen but he equally honored his Norwegian
heritage. For 68 years he was a member of
the Sons of Norway Leif Erikson Lodge #
1 in Ballard, Wash. He was also a charter
member of the Norwegian Seamen and War
Veterans Association. As a war veteran, he
participated in the 17th of May/Norwegian
Constitution Day parade in Ballard a number
of times in his early 70’s.
Graveside services were held at Cedar
Lawns Memorial Park in Redmond, Wash.
on Saturday Dec. 5.

småBarnstreff: 17. desember fra kl. 10.30. Annenhver torsdag
fra klokken 10.30 og utover er det Småbarnstreff på sjømannskirken i New
York. Treffene finner sted hver partallsuke denne høsten. Småbarnstreff er en
uformell, sosial møteplass for småbarnsforeldre og selvfølgelig også barna. Vi
spiser lunsj sammen, prater, leker og synger - og inntar kaffe og vaffler!
Vi sYnger Julen inn - Julekonsert: Vi synger julen
inn, torsdag 17. desember kl. 19.00. Velkommen!
familielørdag med risgrøt: 19.desember
Én lørdag hver måned inviterer vi spesielt familier til sjømannskirken for å spise
grøt sammen og treffe andre familier i New York-området.
ung i neW York Julegrøt: 19.desember fra kl. 13.00 andre
unge nordmenn i New York. Aldersgruppe ca 16-35 år. Gjennom året består
samlingene av f.eks. grillkvelder, quiz- og filmkvelder, konserter, middager med
tradisjonell norsk mat, bowlingturnering, fotballtur, skitur osv. Vi håper du blir
med på våre arrangementer. The more the merrier!
trygve Lie gaLLery:
ingun dahlin, CeramiC and elin halVorsen, art Quilt

on display thru january 4, 2010 exhibit open to the public. admission free.
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • WWW.NORWAY.COM • DECEMBER 11, 2009
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Arts and Entertainment

$2,800

Norwegian Adventure Tour

Early Bird Special!
Book before Dec. 31,
2009 - $2,800 per person
double occupancy.
Regular Price $2,995
See website for details.

Trollhaugen Tours specializes in designing and
organizing group tours to the Nordic
countries. The tours can be customized for
church groups, genealogy groups, family
reunions, ski clubs and social clubs.

Trollhaugen Tours
Cindy and Magne Hatlevik

Escorted by Lady and the Troll
Booking Now!

Norway—A Hiker’s Paradise
With spectacular fjords, waterfalls and nature, Norway is a hiker’s
paradise. Magne, who is said to let no path go unexplored, has planned this trip
with plenty of hikes.
•
•
•
•
•

Climb to the top of the Olympic ski jump in Lillehammer.
Spectacular mountain hikes at Stalheim.
Historic Bergen Hanseatic wharf.
Scenic hikes on Bergen’s Fløyen Mountain.
Hiking tour of Oslo, including Frognerparken sculptor park.
Check out www.trollhaugentours.com for more information.

August 20—30, 2010

www.trollhaugentours.com · 651-264-1608

Norwegian-speaking descendants
of early immigrants
The University of Oslo (UiO) needs Norwegian-speaking descendants of early
immigrants for its ongoing Nordic research project “Scandinavian Dialect
Syntax.” The project will do recordings and grammar investigations beginning in
2010. Relevant immigrant cohorts will have arrived in America before 1920. It
is important that the descendants have learned Norwegian through continuous
contact within their families.
All dialect backgrounds and age groups are welcome.

