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News in brief
International

Last week’s death sentences in
Egypt are unacceptable, says
Norwegian Minister of Foreign
Affairs Børge Brende. “It is
completely unacceptable that
more than 500 people have been
condemned to death in a summary trial. The conduct of the trial
gives cause for concern about
the fundamental standards of the
Egyptian legal system,” Brende
says. On Monday 24 March,
529 people were condemned to
death by a court in Minya. Several hundred of them were convicted in absentia. According to
the defendants’ lawyers, they
were not given the opportunity
to defend their clients properly,
and only two court sessions
were held before the verdict was
handed down.
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Norway welcomes the peace
agreement signed Thursday by
the Philippine Government and
the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front, says Foreign Minister
Børge Brende. The agreement
brings an end to the conflict on
the second largest island in the
Philippines, Mindanao. Tens of
thousands of people have been
killed and several thousand
have been internally displaced
as a result of the protracted
conflict.
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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Stoltenberg new NATO head
North Atlantic
Council appoints
former PM
Norway Post / NRK
The North Atlantic Council
has appointed former Norwegian
prime minister Jens Stoltenberg
as the next Secretary General of
NATO and Chairman of the North
Atlantic Council.
He will replace Denmark’s
Anders Fogh Rasmussen.
Mr. Stoltenberg (55) will assume his functions as Secretary
General on 1 October 2014, when
Mr. Fogh Rasmussen steps down
after five years and two months at
the helm of the 28-nation defence
alliance.
Stoltenberg served as Norway’s prime minister twice, for 18

See > nato page 6

Former Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg will be the next leader of NATO.

Abel prize given
in mathematics
Russian mathematician Yakov G. Sinai of
Princeton awarded the prestigious prize
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The Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters has decided to
award the Abel Prize for 2014 to
Yakov G. Sinai (78) of Princeton
University, USA, and the Landau
Institute for Theoretical Physics,
Russian Academy of Sciences,”for
his fundamental contributions to
dynamical systems, ergodic theory,
and mathematical physics.” The
President of the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, Nils
Chr. Stenseth, announced the winner of the 2014 Abel Prize at the
Academy in Oslo today, 26 March.
Yakov G. Sinai will receive the
Abel Prize from His Royal Highness The Crown Prince at an award
ceremony in Oslo on 20 May.
The Abel Prize recognizes
contributions of extraordinary
depth and influence to the mathematical sciences and has been
awarded annually since 2003.

Photo: Magnus Fröderberg

Diplomacy for “Sale”
The continuing saga of George Tsunis,
unqualified ambassador nominee
Lina Aas-Helseth

Norwegian American Weekly

George James Tsunis, a hotel magnate, was earlier this year
nominated as the U.S. ambassador
to Norway, and this has caused
quite the stir in the media lately.
Tsunis, who is worth over $85
million, has been involved with
campaigns since the 1980s, and the

fact that he has been a key donor to
Democrats and Republicans alike
doesn’t hurt either.
When Tsunis testified before
the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee on Jan. 23, he was asked
by Senator John McCain what he
knew about Norway. It proved that
Tsunis was unfamiliar with the

See > tsunis, page 6

Win at Eurodok
Photo: Princeton University,
Department of Mathematics
Yakov G. Sinai

It carries a cash award of NOK
6,000,000 (about EUR 750,000 or
USD 1 million).
Yakov Sinai is one of the most
influential mathematicians of the
twentieth century. He has achieved
numerous groundbreaking results
in the theory of dynamical sys-

See > math, page 13

Norwegian film
wins audience prize
Special Release

Norwegian Film Institute

The European documentary film festival Eurodok ended
on Sunday 23 March after five
days of screenings at Oslo’s Film
House. The program included 30
documentaries, and 3,100 people

See > eurodok, page 15

Photo courtesy of NFI
“No Word for Worry” documents a
little-known island people.
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Nyheter
Bøndene har fjernet YouTube-hit

Tidligere i år begynte en bondefamilie
å leke med tanken om å treffe Landbruks- og matminister Sylvi Listhaugs
(Frp) hjerte med litt uvante midler. Resultatet ble en musikkvideo der bondens hverdag i fjøsdresser og støvler
ble vist fram med både humor og alvor. Nå er imidlertid videoen «Kæ seie
bonden» fjernet fra YouTube. — Sony
har anmodet oss om å ta vekk videoen «Kæ seie bonden» fra nettet, og
det har vi gjort inntil videre, sier Lise
Boeck Jakobsen, kommunikasjonssjef
i Norges Bondelag, til NRK. Videoen
til Norsk Bondelag spiller kraftig på
Ylvis-brødrene sin hit «What does the
Fox say?», og det er derfor plateselskapet Sony har reagert. — Kæ seie
Sony? — Vi er i dialog med dem, og
vi håper at vi får vise fram videoen vår
igjen neste uke, sier Boeck Jakobsen.
Ifølge kommunikasjonssjefen hadde
aldri noen i Norsk Bondelag trodd at
videoen skulle bli en så stor suksess.
(NRK)

Mange bibliotek vil bli debattarenaer

Til sammen er 12,1 millioner fordelt
mellom de ulike prosjektene. Midlene
ble utlyst i januar etter at regjeringen
satt av beløpet i kulturbudsjettet. —
Både store og små folkebibliotek har
fått støtte, og mottakerne er fordelt på
alle landets fylker, sier avdelingsdirektør Svein Arne Tinnesand i Nasjonalbiblioteket. Han sier at mange av prosjektene bygger på samarbeid mellom
bibliotek i ulike kommuner, og flere
av samarbeidsprosjektene har fylkesbiblioteket som koordinator. Tildelingen av midlene skal bidra til å gjøre
bibliotekene bedre rustet til å oppfylle
formålsparagrafen i den nye bibliotekloven, som trådte i kraft 1. januar. Her
heter det at folkebibliotekene skal
være uavhengige møteplasser og arenaer for offentlig samtale og debatt. 96
søknader med en samlet søknadssum
på over 26 millioner kroner kom inn
innen søknadsfristen i februar.
(Aftenposten)

Beinfunn stammer fra menneske

Torsdag ettermiddag dukket det opp
noe som kunne ligne på et lårbein i
forbindelse med gravearbeider i Gamlebyen i Fredrikstad. Nå er det klart
at det stammer fra et menneske. — I
nabokvartalet her vet vi at det var en
kirkegård på 1600- og 1700-tallet som
tilhørte hospitalet. Det var en kirkegård for de aller fattigste. Det er ikke
langt herfra, så det er sannsynlig at
dette kan settes i sammenheng, sier
Lars Ole Klavestad, fra fylkeskonservatoren, som fredag tok turen for å se
nærmere på funnet. Han kan foreløpig
ikke si nøyaktig hvor gammel beinet
er eller om det stammer fra en mann
eller kvinne. — Det er sannsynligvis
fra 1650 til 1740. Vi har ikke studert
materialet godt enda, men det er jo
interessant å gjøre sånne funn fra den
tidlige delen av Fredrikstad bys historie, sier Klavestad. I løpet av dagen
dukket enda flere bein opp, men det er
ikke de eneste funnene som er gjort.
— Vi gjorde veldig interessante funn
her tidligere i dag, forteller Klavestad.
(NRK)

Nyheter fra Norge
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Nøkkelhullet kan bli trangere
Kravene til matvarer med
Nøkkelhull skal skjerpes.
Forbrukerrådet frykter at
kravene bak ordningen
ikke blir strenge nok
VG

Mattilsynets forslag til reviderte nøkkelhullforskrifter er ikke strenge nok, skriver
Forbrukerrådet i sitt høringssvar til reviderte
kriterier for Nøkkelhullet.
I tillegg mener de at Nøkkelhullet i
fremtiden må kompletteres med en negativ
merking når det gjelder sukker, salt, fett og
mettet fett. Oppdaterte regler vil bli iverksatt
fra 1. januar 2016.
I forslaget til nye nøkkelhullforskrifter,
reagerer Forbrukerrådet spesielt på at det
ikke stilles strengere krav til både salt og
fullkorn.
— Med kostholdsutfordringene vi står
overfor og vekten nøkkelhullet tillegges
av norske helsemyndigheter, må det settes
strengere krav. Dette gjelder ikke minst innholdet av salt og fullkorn, sier fagdirektør
Gunstein Instefjord i Forbrukerrådet.
Instefjord mener kravene i de nye nøkkelhullforskriftene på flere områder er for
snille. Samtidig som matgrupper som yoghurt er utelatt.
Forbrukerrådet skriver videre i sitt
høringssvar at Mattilsynet gir uttrykk for
at kriteriene på en del områder burde vært
strengere, noe som indikerer at det er tver-

Norsk pizza med det nøkkelhullet symbolet.

rnasjonale forskjeller og motstridende interesser.
Instefjord reagerer også på at matmyndighetene foreslår skjerpete saltkrav på noen
områder, mens det samtidig er grupper hvor
det tillates for mye salt.
— For ost er kravene senket og nivået
for kjøtt- og fiskeprodukter er for høyt, sier
Instefjord.
Saltinntaket i den norske befolkningen
er i dag dobbelt så høyt som helsemyndighetene ønsker.
— Vi hadde forventet strengere krav,
ikke minst så lenge helsemyndighetene om-

Foto: VG

taler nøkkelhullet som det viktigste tiltaket
for å redusere saltbruken, sier Instefjord.
De foreslår at Nøkkelhullet i fremtiden
må ha en form for negativmerking når det
gjelder salt, sukker, fett og mettet fett.
Fordi dette vil utgjøre et sterkere insentiv for produktutvikling og samtidig gi bedre
forbrukerinformasjon, skriver de i høringssvaret.
English Synopsis: The Norwegian Consumer Council argues that requirements for food product to be
labeled healthy (marked by a keyhole symbol) must
be strenthened. It also believes that unhealthy foods
should be marked with a negative symbol.

Oslo Ap vil forby
utslippskjøretøy

Ny terminal på Flesland

Aftenposten

I dag gav styret i Avinor grønt lys for
å gjennomføre utbyggingen av ny terminal
på Bergen lufthavn. Terminalen skal stå klar
i 2017 og vil øke kapasiteten på flyplassen
kraftig. Det får Naturvernforbundet til å se
rødt.
Dette er virkelig en dårlig nyhet for
alle som er opptatt av hvordan det skal gå
med klimaet på kloden, sier styremedlem i
Naturvernforbundet i Hordaland, Gabriel
Fliflet.
— Men tilsier ikke passasjerpresset på
Flesland at det er behov for en utvidelse?
— Presset er der fordi norske politikere lar det være så billig å forurense. Norske
politikere burde følge i fotsporene til Storbritannia og Tyskland som har økt avgiftene
på utenlandsreiser med fly, mener Fliflet.
I motsetning til Naturvernforbundet er
Høyres Øyvind Halleraker meget fornøyd
med vedtaket.
— Dette er en gledens dag for Hordaland og Bergen. Nå sikrer vi fremdriften og
utbyggingen av terminalen som nå kan stå
ferdig i 2017.
Han mener flyplassen er overmoden for
utvidelse.
— Nå vil vi få en moderne og hensiktsmessig terminal og ikke en trang og vanskelig tilgjengelig terminal som vi har vokst
fra for lenge siden, sier Halleraker.
Avinor fryktet lenge manglende finansiering, men i midten av mars lovet samferdselsminister Ketil Solvik-Olsen at han ville

Mens Avinor jubler, er
All biltrafikk inn til hoved- Naturvernforbundet kritisk til utvidelsen
staden må skje med
Aftenposten
nullutslippskjøretøy
— I forslaget vårt skriver vi senest innen
2035, men det må betraktes som et symbolsk
årstall. Vi er ikke firkantet på det. Det kan
hende at noen synes det er for lenge til eller
omvendt, sier leder Jan Bøhler i Oslo Ap og
nestleder Grete Haugdal til Dagsavisen.
Forslaget er del av Oslo Arbeiderpartis
utkast til ny miljøpolitikk, utarbeidet av en
arbeidsgruppe med Haugdal og Oslo AUF i
spissen.
Haugdal og Bøhler mener det er behov
for sterkere virkemidler for å redusere lokal
helseskadelig luftforurensning og utslipp av
klimagasser. Bøhler bedyrer at forslaget ikke
er et angrep på bilen.
— Vi vil at folk skal ha frihet til å bruke
bil, men i Oslo og de andre store byene er det
ikke liv laget for sterkt forurensende biler i
framtiden. Vi må nå sette en klar grense, akkurat som ved innføringen av røykeloven,
for hvor lenge vi skal kunne kjøre inn i Oslo
med slike biler. Ved å gjøre det vil både bilistene og bilfabrikantene få mulighet til å omstille seg, slik at vi får en overgang til biler
som ikke forurenser, sier Bøhler.
Forsker Erik Figenbaum ved Transportøkonomisk institutt mener det per i dag
er umulig å forutsi når nullutslippsbiler blir
vanligere enn fossilbiler.
English Synopsis: The Oslo Labor Party wants to ban
all gas and diesel cars from the city by 2035.

