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Honorary Prize to
Sami artist
Mari Boine

Dette er nettopp geniet: Intelligensen som
kjenner sine grenser.

- Albert Camus

Read more at www.norway.com

Pickled Beets The perfect
Norwegian fall treat
Read more
on page 8
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Online News
Dateline Oslo
White formally accredited
U.S. Ambassador to Norway
On Thursday, Nov. 5, U.S.
Ambassador Barry B. White

presented his credentials to
Norway’s Head of State, King

Harald V, and was thereby formally accredited as U.S. Ambassador to Norway.
(U.S. Embassy)

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115 Tel (800) 305-0217 • www.norway.com

Kai Eide proclaims support for Afghan
effort
Despite the deadly
attack in the Afghan
capital that killed five
UN staff members and
injured several others,
the Secretary-General’s
Special Representative
Kai Eide says it’s not
time to pull out or
evacuate

Guyana and Norway to
protect tropical forests

Special Report

President Bharrat Jagdeo of

Development

The United Nations said it will
temporarily relocate some of its
staff as part of increased security
measures following the deadly
attack in the Afghan capital that

Erik Solheim signed a Memo-

CONTINUES PAGE 13
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Guyana and Norway’s Minister of the Environment and
International

randum of Understanding declaring the two countries’ determination to work together
to provide the world with a
working example of how partnerships between developed
and developing countries can
save the world’s tropical for-

Photo: Fardin Waezi/ United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan

As of Nov. 2, Norway has vaccinated 300,000. Those under 20 are top priority. Of the 300,000 vaccinated, only eight have
complained of adverse side effects.

Impressions of Norway Kristiansand meets New

On Nov. 3, Innovation Norway, in collaboration
with the Norwegian Consulate General in
New York, introduced different impressions of
Norway through design, architecture, food and
music at a reception at the residence of Consul
General Sissel Breie

The
brand-new
cologne
Kristiansand New York was
conceived when two Norwegians,
Britt Hovde Ross, a former model,
and actress Elisabeth Steen, met for
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embodies southern
Norway’s relaxation with
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Image courtesy of Kristiansand New
York.

Victory for Aalesund
Despite being down to
10 men AaFK defeated
their neighbor Molde
in a dramatic ending on
Nov. 8.
Photo: Berit Hessen

From left: Hans Edmund Uthe from Hotel Ullensvang (in Hardanger), Kristin
Dahle, Yngve Sjøberg from Try Norway AS and Elna S. Johnsen from Innovation
Norway in Stavanger.

Berit Hessen

Managing Editor

Aksel Kolstad from Fredrikstad,
founder of the music concept Café
de Concert, performed classical

Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

music together with young talented
musicians. The successful and
colorful fashion company Moods
of Norway, the highly acclaimed

Aalesund (AaFK) won the
Norwegian Cup for the first time
after beating Molde (MFK) 5-4
in a penalty shootout at Ullevaal
Stadium in Oslo on Nov. 8.
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Norge - Uken som gikk
Nyheter på Nettet

Oslo-elevene flinkest i engelsk

Elever i Oslo gjør det best i engelsk. Både
femteklassinger og åttendeklassinger
gjør det hakket bedre enn jevnaldrende i
de andre fylkene, viser en oversikt over
de nasjonale prøvene. Åpenhet rundt
resultatene forklarer mye av Oslos suksess,
mener utdanningsbyråd Torger Ødegaard
(H). Han oppfordrer alle kommuner til
å publisere resultatene fra de nasjonale
prøvene på skoleniv. (Aftenposten)

Lae fikk hjerteinfarkt i USA

I forrige uke ble Høyres nestleder Erling
Lae operert for hjerteinfarkt på et sykehus
i New York, der han var på reise med
samboeren. Ifølge VG Nett ble Høyrepolitikeren operert natt til mandag 2.
november. Stabssjef for Høyre-leder Erna
Solberg, Julie Voldberg, sier Lae etter
forholdene skal være i god form etter
operasjonen. Erling Lae gikk av som
byrådsleder i Oslo i september etter ti år,
men er fortsatt nestleder i partiet.
(ANB-NTB)

Facebook-krangel ga avtalt slagsmål

– Bunnen nådd for bemanningsbransjen
Det er slutt på nedgangen i bemanningsbransjen. I flere bran-sjer har aktiviteten økt merkbart siden i sommer,
viser nye tall fra NHO Service, melder
Newswire
– Utleie av personell har økt kraftig i
flere bransjer siden i sommer. Vi ser også
en tydelig vekst i rekrutteringen til faste
stillinger, sier fagsjef Even Hagelien i NHO
Service.
Bemanningsbransjen har vært hardt
rammet av finanskrisen, men NHO Service
ser nå flere tegn til oppgang.
– Den kraftige nedgangen flatet ut
mellom andre og tredje kvartal, og vi tror
bunnen nå er nådd. Bransjen har nå det
samme aktivitetsnivået som i 2006, sier
Hagelien.
Men det er fortsatt vanskelige tider.
Bemanningsselskapenes aktivitet har sunket
med 25 prosent i forhold til tredje kvartal i
fjor.
Sterkest er nedgangen i bygg og anlegg.
Sammenlignet med i fjor høst er det 40
prosent mindre utleie av arbeidskraft. For

En krangel på nettstedet Facebook utløste
masseslagsmål mellom ungdom fra Oslo
og Nesodden 7. november. Ungdommene avtalte å møtes på Aker brygge for
å slåss. Mandag kveld barket de sammen
med kjetting, kniv og hammer. En 15 år
gammel gutt fra Nesodden ble sendt til
sykehus med et kutt i bakhodet etter å ha
blitt slått med hammer. (VG)

Eks-politimann erkjenner overgrep

Mandag 7. november startet rettssaken
mot en tidligere politimannen i 40-årene
i Bergen tingrett. Mannen er tiltalt for
seksuelle overgrep mot 18 mindreårige
gutter i Romania, Brasil og Norge. Saken
betegnes som en av Norges groveste
pedofilisaker. Saken har en strafferamme
på 21 år. (Nettavisen)

Rekordmye kvikksølv i ferskvannsfisk

Kvikksølvinnholdet i ferskvannsfisk i
Sørøst-Norge har økt med 60 prosent siden
1991, viser ny undersøkelse. Forskere er
usikre på årsaken, for det er ikke registrert
mer kvikksølv i luften. (Aftenposten)

Bedrifter dropper julebordene

Årets julebord slipper ikke unna
sparekniven. ICA, SAS og Aftenposten er
blant arbeidsplassene som ikke skal bruke
penger på julefeiring. Moderate julebord
blir det også i Hydro og Kongsberg
Automotive, med julemat i egne lokaler.
(TV2 Nyheter)

Foto: NHO Service

Forsiktig optimisme i bemanningsbransjen.
– Det verste ligger bak oss, sier fagsjef Even
Hagelien i NHO Service.

English Synopsis: Even Hagelie at National Federation of Service Industries (NHO
Service), an organization-supporting service companies in Norway, is optimistic and says
things are a lot better than one year ago.

Nordmenn blir stadig feitere
antioksidanter hindrer formasjon av frie
radikaler, som fører til at molekylene i
kroppen blir kjemisk ustabile og angriper
arvestoffet i cellen, sier forskningsdirektør
Einar Risvik (bilde) i Nofima mat.

Fant hai i svømmebassenget

Overraskelsen var stor for Finn Sandmæl
som fant en død pigghå i sitt eget
svømmebasseng på Nesøya i Asker.
Sandmæl har et lite basseng i hagen,
helt nede i sjøkanten, og oppdaget til
sin forbauselse at en pigghå var kommet
seg inn. For å mate krabber og småfisk
har Sandmæl av og til kastet brødsmuler
og lignende i bassenget. Det kan være
grunnen til det overraskende besøket,
skriver Budstikka.no. – Bassenget ligger
i flukt med sjøen og fylles opp ved
høyvann, og er således tørrlagt ved ebbe,
forteller Sandmæl. Pigghå er en haifisk
i håfamilien med en giftig pigg foran på
hver av de to ryggfinnene. Giften er ikke
dødelig for mennesker. (Aftenposten)

industri og produksjon er nedgangen på 35
prosent.
– Ennå er mange permittert i
byggebransjen, og det er naturlig at de
har førsterett til å komme i arbeid igjen
når bedriftene øker aktiviteten. For
bemanningsbransjen betyr dette en viss
forsinkelse før nye oppdrag kommer inn, sier
Hagelien.
Utleie av arbeidskraft til kontor og
administrasjon har også gått kraftig ned
sammenlignet med i fjor.
Til tross for flere konkurser i
bemanningsselskaper det siste året, tror NHO
Service at bransjen nå er mer robust enn før
finanskrisen.
– Mange selskaper har hatt store
utfordringer og vært nødt til å tenke nytt.
De har gjort endringer som gjør dem godt
rustet til å formidle både fast og midlertidig
arbeidskraft, sier Hagelien.

Forskningsresultater som ble pre-sentert under Gartnerkongress, Rein Mat,
viser at hele 33,4 % prosent av den
norske befolkningen er overvektig,
skriver Pressenytt
– Et sunt kosthold med nok frukt og
grønt kan forhindre kreft. Det er utrolig
viktig å få i seg antioksidanter. Dette fordi

Frykter amerikanske tilstander
Risvik presenterte ferske forskningsresultater som viser at over 6 av 10 amerikanere er overvektige. Forskningsdirektøren
frykter at nordmenn vil følge etter i samme
fotspor. Han mener derfor at forbrukerne
må bli mer bevisste, samtidig som frukt- og
grøntmarkedet i Norge må bli enda bedre.
Risvik mener verden er i ferd med å bli
arbeidsufør på grunn av vekten sin.
– Bare se på USA, de er det landet i
verden som bruker mest på helse. Dette

skyldes at de må reparere mest, opplyste
forskningsdirektøren.
Ifølge Risvik bruker EU over 18
millioner euro på å utforske ulike dietter.
– Resultatene viser at den eneste
dietten som fører til vektreduksjon eller
stabil vekt er forhøyet protein kombinert
med lav glykemisk indeks, altså mye frukt
og grønt, sier han, og kommer med en
oppfordring til de flere hundre oppmøtte
grønnsaksprodusentene.
– Dere lever av å selge antioksidanter,
vær kreative og tenk hele tiden nye løsninger
og produkter. Det er for eksempel viktig
å opplyse folk om at enkelte salatsorter
inneholder masse proteiner. Denne typen
informasjon er nyttig for forbruker og
lønnsom for produsent, understreker Risvik.

English Synopsis: A new survey shows that Norwegians are getting fatter. Einar Risvik,
Director at Nofima, urged people to eat more vegetables during the cultivator convention
in Stokke, Vestfold last week. Nofima is a business-oriented research group working in
research and development for the aquaculture, fisheries, and food industry in Norway.

Verdenspremiere av Fanny og Alexander i Oslo

før premieren.
Ingmar Bergmans film fra 1982 vant 4
Oscar-statuetter.
Årsaken til at “Fanny og Alexander”
ikke settes opp på teater før nå, er at Ingmar
Bergman ikke ga tillatelse til at hans manus
kunne fremføres på scenen.
Hans tillatelse ble gitt først våren 2007,
samme år som han gikk bort.