For more information, contact Janne Bondi Johannessen
jannebj@iln.uio.no or phone: +47 22 85 68 14

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly

creative media alliance

Time to celebrate!
The Norwegian
American Chamber
of Commerce
Greater Seattle
Chapter celebrates
the Christmas
season with their
annual Julebord

Christy Olsen Field
Copy Editor

The Norwegian American Chamber
of Commerce Greater Seattle Chapter
celebrated Christmas with Norwegian flair at
the picturesque Seattle Golf Club on Dec. 4.
Gus Raaum served as emcee of the event,
and soon had the whole room rolling with
laughter with Ole and Lena jokes throughout
the entire event. Rounds of heartwarming
cheers of “Skål!” filled the room numerous
times, toasting with glasses of Linje aquavit
and Carlsberg beer.
Bill Krippaehne, former president of
the NACC Seattle chapter, presented Jim
Vatn with the annual NACC Award. Vatn is a
proud Norwegian-American who has served
Seattle’s Norwegian-American community
with decades of service, and is an active
member of the Norwegian American
Chamber of Commerce, Norwegian 17th of
May Committee, Norwegian Commercial
Club, Nordic Heritage Museum, and more.
He received the St. Olav Medal in 1997.
When receiving the award, Vatn said,
“There are many people who have received
this award before me, and many people

Interview with Geir...
(…continued from page 1)

a long time ago, and there was never a
doubt that the Norwegians would get a seat in
the U.N. body, especially after the Norwegian
intervention in the Durban II Conference on
Racism, where Jonas Gahr Store gained huge
respect among the diplomats in Geneva. We
wanted to know more about the Norwegian
experience, and we had a chance to meet Geir
Sjøberg, a Norwegian career diplomat was
sent from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
follow exclusively human rights issues.

powering norway.com

branding
print
web
video
creativemediaalliance.com
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Q: What do you consider as the main
experience of Norway?
I just arrived so I do not have much
experience yet, but what I have understood
is that with the Human Rights Council that
in 2006 replaced the old Human Rights
Commission there is a better geographical
balance. Today there are 47 members sitting
in the Council, and there are relatively few
Western countries. In practice this implies that
we are systematically in the minority unless
we manage to collaborate and find consensus
with the other regional groups in the Council.
For instance in order to request a special
session on the human rights situation in one
particular country, you need 16 signatories.
So in practice it means that we all have to
collaborate and to find partners.
We aim to contribute to the collaboration
across the different constellations – regional
groups and established borders. Norway is
not a member of the European Union, so,

Photo: Bill Krippaehne

Jim Vatn (center) received the NACC Award for
2009. His mother Emma (left) and wife Joan
were in attendance.

who will receive it after me, but no one will
appreciate it more than I do.”
A delicious lunch of salad, crown pork
roast, and traditional rice pudding was
served. The entertainment was provided by
accomplished vocalist Kris Templin, who
sang “Gesu Bambino” and “O Holy Night,”
accompanied by pianist Mary Cowger.
Christmas carols sung in Norwegian and
English followed, and filled the room with
laughter and good cheer. We look forward to
next year’s Julebord!

we may benefit from more flexibility than
many others, and therefore we are trying to
see this as an advantage and to apply this in a
constructive way.
There is no doubt it is quite challenging
as it’s quite often the case that regional
groups, including the Western group of
countries, may have other issues on top of
their agendas, so, we need to make sure that
we can do something reasonable and useful
on a broader basis.
It is a challenging experience and we
have to be very careful about not developing
double standards. Integrity is an important
element.
One of main challenges in the Human
Rights Council is that it’s difficult to discuss
urgent human rights violations or human
rights situations.
Before coming to Geneva, observers
in the human rights field, told me that
the normative work is going fairly well,
although the discussions and negotiations
may be moving slowly. Then comes the UPR
– Universal Periodic Review. It is largely
a positive, collaborative exercise, and it is
a good development that all the countries
now take part in this kind of exercise. Civil
society, the authorities and the U.N. all
present reports and they are all available on
the web, and it has created a kind of openness
about human rights questions. It is a very
transparent process, and Norway presented
its report this fall for the UPR session in
December.
The main challenge, however, is to
CONTINUES PAGE 14
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In Your Neighborhood

Vesterheim Begins the 2010
Folk-Art Class Season

Photos courtesy of Vesterheim.