Foto: peterhaza / Wikimedia Commons
Inngangen til Bergen lufthavn.

komme med en løsning.
— Samferdselsdepartementet har gitt
oss et utbyttefritak på resultat over en milliard kroner. Det har vært et solid bidrag til å
få på plass en løsning, sier lufthavnsjef Aslak
Sverdrup i Avinor.
I likhet med Halleraker er Sverdrup
storfornøyd med klarsignalet.
— Vi gleder oss stort over dette. Utvidelsen er viktig for at vi skal kunne løse
samfunnsoppdraget vårt, for at vi skal øke
servicenivået for våre kunder og for muliggjøringen av nye ruter, sier han.
— I dag har Flesland rundt seks millioner passasjerer. Med den trafikkutviklingen
som forventes, legges det opp til en kapasitetsøkning til opp mot 10 millioner passasjerer i året.
English Synopsis: Avinor is building a new terminal
at the Bergen Airport, and the Norwegian Society for
the Conservation of Nature disapproves.
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No Russian military activities EU demands

increased funds

Norway has suspended all
scheduled bilateral military
activities with Russia until May

Negotiations continue in
Economic Area agreement

Staff Compilation

Norway Post / NRK / Ministry of Defense

Norway Post / Aftenposten

Norway has decided to suspend all
scheduled bilateral military activities with
Russia until the end of May 2014, Defense
Minister Ine Eriksen Søreide has announced.
“Norway condemns Russia’s annexation
of the Ukrainian Autonomous Republic of
Crimea and the use of armed force in Ukraine.
This is a clear violation of international
law and an unacceptable course of action
that must have consequences. Norway has
therefore informed Russian authorities of
its decision to suspend all planned bilateral
military activities between Norway and
Russia until the end of May 2014. At that
point we will make a renewed assessment
of any subsequent planned activities in light
of developments in the situation in Ukraine
as well as any further actions taken by the

Prime Minister Erna Solberg says the
EU has asked for “considerable funds” from
Norway during negotiations for the European Economic Area (EEA). The past five
years Liechtenstein, Iceland, and Norway,
have contributed NOK 14 billion to the EU,
to be used to support projects in the poorest
EU-countries.
Norway pays 97 percent of this share.
There is no formal fee for the European Economic Area agreement, which secures Norway’s access to EU’s market, but
it is perceived this way. Negotiations on how
much Norway, Iceland, and Switzerland
should pay started in January.
“These processes move slowly,” says
Erna Solberg. She does not want to say how
much funding the EU has asked for.

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
Russian Navy Udaloy-class destroyer RFS Admiral Panteleyev.

Russian government. We will also discuss
any further suspension with our NATO
allies,” says Norwegian Minister of Defense
Ine Eriksen Søreide.
In line with previous announcements
Norway will suspend its participation in the
planned naval exercise “Northern Eagle,”
as well as any preparations for the exercise.

See > russia, page 13

WMO’s annual climate statement
2013 tied with 2007 as the sixth warmest on record,
continuing the long-term global warming trend
Marit Fosse

Geneva, Switzerland
The WMO annual statement on the status of the climate was presented by WMO
Secretary-General, Michel Jarraud, in Geneva this week, and it will come as no surprise
that the year 2013 once again demonstrated
the dramatic impact of droughts, heat waves,
floods and tropical cyclones on people and
property in all parts of the planet. The report confirmed that 2013 tied with 2007 as
the sixth warmest on record, continuing the
long-term global warming trend. It provided
a snapshot of regional and national temperatures and extreme events as well as details
of ice cover, ocean warming, sea level rise
and greenhouse gas concentrations—all inter-related and consistent indicators of our
changing climate.
“Naturally occurring phenomena such

as volcanic eruptions or El Niño and La Niña
events have always contributed to frame our
climate, influence temperatures, or cause
disasters like droughts and floods,” said Jarraud. “But many of the extreme events of
2013 were consistent with what we would
expect as a result of human-induced climate
change,” he continued. “We saw heavier precipitation, more intense heat, and more damage from storm surges and coastal flooding
as a result of sea level rise—as Typhoon Haiyan so tragically demonstrated in the Philippines.”
Thirteen of the fourteen warmest years
on record have all occurred in the 21st century, and each of the last three decades has
been warmer than the previous one, culminating with 2001-2010 as the warmest
decade on record. The average global land

This week in brief
Norwegians spend more time on the
Internet

A larger portion of the population spent
time on the Internet in 2013 compared
to 2012. The percentage reading printed papers and spending time watching
TV per day is declining, according to
Norway Statistics (SSB). In 2013 the
percentage of people spending time on
the Internet every day increased from
80 to 85 percent. Actual time spent on
the Internet has also increased; from 95
minutes to 112. The increase applies to
both genders and all age groups except
the most elderly. There has been a decline in reading printed newspapers on
an average day among persons aged
9-79 years in the last year. In 2013, 51
percent of the population read one or
more printed newspapers on an average day, compared to 55 percent in
2012. In 1997, the percentage was 84.
The proportion watching TV on an average day, i.e. watching transmissions
from different channels, has remained
fairly stable in recent years, at slightly
more than 80 percent. In the last two
years there has been a decline from
77 percent to 74 percent. The decline
primarily applies to persons in the age
group 16-24 years. Time spent watching TV has also declined considerably,
from 157 minutes in 2011 to 132 minutes in 2013.
(NRK / SSB)

Norwegian food production will become increasingly important

Photo: World Meteorological Organization
The full report, which paints a rather grim picture, is available online at www.wmo.int.

See > climate, page 13

Two out of three respondents in a recent survey believe that Norwegian
food production will become more
important in the future in order to secure people’s food supply. Whereas
the majority thinks that Norwegian
food production will become increasingly important, 17 percent of respondents believe that imported foods will
be enough to cover Norway’s food
demand. In 2012, 43 percent of Norway’s food consumption was products
that had been produced in Norway, a
five percent decline from 2011. A decline in the production of food grains
is the main reason for the reduction.
(Norway Post / Aftenposten)
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Business
Business News & Notes

Statoil enters Myanmar offshore

Kongsberg maritime technology chosen for
Brazil

Norwegian energy provider Statoil, together with partner ConocoPhillips, have been
awarded a deep-water exploration block in
the Myanmar waters of Bay of Bengal.
The award represents a new country
entry for Statoil, now operating in 34 countries. The license has been awarded to Statoil
and ConocoPhillips, each with a 50% equity
share and with Statoil as the operator.
“This is a large and virtually unexplored
area in a basin with a proven petroleum system and thick sedimentary deposits. With
this award, we have accessed at scale in
another frontier acreage with significant upside, in line with our exploration strategy,”
says Erling Vågnes, senior VP for Statoil’s
exploration in the Eastern hemisphere.
“We have been following the development in Myanmar closely since 2011.
Through several visits we have established
a good relationship with the authorities, and
we have had a continuous dialogue with
Norwegian authorities and drawn upon experience from other Norwegian companies
present in the country. We look forward to
contributing to the further development of
the energy sector in Myanmar with our competence and capacity,” says Vågnes.
(Statoil)

(March 31, 2014)
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A small company
with big technology
Sensor Developments has award-winning
down-hole solutions for the oil and gas industry

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance
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Norwegian company Kongsberg Maritime
has been chosen to deliver substantial technology packages for ten new pipelaying vessels ordered by Brazilian multinational energy corporation, Petrobras.
In contracts valued approx. NOK 118
Million, the scope of supply includes Kongsberg Maritime’s leading offshore vessel
technology including Dynamic Positioning
(DP), position reference systems, propulsion
control, and automation.
Six 550-tonne laying tension capacity
pipelayers will be built in the Netherlands
for delivery in 2015 and 2016. Three of the
vessels, for Subsea 7, are identical designs
to the recently launched “Seven Waves.”
Kongsberg Maritime’s Thruster Control and
Vessel Management Systems will also be
supplied and will engage in transportation
and installation of flexible flowlines and umbilicals in water depths up to 3,000m.
The other three vessels to be built at
IHC Merwede will be operated by Seabras
Sapura, the partnership between SapuraKencana and Seadrill. Kongsberg Maritime
will deliver similar dynamic positioning and
thruster control systems.
(Kongsberg)
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Winners

Name

InterOil
Petrolia
Birdstep Technology
Biotec Pharmacon
TGS-NOPEC

Losers

NOK

Change

2.24
11.90
4.51
17.80
196.3

8.74%
5.78%
5.13%
3.49%
3.04%

Name

Solvang
AGR Group
Northland Resources
EMS Seven Seas
Funcom

NOK

Change

21.70 -9.21%
5.30 -5.36%
2.44 -4.69%
4.40 -4.35%
5.87 -4.08%

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.
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Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care Insurance
Should you consider it?
Call me for honest straightforward advice.

(206)362-5913

www.obergltc.com

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2501 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

An oil platform in the North Sea.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Sensor Developments is a small company that provides innovative solutions to
address industry challenges in the upstream
oil and gas industry, with a specific focus in
design and manufacture of down-hole monitoring systems. The company was started in
2004 by the entrepreneur Øivind Godager. In
2012 sales were 40 million NOK and profits
5,4 million. The company employs 20 people and is located outside of Sandefjord in
the eastern part of Norway, 110 km south of
Oslo. Chairwoman is Kirsti Kierulf.
Sensor Developments, and their LinX
Technology platform, won the Regional Final
for the DNB Innovation Award some years
ago. DNB is the largest financial institution
in Norway. The reason was that the company
with its technology had taken action on an
important challenge with great international
and national potential. The technology has a
potential for generating profit by increasing
wells’ profitability and recovery rate, as well
as the impact on preventing environmental
damage. The winner has significant in-house
competency and an extensive international
network, and is expected to have ability to
execute on business plan.
The company has successfully installed
its system at one of Statoil’s platforms in the
Norwegian sector of the North Sea. They
also have demonstrated the platform during
the Offshore Technology Conference (OTC)
in Houston, TX. The technology creates and
focuses a magnetic field that passes through
the wall of a wellbore conduit to wirelessly
power and communicate with remote sensor devices. This system enables continuous
monitoring of the status of key down-hole
parameters, which are used to ensure well-

Photo: Heidi Widerøe / Innovation Norway

bore integrity and increases reservoir understanding. For the first time, this can now be
done permanently both inside and outside
of tubular barriers, without compromising
structural integrity or having to change the
well or drilling program.
One of the world’s largest service companies in the oil sector recently said that
Sensor Developments had copied their technology. The President of the company happens to come from Ålesund, Norway. He is
probably the highest-paid Norwegian. The
World Wide Schlumberger has 120,000 employees in 85 countries and have about 1,000
unionized employees in Norway. Not knowing the case I would mention that I have earlier in general argued that a patent owned by
a small company is not worth so much in a
fight against a big corporation with financial
muscles. I have therefore argued that we
should establish a fund helping small companies to protect their rights!
“The award is a significant recognition
to our founder, Øyvind Godager, our team
that has been working on the technology for
several years and our partners,” said Kjetil
Borgersen CEO at Sensor Developments
when receiving the DNB Innovation Award.
“It is comforting to see that the Jury’s decision is based upon the technology’s potential
and impact, as well as our ability to execute
upon the business plan!”
Rasmus Falck is a strong
innovation and entrepreneurship advocate. The
author of “What do the
best do better” and “The
board of directors as a
resource in SME,” he received his masters degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He
currently lives in Oslo, Norway.
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Tippeligaen kicks off the 2014 season
Norway’s soccer season started with the first of many matches over the weekend
Molly Andrus

Norwegian American Weekly
A match between Molde and Vålerenga
on Friday, March 28 marked the beginning
of the 2014 season for Tippeligaen, Norway’s premiere soccer league. This league,
also known as Eliteserien, is Norway’s primary soccer competition and is very popular
among Norwegians. The 2014 season marks
the 70th season of premiere soccer in Norway and the 25th season since the league was
officially named Tippeligaen.
This was a late start to the season, which
began two weeks earlier in 2013. The season spans from March 28 to November
9 and includes 240 games. There are 30
rounds of matches, occurring on the weekends. The most popular round takes place
on May 16. This is known as the “national
day of football” because it is the day preceding Norway’s Constitution Day and tends to
have greater attendance. There will also be a
three-week break this season in June for the
World Cup Tournament in Brazil.
Each year, 16 Norwegian teams make it
into Tippeligaen. The top 13 teams from the
previous season automatically make it into
the league. The automatic qualifiers from
2013 are Strømsgodset, Rosenburg, Haugesund, Aalesund, Viking, Molde, Odd, Brann,
Start, Lillestrøm, Vålerenga, Sogndal, and
Sadnes Ulf.
The two last-ranked teams from Tippeligaen are relegated to Norway’s second-tier
league, the First Division, while the top two
teams from the First Division move up to
the premiere league. After the 2013 season,
the teams Bodø/Glimt and Stabæk were promoted to Tippeligaen in place of Tromsø and
Hønefoss.
The one remaining spot in the league is
determined by the relegation play-offs. The
14th ranked team in Tippeligaen must compete with the third to sixth ranked teams of
the First Division to defend its position. Last
year, 14th ranked Sarpsborg 08 did just that

Photo: Strømsgodset Toppfotball / Facebook
Last year’s winners, Strømsgodset Toppfotball, pose with their trophy. The team is one of three favored to win this season.

and remains in the premiere league for the
2014 season.
In the 2013 season, Strømsgodset of
Drammen won gold, Rosenberg of Trondheim won silver, and Haugesund won bronze.
Overall, Rosenberg is by far the most decorated team of the Tippeligaen with 22 golds.
From 1992 to 2004, Rosenberg had 13 years
of consecutive titles.
Rosenberg, Strømsgodset, and Molde
are favored to win, according to soccer commentator Arne Scheie and soccer expert Tom
Nordliehar from NRK. They predict that
Rosenberg will take back the gold for the first
time since 2010 because of their new players
Riku Riski and Morten Gamst Pedersen and
a solid defense. The team is additionally built
upon a culture of winning and has become a
national favorite.