Verdenspremieren av Fanny og
Alexander ble mottatt med ovasjoner av anmeldere. “Et seier for
teatret” skriver Dagbladet. VG
kaster terningkast 6.
Filmen “Fanny og Alexander” var
Ingmar Bergmans siste - og kanskje mest
kjente film, og 7. november ble stykket satt
opp på teater, for aller første gang. Dette
skjedde i Oslo.
Om Fanny og Aleanxer
Året er 1907. Fanny og Alexander er et
ungt søskenpar i den velstående og fargerike
familien Ekdahl. Moren er den vakre og
begavede skuespillerinnen Emilie Ekdahl,
faren Oscar er en beskjeden og varm mann
som lever og ånder for livet innenfor teatrets
vegger. Farmor Helena er familiens matriark
– hun regjerer Ekdahlene med fast og kjærlig
hånd.
Når Oscar plutselig dør under prøvene
på Hamlet, snus tilværelsen opp ned for
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Foto: Nationaltheatre

Den norske skuespillerinnen Kjersti Holmen har
hovedrollen som Emile Ekdahl.

søskenparet. Moren velger å gifte seg på nytt
med den strenge biskopen Edvard Vergeus.
I den fengselsliknende bispegården blir
de to barna tvunget til underkastelse.
“Fanny og Alexander” er en sjelden
stor produksjon. Hele 40 personer står på
rollelista, og det er solgt over 90.000 billetter

English Synopsis: Norway’s National
Theater staged the world premiere of
the late Ingmar Bergman’s classic film
“Fanny and Alexander” on Nov. 7. The
interest was high, and Swedish officials
from the Bergman Foundation seemed to
give it a thumbs up. Bergman finally gave
permission for his film script to be used
on stage just before he died. “It’s a story
that can be told in many ways. We are
presenting it from a different angle from
the film and hope it will enrich people’s
experience of this masterpiece,” says the
director, Kjetil Bang-Hansen.
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News

The SAMRISK program:

Methamphetmine use
doubles in Norway

Research that makes
society more resilient

From 2000 to 2008, the number of
patients who have entered detoxification
and treatment centers in Norway due to
the use of stimulant drugs such as cocaine,
amphetamine, and methamphetamine has
doubled from six to 12 percent.
“Amphetamine and methamphetamine
is a growing share of primary abuse of those
who come to treatment. At the same time we
see a reduction of heroin and opioids,” said
Arvid Skutle, research director at the Bergen
Clinics Foundation.
With them, there are still many longterm addicts who come for treatment, also
for amphetamines.
“But if we go a little below the surface,
we see a more diverse group of users,” said
Skutle.
He believes the increase of patients
who primarily use methamphetamine and
amphetamine is worrisome.
Skutle says these drugs are more
unpredictable than popular drugs of the past.
They are often homemade and their effects
can be more complex, including poisioning
of the body, as well psychiatric side effects
that include anxiety, agitation, and paranoid
behavior. (Aftenposten)

The Research Council of Norway

Norway – lucky so far
So far Norway has proved to be rather
a low-risk country to live in, spared against
major natural as well as most other kinds of
disasters to speak of. Even so it is important to
prepare oneself and acquire more knowledge
and work more systematically to improve
societal security.
“Yes, we have been lucky,” says Jon
Bing. “But we also have many skilled people
and organizations with a great deal of valuable
experience that contribute to avoiding some

Authorizations to borrow in 2010
On Nov. 6, Norway’s Ministry of Finance presented a
proposition to the Storting (Parliament) concerning
authorization for central government borrowing in 2010

Ministry of Finance
The government’s gross financing
requirement for 2010 is NOK 44.2 billion.
The financing requirement is planned to be
covered by borrowing in the domestic market,
and by drawing on the cash reserves.
There is a need for flexibility in the
government’s borrowing program in order
to adjust to changes during the year. The
Ministry of Finance proposes authorization
to raise NOK 50 billion in new long-term
domestic loans. Maximum outstanding of
short-term market instruments (Treasury
bills) is proposed at NOK 350 billion. The
T-bills used in the government securities
swap facility is included in this authorization.
The Ministry proposes authorization to have
an unlimited outstanding amount of other

short-term debt (mainly mandatory deposits
with the Treasury).
The Ministry will not ask for
authorization to enter into new agreements
under the government securities swap
facility.
In December 2009, the Ministry of
Finance and Norges Bank will publish
an auction calendar for the issuance of
government bonds and Treasury bills in
2010.

Norway supports making legal
empowerment of the poor

Norway supports making Legal Empowerment of the Poor an integral part of the
fight against poverty. A General Assembly
resolution will reinforce the efforts of U.N.
Member States to give poor people the
legal tools to break out of poverty. It will
contribute to expanding the support of the
U.N. Development System to those efforts.
(Norway-un.org)

Special Release

“The need became so great that the
program literally burst onto the scene,” says
Jon Bing, professor at the University of
Oslo and chair of the program board. “We
live in a world that is increasingly exposed
to many types of risks, and we sorely need
more insight into how we can create a more
resilient society.”

This week on Norway.com

Photo: C.H./Innovation Norway

When it comes to danger and disasters, Norway is
a pretty safe place to live.

of the hazards. It should not be luck when
things function well! Rather we should have
sufficient insight to know when we have a
tolerable risk level in our society. We do not
have the sufficient amount of such insight
today,” concludes Professor Bing.
Strong international perspective
In its work the SAMRISK program
attaches great importance to international
cooperation and participation in the E.U.
Seventh Framework Program for Research.
“When the program concludes in 2010,

CONTINUES PAGE 13

Twenty-five percent of
giftcards likely go unused

A new U.S. study shows that as many
as one out of every four gift certificates
purchased are not used within the first year.
“There is little reason to believe that the
same figures may not also apply to Norway,”
says Randi Lavik, a researcher at the National
Institute for Consumer Research.
Ola Grytten, economics professor at
the Norwegian Business School, estimates
that based on foreign and Norwegian figures
values of up to NOK 2.5 billion annually
disappears because of unused gift cards.
Unless it is otherwise noted, it is
common for gift cards in Norway to be valid
for three years. Several stores have cards
with a shorter validity period.
Consumers should be more critical of
the terms of the gift cards they purchase and
receive. Gry Nergård, Deputy Director of the
Consumer Ombudsman, urges consumers to
make sure they understand all the conditions
of the card and to also know when the card
expires. (Aftenposten)

NATO’s new Secretary General wants
Norway to do more

NATO’s new Secretary General Anders
Fogh Rasmussen said he appreciates Norway’s efforts in Afghanistan, but would
prefer more. He urges Norway and other
NATO countries to increase their efforts to
the operation in Afghanistan. (NRK)

Norway to fund United Nations project for
women’s role in Panchayats

On Nov. 4, the Norwegian government
signed an agreement to grant the United
Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) $9 million for strengthening
participation of women in local governance
in India. (United Nations)

Norway says not seeking more cash for
banks
Norway said on Nov. 6 it will no longer
supply liquidity to banks through swap facilities introduced during the financial crisis, as it is scaling back the massive 2008
rescue plan for the financial sector.
(Reuters)

Norway rate rise prolongs crisis in krone
storm

Norway’s biggest industry group warned
the krone’s 7.2 percent advance against
the euro since July is eroding profits at
manufacturers like Norsk Hydro ASA, Europe’s second-largest aluminum producer,
and says further gains will create “big
problems” for the export-reliant economy.
(Bloomberg)
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Exchange Rates
Norsk Kr.

5.5789

Dansk Kr.

4.9617

Svensk Kr.

6.8396

Canadian $

1.0554

Euro		

0.6669

Oslo Børs:

Vinnere
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Business

A treadle pump makes a difference

Navn			
Hurtigruten ASA		
Badger Explorer ASA
Flex LNG Limited		
Global IP Solutions		
Apptix			

Siste		
3,25		
20,00		
6,40		
7,80		
1,35		

%
20,37
17,65
14,29
13,04
12,50

Navn			
Nexus Floating Production
Nio Security		

Siste		
0,80		
1,88		
9,00		
6,70		
3,57		

%
-12,09
-10,48
-10,00		
-7,59
-6,05

Tapere

Camposol Holding Plc

ScanArc ASA		
SeaBird Exploration

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

1.800.870.7688

Scandinavian owned & operated

1 week

Category / Period

A - Ford Ka
B - Ford Fiesta
C - Ford Focus
E - VW Passat
J - Ford Mondeo Automatic
N - Volvo V70 Wagon

2 weeks

NOK / Approx $

2492 / $ 428
2534 / $ 435
2800 / $ 480
3283 / $ 563
4137 / $ 710
4494 / $ 772

NOK / Approx $

4634 / $ 795
4704 / $ 808
5208 / $ 894
6104 / $ 1048
7686 / $ 1320
8344 / $ 1433

*All prices are in Norwegian Kroner, rates include unlimited km’s, liability insurance & VAT tax

Please see www.ViKiNgCARClub.COm
for a complete listing of vehicles & rates

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Foreign aid is important for most Norwegians,
the new trend is that entrepreneurship and
business are part of the solution
Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Here is one example. Buying a treadle
pump at a cost of USD $20 to 25 and farm
inputs like fertilizer etc. for USD $7075 provides the farmer with a return on
investment of more than 300 percent in the
first year. That’s just what farmers that make
a small investment in a low-cost microirrigation technology can harvest three crops
per year instead of just one rain-fed crop
during the monsoon. The extra income they
earn can be used for other farming inputs that
increase productivity even more, investment
in livestock, their children’s education, and
healthcare.
In India, about 830 million people live
on less than USD $2 a day. Despite the
high growth of the Indian economy, little
is changing for the poorest. The majority
of the poor are smallholder farmers. Their
productivity is low, as they cannot afford
appropriate inputs such as irrigation,
fertilizer, and seeds.

Business News & Notes
Telenor will not block the Pirate Bay

On Nov.6 the Asker and Bærum District
Court today delivered its verdict on the socalled Pirate Bay case. The court concludes
that Telenor is not illegally contributing to
any violation of copyrights through services
offered by the Pirate Bay and that there is
subsequently no basis for instructing Telenor
to block admission to the Web site.
(Telenor.com)

Less passengers but positive Q3 for SAS

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

LE WIS O. TITLAND
C e r t i f i e d P u b lic A cco u n t a n t

( 2 0 6 )789-5433
3 8 2 4 1 8 t h Av e
Seattle, WA 98119

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Small businesses
Individuals
Specialized Assista n ce

Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our Experienced
daily specials
and regularly
Full Service Agency With
Norwegian
Speakingupdated
Consultants!
information will help you make wise travel
Our daily specials and regularly updated information
help ayou make
wise travel
decisions in
a constantly changing world!
decisionswill in
constantly
changing
world!

Specials to Scandinavia,
Europe & the Caribbean

Specials to Scandinavia
VERRAZANO
TRAVEL & LEISURE

Call us for details!

inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

Europe & the1Caribbean
(718) 979-6641

Call us for details!

