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Online News
Dateline Oslo
Opera passes iPhone to
lead mobile-browser
market

Norway’s Opera Software
overtook Apple’s iPhone
browser in May as the most
popular mobile browser in
the world, Web analytics firm
StatCounter said on June 9.

Norwegians on board
missing Air France plane

Three Norwegian citizens
were travelling on board the
Air France plane which went
missing with 228 persons over
the Atlantic on Monday, on
its way from Brazil to Paris,
according to the Norwegian
Department
of
Foreign
Affairs. One of the missing
Norwegians is an employee
of the Norwegian energy
company StatoilHydro. He
was on his way to Norway on a
business trip together with two
of the company’s Brazilian
employees.
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Happy Birthday, NAW!
The Norwegian American Weekly
celebrates 120 years of publishing
Compiled by
Christy Olsen Field
The Norwegian American
press was once described as a
“near avalanche of newspapers”
by historian Arlow W. Andersen.
Visiting journalists from Norway
expressed great surprise at the
number of newspapers that found
subscribers in an expanding
Norwegian American community.
It was a striking contrast with the
homeland, which was described
as this: “Servents, cotters, and
laborers in 19th century Norway
found newspapers too expensive
and not necessary for their simple
way of life.” On the other hand,
these immigrants adjusting to a new

life in a foreign land became avid
newspaper readers and subscribers
printed in the familiar and
comforting Norwegian language.
The Norwegian immigrant
press had humble beginnings.
The first Norwegian-language
newspaper in the Midwest,
Nordlyset (Northern Lights),
appeared in the Muskego, Wis.
settlement in 1847, 22 years after
the first Norwegian immigrants
arrived in New York on the
Restauration sloop. The Norwegian
American press flourished with the

CONTINUES PAGE 17

The Bergen Line
celebrates 100 years

Photo courtesy of “Our Enduring Heritage - The Life of a Norwegian-American
Family” by Roald G. Lund.

Gunnar at work in the Washington Posten’s one-room office located in Seattle,
Wash. in 1907

Working together to improve
child and maternal health

Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg met
The scenic Norwegian railway celebrates with Bill and Melinda Gates to discuss
international health, the role of the private
milestone through a number of events
sector in the fight against poverty, and how
beginning June 4
the international financial crisis is affecting
the world’s poorest
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Construction of the famous line was completed in 1909.

Berit Hessen

Managing Editor

On Nov. 27, 1909, a railway
between Norway’s two largest
cities, Bergen and Oslo, was
opened as the Bergen Line. At
the same time, one of Europe’s

most spectacular railways was
opened to traffic. The Bergen Line
remains one of the world’s most
famous railways and as recently

CONTINUES PAGE 13
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Bill and Melinda Gates, moderator Siri Lill Mannes and Prime Minister Jens
Stoltenberg at the Opera House in Oslo.

Special Release

Prime
Minister
Jens
Stoltenberg stressed, “It is
unacceptable and unnecessary

that 10 million mothers and
children die every year. A
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News
New Gas arena for Norway

The Ministry of Petroleum and Energy
(MPE) has asked Gassco to lay the basis for
establishing a meeting place which brings
together industrial enterprises seeking to
use natural gas in Norway. In its mandate
to Gassco, the MPE notes that the government’s goal is to facilitate increased use of
gas for Norwegian industrial activities.
The ministry accordingly wants an arena
where industry with wishes or plans for operations based on this commodity can consult specialists on gas transport, quality and
domestic availability. Gassco will submit a
plan for establishing an arena of this kind to
the MPE before the summer holidays begin
at the end of June. (Gassco.no)

Health data from 20 countries

Health professionals in more than 20 African
and Asian countries are registering information using computer software and a database
coordinated by the University of Oslo. This
may lead to improved health services for
millions of people. The system is specially
designed for registering health information
in low- and middle-income countries, and
it contains all routine information that is
collected within each country’s health care
system. This provides an overview of information such as vaccine coverage, AIDS
patients undergoing treatment, and outbreak
of diseases. The World Health Organisation
(WHO) is actively promoting the system in
potential user countries. The software has
been developed through an international network of countries in the South, coordinated

by the Department of Informatics at the University of Oslo. (Forskningsradet.no)

Command moves to the Arctic

The Barents Observer reported that on August 1, 2009 the Norwegian Operational
Command Headquarters will open in Reitan,
outside Bodø. This will make make Norway
the first country to move its military command leadership to the Arctic. Operational
command is currently located in Stavanger,
with a subordinated Regional Command in
Northern Norway in Bodø. The move is in
line with the Government’s increased focus
on the northern regions. (Barents Observer)

Oil company invests in University
Det norske oljeselskap ASA has made a commitment to support the Faculty of Sciences at
the University of Tromsø by funding a grant
of NOK 8.7 million. The company has signed
a research agreement that includes purchase
and use of advanced scientific equipment, a
so-called XRF scanner. They will also fund
the position of a researcher at the department
of Geology, to ensure qualified operation of
the scanner. (Detnor.no)

Children from minorities
struggle in schools

Children from language minorities do less
well in school, compared with other children, according to a new report on “Migrant
Education” from OECD, which will be presented in Oslo this week. The OECD report
points out that the performance by children

from first generation immigrants is particularly poor, in particular when it comes to vocational training. Education Minister Baard
Vegar Solhjell says the report reveals a very
worrying situation. (NRK)

New record for arms export

The exports of Norwegian arms and military
material reached a new record in 2008. Sales
abroad last year totaled NOK 4.2 billion, an
increase by 22 percent compared with the
previous year. This is shown by a government
report on arms exports presented to the Storting on Friday. It also shows that most of the
increase is found in the export of arms and
ammunition to the United States. Most of the
export of Norwegian defence material goes
to NATO member nations and to Sweden
and Finland. The Norwegian Department of
Foreign Affairs last year denied license for
the export of Norwegian produced arms to
ten nations, including Israel and Georgia.

Statue from the U.S. unveiled at
The Emigrant Museum in Hamar

For generations, the “Handcart Pioneers”
sculpture (photo) has been one of the most
famous artworks of Mormonism. On June
7, a copy of Torleif S. Knaphus’ sculpture
has been unveiled at the Norwegian Emigrant Museum in Ottestad. The sculpture is
a casting from the 3-feet-high original commissioned in 1924 by the Daughters of Utah
Handcart Pioneers. That work was displayed
for decades in the old Bureau of Information
Building on Temple Square in Salt Lake City,

where the South Visitors Center now stands.
“It is a natural fit to have a statue about emigrants by a Norwegian emigrant be placed
at the Norwegian Emigrant Museum,” said
Allen P. Gerritsen, a Knaphus grandson and
representative of the Knaphus (pronounced
kuh-NOP-hoos) Family Organization. Knaphus (1881-1965) was a Norwegian convert
to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints who emigrated to Salt Lake City in
1905, where he created many sculptures and
paintings. Besides the handcart statue, perhaps his most famous work is the Hill Cumorah Monument in Palmyra, N.Y., depicting
the angel Moroni. (MormonTimes.com)

Global Education
The PLU campus spanned the globe in 2006
when classes convened in Australia, China, Italy,
Namibia, Peru, Neah Bay, Wash., and on the
Antarctic Peninsula. It was the ﬁrst time that
students from one university studied at the
same time on all seven continents.

Tacoma, Washington

For more information and application for admission visit www.plu.edu.
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Online News

Dateline Oslo
Illegal wolf hunters
become the hunted

Yet another wolf has gone missing
in Norway, and conservationists fear
she’s been killed by increasingly
radical ranchers who want to see
wolves wiped out. Police and
conservationists are now teaming up
to hunt the illegal hunters.

Building costs rise
again

It’s become even more expensive to
build a home in Norway, according
to new figures released on Monday.

Royal birthday parties
hurt palace’s bottom
line

King Harald and Queen Sonja spent
NOK 5.4 million (more than USD
1 million at current exchange rates)
to celebrate their 70th birthdays last
year. That contributed to an annual
deficit on the royal accounts.

New leaders for small
parties
Two of Norway’s small but
surprisingly powerful political
parties held their annual
conventions over the weekend,
and both ended up poised for new
leadership.

Opponents marched
against gay marriage
law

Hundreds of demonstrators from
all over Norway descended on
downtown Oslo over the weekend to
protest the government’s proposed
law allowing same-sex marriages.
For complete articles go to
aftenposten.no/english
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‘Opening night at the Opera’
The expression took on a
whole new meaning in Oslo
over the weekend, when
the Norwegian capital’s
brand new Opera House
officially opened in a blaze
of formalities and fireworks.
E

W

D

Aftenposten.no

Royalty, a few foreign heads of state,
government officials and local celebrities
rubbed shoulders with politicians and
even some ordinary citizens Saturday
evening.
“This house shall now, and for many
generations to come, be filled with song,
music and dance,” said King Harald
in opening remarks during Saturday’s
opening gala. “In this framework of

CONTINUES PAGE 22

Saturday’s opening gala at the new Opera House in Oslo celebrated the inauguration of the 840-million-dollar, white marble structure.

Recent study reveals less
materialism, more idealism
The values of Norwegians have shifted in the past couple of years,
showing a trend away from materialism and towards idealism - and
the people are more satisfied now than they were before.
E

W

D

Aftenposten.no

While the media constantly
serves up the results of opinion polls,
consumer statistics, market analyses
and predictions, Norsk Monitor, a
comprehensive biannual market-research
survey, strives to map out Norwegians’
changing values, beliefs and attitudes
over the years.
Subscribers pay some NOK 300,000
(USD 60,000) each for the results of
the nationwide survey, which has been
carried out every other year since 1985.
The 200-page report is based on
questionnaire responses and extensive
interviews with some 4,000 Norwegians
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A wind of change is blowing Norwegian values in a more idealistic direction.
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News in Norwegian

prosjektet Corridor of Innovation and Cooperation (COINCO) North. Målet er at strekningen Oslo-København skal kunne tilbakelegges med tog på 2 timer og 20 minutter
innen 2025.