Scheie and Norliehar favor Molde for
second place. They believe that their signings of Björn Bergmann Sigurdarson, Harmeet Singh, and Mohamed Elyounoussi will
contribute to a successful season. Molde has
performed extremely well recently, earning
three titles in the last three years.
Strømsgodset, the victor from the 2013
season, is ranked number three in Scheie and
Norliehar’s predictions. This champion team
is applauded for its confidence on their home
field of Marienlyst stadion, their ability to
showcase their player’s strengths, and their
continuity style of play.
According to NRK, the managers of
Strømsgodset, Rosenberg, and Brann have
all claimed that their teams are going to win
the 2014 season. Per Joar Hansen, Rosenberg’s manager, declared that Rosenberg is

better than last season and that the team has
a good chance to take back the gold. Brann’s
new manager, Rikard Norling, believes in his
team and their fans, and claims that he does
not envy any other teams. According to the
Strømsgodset manager, Ronny Deila, their
goal is to win the top prize again in 2014.
The winners of the 2014 Tippeligaen
season have more to fight for than national
pride. The champion will get a spot in the
second qualifying round for the 2015/2016
season of the UEFA Champions League. The
second place team will enter into the Europa
League from the second qualifying round,
and the third place team from the first qualifying round.
The first game of the season went to
Molde, which shut out Vålerenga 2-0 to the
delight of singing Molde fans.

Sports News & Notes
Handball: Norway ready for Euro

The Norwegian women are ready for the final round in the European Handball Championships, after they defeated the Belarus
team 33-29, in Stavanger on Wednesday,
March 26. Norway led 16-13 at half-time.
Norway had also won two earlier qualifying
matches against Romania.
(NRK / Aftenposten)

Cycling: Kristoff wins Milan-San Remo

Norwegian biker Alexander Kristoff won
the Milan-San Remo race in a sprint finish on Sunday, ahead of Fabian Cancellara
ofg Switzerland. Britain’s Ben Swift placed
third. Kristoff is the first Norwegian ever to
win this prestigious race, which was the first

Spring Classic of the season.
(Norway Post / NRK)

Chess: Anand and Carlsen meet again

India’s Viswanathan Anand will have another go at the World Chess Championship
title, after winning the FIDE Candidates
Tournament 2014 in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia last weekend. Anand, who lost the title to
Norway’s Magnus Carlsen last November,
concluded the Candidates Tournament with
a draw against Peter Svidler for a total of
8.5/14 points. Anand is set to play a match
with World Champion Magnus Carlsen in
November. The hosting city should be announced soon.
(Norway Post / Aftenposten)
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Letters to the Editor

< nato

From page 1

months in 2000-01 and again from 2005 to
2013. On Friday he announced that he will
resign as the leader of the Norwegian Labour Party.
While Stoltenberg was Prime Minister, Norway’s defence spending increased
steadily, with the result that Norway is today
one of the Allies with the highest per capita
defence expenditure. Stoltenberg has also
been instrumental in transforming the Norwegian armed forces, through a strong focus
on deployable high-end capabilities. Under
his leadership, the Norwegian Government
has contributed Norwegian forces to various
NATO operations.
Stoltenberg is currently UN Special Envoy on Climate Change.
The new NATO Chief holds an economics degree from the University of Oslo, and
worked in journalism before his political career. He is married with two children.

< tsunis

From page 1

country and could not even tell which form
of government Norway has. Things did not
get any better when Tsunis characterized
the Progress Party (Fremskrittspartiet) as
extremist and non-credible, and stated that
the party had been discontinued. A visibly
baffled Senator John McCain had to correct him, explaining to him that the Progress
Party is in fact part of Norway’s center-right
ruling coalition. In addition, when asked to
identify and discuss economic opportunities
the United States might benefit from in Norway, Tsunis had no idea and stumbled painfully through the rest of his hearing with no
clear answers to how he would improve U.S.
relations with Norway as an ambassador.
The Norwegian media did not take
Tsunis’s comment about the Progress Party
kindly, and several members of the party
demanded an official formal apology from
Tsunis, which was done through phone calls
later that week. Tsunis said he would give an
official apology if he was appointed as the
U.S. ambassador to Norway.
What is troubling about Tsunis’s nomination is not only his lack of knowledge of
the country he will be serving in, but the fact
that it is not the first time someone without
the qualifications has been appointed as an
ambassador.
Noah Bryson Mamet, the newly appointed U.S. ambassador to Argentina, said
during his confirmation this month that he
had never been to Argentina. Coincidentally,
he did raise more than $500,000 for Obama’s
re-election.
The nominated U.S. ambassador to Iceland, Robert C. Barber, said he had never
visited the Nordic nation before. He, too,
raised money for Obama in 2012, contributing more than $1.6 million.
U.S. ambassador nominee to Hungary,
soap-opera director Colleen Bell, proved to
have little knowledge of the country, and
acknowledged that she had never set foot in
Hungary.
Starting to see a pattern here? Money
talks.
It is known in the public that all nominees go through what is informally referred
to as “ambassador school,” where they learn
about the country for which they’ve been selected and sit with a desk officer at the State
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Censorship
Dear Ms. Skaftun,
I am a proud Norwegian American,
a longstanding member of NorwegianAmerican organizations, and a long-time
subscriber to the Norwegian American
Weekly and its predecessor, Nordisk Tidende. My mother was born and raised in
Bergen, and her father Captain Jan Collet-Muller was a Norwegian war hero. I
am also an honors graduate of top universities. On the basis of proven loyalty and
analytical ability, I feel entitled to have
my voice heard in regard to major issues
that impact on the Norwegian American
community.
I have been following the Fukushima catastrophe ever since it began three
years ago, on March 11, 2011, and feel
very disappointed that none of my numerous submissions to date regarding
Fukushima have been published by the
Norwegian American Weekly, which
purports to be a major voice in print of
the Norwegian American community.
Given that we are getting ever more reports that things are getting continually
worse, not better, I think the Norwegian
American Weekly should publish at least
something that I submit regarding this
ongoing civil defense emergency. More
and more people on the West Coast are
beginning to wake up, to include members of the “Fukushima Is Here” human
billboard at Ocean Beach, San Francisco.
If you value any kind of open forum
for ideas on critical issues, you need to
publish at least something that I submit.
Even if you disagree with my views, you
should at least give me some kind of
voice and provide a rebuttal as an editor
rather than censor me and simply throw
me down the memory hole.
I would appreciate a prompt response from you regarding what you intend to do with this submission.
Best Regards,
William B. Fox
Sarver, Penn.

Department to learn about ongoing developments. However, after hearing the nominees,
it is evident that every single student in this
year’s class failed.
When it comes to ambassadorships,
making sure that the American citizens have
a qualified ambassador in Oslo, and that the
Norwegians have a qualified ambassador
shouldn’t be too much to ask for. However,
seeing as Tsunis is the only candidate as of
now, it seems to be quite the demand.
His lack of knowledge of Norway and
the language itself surely do not speak in his
favor as a new ambassador, so this begs the
question, why exactly did Obama choose
Tsunis in the first place?
For several decades, U.S. presidents

Dear Mr. Fox,
You bring up interesting issues of cencorship, the responsibilities of the press, and
entitlement.
Without going into the confrontational
tone used in this, your introduction to me as
editor, I’m struck by some of the assumptions
you make. First is the (false) assumption that
because you are a reader of NAW we somehow owe you space on our pages on which
to say whatever you like. This would imply
that we chose content for the paper based
on criteria like a person’s “Norwegianness”
(in which case surely I would be the first one
denied a voice), rather than the strength and
value of the content.
You rather suggest that not to print your
article would be censorship. I’ll admit that
we editors are sensitive to this accusation—
no one wants to be cast in the role of censor.
However, we editors are gate-keepers. Our
readers task us with choosing what content
to present to them. I’m allowed to keep things
out of this paper that are poorly written, irrelevant, boring, offensive, or alarmist, just
to name a few. This isn’t censorship; it’s my
job. My job is to make sure that what does go
in the paper is of high quality and of interest
to my readers.
You make a second assumption, this one
correct, that I disagree with your alarmist
take on the Fukushima situation. I do not in
fact believe that the sky is falling. However,
it’s important to me that you understand this:
my decision not to publish your article is
not that I disagree with it. I looked through
the information you presented and the support you cited (your own work, mostly, which
creates an ouroboros effect called circular
reasoning) and found it to be lacking in scientific rigor. Considering the dire statements
that you make, for me to publish them without proper support would feel too much like
shouting “Fire!” in a crowded theater.
I’m not here to put forward any particular viewpoint. I try very hard to maintain my
editorial impartiality and avoid bias. I will
print any well-supported viewpoints. Or,
for that matter, any crackpot theories with
little potential to harm (like articles about
Ragnarok—my deepest apologies if anyone
panicked unduly about that no-show apocalypse).
As a final note to all readers, all writers,
everyone really—I believe that it’s important
to be skeptical. Let us all resolve to be wary
of vague claims.
Sincerely,
Emily

have followed a “70-30” rule when it comes
to these kinds of appointments; career foreign service officers are nominated for
roughly 70 percent of U.S. missions abroad,
and 30 percent for political allies.
Money doesn’t buy you love, but it can
sure buy you ambassadorships. So far during
President Obama’s second term, Obama has
given 53 percent of ambassadorships to political donors. It’s no secret that Tsunis was a
big donor during Obama’s re-election campaign, donating over $850,000, according
to the Center for Responsive Politics. This
is perhaps the most obvious reason to why
Tsunis was appointed.
Shortly after Tsunis’s rough testimony,
Twin Cities attorney T. Michael Davis or-

Correction
Dear Editor,
I get your newspaper from my sister, so
I get it late. I find it very interesting and informative.
In your January 31, 2014 issue, in the
“On the Edge” Opinion page, the caption under the picture states: “The US Senate during Andrew Jackson’s impeachment trial...”
It should read “Andrew Johnson.” Johnson
was impeached in 1868.
Respectfully yours,
Dennis
Dear Dennis,
You are respectfully correct! It’s these
little details that make a world of difference.
Sincerely,
Editor

Nordisk Tidende
Dear Editor,
Thank you and Judith Vinje Gabriel for
the concise, accurate, and masterfully written article “From seaboard tabloid to cultural
treasure.” It is not often one finds an article
so informative which also conveys the feelings and relevance of the subject.
We at the NIA (Norwegian Immigration
Association) are working on preserving the
newspaper.
Thanks again to Gabriel for bringing up
the venerable Nordisk Tidende and its importance in Norwegian American history.
Sincerely,
Rigmor
NIA
Dear Rigmor,
As a newcomer here, I sometimes feel
nervous about the responsibility I’ve inherited. Both Nordisk Tidende and the Western
Viking have venerable histories that I’m honored to be carrying on, however imperfectly.
On that note, the phrasing of your praise
was funny. In flipping through past issues I
discovered that we actually ran the same article last year at Syttende Mai. So I guess it
IS often that one finds such an article!
I thank all you readers once again for
bearing with me. Uff da!
Sincerely,
Editor

ganized a campaign to either win Norway
a new nominee, or see that the Senate votes
down Tsunis’s appointment. Many high-profile Norwegian-Americans have also signed
an online petition to get Tsunis’s nomination
taken off the table.
Buying one’s way to power is nothing
new, especially not in politics. And as for
buying ambassadorships, this sadly appears
to be a practice where the government is for
sale to the highest bidder. What ever happened to fair play and democracy?
There is a saying that goes “you learn
as you go,” but we should expect more from
our political ambassadors when international
affairs are at stake. But then again, it’s politics—what difference does it make?
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Do you have something to say?

Write to us at Norwegian American Weekly, Letter to the Editor, 7301 Fifth Avenue
NE, Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115, or email us at naw@norway.com, subject line
Letter to the Editor. Letters may be edited for style, clarity, or length.