Verrazano TraVel & leisure
1 (718) 979-6641

MULLAVEY, PROUT,
GRENLEY & FOE
inger@verrazanotravel.com
attorneys and
counselors at law
laila@verrazanotravel.com

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484
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One newly established player that wants
to make a difference was established in Oslo
last year with the name of Voxtra. The name
is derived from an Old Norse word meaning
“growth.” Their objective is to contribute
to the reduction of poverty by supporting
projects that empower people at the base
of the pyramid to lift themselves out of
poverty.
Voxtra supports a project with USD $2
million over six years to develop a supply
chain for low-cost treadle pumps and conduct
marketing activities to raise awareness in the
remote and underdeveloped state of Asam in
Northern India. The target of the project is
to sell 25,000 treadle pumps to smallholder
farmers, enabling them to increase their net
annual cash income by $400 on average.
In addition the project stimulates the local
economy by leading to increased demand for
agricultural inputs and day labor to tread the
pumps. The project commenced this spring.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation also
support the project.

Although SAS reports a 4.7 percent drop
in the number of passengers carried by the
airline in Q3, compared with the same period last year, operating revenue was SEK
259 million, up from SEK 187 million in Q3
2008. The SAS Group reports that the third
quarter was characterized by an increased
load factor, but weaker yield. The fall in yield
is primarily attributable to lower demand for
business travel and increasing competition.
However, the load factor was strengthened
as a result of the comprehensive capacity
reductions which were implemented in line
with the SAS Group’s strategic approach,
Core SAS. (Norway Post)

Norwegian mail distribution in Denmark to
close down

The Norwegian company Bring Citymail
Danmark has started a process to terminate its mail distribution operations in the
Copenhagen area, after it has lost a total
of NOK 500 million in three years. Negotiations are now being started to terminate
the mail distribution operations and dismiss
440 employees. Bring Citymail in Denmark
is owned by the Norwegian Postal Service
(NP) and has focused aggressively on mail
distribution in the Copenhagen area as a
challenger to Post Danmark. Its start-up was
affected by the financial crisis and economic
slump and Bring Citymail Danmark has also
had a value added tax (VAT) disadvantage of
25 percent compared to its main competitor,
Post Danmark, which is exempt from paying
VAT.

(Norwaypost.eu)

Statoil reports consistent deliveries

Statoil’s third quarter 2009 net operating
income was NOK 28.3 billion, compared
to NOK 47.0 billion in the third quarter of
2008.
“Statoil delivers solid financial and
operational results and continues to maintain
a high activity level both in Norway and
internationally. We have increased our equity
production to 1,87 million barrels of oil
equivalents per day, up eight per cent from
third quarter 2008. Our operations outside of
Norway contributed with more than 500,000
barrels of oil equivalents per day,” says
Statoil’s chief executive Helge Lund.
The quarterly result was mainly affected
by a 31 percent drop in oil prices and a 32
percent decrease in the average price of
natural gas. (Statoil)

Wilh Wilhelmsen still weak

Wilh Wilhelmsen has seen its third
quarter operating profit drop to USD $47.8
million, a 42 percent fall on the USD $83.1
million recorded through the corresponding
period of last year.
The Oslo-listed company said total
income was about USD $605 million, a
reduction of USD $262 million or 30 percent
compared to the same period last year.
“The current market puts severe pressure
on earnings for the shipping segment.
However, the third quarter shows signs of
market recovery, albeit at a slow pace,” says
Thomas Wilhelmsen, deputy group CEO,
when commenting on the 7 percent increase
in cargo volumes (cubic meters) from the
second to the third quarter.
The logistics and maritime services
segments are to a lesser degree affected by
the present market conditions. Sales are
down, but results are keeping up compared
with the same quarter last year.
(Wilhelmsen.com)

Dreams of America

Sindre Kinne (19) nominated for the U-19 world squad
Aftenposten
When the Vålerenga Trolls beat the Oslo
Vikings 25-0 in the U-19 final in Jordal, Norwegian football star Sindre Kinne said, “[It
was] a superior performance, but the match
was quite even for most of the time.”
The Trolls secured gold in the U-19 final championship, but now Kinne waits for
something more important: a telephone call
where a dream can become reality. After finding success in the 2009 Scandinavian Cup,
the Norwegian national committee nominated Kinne to be a member of an international
squad for the best U-19 football players in
the world. The world team will face the U.S.
squad as part of the prelude to the Super
Bowl in Miami, Fla. on Feb. 7, 2010.
“I don’t know if I’ll be chosen, but I
think it’s unbelievably great to be nominated.
It is an honor,” Kinne told Aftenposten.
Kinne and his teammates do not know
quite what to expect until he gets the phone
call, but Trolls coach Kolya Hardy thinks
this could be a tryout.
“We know that Sindre is now part of a
very exclusive group. The fact that a Norwe-

Photo: Jon-Åre Berg Jacobsen

Sindre Kinne (19) plays safety for the Vålerenga
Trolls.

gian player could be a member of the world
team is sensational,” said Hardy. Kinne has
played football for nine years, including one
year in the United States.
“I like the physicality of American football, but at the same time there are a lot more
tactics than many Norwegians realize,” said
Kinne, who play safety for the trolls.
“He’s our ‘quarterback’ on defense...
a player with natural leadership skills, and
technical talent. And he still has yet to reach
his full potential,” said Hardy.

Women’s Football Two more years for

Norway beats Slovakia 1-0

Norway Post

“Drillo” Olsen

Egil “Drillo” Olsen (67) continues as
Norway’s national soccer coach until the
next Euro qualification round is over. He
will then be succeeded by Staale Solbakken,
presently coach of Danish club FCK.
Olsen took over from Aage Hareide in
January 2009, after the latter opted to resign
following a string of poor World Cup qualifying results.
Under Olsen’s coaching, Norway rose
from bottom of their group into second.
However, they narrowly missed out on a
play-off berth. Olsen previously coached
Norway from 1990-1998.
This has announced by the Norwegian
Football Association.
Solbakken has long been a candidate for
the job of new national coach, but is on contract with FCK until the summer of 2011.

victory for aa...

draw until the whistle was blown. Mame
Biriam Diouf put Molde ahead six minutes
into the first half of the extension on a power
header.
Rekdal throws in Tor Hogne Aarøy a
few minutes later to restore the parity. He
got paid six minutes from time when the tall
striker headed home a cross from the right.
The game went to a penalty shoot out.
Aalesund keeper Lindegaar gave his
team the necessary advantage when he saved
Jose Mota’s opener. Aalesund followed up
with four clinical finishes before Amund
Skiri’s last attempt for Aalesund hit the left
post but deflected into the net and settled the
drama with 5-4.
After the dramatic ending Rekdal
commented that he thought the performance
of his players and the coaching of the staff
from the bench were outstanding. “We were
able to attack with only ten players instead
of pulling backwards and that was a big
achievement of the team,” he said.
Aalesund earned with the victory a
spot in the Europe league next season at the
sacrifice of Odd Grenland.

“This is fantastic,” said Aalesund coach
Kjetil Rekdal. “This was an enormous
achievement and showed an enormous will
to win,” said Rekdal, who took over as head
coach last season.
Aalesund nearly took the lead two
minutes into the first half when Molde goalie
Lillebakk’s kick-off was met by Fredrik
Carlsen.
Carlsen dispatched the ball to Da Silva
who fired off from 18 meters, but the attempt
went outside the post. Instead Molde went in
front 25 minutes later. Mame Biriam Diouf
won a challenge and poked home the lead.
Fredrik Carlsen was sent off receiving his
second booking five minutes into the second
period.
Against the run of the play, Aalesund
struck back four minutes later when the
referee omitted to blow on a foul by Molde
goalie Lillebakk in the penalty area. Glenn
Roberts followed up and rolled the ball
calmly into the net. Molde was held to a

Speed skating

Bøkko takes second
ISU.com
The speed skating season started in Berlin with fast times, and impressive track records. On Nov. 6, the first day of racing, the
sprinters skated the 500 and 1000 meters.
In the 1000m, American Shani Davis
erased the track record of Dutch Erben Wennemars (1:08.88) and completed the distance
in 1:08.53, opening in 16.98, then a 25.1 and
a 26.3 lap. He was more than half a second
faster than Yevgenij Lalenkov (RUS), who
took second place.
The 5000m was on Saturday, Nov. 7.
Sven Kramer (NED) had not lost a single
5000m in two years and won this one as well,
thus directly qualifying for Olympic participation according to Dutch selection rules.
His time was 6:14.69. In second place finished Håvard Bøkko (NOR), his main rival
in the past year, with 6:17.17, and third was
Bob de Jong, the Dutchman who is Olympic
10,000m champion, with 6:19.22.
The final distance of the event was the
1500m, and the win was possibly the most
brilliant time of the weekend. First Denny

Photo: Wikimedia

Håvard Bøkko finished second in Berlin Nov. 7.

Morrison (CAN) set 1:45.69, not too far
from the 1:45.54 track record held by Fabris, A few pairs later, Norwegian champion
Håvard Bøkko successfully attacked Morrison’s time with a 28.0 final lap, and finished
in 1:45.56. However impressive these times
were, Shani Davis was over a full second
faster. The smiling American started 23.59,
had laps of 25.4, 26.9 and 28.4, resulting in
1:44.47. This time was not just an enormous
improvement of the track record, it is the
fastest time ever skated on a low land rink.
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Special Release

Norway’s women beat Slovakia 1-0 in
a World Cup qualifier at home Nov. 4, and
now leads Group 2 with six points of six
possible, ahead of Slovakia and Belarus,
both with three points.
The winning goal came in the 51st
minute and was an own goal by Alexandra
Biroova, under strong pressure from Lise
Klaveness.
The Norwegian women’s next qualifier
is against Macedonia, and is scheduled for
early March 2009.
Under new coach Eli Landsem, Norway
beat the Netherlands 3-0 in a World Cup
qualifier at home Oct. 25, bringing Norway
closer to a spot in the FIFA Women’s World
Cup in 2011 in Germany.
To learn more, visit www.fotball.no.

(…continued from page 1)
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With his new spectacular show “Fairytale”

Special appearance in the United StateS: One day Only!
accompanied by live musicians and the Frikar Modern dance company
New York Millennium Theatre
1029 Brighton Beach Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Saturday, November 21st, 2009 @ 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

info and tickets are available on the internet: www.russianconsulting.com/show

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Discover the magnificent artistic culture of The Vikings!

THE VIKING TRADER ™

THE VIKING TRADER™ offers a unique collection of historically authentic jewelery,
glass & other artifacts in replica from Scandinavia.

As seen in the Smithsonian Museum, now available for purchase online or by telephone.

See this collection on our website: www.vikingtrader.net
Email: vikingtrader@comcast.net • 1-800-842-1642
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SAM & ELLIE

Franz Wilhelmsen in 1960.

