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This week in the paper

This week on Norway.com

Knut Hansun film
series and lectures
in New York City

Hvordan kan vi engentlig vite, om ikke Jorden er
en annen planets helvete?

- Anthony Huxley

Read more at www.norway.com

Celebrated chef
cooks for charity
clients
Read more
on page 8
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Online News
Dateline Oslo
Kai Eide: Abdullah’s
withdrawal regrettable

The U.N. special envoy to Afghanistan, Kai Eide, lamented

on Sunday the decision of Afghan presidential candidate
Abdullah to withdraw from

the run-off election. “It is regrettable that he has come to
this decision,” Kai Eide told

the NTB news agency in Oslo.
(United Nations)

Oslo sees return of
foreign prostitutes

A recent rise in foreign pros-

titution has brought the levels

back to those last seen prior to
the Norwegian government’s

implementation of a ban on
purchasing sexual services.
The public broadcaster NRK

has revealed that statistics
compiled by the Oslo Pro Cen-

ter show that prostitution figures in Oslo are now compara-
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Swine flu update: 15 die in Norway
On Nov. 1, the swine
flu claimed another
life in Norway, a
16-year-old girl from
Hedmark
Special Report

Norwegian American Weekly Staff

The 16-year-old girl was
a student at Solør High School
in Valer. The news of her death
was received with sorrow on the
morning of Nov. 1.
“It was unexpected that it
would take a serious turn as it
has done. We are going to have a
memorial service for all students
and employees. The parish priest is
invited,” principal Eyvind Haarr of
CONTINUES PAGE 13
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As of Nov. 2, Norway has vaccinated 300,000. Those under 20 are top priority. Of the 300,000 vaccinated, only eight have
complained of adverse side effects.

Lance gets Oslo in a spin

Lance Armstrong literally rode into town in late
August to help raise cancer awareness at the
joint request of Oslo Cancer Cluster, the City of
Oslo and the Norwegian Cancer Charity

ble to those of two years ago.

The ban on sexual service pur-

The Amazon Kindle review
board has created headlines in
Norway, and seems to establish
itself as the preferred option among
readers of e-books. The Consumer
Council is strongly critical of
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Norwegian Consumer
Council critical of Amazon
Kindle privacy policy,
which they say deprives
Norwegian consumers of
their rights
Norwegian Consumer Council

nearly one year. (Ice News)
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The Norwegian Consumer Council
suggests that you read the fine print.

In the footsteps of early
immigrants
A tour through
Brooklyn remembers
the past

Photo: Thomas Barstad Eckhoff

Bjarte Reve, CEO at Oslo Cancer Cluster (left), believes that Lance Armstrong
(right) is an ideal ambassador for cancer research.

Oslo Bio Update
In a whirlwind couple of days
Armstrong fully matched up to
his man of action reputation by
giving an inspirational lecture
for an audience of 1,200 people,

visiting cancer patients at the
Radium Hospital and taking part
in the Oslo Grand Prix against 60
CONTINUES PAGE 8

Berit Hessen

Managing Editor

On Oct. 9, 1825 Cleng Peerson
(the father of the Norwegian
Immigration to America) who
hailed from Tysvær, greeted 52
Norwegians when they arrived
CONTINUES PAGE 13
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Emotions ran high when Dagfinn
Silgjerd found his grandfather’s old
home in Brooklyn.
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Norge - Uken som gikk
Nyheter på Nettet

Rumenere stjeler mer

I år 2000 sto rumenske statsborgere bak
60 vinningsforbrytelser i Norge. Nå har
antallet økt til 1580. Erfaringsmessig
kommer
organiserte
østeuropeiske
grupper til Norge og bedriver omfattende
kriminalitet før de forlater landet.
Deretter er de borte en periode, før de
igjen kommer tilbake og gjenopptar den
kriminelle virksomheten. Det gjør det
vanskelig å drive etterretningsvirksomhet.
(Aftenposten)

Stoppet med 28 katter i bilen

En tyskeren ble stoppet av tollerne på
Svinesund i forrige uke. Han hadde han
28 katter, tre nymfeparakitter og to hunder
i kassebilen. 40-åringen forklarte at han
skulle flytte til Norge med kone og datter.
De hadde med seg et stort antall husdyr,
som de forsøkte å ta med seg ulovlig inn i
Norge. (VG)

Norsk flyplass blant verdens skumleste

Sandane lufthavn Anda i Sogn og
Fjordane havner på lista nettstedet Travel
and Leisure har laget over de mest
skremmende og krevende flystripene.
Sandanes rullebane er bare 800 meter
lang og går på tvers av halvøya mellom
Utfjorden og Gloppefjorden. Det kuperte
terrenget gir også ofte vanskelig flyvær.
Nå skal imidlertid rullebanen utvides med
150 meter. (NTB)

Innbruddstyver satt fast på fjellet

En gjeng utlendinger mistenkt for
hyttetyverier forsøkte å flykte over en
vinterstengt vei i Agder forrige søndag.
Det endte med at bilene satte seg fast i
snøen. En storstilt leteaksjon ble satt i
gang da tre biler forsvant inn den
vinterstengte veien mellom Brokke og
Suleskard. Seks personer ble pågrepet.
(Aftenposten)

Misjonæren Olav Hodne er død

Den norske misjonærhøvdingen Olav
Hodne døde torsdag i forrige uke. Hodne,
som var internasjonalt anerkjent for sitt
misjonsarbeid for Den norske Santalmisjon,
døde brått torsdag, 88 år gammel. Han var
far til organisasjonslederen og forfatteren
Kari Hilde French og bestefar til Joshua
French, som ble dømt til døden for drap
og spionasje i Kongo. Olav Hodne var
kommandør av St. Olavs medaljen og er
tildelt Nansen-medaljen og Røde Kors
Hederstegn. (Vårt Land)

Sjakk: Hammer i storslag i lag-EM

StatoilHydro blir Statoil
Mandag 2. november endret StatoilHydro navn til Statoil ASA. Samtidig
tar Statoil i bruk sin nye visuelle identitet
Ledestjernen representerer selskapets
historie, pionerånd og ambisjonen om å
være ledende i arbeidet med å finne bedre
løsninger for å dekke et økende energibehov
på en ansvarlig måte. Utformingen som
et tredimensjonalt objekt er motivert av
selskapets sterke teknologi-historie og
-strategi. Tester viser at assosiasjonene er
mange, fra innovasjon og dynamikk til
borekrone og vindmøller, noe som står
godt til selskapets virksomhet i dag og i

fremtiden. Fargevalget for den nye logoen
ble magenta, en tydelig farge på den nordiske
kveldshimmelen. Magenta er også en farge
som vil bidra til å gi selskapet en distinkt
identitet og synlighet i det globale markedet.
Den nye profilen skal brukes i alle deler
av konsernet bortsett fra på bensinstasjonene, som beholder sin nåværende Statoillogo. Vurderingen er at denne delen av
konsernets virksomhet konkurrerer godt
på egne premisser med sine behov og
målgrupper, melder Statoil.

Det vil ikke bli endring av tickerkode
ved Oslo Børs (STL) eller NYSE (STO).

Slik ser Statoils nye logo ut

Foto: Statoil

English Synopsis: StatoilHydro ASA has changed its name to Statoil ASA with effect
from Nov. 2. The ticker symbols will remain unchanged as STL on the Oslo Stock Exchange and STO on the New York Stock Exchange.

Norge får gjennomslag for konvensjonsendringer
Fjerner hindringer for internasjonalt
samarbeid om CO2-lagring
Etter forslag fra Norge vedtok partsmøtet i
den internasjonale Londonprotokollen i forrige uke å åpne for at CO2 kan eksporteres
til andre land for lagring i undersjøiske formasjoner, melder Miljøverndepartementet
- Mange land har ikke selv egnede
geologiske formasjoner for lagring av CO2.
Med dette fjernes derfor et viktig hinder for
utviklingen av CO2-fangst og lagring som
klimatiltak på verdensbasis, sier miljø- og
utviklingsminister Erik Solheim.

Londonprotokollen er en global
konvensjon som regulerer disponering
av avfall og annet materiale til havs.
Protokollen har per i dag 37 parter. Et
omfattende rammeverk som sikrer at lagring
av CO2 gjennomføres uten fare for lekkasje
til havmiljøet er tidligere vedtatt i regi av
konvensjonen.
- For havmiljøet vil det være en fordel at
de sikreste lagringsstedene kan anvendes selv

om disse skulle befinne seg i eksempelvis et
naboland, understreker Solheim.
Konvensjonsendringene vil tilrettelegge
for at CO2 fra fangstanlegg i andre
europeiske land kan lagres i blant annet
Utsira-formasjonen i Nordsjøen. De
vedtatte endringene vil tre i kraft når 2/3 av
konvensjonens parter har ratifisert disse.

English Synopsis: Because of suggestions from Norway the “London Convention” (Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter)
has removed its ban on international CO2 storage collaborations.

Norge først med kaffekrav
Norge er det første landet i verden
hvor en kaffeleverandør krever at
deres kunder skal tilberede kaffen på
en godkjent trakter. Norsk Kaffeinformasjon applauderer kravet og håper
flere leverandører følger etter
Coca-Cola
er i ferd med å bli
en betydelig kaffeleverandør
i Norge.
Selskapet forsyner i dag rundt
500 bedriftskunder, inkludert hoteller, kafeer, restauranter og storkiosker, med sitt eget kaffemerke, Chaqwa.
Mens andre leverandører tidvis kun
anbefaler at kaffen tilberedes på godkjent
utstyr, har Coca-Cola gått til det skritt å sette
som krav at utstyret skal være godkjent.
Det betyr at trakteren må oppfylle

standardene for blant annet tid og
temperatur som er utarbeidet av Norsk
Kaffeinformasjon.
Konsulent Ole J. Sønstebø i Norsk
Kaffeinformasjon er glad for at Norge, som
første land i verden, nå har en leverandør
som tørr å stille betingelser til sine kunder.
Han påpeker at det er stor smaksmessig
forskjell på en og samme kaffe tilberedt på
en godkjent og en ikke-godkjent maskin.
Coca-Cola har besluttet å kurse alle sine
kaffefolk hos Norsk Kaffeinformasjon.

Foto: Cato Gjertsen

Ole J. Sønstebø (t.v.) fra Norsk Kaffeinformasjon
og Axel Martinussen, i Coca-Cola foran en av
de godkjente kaffetrakterne som Coca-Cola
pålegger kundene sine å bruke.

English Synopsis: Norway will be the first country in the world with “coffee requirements.” Coca-Cola is becoming a large distributor of coffee in Norway, with their premium coffee called Chaqwa and the companies new requirements has to be approved by
Norwegian Coffee Association (NCA).