The 2010 season of folk-art classes begins in January with “Making a Norwegian Filet Knife” instructed
by Michael Schelmeske and “Hedebosøm” instructed by Roger Buhr.

Special Release

Vesterheim Norwegian American Museum

Whatever your heritage, and whether
you’ve been studying folk art for years or
you want to begin, Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum has a class for you. The
2010 season of folk-art classes begins in
January with “Making a Norwegian Filet
Knife” instructed by Michael Schelmeske
and “Hedebosøm” instructed by Roger
Buhr.
“Making a Norwegian Filet Knife”
will start on the evening of Jan. 15 and run
through Jan. 16 and 17. In the class, students
will make their own custom filet knife,
featuring an elegant stacked Scandinavianstyle birch, birchbark, and antler handle. The
project will conclude by making a birchbark
protective blade cover.
This will be the second class Schelmeske
has taught at Vesterheim. A highly versatile
craftsman from Grand Marais, Minn.
Schelmeske designs and creates canoes and
kayak paddles, as well as a wide variety of
Scandinavian-inspired utensils, tools, and
woodenware for the home. Harley Refsal,
woodcarver and Scandinavian handcrafter
from Decorah, will assist Schelmeske with
the class.
Hedebosøm is a kind of needle lace that
originated in Denmark but is also widely
done in Norway. This form of Hedebosøm
involves making separate wheels of needleworked lace called “roundels” and connecting
them in interesting patterns. Students will
learn some of the basic stitches and then
complete a double ring sun catcher.
Buhr has taught many community
education classes in calligraphy, rosemaling,

and Hedebosøm. In 1987, he discovered
Hedebosøm and was so intrigued by this
form of needlework that he taught himself
the elementary techniques. He has taught
the technique at Vesterheim; the Danish
Immigrant Museum in Elk Horn, Iowa; and
John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown,
N.C.
Contact Vesterheim at (563) 382-9681
or info@vesterheim.org to register for both
classes and to learn about other classes in
2010.
Vesterheim uses the story of NorwegianAmericans to explore aspects of identity and
culture common to everyone. The museum
cares for over 24,000 artifacts, among which
are some of the most outstanding examples
of decorative and folk art to be seen in this
country. Founded in 1877, Vesterheim is the
oldest and most comprehensive museum
in the United States dedicated to a single
immigrant group. This national treasure
includes a main complex of 16 historic
buildings in downtown Decorah, and an
immigrant farmstead and prairie church just
outside the city.
From May 1-Oct. 31, Vesterheim is
open daily, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., with hours
extended until 8:00 p.m. on Thursdays.
From Nov. 1-April 30, Vesterheim is open
Tuesday through Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
with hours extended until 8:00 p.m. on
Thursdays and is closed Monday. For more
information on the museum’s exhibits,
activities, and membership opportunities,
consult Vesterheim’s Web site at vesterheim.
org, call (563) 382-9681, or write to
Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum,
523 W. Water St., P.O. Box 379, Decorah,
IA, 52101-0379.

Play a Vital Role in Your Norwegian Heritage
Purchase a Vesterheim membership
and receive a one-time
20%-off discount at the museum stores
from Nov. 27 through Dec. 24.

Shop for Christmas gifts at
vesterheim.org, our secure online store.
Memberships start at $25
and can be purchased at vesterheim.org.
Members receive
the fabulous Vesterheim magazine,
plus a continuing 10% discount at the stores.
For a unique holiday present—
how about a Gift Membership!

Preserving a heritage. Connecting us all.