The Vancouver Olympics are now
only a couple of months away and the
athletes are well into their countdown of
training and racing. We have already had
our first World Cup Alpine Ski Race and
each week there will be another batch of
events covering all the disciplines. This
is an exciting time for winter enthusiasts,
especially for Norwegians, since Norway
has won more Olympic medals than any
other nation in history.
For me, it has been hard to get that
excited about the Olympics – that is until
this past week when I received my Media
Pass for the Olympics Games. Now that
my accreditation has been approved, I can
start making plans as to how I am going
to cover this huge event. Obviously, I
will want to return to the Callahan Valley
at Whistler to watch the Olympic Cross
Country and Biathlon races. Having been
there last winter for the World Cup races,
I know first hand how exciting these races
will be. Norway’s outstanding biathlete,
Ole Bjørndalen, will once again attempt
to add to his legendary status as the best
athlete in the history of the country. I
loved watching him and the entire team
this past year up at Whistler.
As I started preparing for my return
to Whistler, I began thinking about the
first time that I ventured up to ski on the
mountain. The year was 1966 and Whistler
had just opened. A bunch of my ski buddies

By Ray Helle
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climbed into my 1953 Ford and made the
trek up the incredibly curvy road to a dirt
parking lot at the base of the mountain. We
spent the day riding in a gondola the size
of a Campbell Soup can. At the bottom
of the mountain, we had to “bushwhack”
through thickets because of a lack of snow
that first year. Since that first year skiing
Whistler, I have been back almost every
year to ski. It is a fantastic mountain and a
year-round destination resort.
As I was researching the creation and
construction of the Whistler Ski Resort,
I was shocked to discover that Whistler
was started by a Norwegian! That is right,
Franz Wilhelmsen from Trondheim, will
go down in history as the founding father
of one of the world’s largest ski resorts.
In 1940, shortly after the outbreak
of World War II, Franz Wilhelmsen, on a
training mission with the royal Norwegian
Air Force, found himself stationed in
Toronto. There he met and married Annette
Seagram. After the war, the couple returned
to Norway for a year before returning to
Vancouver, British Columbia, where he
tried his hand at several pursuits, none of
which challenged his talents or his energy
and enthusiasm.
In 1960, the VIII Olympic Winter
Games were held in Squaw Valley, Calif.
Canada’s representative to the Games
suggested that if a suitable site could be
found near Vancouver, the province would

be in a position to host future games.
Wilhelmsen had finally found his challenge.
A group of Vancouver businessmen led by
Wilhelmsen formed the Garibaldi Olympic
Development Association. Its objective
was to have Whistler Mountain, located
in Garibaldi Park, serve as the site for
the 1968 Olympic Winter Games and to
promote the area as a ski resort.
On Nov. 21, 1960, Wilhelmsen became
the first president of the Association – a
title that he held for the next 20 years.
After many starts and stops, Whistler
Mountain opened on Feb. 15, 1966
with a four-passenger gondola, a double
chairlift and two T-bar lifts and the Greater
Vancouver Tourist Bureau declared Franz
Wilhelmsen as “the Man of the Year.”
Whistler lost out in the competition to host
the 1968 Olympic Games to Grenoble,
France. And, Franz died in 1998, 12 years
before his dream of realizing the goal of
hosting an Olympics Games at Whistler is
finally realized. The 2010 Winter Olympic
Games will be conducted this February
thanks to the dedication, energy and dream
that a Norwegian from Trondheim had 50
years ago!
All the best,
Jake Moe
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Letters to the Editor:
Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:

Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief • j.moe@norway.com • 7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115

Dear Editor,
I do not believe Helga Swanson of Palm
City, Fla. nor Gerald Tache of Stuart, Fla.
have a real grasp of the meaning of the Nobel
Peace Prize nor the impact of President
Obama’s steps taken already to change the
international climate of confrontation which
was the style of President Bush’s eight year
administration. War can happened almost
instantaneously, ex. Iraq, but long-term peace
is a very slow, confidence-building process.
President Obama has been
effectively
building a bridge to peace in many areas
of the globe in his first year and the Nobel
committee recognized his efforts which are
global in scale.

World War II, his brother just died. He led
the British into the nuclear water plant to
blow it up.
Sincerely,
Ted Anderson
Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
I recently received this photo from
Samuel Langland’s great grand nephew (or
something like that anyway).

Sincerely,
Thor A. Larson
Fishkill, N.Y.
Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
I would like to officially invite you to
the first event in our Ardea Arts/FOI Open
House Series on Nov. 16, 2009 from 5-7 p.m.
at the Ardea Arts/FOI studio on 463 Broome
Street, New York City.
Our theme for this month is “Making
Opera: ‘Animal Tales’”, which will feature
the creative team, performers, designers,
musicians and other collaborators and team
members as they discuss what it takes to
make an opera. There will be a presentation
and discussion, as well as a reception amidst
some conceptual renderings and puppetry
from the production on display.
We are excited to premiere our series
during National Opera Week, which fits right
into our mission to engage broader audiences
with a vital new vernacular American opera.
Whether you live in New York, happen to be
in town, or feel like making a trip into the
city, we hope to see you there and at our
events to come.
Warmest regards,
Grethe Barrett Holby
Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
I am helping a Norway person that is 85
years old. He has stocks, but is requesting
some help. There is a new oil complex that
looks like it’s from another world. It will be
the best oil driller in any ocean. He saw a
picture and lost it. Need the name, so he can
purchase some stocks.
His brother and family are famous from

It was taken by Eggan and Ericson
photographers who had a studio together from
1902-1906 at Second and Pike in Seattle. Of
course Samuel Langland, first president of
the Grand Lodge of the Sons of Norway of
the Pacific Coast (predecessor of District 2),
is identified on the far left in the front. Third
from the left is Gunnar Lund, Vice president
from 1903-1904, and president in 1913-14.
The person to the right of Gunnar looks to
be a relative of Mr. Eggan, the photographer.
Our District 2 info indicates there was an H.
F. Eggan as a judge from 1903-1904. I have
a photo of a James Eggan who looks very
much like this fellow, but parts his hair to
the left side. There were two Eggan brothers
who were also photographers, but his name
was Halvor P (maybe the F and or the P is a
typo in the old history books). I would place
this photo from 1903-1904 (the officers were
the same both years), except the mustached
fellow in the back looks like a W. B. Olson
who was not an officer in those days but was
president in 1907.
The officers from 1903-1904 were:
Samuel Langland, president (Leif Erikson
Lodge); Gunnar Lund, vice president (Leif
Erikson Lodge); H. F. Eggan, Judge (Leif
Erikson Lodge); Olaf Toft, Secretary (he
came from Minnesota, as many of these
officers did)(Leif Erikson Lodge); J. H.
Castberg, Treasurer; S.M. Dehley, Regent;
A.A. Anderson, Trustee 1(first president of
Leif Erikson Lodge);H. Quickstad, Trustee 2

and J. B. Nilson, Trustee 3.
Do any of you early lodges have any
photos of around this time period that has
another photo containing someone who
looks like any of these people? Only Samuel
is identified, but I have seen many photos of
Gunnar Lund so know who he is as well. If
anyone could provide a brief history of any
of them that would be good as well.
Thanks for any help you can provide!
Sincerely,
Christine Anderson
District 2 Historian for Alaska, Idaho,
Oregon, and Washington
Dear Norwegian American Weekly
The Twin Cities Associates of the
American Scandinavian Foundation is
pleased to present the first annual Nordic
Lights Film Festival – Twin Cities. Hosted
at the Parkway Theater in Minneapolis Nov.
20 – 22, the festival will include a variety of
feature-length and short films from Denmark,
Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden.
We are thrilled to be launching this
festival in the Twin Cities. The area already
has a vibrant Nordic community, and this
festival offers a new outlet for us to not
only reaffirm the connection to our Nordic
heritage, but to also foster an appreciation for
contemporary Nordic culture.
The Twin Cities festival will kick off
on Nov. 20 with a screening of the Swedish
film, “The Queen and I.” The film chronicles
Swedish-Iranian filmmaker and Iranian exile
Nahid Persson Sarvestani’s talks with the
widow of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the late
Shah of Iran who was overthrown in 1979.
The film will be followed by a question
and answer session to discuss the historical
and modern day implications of the topics
addressed in the film.
Tickets for the films can be purchased at
the festival doors, or are available in advance
online at www.brownpapertickets.com.
Tickets purchased online can be picked up at
will call. Tickets will also be available at the
door. All movies are subtitled.
Sincerely,
Kari Lie
Committee Chair

Kjell Kittilsen

13. november

Brooklyn NY

14. november
Malm Furan
Kelowna BC Canada
Bernhard Dvergedal
Evanston IL
Ulrik Ruud
Salt Lake City UT
Gene Ganung
Eugene OR
Marvin Hanson
Hixton WI
15. november
Karsten Anker Klevjer
Federal Way WA
Knut Helland
Åsgårdstrand Norway
Emma Johnson
Sunnyside WA
Signora Byre
Appleton MN
Peter Erling Samuelsen
Crozet WA
Peter Erling Samuelsen
Ft. Drum NY
Terry Terwilliger
East Satauket NY
16. november
Peter Fosseide
Duluth MN
Gudrun Bakstad
Romedal Norway
Margit Holm
Jessheim Norway
Arthur Nilsen
Tacoma WA
Johannes Bruvik
Salem OR
17. november
Bjarne Selnes
Hood River OR
Georg M Kjonsvik
Seattle WA
Sigurd Gigiksen
Long Island NY
18. november
James Vatn
Seattle WA
Arne Bergene
Kirkland WA
Ingvald Dale
Lacey WA
Randi Berntsen Cruze Castro Valley CA
19. november
Pete Otnes
Seattle WA
Aagot Eide
Baltic SD
Karen Uhl
Portland OR
Sharon L Willoughby
Coral Springs FL
Barney Bordsen
Rio Linda CA
Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free,
but must be submitted at least
one month in advance.

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly
To learn more about the
Norwegian American Foundation visit:
http://noram.norway.com
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The Taste of Norway

Pickled Beetroot
Syltede Rødbeter

Poetry By Sigrid Undset
“Ungdom / Youth” is a treasure of Sigrid Undset’s
earliest writings, and printed in Norwegian and English

A wonderful gift for readers of Sigrid Undset!

Only $29!
To purchase, send check to:
Harold P. Hanson • Delos
2261 NPB • PO Box 118440 • University of Florida
Gainesville, FL 32611-8440

Place your order today!
Visit online at www.nortransah.com

Scandinavian Specialties
Bringing you the finest quality
Scandinavian Foods and Gifts

Photo: Pinchmysalt.com

Photo: simplycanning.com

8 oz. cooked, small beetroot (beet), skinned
and thinly sliced
2/3 cup white wine vinegar (for a sweeter
beet use malt vinegar and more sugar)
2/3 cup water
1/4 cup sugar (use 1/2 cup for a sweeter
beet)
Maybe you haven’t had the pleasure
yet of enjoying pickled beetroot but it’s very
popular in Europe and Australia. It’s great on
the Norwegian cold table, added to a hearty
fall salad, or even dish up as a condiment on
a hamburger.
Put the sliced beetroot into sterilized
jars if storing the beetroot or in a bowl if you
plan to eat it right away.
Add the vinegar, water, sugar, salt and
pepper in a stainless-steel or enamel pan,
bring to a boil and then reduce the heat and

3/4 tsp. salt
ground black pepper
Opitional marinade add-ins include:
clove, caraway seeds, bay leaves,
peppercorns, coriander seeds; or for a
sweeter beet try allspice or cardamom

Summer Sale!
Largest Scandinavian
Store in the West!
www.scanspecialties.com

30% off all sweaters
6719 15th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117

Phone: 206-784-7020 or toll free at 1-877-784-7020
Call
toll-free at (877) 784-7020
We ship via UPS. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Call for product list.

www.scanspecialties.com
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N ordi c Tr eas u re Tour s

Unique Tours...One-of-a-kind Experiences
Norway - Our Way
Botswana 2010 - Participate in
May 14-24, 2010

Norway & Sweden
Tour of a Lifetime

June 16-28, 2010

let it simmer for two and half minutes.
Pour the hot marinade over the beetroot
and add your desired marinade extras .
Seal the jar or cover the bowl and leave the
beetroot to marinate for at least 24 hours,
preferably two to three days before serving.
Once the beetroot is marinated to
your liking serve right away or store in the
refrigerator for up to three weeks.
This recipe is adapted from “Pickled
Beetroot” in “The Food and Cooking of
Norway” by Janet Laurence.