Barnehagebarn tjener mer

Jenter som gikk i barnehage på 1970-tallet,
har i dag høyere lønn enn sine medsøstre
som ikke gikk i barnehage. Det viser en fersk
studie der barnehagebarn fra 1970-tallet er
fulgt helt inn i voksenlivet. Generelt viser
undersøkelsen en sammenheng mellom det
å ha gått i barnehage og å ta lengre utdannelse. Det har igjen ført til at barna som gikk
i barnehage for tre tiår siden, i dag har jobber
med høyere lønn enn de som ikke gjorde det.
Forskjellene er størst for jenter og mindre for
gutter.
Prinsesse Ingrid Alexandra sammen med mamma hilser på barn utenfor Slottet. Foto: miljøagentene.no

Slottets miljøagent

Sammen med mamma, kronprinsesse MetteMarit, møtte Prinsesse Ingrid Alexandra
flere hundre barn som hadde tatt turen til
Slottsplassen i miljøparade for å markere
Verdens miljødag, 5. juni. Prinsessen (5)
hadde med seg en egen sekk, som var fylt
med mobiltelefoner, ladere og småelektronikk som var samlet inn på Slottet. Sekken
tømte hun i en egen beholder, som skal sendes til Elretur. Flere statsråder hadde også
tatt oppfordringen fra miljøorganisasjonen
Miljøagentene om å møte på Slottsplassen
for å levere inn elektrisk avfall.

Flertall for høyhastighetstog

Når Nasjonal transportplan ble lagt fram av
transportkomiteen på Stortinget fredag 5.
juni, gikk flertallet inn for å satse på hurtigtog, som går i minimum 250 kilometer i

timen. Målet er å kapre 95 prosent av flypassasjerene mellom Oslo og de største byene.
Konklusjonen var også positiv da Deutsche
Bahn (DB) International i forrige uken la
fram en studie av muligheten for å drive høyhastighetsbane på ulike aktuelle strekninger
i Norge. Konsulentene mener det er strekningene fra Oslo til Trondheim, Bergen og
Stavanger, samt Halden og videre til Sverige
som er aktuelle for tog i opp til 300 kilometer i timen. Kostnadene per banestrekning er
beregnet til et sted mellom 80 og 130 milliarder kroner, noe som tilsier at banene vil
være nedbetalt i løpet av 30 år, heter det i
rapporten. Strekningene Oslo-Skien, OsloLillehammer og Oslo-Halden kan være først
ute, før det blir utvidelser til Stavanger, Bergen og Trondheim og Göteborg og Stockholm. Samtidig håper byrådsleder i Oslo,
Erling Lae, at det skal bli mulig å koble seg
på hurtigtognettet i hele Europa, gjennom

Kystens dag 2009 i Svolvær

Kystens dag ble arrangert for femte gang
9. juni i Svolvær. Fiskeri- og kystminister
Helga Pedersen delte ut Fyrtårnprisen, som
hvert år går til en eller flere personer eller
organisasjoner som har utmerket seg ut over
det vanlige i arbeidet for Norge som fiskeriog kystnasjon. Kystens dag er en feiring av
kysten med en rekke aktiviteter rundt om
i Norge, som på ulike vis markerer både
næringsaktivitet og kultur langs kysten. Dagen ble også markert blant annet under kystfestivalen i Brønnøysund 5. juni, i Risør 7.
juni og i Oslo under Sjømatfestivalen 5. til
7. juni. For mer utfyllende program see nettsidene www.kystensdag.no.

- Takknemlig for innsatsen

Statssekretær Espen Barth Eide møtte 6.
juni den afghanske ministeren for landsbyutvikling, Ehsan Zia. Han uttrykte stor takknemlighet for norsk bistand og den norske innsatsen i Afghanistan, og var spesielt

fornøyd med den norske strategien for helhetlig tilnærming i Faryab-provinsen. Den
afghanske ministeren var glad for at Norge
er et av landene som i stor grad kanaliserer
sin bistand gjennom afghanske institusjoner
og kanaler. Barth Eide og Zia var enige om
at dette er viktig for å oppnå bærekraftig utvikling og å styrke afghanske institusjoner.
Dette vil igjen bidra til at internasjonale
styrker raskere kan trekkes tilbake fra Afghanistan.

Mitchell på givermøte i Oslo

USAs Midtøsten-utsending George Mitchell
innledet sin reise til Midtøsten med å delta
i giverkonferansen for palestinerne i Oslo
8. juni. Palestinernes statsminister Salam
Fayyad var også blant dem som deltok på
konferansen. De drøftet tiltak for å motvirke
budsjettkrisen, for palestinske myndigheter,
og hindringer for utvikling og gjenreising
i hele det palestinske området, inkludert
Gazastripen.

Norske menn gjør for lite husarbeid mener norske kvinner

Norge havnet helt nede på 11. plass, på nivå
med Tyrkia, en overraskende dårlig plassering i en europeisk undersøkelse hvor kvinner
blir spurt om hvor mye husarbeid mennene
deres gjør. 26 prosent av norske kvinner sier
de må gjøre mer hjemme enn det de mener
er deres andel av husarbeidet. Undersøkelsen
viser hvilke forventninger kvinner i 31 europeiske land har til mennenes husarbeid.
Undersøkelsen er gjennomført blant 36.000
menn og kvinner i 31 land av EU-stiftelsen
Eurofund. Finland og Danmark topper statistikken, mens Norge kommer også etter Latvia, Litauen, Tyskland, Tsjekkia, Estland,
Slovenia, Italia og Portugal. Sverige er på
15. plass og Frankrike sist.

Gratulerer Med
120-års
jubileet!

StatoilHydro is an integrated technology-based international energy
company primarily focused on upstream oil and gas operations.
Headquartered in Norway, StatoilHydro has more than 30 years of
experience from the Norwegian continental shelf, pioneering complex
offshore projects under the toughest conditions. Our culture is founded
on strong values and a high ethical standard. We aim to deliver long-term
growth and continue to develop technologies and manage projects that
will meet the world’s energy and climate challenges in a sustainable way.
StatoilHydro has high ambitions for its international growth and is already
present in 40 countries around the world. The company has had a presence
in North America for more than 20 years, and has 5 offices in North America.
StatoilHydro is listed on NYSE and Oslo Stock Exchange.
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Norway sweat for scant
reward in Skopje
Draw between Norway
and Macedonia in World
Cup qualifying match
UEFA

The visitors search for a first 2010 FIFA
World Cup qualifying win continues after a
goalless draw in Skopje, although both sides
had chances to earn a Group 9 victory.
Glaring miss
FYR Macedonia made a confident start,
and Aco Stojkov might have done better after seven minutes as his shot from ten meters was turned round the post by goalkeeper
Jon Knudsen, who twice saved from Goran
Pandev in the first half. Christian Grindheim
just failed to find the target for Norway with
two efforts, but John Carew was guilty of the
most glaring miss as Jane Nikoloski denied
him in a one-on-one six minutes before the
break.
Humid conditions
Humid conditions in Skopje saw energy levels dip after the interval, but Norway
were almost gifted an opener on 66 minutes
as Nikoloski fumbled a shot from substitute

5

Sports

Photo: adressa.no

Norway’s Jon Inge Høiland dribbles the ball
down the pitch.

Erik Huseklepp. Goce Sedloski cleared the
danger, though, with Carew ready to pounce.
Knudsen saved again from Pandev and Sedloski as the clock ticked down, while Morten
Gamst Pedersen’s added-time free-kick was
palmed wide by Nikoloski.

Results & Standings
Tippeligaen		

PLD

PTS

1. Rosenborg BK 		
2. Molde FK		
3. IK Start		
4. Vålerenga Fotball
5. Odd Grenland
6. Odd Grenland		
7. SK Brann		
8. Sandefjord Fotball
9. Stabæk IF		
10. Fredrikstad FK		
11. Tromsø IL		
12. Viking FK		
13. Strømsgodset IF
14. FK Bodø/Glimt		
15. Lillestrøm SK		

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12

26
21
20
19
18
18
16
16
14
14
14
13
12
12
11

16. FC Lyn Oslo		

12

10

6/3 Costa Rica
6/6 Zambia
6/6 Gabon		
6/6 Uruguay
6/6 Bolivia		
6/6 Slovakia
6/6 Argentina
6/6 Korea DPR
6/6 Macedonia
6/6 Tunisia		
6/6 Iceland		
6/6 Costa Rica
6/6 Paraguay
6/6 Belarus

Tippeligaen
Fixtures & Results
6/1

Fredrikstad

1-0

Start

6/1

Stabæk

2-0

Tromsø

6/1

Lyn

1-1

6/1

Molde

2-1

Odd Grenland

6/1

Bodø/Glimt

0-4

Rosenborg
Sapara 51, Olsen 67,

6/1

Sandefjord

1-2

Ålesund

6/1

Viking

0-3

Vålerenga

6/2

Strømsgodset 2-1

Askar 55

Kobayashi 20, Diskerud 77
Pratto 75
Diouf 21, Skjolsvik 36

Madsen 58

Pedersen 27, 61

Lillestrøm

Johnsen 39

Steen 30(o)

Tettey 71, 83

Kopteff 71, Aaroy 81

Zajic 13, Haestad 45, Muri 65

Brann

Nielsen 85

World Cup Qualifying Matches
3-1
1-0
3-0
0-4
0-1
7-0
1-0
0-0
0-0
2-0
1-2
2-3
0-2
5-1

Kong Olav V’s kirke

USA
Rwanda
Togo
Brazil
Venezuela
San Marino
Columbia
Iran
Norway
Mozambique
Netherlands
Trinidad and Tobago
Chile
Andorra

6/6 Finland
6/6Azerbaijan
6/6 Sweden
6/6 Croatia		
6/6 Serbia		
6/6 Albania
6/6 Kazakhstan
6/7 Cameroon
6/7 Peru		
6/7 Benin		
6/7Guinea		
6/7 Nigeria
6/7 Mali		

2-1
0-1
0-1
2-2
1-0
1-2
0-4
0-0
1-2
1-0
1-0
3-0
0-2

Liechtenstein
Wales
Denmark
Ukraine
Austria
Portugal
England
Morocco
Ecuador
Sudan
Côte d’Ivoire
Kenya
Ghana

Sjømannskirken
The Norwegian Church in New York

317 East 52nd Street (Betw. 1st & 2nd Aves.)
New York, NY 10022 - Phone: 1-212-319-0370
newyork@sjomannskirken.no - www.kjerka.com
Åpningstider: man.- torsd. 12-19, fre.- søn. 12-17

Gudstjenester:
gudstjeneste og søndagsskole: Hver søndag kl. 11 med kirkekaffe
Washington DC: Hver 2. sønd. i måneden kl. 15 (sept.- juni) Emmanuel
Lutheran Church, 7730 Bradley Blvd (7 Locks Rd. og Bradley Blvd.) Bethesda, MD.
Philadelphia: Hver 3. sønd. i måneden kl. 16 (feb-april og okt-des) ved
“Gloria Dei” - Old Swedes Church, Delaware Avenue / Christian Street
What’s Happening:

Åpningstider og Aktiviteter i Sommer: I sommer holder vi åpent
hver dag fra kl 11 til 17. “Sommertid” gjelder fra 15. juni til 1. september.
Besøk nettsiden vår www.kjerka.com for informasjon om kommende
arrangementer. Kom gjerne innom for en hyggelig prat, en kopp kaffe,
nystekte vafler og for å lese norske aviser. Hjertlig velkommen innom!
Grilling på takterrassen: Sesongstart 21.
juni kl. 19-21. Hver søndag hele sommeren. Donasjon: $15. Studenter og au-pairer: $10. Værforbehold!
Norske matvarer:
Savner du brunost eller fiskeboller? Eller kanskje
norsk sjokolade eller ukeblader? Vi selger norske
matvarer direkte importert fra Norge. Norske fiskekaker og fiskepudding er blant de sist ankomne varene.
Trygve Lie Gallery:

www.trygveliegallery.com

"Kaleidoscope" by Harald Schioldborg Jr.:
Until 4 years ago Schioldborg’s professional life revolved
around shipping and international transport. Today he is by
many considered to be one of Norway’s most promising
contemporary artists. His paintings vary in expressions,
depending on choice of material and size – but ultimately
colors and light is the main emphasis. May 7 - Sept. 16.
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Breathtaking scenery. rich history.
unBelievaBle cruise values.
scandinavia and northern europe have it all.
There’s so much to love about Scandinavia
and Northern Europe. And no one shows it
to you like Holland America Line. With days
in popular ports of call including Bergen,
Stavanger and Stockholm, our itineraries
capture the essence of each region, from the
dramatic scenery of the Norwegian Fjords to
the North Cape. Discover the magical land
under the Midnight Sun at low fares you don’t
want to miss.

7-Day Fjord Explorer
ms Westerdam • July 26, 2010
Roundtrip Rotterdam
from

$

1,199*

10-Day Scandinavia & Russia
ms Eurodam • Jun 29; Jul 9, Jul 19, 2010
London to Copenhagen
or Roundtrip Copenhagen
from

$

1,699*

12-Day Norwegian Fjords &
North Cape
ms Westerdam • Aug 26, 2010
Roundtrip Rotterdam
from

$

1,999*

Contact your travel professional or
visit www.hollandamerica.com to
book your Holland America Line
cruise today!

Spacious, Elegant Ships ◆ Gracious, Award-Winning Service
Worldwide Itineraries ◆ Extensive Activities and
Enrichment Programs ◆ Sophisticated Five-Star Dining

*Featured fares are per person based on double occupancy, cruise only. Fares are in US dollars and include non-discountable amounts. Taxes are additional and vary according to itinerary.
Subject to availability. Offers are capacity controlled, and may be modified or withdrawn without prior notice. Restrictions may apply. Please refer to the appropriate Holland America Line
brochure for the full terms and conditions. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

N o r we gi a n A me r i c a n
W E E K L Y

WEST COAST

OFFICE
EAST COAST

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
tel:(206) 784-4617 fax: (206) 448-2033 email: naw@norway.com
toll free: 1 (800) 305-0217
Berit Hessen - (914) 337-4737

OFFICE
Publisher & Editor-In-Chief Jake Moe
WA Managing Editor		
Tiffanie Davis
NY Managing Editor		
Berit Hessen		
Copy Editor &			
Christy Olsen Field
Subscriptions Manager				
Assistant Layout Editor
Harry Svenkerud

j.moe@norway.com
tiffanie@norway.com
b.hessen@norway.com
christy@norway.com
(206) 441-3044
naw@norway.com

Contributing Editors
Anita Alan		
Eric Dregni 		
Marit Fosse		
Heidi Håvan Grosch
Victoria Hofmo		
Leslee Lane Hoyum
Else Hvistendahl		
Solveig M. Lee		
Nina Lichtenstein		

Carmel, CA
Minneapolis, MN
Geneva, Switzerland
Sparbu, Norway
Brooklyn, NY
Rockford, MN
New York, NY
Seattle, WA
Hartford, CT

Inger-Torill Kirkeby		
Dagfinn Magnus		
Donald V. Mehus		
Berit T. Mesarick		
David Moe		
Roman Scott		
John Erik Stacy		
Rolf Kristian Stang		
Kjell Olav Strømsli		

7

Op-Ed

Miami, FL
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY
Williamsburg, VA
Juneau, AK
Herre, Norway
Seattle, WA
New York, NY
Trondheim, Norway

Editor’s Note with Jake Moe
120 years!
I am extremely proud to be involved
in the Norwegian American Weekly at this
“watershed” moment in history.
When my four grandparents arrived
from Norway in 1909, the precursor to the
Norwegian American Weekly was already
20 years old! This is a remarkable record
of achievement for the Weekly – 120 years
of continuous publishing – especially with
the knowledge that so many newspapers
in America have gone out of business
recently. And the Weekly has been
growing during that past 18 months – with
over 5,000 new readers during that time!
We have you, our readers, subscribers
and advertisers, to thank for all of your
support. Tiffanie, Berit, Christy and all
of our contributing writers around the
world know that the Norwegian American
Weekly could never exist without your
partnership. It is with the confidence
that we are part of one big Norwegian
American family that we forge ahead with
enthusiasm toward the next 120 years. We

thank you from the bottoms of our heart!
In this issue, we detail many of the
important events and activities during the
past 120 years. If you know of important
dates that we might have missed, please
let us know and we will highlight them
in a future issue. And, as you review
the history, I am sure that you will be
as amazed as I am at what has been
experienced during all those years. In
the midst of your thoughts, also reflect
on what the next 120 years is going to be
like. Will there be a Norwegian American
Weekly in 120 years?
We commend and thank you for
keeping the Norwegian American Weekly
vibrant and growing. In addition, we thank
the Norwegian American Foundation for
their stewardship of this national treasure.
All the best,

Jake Moe
Editor-In-Chief

CORRECTIONS: Norwegian American Weekly strives to make its news report fair and accurate. If you have a
question or comment about news coverage call (206) 784-4617. • Norwegian American Weekly reserves the right
to edit any and all submissions for style, grammar, accuracy and/or space, and the right not to print submissions
deemed libelous, in poor taste, or not suited for publication in this newspaper. • The opinions expressed by opinion
writers and letter writers are not necessarily those of Norwegian American Weekly, and our publication of those
views is not an endorsement of them. Comments, suggestions and complaints about the opinions expressed by
the paper’s editorials should be directed to the editor-in-chief. • Norwegian American Weekly is published weekly
except the first week of the calendar year, the last two weeks of July, and the first two weeks of August by Norwegian
American Weekly, INC. • Please send address changes to 7301 Fifth Ave. NE Suite A Seattle, WA 98115 • Annual
Subscription Cost: US$50 Domestic, US$70 to Canada, US$175 to Norway and all other foreign countries.

SINCE 1889: Formerly Norway Times & Western Viking & Washington Posten. . . Comprising
Decorah-Posten og Ved Arnen, Minneapolis-Tidende, Minnesota Posten, Norrona and
Skandinaven
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY, INC.

You are invited to view & use

The Nordic News Calendar
www.lakselaget.org

your source for Nordic events in the Upper Midwest!

This is a free service sponsored by Lakselaget, a Minnesota-based
organization for Norwegian and Norwegian-American professional
women and college and university student

Check out what’s happening and/or add your own events
Just go to

w w w . l a k s e l a g e t. o r g

and click on Nordic News caleNdar
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Normans
Forbundet
founded

The American
Scandinavian
Foundation (ASF)
founded

Sons of Norway
publishes first issue of
Viking Magazine
American Scandinavian
Society (ASS) founded
in New York

Gjøa Sporting
Club founded
in Brooklyn

Norwegian American
Chamber of Commerce
is formed in New York
Wiggen and Sons
Funeral Home
was formed in the
community of Ballard,
Seattle, Wash.

1921

1915

The Norwegian
Club founded in
New York
Daughters of Norway
is formed by 10
Norwegian women in
Seattle, Wash.

1910

1907

1905

1889

Sons of Norway
is formed by 18
Norwegians in
Minneapolis,
M.N.

The first Royal
Norwegian Embassy
established in
Washington, D.C.

1908

The Washington
Posten (later
Western Viking, now
Norwegian American
Weekly) founded in
Seattle, Wash.

National
Norwegian
League (NNL)
of Chicago
founded

1911

1889

The Minneapolis
Tidende founded
in Minnesota

Nordisk Tidende
(later Norway
Times, now
Norwegian
American
Weekly) founded
in New York

Norge (a
women’s
Club and
Mutual
Benefit
Society)
founded in
New York

1902

1891

The Skandinavian
newspaper founded
in Chicago, Ill.

1895

1894

Special Feature

1887

1866
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Ingebretsen’s
established in
Minneapolis, Minn.

1925

Royal Norwegian
Consulate General
established in New
York, N.Y.

Society of Norwegian
Engineers founded in
New York

The Eger Home
founded in Staten
Island, N.Y.

The Norwegian Drama Society
founded in New York
The Norsemen Lodge of Masonic
Order founded in New York

1919

The first
Sangerfest held
in Everett, Ore.

The Norwegian Children’s Home
Association founded in New York

1916

Det Norsk
Veritas
(DNV)
established
in New York

The opening of Norway Day
at the Alaska Yukon Pacific
Exposition

Royal Norwegian
Honorary Vice
Consualte opens in
New Orleans, La.

1909

The Hanson’s
Scandinavian
Home for Old
Ladies (renamed
Norwegian
Christian Home
for the Aged in
1911) founded in
New York

1903

Known as “Little
Norway,” Poulsbo,
Wash. was settled
by Norwegian
loggers, farmers,
and fishermen

1898

Norwegian
pioneer Peter
Buschmann
arrived in
Petersburg,
Alaska.

1892

The Decorah Posten
founded in Iowa

The Norwegian
Turner Society of
Brooklyn founded

1906

Norwegian Male
Chorus is formed
in Decemeber in
Seattle, Wash.