523 W. Water St., Decorah, Iowa • 563-382-9681 • vesterheim.org

Bibliotheca Alexandrina

King Abdulaziz Center for Knowledge and Culture

SNØhetta exhibition...
(…continued from page 1)

insights into the design and construction of
the firm’s most important works, including
the celebrated Bibliotheca Alexandrina in
Alexandria, Egypt, the recently completed
Norwegian National Opera and Ballet in
Oslo, Norway, and the planned National
September 11 Memorial Museum Pavilion in
New York. Organized and initially presented
by the National Museum -Architecture in
Oslo earlier this year, this exhibition includes
films, photographs, drawings, models, and
interactive learning devices.
In
announcing
the
exhibition,
Edward Gallagher, President of The
American-Scandinavian Foundation (ASF)
commented:” The work of Snøhetta is among
the most exciting being done anywhere in
the world today. Though a truly international
firm, Snøhetta’s home is Oslo and their work
incorporates strong Scandinavian values
and sensibilities. It is a great pleasure for
us at the ASF to present this exhibition at
our headquarters, Scandinavia House: The
Nordic Center in America, and particularly
appropriate as we look forward to realization
of the firm’s designs for Ground Zero here in
New York.”
About Snøhetta  
Formed in 1989 in Oslo when three
Norwegians, one Austrian, and one
American won a competition to design
Alexandria’s new library, Snøhetta is an
international architectural and design firm
with main offices in both Oslo and New
York. The Snøhetta team now consists of 120
internationally diverse staff collaborating to
produce eco-friendly designs connecting
culture and landscape. The firm’s philosophy
sets a high standard for all of its projects to
be socially conscious and sustainable. Its
designs are characterized by a symbiotic
relationship between context and landscape;
they aim to achieve harmony between
buildings and their surroundings, both
cultural and environmental.
Among Snøhetta’s first completed
projects, the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, was
commissioned to resurrect the long-extinct

Photo: Christian Richters

Render by MIR

library of Alexandria. The structure embodies
the unique juncture of its location: nestled
between the contemporary metropolis of
Alexandria, its ancient Mediterranean
harbor, and the vast Sahara Desert. Architects
incorporated local and historical materials,
from a hieroglyph-covered granite façade
to papyrus in the reflecting pool. Its tilting,
circular construction captures iconography
that spans culture and continents. As the
lines extend from earth to horizon to sky, so
they pull the visitors through past, present,
and future; the physical design parallels
the human experience of time, reminding
visitors of the unique crossroads at which the
Bibliotheca stands.
Since this initial project, the team has
completed several other works projecting a
similar vision of creating accessible designs
integrating surrounding culture, climate,
and ecosystems. This most notably includes
the 2008 Norwegian National Opera and
Ballet, which won the 2009 Mies van der
Rohe Award-the European Union Prize
for contemporary architecture. Upcoming
projects include the King Abdulaziz Center
for Knowledge and Culture, Saudi Arabia,
and the National September 11 Memorial
Museum Pavilion, New York City, along
with a number of new projects in North
America from Canada to Guatemala.
Exhibition Summary
The exhibition presents a comprehensive
selection of Snøhetta’s innovative designs
using various media including films,
photographs,
computer
visualizations,
drawings, models, and an interactive multitouch table. Divided into eight units, the
installation presents 11 of Snøhetta’s most
important projects. Models of several
Snøhetta designs will be on view, including the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, the Opera House in
Oslo, the Ras Al-Khaimah Gateway Project,
the King Abdulaziz Center for Knowledge
and Culture, and Tubaloon-Kongsberg Jazz
Festival Band Shelter. Through these diverse
means of demonstration, this installation
provides a glimpse into the working methods
and visions of the architects at Snøhetta, and
a preview of some of their work to come.
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Norwegian Heritage
We now offer distinctive Norwegian artifacts!

The Oseberg Tapestry of AD 834 reproduced by University of Oslo & Viking Ship Museum
technology (sold at the Museum). Fine pewter pieces from distinguished Norwegian metalsmiths,
including the whimsical Viking Ship bowl. Norwegian Viking King Figurines, historically accurate,
artistically designed, & hand painted. Plus many more Nordic artifacts.