Scandinavian Names
Dear Editor,
My family being roughly half Norse and
half Swede has had several different ways of
arriving at last names. On my father’s and
Norse side we could start with the Belgums.
Before they went to the United States in
1868, the family had moved from Ulnes and
were much closer to Leira. This was the area
my gr. gr. grandfather’s mother had come
from, but as they had come from the Belgum
farm in Ulnes, they were called Belgum.
On the baptismal registry of the day my gr.
grandfather is called Hendrick Lund-Juven,
which is where he was born.
Other ancestors had come to the United
States and had had different naming patterns. Knute Torgerston Busthetun became
plain Knute Torgerson and my grandmother,
his daughter, was known as Edna Torgerson.
Edna’s mother’s family had another story.
Her mother was born in the United States
and her last name was Pederson. Her father
was Peder Torjuson Tallakshavn. She didn’t
get either of his last names. When they came
to the United States, it seems it was early.
The children were registered in school as
Pederson. At some point Peder discovers his
last name must be Pederson too since he is
their father. What a turn of affairs! His wife,
known as Anne Olsdtr. in Norway, was born
in 1797 so is the only person in our family
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who was born in that century to come the the
United States.
More confusing was trying to determine
the last name of my father’s father’s mother.
In Norway she was known as Brit Amundsdtr. But we knew her as Brit Vold. She had
been born at Vekke, Lom, Oppland, Norway.
The family moved up the river to the Bøvredalen valley to an area called Ronningvollen. One cousin had written a family history
and wrote that she was born on Galdhopiggen. A Norwegian researcher wrote that she
wouldn’t be born there as it is the highest
mountain in Norway. Instead it must have
meant that she was born close to the mountain.
He further went on to say that it was
appropriate to say that Ronningvollen was
close and further that abbreviating the farm
name Ronningvollen to Vold would be appropriate as well.
Her father had some interesting treatment of his name. Amund, his given name,
was written in the 1860 census in the U.S. as
Anund. His last name got the real treatment.
In Norway it was Bottolfson or Botolphson.
On that 1860 U.S. census it became Botoldson. Not surprisingly, before long he was
Amund Vold.
This is a photo of Brit and Hendrik
shortly after their wedding in 1868.
My mother’s side, the Swedish branch,
had chosen differently it seems. Anna Sofia
Larsdtr. seems to have adopted the last name of Sahlin. It
seems to have been a soldier’s
name. Her husband, Anders
Nilsson used the last name of
Bodin, according to the ship’s
list when then went to America
in 1883. That he was born in
Högboda, Boda, Värmlands,
Sweden may have played a
part in using the name Bodin.
Hilsen,
Janni
Coleman, Alberta

Trikk
Dear Editor,
In the March 7 Issue Donald V. Mehus tells about his
experiences with the “trikk” in
Oslo. When the horse-drawn
wagon were replaced with
electric-powered rail cars the

Han Ola og Han Per

public found a quicker name for them so
“electric wagons” became just “trikk.”
Greetings from a former week-end trikk
conductor during my high school years.
Sincerely,
Erik
Raleigh, N.C.

Transportation choices
Dear Editor,
I just finished construction of a second
velomobile (enclosed human-powered vehicle). Velomobiles were built and used in
Sweden and Norway until the early 1960s
and are starting to be used again since the
turn of the century.
A life-long interest in bicycles, row/
sail boats, skis, kick sleds (spark), and other
human-powered transport has roots in my
Scandinavian background, which placed
high value on the natural world and exercise
in that world, and my Lutheran upbringing
that taught respoect for God’s creation and
protection of others. In the late 1950s, while
cycling to school I suddenly realized what
an adverse effect motor vehicles had on air
quality, natural areas, and public safety. My
commitment to bicycle travel was solidified
at that time. the commitment was so strong
that I bicycled to high school through the
early 1960s in spite of peer and public harassment.
Perhaps the NAW could begin a discussion, encouraging readers to consider if their
transportation choices are consistent with the
cultural history and ethics they value. Thirtyfive percent of all the environmental harm
we do is from our transportation choices.
Sincerely,
Ed
Creswell, Ore.
Dear Ed,
Your conviction is admirable! Personally, I think you’re right. Ideally I’d love to
bike everywhere, but I don’t have the fortitude to do so in the rain (or the calves to
manage our hills).
We at NAW are open to all manner of
conversations, and I believe you have just
opened this one. Readers, what do you think?
Sincerely,
Editor
with new translations by John Erik Stacy
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And here
I found a
pair too!
I thought for
sure you froze
to death in the
blizzard, Ola.

It was a little cold for my
feet but no damage done.

Per, suppose we dig
into this haystack and
sleep there tonight. I
have sandwiches left.

Ja sure! And I have
some warm coffee
in the vacuum flask.

My world! Here I found
a pair of skis, Ola!
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Taste of Norway
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Get ready for Påske with fårikål
This recipe was Thor Heyerdahl’s favorite version of the classic Norwegian dish
Chrissy Hettich

Norwegian American Weekly
The celebration of Easter (Påske) is a
huge tradition amongst Norwegians as Norway has the world’s longest Easter holiday.
Traditionally, Norwegian shops and work
places are closed over skjærtorsdag (Maundy
Thursday), langfredag (Good Friday) and the
Monday following Easter Sunday, known as
andre påskedag, or the Second Easter Day.
A traditional Easter celebration involves
skiing, hiking, and of course, a hardy fam-

ily meal. Påske dinners cannot be complete
without the presence of lamb meat, and what
better way to enjoy lamb than in the form
of Norway’s national dish, fårikål. Dr. Thor
Heyerdahl, world-renowned explorer of
Kon-Tiki fame, once shared his favorite version (below) of the famous dish with Astrid
Karlsen Scott, writer of “Authentic Norwegian Cooking.”

Fårikål

(lamb and cabbage)
6 lbs. (2 ¾ kg.) lamb breast or shoulder
1 tbsp. salt
2 large heads cabbage

4 tbsp. flour
1 tbsp. black pepper corns

Note: The whole pepper corns hidden in between cabbage leaves and under chunks of
meat is part of the “tradition,” but you could leave them out, use ground pepper, or employ a
cheesecloth sack if you want to avoid this “annoyance.”
Wash the lamb in lukewarm water and cut into small pieces. Blot dry, dip in flour, and
layer in the pot with a little more than half the cabbage that has been washed and coarsely cut.
Add boiling water until it reaches half the level of the meat. Add salt and pepper.
Simmer for 1 hour, and then add remainder of the cabbage. Simmer well covered for
about 1 hour longer, or until meat and cabbage are tender.
Serve with steamed/boiled potatoes, carrots, and flatbread. Serves 10-12. Spise godt!

Photos: (above) Tine Mediebank, (left) Jarle Vines / Wikimedia Commors
Fårikål, Norway’s national dish, is simple but deliicious. Nothing says spring like lamb!
Above: The table is all set for Påske dinner, complete with pastel-dyed eggs lurking in the background.
Left: Fårikål is usually served with large chunks of the cabbage it was cooked with, as well as boiled
potatoes and flatbread (not pictured).

April is Poetry Month!

Enter at naw@norway.com!

This week’s recipe brought to you by Scandinavian Specialties

the premiere Scandinavian marketplace in the Northwest
(8 7 7 ) 7 8 4 - 7 0 2 0 • 6 7 1 9 1 5 t h Av e N W, S e a t t l e , WA 9 8 1 1 7

Order online at www.scanspecialties.com

Send your original work to naw@
norway.com throughout the month of
April to have the chance to be featured
in an edition of the newspaper or on our
blog and facebook!
The writer of the winning poem
will win two thrillers from our prize
vault: “The Last Fix,” by K. O. Dahl,
and “Malice,” by Robret Wangard. You
won’t quite have them in hand in time
for Påskekrim, but it’ll be close.

There are only two rules:
• Your poems should be inspired by
Norway.
• They can be written in any form other
than free verse. Haiku, sonnet, limerick,
villanelle (extra points for villanelles!
Those are hard!), we’ll take them!
Poems must be received during the
month of April.
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travel

Smartphones add a new twist to travel
An increasing number of foreign tourists are planning their entire trips, all the way
down to their menu choices, using smartphone apps that access online reviews
Larrie Wanberg
Features Editor

Sipping coffee at a sidewalk café at
Olsen’s Danish Village Bakery and Coffee
Shop in Solvang, Calif., is an ideal place
to observe tourists that line the streets and
watch new trends in what visitors’ interests
are in this rural Scandinavian town.
One sight is obvious. Foreign tourists
spend as much time looking at the screen on
their smart phones as they do absorbing the
beautiful archecture and shop windows of
this “transplanted” Danish town of 5,000+
residents. When they pause, they are taking
a digital photo. Some visitors are reading
the content on their phone that describes the
information retrieved by clicking on a QR
code posted in a tourist guide in their hands.
Many click on “Yelp” for consumer ratings.
At the Solvang Inn and Cottages where
I am staying while researching the Danish
side of my family genealogy, a daily coupon
is offered for coffee and a Danish pastry at
a sidewalk café across the street at Olsen’s
Bakery. Susy and Bent Olsen, a fourth generation line of master bakers from Denmark,
own the motel, Red Viking restaurant and
bakery for over 40 years. “We ship pastries
from our online catalog throughout the continental United States,” Bent said. (see www.
olsensdanishvillagebakery.com)
Olsen’s Bakery has a 4+ rating on Yelp.
While I’m having coffee, a couple at the next
table is reading the comments on Yelp, preparing to order pastry. Before they approach
the actual showcase of pastries, they ponder
the posted comments for the most highlyrated pastries and then go to the showcase to
order eclairs.
A “new twist” in tourism that I’m observing is that some of the Asian travelers
have pre-planned trips in advance on the
Web through “apps” on their cell phones.
The town of Solvang is the “Danish
Capitol of America,” where 3,000 tourists
a week spend the day. Flocks of Canadians
and “snow birds” from across the country
spend a week or more during the winter to
enjoy the host of amenities in food, outdoor
activities, and shopping. Tour buses roll into
town by the dozens and unload tourists from
Europe and Asia.
Restaurant owners of the Actor’s Corner Café—a consistently rated 5-star café—
shed light on this trend in modern travel.
The café’s married owners, Grace Lebecka
as manager and Santo Cervello as executive
chef, said that 90% of their International visitors come from Yelp. Local residents make
up the bulk of their clientele seeking a menu
of European-styled culinary art. (see www.
yelp.com/biz/actors-corner-cafe-solvang)
“Some of the Asian tourists that come
to eat have pre-planned their day in Solvang
months before to include where they eat and
even what their menu choice is intended for
a specific evening. When they eat, their cell

Photos: (above) Phil Campbell / Flickr
(left) courtesy of Actor’s Corner Café,
(below) courtesy of trunx.me
Left: Chef Santo Cervello welcomes diners to the Actor’s
Corner Café in Solvang, Calif., the “Danish Capitol of
America.” He and wife Grace Lebecka own the restaurant
and have noticed an uptick in both the usage of smartphones at tables and the reliance on online review sites
like Yelp. They’re careful to maintain the high standards
that give them a 5-star rating.
Above & below: Does it seem like people are on their
phones all the time? Smartphones are an invaluable resource for travelers, letting tourists research hotels, restaurants, and attractions. They’re also the only cameras
that many travelers use to document their vacations.

phones document photos of the surroundings
in front of them, their dinner companion, and
even the plate of food. Then, they send the
visual journal back to friends and family,” he
said.
Sitting in the courtyard of the Actor’s
Corner Café were two tables of Chinese
tourists. At one table were four young males,
three from Beijing and one from LA that answered the question, “How did you happen
to select the Actor’s Corner Cafe?”
“We were in San Francisco for a wedding of a friend. Returning for our flight
from LAX, we wanted to have lunch along
the way. We looked at Yelp, saw the 5-star
ratings, the photos from the menu, and the
reviews, and drove a few miles out-of-ourway to Solvang.”
“Guests often make their selection from
a picture, like on ‘Yelp’ or ‘Facebook,’ said
manager Grace, “and we take extra care to
provide the style, beauty, and accents that
they come for. Our guests take pictures of the
food and the people at the table and post it on

Yelp as it is happening.”
“Our menu is fresh,
simple, artful and prepared with style,” said
Chef Santo, “I come
out of the kitchen to
chat with our guests – to
make sure that their palette for taste measures
up to expectations on
their plate.”
Overall,
public
feedback is a growing
trend from the “voice” of consumers and visual sharing in social networks.
Yelp is an online site based out of San
Francisco that posts customer reviews,
screenshots, and recommendations for restaurants, shopping, entertainment and services. Some businesses get 5-Star ratings, some
get low ratings by disappointed customers,
and some blogs criticize the system for unfiltered postings.
Many tourists today tend to preserve the

memories of sights (and sites) through their
iPhones or iPads, budget their trip economically in travel and group tours; yet spend extra dollars in self-selected “high end” adventures in food and entertainment.
Smart phones add an exciting new twist
to how tourists capture and preserve their
travels, share the moments in instant visual
communications in the networks of new media and replay the adventure time and time
again.