Sjakktalentet Jon Ludvig Hammer (19)
imponerer stort under lag-EM i serbiske
Novi Sad og ble turneringens beste spiller.
Han har også spilt seg inn blant verdens 20
beste juniorer. Magnus Carlsen topper den
listen, men han deltok ikke i mesterskapet
i Serbia. Hammer har spilt seg til en
rating på 2792, noe som er nest høyest i
turneringen. (NTB)

PST kastet iraner ut fra romfartsstudier

Tidenes høyeste boligpriser

Iraneren hadde allerede gjennomført et
ettårig kurs i norsk språk og kultur og var klar
for å påbegynne studiene i satellitteknologi
på Høgskolen i Narvik.
PST grep inn da de fryktet at kunnskapen 36-åringen ville tilegne seg på skolen
kunne brukes til atomteknologi.
– Historien har vist at det ofte er tette
bånd mellom et romfartsprogram og et
missilprogram. Vi mener at kunnskapen han
tilegner seg kan misbrukes til utvikling av

Norske boligkjøpere gir gass i budrundene.
Oktober er vanligvis en treg måned
i boligmarkedet, men ikke i år. For
boligprisene steg 0,4 prosent i oktober,
sammenlignet med september viser
boligpristatistikken som er utarbeidet av
analysesbyrået Econ Pöyry på vegne av
Norges Eiendomsmeglerforbund (NEF)
og Eiendomsmeglerforetakenes forening
(EFF). (ABC Nyheter)

En 36-årig iransk statsborger som studerte romteknologi i Narvik, ble kastet
ut av Norge etter at Politiets sikkerhetstjeneste (PST) fryktet at 36-åringen
skulle bidra til Irans atomprogram,
melder NRK
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Høgskolen i Narvik.

Foto: www.hin.no

missiler,
sier
politiinspektør
Jørn
Presterudstuen i PST til NRK.
Ifølge Dagbladet tok Justisdepartementet affære og instruerte Utlendingsdirektoratet (UDI) til å nekte 36-åringen opp-

holdstillatelse, etter å ha blitt tipset av PST.
Iraneren og hans kone fikk da 12 dager på
seg til å forlate Norge.
PST-inspektøren sier at dette er første
gang de utviser en student på dette grunnlaget
og at det var tilfeldigheter som gjorde at de
ble klar over dette tilfellet.
Per i dag finnes det ingen kontrollrutiner
for hvilke nasjonaliteter som søker seg inn
på sensitive studier i Norge, melder VG.
English Synopsis: Norway expelled a
36-year-old Iranian student studying space
technology at the Unversity College in
Narvik earlier this month. The Norwegian
Police Security Service feared his studies
may be used to contribute to the Iranian
missile program.
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News

First-ever European Palliative Care
Research Center

NSB encourages customers
to use their debit cards
Cash can help spread swine influenza
virus, says NSB. They would prefer
that customers use debit cards when
they pay for their ride

A first-ever pan-European
center devoted to improving
patient palliative care and
end-of-life care was officially
launched Oct. 15, at the
Norwegian University of
Science and Technology
(NTNU), with the opening of
the European Palliative Care
Research Center
Norwegian Univeristy
of Science and Technology

Photo: railpictures.net

Customers can still pay with cash if they
choose, both in the station and on board the
train. But the Norwegian National Railway
is urging people to use their card.
Unclean cash that passes through many
hands can lead to the spread of infection.
“If customers buy a ticket before
boarding the train, which they then show to the
conductor, it will help prevent the spreading
of swine flu,” said NSB Communications
Director Anne Haabeth Rygg to NTB.
Information manager Preben Colstrup
assures that NSB will be well-prepared in
the event of crew shortages because H1N1.
(NTB)

The center is based at NTNU’s Faculty
of Medicine and at St. Olavs Hospital/
Trondheim University Hospital.
Strength in international research
“We are too small and too few not to
work together across national borders,” says
Professor Stein Kaasa, who is the leader
of the new center as well as a researcher at
the NTNU Faculty of Medicine’s Pain and
Palliation Research Group. The formation
of the new center was announced at the
Fourth International Trondheim Conference
on Palliative Care, held in Trondheim, Oct.

Norway wins World Travel Awards
Hotel Continental was voted Norway’s leading hotel,
while Clarion Hotel Royal Christiania was named Norway’s
leading business hotel in Lisbon, Portugal on Oct. 17
VisitOslo.com
Oslo was a
nominee in the
category Europe’s
leading
cruise
destination, but
Lisbon won the
award.
The World
Travel Awards were launched in 1993 and
recognize travel industry excellence in in
several hundred categories.
The World awards will be handed out in
London on Nov. 7.

The 16th World Travel Awards winners
were voted on by travel professionals from all
over the world, and Wall Street Journal has
called it “the Oscars of the travel industry.”
Hotel Continental was named Norway’s
best hotel for the fifth year in a row. The
prize for Norway’s top business hotel, won
by Clarion Hotel Royal Christiania, was
handed out for the first time.
Quality Spa & Resort Holmsbu was
named Norway’s Leading Spa Resort and
Radisson SAS Resort Beitostolen was named
Norway’s Leading Ski Resort.

This week on Norway.com
Cisco may drop Tandberg bid

Trading in shares of Tandberg ASA was
halted for a while in Norway Oct. 30, after
reports that Cisco Systems Inc. may drop
its $3 billion bid to buy the videoconferencing equipment maker.
(San Jose Business Journal)

Nortura divisions closing down
Photo courtesy of NTNU.

Anne Lise Ryel from the Norwegian Cancer
Society, Stein Kaasa, head of the European
Palliative Care Research Center, and Augusto
Caraceni (left to right), vice chair of the new
center.

15-16.
The center will focus on coordinating
efforts between groups and individual
researchers across Europe, specifically
Scotland, England, Italy, Denmark, Germany,
and Switzerland, along with the United
States, Canada and Australia. Researchers
hope to boost the amount of international
multi-center studies, as well as to create an
international PhD program to educate young
researchers in palliative care and to initiate
and develop evidence-based guidelines for
palliative care.
CONTINUES PAGE 13

Kokkvold: Terrorist
threat under-estimated
The
Scandinavian
countries
underestimate the danger of terrorism. This
is the opinion of the Secretary General of
the Norwegian Press Association, Per Edgar
Kokkvold.
Kokkvold commented on the Oct. 29
report that two men had been arrested in
the United States, charged with planning a
terrorist attack against the Danish newspaper
Jyllandsposten and two of its editors, using
explosives and guns.
In Kokkvold’s opinion, the planned
terrorist attack shows that the Danish
newspaper has become a symbolic target for
Islamists. “It is time we confronted Arabic
facism in a way we have not dared to do
earlier,” Kokkvold says. (Norway Post)

Norway’s leading supplier of meat and
eggs, Nortura, has announced that it is closing down its slaughterhouses in Sortland,
Haugesund and Ålesund. (Norway Post)

Food prices to increase

Orkla Director Håkon Mageli said that an
expensive agricultural settlement has made
Norwegian meat, dairy products and flour
considerably more expensive. Norwegian
consumers can expect food prices to become even more expensive in the future.
(NRK)

Hydro reports huge third quarter loss

Norsk Hydro, one of Norway’s biggest
industrial concerns, reported a huge quarterly loss on Oct. 27. (Hydro)

Hansen appeals to keep Olympic medal

Norwegian rider Tony Andre Hansen (30)
has made his case to sport’s highest court
to keep his Olympic bronze medal in team
jumping despite his horse failing a doping
test. (NRK.no)

“How’s my aura?”

During a recent interview on NRK NETT
TV, Princess Märtha Louise invited American actor Vince Vaughn to her Angel
School. Vaughn was there to promote a
film and the Princess was there promoting
a book. To everyone’s amusement, Vaughn
asked the Princess, “How’s my aura?”

Swine flu may be spreading

On Oct. 30, 700 hundred new potential
cases of swine flu were suspected when
students and teachers stayed home from
school, complaining of swine flu symptoms. Schools in Oslo are recording new
cases of suspected swine flu everyday.
Hundreds of children and teachers have
stayed home sick over the last few weeks.
(NRK)
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Oslo-based cancer company Algeta has signed
a USD $800 million global development and
commercialization deal with Bayer, the German
multinational pharma company, for its lead product
candidate Alpharadin.This is probably the biggest deal
made in Norwegian biotech industry in recent history
Oslo Bio Update

Algeta has had an extraordinary year to
date. The biggest headline was the deal the
company signed in September with Bayer.
Alpharadin is in phase III trials for treating
bone metastases, a serious, fatal and almost
inevitable consequence of certain major
cancers as they progress, and a significant
unmet medical need.  
In addition, Algeta’s share price had
risen nearly 700 percent by early October from NOK 7.9 to NOK 58.5 (USD $1.4 to
$10.2) This rise has been driven by a series of
positive events throughout the year that have
transformed the business. The company also
raised USD $44 million in February from
existing and new investors, with Abingworth,
the specialist life sciences investment group
leading the round and increasing its stake in
the company from just under five percent to
nearly 20 percent. These new funds, along
with a significant upfront payment from
Bayer of USD $63 million, mean that Algeta
enters the final quarter of 2009 with a healthy
cash balance of around USD $100 million.  
Success in getting Alpharadin through
phase III trials and onto the market will
see Algeta receive a further USD $250
million in development and manufacturing
milestones from Bayer in the next few years,
followed by sales milestones and a royalty
stream. In addition, Bayer will be taking up
the lion’s share of costs for the development
of Alpharadin from 2010.  
Algeta’s CEO, Andrew Kay, who joined
the company in January 2009, is delighted
with the deal and what it means for Algeta’s
development. He believes that Bayer is
a world-class partner that can deliver
Alpharadin’s
blockbuster
commercial
potential globally.
Importantly, as part of the deal, Algeta
has an option to co-promote and share profits
on Alpharadin sales in the United States.
The company fully expects to take up this
option, and has the experience and financial
resources now to build a U.S. commercial
organization to support it when the time is
right. This will be a key step in the company’s
transformation into an oncology-focused
specialist pharmaceutical company.  
Algeta’s success so far can be attributed
to the progress of Alpharadin. It is the first in a
new class of alpha-emitting pharmaceuticals
(“alpha-pharmaceutical”) and is based on
radium-223. Alpharadin is in the final stages
of clinical testing (a global phase III trial
called ALSYMPCA) as a potential new
treatment targeting bone metastases in men
with hormone-refractory prostate cancer

Photo: Linda Cartridge/Oslo Cancer Cluster

(HRPC). Results from a phase II clinical
trial program in nearly 300 patients have
produced strong evidence that Alpharadin
treatment can prolong patient survival,
improve quality of life and offer a benign
safety profile.  Alpharadin is administered
as a simple injection. It accumulates
specifically in areas of active bone growth
associated with bone metastases where it
exerts a localized cell-killing effect on tumor
cells while minimizing damage to normal
surrounding tissues. This mode of action also
suggests that Alpharadin may be useful in
treating other cancers that commonly spread
to bones, such as breast, lung, and kidney.  
Assuming this excellent profile is
confirmed in the ALSYMPCA trial, Algeta
predicts peak sales for Alpharadin of as
much as USD $1.9 billion. A key objective
for the company is to complete this pivotal
trial with results expected early in 2012, and
the first launch of Alpharadin in 2013. The
company is also expecting to begin new trials
of Alpharadin for bone metastases in women
with breast cancer, and in combination with
Taxotere for bone metastases in men with
HRPC.
Beyond Alpharadin, Algeta is also keen
to develop its alpha-pharmaceutical pipeline
and now has resources available to accelerate
development of novel, targeted alphapharmaceuticals based on thorium-227.
The company believes targeted alphapharmaceuticals based on this isotope can
offer highly localized tumor-killing effect
with minimal healthy tissue damage by
linking it to tumor-targeting molecules, such
as antibodies. Earlier this year, the company’s
academic research partners presented results
of preclinical studies that demonstrate this
potential.
Algeta has been a real success story for
Norway in 2009 and will certainly be one to
watch over the next few years as the promise
of alpha-pharmaceuticals, and Alpharadin in
particular, becomes a reality.