New Norwegian passport procedures
from December 1, 2009
From December 1, 2009, it will no longer be possible to
apply for a new passport through the Norwegian Honorary
Consulates. Only the Embassy in Washington, D.C. ,and the
Consulates General in New York, Houston and San Francisco
will be able to receive passport applications after this date.
We encourage everyone who have passports which will
expire in the next couple of years to contact their nearest
Consulate for passport renewal before December, especially
those holding passports which are not machine readable.
The change is due to the introduction of biometric passports
in the Schengen area. For more information and passport
application procedures, please visit www.norway.org

www.norway.org

initiatives by local women - “Trade-Not-Aid”

Tour 1: April 10-23, 2010
Tour 2: October 9-22, 2010
Tour 3: April 24-May 7, 2010, Women Only
Tour 4: October 2-15, 2010, Women Only

Call or email Ingeborg to find out more!

612-532-6618 l info@TrilliumToursLLC.com
www.TrilliumToursllc.com/NordicTreasureTours
Nordic
Treasure Tours Ad - Norwegian
AmericanAMERICAN
Weekly
NOVEMBER 13, 2009
• WWW.NORWAY.COM
• NORWEGIAN
WEEKLY

norway
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Travels to Norway

Delighting in
Bergen’s statues
Anita Alan

San Diego, Calif.

No matter where in Bergen you go,
you never are far from sculpture. What may
delight the traveler however is the variety
of statues. Sculptors and the City of Bergen
seem to celebrate every aspect of life—from
its seemingly mundane aspects to significant
historical events.
The sculptures seem to take one by
the hand, to lead the casual stroller through
streets as they were at a particular moment in
time, to place the visitor squarely there. The
variety took this writer on a surprise journey
that, while random, truly celebrated every
aspect of Bergen life. It is impossible to
stop looking at the diversity of these works,
impossible to stop photographing and taking
notes, but in choosing the six sculptures
shown here, it truly felt as though no aspect
of this small city’s life got left out.

I found its history (from the Vigeland
sculpture of Snorre Sturlason (1179) through
Peter Ung (1957) was but one way of
looking.
The street scenes of homeless and the
wayward lifestyles offer a beauty of their
own, and the more regal Bergen lion and
elegant dancing nude place the visitor in a
transcendent state of mind. I found something
for all seasons and tastes in these half dozen
expressions of life. Each caption should lead
the reader, as it did this visitor, on a small
journey they never expected to take. It is my
hope that the reader will go discover these and
other wonders that await in the unassuming
street scenes of Bergen and other Norwegian
cities.

A lion guarding the flagpole overlooks small pleasure craft in the harbor.

Ludvig Holberg (1684-1754) statue overlooks the harbor and fish market in Bergen’s city center.

All photos: Anita Alan

Kindly Madam Felle still serves up beers and
pleasures of the flesh to wayward sailors.

Snorre Sturlason (1179-1241), a Gustav Vigeland
sculpture, stands next to the Bryggen Museum.

Dancing between hotels, Bryggen and St.

Ingen er bare det du set, No one is just what you
see, a sculpture by Kirkens Bymisjon.

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NOVEMBER 13, 2009
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Roots and Connections
Norwegian American Weekly

Photo of the Week

NORGES KONGEHUS
FRA 1905
av Sölvi Dolland

Photo courtesy of Torild Homstad.

A picture from the Independence Day Celebration at the U.S. Ambassador’s Residence.
Frankie Heller, St. Olaf student, summer intern at the U.S. Embassy in Oslo, and Prof.
Margaret Hayford O’Leary, St. Olaf College. She is Prof. of Norwegian at St. Olaf and is
teaching at the International Summer School at the University of Oslo this summer.

What did you pay for that?

$2.94 USD

is the sale price for
a kilogram of apples
in Norway.

$.75

USD

is the median price for
one apple in the U.S.

The NAME Game
NOVEMBER 13: Kirsten, Kirsti

Ole and
Lena
Ole was hiking in the mountains
of Norway when he slipped on a
wet rock and fell over the edge of a
500-foot cliff. He had fallen twenty
feet when he got hold of a bush that
was growing out of a rock. There
he was dangling, looking down at
the deep fjord down below—it was
certain death. His hands started to
perspire and he called out, “Is there
anybody up there to help me?”
Then he heard a reassuring,
deep voice ringing out, “I’m here,
Ole. The Lord. Have faith. Let go
of that bush and I will save you.”
Ole looked down, looked up,
and said, “Is there anyone else up
there?”

Did you know?

Random facts about Norway
A bunad is a traditional Norwegian
costume, typically of rural origin.
Bunads are local to Norway’s traditional
districts, and the result both of traditional
evolution and organized efforts to
discover and modernize traditional
designs. The designs are typically
elaborate, with embroidery, scarves,
shawls and hand-made silver or gold
jewelery.

Answer key for Nov. 6
NETT-NØTT 5
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Kirsten, is a Danish version of Kristen,
which is the oldest Norwegian version of
Kristina, from the Latin Christianus-kristen/
christian.
A number of alternative versions have
developed through the centuries; Kirsti,
Kjersti, Kjerstin (Swedish), Kristina,
Kristine.

NOVEMBER
Freddy

14:

Fredrik,

Fred,

The name originally comes from the Old
German fridu—fred/peace and rih-hersker,
mektig/ruler, mighty. Fred and Freddy are
English abbreviated versions.

NOVEMBER 15: Oddvar, Oddfrid

Oddvar is made up of oddr, spiss på
våpen/point of a weapon and varr from the
verb verja—verge, beskyttelse/to defend,
protect, shelter.

NOVEMBER 16: Edgar, Edmund

Edgar is of English origin and stems
from the Old English eas—rikdom/wealth and
gar—gpyd/spear, javelin. The corresponding
Old Norse name is Augeir. Edmund also
comes from the Old English ead and mund—
beskyttelse, vern/protection, defense. The
corresponding Old Norse name is Audmund.

NOVEMBER 17: Unfortunately we do
not have records for Nov. 17.

NOVEMBER 18: Magne, Magny,

Magne is an Old Norse name deriving
from megin—makt, kraft, styrke/might,
power, strength. In Old Norse mythology
Magne was one of Tor’s sons.
The feminine name is Magni is an
abbreviated version of Magnhild, also of Old
Norse origin. Magn means styrke/strength
and hildr—strid/battle. According to legend
Hild was the dauther of King Hogne.

NOVEMBER 19: Elisabet, Lisbet

Origin of the name is the Hebrew
Elisjeba, the meaning of which is uncertain.
It is cited in Luke 1:5 and there are various
interpretations: Min Gud er min oppresning/
min Gud har gitt løfte/ My God has promised;
hun som ærer Gud/ She who honors God.
The name has been in use in Norway
since the 14th century. Abbreviated versions
include: Elisa, Elise, Lis, Lisa, Lisbet.
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of

Just a minute

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Solveig Thorsen Lassen
August 17, 1915 - August 8, 2009

Solveig Thorsen Lassen, born in
Stavanger, Norway, Aug. 17, 1915, died on
Aug. 8 in Reston, Va.
When World War II broke out in Norway,
Solveig reported for duty at Camp Little
Norway in Toronto, Canada, where she met
her husband to be, Johan Lassen, a physician
in the Norwegian Air Force. They had three
children, Liv, Svein and Thor, who in turn
had six children.

After living in Norway for a few years
after the war, the family moved to the United
States and settled in the Williamsburg, Va.
area, and later in Newport News, Va. In
her later years Solveig lived in Northern
Virginia.
She was an active woman, a member of
several Norwegian clubs and organizations
wherever she lived. At 82, she traveled to
Telemark on a Norwegian Folk Art Study
Tour arranged by the Vesterheim Museum,
where she learned rosemaling. One hobby
was tapestry weaving, and as late as 2008 she
demonstrated her skill at a Sons of Norway
meeting.
Her husband Johan and her son Svein
preceded her in death. Fred være med hennes
minne!

Encouraging columns by the late Pastor Per W. Larsen, brought back to life
after being previously printed in the Norway Times.

Slow Me Down Lord!
Slow me down Lord, slow me down
for I’m running and scheming nad trying
to prove that I’m a “little somebody” who
can get matters to move. Help me Lord to
recognize my sin and unworthiness so I can
appreciate your grace and forgiveness.
Help me to accept my humanness so
I can appreciate your divinity. Help me to
find my place by your feet like Mary, not as
a sanctimonious person but like a sinner in
need. Give me the guts to let something be
undone and unfinished because that’s the
price I have to pay for “the better deal.”
Slow me down so I can see the
subtleties of life, your Fatherly smile, your
compassion and grace...Slow me down so

I can see the smiles of the people around
me... smell the fragrance of a rose and the
warmth from a friend’s heart.
When I aim for the stars, help me be
grateful if I only reach the rooftop. Help
me to say NO to things that cause me to
lose my “cool” and inner peace. Help me
to accept the sorrows and the imperfections
of my life and to take one day at a time.
Slow me down Lord. (Philippians 4:4-7;
Matthew 6:25-34)

Arild Mikko Funderud • 1958 - 2009

Arild Mikko Funderud, born in Østfold,
Norway in 1958 to parents Sanni Irene
and Odd Henry Funderud, died Oct. 1 in
Wilmington, N.C.
Arild and his family had lived in
Williamsburg,Va. until recently, where he

was a contractor with Ryson International.
He loved working with his hands, and he
made many artistic creations in wrought
iron, his favorite medium.
He was a member of the Williamsburg
Chapter of the Norse Federation where
they will miss his smile, kind words and
enthusiasm for Norway.
His wife Judith (Judy) of 21 years,
children Anett and Phillip, and two sisters
and two brothers in Norway survive him.
His parents and brother Øyvind preceded
him in death.
In honor of Arild, his many friends, and
family from Norway attended a memorial
service and reception in Williamsburg, Va.
Fred være med hans minne!

Evelyn Kapple • 1916 - 2009

Evelyn was born in Seattle in 1916 to
Ingeborg and Edward. She died peacefully
at her home on Oct. 8. She started grade
school speaking only Norwegian and went
on to attend Broadway High School and
graduate from Garfield. She attended the
University of Washington for a short time

during the Depression, and joined the work
force before and during World War II. She
was a pioneer in the blossoming skiing sport
at age seven using skis made by her father.
Through skiing, she met her future husband,
Jack Kappler. During the war, Evelyn worked
for the Boeing Company with a group that
became life-long friends and Jack joined the
mountain troops teaching skiing, climbing,
and winter survival to Allied troops. In 1946
Evelyn married Jack and they lived in Seattle,
then Bellevue and then returned to Seattle in
the Magnolia community of Lawton Wood.
They had three sons. Evelyn was a member
of the Penguin Ski Club at Stevens Pass and
the Ancient Skiers organization. She was
an avid gardener and supported charitable
organizations focused on helping victims of
cerebral palsy.