Subscribe to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Call (800) 305-0217 or visit NorwegianAmericanWeekly.com/Subscribe
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Memories of the occupation
Seattle-area Norwegians remember the April 9th invasion, the
hard years of the war, and the joy they felt when it finally ended
Christine Anderson

Leif Erikson Lodge Historian
April 9 is right around the corner: the
day the Nazis invaded both Denmark and
Norway in 1940. Denmark surrendered, but
Norway continued as best they could until
surrendering on June 10. Norway had tried
to remain neutral as it had during World War
I, but Norway was important to both the
British and the Germans. During March and
April of 1940, British forces had also prepared plans to invade Norway to destroy the
Swedish iron ore mines in Gällivare. The
Nazi Germans wanted to secure the iron ore
mines in Sweden for their own use by going
through Narvik.
In an interview conducted in 1995,
member Ruth Wangen, who lived near Namsos, told about the area being occupied by
both the English and French Allied forces
early on. Both left considerable supplies in
Norway when they evacuated on May 3,
1940. This city was heavily bombed at the
beginning of the War due to its strategic
setting. The huge wine caskets left by the
French were still there at the end of the War
according to Ruth.
Hans Viken was 16 years old, living on
the family farm in Brandbu when Norway

4. april
Robert A. Hall Jr
Ithaca NY
Kris W. Templin
Seattle WA
Pastor Theodore Weltzin
Watford City ND
Loraine S. Johnson
Jackson MN
Arvid E. Spor
Milwaukie OR
Asbjørn Pedersen
Rena Norway
Helge Rommesmo
Fargo ND

was invaded. He reported that the people
of Norway were ill prepared and poorly
armed to fight the invasion. This community
was also the home of the man who fired the
deadly torpedo that sunk the heavy German
cruiser, Blucher, in the Oslofjord on April 9,
1940. The sinking of the ship barely allowed
the King of Norway and the government to
escape from Oslo so some of them could
make their way to England via Tromsø. On
June 7, the British ship HMS Devonshire
evacuated The Royal Family and other government officials. When they arrived in London, a Norwegian government in exile was
set up by King Haakon VII and his cabinet.
Norway’s freedom was taken away quickly
by Nazi Germans and by Norwegians such
as Vidkun Quisling, who had formed the
Nasjonal Samling, a fascist party, in 1933.
The German occupation of Norway
from April 9, 1940 to May 8, 1945 brought
the people of Norway together, as no other
time in history had done before or since,
to overcome a common enemy. The little
country of Norway, with 3.9 million people
and a strategic coastline, was occupied by
300,000-420,000 of some of best-trained
Nazi troops during World War II. According
to Otto Reinert, who was a prisoner at Grini
concentration camp and Emeritus Professor

Puzzles by
Sölvi Dolland
Solution to “Some Travel Words”

of English at the University of Washington,
“The one important distinction, the one relevant distinction to be made was, were you
for or against the Nazis, and 98% of us were
against them. Moral problems beyond that
were practically nonexistent. This was THE
one main question.”
The small community of Bleik on Andøya in the Lofoten Islands in northern Norway was the home of Tina Berg during the
war. Later immigrating to Milton, Washington, she recalled that on the evening of May
7, 1945, a young boy played Ja vi elsker, the
Norwegian national anthem, from the hills
surrounding Bleik. On May 8th, Tina was
working in her kitchen in Bleik when Arvid,

See > april 9, page 16
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8. april
Jeanette C. Braafladt Sacramento CA
Elias Nersund
Seattle WA
Julius Fjeld
Douglas ND
Esther Kildahl
Seattle WA
Ragna Selle
Seattle WA
Gordon Winsor
Jefferson NH
Elias Leversen
Seattle WA
Magnhild Thoresen
Lynwood WA
Norman Jensen
New Canaan CT
Chris Lindberg
Rainbow CA
Katherine Motschall
Rainbow CA
Sadie Thompson
Vista CA

5. april
Helen Bjornson
Plentywood MT
Elna Solberg Haynes
Seattle WA
Solveig Tørring
Haugesund Norway
Solveig Tulling
Norway
Joanne Oetgen
Vista CA
Roger Adams
Vista CA

9. april
Olav K. Pettersen Mountain Home AR
Alvin G. Olson
Ashby MN
Cecile Herheim
Long Beach CA
Egill Olsen
Duluth MN
Roger Wangen
Burnsville MN
Mildred Wilder
Sidney MT
Donald Winter
Pt Orchard WA
Stanley Kjekstad
Mt. Arlington NJ
Erik Gusaas
St. Louis Park MN
Stanley A. Kjekstad Mt. Arlington NJ

6. april
Oliver Peterson
Iola WI
Sophina Karland
Hanford ND
Hjalmar Johansen
Lacey WA
Henry Heistad
Wetaskiwin AB Can
Gerd Andreassen
Carlsbad CA
Palma McGavin
Portland OR
Gerd Andreassen
Vista CA

10. april
Inga McCarthy
Alhambra CA
Ole J. Hellie
Pipestone MN
Ingvar Drage
Tacoma WA
Magnhild Olson Stangeland
Larimore ND
Carla S. Buchanan
Tacoma WA
Dave Braaten
Cyrus MN

7. april
Sandy Johnson
Seattle WA
Gerda E. Gordham
Olympia WA
Hilda Kristiansen Trondheim Norway
Bertin Hansen
Minneapolis MN
Egil Forbregd
Osakis MN
Ove Harstad
Benson MN
Linda Hoffman
Rainbow CA

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Call at (800) 305-0217 or email naw@norway.
com. Birthdays must be submitted at least one
month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list passed
away? Please notify us!

Photo: Millie Diefenbach

At the March 16 meeting of the Bernt Balchen Lodge #3-566, a long-time member was
recognized on her 90th birthday and given thanks for her participation in the Sons of Norway
for 47 years.
Lilly Tonnessen was surprised with the honor given her. Thinking she was going to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day with the Lodge, she was led to a seat of honor with Happy Birthday balloons
attached and was given thanks for her work in the Lodge and presented with a commemorative
Third District Medal.
Lilly was originally a member of the Brooklyn Lodge of the Sons of Norway, and when she
moved to Pennsylvania, she joined the newly-formed Bernt Balchen Lodge in 1977, and became
an active associate member. During her years with Bernt Balchen Lodge, she could always
be counted on to create and donate crafts for our Craft Fair, as well as helping out wherever
needed. Her heart-shaped waffles were always enjoyed!
Lilly recently transferred her membership from Brooklyn to Bernt Balchen as a full
member. Lilly is always cheerful and pleasant to everyone, and the Lodge is happy that she is
a member!
Submitted by Millie Diefenbach of Pennsylvania.

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?
Email naw@norway.com or mail your photo with photo credit and a caption.
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obituaries & Religion

In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@norway.com to place an obituary.

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

Henry Edward Ericksen

Anticipation

April 5, 1916 – March 22, 2014
Henry Edward Ericksen, was born on
the south side of Chicago in his parents’
home on April 5, 1916. He weighed twelve
pounds according to the local butcher’s
scale. His immigrant parents Henrik and
Elizabeth Ericksen met at Ebenezer Norwegian Lutheran Church, the center of a very
close-knit Norwegian community.
He attended Altgeld Grammar School
and Tilden Technical High School where he
played on the varsity soccer team all four
years. When he graduated, he attended a
newly opened junior college in Chicago for
one and a half years, where he played on the
basketball team. His father died when he was
19, so he quit school and took a job driving
a paint truck. Then he became an apprentice,
completing a three-year training program to
become a journeyman painter. Through this
skill he was able to put himself through St.
Olaf College, where he enjoyed playing on
the baseball team. He graduated in 1942 and
then completed his pastoral training at Lu-
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ther Seminary in 1945. His brothers, Frank
and James, also attended Luther and served
as pastors for many years in Washington.
In July of 1944, Henry married Katherine Olsen. Upon ordination, he served Hope
Lutheran Church in Ladysmith, Wisconsin.
In 1953 he moved to Northridge, Calif.,
where he served as pastor of First Lutheran
Church as well as principal of the church’s
elementary school. In 1959, he began a mission congregation which became Ascension
Lutheran Church of Rancho Palos Verdes,
Calif. Finally, he served as visitation pastor
of First Lutheran Church in Bothell, Wash.
until retiring at age 80.
Henry and Kay had four children and
seven grandchildren. Kay died in 1989 and
Henry married Jo Olafson in June of 1993.
Henry is loved and remembered by Jo,
four children and their spouses, seven grandchildren, three step-sons and their families,
eight and one-half great grandchildren, and
many friends and relatives.

When I was a young boy, I listened
to several radio shows which often had
offers I couldn’t refuse. For example, I
could send in for a secret decoder ring that
glowed in the dark. Usually these things
only cost a few cereal box tops and the
price of a stamp. After I sent in my order,
I would spend weeks waiting to receive
the item I ordered. Each day I would wait
patiently for the mail man, hoping that he
would deliver my coveted prize.
I was reminded of those days when I
recently ordered something on my computer and then was able to trace exactly
where my package was every day. The
program would tell me when my package
left the warehouse and exactly where it
was on its journey to my door. In reflecting upon this, I have decided that there
was something really special about the
old days. In those days, there was so much
more anticipation and excitement when

Community Connections

James E. Nordaune

March 28, 1946 – March 23, 2014
James Elvin Nordaune was born March
28, 1946 in Starbuck, Minnesota, to Elvin
and Bernice Nordaune. He was baptized at
Minnewaska Lutheran Church in Starbuck
and confirmed at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran
Church in Benson. He graduated from Benson High School in 1964.
After high school, Jim joined the Navy.
After completing boot camp in California,
Jim was accepted to be a Seabee. He served
two tours in Vietnam.
On August 10, 1974, James married Sandra Kepner at St. Francis Catholic
Church. Jim worked at the alfalfa plant, McCarthy Lumber, and Madden Bins. In 1981,
Jim was declared 100% disabled due to the
effects of Agent Orange.
In May of 2005, Jim became a resident
of the VA long-term care facility in St. Cloud

waiting for a package to arrive.
During the season of Lent, we live in
anticipation of our Lord’s resurrection victory. We wait patiently for Easter Sunday
and the celebration of the great good news
that Jesus lives, and that we will live also.
Celebrating Jesus’s resurrection also reminds us of the final resurrection day and
the joy that it will bring to us and to all
those who have gone before us.
Many people have speculated about
the timing of that great resurrection day.
Of course we do not have a computer app
that can tell us the time of our Lord’s return, as comforting as that knowledge
might be. Instead, we are asked to live
in anticipation of that great day and wait
patiently for our Lord’s return. May your
Lenten journey be one of joyful anticipation as we await together both the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection and His return in Glory on that final resurrection day.

G rat u l erer m e d Dagen !

due to his declining health. While at the VA,
Jim brought life to building 51 by always
being up for any activity. Jim was a people
person and enjoyed visiting, crafts, gardening, and games. He always made sure people
knew he was 100% Norwegian.
Jim passed away at the VA Hospital in
St. Cloud, surrounded by his family and second family, the staff of building 51. He was
67 years, 11 months, and 25 days of age.
Jim is survived by his wife, Sandra of
Benson; son, Adam of St. Louis Park; daughter and fiancé, Trisha Nordaune and Steve
Ness of Starbuck; daughter-in-law, Beth of
Rochester; granddaughters, Ava and Laurel;
mother, Bernice; brothers, Dale (Kathy) and
Gary (Wendy); nieces, Teresa and Abby; and
nephew, Derek. He was preceded in death by
his son, Jason, and father, Elvin.

Happy birthday /
engagement / etc!
Your name and
special message
here!
For more information, call
us at (800) 305-0217 or email
naw@norway.com.

Harriet Bernice Birkhoff

February 17, 1918 – March 22, 2014
Harriet Birkhoff of Tellico Village,
Loudon, Tenn. celebrated 96 years on this
earth. Her life can be described in one word Love. Love for God, her family and friends,
her community, and her church.
Harriet was born February 17, 1918 in
Fargo, North Dakota, into the proudly Norwegian Hanson family; father Harry, mother
Olive, and beloved little sister Rachel (Rae).
Harriet met and married her husband, Melvin, in Chicago, and their only child, Dennis,
was born. Together they braved the Alaskan
wilderness and journeyed across much of the
United States. Their lives took them from
Alaska to Washington, California, Arizona,
and back to California. Harriet called on her
strong faith in the Lord to carry her through
Melvin’s long illness and passing.
Eventually Harriet met Pierce and they

married in Hawaii. Together they embraced
a new chapter of life that took them through
Europe, Egypt and the Holy Land, and Norway and then to Tellico Village in Tennessee.
When she wasn’t on the golf course,
Harriet enjoyed painting, sewing, baking,
and singing. She was a pioneer of the Tellico
Village community and a founding member
of the Tellico Village Community Church.
For many years she was a member of the
church choir and the bell choir.
Harriet is now with her parents and husbands Melvin Anderson and Pierce Birkhoff.
Harriet is survived by her son, Dennis, and
his wife Robbie of Friendsville, Tenn.; sister
Rae Carron of Seattle, Wash.; grandchildren
Michael, Scott, and Erin; great-grandchildren Cora, Barrett, and Addie Jane, niece
Janice, nephew Dirk, and many friends.

pÅske GreetinGs!
Purchase your space in our annual Easter Issue

Name:_____________________________________________________
Message:___________________________________________________
City, State:______________________ Phone:______________________

God påske!
Bjorn and Nina
Steffensen
staten island, n.Y.

$15 for small ad

Have a happy
Easter & a
beautiful spring!
Ola og Berit Nordmann
Blue Mounds, Wis.