ADVERTISE IN THE WEEKLY!
Contact:
Jake Moe in Seattle at 1(800)305-0217 email: j.moe@norway.com OR
Berit Hessen in New York at (914)337-4737 email:b.hessen@norway.com

Sports

Tippe-league round 30
Successful coach Erik Hamrén may have
led his last game for Rosenborg

5

Tippeligaen
res u lts

11/1

Lyn

1-2 Fredrikstad

11/1

Ålesund

2-0 Strømsgodset

11/1

Start

4-1 Vålerenga

11/1

Viking

3-1 Tromsø

11/1

Sandefjord

3-1 Stabæk

11/1

Bodø/Glimt

2-1 Odd Grenland

11/1

Molde

1-2 Lillestrøm

11/1

Brann

2-1 Rosenborg

To read more about Football in Europe visit:

www.norway.com &
www.uefa.com

S tandings
Tippeligaen		
PLD

PTS

1. Rosenborg BK
2. Molde FK		
3. Stabæk IF		
4. Odd Grenland		
5. SK Brann		
6. Tromsø IL		
7. Vålerenga Fotball
8. Sandefjord Fotball
9. IK Start		
10. Viking FK		
11. Lillestrøm SK		
12. Strømsgodset IF
13. Ålesunds FK		
14. Fredrikstad		
15. FK Bodø/Glimt
16. FC Lyn Oslo		

69
56
53
46
44
40
40
40
40
38
37
36
36
34
28
16

30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30

Photo: toppfotball.no

Former Swedish football player Eric Hamrén is the current manager for Rosenborg, but he may not
have that position much longer.

Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

The Swede is most wanted to steer the
helm of the Swedish national team since
their head coach Lars Lagerbäck decided
to step down after the squad did not qualify
for the World Cup. Discussions between the
Swedish Football Association and Rosenborg
of a compensation for breaking the contract
failed last week, but the future of Erik
Hamrén as head coach for Rosenborg is still
not clarified since Hamrén himself wants the
job. Rosenborg was visiting Brann in Bergen
on Nov. 1 and the encounter ended with a
1-1 tie. Diego Gustavino scored the opener
for Brann at the end of the first half when he
fired off a shot from 20 meters that deflected
off a RBK defender, changed direction and
went home past keeper Jarstein. Rade Prica
got parity for Rosenborg in the second half
on a replay of his last round’s dream goal, a

long-range afterburner that went home in the
upper corner. The strike secured the Swede
a dignified top scorer title this season with
seventeen hits.
Odd Grenland has been the big surprise
of the year, and the 1-1 draw against Bodø/
Glimt secured the club the important forth
place on the table. If Molde conquers the cup
throne at the sacrifice of Ålesund on Nov. 8,
Odd earns a spot in the Europa league next
season. The Skien’s club can cash in several
million kroner into a lean pay desk for a
participation in the tournament.
Viking battled home a 1-0 victory
against Tromsø at the last game. The destiny
to Viking coach Uwe Røsler has been much
discussed after weak results this season and
the club has not decided if Røsler will get a
renewal of the faith despite the victory.

Women’s football: Norway - Netherlands 3-0
Norway Post
Norway’s women under their new coach
Eli Landsem beat the Netherlands 3-0 in a
World Cup qualifier at home on Oct. 30,
bringing Norway closer to a spot in the 2011
Women’s World Cup in Germany.
After a slow start from both sides,
Norway ended the first half with two
quick goals, the first on a penalty by Trine
Roenning, after Daphne Koster handled the
ball in her own area.
A minute later Norway’s Solveig
Gulbrandsen received a pass from Lise

Klavenses and headed the goal from short
range, making it 2-0 at half-time.
In the second half the Dutch side put on
a bit more pressure, but hardly ever made it
past the Norwegian defence.
Just three minutes before the end Isabell
Herlovsen clinched the game when she
converted a perfect pass from Gulbrandsen
to 3-0.
Norway next meets Slovakia in Skien,
Norway on Nov. 4.
Their return match against the Dutch
side takes place in June 2010.

Suzann resting up in Florida
Suzann did not join the rest of the
LPGA Tour in South Korea for the Hana
Bank KOLON Championship, instead she
remained at home in Orlando, Fla. where
she is preparing and practicing after being
out of action for a while with a minor foot
injury. Her next LPGA tournament will be
the Lorena Ochoa Invitational by Banamex

and Corona Light in Guadalajara, Mexico
Nov. 12-15.
In spite of being out of competition for
a few weeks, Suzann has maintained third
position in the Rolex Rankings of women’s
golf and fourth on the LPGA 2009 Official
Money List with $1,321,247 in earnings.
(Suzanngolf.com)
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See this collection on our website: www.vikingtrader.net
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All due respect to good values and
intentions, but why does Barack Obama,
yet to find his footing as president, deserve
the Nobel Peace Prize?
Hello? I speak your language.
This puzzling, if not downright
embarrassing, award says more about my
native Norway than about Obama.
As Richard Cohen of the Washington
Post aptly put it last week: “He is adored
by his fans…not for something he’s
done, but rather for something he is. So
far, that’s been a weakness in the Obama
presidency.”
The Nobel committee apparently
was swept up in this tide of un-Nordic
adoration, perhaps succumbing to the
temptation to have “little Norway” shine
in the reflected glory of hosting this global
superstar. Even so, this award by a country
that abhors war and champions the poor
and oppressed carries a serious subtext:
end American warfare.
A little back story: Norway is
populated by high-minded idealists
embarked on a grand social experiment
to create a just, achingly equal society. A
socialist democracy, the country clings to
the very “Nanny State” practices that send
our country’s right-wing Looney Tunes
Brigade into swoons of apoplexy. For
instance, the government each year posts,
by name, every Norwegian’s personal tax
information – income, assets and taxes
paid – on the Internet for all to peruse.
Norway has two main claims to fame.
Every Dec. 10 the world’s attention turns
briefly to this nation of 4.6 million as its
king confers the world’s most prestigious
award. It’s tiny Norway’s moment to
influence international affairs, to project
its values on the world stage.
Secondly, Norway for seven of the
last eight years has been named the world’s
best place to live by the United Nations’
Human Development Index program. This
honor is based on rankings in such areas
as education, health, income, equality
and national productivity. Once one of

Europe’s poorest nations, Norway now is
among the world’s richest, awash in North
Sea oil, renowned for its far-reaching
social safety net and generous foreign aid.
It has the world’s second largest sovereign
investment fund and won’t invest in “war
profiteering” firms such as Boeing.
The five-member Nobel committee is
chosen by the Norwegian parliament. Four
of the members are women; Norway has
feminized its government to a remarkable
degree. So misogynists may conclude
that the award to Obama simply sprang
from female naivete. But naivete, like a
propensity for dunderheaded obstinacy,
is a celebrated Norwegian national trait;
it’s by no means limited to the country’s
women.
So what happened here?
Partly it seems to have been a
misapprehension of how the award would
play, especially in the United States, where
people were mostly bewildered. To be sure,
ordinary Americans aren’t focused on the
nuances of international relations. They’re
more likely to be worrying about jobs,
health care, college tuition, retirement
income and whether their children will be
shot at school.
These are not matters that keep
Norwegians awake at night.
To understand the committee’s
enthusiasm for giving Obama this
award, you have to appreciate the shock
Europeans experienced during the Bush
administration as the America they
trusted, sometimes even admired, ran off
the rails and abandoned its core principles.
To them, as to many of us, our country
became unrecognizable—and frightening.
When George W. Bush was first
installed as president, my Norwegian
sister asked me the question seemingly on
every Norwegian’s mind: “How could you
have elected that awful man?”
“We didn’t,” I answered lamely.
I was in Oslo when Obama won the
presidency. It was well understood in
Norway that Americans are hopelessly

racist and would never elect a black man
president. The next morning dumbfounded
TV political commentators were groping
for explanations. But one of them did
venture: “Maybe we Norwegians have
something to learn from this.”
Indeed they do. Like the United
States, Norway is quick to condemn
failings of other lands and slow to see
its own. Deep-seated xenophobia and
pervasive racism are glaringly at odds
with Norway’s cherished ideal of equality.
Moreover, the link between effort and
reward has unraveled to alarming degrees
in this welfare state, as has the bond that
should bind those who govern to the will
of the governed.
Still, my native land is our planet’s
designated public scold, our global
conscience. The moral power of the Nobel
Peace Prize gives this small country a
mighty, outsized megaphone with which
it unapologetically projects its undeniably
virtuous values. It’s a thankless task, but
somebody has to do it.
“I have no problem with seeing the
Peace Prize as political,” Nobel Institute
director Geir Lundestad told me last fall.
The perhaps increasingly devalued
award has been given to spur on recipients
whose work is well begun but not finished,
as in the Israeli-Palestinian accords
that led to Yasser Arafat’s controversial
prize. In that case, Lundestad told me
philosophically, “It did not go forward as
we had hoped.”
Obama likely won’t either. Yet the
Nobel committee was so star struck that it
just couldn’t wait to give him the prize—
thus adding yet another brick to the heavy
load of expectations lashed to the man’s
back by his admirers.
Solveig Torvik lives in Winthrop, Wash.

        

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY, INC.

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly

Solveig Torvik is the author of a forthcoming book on contemporary Norway,
“The World’s Best Place: Norway and the Norwegians.” She is a former newspaper journalist
and author of “Nikolai’s Fortune.” This column is reprinted from the Methow Valley News.

To learn more about the
Norwegian American Foundation visit:
http://noram.norway.com

SAM & ELLIE

By Ray Helle

NOVEMBER 6, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

7

Op Ed

Letters to the Editor:
Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:

Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief • j.moe@norway.com • 7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115

Dear Editor,
Do any of your readers know where I
can buy a Norwegian-themed bumper sticker
for my automobile? I have one that reads
“Norwegian on Board” but it is now in need
of replacement.
Sincerely,
Kristin Berg Valentine
Tempe, Ariz.
Dear Editor,
The last three issues of “Norwegian
American Weekly” were all delivered
to my home address yesterday by the
local postal service. I consequently had
interesting reading material to occupy me
for some time. I was, however, puzzled by
a statement in the October 23 issue quoted
from speeches delivered by Hallgrim Berg,
current president of Nordmanns-Forbundet.
On page 13, he is quoted as claiming that
I was “hired” by Nordmanns-Forbundet to
write the organization’s history, published
in June 2009 as “Celebrating a Century:
Nordmanns-Forbundet and Norwegians in
the World Community 1907-2007.”
The word hire somehow suggests that
I was a paid author. I was not! The spring of
2006 when visiting Norway, my long-time
friend and editor of “The Norseman,” Harry
Cleven, approached me about contributing to
the centennial jubilee issues of the magazine.
I was reluctant to do so since it would require
postponing my research on the history of the
Norwegian-American press, which I at that
time was engaged in, by at least an entire
year. I responded to Cleven’s invitation by
suggesting that I might find time to contribute
an article on Nordmanns-Forbundet’s
founding. After returning to the United
States and after much personal reflection,
I informed Cleven that I found the project
sufficiently interesting and important that I
would in a timely manner prepare five articles
for publication. Nordmanns-Forbundet does
not in general pay author honoraria. No
compensation was offered or requested. For
the next twelve-thirteen months I contributed
my time and service to the project. I hope
the organization’s president Mr. Berg will
in the future take note. In appreciation of
my contributions, Georg A. Broch, then
Nordmanns-Forbundet’s secretary general, in
appreciation of my contributions, invited me
to attend the centennial celebration in Oslo in
June 2007 and covered my travel and hotel

expenses. I am grateful for the opportunity to
chronicle Nordmanns-Forbundet’s historical
journey through one hundred years.
Sincerely,
Odd S. Lovoll
Professor Emeritus
St. Olaf College
Dear Editor,
As a history buff myself, I much
appreciated David Moe’s article in the
Norwegian American Weekly on Oct. 23, but
I believe some of what he wrote needs to be
adjusted and complimented.
First of all, Queen Margaret, the
daughter of Danish king Valdemar Atterdag
was only 10 years old when she was married
to her teenage husband Håkon VI of Norway,
the son of Swedish/Norwegian King Magnus
Eriksson. Not Håkon V, who made Oslo
his capital, the son of the Bergenser king,
Magnus Lagabøter.
When Håkon VI and Margarete’s son
Olav was six years old, his grandfather
King Valdemar died and Olav inherited the
Danish throne, and later became king of
both Norway and Denmark when his father,
Håkon VI, three years later drowned in the
Bømlafjord. Olav did not live long after that
and died at only 17 years old.
Queen Margarete now became the
caretaker of both kingdoms, Denmark and
Norway and was much influenced by her
foreign advisers. At that time in history,
no woman could become de-facto ruler of
Norway. As a matter of fact, that happened
first in our own days.
Margarete was required to suggest a
candidate to the throne of Norway, she chose
her relative Erik of Pommern, Germany.
He was accepted by the Norwegian
council (riksråd) and became King of
Norway. Margarete had her capital in Kalmar,
Sweden, then a part of Denmark, but Erik
made Copenhagen his capital. King Erik was
a disaster for everyone and was eventually
relieved of his duties.
Now Margarete rouse to the leadership
of all three countries, but officially Margarete
was only queen of Norway, which wasn’t
much help to her Norwegian subjects, sorry
to say.
Regards,
Finn Hedin
Everett, Wash.