1890

1874

1878

1889
The first
Norwegian
Seamen’s
church started
in New York

Norwegian-American
Historical Association
founded in New York

Haram-Christensen
Corp. (Importers and
Distributors of Fine
Foods) established in
New Jersey

120 years of history
A celebration of heritage

Compiled by

Tiffanie Davis

This special issue marks 120 years of
the Norwegian American Weekly, but we’re
not the only ones making history! Over the
last 120 years countless people have made
a difference in this Norwegian American
community we all call home. In this issue we
celebrate our heritage through featuring just
some of the many great festivals, retailers
and organizations that make ours one of
the most vibrant ethnic communities in the
United States.
Retailers
Being able to purchase authentic
Norwegian food and goods has been a
priority for many Norwegian immigrants
and Norwegian Americans. It’s thanks to fine
retailers across the country that these people
have had access to great imports that make
their home in the United States feel just as
cozy as their home in Norway.
Olsen’s Scandinavian Foods was
founded by Einar Johnsen in 1960 in Seattle,
Wash. It was then called B.D.&D. In 1963,
he moved the store across the street and
renamed it Johnsen’s Scandinavian Foods.
In 1972, the store was purchased by Reidar
Olsen. Reidar retired in 1992 and sold the
store to Erik Olsen. He changed the name
to Olsen’s Scandinavian Foods. The store
was purchased by the Enresen sisters from
Sandeid, Norway in 1997. They continue to
run the store today. (www.scandinavianfoods.
net)
Scandinavian Specialties was founded
in Seattle, Wash. in 1962 as the Norwegian
Sausage Company by Mr. Sagland, a
butcher from Norway. In 1980, the store was
purchased by Herb Anderson. In 2000, the
store was purchased by Anne-Lise Berger
and Ozzie Kvithammer. They continue
to run Scandinavian Specialties, which is
now a food and retail shop with customers
nationwide thanks to mail-order and the
internet. (www.scanspecialties.com)
Ingebretsen’s is the Twin Cities’
oldest retail establishment dedicated to
Scandinavian foods and products. Familyowned and operated for more than 86 years,
it is more than a store. In an area of the United
States. known for its Scandinavian history

and culture, Ingebretsen’s stands out as a
local institution and a unique connection to
another place and time. (www.ingebretsens.
com)
Ten years ago, Donald and Dina Hansen
opened Viking Trader, a web-based shop
featuring all kinds of goods associated
with Vikings including bracelets, brooches,
chains, earrings, knives, pendants, rings and
more. They also feature their products at
festivals and events. (www.vikingtrader.net)
“This piece of Norway in the heart of
Brooklyn,” Nordic Delicacies was founded
in 1987 in the Bay Ridge section of Brooklyn
by Helene Bakke and her daughter, Arlene
Rutuelo. Their goal was to preserve their
Scandinavian heritage in a neighborhood
that once was home to over 250,000
Scandinavians, the largest concentration of
Scandinavians in the United States. (www.
nordicdeli.com)
In an effort to keep in closer touch
with her homeland, the owner, Mette Haug
Gaal, established The Little Viking in 1977
in San Diego, Calif. She is a native of Oslo,
Norway. The shop features clothing, home
goods and accessories and cooking items.
(www.thelittleviking.com)
The Embassy and Consulates General
Norway established its first embassy in
Washington, D.C., on Oct. 31, 1905. Strong
historical ties link Norway and the United
States. Between 1825 and 1940, more than
one-third of Norway’s population immigrated
to America.
Allies ever since, the two nations
fought together in World War II and were
co-founders of both the United Nations
and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). Today, the Embassy in Washington
is Norway’s largest, with a staff of around
50, including representatives from a number
of Norwegian ministries.
Consulates General are located in
Houston, Texas, New York, N.Y. and San
Francisco. Among the many Honorary
Consulates in the United States, those in
Minneapolis, Minn. and Seattle, Wash.,
Chicago, Ill. and Miami, Fla. are regarded as
the most active. For more information, visit
www.norway.org.
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Sons of Norway
Sons of Norway was organized as a
fraternal benefit society by 18 Norwegian
immigrants in Minneapolis, Minn., on Jan.
16, 1895. The purposes and goals of the
Founding Fathers were to protect members
of Sons of Norway and their families from
the financial hardships experienced during
times of sickness or death in the family.
Over time, the mission of Sons of Norway
was expanded to include the preservation
of Norwegian heritage and culture in our
Society. Since their beginning, they have
grown and are now the largest Norwegian
organization outside Norway. To learn more,
visit www.sofn.com.
The Norwegian American Chamber of
Commerce
The Norwegian-American Chamber
of Commerce was founded in New York in
1915, “to promote trade and goodwill and
to foster business, financial and professional
interests between Norway and the United
States, to advance the common purposes of
its members, and to facilitate contact among
its members.” These objectives and the spirit
behind them are so fundamentally important
as to be unchanged despite the passing of
two world wars and periods of economic,
financial and political upheaval that affected
trade between the two countries. Today the
Chamber of Commerce is a vibrant part of
the Norwegian American community across
the United States, with chapters in New York,
Washington, D.C., Miami, Houston, Los
Angeles, Seattle, Minneapolis, and Chicago.
To learn more, visit www.naccusa.org.
Norwegian American Foundation
The Norwegian American Foundation
was created in 2001 with the vision of
providing a charitable foundation for people
who want to make a difference by helping
to secure their Norwegian heritage and to
support our great Norwegian American
institutions for generations to come. Its goal
is also to inform people in North America
about contemporary Norway and the
Norwegian American community, as well
as ensuring that new generations in both
the United States and Norway are aware of
the history and strong bonds between the

two countries. The Norwegian American
Foundation information system includes
www.norway.com, Norway.com Magazine,
the Norwegian American Weekly and the
Norwegian American Foundation Classic
Documentary Collection. (www.noram.
norway.com)

The Norwegian Commercial Club
Since 1932, the Norwegian Commercial
Club has provided Norwegians, NorwegianAmericans and others interested in the
Norwegian culture with a place to meet
and discuss business issues of the day. The
Club still provides a means to network and
socialize through their dinner meetings and
activities. (www.norwegiancommercialclub.
com)

Norse Federation
The Norse Federation is a non-profit
organization. From its founding in 1907
and throughout its history the organization
has enjoyed the patronage of the reigning
Norwegian monarch. Today, His Majesty
King Harald V is the patron.
NF seeks to strengthen cultural and
personal ties between Norway and Norwegians
abroad, as well as their descendants and
friends of Norway throughout the world. NF
has members and chapters around the world.
Membership is open to all persons. (www.
norseman.no)

Norwegian Immigration Society
The NIA collects and preserves the living
history of Norwegian immigrants to the New
York area. It enables those of Norwegian
descent to explore their cultural legacy.
While making this information available
to the public, it also places the Norwegian
immigrant experience on the pages of New
York and United States history. (www.nia.
org)

American Scandinavian Society
For the past 90 years, The American
Scandinavian Society has been striving
to be a home away from home, where we
can celebrate all the wonderful aspects of
our heritage. The American Scandinavian
Society is a pan-Scandinavian membership
organization devoted to bringing cultural,
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Kontiki Travel
established in
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Minneapolis Chapter of
the Norwegian American
Chamber of Commerce
incorporated

Vesterheim
Genealogical
Center and
Naeseth Library
founded in
Madison, Wisc.

1977

1973
Decorah
Posten
closes its
doors

1973

Seattle Chapter
of the Norwegian
American
Chamber of
Commerce
incorporated

1972

1969
1968

Olsen’s Scandinavian Foods
opens in Seattle, Wash.
(originally called B.D.& D)

1963

Skandinavian
newspaper
in Chicago
closes its
doors

The Washington
Posten is renamed
the Western
Viking
The first joint performance
of Sangerfest and the Pacific
Coast Norwegian Singers
Association, in Salt Lake City’s
Mormon Tabernacle

1962

1961
1955

Lunde Electric is
formed by by Olaf
Lunde in Seattle,
Wash.

1960

1941

Ole Bardahl forms
the Bardahl Company
and it becomes
a world leader in
lubricants and oils
for all machinery

Norwegian
Commercial Club
formed in Seattle,
Wash. by 100
businessmen
Minneapolis Tidende
closes its doors

1935

1930

1939

Special Feature

Norwegian American Walter
Mondale serves as the
42nd Vice President of the
United States under Jimmy
Carter until 1981
New Orleans consulate
relocates to Houston, Texas

The first annual American
Birkebeiner

First annual Scandinavian
Hjemkomst Festival

Houston Chapter of the
Norwegian Americna
Chamber of Commerce
incorporated

educational, artistic and musical events to
the Nordic community of the metropolitan
area. (www.americanscandinavian.org)
The American-Scandinavian Foundation
Founded in 1910 by Danish-American
industrialist Niels Poulson, the ASF is a
publicly supported, nonprofit organization
that carries on an extensive program of
fellowships, grants, trainee placement,
publishing, membership offerings, and
cultural activities. It is headquartered in
New York City and has alumni, donors
and associate members worldwide. The
five Nordic Heads of State serve as the
organization’s patrons.

1971

First annual Viking
Los Angeles Chapter of
Fest in Poulsbo,
the Norwegian American
Wash.
Chamber of Commerce
incorporated

Bygdelag Fellesråd
The Norwegian-American Bygdelag
is an organization of emigrant descendants
from a particular area of Norway, now living
in North America. Every lag seeks to preserve
and strengthen bonds with its community-oforigin in Norway. Bygdelags began to come
into being about 1900. After almost 100 years
of heavy immigration, each ethnic group
saw the need to revive positive values from
their homelands that would not be regarded
as anti-American. The phenomenon of the
bygdelags has been seen as a first-generation
phenomenon. (www.fellesraad.com)
Ski for Light
The mission of Ski for Light is to enhance

Decorah, Iowa hosts the
first annual Nordic Fest

the quality of life and independence of
visually or mobility-impaired adults through
a program of cross-country skiing. The 35th
annual Ski for Light International Week will
take place from Jan. 31 through Feb. 7, 2010
in the Wasatch Mountains of Utah. The idea
of teaching blind people to cross-country ski
began in Norway in the 1950s with a blind
Norwegian musician named Erling Stordahl.
In 1964, his work led to the creation of the
Ridderrenn, which today annually attracts
more than 1,000 disabled participants
and guides from around the world to the
mountains of Norway for a week-long event.
The Ridderrenn concept was brought to the
United States in 1975 through the efforts
of Olav Pedersen, with the support and

Ski for Light
founded

1976

Juction City, Ore. hosts the
first annual Scandinavian
Festival

Norwegian Society
of Texas founded

1978

Kaare Ness, from Karmøy forms Trident Seafoods
with partner Chuck Bunderant and it becomes the
largest seafood company in the world

1975

1970
1968

Scandinavian
Specialties founded
in Seattle, Wash.
as the Norwegian
Sausage Company

1966

1961

1946

Norse Home
Retirement Center
is formed in Seattle,
Wash. by a group of
Norwegians

1962

Pacific Fisherman
Company is
formed by
hundreds of
Norwegian
fishermen in
Seattle, Wash.
to create a place
to service their
boats

1957

First annual Norway
“Little Norway” in
Day in Minnesota
Blue Mounds, Wisc.
opens to the public.
Today, it is on the
National Register of
Historic Places.