$25 for large ad

Deadline: April 7 – Call (800) 305-0217 today!
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in your neighborhood

What’s going on in your neighborhood?
California

40th Annual Scandinavian Festival
April 5-6
Thousand Oaks, Calif.
Southern California’s 40th Annual Scandinavian Festival will be held on the CLU campus
on April 5 and 6, 2014. This year promises to
be better than ever and we are looking toward to an even bigger crowd! Gates open
at 10:00 a.m. Entrance fee is $8 for adults,
$4 for teens, and kids get in free! If you are
looking for Scandinavian culture, be sure to
visit the festival stage for song and dance, the
Nordic Shopping Street, grab some healthy
Scandinavian foods and delicacies, and stop
by the authentic viking and Sami villages to
see the storytellers.
Scandinavian Ebleskiver Brunch and the
Romantic Era of Sailing Ships
April 12, 11:00 a.m.
Santa Rosa, Calif.
Legends in Sail is a beautiful presentation
detailing the legendary sailing ships whose
reputation will live forever. Olaf Engvig is a
noted Norwegian maritime researcher, especially regarding sailing ships. Also featuring
the works of world-renowned maritime artist
Hans Skalagard of Petaluma. Cost: $20. www.
freyalodge.org. www.engvig.com/olaf

district of columbia

Annual Embassy Roundtable 2014
April 10, 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Washington, D.C.
Join us at The Royal Norwegian Embassy in
Washington, D.C. on April 10 for NACCMA’s
Annual Embassy Roundtable and Networking Event. The Embassy Roundtable provides
NACCMA Members and their guests an opportunity to participate in an open forum
with Ambassador Kåre Aas, Senior Embassy
Counselors, and Embassy Staff. The topic of
the roundtable covers Norwegian politics, its
new government, and how it may affect the
Norwegian-American business community.
Please RSVP online no later than Monday,
April 8. This is a popular event; space is granted at a first come, first serve basis. If you have
any further questions, please email: tamundsen@naccma.org or twiersholm@nadic.us.

florida

Sarasota Sons of Norway 40th Anniversary
Celebration
April 27, 3:00 p.m.
Sarasota, Fla.
Everyone is invited to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Sarasota Sons of Norway
3-539 with a roast beef dinner and special
desserts at Faith Lutheran Church. Enjoy
great accordion music by Gerry Maki. Cost
is $15 for adults and $10 for those under 21
years. Sarasota Sons of Norway Lodge #539
was instituted March 30, 1974, and Tampa
Bay Lodge #515 was the sponsoring Lodge.
To reserve your spot, call Skip Krause at 1
(701) 720-3179 or email boat@srt.com. The
celebration will be on Sunday, April 27 at 3:00
p.m. Faith Lutheran Church is located at 7750
Beneva Rd., Sarasota, FL 34238.

illinois

The Viking Ship
April 19, May 17, July 19, Aug. 16, & Sept. 20
Geneva, Ill.
See the Viking, a full-size replica of a ninth
century Viking ship that sailed across the Atlantic in 1893. The Viking Ship will be open to
visitors between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m., on April
19, May 17, July 19, Aug. 16, and Sept. 20 at
the Good Templar Park at 528 East Side Drive,
Geneva, Illinois. Email viking1893@gmail.
com to schedule a group tour. Find additional
information at www.vikingship.us.

Maryland

Grieg Piano Concerto by Andre Watts
April 5, 8:00 p.m.
Rockville, Md.
Andre Watts returns on piano with Jakub Hrusa
conducting. Watts’s triumphant BSO appearance two season ago left audiences standing and
cheering. Now, he returns for Grieg’s beloved Piano Concerto. Baltimore Symphony Orchestra at
Strathmore, 10701 Rockville Pike, Rockville, M.D.
20852, 301-581-5100. Visit www.bsomusic.org.

Minnesota

Spring Concert with the Norwegian Glee Club of
Minnesota
April 6, 3:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, Minn.
The Norwegian Glee Club of Minnesota is
pleased to invite you to our annual Spring Concert of Scandinavian and American songs. Our
special guest soloist will be Dr. John De Haan and
also selections by the Women’s Sextet “7 Gifts.”
A freewill offering will be taken and refreshments
will be served after the concert. For further information visit norwegiangleeclub.org.
41st Annual Nordic Celebration & Marketplace
April 12
Minneapolis, Minn.
The luncheon will be from 12:00-2:00 p.m. and
will feature the program “The History of Norwegian Sweaters” by Vesterheim Chief Curator,
Laurann Gilbertson. The Nordic Marketplace
will be from 2:00-5:30 p.m. with Nordic goods
for sale, artists, Scandinavian treats and coffee,
samples of aquavit, and live music. There will
be a silent auction and a raffle for a Brekke Tour
travel voucher for $1,000. The Gala Dinner will be
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. and includes entertainment
by Nordivas, featured dinner guest Joe Schmit,
Sport Anchor for KSTP-TV in Minneapolis. There
will be a live auction and a chance to win a $400
Moods of Norway gift certificate. Tickets for the
luncheon or dinner include the marketplace and
are $60 per adult, $30 for each child 12 years
old and under. Advance reservations are necessary and should be made by April 4 by contacting Vesterheim at 563-382-9681 or snjohnson@
vesterheim.org. The cost to attend the marketplace only is $10 and can be paid at the door.
17th Annual Ibsen Festival
April 11-13
Lanesboro, Minn.
Don’t miss the 17th Annual Ibsen Festival, featuring a world premiere adaptation of Ibsen’s rarely
produced masterpiece “Brand.” As always, the
festival will include lectures, fine art, music, postshow discussions, and many other events to put
this work into context for a twenty-first century
audience. www.ibsenfest.org

NEW YORK

Crafts with Hildur & Korka
through May 21, Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m.
New York City, N.Y.
Toddlers can put their eager hands and curious
minds into Nordic themes and materials in
morning workshops led by Hildur and Korka
from the Heimbold Family Children’s Playing and
Learning Center at the Scandinavia House. $5
ASF Family Associate and above. Members with
Playing and Learning Center Pass only; toddler+
Darkness & Light: Contemporary Nordic
Photography
now – April 26
New York, N.Y.
ASF presents Darkness & Light: Contemporary
Nordic Photography at Scandinavia House. The
exhibition features a selection of over 30 works
by 10 emerging and established photographers
from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and
Sweden, demonstrating the breadth and strength
of Nordic photography today. Free.
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Calendar of Events
“The Norwegians”
now – April 27
New York, N.Y.
“The Norwegians” is a comedy about Norwegian
gangsters showing at the Drilling Company Theater, located at 236 West 78th Street. Showings
occur at 7:00 p.m. on Mondays, 8:00 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays, as well as 3:00 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays. Cost is $59.99 or $39.99
for ASF Members.
17th May Parade Fundraiser
April 6, 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
There are a great many expenses involved in carrying out the parade. This year’s fundraiser will
take place at the Salty Dog, 7609 Third Avenue,
Brooklyn. It is a fun event at which one can mingle with other fellow Norwegian Americans and
enjoy good food and camaraderie.
Artist Talk: photographer Thora Dolven Balke
April 8, 6:30 p.m.
New York, N.Y.
Photographer Thora Dolven Balke discusses her
artistic practice and the new works created for
Darkness & Light: Contemporary Nordic Photography. Thora Dolven Balke (b. 1982) has exhibited
extensively in Norway and internationally. She is
currently a resident at the International Studio
and Curatorial Program (ISCP) in Brooklyn, N.Y.
Viking Auction at the Nansen Lodge 410
April 12, 12:00 p.m.
Staten Island, N.Y.
The Ladies auxiliary of Nansen Lodge 410, Sons of
Norway will sponsor their annual Viking Auction
on Saturday April 12, in their main hall located
at 3465 Victory Blvd. SI NY 10314. Doors open at
noon. There will be numerous raffles, children’s
table, tom bola, and 50/50. The Norsk Boutique
will sell Scandinavian gift items along with cheeses and chocolates. Enjoy a lunch of Lapskaus,
homemade soups, hamburgers, and hot dogs.
Top it off with homemade waffles and ice cream
or purchase desserts from the cake table. Winners will be chosen starting 6:00 p.m.
The 59th Annual Miss Norway of Greater New
York Contest
April 12, 2:00 p.m.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
For detailed contestant information and application please email us at: niahistoryonline@yahoo.
com. Applications are also being accepted for
Little Miss Norway and Junior Cadets. For further
information and banquet reservations contact
Arlene Rutuelo at (718) 748-1874 or arlenerutuelo@gmail.com. $35 for adults and $15 for children 12 years old or younger.

north carolina

April Meeting of Norsk Carolina
April 19, 4:00 p.m.
Charlotte, N.C.
Join Norsk Carolina Lodge as we celebrate Spring
in Norway and bring a dessert made with fresh
strawberries. Bring a friend along. At Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church. www.norskcarolina.org

oregon

Viking Adventures for Kids
April 6, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Portland, Ore.
Join talented woodworker Carl Paasche for a
behind-the-scenes tour of Woodcrafters, a store
specializing in wood products. Viking Adventurers will get a hands-on opportunity to experience
the different weights, grains, smells, and uses of
this important resource. After the tour, watch
Carl demonstrate how a Norwegian tine box is
constructed.

Reel Nordic Film Night
April 8, 7:00 p.m.
Portland, Ore.
Watch the 1997 film “Hamson” with the Grieg
Lodge. Following the showing, discuss this
film about Nobel Laureate Knut Hamsun, Norway’s most beloved writer prior to the Nazi
occupation. The film is presented in Swedish,
Danish, and Norwegian, with English subtitles.
Book Discussion Group at the Grieg Lodge
April 12, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Portland, Ore.
We are reading the Norwegian actress Liv
Ullmann’s autobiography “Changing.” All are
welcome to join us for discussion of this famous and talented woman. We will also vote
on the books to read for the rest of 2014.

virginia

Lodge Meeting & Program: Art of Folk Art
April 25, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Fairfax, Va.
Norway’s decorative arts heritage employs
symbols from ancient civilizations: Greek, Roman, and Viking. Tina Keune, a Vesterheim
Gold Medalist in the art of Rosemaling and
a 49-year member of this lodge is eager to
illustrate and explain how the meanings in
common shapes, colors, and numbers used in
carvings, textiles, decorative painting, jewelry,
and nature traveled to the Scandinavian countries, bringing religious lessons to a major segment of the population who could not read.
www.norwaydc.org/programs/art-of-folk-art

Washington

Norwegian Genealogy Workshop
April 12, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Bothell, Wash.
A Norwegian Genealogy Workshop will be
held on April 12 with Jan Sjåvik, Department
Chair in Scandinavian Studies at the University
of Washington. The main focus will be how
to research and read Norwegian probate records. Bring a sack lunch and your laptop (not
required). Cost is $25 per person or $40 per
family. At the Bothell Sons of Norway Lodge.
Contact Selma Snaring at (425) 385-2144 or
Gary Ramstad at (206) 365-6913 for more
information. Register before April 5, 2014.
www.bothellsonsofnorway.org.
Mostly Nordic: “Breaking the Language Barrier: Norwegian & Danish Songs by Foreigners”
April 27, 4:00 p.m.
Seattle, Wash.
Soprano Laura Loge, specialist in Scandinavian
Art Songs, is joined by Seattle Opera Chorus
Master Beth Kirchhoff and Seattle Symphony
and Seattle Chamber Players’ Laura DeLuca.
The trio presents an in-depth, fascinating exploration of the vivid network of Grieg, Delius,
and Schumann paired with the evocative and
haunting work of American composer Abbie
Betinis. Purchase Concert + Smörgåsbord Tickets or Concert-Only Tickets at www.nordicmuseum.org/events.aspx#mostlynordic. No
fees! Concert + Smörgåsbord: $47 for Members; $55 for non-Members. Concert Only:
$22 for Members; $27 for Non-Members.

Wisconsin

44th Annual Norse Rosemaling Show
April 12-13, 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Milwaukee, Wis.
A juried exhibition of Norwegian rosemaling
and competition, ethnic foods, sales table,
demonstrations in rosemaling, woodenware
sales, raffle, silent auction, and Norwegian
dancers performing on Sunday at 1:00 p.m.