Dear Editor,
I’ve got some important news from the
Chicago area that I’d like to share with you
and your readers.
At last nights NACC – Chicago chapter
50th anniversary dinner, the Honorary Consul
General of Norway, Paul S. Anderson,
announced that our good friend Don
Hoganson was to receive the appointment
of Officer in the Royal Norwegian Order of
Merit by King Harald of Norway.
The Royal Norwegian Order of Merit
was founded by King Olav V in 1985. It
is conferred on foreign and Norwegian
nationals as a reward for their outstanding
service in the interest of Norway. Additional
information about the Order of Merit can be
found at the Norwegian Royal Family Web
site.
For those of you who know Don, we
can honestly say that we know of no one that
deserves this honor more. Don continues
to work tirelessly on projects including
his board membership on the NorwegianAmerican Geneological Center & Naeseth
Library, Assistant Boss of the Chicago
Torske Klub, co-chair of fundraising efforts
and the Foundation Committee Chair for the
Norwood Park Home, Grand Marshal for the
Chicago 2008 Syttende Mai parade, and past
president of several Chicago-area groups,
clubs and organizations including NACC.
Don has friends everywhere. In my
years as an Information and Knowledge
Management (KM) professional, I can say
Don is a giant in social networking. An
important aspect of KM is the bringing of
people with knowledge of a specific topic
together with people looking for knowledge
of that topic. Modern KM uses applications
such as LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter to
join people together.
Don is known to use his skill on the golf
course to perform the same function. If Don
wrote his autobiography today, one possible
working title for the book could be, “The
Links I’ve Played, and Made.” Don truly
loves to get people together and make things
happen.
Sincerely,
Ken Nordan
Chicago, Ill.

Kanuda Vicik

27. oktober

7. november
Helga Myren
Alberta Can
Stanley Helseth
Carpio ND
8. november
Emma Dahl
Watford City ND
Catherine Olsen
Oakland CA
John Mickelson
Laguna Hills CA
9. november
Anne Nordby
St. Paul MN
Astrid Hegland Ruud
Salt Lake City UT
Astri Quale
Portland OR
Inger Engevik
Fitjar Norway
Gudrum Ronholm
Valley City ND
Gordon Skindelien
New London MN
John Sandmo
Burnaby BC Can
10. november
Dorothee E Hayman
Bellevue WA
Timothy James Herset
Kila MT
Curtis Eugene Ganung
Berkeley CA
Craig R. Carlson
Huntington NY
11. november
Reidar Erga
Charlotte NC
Hans O Sande
Rygg Norway
Aslak Kvaalseth
Blair WI
Sidney Løberg
Edmonds WA
Selmer Johnsrud
Sioux Falls SD
Ronald T. Demuth
Charleston SC
12. november
Karl Johan Lyng
Rusåga Norway
Otto Hananger
Seattle WA
Star Audrey Tronsen
Laguna Beach CA
Walter Ramsden
Raleigh NC
Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free,
but must be submitted at least
one month in advance.
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Unique Tours...One-of-a-kind Experiences
Norway - Our Way
Botswana 2010 - Participate in
May 14-24, 2010

initiatives by local women - “Trade-Not-Aid”

Tour 1: April 10-23, 2010
Tour 2: October 9-22, 2010
Tour 3: April 24-May 7, 2010, Women Only
Tour 4: October 2-15, 2010, Women Only

Norway & Sweden
Tour of a Lifetime

June 16-28, 2010

Call or email Ingeborg to find out more!

612-532-6618 l info@TrilliumToursLLC.com
www.TrilliumToursllc.com/NordicTreasureTours
Nordic Treasure Tours Ad - Norwegian American Weekly
Nordic Saga Tours
October 2009 - Ad_10132009_final.pdf
specializes in travel to
5”
wideand
xnights
2” tall (2 col xAir
2”) & Land
Scandinavia,
Russia,
4 days/3

Iceland escape from $595!

Baltics, offering the very
best of independent fit
and customized tours.

Celebrated Norwegian chef
cooks for New York charity

Norwegian chef of the year Sven Erik Renaa
cooked special recipe with donated salmon
from Norway for New York charity clients
Special Release

Seafood from Norway

Special

Celebrating new service Seattle non-stop to Iceland!

Are you looking for
a newMade Itineraries:
Custom
• For individuals and groups of all sizes
destination?
• Airfares,
hotels,
car rental,
Visit Iceland
- late
summer
or ferries, rail and bus passes.
VIsItearly
ourfall
websIte at www.nordICsage.CoM

Nordic Saga Tours offers you the chance to
experience 3 nights in this fascinating destination
eMaIl: Info@nordICsaga.CoM
Your Reykjavik Special Includes:
together with a visit to the Blue Lagoon—one of
Roundtrip air on IcelandAir
3 Nights Accommodation
the world’s most exciting geothermal spas, from
Daily Breakfast
Blue Lagoon Tour
Hotel taxes
as low as $595! Call for our Reykjavik stopover
Single supplement from $70
packages—travel time via Reykjavik to many
Additional U.S. city gateways
available
JFK ($545) Boston ($545)
cities in Europe and Scandinavia is quicker and
Minneapolis ($545) Orlando ($545)
easier now with IcelandAir!
18518 Bothell Way NE suite B, Bothell, WA 98021 • (425) 673-4800 • (425) 398-4000

*Price per person person based on one room,
does not include air tax and fuel surchage of
approximately $200
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Daughters of Norway Ester Moe Lodge #39
10th Annual Whidbey Island

Nordic Fest
saturday,
November
14th

9:30 a.m.
to
3:30 p.m.
South Whidbey High School Commons
Maxwelton Rd in Langley • (Look for signs)

Celebrated Norwegian Chef Sven Erik
Renaa, recently named the 2009 Norwegian
Chef of the Year, volunteered his time and
talents on Oct. 6, at the New York City—
based charity organization, God’s Love We
Deliver.
The mission of God’s Love We Deliver
is to improve the health and well-being of
men, women and children living with HIV/
AIDS, cancer and other serious illnesses by
alleviating hunger and malnutrition. God’s
Love We Deliver prepares and delivers
nutritious, high-quality meals to people
who, because of their illness, are unable to
provide or prepare meals for themselves.
On behalf of the Norwegian Seafood
Export Council (NSEC), which donated
salmon for 2,000 meals, Chef Renaa acted as
Guest Chef at the organization’s kitchen and
created a special salmon meal for its clients.
“We are so grateful to the Norwegian
Seafood Export Council for generously
donating such an enormous amount of
salmon to help feed our clients in a healthy
way,” said Karen Pearl, President and CEO
of God’s Love We Deliver.
After a special cooking demonstration
for the staff of God’s Love We Deliver, the
staff replicated Renaa’s Baked Norwegian
Salmon with Apple, Horseradish Yogurt and
Dill delivered it, on Oct. 16, to approximately
2,000 clients. The nutritious dish includes a
vegetable salad of potatoes, red onion, fennel
and apples topped with seasoned Norwegian
salmon fillets and a horseradish yogurt.
“Salmon is an excellent source of lean
protein and omega-3 fatty acids which
have been shown to lower blood pressure
and increase bone strength, among other
benefits,” said Chef Renaa. “It is an ideal
meal for the clients of God’s Love We
Deliver and I am honored to work in their
kitchen to prepare a special dish that will
help nourish people in need.”
Chef Renaa started his culinary journey
after graduating from Trondheim College of
Culinary Arts at age 16. He has worked at the
Hotel Continental, the Brasserie Hansken in
Oslo and the Park Avenue Cafe in New York,
and since 2000, he has worked as a food and
beverage consultant with Norway’s foremost
center of expertise for the culinary arts, the
Culinary Institute of Norway in Stavanger.
Chef Renaa’s credits include: captain of the

Place your order today!

Norsk Kafe — Bakeri og Butikk —Vendors — Entertainment — Demonstrations — Arts & Crafts
Contact DeAnn Lofthus-Olson at olson@whidbey.com or Marcia Comer (425) 308-7860

Scandinavian Specialties
Bringing you the finest quality
Scandinavian Foods and Gifts

Photo courtesy of Seafood from Norway.

In 2000, 2006, and 2009, Chef Renaa was voted
Chef of the Year in Norway.

Norwegian Culinary Team which won the
prestigious WACS Culinary Olympics in
2008, the 2007 Norwegian delegate to the
master chefs world championship in Lyon,
France (Bocuse D’Or), where he won the
Fish Prize, and in 2000 and 2006, Chef Renaa
was voted Chef of the Year in Norway.
During his time in New York, Chef
Renaa also conduct a culinary demonstration
(The Norwegian Salmon Experience) at the
Institute of Culinary Education in Manhattan.
The event was hosted by the NSEC for chefs,
restaurateurs, media and other guests to taste,
see and learn about Norwegian Salmon.
About the Norwegian Seafood Export
Council
Founded in 1991 by the Ministry of
Fisheries, the Norwegian Seafood Export
Council (NSEC) builds awareness of
and educates the public on seafood from
Norway. From the headquarters in Tromso,
Norway and a U.S. branch in Boston, Mass.,
the NSEC carries out Norwegian seafood
promotional, media, marketing and public
relations campaigns and is a resource for
market information in more than 20 different
markets. Its entire efforts are financed
by the Norwegian seafood industry itself.
As the world’s second largest exporter of
seafood, Norway provides quality, nutrient
rich seafood to over 150 different countries,
and is the world’s largest joint marketer of
seafood.

Lance gets oslo...
(…continued from page 1)

Grand Prix against 60 top Norwegian riders.
However through the power of Twitter
it soon became a makeshift public race
that the police estimate drew over 70,000
people. Bjarte Reve, CEO at Oslo Cancer
Cluster, believes that Armstrong is an ideal
ambassador for cancer research: “Particularly
here in Norway where we are sports-mad
and he is a real inspiration. A measure of
the man, too, is that he personally requested

Summer Sale!
Largest Scandinavian
Store in the West!

www.scanspecialties.com
30% off
all sweaters

6719 15th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: 206-784-7020 or toll free at 1-877-784-7020
We ship via UPS. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Call for product list.