Discover the magnificent artistic culture of The Vikings!

Visit us at www.vikingtrader.net

Call toll-free 1.800.842.1676 or email vikingtrader@comcast.net

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

OUR HOLIDAY CONTAINER HAS ARRIVED!
Featuring great Nordic products
Books • Candy and Chocolates • Canned goods • Condiments
Cooking wares • Dry Goods • Holiday items • Gift items
Homemade specialty meats and more!

3421 TELEGRAPH AVE — OAKLAND, CA 94609
Phone: (800) 854-6435 — Email: pia@nordichouse.com
On the Web: www.nordichouse.com

On vacation from June 28th to August 4th!

“A Taste of Norway in the Heart of Brooklyn!”

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
E-mail: nordicdeli@aol.com
www.nordicdeli.com
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com

Book Your Christmas Trip To Norway Today!
For The Best Rate, Book Your Airfare Early!
• Highly competitive prices
• Personal, professional service
• Cruise and train arrangements
• Tailor-made travel plans to Norway
• Experienced, multi-lingual travel consultants

7906 Fifth Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free: (800) 822-5838 • Fax: (718) 238-3604

Behind the Blackout
Curtains
By Ellen Dahlberg Zahl

A Young Girl’s Life in
Nazi occupied Norway

only $14.95 plus $5 shipping
send check or money order:
Ellen Dahlberg Zahl
P.O. Box 96
Saint Helens, OR 97051

(503) 366-9493

HIDDEN FALLS
by Carla Danziger

Mystery
Suspense
& Romance
in western Norway
carladanziger.com
amazon.com
barnesandnoble.com
1-800-843-2665 x3
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Interview with Geir...
(…continued from page 12)

avoid politicalization around acute situations
concerning human rights. The Middle East
questions are coming up frequently, and it is
important that the Council allocates time also
to discuss other emerging situations around
the world, in a timely and constructive
manner. The key objective must, of course,
always be to seek to influence the situation
for fellow human beings on the ground in a
positive way. Sometimes this is easier said
than done, and I believe that, ultimately, the
effectiveness of the Council will be judged
by its ability to address also real situations.
The jury is still out on this.
Q: Jean Ziegler, the Swiss sociologist and
former U.N. Special Rapporteur on the
Right to Food, published a book entitled
The Hatred of the West [La haine de
l’Occident]. Do you think there is a huge
gap between the developing countries and
the West? Do you feel this kind of tension
in the Human Rights Council?
I think there might be some general
differences. In general the developing world
countries are more concerned about economic
and social rights whereas the Westerners
are traditionally more interested in political
and civil rights. Of course this can give the
impression that the West is exaggerating
in the field of political rights whereas the
developing countries will perhaps put more
attention on issues that we consider more
as being development issues. Nevertheless
there is a fine line there, and I personally
think that we should perhaps be more open
to the fact that the right to development is a
basic human right.
Norway has taken on a particular
responsibility in promoting certain human
rights issues, and these are the situation of
human rights defenders, and the private
sectors’ human rights responsibility. Both of
these issues concern economic, social and
cultural rights. The activists are often fighting
for these kinds of rights, and they use civil
rights such as freedom of expression, the right
to organization etc as tools to obtain the more
material rights. It’s very interrelated, and it
ought to be possible to achieve something
by a better collaboration. The problem is
that very sensitive questions often become
very quickly very political issues, and it
can sometimes become a political issue just
for the sake of politics. That, we must seek
to counter by bringing nuanced yet global
perspectives to the table.
Q: Do you think that Norway can play
an important role in the Human Rights
Council?
Yes. I think we do so the whole time.
However I feel that the question is a little
irrelevant, in the sense that we shouldn’t
need to justify our membership as such.
We are members of the United Nations
and so when you are, you have a duty to
be a member of the Security Council or the
Human Rights Council from time to time
– these are obligations that come with the
membership. This is something all countries
should and ought to do, and then one should
try to contribute as best as one can to the long
and lofty process of development, towards a
common, free and prosperous society across
the globe, based on the ideals of the United
Nations.
It is always the case that journalists
and others have the feeling that if you do
not achieve something on the spot (instant
satisfaction) there is not much use in being
part of it all, but this is definitely not the case,
and it is a point of view that I do not share.