Send your event to naw@norway.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Check blog.norway.com/events-calendar for complete listings

Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.
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In your neighborhood

Annual Nordic Marketplace
packed with entertainment
Friends of Vesterheim Museum host the Nordic
Celebration and Marketplace in Minneapolis

< russia

From page 3

Also affected are a number of other planned
activities, including a visit by a high-ranking
Russian military commander as well as a
port visit by the Russian Navy. Norway
will also postpone the visit of the Russian
Minister of Defense, Mr. Sjoigu, that had
been scheduled for April 2014.
The suspension of planned military
activities is in accordance with the actions
taken by several of our closest allies as
well as our Nordic neighbors, the Defense
Minister says.
As a neighbor of Russia, it is important
for Norway to retain its cooperation with
Russia in areas such as Search and Rescue,
maritime safety, as well as Coast Guard
and Border Guard collaboration. This is to
ensure the safety of all parties at sea in the

< math

From page 1

Special Release
Vesterheim

Everyone is invited to the 41st Annual
Nordic Celebration and Marketplace, hosted
by the Twin Cities Area Friends of Vesterheim Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah, Iowa. The event will be held Saturday,
April 12, at the Minneapolis Marriott Southwest, 5801 Opus Parkway, Minnetonka.
There is the option of attending a luncheon, or a dinner, or both. Throughout the
afternoon, the Nordic Marketplace will entertain you with art, demonstrations, presentations, food, music, and more.
This year, Norway celebrates the bicentennial of the signing of the Norwegian
constitution. “Whether you have Norwegian
heritage or not, the Nordic Celebration and
Marketplace is a great way to honor Norway’s independence and to enjoy Nordic
folk art, food, and history,” Mimi Gandrud,
from the event planning committee, said.
Proceeds from the event benefit Vesterheim.
The luncheon will be from 12:00-2:00
p.m. and will feature the program “The History of Norwegian Sweaters” by Vesterheim
Chief Curator, Laurann Gilbertson. In this
popular and entertaining talk, Gilbertson
explains the different types, styles, patterns,
and symbols of Norwegian sweaters. The
luncheon will include greetings from Honorary Norwegian consul General in Minneapolis, Gary Gandrud, and Vesterheim Board of
Directors Chair, Kate Martinson.
The Nordic Marketplace will be from
2:00-5:30 p.m. and you’ll find beautiful Nordic goods for sale, artists demonstrating their
craft, delicious Scandinavian treats and coffee, samples of the traditional Scandinavian
liquor aquavit, live music, and a book signing by Kathleen Ernst, author of “Heritage
of Darkness,” a mystery novel set at Vesterheim. Duluth-area artists Alison Aune, Ann
Jenkins, Ann Klefstad, and Arna Rennan,
whose work is on view at Vesterheim in the
exhibition “Four from the North,” will give

Photo courtesy of Vesterheim
Jock Holmen and other artists demonstrate their
craft at the Nordic Celebration and Marketplace
in the Twin Cities.

a presentation about their art. John Christianson, Professor Emeritus of History at Luther
College will talk about the history of Norway’s celebration of the signing of the constitution, Syttende Mai. There will be a silent
auction and a raffle for a Brekke Tour travel
voucher for $1,000.
The Gala Dinner will be from 6:00-8:00
p.m. and includes entertainment by Nordivas, a music group performing Norwegian
folk songs. The featured dinner guest will be
Joe Schmit, Sport Anchor for KSTP-TV in
Minneapolis, winner of 15 National Television Academy Emmy Awards, and author of
“Silent Impact: Stories of Influence.” There
will be a live auction and a chance to win a
$400 Moods of Norway gift certificate.
Tickets for the luncheon or dinner include the marketplace and are $60 per adult,
$30 for each child, 12 years old and under.
Seating is limited. Advanced reservations
are necessary and should be made by April
4 by contacting Vesterheim at 563-382-9681
or snjohnson@vesterheim.org. The cost to
attend the marketplace only is $10 and can
be paid at the door. To take advantage of discounted room rates for overnight stays, call
the Marriott reservations desk at 888-8871681 or 952-935-5500 and mention Vesterheim. For further information, please check
the museum’s website at vesterheim.org.
Through 24,000 objects and 12 historic
buildings, Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum in Decorah, Iowa, shares the most
comprehensive collection of NorwegianAmerican artifacts in the world. For more
information on the museum’s exhibitions,
classes, events, membership opportunities,
and ways to donate, check Vesterheim’s website at vesterheim.org, call (563) 382-9681,
or write to Vesterheim Norwegian-American
Museum, 502 W. Water St., P.O. Box 379,
Decorah, IA, 52101-0379.

tems, in mathematical physics and in probability theory. Many mathematical results are
named after him, including Kolmogorov–Sinai entropy, Sinai’s billiards, Sinai’s random
walk, Sinai-Ruelle-Bowen measures, and
Pirogov-Sinai theory.
Sinai is highly respected in both physics
and mathematics communities as the major
architect of the most bridges connecting the
world of deterministic (dynamical) systems
with the world of probabilistic (stochastic)
systems. During the past half-century Yakov
Sinai has written more than 250 research papers and a number of books.
Yakov Sinai has trained and influenced
a generation of leading specialists in his research fields. Much of his research has become a standard toolbox for mathematical
physicists. The Abel Committee says, “His
works had and continue to have a broad and

< climate
From page 3

and ocean surface temperature in 2013 was
14.5°C (58.1°F)—0.50°C (0.90°F) above
the 1961-1990 average and 0.03°C (0.05°F)
higher than the 2001-2010 decadal average.
Temperatures in many parts of the southern
hemisphere were especially warm, with Australia having its hottest year on record and
Argentina its second hottest.
The WMO Director General warned:
“There is no standstill in global warming.
The warming of our oceans has accelerated,
and at lower depths. More than 90 percent
of the excess energy trapped by greenhouse
gases is stored in the oceans. These greenhouse gases are at record levels, meaning
that our atmosphere and oceans will continue
to warm for centuries to come. The laws of
physics are non-negotiable.”
While the news is disturbing, to say the
least, and may be contested by some, Jarraud insisted: “Weather forecasting, including of storms and other hazards, has become
much more skilful in recent years. As demonstrated in October by Cyclone Phailin, the
second strongest tropical cyclone to strike
India since modern records began, improved
forecasting, combined with government action to build national resilience and provide
shelters, greatly reduces the loss of life. We
must continue strengthening preparedness
and early warning systems and implementing a multi-hazard approach to disaster risk
reduction.”
WMO’s report, which is an internation-
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High North, as well as preserving stability
and predictability in our immediate region,
Defense Minister Søreide says.
Cooperation between Russia and
Norway will continues in fisheries, matters of
ensuring nuclear security, and environmental
protection, according to Norwegian Foreign
Minister Borge Brende. Border cooperation
between the two countries will continue as
well, the minister said. Since 1949 when
Norway joined the North Atlantic Alliance
peace has reigned and will reign on the
Russian-Norwegian border. Norway will
continue cooperation with Russia, the
Norwegian foreign minister declared.
Norway, which is not a member of the
European Union, had earlier joined EU
sanctions against Russia, which was quite
a sufficient measure to express Norway’s
solidarity with its NATO partners, the
foreign minister said.
profound impact on mathematics and physics, as well as on the ever-fruitful interaction
between these two fields.”
Yakov G. Sinai has received many distinguished international awards. In 2013 he
was awarded the Leroy P. Steele Prize for
Lifetime Achievement from the American
Mathematical Society. Other awards include
the Wolf Prize in Mathematics (1997), the
Nemmers Prize in Mathematics (2002), the
Henri Poincaré Prize from the International
Association of Mathematical Physics (2009)
and the Dobrushin International Prize from
the Institute of Information Transmission of
the Russian Academy of Sciences (2009).
The Abel Prize is awarded by the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters.
The choice of the Abel Laureate is based on
the recommendation of the Abel Committee,
which is composed of five internationally
recognized mathematicians. The Abel Prize
and associated events are funded by the Norwegian Government.
ally recognized authoritative source of information, highlights the key climate events of
2013:
* Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda), one of the
strongest storms to ever make landfall, devastated parts of the central Philippines.
* Surface air temperatures over land in the
Southern Hemisphere were very warm, with
widespread heat waves; Australia saw record warmth for the year, Argentina its second warmest year and New Zealand its third
warmest.
* Frigid polar air plummeted into parts of
Europe and the southeast United States.
* Angola, Botswana, and Namibia were
gripped by severe drought.
* Heavy monsoon rains led to severe floods
on the India-Nepal border.
* Heavy rains and floods impacted northeast
China and the eastern Russian Federation.
* Heavy rains and floods affected Sudan and
Somalia.
* Major drought affected southern China.
* Northeastern Brazil experienced its worst
drought in the past 50 years.
* The widest tornado ever observed struck El
Reno, Oklahoma, in the United States.
* Extreme precipitation led to severe floods
in Europe’s Alpine region and in Austria,
Czech Republic, Germany, Poland, and
Switzerland.
* Israel, Jordan, and Syria were struck by unprecedented snowfall.
* Greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere reached record highs.
* The global oceans reached new record high
sea levels.
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Cormontan,
Rønningen Ramblings Theodora
forgotten composer
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

A Minnesota couple discovered this little-known
Norwegian composer in a box of discarded
music, but they’re bringing her works to life

SOS Children’s Villages:
A safe home for all children

Photos: courtesy of Aust-Agder kulturhistoriske
senter (left), Scott Means (below)
Left: Theodora Cormontan (standing) with older sister
Eivinda and her father, Provst Even Cormontan, c. 1865.
Below: Bonnie and Michael Jorgensen perform Theodora
Cormontan’s “Ungbirken” (“Young Birch,” poetry by
Jørgen Moe) at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter,
Minnesota on February 24, 2013.

SOS Barnebyer: Et trygt hjem for alle barn
Not every child is fortunate enough to
have a safe home or parents who care for
them, but through programs like the SOS
Children’s Villages there are fewer children
left alone. Started in Austria by Hermann
Gmeiner in 1949 to meet the needs of WWII
orphans, SOS Children’s Villages has grown
to become an international organization.
In Norway, the SOS Barnebyer (SOS
Children’s Villages) has been in existence
since 1964 when, under the umbrella Norske
venner av SOS-barnebyer (the Norwegian
friends of the SOS Children’s Villages), they
donated money to the building of the Fridtjof Nansens hus (house) in the SOS Children’s Village in Daegu, South Korea. The
Norwegian organization continued to sponsor individual houses in villages around the
world until 1979 when they sponsored their
first complete SOS Children’s Village in
Rajshahi, Bangledesh. In 1983 the name of
the Norwegian organization changed to SOS
Barnebyer.
There are 1.1 million children under
the age of 18 in Norway, and although the
government protects their rights, there are
still many who fall through the cracks. 2008
statistics from the SOS website state that
“in Norway around 34,000 children are receiving assistance or are under protection
from the state, around five to ten percent of
children experience some form of physical
or sexual abuse, about five percent report
they had been bullied in school and nearly
100,000 children are exposed to repetitive
domestic violence.” It is likely some if not
all of those numbers are higher today.
In response to those internal needs, the
Norwegian association started intensive
work in Bergen in 2004, opening the first
SOS Children’s Village on Bergen’s Western coast in 2008. As of 2013, a second
Norwegian village is in the works. It is also
interesting to note that the Norwegian SOS
Children’s Villages is the largest contributor to the worldwide SOS organization with
financial responsibility for 210 programs in
42 countries.
Although global partners include the
United Nations, the Council of Europe, the
European Union, and NGO groups as well
as celebrities whose public platforms add to

awareness of projects and need, the heart of
the SOS Children’s Villages is the work and
financial contributions from individual sponsors. My husband and I “adopted” a child
from Columbia a few years ago, and our financial support is taken directly from our account each month. We write letters and send
occasional small gifts to our child, feeling
blessed ourselves knowing our small contribution is making the life of one little boy a
little bit better.
Johannes and his family, also active in
SOS Children’s Villages, decided to highlight the needs of Syrian children in their
own way. In a Norwegian YouTube video
gone viral (website link found at the end of
this article) and watched by over 1.5 million
viewers within the first 24 hours, a young
boy is sitting in an Oslo bus stop in the middle of winter without a coat, hat, or gloves. A
hidden camera captures the reactions of the
people he encounters. “People should care
as much about children in Syria as they care
about this boy,” says Synne Rønning, Public
Relations Manager of SOS Children’s Villages, Norway (you can also find the link on
SOS Barnebyer website as well as an English transcript and more information).
Over one million children and adults in
more than 2,300 facilities in 133 countries
and territories around the world benefit from
SOS Children’s Villages. Because of the care
shown by countless individuals, these children and adults have a safe home, a caring
family, and a well-paved road towards the
future.
Websites:
• SOS Norway: www.sos-barnebyer.no (in
Norwegian)
• International site: www.sos-childrensvillages.org (in English)
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/soschildrensvillages
• YouTubeVideo created in Norway
that has gone viral: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=L9O8j9QPZc8

Join our community!
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Roy Jorgensen

Hopewell Junction, N.Y.
In May of 2011 Bonnie Jorgensen, a
professional pianist, ran into some friends in
a grocery store in St. Peter, Minnesota. They
offered Bonnie some boxes of music that
had been in their family several generations,
since they were moving and downsizing. A
few days later Bonnie and her husband Michael, a music professor at Gustavus Adolphus College, were looking through one of
the boxes and discovered about 150 original
music manuscripts by a composer named
Theodora Cormontan. Impressed by the sophistication of her writing, the Jorgensens
decided to do some research.
They discovered that Theodora Cormontan was born in Norway in 1840 and
grew up in the southern seacoast town of
Arendal, where her father, Reverend Even
Cormontan, was an influential clergyman in
the (Lutheran) State Church of Norway. Her
economically advantaged position allowed
Theodora to study music for seven years in
Germany and Denmark. After her mother
died in 1865, Theodora returned to Arendal
to live with her father and older sister Eivinda.
Theodora sang and played the piano in
concerts throughout the region, including
some of her own compositions. She became
one of the first Norwegian women to have
her music published in 1875. Probably frustrated with the reticence of publishers to accept anything but vocal music by women,
Theodora became the first woman in Norway
to start her own music publishing company
in 1879.
The failure of the Arendal banks and
the loss of the Cormontan home to fire in
1886 likely prompted Theodora to quit her
successful business and to join her father (at
the age of 89) and sister in immigrating to