1937

1932

1930

First annual Norsk
Høstfest in North
Dakota

NorPro Kitchen
Equipment is formed by
Gunnar Lie in Seattle

involvement of many others. Olav was at
the time a ski instructor in Colorado and had
immigrated from Norway a decade earlier.
He had known Erling in Norway and been
aware from the very beginning of Erling’s
dreams and plans. (www.sfl.org)

Scandinavian American Cultural and
Historical Foundation
The mission of SACHF is to preserve
and promote Scandinavian Heritage and
Culture for the education and enjoyment
of past and present generations. They are
located adjacent to the campus of California

CONTINUES PAGE 10

"Double"
Jarlsberger

Serves 4: Prep.Time: 25 minutes,
Grilling: 8-10 minutes

Ingredients:








1/2 cup shredded Jarlsberg
4 slices cooked bacon, chopped
1 lb ground chuck
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper
4 Jarlsberg slices
4 large hamburger buns, split
Lettuce, sliced tomato, onions for serving

Instructions:

Combine the shredded Jarlsberg and chopped bacon in a
bowl. Put the beef in another bowl and season with salt and
pepper; use a rubber spatula to mix it in. Flatten 1/4 of the
meat mixture in the palm of your hand. Squeeze together
about a tablespoon of the cheese and bacon mixture to
make a little nugget; put it in the center of the ground beef.
Bring up the sides of the patty over the filling, making sure
the cheese is completely covered by the meat. Flatten
slightly for a nice patty shape.
Grill the burgers for 8 minutes per side for medium. Serve
with your favorite condiment and any garnish you like, such
as lettuce, tomatoes and onions.
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2006
Norway
House
founded

2005
2002

Friends of Norway
Caucus is formed
in the U.S. House of
Representatives

Washington, D.C. Chapter
of the Norwegian American
Chamber of Commerce
incorporated

The Norwegian
American Foundation
presents Norway with
a life-size statue of
Princess Märtha in
honor of Norway’s
centennial

Starbuck, Minn.
becomes home to the
world’s largest lefse
weighing 70 pounds
with a diameter
measuring 9 feet and
8 inches

2008

Scandinavian East
Coast Museum
The Norway Caucus
founded in
is formed in the U.S.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Senate

2004

2000

The first Norway
Day held in San
Francisco, Calif.

Scandinavia House
(headquarters of the
American-Scandinavian
Foundation) opens to
the public in New York

1999

1996

The MidwestChicago Chapter
of the Norwegian
American Chamber
of Commerce
incorporated on
Dec. 18

1993

Vigdis Eriksen
founded Eriksen
Translations in
Brooklyn, N.Y.
The Norway Pavilion
opens in the World
Showcase at Disney’s
Epcot in Orlando, Fla.

1988

Nordic Heritage
Museum opens
in the Ballard
neighborhood of
Seattle, Wash.

1986

1980

1992

Special Feature

On Jan. 1, the Norwegian
American Foundation
purchased Norway Times an
it merged with Norwegian
American Weekly creating
the only surviving Norwegian
American newspaper in the U.S.

Norwegian American
Foundation founded

At the end of the
year, the Norwegian
American Foundation
purchases Western
Viking and its name
changes to Norwegian
American Weekly

120 years of …
(…continued from page 9)

Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks,
Calif. (www.scandinaviancenter.org)
The Norwegian National League of
Chicago
The Norwegian National League (Det
Norske-Nationalforbund i Chicago) was
formed in 1899 when delegates from twentynine Norwegian societies recognized the need
for a central organization for Norwegians
in Chicago. The League was incorporated
under the laws of Illinois on Sept. 4, 1899.
Its purpose was to arrange the celebration
of the 17th of May in Chicago and this has
been done uninterruptedly since 1900.

2007

The first annual
Lefse Dagen in
Starbuck, Minn.

Throughout the years the attendance at this
celebration reached uncounted thousands
and many US and Norwegian dignitaries
have been speakers at this event. During the
1920s, the League undertook the celebration
of Leif Erikson Day and in later years, the
annual participation of Christmas Around
the World at the Museum of Science and
Industry. (www.nnleague.org)

soldiers, called “Birkebeiners” because of the
birch-bark leggings they wore, skied infant
Prince Haakon (Hō-ken) to safety during
the Norwegian civil war. Prince Haakon
subsequently became King of Norway,
and the Birkebeiner soldiers became a
Norwegian symbol of courage, perseverance
and character in the face of adversity. (www.
birkie.com)

American Birkebeiner
The late Tony Wise who looked to his
Norwegian heritage and patterned the ski
marathon after the Birkebeiner Rennet,
which had been held in Norway since 1932,
founded the American Birkebeiner in 1973.
Both events honor and recreate a historic
Norwegian event when in 1206, two warrior

Norwegian Male Chorus of Seattle
The Norwegian Male Chorus (NMC)
of Seattle was organized as Nordmcendenes
Sangforening on December 6, 1889, six
months after the founding of the City of
Seattle and three weeks after the State of
Washington was admitted to the Union.

Moods of Norway
Flagship Store
opens in Los
Angeles on May 15

2009

The Norwegian American
Foundation teams up with
the Norse Federation and
together they create
www.norway.com

2006

2004

First annual
Ibsen Festival in
Lanesboro, Minn.

2001

The Norwegian
Immigration
Association
(NIA) founded in
New York

1998

The Edvard Grieg
Society founed in
New York, N.Y.

1995

Nordic Delicacies
founded in the
Bay Ridge area of
Brooklyn, N.Y.

1991

Miami Chapter
of the Norwegian
American Chamber
of Commerce
incorporated

1987

1982

1980

Haakons Hall
Restaurant opens in
New York City

The first issue of
Norway.com Magazine
published

Festivals
Norsk Høstfest is an annual festival held
each fall in Minot, N.D. Reportedly, it’s
the largest Scandinavian cultural festival
in North America and attracts thousands of
visitors every year. The celebration always
features great musical performers, exhibits,
shopping and food. This year the festival
will take place Sept. 29 - Oct. 3. For more
information, visit www.hostfest.com.

Nordic Fest will hold its 43rd annual
celebration this year July 23-25 in Decorah,
Iowa. Nordic Fest started back in 1966
when the Luther College Women’s Club
approached the Decorah Jaycee service
organization about no longer wanting to

CONTINUES PAGE 18

Congratulations

to the Norwegian-American Press
on your 120th Anniversary!

Lykke til videre!
The Norwegian Immigration Association collects & preserves
the living history of Norwegian immigrants to the New York
area. It enables those of Norwegian descent to explore their
cultural legacy. While making this information available to
the public, it also places the Norwegian immigrant experience
on the pages of New York & United States history.

Discover the story of Norwegians
in New York –Then and Now!
For further information please visit:

www.niahistory.org
to become a member & for other requests
contact us via email at:

niahistoryonline@yahoo.com
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8th Avenue - Brooklyn SquAre
right in the middle of “Det Amerikanske lista, norway”
Welcome to Norway’s first and only
Brooklyn-Style Restaurant and Bar!
We offer an American steakhouse-style menu complete with a
Bay Ridg Bar & top-notch live entertainment every week

So when in Norway, plan on fun at the Avenue where...

“Good Food & Good Fun are just waiting for You!”
For information on the only American Festival in Norway
please visit:

www.Americanfestival.no

Gratulerer til Norwegian-American Weekly

med 120-års Jubileet!

Fra oss på Lista

011 (47) 38 39 2622 • www.8thavenue.no

Happy 120th Anniversary
to the
Norwegian American Weekly!

Fresh from the sea
to your table
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Education

A commitment to education
Norwegian immigrants laid the foundation for a number of
colleges and universities across North America
Christy Olsen Field
Copy Editor

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American
Weekly
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Norwegians have made their mark on
higher education in the North America,
founding excellent colleges and universities
across the continent. The pioneering spirit of
the Norwegian immigrants to build a place
for learning and service has significantly
shaped the identity of these colleges and universities today.
As one of the earliest Norwegian colleges in the United States, Augustana College
traces its origins to the Hillsboro Academy
in Hillsboro, Ill., in 1835. In the 1860s, the
fledgling college was caught up in the westward movement of pioneers. The school
moved with its constituents to Illinois,
Wisconsin, Iowa, and then settling down in
Canton, S.D. where it is currently located.
Inspired by Lutheran scholarly tradition and
the liberal arts, Augustana provides an education of enduring worth that challenges the
intellect, fosters integrity and integrates faith
with learning and service in a diverse world.
After years of discussions, the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America decided in 1857 to found a college.
A school was established in 1861 with 16
students, and in 1862, the school was transferred to Decorah, Iowa, and renamed Luther College. For 75 years the school admitted men only; then in 1936, Luther College
became coeducational. Today, Luther offers
more than 60 majors and preprofessional and
certificate programs leading to the bachelor
of arts degree. Its mission statement emphasizes faith, leadership, and community service.
Augsburg was the first seminary founded by Norwegian Lutherans in America.
Augsburg opened in September 1869, in
Marshall, Wis. and moved to Minneapolis in
1872. August Weenaas was Augsburg’s first
president, and he recruited two teachers from
Norway: Sven Oftedal and Georg Sverdrup,
whose mission was to educate Norwegian
Lutherans to minister to immigrants by training ministrial candidates, prepare theological
students, and educate the farmer, worker, and
businessman. The commitment to church
and community has been Augsburg’s theme
for over 130 years.
In Minnesota, a group of pioneer pastors, farmers and businessmen laid the
groundwork for the founding of St. Olaf’s
School (later College) in 1874. Originating in the Norwegian immigrant desire for
higher learning, the college has made a significant contribution to American liberal arts
education while maintaining an academic
center with a strong program for the study of
Scandinavian culture.
Pacific Lutheran University was founded in 1890 by a group of mostly Norwegian
1861: Luther College was established in Decorah, Iowa.
1872: Augsburg College moved to Minneapolis,
Minn., where it currently is located.
1874: St. Olaf School (later St. Olaf College)
was founded in Northfield, Minn., led by Pastor
Bernt Julius Muus.
1883: University of North Dakota is founded in
Grand Forks, six years before statehood.
1890: Pacific Lutheran University was founded
in Tacoma, Wash. led by Rev. Bjug Harstad
1891: Concordia College is founded in Moorhead, Minn., with 12 students.
1909: Department of Scandinavian Languages
and Literature is founded at the University of
Washington in response to community demand.