In some areas it might be a victory even to
maintain the status quo at certain times. The
U.N. is 64 years old, in historical terms I will
add that this is not a lot, and I actually believe
we have, all in all, achieved quite a lot in this
time span. It’s a grand experiment, which
merits broad support. Now we must stay the
course and continue to press on in the spirit
of the founders of the organization.

Q: You mentioned special areas of interest
for Norway. What about the Indigenous
people issues?
Thank you for bringing up this
important issue. The Norwegian side worked
actively for the UN Declaration of the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which was
after some twenty years (!) finally adopted
by the General Assembly two years ago,
after close dialogue involving indigenous
peoples themselves. Now we must not rest
on any laurels, but continue to build on
this achievement, by working for the full
realization of indigenous rights in every
member state. At the September session of
the Council, we sought to get agreement
on the need for effective and independent
national human rights institutions for the
rights of indigenous peoples locally. While
we didn’t manage to muster concensus at that
time, we got indications that the membership
of the Council is willing to work with us to
this end in 2010. This is good news.

Q: How do you consider Norway’s role in
the international arena?
I think Norway has an interesting role
to play also because we have chosen to be
outside the European Union. This gives us
in certain ways more flexibility to present
points of views that earlier often used to be
the point of view of the Nordic countries
as a group, and this can Norway now do. I
think it is important that somebody do this
in the global arena. I also think it’s important
to have some parties that are not tied up
with the other constellations too much, so
that they can be more free – as I said earlier
about being free and having the opportunity
to work across the different constellations,
I think it’s good to have this kind of liberty
and not to be too tightly linked up to your
own region, and if you will, sometimes more
narrow concerns.

Q: A lot of people say that multilateralism
is on the decline. Do you share this point
of view?
I do not think so, and there are many
examples that this is not the case. Even the
most powerful countries have experiences
such that they do not achieve much if they
stand alone. On the contrary, when going
alone they may really end up creating more
trouble for themselves in the long run. I think
that you see an opposite trend taking place
these days where more and more countries
are prioritizing the multilateral arena.

Q: On a more personal note. Being a career
diplomat, what do you think about being
in the middle of all this in comparison with
your previous experience?
I wanted very much to come here
because Norway is now a member of the
Human Rights Council. You could say
that the United Nations has three pillars,
development, peace and security, and human
rights. Earlier in my career I was working
much with development issues, climate and
peace and security so I felt the need to learn
a little more about the human rights issues.
Human rights is a very interesting field and
highly political, so it is indeed an interesting
challenge.
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New project research initiative
with UC Berkeley and NTNU

Education

Events on Norway.com
For more information on these and other events visit us at:
www.norway.com/calendar.asp
Does your organization have an event coming up?
Would you like to have it added to our events calendar?

The University of California at Berkeley, the Norwegian University
of Science and Technology (NTNU) and Statoil have signed
a USD $580,000 collaboration agreement, establishing a new
mega-project research program at Berkeley

Send an email to Christy at christy@norway.com or give us a call at 1(800) 305-0217.

IDAHO

Lutefisk Dinner, Yulebord, and
Santa Lucia
December 15
Boise, Idaho
The Sons of Norway Grondal Lodge invites you to celebrate Christmas with a
Lutefisk Dinner - Yulebord and Santa Lucia! This event is open to the public. Admission: $15 for members, $18 for nonmembers. Tickets must be purchased by
Dec. 10. For more information, contact
Lorna Niehay (208) 321-0731or lnieh30@
aol.com.