Minnesota in 1887, where they eventually
joined her brother Hans, a carpenter, and her
brother C. G. V. (Gottfred Christian Vogelsang), a pharmacist.
Reverend Cormontan died in 1893.
The remaining four siblings never married and lived together in southeastern and
south central Minnesota for most of the next
thirty years. Theodora taught music lessons, played the organ in several churches,
conducted choirs, gave public piano performances, and continued composing. In 1917,
with their two brothers deceased, Theodora
and Eivinda moved to the Aase Haugen
Home a few miles west of Decorah, Iowa.
Theodora and her sister died there in 1922
and 1924, respectively.
Theodora found publishers in the United States for a few of her works, but most
remained unpublished despite their overall
quality. Challenges related to gender discrimination, her immigrant status, economic
struggles, not living in a metropolitan area,
and dealing with a significant physical disability (the result of a train accident about
six months after arriving in Minnesota) likely mitigated her success at disseminating her
music despite her best efforts.
Bonnie and Michael are dedicated to
sharing the life and music of Theodora Cormontan, believing that she deserves to be
heard, appreciated, and remembered. They
have performed Cormontan’s music for St.
Olaf College, Luther College, and numerous Norwegian-American organizations.
This summer they will be presenting at the
Daughters of Norway national convention in
Minneapolis.
More information regarding Theodora
Cormontan may be found on their website,
JorgensenNotes.com. They can be heard
performing some of Cormontan’s music on
YouTube.
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arts & entertainment

East of the Sun and West of the Moon
Looking Glass Theatre’s Norwegian folk tale turned
play delights audiences of all ages in Brooklyn
Victoria Hofmo
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Perhaps you have seen the iconic Norwegian image of a beautiful young girl, hair
cascading over her shoulders, riding a polar
bear. Perhaps you did not know the genesis
of this image; for it serves as a popular illustration for a beloved Norwegian folktale
“East of the Sun, West of the Moon.” It is
one of the Norwegian tales that was recorded and put in print by folklorists Asbjørnsen
and Moe, around 1845. But of course it had
been a long-time favorite before then. It is
often compared to Beauty and the Beast,
but with a golden apple, golden needle and
thread, and a grape seed. Oh yes, and a Polar
or White Bear.
Lucky children of all ages in the New
York area can watch this folk tale come to
life in a performance at the Gallery Players
space on 14th Street in Brooklyn, brought to
you by the Looking Glass Theatre. This version of the play was written by Frankie Little
Hardin and directed by Julia Stirling Martin.
The protagonist and hero is the youngest daughter in a poor family. She agrees to
go away with a White Bear in exchange for
her family being provided with sufficient
food and shelter. The Bear has one request,
that the girl not look at him in the evening.
It is then that he turns into a man. He has
been enchanted by a Troll Queen whom he

< eurodok
From page 1

visited Eurodok.
“This year’s Eurodok went beyond expectations, with full auditoria and a good
atmosphere, confirming that the interest in
documentaries is greater than ever, and that
audiences still prefer to watch a documentary in a theatre rather than at home. We are
very pleased with the festival and an average increase of attendance of 35% at each
screening,” said festival director Jan Langlo.
This year’s Eurodok Prize went to Ne
Me Quitte Pas from The Netherlands/Belgium, directed by Sabine Lubbe Bakker and
Niels van Koevorden. In the film we meet
Bob and Marcel, two elderly alcoholics, who
have lost faith in life and themselves. Both
are drowning their sorrows in alcohol – a lot
of it. They spend the days in Bob’s kitchen,
where they talk openly about love, life and
death, and we get a strong insight into their
friendship, fates, hope, despair, and – especially – their gallows humour.
“The winner of the Eurodok Prize 2014
is characterised by an impressive documentary craftsmanship, with an excellent camera
work that contributes to blot out the distance
between the filmic space and us in front of
the screen. It is a strong story of vulnerability and addiction, fear of separation, which
zeroes a human being at a place in life, where
opportunities are no longer available. There
are moments in the film which the jury will
carry for a long time,” the jury explained.
A Special Mention went to the Swedish
documentary Belleville Baby by Mia Engberg, a story of love, deceit, honor, power,
sex, drugs, and rock.
“The jury’s Special Mention goes to a
film with a strong, personal mark. The intimacy with the narrator and the narrator’s

had wronged, and his spell will never be broken if he is seen in human form. It is the last
evening of his year-long enchantment when
the Troll Queen entices the girl to break her
promise, even providing her with a candle.
Sadly, he now has to go with the Troll
Queen and marry her daughter. That is when
the girl makes it her quest to find the Bear.
All she has to go by is that he is being kept
in a castle that is east of the wind and west of
the moon. Along the way she is given a golden apple, a golden needle and thread, and a
seed, all of which will come in handy. Eventually, she is able to find him and save him, a
nice twist having a female save a male.
The performance was a delight. The cast
of only five performers found creative ways
in which to involve the audience. I especially
liked watching the Troll Queen and Daughter’s relationship and physicality. It was hysterical when the cast played the east, west,
south, and north winds, each with a regional
twist and appropriate tune in the background.
There are many lovely lessons in this
story. The girl fiercely strives to save the
Bear Prince, after she has broken her promise to him. It is not that the girl is unafraid,
but rather that she is. She faces her fears; a
lesson that children of both genders, as well
as adults, can relate to and learn from. I also
liked how each gift that the girl is given
relates to wisdom about love. The golden
apple represents the idea that love must be

Photo courtesy of the Looking Glass Theatre
To save her father and mother, a young daughter makes a promise to live with a beastly bear, whose
palace is secretly filled with nasty, bumbling trolls. East of the Sun and West of the Moon, based on a
Scandinavian folk tale, is on now at the Looking Glass Theatre.

nourished. The golden needle and thread reminds us that love needs careful mending.
The grape seed shows that love grows with
patience.
This performance offers: a good story,
good acting, and audience interaction, which
makes for a captivating hour whether you

are or are not accompanied by a child. Don’t
miss it!
The play can be seen on Saturdays, May 3,
May 31, and June 21. For further information email www.lookingglasstheatrenyc.com
Use code “Bear” to get $5 tickets.

thoughts and feelings is intense, but the film
never becomes private, because the story of
two persons who once meant everything to
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!
each other, tempestuous young love, goes beyond the concrete and anecdotal to become a
depiction of human conditions, which invite
us into darkness and light,” the jury said.
Eight films were selected for the EuroStreaming live on the internet at:
pean competition program. The jury includApril 2014
ed festival director Tommy Lørdahl, of the Ad forwww.1150kknw.com
Oslo International Film Festival, editor Lars
Ole Kristiansen, of the Montages web magazine, and director Kari Moe (Bravehearts/Til
LEIF ERIKSON LODGE 2-001 - SONS OF NORWAY
ungdommen/2012).
This year’s audiences voted the NorweCulture, entertainment; fun for young and old - COME JOIN US
gian documentary No Word for Worry their
April 7, 14, 21, 28 -- Basic Norwegian for
April 12 -- 2nd Sat. Happy Hour-- 5-8p
favorite film. Directed by Runar Jarle, it
Travelers. Class Free Materials $10
$5 for 2 drinks and light supper
depicts the little known Mergui archipelago
April 9 -- 2nd Wed.
April 30 -- Norwegian-Swedish Exchange
outside the Myanmar coast, where the Mo5:30p Social Hour--Members/Guests
Dinner/Dance $10 (LEL Members free)
6:00p Dinner $12 (menu: Roast Pork, Rainier
ken people have lived unchanged since the
May
Heads Up: May 18 -- Spaghetti DinCherry Chutney, boiled potatoes, green
world began, above and below water. But
ner $7/adults, $5/kids and Bingo $10
beans -- beverage included)
because of rigorous restrictions in the coun6:45p Program: The Fate of the Greenland
More Info: www.leiferiksonlodge.com
tries they sail between, the Moken people
Norse presented by Erik Gjesfjeld
Space at the Leif Erikson Lodge is available
has been forced ashore, where they easily get
7:30p Membership Meeting
for rentals for your events. Call: 206-783-1274.
lost in the demands of modernity and adaptation of the big society.
2245 NW 57th St, Seattle, WA 98107 -- More Info: (206) 783-1274
The winners of the Eurodok Prize and
the Audience Prize received an original work
of art by Norwegian filmmaker, musician
and multi-talent Kim Hiorthøy.

The Scandinavian Hour
KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST

Organized by Oslo’s Cinemateket, the European documentary film festival Eurodok
unspooled between Wednesday, 19-Sunday,
23 March. The festival wants to promote
the best of new, European documentaries
and take the temperature of Europe, filmic
and political. Since 2003 Eurodok has had
its own competition program with awards
for Best Documentary; this year, for the first
time, the audiences have voted for the Audience Award.
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Norwegian Language Corner
NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES and TROLLS

Volume 1

With 18 classic folk tales, fairy tales and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English, “Tuss og Troll” is now
serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner. The stories are from the collections
of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland,
Johannes Farestveit, and Nana Rise-Lynum. Translated by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad
Raneng. “Tuss og Troll” was edited, designed and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri publishing.
Copyright © Norsk Barneblad.
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her husband, came home throwing her in the tor and publisher of the Western Viking, was
air and saying, “The war is over. The war is in Oslo, “The 7th of June is a day to be reover.” Tina remembers, “You can never for- membered... King Haakon was straight as
get these seconds like that. Peace. I fell down a rod... because that was the day when we
by a chair praying, Thank you God. The war could call ourselves a free nation again. We
is over. It was like a burden. What did I think could say what we wanted without being
afraid that the Gestapo would come knockabout? The flag, find the flag.”
Hans Viken also recalled the 17th of ing on the door at night. We could do what
May in Brandbu Norway, “There were more we pleased, we could travel and go and
people out than ever than any 17th of May come. So that was the day that anybody who
before or after. You can have everything, but lived through those years would be rememif you don’t have freedom you don’t have bered as the biggest day they ever had.”
much and that’s what we found out.”
Finally on June 7, 1945, King Haakon Based on interviews done of lodge members
came home to Norway, five years after es- in 1995, the 50th anniversary of the end of
caping in the dramatic retreat north in 1940. WWII in Norway. Originally printed in Leif
(And 40 years after June 7, 1905, the day Erikson Lodge’s Newsletter, Vikingen, and
Norway received its independence from reprinted here with permission from Chris2.NAW.Holand.CMYK.20March2014.qxp_Layout
1 3/20/14
7:37
PM Page
1 LEL.
Sweden and King Haakon was crowned
tine
Anderson
and
King of Norway.) Henning Boe, former edi-

WINNER of 2 National Awards!

History of the Norwegian Settlements:
A translated and expanded version of the
1908 De Norske Settlementers Historie and the
1930 Den Siste Folkevandring
Sagastubber fra Nybyggerlivet i Amerika

By Hjalmar Rued Holand

Julegjestene
del 2

The christmas guests
part 2

Og krykkja som den gamle kona
hadde under armen, vart til ei harpe.
Jenta fann seg ein krakk som ho sette seg
på, og så spela ho og song dei gamle julesongane. Så fager song hadde mannen og
kona aldri høyrt før, og dei sat som fjetra.
Men etter ei stund tok dei til å verta
svoltne, og då dei snudde seg mot bordet, var det fullt av julemat. Her var både
ribbe, pølse og kjøtkaker — og sylte og
lefse. Til og med ei lita øltønne stod på
bordet, og det var kaffi og kaker av alle
slag.
— Eg tok med litt ekstra, sa den unge
mannen, — fordi de var så snille å be meg
på sjølvaste julekvelden. Så sette dei seg
til bords og åt og drakk. Det var så mykje
god mat at dei vart sitjande og eta i fleire
timar. Og det var som om fata aldri vart
tome.
Då dei endeleg reiste seg, tok den
unge jenta fram to posar med gullpengar.
— Desse skal de få som julegåve fordi de
ikkje berre tenkjer på dykk sjølve på julekvelden. Mannen takka og tok imot. Det
gjorde kona òg, men ho fekk ikkje fram
eit ord.
Gode og mette sette dei seg alle ned
og såg på det vakre juletreet, og på skinet frå dei levande ljosa som dansa på dei
mørke tømmerveggene. Då høyrde dei
brått eit rop utanfrå. Det var så klagande
at det gjekk gjennom marg og bein.
Dei såg på kvarandre. Ingen — heller
ikkje den unge jenta og den unge mannen — hadde lyst til å gå ut i den mørke
natta.
— Det kan vera eit menneske i naud,
sa mannen.
— Og eit menneske i naud må vi hjelpa, la kona til.

And the crutch the old woman had
under her arm turned into a harp. The
young girl found a stool to sit on, and
she played and sang the old Christmas
carols. Such beautiful songs the man and
his wife had never heard before, and they
sat spellbound.
But after a little while they became
hungry, and when they turned to the table, it was full of Christmas food. There
were ribs, sausages, and meatballs — as
well as head cheese and flatbread. There
was even a little beer barrel that sat on
the table, and there was coffee and cakes
of all types.
“I brought a little extra,” said the
young man, “because you were so kind
as to invite me on Christmas Eve itself.”
Then they sat at the table and ate and
drank. There was so much good food that
they sat and ate for many hours. And it
seemed as if the dishes would never be
empty.
When they finally stood up from the
table, the young girl took out two bags
with gold coins. “These you shall receive
as Christmas presents because you did
not only think of yourselves on Christmas
Eve.” The man thanked her and accepted.
The wife did as well, though she did not
manage to utter a single word.
Being good and full, they all sat
down and looked at the beautiful Christmas tree, and at the glimmer of the lively
lights that danced on the dark timber
walls. Suddenly, they heard a howl from
outside. It was so woeful that it could be
felt through both marrow and bone.
They looked at each other. None of
them — not even the young girl, nor the
young man — wished to go out into the
dark night.
“It could be a person in need,” said
the man.
“And a person in need we must
help,” added the wife.
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