Lutherans from the Puget Sound region of
Washington state. These pioneers recognized the important role that a Lutheran educational institution on the Western frontier of
America could play in the emerging future
of the region. They wanted the institution
to help immigrants adjust to their new land
and find jobs. Education—and educating for
service— was a venerated part of the Scandinavian traditions from which these pioneers
came. Today, PLU encourages its 3,500 students to lead lives of thoughtful inquiry, service, leadership, and care.
Concordia College was dedicated Oct.
31, 1891, only 10 years after the first Norwegian settlers had made their home in the
Red River Valley. These settlers valued education and their religious heritage, and one of
their first priorities was to establish a quality school. As the country and the Norwegian settlement matured, so did the college.
The necessity for adding regular liberal arts
courses on the college level to those offered
on the academy level was soon apparent. A
complete college department was organized
in 1913. Today, more than 2,800 students
from 40 states and 42 countries attend Concordia.
As the only university campus in Canada with Norwegian roots and one of Alberta’s oldest post-secondary institutions,
Augustana College was founded by Norwegian Lutheran pioneers in 1910. Originally
called Camrose Lutheran College, the school
was established to educate young people
interested in pursuing the ministry, and it
gradually evolved into Augustana University
College, a degree-granting liberal arts and
sciences institution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada. On July 1, 2004,
Augustana merged with the University of
Alberta and became a public institution, with
more than 1,000 Canadian and international
students.
Today, the colleges and universities draw
on their rich Norwegian heritage as a source
of pride. In addition, the study of Norwegian
and Scandinavian Studies is a small, but vibrant area of scholarship across the United
States. Currently, 28 colleges and universities across North American offer classes in
Norwegian and other Nordic languages and
literatures, several up to the Ph.D. level.
NORTANA, the Norwegian Researchers and
Teachers Association of North America, was
founded in 1987, as the founded as the main
professional organization for teachers of
Norwegian and Norwegian-related subjects
in the United States and Canada.
To learn more about U.S. colleges and
universities offering Norwegian language
instruction, visit www.nortana.net. To learn
about the Norwegian American Foundation’s
education initiative, visit www.gradusa.org.
1910: Camrose Lutheran College (later the
Augustana Campus for the University of Alberta) is founded by Norwegians immigrants in
Alberta, Canada.
1922: Augsburg admitted women under the
leadership of Gerda Mortensen, dean of women.
1936: Women admitted for the first time to
Luther College.
1959: California Lutheran University is founded
in Thousand Oaks, Calif.
1967: University of Washington offers doctoral
degrees in Scandinavian Languages and Literatures for the first time.
1987: NorTANA, the Norwegian Teachers Association of North America, is founded.
2002: NorTANA changes to NORTANA

The Bergen lin …

e

Explor

(…continued from page 1)

spring 2009, was voted one of the 20 best
railway journeys in the world. The 100-year
anniversary will be marked with several
events throughout the year. The events began
on June 4.
King Haakon VII characterized the
Bergen Line across the high mountains as
“the great achievement of our age,” when
he opened the railway in November 1909.
Norway’s two largest cities and the eastern
and western parts of the country were
connected with a railway that many had
believed would be impossible to build and
operate.
The Bergen Line cost an annual state
budget to build and continues to be one of
the world’s most famous tourist lines with
passenger traffic steadily increasing. The line
is equally important to business and the great
amount of goods traffic that is conveyed
between eastern and western Norway.
The Norwegian postal service is
celebrating the Bergen Line’s 100-year
anniversary with an issue of stamps with
themes from different sections of the line,
plus a valuable album garnished with stamps,
postcards and historical articles.
Jernbaneverket
(the
Norwegian
National Rail Administration) and NSB will
host several arrangements and events in
connection with the anniversary.
June 4 -7: A vintage steam train runs from
Oslo S to Bergen via Roa. There will be
extended stopovers at several stations,
together with local events held by various
municipalities. The general public may travel
on the train along sections of the line. Tickets
can be purchased on the train. The train
’sleeps over’ at Hønefoss, Ål, and Voss.
Jun 6: Official opening of a new exhibition
at the Rallarmuseet (The Navvy’s museum.
A navvy is a laborer on a civil engineering
project). This will take place during the
vintage steam train’s visit to Finse. A concert
at Bergen station with the vocal ensemble
‘Skrik,’ a railway-inspired program. Starts
at 11 p.m. After the concert, ‘Bergenstoget
plyndret i natt’ (‘The Bergen train was
robbed last night’—a Norwegian film from
1928), will be shown (with music).
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Scandinavia

Close to Home tHis summer

Come Celebrate the Culture, Heritage & Traditions of Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway & Sweden at beautiful 25-acre

Vasa Park, Route 31, South Elgin, Illinois

Photo: Svein Ulvund/jernbaneverket.no

In 1909, King Haakon VII described the Bergen
Line as “the greatest achievement of our age.”

July: A “cultural signposting” will take
place along the Rallarvegen (The Navvy’s
road). Several cultural monuments have
been selected and each sign will receive a
short text explaining the background of the
cultural monuments along the high mountain
section.
August 14-16: Navvy weekend at Finse,
hosted by the Rallarmuseet (The Navvy’s
museum). Lecture on the history and future
of the Bergen Line. There will be navvy’s
music and a re-launch of Bjørn Rongen’s
novel trilogy about the navvy days.
August 22: Open station in Bergen. There
will be a display of rolling stock and snowclearing equipment. “Bergenstoget plyndret i
natt” (a Norwegian film from 1928), will be
shown in the evening (with music).
August 27: The Bergen Line will be the
central theme at the Transport and Logistics
conference in Bergen.
November 27: This is the actual anniversary
day. There will be local events hosted by
municipalities and the travel industry.

Be aViking for a

Day!

Scandinavian Fest '09
The 25th Annual Smörgåsbord of Family Fun
presented by Scandinavian Fest, Inc. held at the beautiful

Vasa Park, 1 Wolfe rd, Budd lake, NJ 07828
sunday september 6, 10 am - 6 pm rain/shine
The Sunday of Labor-Day Weekend
Food, music, folkdancing, talks, children's events,
artisans demonstrations. public dancing; outdoors and indoors

Admission: $ 11 advanced sale from
“tickets” link at www.ScanFest.org
At gate: Adults $14, Seniors $13, children (12 and under) and
those in authentic regional Nordic folkdress are free
For more information & program updates:

WWW.scaNfest.org - INfo@scaNfest.org
or call: 610-868-7525

located along the Fox River
Join Scandinavian Park, inc. nFP For theSe eventS:

sat., June 27 - The 4th Annual Scandinavian Midsommar

Celebration, 2 pm 9 pm. Adults $5, Children 12 & Under FREE
sat., august 8 - Steak Fry with Crayfish Sampling
sun., september 13 - The 30th Annual Scandinavian Day
Festival 9 am – 5 pm; Traditional Food, Crafts, Games, Gifts &
Entertainment, Adults $10, Children 12 & Under FREE
sat., october 17 – The 9th Annual Fish Boil/Harvest
Festival, 1 pm – 5 pm, Boil at 2 pm. A great time is planned
with music & entertainment. Reservations by October 10.

fun, family, friendships & festivities!
FREE PARKING - Look for the Scandinavian flags - RAIN OR SHINE

7 Miles South of I-90 Northwest Tollway
& 5 Miles North of IL Rt. 64 North Ave.
For more information:

847-695-6720 • www.vasaparkil.com

SEALIFT Inc.
68 West Main Street, Oyster Bay, New York 11771

Tel: (516) 922-1000 – Fax: (516) 922-6526
www.sealiftinc.com – info@sealiftinc.com

Gratulerer
med Jubileet!
Fredd Hoff Isaksen
&
Ragnar Meyer-Knutsen
Independent~U.S. Flag Liner Service~Ship Owners
Ship Operators & Project Managers
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Business

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care
Serving individuals and corporations
Call me or visit my website:

www.obergltc.com
(206)362-5913

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

Seat tle, Wa shington Norwegian Commercial Club

Norsk Kr.

6.458

Dansk Kr.

5.3653

Svensk Kr.

7.8581

Canadian $

1.1236

Euro		

0.7207

Vinnere

Navn			
Global IP Solutions		
Spectrum ASA		
Nordic Mining		
Aqua Bio Technology AS
Bergen Group		

Tapere

Navn			
Scan Geophysical ASA
Faktor Eiendom		
Norkse Skogindustrier

Siste		
4,90		
4,50		
1,20		
0,37		
6,30		

Siste		
0,32		
1,20		
10,35		
Dolphin Interconnect Solutions 4,00		
AKVA Group		
20,00		

%
19,51
19,05
17,65
15,62
14,55
%
-17,95
-13,04
-11,23		
-11,11
-8,68

Looking back at business

on your 120th anniversary!

Norwegians find success in the United States

Mailing address:
Join us for meetings
C/o Leif Erikson Lodge every 2nd & 4th Thursday,
2245 NW 57th Street
September through May!
Seattle, Wash. 98107
Suppor ting Nor wegian business since 1932

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

NORWEGIAN MALE CHORUS OF SEATTLE
Rehearsals: Monday evening @ 7:00 p.m.
Nordic Heritage Museum
3014 NW 67th St. Seattle,WA
Bob Johnston, Director
bobsings@gohuskies.com
(206) 362-1094
For more information, visit us online at www.pcnsa.org

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

(June 8 09)

Oslo Børs:

Congratulations to the

Norwegian American Weekly

Seattle,WA

Exchange Rates

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

An Immigrant's Tale

Ole Oleson tells the tales of coming to America
Fun entertainment for various events
Schools, Festivals, Rendezvous, Museums etc.