ADVERTISE IN THE WEEKLY!
Contact:
Jake Moe in Seattle at 1(800)305-0217 email: j.moe@norway.com OR
Berit Hessen in New York at (914)337-4737 email:b.hessen@norway.com

Kong olav v’s KirKe

sjømannskirken
The Norwegian Church in New York

317 East 52nd Street
(Betw. 1st & 2nd Aves.) New York, NY 10022
1-212-319-0370 • newyork@sjomannskirken.no
Åpningstider: man - tors: 12-19, fre - søn: 12-17

w w w. k j E r k A . c o m

gudsTjenesTer
gudstjeneste & søndagsskole: Hver sønd. kl. 11
m/kirkekaffe i etterkant. Søndagsskole parallelt m/gudstjenestene
Familiegudstjeneste: Hver første sønd.i måneden holder vi familiegudstjeneste kl. 14 og aktiviteter for barna fra kl. 13
Washington dC: 2. sønd. i måneden kl. 15 (sept.- juni)
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 7730 Bradley Blvd, Bethesda, MD
PhiladelPhia: 3. søndag i måneden kl. 16 (feb-april / oktdes) “Gloria Dei”-Old Swedes Church, Delaware Ave / Christian St.
What’s Happening

Varm lunsjsuPPe: 25. november kl. 12-14, kun $10
risgrøt-serVering: Hver lørdag kl. 13-16: Donasjon $5
småbarnstreFF: 26. nov. og 10. desember fra kl. 10.30
ung i neW York: 17. november. og 1. desember kl. 18.00
julebasar / Christmas Fair: Nov. 19-21 (opening
at noon until 8pm, last day until 6pm). Norwegian handicrafts,
woodcrafts, nisser, knitwear, jewlery, fashion items, decorations,
ornaments, table clothes and much more. Great Raffle prizes and
large selection of Norwegian food. Cafeteria with Smorgasbord
ConCert With dalen and troelsen: The Norwegian-born singer Sonja Dalen and pianist Walter Troelsen in
concert on Nov. 20 at 1 pm in connection with the Christmas Fair
julelunCh: 9. desember serverer en velsmakende,
tradisjonell norsk julelunch. 2 bordsetninger: kl. 12.00 til 13:30
eller fra kl. 13.30 - 15.00. Pris: $ 35. Forhåndsreservering.

Trygve Lie gaLLery

&

ingun dahlin, Ceramic
elin halvorsen, Art Quilt
On display thru Jan. 4, 2010. Open to the public, Admission free
WWW.trYgVeliegallerY.Com
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Impressions of Norw...
(…continued from page 1)

architecture firm Snøhetta, and Chef Gunnar
Hvarnes from Larvik also presented their
specialties at the event. Hvarnes, who
currently works at the Culinary Institute
of Norway (Gastronomisk Institutt) in
Stavanger, was a member of the Norwegian
Culinary Team that won gold in the world’s
leading culinary competition Le Bocuse
d’Or in Lyon, France earlier this year.
“Norway is a young nation. Before the
World War II, most Norwegians were more
or less peasants and fishermen...but then we
found oil. The rest is history. Some call it a
petroleum fairy tale. I call it pure luck,” said
a smiling Kolstad. “Besides discovering oil,
we were lucky enough to have smart men
and women invest and develop our culture;
Norway’s greatest treasure of all,” stated
Kolstad, who then performed music by
Norway’s greatest composer Edvard Grieg.
Kolstad first played one of his own
solo pieces for piano, then he performed the
Grieg piano-trio together with two of Café
de Concert’s newest members in New York:
Gabrielle Fink (violin) and Leat Sabbah
(cello). At the end of the event Filip Pogadi
(violin) and Colin Brooks (viola) joined forces
with Gabrielle and Leat and gave a superb
performance of Grieg’s first movement from
his string quartet in G minor.
Kristin Dahle, Regional Director of
Innovation Norway Americas, humored

Arts and Entertainment
the guests by saying: “We Norwegians are
brought up quite strict. We are not supposed
to brag nor show too many feelings. A good
example is the Norwegian husband that loved
his wife so much that he almost told her. This
is about to change, and that is why we have
invited you here today. To brag and to show
you some real Norwegian passion.”
Innovation Norway’s main objectives
are to help Norwegian industry be established
in the United States and to promote Norway
as a tourist destination.
In addition to professionals from the
media, fashion world, film, art and the music
industry, travel representatives from Norway
were also in attendance.
While in New York, the visiting
Norwegians also took part in an event
arranged by the Nordic Tourist offices
in Manhattan. At this special event as
many as 300 tourism professionals had
the opportunity to meet one-on-one with
tour operators from the United States and
Canada. The representatives from Norway
also attended a festive evening arranged in
collaboration with National Geographic,
that recently featured beautiful Norway on
its front cover. The Fjords of Norway were
awarded the world’s best destination to visit
by National Geographic Magazine, ahead of
133 other destinations.

Images courtesy of Kristiansand New York.

Founders of “Kristiansand New York” Britt Hovde Ross (right) and Elisabeth Steen.

Britt and Elisabeth decided to use the popular Norwegian model Marius Kjelsrud, also from
Kristiansand, in their ad campaign.

Kristiansand Meets...
(…continued from page 1)

Photos: Berit Hessen

Tone Brunner (second from left) from Innovation Norway, Chef Gunnar Hvarnes (sitting) and Aksel
Kolstad together with the servers for the evening dressed in Moods of Norway.

Music by Grieg performed by Gabrielle Fink (violin) and Leat Sabbah (cello) and Aksel Kolstad at
the piano.
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the first time in Manhattan through mutual
friends at a chic Soho store opening.
With Elisabeth’s background in
cosmetics and fragrance marketing, and
Britt’s childhood dream, the two friends set
out on a mission. Britt has always dreamed
of making her own fragrance.
“Even as a little girl I stole rose petals
from my mom’s rose bushes, to try to make
my own perfume,” chuckles Britt.
The two Norwegians decided to work
with Drom Fragrances’ perfumer Pierre
Constantin-Gueros, who created the cologne
with careful detail in his Tribeca studio.
“It was clear to me that this fragrance
needs to reflect the fascinating contradiction
that Kristiansand New York stands for,” says
Pierre. “Kristiansand New York embodies the
modern, cosmopolitan and fashion-forward
New York lifestyle while paying tribute to
the founders’ native Norway, a rather quiet
place with a lifestyle much closer to nature.
“The same way New Yorkers long for
the peace of the ocean and countryside,
Norwegians long for the excitement of the
city,” says the renowned perfumer. Pierre
points out that both places are equally
fascinating.
In the creation of Kristiansand New
York, elements were added to represent the
elegant New York side. These include chic
musks, expensive amber and sophisticated
powdery notes. These collide with a wild side
that embodies the natural impact of Norway.
Masculine woods are spiced up with raw
pepper and topped by crisp green notes and
clary sage. Kristiansand New York is classy
meets wild. In this unique cologne, nature
meets style, and the result is a sexy woodyambery definition of masculinity.

“We decided to make a men’s fragrance,
because there were few on the market
we really loved, and we wanted to create
something that would appeal to young as
well as the more mature consumer,” explains
Elisabeth, whose father is one of the leading
pianists in Norway, Einar Steen Nøkleberg.
They even picked one of Norway’s hottest
male models, Marius Kjelsrund, to enhance
the product. Yes, you guessed it, he is also
from Kristiansand.
Britt and Elisabeth gather inspiration
from the two cities they love the most!
And what better way to create a fragrance
than combining inspirations from both.
They also add that their parents, as well as
grandparents, and their zest for life, gave
them the foundation, determination and
drive to follow their dreams!
When asked what challenges they meet
in their business, Britt says: “I think we face
a lot of the same challenges many start up
companies do. It’s challenging to create
brand awareness, get solid publicity, to find
financial backing and to get our product out
in a competitive market.”
Recently Kristiansand New York
was nominated for the CEW (Cosmetic
Excecutive Women) Award for Best Men’s
Scent Category. Their goal is to make the
brand a world-renowned quality luxury
fragrance. They also hope to create additional
lines, and of course a women’s fragrance to
complement their label.
When Norwegian American Weekly
asked Britt and Elisabeth if they miss Norway
and Kristiansand, they quickly replied: “Yes,
every single day! This is one of the main
reasons we decided to name our product
Kristiansand.” They strongly believe that
a part of their homeland is in every single
bottle created.

Maine Nordmenn

In Your Neighborhood
13
Julefest Berit and Per Brevig celebrate 50 years

An old fashioned celebration, full of tradition

Eleanor Froiland Andrews
Topsham, Maine

If you can’t spend Christmas in Norway,
the next best place is Maine. The fragrance
of balsam fir fills the air, Christmas lights
sparkle from lighthouses, trees, and homes,
sleigh bells ring, carolers sing, and in seaside
villages, Santa Claus arrives on a lobster
boat.
In keeping with the season, Maine
Nordmenn hold their annual Julefest early
in December. Since the organization began
in 2003, the lodge has gathered to celebrate,
most recently at the Sky-Hy Convention
Center in Topsham, Maine. This rustic
lodge, once a center for downhill and crosscountry skiing, has a spacious hall with
a large open stone fireplace and beautiful
views of the surrounding hills. In front of a
roaring fire, a Christmas tree stands decorated
with Norwegian ornaments made by lodge
members at a regular monthly meeting.
Shortly before noon, members and guests
arrive from as far away as Connecticut and
New York City carrying delicacies for the
Julebord and treasures for the Silent Auction.
Soon the tables on one side of the hall are
filled with interesting items for sale. Guests
have a chance to get acquainted as they
browse and place their bids on items for last
minute Christmas gifts. They hope their bid
will be the lucky one, but since all proceeds
from the auction go to the lodge, everyone
is a winner.
Meanwhile, on the other side of the
hall, ladies in bunads and men in Norwegian
sweaters prepare a Julebord of smørbrød,
shrimp, smoked salmon, anchovies, sliced
eggs, homemade breads, gjetøst, Jarlsberg
cheese, Swedish meatballs, pickled herring,
salads, julebrød, and lefse. Children in their
holiday finery wait anxiously for the call to
dinner. Before helping themselves, guests
join in the table prayer, “I Jesu Navn,”
and while they are eating, Warren Johnson
provides dinner music on his accordion,
including Norwegian favorites such as “Hils

Kai Eide proclaims...