Call toll-free at (877) 784-7020
www.scanspecialties.com
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Photo: Thomas Barstad Eckhoff

to be able to meet cancer patients privately
away from the glare of the cameras!”
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Travels to Norway

Travels with the
Prestegaards
Pete Prestegaard and his wife Barbara
reconnect to their Norwegian roots in a
summer adventure
Pete Prestegaard
Nanuet, N.Y.

During the last 10 days of our trip, we
got quite a bit in. We visited Bergen, one of
the most inviting, friendly and zesty largesmall towns anywhere. We also went to
Stavanger. We took a very crowded, fourhour ferry ride. While there we visited the
suberb oil museum.
A few days later we took an SAS flight
to Trondheim. We checked into a small room
at the Radisson with views of the marina.

All photos by Pete Prestegaard.

We visited the Nidaros Cathedral whose
construction started in 1050, reputedly by
converted Viking, St. Olaf whose bones lay
there. I climbed a claustrophobic 176 tiny
circular steps to the very top and, for the next
two days, paid dearly for it with stiff legs.
We ended the trip with a fantastic
Hurtigruten cruise that stopped in Bergen,
Tromsø, and Kirkenes.

All Hurtigruten ships pass this famous lighthouse and several others. Here there are six bedrooms and
reportedly the keeper brought up a family of eight at this remote post.

There is a reward for climbing to the top of Nidaros, the breathtaking view!

Our ship is the newest of Hurtigruten’s boats. The main viewing salon is just above the bridge. Cars
and goods are being loaded on the port side of the boat.

Midnatsol in its home port of Tromsø, where the crew changed.

On vacation from Ju

“A Taste of Norw

Your Travel Partner to Paradise

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Conde Nast Traveler Magazine considers

TOR JENSEN OF JENSEN WORLD TRAVEL the Top Travel Specialist
for Scandinavia, in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 & 2009
Travel and Leisure Magazine has awarded Tor the same honor for 2009!

Let us help you plan your ideal Vacation in 2010, to Norway and the rest of the Nordic
Countries.We will make your trip truly unique! Our specialty includes individual private and
group tours to Norway and the Nordic Countries - including Greenland, Iceland,The Faroe
Islands, Finland, Russia and the Baltics. Hurtigruten (Norwegian Coastal Voyage) – West
Coast - The Fjords to the North Cape.“Norway in a Nut Shell” Classic Scandinavia, stay
at Historic Castles and Inns. DFDS Seaways mini cruises Oslo - Copenhagen.Telemark,
Adventure Travel, sea kayaking and skiing. Fishing and boating in the Lofoten Islands.
We always have the lowest fares on SAS and Iceland Air!
Call for best prices starting in both directions.
Call us for details and any special requirements you may have.
Toll free: 1 800 T-JENSEN (1 800 853 6736)

www.jensenworldtravel.com email: Tor@jensenworldtravel.com

“A Taste of Norway
in the Heart of
Brooklyn!”
Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
Email: nordicdeli@aol.com

www.nordicdeli.com
111 9th Street
Wilmette, IL 60091
Fax 1 847 256-5563

6903 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
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Roots and Connections

NETT-NØTT 5

Norwegian American Weekly

Photo of the Week

av Jan-Tore Stien
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From left in back: Jørn Magne Flesjå, Arne Nordbø, Vibeke Steineger and Donald Mehus.
In front: Hans Gustav Andersen and Elfi von Kantzow Alvin.

What did you pay for that?

$2.44 USD

is the median price for
an 18 oz. jar of pickle
chips in Norway.

$2.99 USD

is the median price for
a 24 oz. jar of pickle chips
in the U.S.

VANNRETT:
1. Oppgi
5. Sykdom
11. Værlag
12. Kommunkasjonsmid del
13. Område
14. Forfølgelse
15. Er Norge rikt på
18. Fugl
21. Tak
22. Undersøke
25. Leder
27. Fargestoff
29. Vegetasjon
30. Forening
31. Bank
32. Svike

Lena decided that she and
Ole needed a bit of culture
so she bought tickets to the
ballet. That evening, after
watching the performance
for about thirty minutes,
Ole leant over to Lena and
whispered in her ear,
“I don’t see why they
dance on their toes. Why don’t
they just get taller dancers?”

Did you know?

Random facts about Norway
Bokmål (lit. “book language”), is
the more commonly used of the
two Norwegian written standard
languages, the other being Nynorsk.
Bokmål is used by 85-90 percent of
the population in Norway, regardless
of dialect, and is the standard most
commonly taught to foreign students
of the Norwegian language.
Answer key for Oct. 30
I MEIERI DISKEN

Lennard, which is more common
in Norway in Norway than Leonard, is a
somewhat abbreviated version of the German
Leonhard, which again is composed of the
Old German levon—løve/lion and hart—
hård/hard. The origin is the Latin word for
lion leo.
Lennart is a Low German version,
frequently used in Sweden and Norway.

NOVEMBER 7: Ingebrigt, Ingelin

Ingebrigt and Engebret come from the
German. The last syllable corresponds to the
English bright and the Old Norse bjart—lys/
light. The first syllable Ing was the name of
the god Frøy. Used in Norway from about the
1400s.
Ingelin is a more recent modern name,
most likely an abbreviated version of names
that start with Ing.

NOVEMBER 8: Ingvild, Yngvild

The original name was undoubtedly
Yngvild, which is composed of the god’s
name Yngve—another name for Frøy, the
god of fertility—and hild, Old Norse word
for strid/battle, fight and struggle.
One of the Valkyries was named Hildr.

NOVEMBER 9: Tordis, Teodor,
Tordis

Tordis is a compound word consisting
of Tor, the god’s name and -dis, Old Norse
designation of a goddess-guardian angels that
followed human beings through life. Theodor
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LODDRETT:
2. Skremme
3. Omslag
4. Livlig
6. Snaue
7. Mønstrer
8. Fortumlet
9. Beholder
10. Ivre
16. Påtatt
17. Fornye
19. Topp
20. Europeer
23. Drikk
24. Løsøre
26. Apparat
28. Nedbør

The NAME Game

NOVEMBER 6: Lennart, Leonard

Ole and
Lena

32.

is a Greek name composed of theos—gud/
god and doron—gave/gift. In other words,
gudegave/devine gift. English abbreviations
include Ted and Teddy.

NOVEMBER 10: Gudbjørg, Gudveig

Gud is a common first syllable in Old
Norse names and can mean both Gud/God
and god/good. Bjørg originally bjorg, means
berging/rescue, hjelp/help. The meaning thus
becomes hjelpet av Gud/helped by God or
god hjelp/good help.
Veig is Old Norse and derives ve—
hjem/home. Veig is the last syllable in many
feminine names and be be interpreted to mean
hjemmets kvinne/woman of the home.

NOVEMBER 11: Martin, Morten,
Martine

Martin is derived from the name of the
war god Mars and means modig/courageous,
krigersk/warlike. The Latin form is Martinus.
A Scandinavian form is Morten. It has been
used in Norway since the 11th century.

NOVEMBER 12: Torkjell, Torkil

Both names have the same origin. Tor is
the name of the Norse god while the second
syllable—actually ketill—can mean hjelm/
helmet or offerkjel/sacrificial kettle, a holy
kettle.
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of

We e k l y W i s d o m

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Audrey Balchen
Aug. 1, 1916 - Oct. 10, 2009
Audrey, passed away peacefully at her
home in New York City Saturday morning,
Oct. 10. Her life of 93 years was distinguished
and elegant. She was the devoted wife of
Colonel Bernt Balchen, Polar Aviator, who
predeceased her in 1973. She was born in
New York City Aug. 1, 1916, the daughter
of John Edward Schipper and Marie B.
Schipper. The family soon established
residence in Barberry Bend, Pleasantville,
N.Y., where she spent her youth and studied
art and sculpture. She then attended George
Washington University in the mid-1930s
studying International Affairs and soon
after was one of three women to graduate
from Columbia University with a degree in
business. She rose to Research Director at
Fairchild Publications, where she was not
only employed but frequently published.

Although living and working in New York
City, her roots were in Westchester and she
maintained a home in Chappaqua, N.Y. where
she enjoyed gardening and her flowers. It was
here that she met her late husband and with
her talents in research dedicated her time
to assuring his legacy with exhibits in the
Smithsonian, Library of Congress, and Air
Force Academy. She was as kind as she was
generous and she supported many causes,
especially Native Americans, the arts, and
the New York Public Library. Her love of
travel included many trips on the Queen
Mary and QE2 and she regularly attended the
symphony and ballet. She is survived by her
brother Robert of Stratton, Maine, numerous
nieces and nephews and a stepson Lauritz
and predeceased by her brother Edward,
Paul, and sister Marie.

Bard Karsten Sellereite
March 4, 1935 - Oct. 17, 2009
Bard passed away on Oct. 17 at his
home, after a long bout with cancer. He
was born March 4, 1935, in Norway. He is
survived by his wife, Arlene, brother, John
(Tove), nieces Lisbeth and Stina, stepson,
Erik Aandal (Martha), stepdaughter, Eva
Fletcher (Mike), and much loved grandsons,

Andrew and Lucas. Bard graduated from
the University of Washington and worked
in hydraulics as a mechanical engineer at
Boeing for more than 30 years. He loved
photography, gardening, Mac computers and
woodworking. He was a true and loyal man.

John W. Meredith
Nov. 14, 1979 - Oct. 26, 2009
John W.
Meredith,
29, a lifelong
resident
of
Walton, passed
away
during
the
evening
of
Monday,
Oct. 26, 2009,
at
Delaware
Valley Hospital,
following
a
short illness.
John was born Nov. 14, 1979, in Walton,
N.Y., the son of William Daniel and Diane
Avema Meredith. He was a 1998 graduate
of Walton Central School and received a
bachelor of arts degree in government from
Western New England College (WNEC)
in Springfield, Mass. At WNEC, John was
awarded the prestigious SKOOKUM Award
during his junior year, and he served as an
intern for the Governor of Massachusetts
during his senior year. After completing his
degree, John returned home to Walton and
worked at Tyco Pharmaceuticals in Hobart.
In 2003, he was elected as the Town of
Walton Supervisor and was re-elected for
two additional terms. John also served on the
Delaware County Board of Supervisors and
was the Delaware County Budget Director.
In 2007, John obtained his master’s degree
in public administration from Binghamton
University. John was a faithful member of
the First United Methodist Church of Walton
where he served as President of the Board of

Trustees. John was also an active member
and Vice-President of the Sons of Norway
Norseman Lodge. In addition to his official
duties, John served as the Vice-President of the
Catskill Watershed Coalition. Although John
wore many hats, he enjoyed simple pleasures
such as tending to his beef cattle, hanging
out at the Country Store and the Walton
Bowling Alley, playing cards, and having
lively conversations with his many friends.
John is survived by his parents; as well as
his brothers, William (Billy) and Patrick of
Walton. John is also survived by his maternal
grandparents, George and Elizabeth Avenia
of Hillsdale, N.Y.; his aunts and uncles, Lynn
Allen of Walton, Judy and Brian Harrington
of Hampton, N.H., Michael and Tami
Avenia of Hillsdale, and Anthony Avenia of
Chatham. John’s surviving cousins include,
Meredith and Eric Johansson of Smithtown,
Lauren and Morgan Avenia of Hillsdale,
Megan and Nicholas Avenia of Chatham, and
Inga, Gunnar, Eric and Kiersten Johansson
of Smithtown; and several great-aunts and
great-uncles and second cousins. John was
predeceased by his paternal grandparents,
William and Adele Larsen Meredith; his
cousin, Inga Allen; and his uncle, Robert
Allen. John thoroughly enjoyed his time
here on earth — his Cadillac (DW 9), pickup
truck, country music and living his life in
Walton. John’s friends should know that he
took great comfort in the many prayers and
kind words and deeds offered to him during
the time of his illness.