Roger Hellesvig (aka Ole Oleson): 1-612-798-5053
www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/7920
OleOleson.geo@yahoo.com
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Jake Moe
Editor-In-Chief

It is safe to say, that after those first
explorers set out in search for a new land for
religious reasons, that most of the subsequent
immigrants in the last 180 years have been
primarily interested in career opportunities –
this was the country with abundant land, a
variety of jobs and a means to feed a family.
These Norwegian immigrants have
made an enormous contribution to the
lifeblood of the economic engine that has
fueled the growth of the United States.
Taking life lessons from their old country,
the Norwegians developed as stakeholders
in a variety of industries such as fishing,
shipping, construction, farming and the ski
industry. Norwegians possessed an ethic
that became synonymous with hard work,
integrity and persistence and drive to get the
job done using a high degree of cleverness.
With assistance from Dr. Odd Lovell’s
writings, the following is an overview of
the impact that Norwegians have had on a
variety of industries in America.
Fishing: The coastal areas of the United
States provided rich opportunity for fishing.
Norwegians on the West Coast and Alaska
began to develop the halibut industry at
the turn of the twentieth century. By 1920,
about 95 percent of all halibut fishermen and
owners of the schooners were of Norwegian
birth or descent. Today, America’s largest
fishing companies (and some of the largest
in the world) trace their ownership to
Norwegian roots.
Shipping: On the Great Lakes, Norwegian
sailors and boat owners dominated as long as
sailing vessels remained an important means
of transportation. In 1870, approximately
65 percent of all sailors on Lake Michigan
were Norwegian. Shipping was big in
the Norwegian community on the eastern
seaboard and the west coast as well. And,
in the cruise industry, Norwegians have had
an enormous impact as ship owners, captains
and on-board staff.
Logging: Working in the forest products
industry was a natural transfer of skills from
their homeland for the new Norwegians
in America. In the forests of Northern
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Montana, Idaho,
Oregon and Washington, Norwegians by
the thousands earned their livelihood as
lumberjacks, mill workers and mill owners.
Farming:
Norwegians succeeded in
commercial agriculture as wheat farmers,
dairy farmers, hog farmers and corn growers
throughout the Midwest and in later years

Photo: www.washington.edu
Logging was a skill that many immigrants brought
with them from Norway.

throughout the Pacific Northwest. The
topography, soil, climate and market
conditions dictated what products the
Norwegians raised and they adapted very
successfully to this industry.

Construction: One skill that was applicable
to all parts of the United States and for
which Norwegians found great success
was in the building industry. Whether high
rise construction in the major metropolitan
cities such as New York or the small
residential building in towns across America,
Norwegians became famous for solid, long
lasting craftsmanship in the building trades.

Ski Industry: With the arrival of outstanding
skiers such as Carl Howelsen, the entire
winter resort industry of the United States
can be traced back to the influences made by
the Norwegians. Starting first as builders of
cross country ski trails and ski jumps, these
Norwegians quickly branched out to creating
“ski centers” in places such as the Colorado
Rockies, the center for the ski industry in the
United States.

During the 180 years of Norwegian
influence in the economy of the United
States, the track record of accomplishments
are clear and impressive. However, it is also
clear that this strong relationship is just in the
beginning stages. The emerging industries
that are being fostered in Norway today
will have a profound impact on the United
States in the future and those dealings will
dwarf the great things that have already been
accomplished.
The Norwegian influence in American
business today includes a host of modern
technologies and products such as computer
programming, biotech, solar, oil, gas and
wind farming. Just the fact that there are
over 6,000 Norwegians living in the greater
Houston area as employees and owners in the
oil industry, demonstrates that the 180 years
of economic relations has established a long
lasting bond between the two countries and
that the bond is growing deeper and more
significant.

Working toget …
(…continued from page 1)

quarter of these children’s lives could be
saved by vaccines that are either already
available or will be in the near future.”
Bill and Melinda Gates recently had
their first visit to Norway. During their
stay, they took part in an open meeting
with Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg at
the Opera House in Oslo.
Bill and Melinda Gates have worked
together with Jens Stoltenberg and the
Norwegian authorities, particularly
through GAVI (Global Alliance for
Vaccines and Immunization), which
promotes vaccination of children in poor
countries and develops new vaccines
against diseases that claim many lives in
developing countries.
“Our cooperation with the Bill and

15

News (cont.)
Melinda Gates Foundation is a good
example of a successful partnership
between government authorities and
private actors. Together, we can make a
real difference for the most vulnerable in
the world,” Stoltenberg added.
Stoltenberg emphasized that the
financial crisis makes it even more
important for authorities to fulfill their
commitments to those who are most
vulnerable and for the private sector to
come up with new initiatives and fresh
capital.
Norway has increased its funding
to GAVI to NOK 500 million a year up
to 2015. This means that Norway will
provide a total of more than NOK 6
billion for the vaccination of children in
poor countries during this period.

ManHattan HelicopterS
One of kind flight over midtown Manhattan

A sightseeing tour with our helicopters is an experience
of a lifetime & will be the highlight of your visit to New York City!
•
•
•
•

Fully narrated tours
Unmatched VIP service
Safe & modern fleet
Norwegian owned & operated

The Unique Manhattan Tour; New York City’s latest and all-inclusive helicopter
sightseeing tour, with magnificent views of the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island,
Times Square, Central Park, Yankee Stadium, Empire State Building,
Chrysler Building, United Nations Building, Brooklyn Bridge, Manhattan Bridge
and much more...

Iceland escape from $595!

Vi Gratulerer Norwegian-American Weekly!

Celebrating new service Seattle non-stop to Iceland!

212-845-9822 • info@flyMH.coM • www.flyMH.coM

Nordic Saga Tours
specializes in travel to
Scandinavia, Russia, and
Baltics, offering the very
best of independent fit
and customized tours.

4 days/3 nights Air & Land Special

For more information, or to book a tour, please contact our flight specialists at

Are you looking for
a newMade Itineraries:
Custom
• For individuals and groups of all sizes
destination?
• Airfares,
hotels,
car rental,
Visit Iceland
- late
summer
or ferries, rail and bus passes.
VIsItearly
ourfall
websIte at www.nordICsage.CoM

Nordic Saga Tours offers you the chance to
experience 3 nights in this fascinating destination
eMaIl: Info@nordICsaga.CoM
Your Reykjavik Special Includes:
together with a visit to the Blue Lagoon—one of
Roundtrip air on IcelandAir
3 Nights Accommodation
the world’s most exciting geothermal spas, from
Daily Breakfast
Blue Lagoon Tour
Hotel taxes
as low as $595! Call for our Reykjavik stopover
Single supplement from $70
packages—travel time via Reykjavik to many
Additional U.S. city gateways
available
JFK ($545) Boston ($545)
cities in Europe and Scandinavia is quicker and
Minneapolis ($545) Orlando ($545)
easier now with IcelandAir!
18518 Bothell Way NE suite B, Bothell, WA 98021 • (425) 673-4800 • (425) 398-4000

*Price per person person based on one room,
does not include air tax and fuel surchage of
approximately $200

18518 Bothell Way NE Suite B, Bothell, WA 98011 • 1 (800) 848-6449 • (425) 673-4800

Proud of your ethnic &
cultural background?

Keep your heritage “afloat” with our handpainted “Heritage Buoys”

U.S. made authentic New England lobstertrap buoy • Dimensions: 11” x 5”
Buoy stick • Cable tie • Hand painted with acrylic latex paint, flag(s) of your
choice for indoor/outdoor use • Flags from most countries, yacht club burgees,
family crest, etc. made to order • Show your colors all year round
Hang on your lamp post, in your home, garden, boat etc.

Erik Østensjö (207) 546-7293 - info@heritagebuoys.com
www.HEritagEBuoys.com
Great Gift For Family & Friends! Please allow 3- 4 weeks for delivery

Til Lykke med 120-Års Jubileet
for den norske-amerikanske presse!
Royal Norwegian Embassy, Washington D.C,
the Norwegian Consulates General in
Houston, New York and San Francisco
Vist our web site

www.norway.org
for news and events throughout the United States
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NorwegiaN ChristiaN
home & health CeNter

1250 – 67 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
Tel: 1(718)232 – 2322 • www.nchhc.org

Congratulations to

Hurra Hurra for the
Norwegian American Weekly
We congratulate you on a great 120 years
and look forward to 120 more!

Norwegian-American Weekly!
from

Residents & Staff at NChhC

Congratulations
to the

Norwegian American
Weekly
on your
120th anniversary!

Alaska Crab Coalition • Seattle, WA
(206) 547-7560

Since 1903 the Norwegian Home and Health Center
has served older adults with compassionate care
and comprehensive health services
Today, our facilities offer:
• 135 long term skilled nursing beds
• Short-term rehabilitation
• Transitional care and respite care
• 88-bed Medicaide funded assisted living
• Outpatient Rehabilitation
• 28 Indenpendent Living luxury apartments
• Building on the strength of our past, we continue to evolve
and expand to meet the changing health care needs of seniors,
families and the community, now, and long into the future

Now Available – the fifth and final volume in the series

Norwegian Immigrants to the United States
A Biographical Directory, 1825-1850

“...an important addition to the field of immigration history. A milestone in genealogy publishing...“
The Norwegian American Genealogical Center announces the completion of this important publication with the recent release of its fifth and
final volume containing information for all known Norwegian immigrants who arrived in the U.S. during the year 1850. The earlier volumes in
the series, published between 1983 and 2004, provide information for immigrants arriving from Norway between 1825 and 1849
Also newly AvAilAble: volume one in the series (long out of print), reprinted with new index

including information on Norwegian immigrants to the U.S. during the period 1825-1843

NorwegiaN immigraNts to the UNited states
Volume 1
Volume 2
Volume 3
Volume 4
Volume 5

(1825-1843) newly reprinted in 2009, with added index
(1844-1846) published in 1997
(1847-1848) published in 2000
(1849) published in 2004
(1850) published in 2009, newly available

$ 55
$ 55
$ 55
$ 55
$ 55

Prices include S&H for domestic orders - International shipping charges additional

Purchase the entire set of five volumes and save!
Volumes one through five – $ 245, includes shipping in the U.S.