(…continued from page 1)

killed five UN staff members and injured
several others.
“Effective immediately, the United
Nations is taking additional steps to reduce
risks to its national and international staff
serving in Afghanistan. This is in light of
the Oct. 28 attack against U.N. staff in
Kabul as well as further ongoing threats,”
the U.N. Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) said in a statement.
“Although details of the new measures
can not be made public, it is expected that
they will involve short-term relocations for
some staff while additional security is being
put in place,” the statement added.
The Taliban claimed responsibility for
the attack on the guesthouse in Kabul, where
34 U.N. staffers were staying.
Some 600 out of the roughly 1,100
international U.N. staff in Afghanistan will
be temporarily relocated, either to safer
locations within the country or outside the
country. The U.N. has around 6,000 people
working across the country in total.
“We are not talking about pulling out
and we are not talking about evacuation,”
Kai Eide, the Secretary-General’s Special
Representative and head of UNAMA, told

fra meg der hjemme,” “Johan på Snippen,”
and “Jeg er så glad hver julekveld.”
Hidden in a back room is a separate
table full of desserts so delectable that they
can’t be unveiled until after the main course
to prevent kids of all ages from spoiling their
dinner. The guests are filled with delight
when the table is brought into the room laden
with krumkake, sandbakkels, kransekake,
fattigmann, rømmegrøt, and risengrøt with
the traditional hidden almond. The lucky
person who discovers it wins a marzipan
pig.
Dessert is followed by Scandinavian
folk dancing lessons for anyone who wants
to join in or for those who want to work
off their dinner. The afternoon continues
with a delightful St. Lucia procession, the
Pepperkaker Boy handing out spicy cookies,
and the arrival of Julenissen with gifts for the
children. Results of the Silent Auction are
announced and happy winners claim their
treasures. As the Julefest comes to a close,
guests gather around the giant Christmas tree,
form rings, hold hands, and dance around
the tree singing “O Jul Med Din Glede” and
other festive songs. Finally, guests toast each
other with Akavit, wish everyone “Gledelig
jul og Godt nytt år,” and head home in the
crisp Maine air aglow with Christmas cheer.

reporters in Kabul.
“We’re simply doing what we have to,
following the tragic event last week to look
after our workers in a difficult moment while
ensuring that our operations in Afghanistan
can continue.”
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon pledged
that the attack will not deter the world body
from its mission to help the Afghan people
build a better future.
“We stand by the people of Afghanistan
today, and we will do so tomorrow,” The
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon rejected
any notion that the United Nations is leaving
Afghanistan, amid reports that the world
body is pulling out of the country following
the announcement that it will temporarily
relocate some of its staff owing to security
concerns.
“Let me be crystal clear: we are not
evacuating. We will not, cannot and must not
be deterred. Our work will continue,” Mr.
Ban told reporters after briefing the Security
Council in a closed-door meeting about the
situation in Afghanistan.
The Secretary-General, who visited
Kabul on recently in a show of solidarity,
stated that no critical staff will be moved,
and that the U.N.’s work on humanitarian
and development needs will continue as
before.

A special wedding anniversary presents the
opportunity to honor a couple who has not only been
successful in marriage, but also in their careers and
service to the Norwegian- American community

Photos: Donald V. Mehus

Left: Per and Berit Brevig smile aboard the New York yacht as they set sail on a Hudson River cruise
in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary. Right: A few of the guests at the celebration included
noted composer and music critic Paul Turok (far right), across the table (l-r) is Paul’s wife Susan, Ann
Schein, international concert pianist; and longtime violinst with the Julliard Quartet, Earl Carlyss.

Donald V. Mehus
New York, N.Y.

The
distinguished
NorwegianAmerican couple, Berit and Per Brevig,
both recipients of the prestigious Medal
of St.Olav, recently celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in grand gala style.
Some sixty guests—family and friends from
Norway and America —joined the Brevigs
for a festive, evening-long excursion on the
Hudson River, with the glittering lights of
New York forming the backdrop.          
On a balmy autumn night with a full
moon shining, the party visited and skaaled,
dined and danced as the yacht sailed by the
soaring skyscrapers of Lower Manhattan,
passed the majestic Statue of Liberty,
proceeded to the century-old Brooklyn
Bridge.  
An accomplished couple         
Per was awarded the Medal of St.
Olaf some twenty years ago and Berit
just recently in 2008, each for their own
distinctive contributions on behalf of
the renown of Norway and of matters
“I was able to see for myself that the
determination and commitment of our
staff in Afghanistan remains strong,” he
stated, while adding that colleagues there
will have to manage, temporarily, with less
administrative support.
While in Kabul, the Secretary-General
also met with President Hamid Karzai and
former presidential candidate Abdullah
Abdullah. Both Mr. Ban and his Special
Representative, Kai Eide, have emphasized
the need for the formation of new
Government that is composed of competent,
reform-oriented personalities that can move
the country forward, he said.
UNAMA reiterated that the world
body is fully committed to helping all of
Afghanistan’s people, as it has been for more
than half a century, and stated that every
effort will be made to minimize disruption to
its activities while additional security steps
are being taken.
“We cannot and will not be deterred,”
he emphasized.
Mr. Ban paid tribute to the victims of
the attack, saying that “those who gave their
lives... came to Afghanistan armed not with
guns or bullets. They came with a more
powerful weapon – hope. Hope for a better
day for Afghanistan and a commitment to
help its people build a better world and a

Norwegian in the United States. Some 20
years ago the two together were founders
of the Edvard Grieg Society, Inc. of New
York.
During the past twenty years Per has
been conducting many concerts and some
20 operatic performances in New York,
as well as in various parts of America
and Europe, including his native home
of Norway. One particularly memorable
performance of his was leading Mozart’s
scintillating comic masterpiece, “Cosi fan
tutte.”         
While Per was engaged in his multifaceted career, Berit was similarly active
as well in arranging with him the myriad
aspects of Grieg Society evenings. They
make a great team! Simultanously, for some
25 years Berit served with distinction as a
staff member of the Norwegian Consulate
General, located in mid-Manhattan, and in
the last 20 years served as music consultant
of this Norwegian office.          
With such a vast program of Norwegian
cultural events presented over the years
under the auspices of Berit and Per Brevig,
it is no wonder that each of these two
luminaries were so royally honored by being
better future.
“We will not be deterred from this noble
mission. We stand by the people ofAfghanistan
today, and we will do so tomorrow,” he added.

The Samrisk program...
(…continued from page 3)

we will end up with better contact between
the research communities that work with
societal security in Norway,” says Professor
Bing. “But we will also have achieved a
great deal in the form of cooperation with
colleagues in the Nordic region and in other
countries. That has been an important aim
for us throughout.”

Professor Jon Bing
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Norwegian Heritage

Norwegian-American legacy: Anna Byberg
born in 1871; Aaron born in 1873; Sophie,
born in 1875 and Julius, born in 1877.
(Sophie is my grandmother)
Lars Kristopherson died in 1878 of
scarlet fever along with Ludvig and Julius,
leaving her a widow. A local farmer named
Hans Goulson, who was 11 years younger
than she, proposed marriage and agreed to
take care of her children, so she accepted
under one condition, that he build her a
house. So Hans built her a house the same
size as the dug out, 20 feet by 15 feet with
a loft. Here she had seven more children.
Gustaf, born in 1879; Carl, born in 1881;
Clara, born in 1884; Julia, born in 1886;
Oscar, born in 1888; Thomas, born in 1891;
and Henry, born in 1894. She was pregnant
or nursing for 27 years. She died at age 71
after having cataract surgery in Minneapolis.
She out lived both of her husbands, as Lars
died at age 31 and Hans died at age 51. She
was a strong woman and an example of what
the early pioneers had to endure.

David Moe

Juneau, Alaska

Anna Byberg was born in 1845 in Byneset,
Norway on the outskirts of Trondheim. She
immigrated to North America along with her
sister and brother, Emma and Ole Byberg, on
the Bark sailing ship called “Franklin” at the
age of 21.They were at sea for 71 days and
landed in Quebec, Canada on April 30,1866.
She left Quebec (no one knows where Emma
and Ole went) and traveled to LaCrosse,
Wis., where she got a job working as a maid
on the Kristopherson farm near LaCrosse.
She fell in love with the farmer’s son, Lars
,and after they were married they took the
Great Northern railroad train as far West as it
could go at the time, and got off at Benson,
Minnesota.
They went a few miles out of Benson
and established their home by digging a dugout along a river bank that was 20 feet by 15
feet, lived in it for 10 years, where she had
five children. Ludvig, born in 1869; Lena

On vacation from June 28th to August 4th!

“A Taste of Norway in the Heart of Brooklyn!”

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
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www.nordicdeli.com
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Book Your Christmas Trip To Norway Today!
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7906 Fifth Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free: (800) 822-5838 • Fax: (718) 238-3604
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316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com
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100 years of life
The first Centennial Man
at the Scandinavian
Living Center about to
celebrate big milestone
Special Release
Leif William Hansen was born in Oslo,
Norway, on Dec. 28, 1909, and currently
lives at the Scandinavian Living Center
in West Newton, Mass. When he was
approximately two years old, his parents
immigrated to Boston and left him in Oslo
in the care of his paternal grandparents,
Johannes and Henrietta Hansen. When
his paternal grandfather died after a few
years, he then went to live with his maternal
grandmother, Augusta Strandberg, whom
he credits with raising him. His maternal
grandfather died before Leif was born
and Leif remembers being responsible to
keep the flowers on his grave watered. He
completed the usual seven years of school
in Oslo and was confirmed in the Sagne
Kjerke Lutheran Church. He had different
jobs after his school days, one was with a
paper company. He remembers many fun
times ice skating on the Akerselven around
Oslo and continued to do so in Boston with
the ice skates he brought with him from
Norway.
At the age of 17, he and his cousin and
good friend Gunnar Andresen decided to
travel to the United States and came across
the Atlantic aboard the S.S. Stanvengefjord.
They separated in New York where the
cousin traveled on to his sister and family
in Chicago and Leif to Boston to live with
his parents in Cambridge, Mass. Gunnar
returned to Norway before too long and
passed away at a young age.
Leif remembers arriving from New York
at the South Station in Boston and seeing his
father, a man he did not remember. By that
time, his mother and father had five other
children, three sisters and two brothers, all
born in the United States, none of whom
Leif had ever seen. Another sister was born
two years later. Their names were Ethel,
born 1916, Esther, born 1918, Harry, born
1920, Hazel, born 1922, John, born 1925
and Lillian, born 1929. Harry joined the
Marines and was killed at Guadalcanal in
the Pacific during World War II. All siblings
except his brother John have passed away of
other causes. John joined the Army in May
1943, about the same time as Leif joined
the Seabees. John fought in the European
theater in World War II and now lives in
California.
While Leif lived with his parents for
four years, he worked in various machine
shops, one of them being Andersen Machine
Shop, where many immigrants worked for
low pay, and then moved out on his own to
live with the George and Segried Lorentz,
who remained close friends until they passed
away. He still has one brother, John, living
in California and many nieces and nephews.
Two nephews, sons of his sister Esther, live
in Massachusetts, John Casserly of West
Newton and Stanley Lucas, of Sagamore,
Mass. His nephew and wife, Ivar and Donna
Larson, Virginia’s brother’s son, live in
Colorado and Leif’s sister-in-law, Ingegerd,
from Lancaster, Pa., visit Leif every few
months stay close in spirit.
He also had an uncle, Ludwig
Strandberg, in the area, and became very
close to him. “Uncle Louis” was the