Excerpts from the book “Faith for the Journey” by the late Pastor Bruce Larson.

Continued from Oct. 23
I am particularly fond of those beautiful
verses from Ecclesiastes which remind us
that for everything there is a season and a
time for every matter under heaven; among
those; a time to be born, to die, to kill, to
heal, to weep, and to laugh. Verse 15 seems
to sum it all up, “That which is, already has
been; that which is to be, already has been;
and God seeks what has been driven away”
(RSV). In other words, when we’re out of
balance, God wants us to bring back into
our lives those things that have been driven
out by obsessions and compulsions.
Four of our basic needs are, obviously,
work, play, rest, and worship. Someday I’d
like to run a halfway house for people who
can’t take life’s pressures anymore, but still
aren’t ready for the psychiatric ward. One
of my rules would be that for the first three
days, one could do nothing but sleep and
eat. I’m convinced that 90 percent of our
spiritual problems would disappear after
three nights of peaceful rest and three days
of good nutrition. In the remaining time, we
could deal with the other 10 percent of our
problems. Then there would be a time for
hard work. We’d saw wood, dig ditches,
paint buildings. We would play a lot and
worship frequently, alone and together.
With those four basic needs met, more of
us would be open to God’s healing.
Saint Theresa of Avila always looked
for novices who knew how to laugh, eat,
and sleep. She was sure that if they ate
heartily, they were healthy, if they slept well
they were more than likely free of serious
sin, and if they laughed, they had necessary
disposition to survive a difficult life.
Arthur Schnabel, that brilliant pianist,
was once asked, “What is the secret of your
genius at the piano? Is it the way you touch
the keys?” “No,” he said. “Many pianists
touch the keys the way I do. It’s the pauses
between the touch that make for genius.” In
the same way, it’s the rest between activities
that make the activities optimum.

God meant us to be active and passive,
playing and worshipping, busy and
resting—in both our physical and spiritual
lives. That’s the ebb and flow described so
beautiful in Ecclesiastes.
The pressures of life tend to rob us of
this important rhythm. We have external
pressure. There’s simply too much to do.
And if we have any wisdom at all, we’re
aware that there is simply too much to do
for the neighborhood, the job, the church,
the world. How do we survive too many
opportunities? Earl Wilson, the columnist,
once said, “A vacation is what you take
when you can no longer take what you’ve
been taking.” It seems to me we tend to
handle our pressures in at least these three
ways:
1. We can try to do everything and
attempt to meet all needs. When we do
that, we play God. We’re headed for certain
burnout.
2. We can say, “There’s so much to do I
can’t do anything. I think I’ll just go to bed
and take a nap.”
3. We can wear ourselves out trying to
decide what to do and in what order. We
can spend our whole life just trying to make
decisions.
Two young women from our church,
Susan and Nancy, went to Abudabi to work
in a hospital. Their chores were many—
treating patients, washing newborn babies,
reaching out. The work was hard and the
hours long. But in one of their letters they
shared the reason why they were able to
continue there so joyously. They understood
that there is enough time in every day to
do God’s will for you that day. There’s not
enough time to do all the things you can do,
or all the things that need doing. But God
is not a hard taskmaster. It’s not possible
to go to bed saying, “Lord, we did it all,”
for there will always be a vast sea of unmet
needs. But we do the things that were
possible to do today.

Our Funeral HOme's reputatiOn is Based On
Family service, nOt a stOck market index!
Large corporations have worked their way into the funeral industry and taken the
intimacy and integrity out of funeral service by making it “a profit driven” business.
At Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, we have earned our reputation in the community
by providing quality, caring service for over 150 years. Our pledge to you and your
family is to keep our locally owned status and continue the highest
quality service possible. We have all your best interests at heart.

Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, Inc
5310 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11220

Tel: (718) 435-2276 • Fax: (718) 435-5137
We are the only Scandinavian Funeral Home left in the Tri-State Area

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159
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Arts and Entertainment

First place Eurovision 2009 Song Contest winner!
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With his new spectacular show “Fairytale”

Special appearance in the United StateS: One day Only!
accompanied by live musicians and the Frikar Modern dance company
New York Millennium Theatre
1029 Brighton Beach Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Saturday, November 21st, 2009 @ 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

info and tickets are available on the internet: www.russianconsulting.com/show

Treasure Island, Florida
2-Bedroom beachfront condo
Vacation Rental on the Gulf of Mexico
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Amazing sunsets
& dolphin viewing
from 3rd floor corner
balcony

Large pool, jacuzzi &
tennis courts on site
with golfing, hiking &
fishing nearby

Jeanne Bøe returns to New York with a superb
theater piece on Karen Blixen/Isak Dinesen
Rolf Stang
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Bøe back on stage in New York

Beautiful interior
features: stainless steel
appliances, 3 flat-screen
TVs, washer and dryer,
and amazing views

Museums and Art Galleries in St. Petersberg, only 10 minutes away

To see photos and for more info visit: www.arnt.us

Q u e s t ion s ? C a l l ( 6 3 1 ) 3 7 5 - 6 0 7 5 or E m a il a m ong e 8 0 3 @ a ol . c o m

Reckless Courage

The true story of a Norwegian boy under Nazi rule, by
William F. Fuller with Jack Haines

“A captivating issue of survival under German rule... a welcome
and much appreciated addition to World War II history and narrative
shelves.”

The Midwest Book Review’s Small Press Bookwatch

“I have read the charming story with great interest... it is valuable to
be able to see and experience historical events through the ees and
minds of a specific family.”

Ingolv Austad, Director of Stavanger University Reading Centre

4th printing of this popular book is now available in paperback!

$9.95 + S&H

To order, contact Skandisk’s Tomten Catalog at (800) 468-2424
or from the publisher at www.taberhallpress.com
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Extraordinary Norwegian actress,
Jeanne Bøe, was last in New York in 2006,
to present her on-target, tour-de-force sweep
through “Peer Gynt,” in which she portrayed
Ibsen’s characters one after the other with
bravado. On Tuesday, Oct. 13, an excited
audience awaited her return to the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church and Cultural Center. This
time, she would bring an homage to a great
Danish author, with her lyrically expressive
“Karen Blixen… Baroness.”
Blixen’s Swedish husband, Baron
Bror Blixen-Finecke, stood very much at
the core of Blixen’s fate. The Baron was a
charming, self-centered rogue, a devil-takethe-hindmost Don Giovanni/Don Juan type.
Karen Dinesen Blixen, his new wife,
planned to establish a cattle farm in Africa
and borrowed money from her family to do
so. However, the arrogant Baron Blixen
impetuously committed them to invest in
planting coffee, instead! The years would
soon show that their Nairobi, Kenya farm
lay at too high an elevation for coffee to be a
reliable, profitable crop.
Karen Dinesen, as storyteller, took
on at some point the Biblical pseudonym
of Isak, meaning the Laughing One. (She
could not have known then how it might
help in maintaining her spirit on the difficult
road to come.) I have noticed, Danes today
tend to refer to her by her ‘other name,’ Isak
Dinesen. But, Karen Blixen, it seems, is how
she referred to herself. Her married name,
after all, brought with it the special identity
of Baroness!
In this skillfully written monologue, we
soon learn what a dear price she ultimately
paid to have that prestigious title. One
assumes she liked it in part, because, while
struggling with her fickle coffee-growing
business, it gave her status and weight in
dealing with the male-chauvinist world of
Europeans in Africa.
We know that Karen loved music and
Mozart in particular. Significantly, as Ms.
Bøe is about to make her entrance, things
open to a bare stage and the commanding
sound of Dona Elvira’s aria of protest
against mega-ego and master-seducer Don
Giovanni. An innovative way to set the tone
for the play, this aria, from Mozart’s opera of
the same name, forebodingly prepares us for
the destiny of the Blixen marriage.
Tragically, beyond forcing his wife
into the coffee growing business and, thus,
financial disaster, Baron Blixen, the local
Don Juan and man of casual love affairs,
passes the syphilis spirochete on to her,
infecting her! Plagued as she was by this, her
stoic Isak spirit would nonetheless continue
to mesmerize everyone she met.
Bøe has been well directed by Marit
Omland and Kari Bunæs, and throughout
gives the audience an assured, aristocratic
Blixen. Well-chosen, direct quotes offered
in a warm, quiet voice strongly reveal the
great inner strength of Karen Isak Dinesen
Blixen… the Baroness! The script by
Bøe, the dramatist, is as subtly spun as the
writing style we find in her subject’s books.
Gracefully and firmly, Bøe, the actress,
carries us from episode to episode.
A distinctive highlight comes through
clear, ingenious means, as she tackles the

Photo courtesy of Jeanne Bøe’s Web site.

Jeanne Bøe was born in 1967 in Skein. She was
raised in Siljan. She later attended the Academy
of Live and Recorded Arts in London.

challenge of giving us insight into Blixen’s
plot-building system, showing us just how
the tapestry of a Blixen story is convincingly
woven.
To do this, Bøe chooses to explore
aspects of the story “Babette’s Feast.” Most
in the audience would have seen Gabriel
Axel’s brilliant, award-winning art-film of
the same name (in which, by the way, the
scene is moved from Norway to Denmark),
and, further, the other award-winning Blixen
film, Meryl Streep and Sydney Pollack’s
“Out of Africa.” If so, one pictured the
persons, places, and events vividly.
With clarity and deceptive simplicity,
Bøe illustrated Blixen’s skills at moving
her characters about. By cross-referencing
old, with recent events, for example, we
come to believe the feasibility of what’s
happening. The recent contact made after
many years, between two former suitors and
the two beautiful, pious and single sisters of
the story, Philippa and Martina, succeeds in
making the important link to France real.
There, in Paris, Philippa’s suitor from
long ago has recommended that famed
Babette Hersant, escape the scourge of the
French Revolution by going to the safe haven
the sisters in the North will offer. She has his
letter in hand when she arrives. Thus, do the
actions interrelate and become credible.
Bøe goes on, revealing more of the
threads of this process, as Blixen brings back
the other unrequited suitor, that of her sister,
Martina. (He is back on one of his visits to
his old aunt!) A former attaché in Paris and
now a general, this man of the world is a
connoisseur of many things and a gourmet
of the first rank.
He is invited to the grand thank-you
feast, which Babette gives using her lottery
winnings. Astonished, he names each rare
wine and succulent dish. It takes him back
to the remarkable fare he knew at the famed
Café Anglais in Paris, precisely the café
where Babette had reigned supreme. Thus,
does Blixen confirm Babette’s credentials, as
Master Chef de Cuisine, for the other dinner
guests.
As they come together in this work,
Bøe and Blixen/Dinesen are completely
captivating and rewarding to experience.