Send orders to the address below

Also available for online purchase through our secure e-store

To order online, consult www.nagcnl.org or browse e-store
Orders may also be made by telephone to 608-255-2224

The NorwegiaN americaN geNealogical ceNTer & NaeseTh library
415 West Main Street, Madison, Wisconsin 53703-3116 • Phone 608 255 2224 • Fax 608 255 6842 • www.nagcnl.org
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • WWW.NORWAY.COM • JUNE 12, 2009

Happy Birthday …
(…continued from page 1)

massive arrival of Norwegian immigrants
in the post-Civil War decades. According to
historian Theodore Blegen, some of the most
gifted minds among Norwegians in America
were attracted to immigrant newspapers.
Newspapers sprang up from coast to coast in
the shifting centers of Norwegian population.
No complete count of the newspapers has
been made, due to a high number of mergers
and consolidations, which makes it difficult
to follow the path of individual newspapers.
The immigrant newspapers served
as local news organs in rural and urban
settings, covering various perspectives on
political issues, dissemination of regional,
national, and international news, and also
served as magazines, serialized novels,
and short stories. And they responded to
problems facing the immigrants: readers
directed questions to the editors in regard to
adjustment and success in the new society.
The significance of the Norwegian
American newspapers can hardly be
overstated. Around the turn of the 20th century,
the largest Norwegian-language newspaper
did not come out of Kristiania (now Oslo),
but Chicago: in 1912, the Skandinavien
newspaper published a circulation of 25,000,
whereas Norway’s largest daily, Aftenposten,
claimed a circulation of 14, 000. Skandinavien
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Faith and Religion
in Chicago (1866-1941), Decorah-Posten in
Iowa (1874-1972), and Minneapolis Tidene
(1887-1935) were the leading newspapers
in the Midwest, and they sought a national
readership. Regional and local journals came
into being both on the East Coast and the
West Coast, most notably the WashingtonPosten, which began publication in Seattle
in 1889. It became the largest journal in the
Pacific Northwest, and later changed its name
to Western Viking in 1961. In 1891, Nordisk
Tidene was launched in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
later known as Norway Times. In 2006, the
Norwegian American Foundation purchased
the Western Viking, and changed its name to
the Norwegian American Weekly.
In February 2008, Norway Times,
published in New York, merged with the
Norwegian American Weekly, based in
Seattle, to create a truly national Norwegian
newspaper. Today, the Norwegian American
Weekly boasts 20,000 weekly readers,
with subscribers in every state, as well as
Canada, Norway, Mexico, Sweden, and the
Netherlands. On its 120th anniversary, the
Norwegian American Weekly takes pause
to celebrate its rich heritage and honor the
publications that created the Norwegian
American press. We look forward to another
120 years!
Compiled with information by Odd
Lovoll, historian of the Norwegian American
press.

Norway
Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please.
Services
• Financial Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Strategies
• Insurance* Analysis
• Succession Planning

Judy A. Cooper

• Charitable Giving

Financial Advisor

• Business Planning

Judycooper@wradvisors.com

*Insurance products are provided

2601 • 4th Avenue, Suite 450 • Seattle, WA 98121
Tel: (206) 283-6661 x 103

through insurance companies with which
Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.

Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our daily specials and regularly updated
information will help you make wise travel
decisions in a constantly changing world!

For a

Smörgosbord
of Music call

SMÖRGÅSBANDET
Jeanne Eriksson Andersen
& Wayne Söderlund

Smorgasbandet1@aol.com
1 (718) 415-0602

Specials to Scandinavia
Europe & the Caribbean

Call us for details!
Verrazano TraVel & leisure
1 (718) 979-6641
inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

1. 800. 870. 7688

Scandinavian owned & operated

Prices from

NOK 2492 (~$366)/1 week
NOK 4634 (~$681)/2 weeks
* rates include unlimited km's, liability insurance, & VAT tax

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com • www.VikingCarClub.com

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Photo: Archives

The staff of the Nordisk Tidene gathers for a picture in Brooklyn, N.Y. for the paper’s 75th anniversary
in 1966.

7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209
Gerd@kontiki-travel.com • Tel: (718) 748-7400
Fax: (718) 238-3604 • Toll free (800) 822-5838

• Experienced, multi-lingual travel consultants
• Personal, professional service
• Highly competitive prices
• Tailor-made travel plans to Norway
• Cruise and train arrangements
• Norwegian owned and operated

Congratulation with the
120-year Anniversary of

The Norwegian-American Press!

Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com

The Viking Trader™
We now offer distinctive Norwegian artifacts: The Oseberg
Tapestry of AD 834 reproduced by advanced technology of the
University of Oslo & the Viking Ship Museum (and sold at the Museum).
Fine pewter pieces from Norway’s distinguished metal smiths, including
the whimsical Viking Ship bowl. Norwegian Viking King Figurines,
historically accurate, artistically designed, & hand painted.
Visit us at www.vikingtrader.net
Or call toll-free1.800.842.1676

Gratulerer med 120-års Jubileet for
den norsk-amerikanske presse!
Hjertelig hilsen fra oss på ISS
Come to Norway, meet the World!

Oslo International Summer School

St. Olaf College, 1520 St. Olaf Avenue, Northfield, MN 55057-1098
(507) 786-3269 • (800) 639-0058 • iss@stolaf.edu • www.uio.no/iss
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Travels to Norway

120 years of …
(…continued from page 10)

sponsor the annual 17th of May dinner.
Instead, they wanted to see Decorah find a
new way to celebrate its Norwegian Heritage.
To learn more visit www.nordicfest.com.

Sogn, Voss, Valdres
Heritag e Tour

The Annual Little Norway Festival has
been going on in Petersburg, Alaska since
1958. They just held their most recent festival
May 14-17. Every year visitors and residents
attend this special celebration complete with
bunads, Vikings, rosemaling, world-class
seafood and of course, much, much more! To
find out more about this special festival visit
www.petersburg.org/visitor/littlenorway.
html.

July 30-August 10, 2009

Discover your family’s
heritage while enjoying the
scenic beauty of Norway on
this 12-day escorted tour.
Visit some of Norway’s most
famous stave churches and
museums while exploring the
land of your ancestors.

Brekke Tours…

taking you back to your roots
Norway’s Fjord Coun try
& a Night in Ic eland
From: $1395* (based on 4 people)

Includes:

 Airfare to Bergen from Mpls/St. Paul or
Seattle (service starting July 25)
 7 nights at Brekke's Fjord Retreat
between Flåm & Aurland
 One-week car rental
 1 hotel overnight Iceland including
airport transfers

*Does not include taxes, fees & fuel of approx. $300.
Restrictions apply.

B R EK K E T O U R S & T R A V EL
Explore Scandinavia and the world with Brekke Tours & Travel!
For all our travel options, request Brekke’s Travel Brochure at tours@brekketours.com .
1-800-437-5302
WWW.BREKKETOURS.COM

W e C ongratulate
Norwegian-American

Weekly!
THE

AmEricAn ScAndinAviAn SociETy
A pan-Scandinavian membership organization,
devoted to presenting Nordic cultural, educational,
artistic and musical events of interest, to the
general public of the metropolitan New York area

To become a member & to learn more...
participate in our

MANY EXCITING EVENTS

The Annual Scandinavian Midsommer
Celebration in Vasa Park in South Elgin, Ill.
is celebrating its fourth year on June 27. The
celebration is presented by Scandinavian
Park, Inc. and features a children’s parade,
folk costumes, family projects, games and a
picnic. To learn more visit www.vasaparkil.
com.
The 24 Annual Scandinavian Fest in
Budd Lake, N.J. will take place on Aug.
31 at New Jersey’s Vasa Park. The heritage
festival features food, crafts, demos, Vikings,
folkdance, gifts, music, dancing reenactors,
and kid’s events. To learn more visit www.
scanfest.org.
th

The
Annual
SAHS
Midsummer
Celebration will take place on June 20 at Vasa
Park in Budd Lake, N.J. The festival features
fun and entertainment. It’s sponsored by the
Scandinavian American Heritage Society
of New Jersey in conjunction with the Vasa
Order of America District 6 and Sons of
Norway District 3. For more information
visit www.sahsnj.org.
Norway Day in San Francisco was first
held on May 9, 1993 in San Francisco’s
Fort Mason. 300 visitors were anticipated to
show up but instead the celebration received
a wall-to-wall crowd of 1,300. Because

of the success of the first year, it became
an annual festival sponsored jointly by the
Consul General and the Norwegian American
organizations in Northern California. This
year the event took place May 1-3. To learn
more visit www.norwayday.org.

Sangerfest is having its centennial this year
in Eugene, Ore. The first Sangerfest was held
in June 1851 in Asker Norway. In 1867, the
first North American Sangerfest was held
in Philadelphia, Penn. The first West Coast
Sangerfest was held in 1903 in Everett,
Wash. Sangerfest is a time when Norwegian
singers come together and put on an amazing
performance. Historically, the singers are all
male. To find out more visit www.pcnssa.
org.

Annual
Scandinavian
The
32nd
Hjemkomst Festival takes place this year in
Moorhead, Minn. June 26-28. The festival
features live entertainment, exhibits, youth
programs, authentic cuisine, and a Nordic
marketplace. To learn more visit www.
scandinavianhjemkomstfestival.org.

The 15th Annual Norwegian Festival in
Central Park will take place on Oct. 3. The
festival is a joint effort between the New
York Consulate and the New York Road
Runners. The Consulate takes care of the
cultural aspects of the day and the New York
Road Runners coordinate the Norway Run
and Grete’s Great Gallop. There is also a
race for children called the Troll Stroll and
the Norwegian Seamen’s Church is known to
be baking up delicious Norwegian waffles at
the event. For more information visit www.
norway.org or www.nyrr.org.

The Scandinavian Festival in Thousand
Oaks, Calif. was founded by the late Professor
Armour Nelson and the late John Nordberg,
the festival promotes the Scandinavian
heritage of CLU and maintains a relationship
with a variety of CLU’s constituencies
in Scandinavian-American communities.
(www.scandinaviancenter.org)

Norway Lodging provides easy access to all types
of lodging in the beautiful country of Norway.

norwaylodging.com

Be sure to visit norwaylodging.com
to help plan your next trip.

To become aplease
member
& to learn more...
contact:
participate in our

The American
Scandinavian
Society
many
exciTing
evenTs
317 E 52nd
Street,
new york, ny 10022
please
contact:

Founded 1908

1(212)751-0714 • AmScandSociety08@aol.com

www.americanscandinavian.org

Congratulations to The Norwegian American Weekly! Skål!
Thanks for 120 years of service to the Norwegian-American Community

INGEBRETSEN’S

Minneapolis, MN

Scandinavian Gifts and Food
800-279-9333

ingebretsens.com
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Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping

Place your order today!
Call toll-free at (877) 784-7020
www.scanspecialties.com

Venner.
Make the most of your time – fly smoothly and comfortably to your
friends and family. By the way, “Venner” means friends in Norwegian.
Make
oftimetables
your time –and
fly smoothly
andatcomfortably
to your
Checkthe
outmost
all our
destinations
flysas.com/us.
friends
and
family. By the way, “Venner” means friends in Norwegian.
Welcome
onboard!
Check out all our timetables and destinations at flysas.com/us.
Welcome onboard!
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Copenhagen Stockholm Oslo Helsinki Gothenburg Stavanger*
fl
ysas.com/usStockholm Oslo Helsinki Gothenburg Stavanger*
Copenhagen
flysas.com/us

*

Check out all our destinations and timetables at www.flysas.com.

*

Check out all our destinations and timetables at www.flysas.com.