founder of the Norwegian Glee Club and
Leif became a charter member and sang
baritone for over 70 years. He was active in
the group until they disbanded in 1997. Leif
is still a member of the Sons of Norway.
In 1935, friends introduced him to a
young woman, Virginia Larson. Virginia
was born in Alfta, Sweden, but had lived
in the Boston area since she arrived from
Sweden with her sister, Pauline, in 1930.
She worked in several homes of wealthy
people in the Boston-Brookline area. On
Sept. 26, 1936, they were married after
Virginia returned from a trip to Sweden with
her sister, Pauline, and brother, Maurice.
The sisters also brought their youngest sister,
Ingegerd, then six years old, back with them
to Hartford, Conn., and she was raised by
Virginia’s sister and her husband.
After Leif and Virginia were married,
he worked at the Watertown Arsenal, a large
company that made and repaired important
supplies and artillery during World War II.
In August 1943 he joined the Navy Seabees
and earned three stripes as a First Class Petty
Officer, was recommended for Chief Petty
Officer, and earned two bronze battle stars as
part of the 115th Naval Seabee Construction
Battalion. After assignments in the United
States he was sent to New Guinea and then
to the island of Lausanne, Phillipines to
carry on construction work. He remembers
being on the Subic Islands when the atomic
bomb went off in Japan. At the end of the
war, he returned home after being gone two
and a half years and found his sweetheart
waiting for him at the South Station.
Leif and Virginia continued to live
in several apartments until they bought
a Cape Cod house in Cochituate, Mass.,
west of Boston in 1950. Leif returned to
work at the Watertown Arsenal after an
honorable discharge from the Seabees until
his retirement in 1972. He was in the Naval
Reserves for many years. In 1962, they
built a house in Waltham and moved in on
Christmas Eve. Leif lived there 35 years.
In the late 1980s, Virginia developed
macular degeneration and then congestive
heart failure but despite her blindness and
disability, still did much of the housework
until she passed away in October of 2002 at
the age of 95. They had just celebrated their
66th wedding anniversary. Leif continued
to live in his home until January 2008,
when he made the decision to move to the
Scandinavian Living Center in West Newton,
Mass., at the age of 98. He continues to enjoy
their wonderful atmosphere, food, support
and companionship of the staff and residents
at the Center and remains independent in his
apartment.
Leif is known for his exceptional
memory. He can recite birthdays, names and
places that can amaze you. His favorite TV
shows are Wheel of Fortune and Jeopardy
and he enjoys the Boston Globe’s crossword
puzzle each day.
This article was submitted by Terje
Korsnes, Honorary Consul for Norway.
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Events on Norway.com The queen of literature
For more information on these and other events visit us at:
www.norway.com/calendar.asp
Does your organization have an event coming up?
Would you like to have it added to our events calendar?

Sigrun Slapgard, biographer of Sigrid Undset,
delivers her lecture “Sigrid Undset and Her
Writing Compatriots: Voices of Norwegian
Dissent” in Tacoma, Wash. on Nov. 3

Send an email to Christy at christy@norway.com or give us a call at 1(800) 305-0217.

Arizona

Nordic Fair
December 5
Tucson, Ariz.
The event will take place at Streams of
the Desert Lutheran Church, and is cosponsored by the Norse Federation, Sons
of Norway, VASA, the Finnish Club, Danish Club, and individual vendors. Join us
for delicious Nordic foods, baked goods,
and crafts. Folk dancers and and musicians will entertain throughout the day.
For more information, contact Solveig at
palanek@comcast.net.

California

Christmas Bazaar at the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church
November 20-21
San Francisco, Calif.
Enjoy two fun days the bazaar, crafts, food
and more! Doors open at 10 a.m.
Annual Christmas Bazaar at the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church
November 20-22
San Pedro, Calif.
Join in the fun at the church’s biggest
fundraiser of the year, a Christmas bazaar
you won’t want to miss! Call (310) 8326800 for more information.

Florida

Christmas Bazaar at the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church
November 21
Miami, Fla.
Sales of Christmas gifts, Christmas food,
Christmas decorations, lots to choose
from! Café: Sandwiches, wiener sausages, cakes, waffles and coffee, and Willy’s
Christmas Plate! 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Illinios

Julejentenes Christmas Bazaar
November 21
Chicago, Ill.
Get your Christmas shopping done early
at the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial
Church Christmas bazaar. The event will
also include a lot of delicious food! From
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Minnesota

Nordic American
Thanksgiving Breakfast
November 24
Bloomington, Minn.
Seating begins at 6:45 a.m., and the program commences at 7 a.m. Tickets are $18
per person or $180 per 10-person reserved
table. Students are $14 per person. Reservations are required and are made available through Sons of Norway by contacting Nichole Neuman at (612) 821-4697.
Ticket reservation deadline is Nov. 17.

NEW YORK

Julebasar/Christmas Fair at the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church
November 19-21
New York, N.Y.
Norwegian handicrafts, woodcrafts, niss-

er, knitwear, decorations, and more! Great
raffle prizes and a large selection of Norwegian food. A fun event starting at noon
at Nov. 19.
Alexander Rybak “Fairytale” concert
November 21
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Leo Trachtenberg and Russian-American
Consulting Company present “Fairytale”
by Norwegian Alexander Rybak, winner of the 2009 Eurovision Song Contest! Join the millions of Europeans who
gave their hearts and votes to this magical
prince from a fairy tale. Alexander Rybak
will perform at the New York Millennium
Theatre at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. For more
information and to purchase tickets, visit
www.russianconsulting.com/show.

North Carolina

ScanFest of the Carolinas
November 7
Charlotte, N.C.
The Vikings, ScanDans, Triangle
Spelmanslag, Taste of Scandinavia, Café
Scandinavia, history, culture, crafters and
music will fill Wachovia Atrium in Charlotte’s Uptown this fall. Admission: $5 per
family or $2 per individual. SAGA members admitted free of charge! For more
information, visit www.scandinavianconnection.org.

Ohio

Dr. Wayne Munson lecture on
“friluftsliv”
November 20
Kent, Ohio
Dr. Wayne Munson presents a lecture for
International Education Week at Kent
State University. Come to Moulton Hall
Ballroom, 11:30-1:30 p.m. and learn how
the open air life “friluftsliv” is the foundation of the Norwegian culture and lifestyle. For more information, visit www.
ehhs.kent.edu/ciie/events/international.
ed.week.efm.

WASHINGTON

2009 Yulefest
November 21-22
Seattle, Wash.
The Nordic Heritage Museum invites
you all to begin the holiday season at this
year’s Yulefest 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days.
This Nordic Christmas celebration offers
hundreds of hand-crafted gifts, a jubilee
of Scandinavian musical performances,
and traditional Nordic cuisine that will
certainly inspire holiday cheer.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Giant Model Train Launch and Toys
for Tots Kick-Off
November 24
Union Station, Washington, D.C.
Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen will
be present at the start of the Norwegian
model train at Union Station which also
marks the regional kick-off for the 2009
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots
campaign. 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Christy Olsen Field
Copy Editor

Nobel prize laureate and arguably
Norway’s most famous female writer
Sigrid Undset (1882-1949) is an icon in
Scandinavian literature. Her epic modernist
trilogy “Kristin Lavransdatter” earned her
the Nobel Prize for literature in 1928, and her
other fictional works are highly acclaimed.
However, Undset’s legacy extends beyond
the realm of literature—she was a tireless
and outspoken voice of dissent against
fascism and the Nazi movement during the
World War II era.
Sigrun
Slapgard,
international
reporter
and
biographer,
published
“Dikterdronningen: En biografi om Sigrid
Undset” (The Queen of Literature: A
biography of Sigrid Undset) in 2007. As an
experienced reporter for NRK (Norwegian
Broadcasting Company) and author of three
biographies, Slapgard was chosen as the guest
lecturer for Pacific Lutheran University’s
annual Bjug Harstad Endowed Memorial
Lecture in Tacoma, Wash. She brought her
perspective as a female journalist and writer
to focus on Norwegian women’s voices of
opposition, particularly on Sigrid Undset,
whom Slapgard called the “literary lioness
of the world.”
Slapgard spent time to discuss the 20th
century life of Sigrid Undset, who is wellknown for her fiction set in the Middle Ages.
Undset’s dreams of a university education
were dashed when her father died, and she
became a secretary at 16 for a Germanowned engineering company in Kristiania
(now Oslo) and wrote in her free time. She
despised secretarial work, and spent her free
time writing. The success of her first three
novels allowed her to quit her job and write

full time. At this time, Undset met Anders
Castus Svarstad, a married Norwegian
painter. The two eventually married, but
the marriage fell apart and Undset left
her husband with her two children while
expecting her third.
Sigrid Undset’s advocacy for women’s
liberation made her unpopular in certain
circles. Standing at six feet tall, Undset’s
commanding presence made quite an impact,
especially the male-dominated Norwegian
Writers Union (which she later chaired). Her
outspoken voice against the Nazi regime
made her unpopular in Germany, where
her books were banned and subject to book
burnings.
In April 1940, Undset fled Norway to
escape the growing threat of the Nazi regime.
During the time period of World War II, she
traveled around the United States, becoming
a sought-after speaker. She was also enlisted
by Eleanor Roosevelt, and worked on secret
operations to save the Jews of Europe.
Slapgard noted that Undset used her position
as a Nobel laureate to guilt Sweden into
granting travel documents to 700 Hungarian
Jewish women and children.
Sigrid Undset was a free spirit of the
North, and worked hard to be an advocate for
those without a voice. Slapgard emphasized
that Undset paid a very high price for her
dissent—she never wrote another novel
before her death in 1945. However, she
fought for the truth, and left a powerful
legacy in Norwegian history.
Slapgard’s thorough research and access
to previously confidential documents makes
her a leading authority on Sigrid Undset,
and her book “Dikterdronningen” adds
new depth to Sigrid Undset, the lioness of
Norwegian literature.
For more information about “Sigrid
Undset: Dikterdronningen,” visit www.
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Your Travel Partner to Paradise
Conde Nast Traveler Magazine considers

TOR JENSEN OF JENSEN WORLD TRAVEL the Top Travel Specialist
for Scandinavia, in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 & 2009
Travel and Leisure Magazine has awarded Tor the same honor for 2009!

Let us help you plan your ideal Vacation in 2010, to Norway and the rest of the Nordic
Countries.We will make your trip truly unique! Our specialty includes individual private and
group tours to Norway and the Nordic Countries - including Greenland, Iceland,The Faroe
Islands, Finland, Russia and the Baltics. Hurtigruten (Norwegian Coastal Voyage) – West
Coast - The Fjords to the North Cape.“Norway in a Nut Shell” Classic Scandinavia, stay
at Historic Castles and Inns. DFDS Seaways mini cruises Oslo - Copenhagen.Telemark,
Adventure Travel, sea kayaking and skiing. Fishing and boating in the Lofoten Islands.
We always have the lowest fares on SAS and Iceland Air!
Call for best prices starting in both directions.
Call us for details and any special requirements you may have.
Toll free: 1 800 T-JENSEN (1 800 853 6736)

www.jensenworldtravel.com email: Tor@jensenworldtravel.com

111 9th Street
Wilmette, IL 60091
Fax 1 847 256-5563

There’s no place like

Norse Home . . .

A neighborhood landmark built to serve the community.

a retirement community with heart!
Norse Home offers spectacular views of the Olympic Mountains,
Puget Sound and overlooks Ballard and the Woodland Park Zoo.
Enjoy a warm drink in the Bistro with your friends, take advantage of
carefree living, and be served by a caring and committed staff.
Call today for a tour and lunch will be on us! (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.com • 5311 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