ILLINois

Bjornson Male Chorus
Christmas Dinner
December 18
Elk Grove, Ill.
Join the Bjornson Male Chorus for a
Christmas dinner and evening of music!
The dinner will be held at Avalon Banquets, 1905 E. Higgins Road, Elk Grove
Village, Ill. Cocktails begin at 6:30 p.m.,
Dinner at 7:30 p.m. Admission: $25 per
person. For reservations, contact John Lee
(847) 741-4210.

MINNESOTA

“A Don’t Hug Me Christmas Carol”
Now through January 3
Minneapolis, Minn.
Thursday and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays
at 5 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., and Sundays at
3 p.m. Tickets are $22 on Thursdays and
Sundays and $25 on Fridays and Saturdays. “A Christmas Carol” with a hilarious twist, like you’ve never seen it before!
Playing at the Hennepin Stages. For more
information contact Phil Olson at (818)
783-6550 or poloson@speakeasy.net.
Vestland Lodge’s Julefest
December 15
Minnetonka, Minn.
Vestland Lodge, Sons of Norway, will
celebrate their annual Julefest (Christmas
Party) Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. at the Minnetonka
Community Center, 14600 Minnetonka
Blvd., Minnetonka, MN. We will be entertained by the Wonder Weavers, a young
harpist and a teen speaking about her experiences at Norwegian Camp. The public
is welcome! For more information, call
(763) 545-1108.

New York

Julebord Holiday Dinner
December 16
New York, N.Y.
Save the date for Julebord, taking place
this year at Scandinavia House. Event begins with cocktail reception at 6:00 p.m.,
with dinner seating following at 6:45 p.m..
Details to follow.
Dinner and a Concert at Scandinavia
House
January 12
New York, N.Y.
$34 per person ($29 ASF Members) Pairing top-notch Scandinavian music with

fine Nordic cuisine, Smörgås Chef Restaurant at Scandinavia House continues
introduces Dinner and a Concert threecourse prix fixe dinner menus. Available
from 5 to 10 p.m., this ongoing offer features a selection of favorite dishes including herb-roasted chicken, cured gravlaks
and Swedish meatballs, and include one
admission to that evening’s concert. For
more information, please call Smörgås
Chef Restaurant at Scandinavia House
at (212) 847-9745. Victor Borge Hall is
named in honor of the legendary Danish
entertainer and in recognition of his generosity to Scandinavia House. Steinway is
the official piano of Scandinavia House.

TEXAS

Per Brevig and the East Texas
Symphony Orchestra
January 9, 2010
Tyler, Texas
Join us for a night at the symphony on Jan.
9! Metropolitan Opera star Angela Brown
will perform with East Texas Symphony
Orchestra in a concert including songs
by Gershwin, Verdi and Wagner and Traditional Spirituals. Per Brevig will be
conducting. For tickets and information,
please call (903) 566-7424, or visit www.
ETSO.org.

Utah

Ski for Light
January 31 - February 7, 2010
Midway, Utah
The 35th annual Ski for Light International Week will take place from Sunday
Jan. 31 through Sunday Feb. 7, 2010 in
the Wasatch Mountains of Utah. We will
stay at the Marriott Hotel and Conference
Center in downtown Provo, and ski at the
Soldier Hollow cross-country ski area in
nearby Midway, Utah. Soldier Hollow
was the cross-country skiing venue for the
2002 Winter Olympics. If you have never
before attended what many have called
the experience of a lifetime. For more information visit sfl.org.

WASHINGTON

Nordic Christmas Fest at PLU
December 19
Tacoma, WA
At PLU’s Scandinavian Cultural Center
at 7:30 p.m. $35 for SCC Members and
Seniors, $40 for the General Public. Reservations required.
Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner
January 10
Kelso, WA
Be sure to get your tickets early as they
go fast and you certainly don’t want to
miss this Lutefisk Dinner! Tickets are now
available by contacting Larry Wendfeldt
at (360) 575-1385 or via email at: bignorske@comcast.net.