Norwegian consumer...
(…continued from page 1)

agreement entered into upon purchasing a
Kindle.
“Users of the Kindle enter an agreement
that in a number of ways, violates fundamental
rights that are obvious in Norwegian law,”
said the director of the Consumer Council
Hans Marius Graasvold.
Graasvold said it’s a challenging
agreement that is difficult to understand in
its full extent and that Norwegian publishing
houses should take a careful look at it and
negotiate terms for the sale of Norwegian
content.
Unreasonable binding to Kindle
The Consumer Council is highly critical
of the excessive bond between the purchased
content and Kindle device, and compares
this with Apple’s earlier claim to the use of
the iPod during playback of music purchased
from iTunes.
Exclusion from their own library
In the agreement, the terms of Kindle
Amazon reserves the further right to
terminate the agreement without notice if the
customer has broken the agreement terms.
“This can hardly be understood in any
way other than that you, the customer will no
longer have access to the books or journals
you have purchased if you are suspected

Swine flu update...
(…continued from page 1)

Solør high school told NRK.
The young teen was the second person
from Hedmark to die of swine flu. According
to the Norwegian Institute of Public health,
she was identified as being in one of the risk
groups for swine flu, but it’s still unclear
whether or not she had been vaccinated.
15 have died
As of Nov. 2, a total of 15 people have
died in Norway resulting from swine flu.
Thirteen of the 15 were identified as being
in a “risk” group with more potentially
dangerous consequences if they contracted
the virus. Four of the 15 were under 20 years
old. Five were in the age group 20 to 40 years
old, four were between 40 and 60, and two
were over 60. One of the people that was not
in a risk group was in the 20 to 40 age group,
the other was in the 40 to 60 age group.
Death after vaccine, but no connection
Last week a woman from Oslo in her

First-ever european...
(…continued from page 3)

Support from the Norwegian Cancer
Center crucial
The Norwegian Cancer Society has
awarded a major grant of NOK 15 million
(1.8 million euro) to help establish the new
center. Additional support has been awarded
by the Open Society Institute in the United
States, the Floriani Foundation in Milan,
Italy, and Nycomed, the pharmaceutical
company.
“It is well acknowledged within
the scientific field of palliative care that
international collaboration is urgently
needed in order to conduct sufficiently sized
studies, as well as to evaluate the effect of
new treatment strategies,” says Dr. Augusto
Caraceni, with the Italian National Cancer
Institute and vice president of the European
Association for Palliative Care. Caraceni has
been named director of international affairs
for the new center. “Such a research strategy

In Your Neighborhood

of having breached the agreement, eg. by
making an illegal copy,” says Graasvold.
“This means both a break with the way
copyright violations are usually pursued and
ordinary common sense. It is inconceivable
that Platekompaniet would take my entire
record collection if I was suspected of
unlawful use of one CD I have purchased
from them.”

Changes to Agreement
Amazon reserves the right to make
changes to the agreement at any time,
without the customer being notified or given
an opportunity to consent.
“This breaks with a fundamental
principle in both Norwegian and European
contract law that contracts shall be kept, and
that the parties can not unilaterally have the
power to change the agreement conditions,”
said Graasvold.
Threatens privacy
Amazon joins the ranks of the industry
with a problematic relation to privacy.
Graasvold warns that Norwegian consumers
should think hard about what whether or not
they want Amazon storing information about
what kind of content they keep stored on
their Kindle, and what they read, on Amazon
servers in the United States. Graasvold’s
concern is that for some, this information
could be problematic if it ever got into the
wrong hands.
20s died three days after receiving the swine
flu vaccine Pandemrix. The woman had
heart disease and preliminary results show
there is no connection between her death and
the vaccine.
“It is always tragic when a young
person dies. It was therefore important for
us to conduct thorough investigations to see
if the death could be related to the vaccine.
Therefore, an autopsy will be done as quickly
as possible,” said Dr. Steinar Madsen of the
Norwegian Medicines Agency NTB.
300,000 vaccinated so far
To date Norway has vaccinated 300,000
people, only eight of which have had adverse
side effects. The Directorate of Health, the
Pharmaceutical Administration and public
health officials are following up with those
that were adversely affected.
This story is a compilation of news
from Aftenposten, NRK and the Norwegian
Institute of Public Health. It was translated
by the staff at the Norwegian American
Weekly.
will need funding. The establishment of the
center, through the very generous grant from
the Norwegian Cancer Society, makes this
possible.”  
Open to all palliative care researchers
The center will be based on an open
invitation to all active researchers in palliative
care to participate. It was established in
Trondheim partly in recognition of the ability
of the NTNU Faculty of Medicine’s Pain
and Palliation Research Group to quickly
translate the results of clinical research
into new patient treatment. “I have been
collaborating with the Pain and Palliation
Research Group at the Faculty of Medicine,
NTNU, for almost a decade,” Caraceni said.
“The group in Trondheim is at the forefront
in palliative care research in Europe and
worldwide, with their capacity to plan and
conduct translational research from bench
to bedside, and their vision of a European
research agenda across national borders is
internationally recognized.”
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Tysvær Historical Society’s tour in Cleng Peerson’s footprints was a huge success due to the excellent
guiding service these three men provided. From left: Vidar Aarhus (from Aksdal), Knut Djupedal and
Lars Nilsen in Red Hook with the Statue of Liberty in the background.

In the footsteps...
(…continued from page 1)

in New York on the sloop Restauration.
Almost two centuries later, 18 members
of Tysvær Historical Society together with
Knut Djupedal, Director at the Norwegian
Emigrant Museum in Hamar, visited
America to walk in their footsteps. Half of
the sloopers, most of them Quakers, came
from Tysvær on the west coast of Norway.
I had the opportunity to take a tour
through Brooklyn with the group on
Sept.12. This special excursion was guided
by historian Lars Nilsen of the Norwegian
Immigration Association (NIA), who knows
the Norwegian history in New York better
than anyone.
We started our tour on the corner
of Market Street and Pike Slip in lower
Manhattan. This area by the East River
was the initial center for the immigrants
activity from 1840 to the late 1800s. Here
the Norwegian Churches also started
their efforts.
“This was the location of
Stavanger-Larsen’s sailor residence,” Lars
Nilsen pointed out before we jumped on the
train to South Brooklyn.
Next stop Carroll Gardens
It’s common knowledge that Bay Ridge,
in the southwest corner of the New York City
borough of Brooklyn, became the social hub
for the Norwegian immigrants after World
War II. But the fact that many Norwegians
settled in Carroll Gardens before World War
I, is far from well-known. Evidence of that
is a street running through it called Bergen
Street. Even if most traces of the Norwegian
immigrants have been erased, a few signs are
still intact. Such as the name “Frelsesarmeen”
carved on the wall of Eileen Dugan Senior
Center, which once was the Norwegian
Salvation Army Center. During our journey
we visited Carroll Park and took a closer
look at the soldiers and sailors monument of
those from the area, who fell during World
War I, we were surprised to see numerous
Norwegian names listed on the monument.
Many of the visitors had brought
with them addresses scribbled on pieces
of paper, in hope of finding the homes
where their family members had once
lived. We excitedly explored the peaceful
neighborhoods of Carroll Gardens, when
we suddenly found 303 Carroll Street. This
was an emotional moment for Dagfinn
Silgjerd, who could finally take a glance at
the house his grandfather lived in for many
years. Dagfinn’s grandfather died in a tragic
accident, before he was able to bring his
family to America.

On the corner of Clinton Street and First
Place, we found the old Norwegian Seamen’s
Church. This former house of worship was
converted into apartments after the church
moved to Manhattan. Not far from the old
culture center we admired the beautiful Hans
S. Christian Memorial.
“This house was built in memory of
a successful Norwegian immigrant, who
died in 1896. He owned a building supply
company on the Gowanus Canal and second
street,” explained our knowledgeable guide.
Red Hook and Bay Ridge
“As the shipping industry moved from
lower Manhattan to Brooklyn, the Norwegian
center moved to Hamilton Avenue in Red
Hook until the 1920s, before it gradually
moved to 4th and 5th Street in Bay Ridge,”
said Nilsen.
During its height, the Norwegian
community consisted of more than 60,000
individuals, he explained.
In a bohemian neighborhood on Pioneer
Street in Red Hook, we found the first
Norwegian Seamen’s Church. In 1878 the
Seamen’s Mission in Bergen sent Ole Bugge
Asperheim to establish a church in New
York. This church was an active Norwegian
stronghold for 50 years, before it moved to
Clinton Street.
After a lot of walking, we took a
well-deserved break at Fairway Market,
beautifully located right on the water. We
enjoyed a magnificent view of the Statue of
Liberty while eating tasty sandwiches at the
outdoor cafe.
Laughing and having a great time,
we climbed onto a bus that took us to the
Norwegian Christian Home and Health
Center, located near Bay Ridge. Here
we explored NIA’s wonderful exhibit:
“Norwegians on the Waters around
New York.” This is a salute to the many
Norwegians who played a dynamic part in
the building of our modern New York.
Many of the first Norwegian immigrants,
and those who followed them, moved out of
crowded areas to the “freer West,” so did
the 18 members of the Tysvær Historical
Society. After two days in New York they
continued their journey through six states,
from New York to Chicago.
This unique heritage tour was arranged
in collaboration between Brekke Tours in
North Dakota and the Norwegian Emigrant
Museum in Hamar. Knut Djupedal is
currently planning another trip for 2010,
which will follow the Norwegian footprints
from the Midwest to Seattle.
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Norwegian Heritage

Rønningen Ramblings

Services
• Financial Planning

with Heidi Håvan Grosch

• Retirement Planning
• Investment Strategies
• Insurance* Analysis

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

• Succession Planning

Judy A. Cooper

• Charitable Giving

Financial Advisor

• Business Planning

Judycooper@wradvisors.com

*Insurance products are provided

2601 • 4th Avenue, Suite 450 • Seattle, WA 98121
Tel: (206) 283-6661 x 103

through insurance companies with which
Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.

“Å strikke eller ikke strikke (to knit or not to knit)
—is there even a question?