A view of the University of California, Berkeley campus from the Berkeley Lab.

Photo: Wikimedia

Statoil
“We wish to see this initiative develop the
best project and functions managers across
the whole industry. We have entered this
agreement because we believe collaboration
between academics and industry is crucial
to further develop our perspectives and
skills in project developments. We want
to be a benchmark in the market,” says
executive vice president in Statoil Projects
& Procurement Gunnar Myrebøe.
The Research Initiative, called
“Understanding Success and Developing
Management Leadership on International
Mega Projects,” is headed by UC Berkeley
professor Iris Tommelein and NTNU
professor Asbjørn Rolstadås.
Multi-disciplinary
The initiative brings together an
international and multi-disciplinary group of
academic researchers and industry colleagues
with expertise in mega-project management
to collaborate on case-study research in
mega-projects.
Participants in the so-called P2SL
Mega-projects Initiative will develop a
comprehensive understanding of how to lead,
manage and succeed within international
mega-projects.
The center was launched to improve
intellectual understanding and practices,
including those within international megaprojects.

Cross collaboration
The goal of the initiative is twofold.
Firstly, to increase successful management
and leadership knowledge base on megaprojects, by working on a multi-disciplinary
basis between research institutions, industry
personnel and key contractors.
Secondly, to develop educational
material in order to strengthen Statoil’s
supplier companies’ capabilities in managing
mega-projects in geographically and geopolitically diverse settings.
“Large-scale projects may cost billions
of dollars to perform and deliver. As Statoil’s
projects become more geographically diverse
and complex, they also become increasingly
challenging to lead and manage,” Myrebøe
underlines.
Cooperation
Statoil and the University of California,
Berkeley, have since 2006 had a cooperation
to develop and run a program for managing
Statoil’s large and complex development
projects.
The cooperation with Berkeley is part of
the Project Academy, which is the business
area Project and procurement’s management
development program. The Academy was
started several years ago to meet the the
challenges related to large and complex
projects.
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There’s no place like

Norse Home . . .

A neighborhood landmark built to serve the community.

a retirement community with heart!
Norse Home offers spectacular views of the Olympic Mountains,
Puget Sound and overlooks Ballard and the Woodland Park Zoo.
Enjoy a warm drink in the Bistro with your friends, take advantage of
carefree living, and be served by a caring and committed staff.
Call today for a tour and lunch will be on us! (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.com • 5311 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

Your Travel Partner to Paradise
Conde Nast Traveler Magazine considers

TOR JENSEN OF JENSEN WORLD TRAVEL the Top Travel Specialist
for Scandinavia, in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 & 2009
Travel and Leisure Magazine has awarded Tor the same honor for 2009!

Let us help you plan your ideal Vacation in 2010, to Norway and the rest of the Nordic
Countries.We will make your trip truly unique! Our specialty includes individual private and
group tours to Norway and the Nordic Countries - including Greenland, Iceland,The Faroe
Islands, Finland, Russia and the Baltics. Hurtigruten (Norwegian Coastal Voyage) – West
Coast - The Fjords to the North Cape.“Norway in a Nut Shell” Classic Scandinavia, stay
at Historic Castles and Inns. DFDS Seaways mini cruises Oslo - Copenhagen.Telemark,
Adventure Travel, sea kayaking and skiing. Fishing and boating in the Lofoten Islands.
We always have the lowest fares on SAS and Iceland Air!
Call for best prices starting in both directions.
Call us for details and any special requirements you may have.
Toll free: 1 800 T-JENSEN (1 800 853 6736)

www.jensenworldtravel.com email: Tor@jensenworldtravel.com

111 9th Street
Wilmette, IL 60091
Fax 1 847 256-5563