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

1.800.870.7688

Category / Period

A - Ford Ka
B - Ford Fiesta
C - Ford Focus
E - VW Passat
J - Ford Mondeo Automatic
N - Volvo V70 Wagon

Scandinavian owned & operated

1 week

2 weeks

NOK / Approx $

2492 / $ 428
2534 / $ 435
2800 / $ 480
3283 / $ 563
4137 / $ 710
4494 / $ 772

NOK / Approx $

4634 / $ 795
4704 / $ 808
5208 / $ 894
6104 / $ 1048
7686 / $ 1320
8344 / $ 1433

*All prices are in Norwegian Kroner, rates include unlimited km’s, liability insurance & VAT tax

Please see www.ViKiNgCARClub.COm
for a complete listing of vehicles & rates

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com

Book Your Christmas Trip To Norway Today!
For The Best Rate, Book Your Airfare Early!
• Highly competitive prices
• Personal, professional service
• Cruise and train arrangements
• Tailor-made travel plans to Norway
• Experienced, multi-lingual travel consultants

7906 Fifth Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free: (800) 822-5838 • Fax: (718) 238-3604

Norway Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com • email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com
NOVEMBER 6, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

Winter is definitely on its way because
everywhere you go the knitting needles
are out. I was at a knitting event the
other night and hope my staring didn’t
offend… for there they sat, Norwegian
women of every generation (including a
girl of around 10) clicking away on socks,
mittens, strømpebukser (the woolen tights
every Norwegian child under five wears) or
sweaters. One woman was demonstrating
some of her latest creations – crocheted
dresses designed to wear over black tops and
leggings and crocheted bolero jackets.
“I can do this,” I told myself, taking out
my half-finished mitten (started a year ago),
squinting my eyes in the candlelight and
tucking my elbows in so I wouldn’t poke
anyone’s eye out.
For those of you who practice this fine
art of knitting, and actually get things done,
I applaud you. And it is for you that I write
this column today.
The SELBU pattern, that traditional
rose pattern knitted in black and white and
so often associated with Norway, originated
in the town of Selbu (south of Trondheim) in
the 1850s. It appears that young Marit from
the Gullsetbrua farm needed something to
keep her hands busy while she looked after
the cows up in the hills during the summer.
She is credited with the design’s creation.
The traditional rose pattern (and other
genuine Selbu knitwear) is made from the
undyed wool of black and white sheep (thus
the black and white colors). What started
as garments intended for family use and
wedding gifts from the bride to her guests,
developed into a successful industry in the
1890s, and it was common to see almost
every member of the community (men
included) knitting during their spare time.
The Selbu knitting business reached its

Photo: Heidi Håvan Grosch

peak between World War I and World War
II. Today you can find the Selbu pattern
knitted in a variety of colors and variations
(there are over 300 registered designs), and
it still remains distinctive as a “Norwegian”
pattern.
The book, Selbuvotter: Biography of a
Knitting Tradition by Terri Shea, contains
the history of Selbu knitting and thirty
different patterns.
The Selbu Museum of Knitting in
Selbu highlights the history of the knitting
craft, dating back to the 1850s.
The Museum of Norwegian Knitting
Industry (Norsk Trikotasjemuseum) outside
Bergen in the old Salhus Tricotagefabrik
(Salhus Knitting Mill - www.bergen-guide.
com/271.htm) was founded in 1859 as the
first fully mechanized knitwear factory in
Norway. They covered their customers from
head to toe, making underwear, socks and
warm sweaters.
I looks like I have some new destinations
to explore and perhaps, once inspired, my
single mitten will one day have a thumb.

Some interesting information for knitters…
2 rett, 2 vrang = knit 2, purl 2
avmaskning = casting or binding off
hekle = crochet
garn = yarn
legg opp = cast on

omgang = row, round
monster = pattern
pinne = needle
tovet = felting

Some Web sites…
www.garnstudio.com/lang/no/ordliste.php?liste=intl
A free list of knitting terms in Norwegian, English, German, Estonian and French

www.knittinghistory.co.uk (in English)
There really is an organization for everything! This is a group of people that study and
celebrate the history of knitting.
www.spellingtuesday.com/norwegian.html
A simple explanation and step-by-step rundown of Norwegian knitting terms (in English)

www.sheeptoshawl.com/2007-07-31p102-105.pdf
(PDF file from Sheep to Shawl about knitting in Norway, specifically the lusekofte (lice
jacket) from the Setesdal valley
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Special Holiday Calendar

Get ready to celebrate
Upcoming events including

holiday bazaars, luncheons, lutefisk dinners, julebords & more!

This is just a few of many great holiday events going on around the country, to check them all out visit www.norway.com/calendar. To submit an event email naw@norway.com
Arizona

Lutefisk Dinner & Julebord
December 15
Boise, Idaho
The Sons of Norway Grondal Lodge invites you to celebrate Christmas. This
event is open to the public. Tickets must
be purchased by Dec. 10. For more information, contact Lorna Niehay (208) 3210731or lnieh30@aol.com.

Nordic Fair
December 5
Tucson, Ariz.
The event will take place at Streams of
the Desert Lutheran Church, and is cosponsored by the Norse Federation, Sons
of Norway, VASA, the Finnish Club, Danish Club, and individual vendors. Join us
for delicious Nordic foods, baked goods,
and crafts. Folk dancers and and musicians will entertain throughout the day.
For more information, contact Solveig at
palanek@comcast.net.

Illinois

Scandinavian Christmas Bazaar
November 14
Phoenix, Ariz.
Handcrafted arts, crafts, clothing and jewelry. Lots of delicious Scandinavian food.
Door open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Shepard of
the Valley Lutheran Church. Free admission.

California

Christmas Bazaar at the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church
November 20-21
San Francisco, Calif.
Enjoy two fun days the bazaar, crafts, food
and more! Doors open at 10 a.m.
Annual Christmas Bazaar at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church
November 20-22
San Pedro, Calif.
Join in the fun at the church’s biggest
fundraiser of the year, a Christmas bazaar
you won’t want to miss! Call (310) 8326800 for more information.
Christmas Luncheon
December 8
San Pedro, Calif.
A service of all Norwegian Christmas
food at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church.
$25 per person. RSVP by Dec. 5 at (310)
832-6800

Florida

Christmas Bazaar at the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church
November 21
Miami, Fla.
Sales of Christmas gifts, Christmas food,
Christmas decorations, lots to choose
from! Café: Sandwiches, wiener sausages, cakes, waffles and coffee, and Willy’s
Christmas Plate! 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Idaho

12th Annual Grondal Lodge Bazaar
and Lunch
November 5
Boise, Idaho
Featuring Scandinavian vendors, baked
goods (lots of lefse), woodcarvings, rosemalings, and decorations. Live music:
Scandinavian Triplets, Family dancers to
perform! Lunch served: Yellow pea soup,
open-face sandwiches, baked goods, and
lefse! For more information, contact Lorna Niehay at (208) 321-0731 or lnieh30@
aol.com.

Heritage Festival
November 14
Palatine, Ill.
The Sons of Norway Skjold Lodge invites
you to join in the fun of their Heritage
Festival! The festival begins at 11 a.m. at
Bethel Lutheran Church, and will feature
exhibits, food, and excellent company. For
more information, contact Solveig Bender
at sbender935@aol.com.
Julejentenes Christmas Bazaar
November 21
Chicago, Ill.
Get your Christmas shopping done early
at the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial
Church Christmas bazaar. The event will
also include a lot of delicious food! From
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Iowa

Norwegian Christmas Weekend
December 5-6
Decorah, Iowa
Experience the living traditions of a Norwegian Christmas at Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. each day. A lively event that
appeals to all ages, the Norwegian Christmas Weekend features folk-art demonstrations, live music, a book signing, Scandinavian food, and many holiday traditions,
both old and new. Museum admission is
free.

Maine

Julfest
December 5
Topsham, Maine
Maine Nordmenn #3-664 will hold their
annual from noon until 4:00 p.m. at the
Sky-Hy Convention Center in Topsham,
Maine. Come and enjoy a Norwegian
smørgasbord, desserts, a silent auction.
and more! For more information contact
Robert Boylestad at Rboylestad@aol.com
or (207) 828-5710. All are welcome.

NEW YORK

Julebasar/Christmas Fair at the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church
November 19-21
New York, N.Y.
Norwegian handicrafts, woodcrafts, nisser, knitwear, decorations, and more! Great
raffle prizes and a large selection of Norwegian food. A fun event starting at noon
at Nov. 19.
Alexander Rybak “Fairytale” concert
November 21
Brooklyn, N.Y.
“Fairytale” by Norwegian Alexander Rybak, winner of the 2009 Eurovision Song

Contest! Join the millions of Europeans
who gave their hearts and votes to this
magical prince from a fairy tale. Alexander Rybak will perform at the New York
Millennium Theatre at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
For more information and to purchase
tickets, visit www.russianconsulting.com/
show.
Annual Holiday Concert with the
Scandinavian Chamber Orchestra
December 13
New York, N.Y.
Scandinavia House hosts the concert at 4
p.m. $25 ($15 ASF members). The Scandinavian Chamber Orchestra of New York
returns to Scandinavia House for its annual holiday concert. Led by its founders
Per Tengstrand and Magnus Martensson,
SCO will perform classical works along
with traditional Scandinavian Christmas
music in a special concert that celebrates
the magic of the holidays in Scandinavia.
Julebord - Holiday Dinner Buffet
December 16
New York, N.Y.
Save the date for Julebord, taking place
this year at Scandinavia House. Event
begins with cocktail reception at 6 p.m.,
with dinner seating following at 6:45 p.m.
For more information contact Scandinavia
House.

Ohio

Dr. Wayne Munson lecture on
“friluftsliv”
November 20
Kent, Ohio
Dr. Wayne Munson presents a lecture for
International Education Week at Kent
State University. Come to Moulton Hall
Ballroom, 11:30-1:30 p.m. and learn how
the open air life “friluftsliv” is the foundation of the Norwegian culture and lifestyle. For more information, visit www.
ehhs.kent.edu/ciie/events/international.
ed.week.efm.

Texas

Christmas Bazaar at the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church
November 13-15
Houston, Texas
Come and experience the culture and flavor of Scandinavia in Houston! Christmas
gifts, baked goods, Scandinavin foods nad
more! Opening hours: Nov. 13 11 a.m. – 5
p.m., Nov. 14 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Nov. 15
12 – 4 p.m.

WASHINGTON

Nordic Fest with Daughters of Norway
November 14
Langley, Wash.
Nordic Fest will be held from 9:30 to 3:30
on at South Whidbey High School. Come
and enjoy delicious treats. There will be
music, entertainment and demonstrations
as well as vendors. Admission is free and
there are interests and activities for all
ages. It is always great fun, so come join
us!

2009 Yulefest
November 21-22
Seattle, Wash.
The Nordic Heritage Museum invites
you all to begin the holiday season at this
year’s Yulefest 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days.
This Nordic Christmas celebration offers
hundreds of hand-crafted gifts, a jubilee of
Scandinavian musical performances, and
traditional Nordic cuisine that will certainly inspire holiday cheer.
Lutefisk Dinner
November 22
Grays Harbor, Wash.
The Grays Harbor Sons of Norway Lodge
invites you to join in the fun of their Annual Lutefisk Dinner! Seatings will be at
2, 4, and 6 p.m. Menu includes Lutefisk
with melted butter or cream sauce, meatballs and gravy, coleslaw, potatoes, glazed
carrots, lefse and Scandinavian cookies
for dessert. Reservations are needed, so
please call (360) 533-2827 to save your
spot today!
NACC Annual Christmas Julebord
December 4
Seattle, Wash.
Begins at 11:30 a.m. with a champagne
reception, and the traditional luncheon begins at noon at the Seattle Golf Club. Reservations are required for this event. For
more information, contact Inge at naccseattle@gmail.com or (206) 441-9298.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Giant Model Train Launch and Toys
for Tots Kick-Off
November 24
Union Station, Washington, D.C.
Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen will
be present at the start of the Norwegian
model train at Union Station which also
marks the regional kick-off for the 2009
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots
campaign. 9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Tree Lighting
December 3
Union Station, Washington, D.C.
Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen flips
the switch to light the 32-foot-tall Christmas tree. A representative from Mayor
Fenty’s Office will accept the tree on behalf of the people of Washington, D.C.
Admission: free. For more information
call (202) 333-6000 or visit www.norway.
org.

Virginia

Norwegian-American Holiday
Bazaar
December 4-5
Fairfax, Va.
Norwegian-American organizations host
a shopping extravaganza featuring traditional crafts from Norway, including hand
made items, jewelery, calendars, trolls,
dolls, holiday ornaments, pewter items,
sweaters, and food. At the Elks Club of
Fairfax. For more information call (202)
333-6000.
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Venner.
Make the most of your time – fly smoothly and comfortably to your
friends and family. By the way, “Venner” means friends in Norwegian.
Check out all our timetables and destinations at flysas.com/us.
Welcome onboard!
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Go to Scandinav
deals to

Copenhagen Stockholm Oslo Helsinki Gothenburg Stavanger*
flysas.com/us
*

Check out all our destinations and timetables at www.flysas.com.

