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Online News
Dateline Oslo
A new trend in motherhood

A report released last week
by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention found
that the percentage of children
born to unmarried women is
rising sharply. In 2007, nearly
40 percent of births in the U.S.
were to unmarried women,
up from 34 percent in 2002.
Of the 14 developed countries
surveyed, the highest unwed
birth rates were among the
Scandinavian nations (66
percent in Iceland, 55 percent
in Sweden, 54 percent in
Norway and 46 percent in
Denmark). The report didn’t
look at cohabitation rates.
(New York Times)

Recession reaches oil-rich
Norway

The recession has hit oil-rich
Norway, long after the global
finance crisis sent many
other countries’ economies
into a slump, the government
agency Statistics Norway
said Tuesday. The country is
now in a recession, defined
as a shrinking of the national
economy two quarters in a row.
The agency said a 0.8 percent
decline in gross domestic
product in the fourth quarter
was followed by a 1 percent
decline in the first quarter.
(Forbes)
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Norwegian scientist Jørn Hurum
presents missing link

The oldest
complete fossil
of a primate
was introduced
in New York
Berit Hessen

Managing Editor

On May 19, scientists
announced the discovery of
a 47 million-year-old human
ancestor. For the past two years,
an international team of scientists,
led by world-renowned Norwegian
fossil scientist Dr. Jørn Hurum,
University of Oslo Natural
History Museum, has secretly
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After a fascinating two-year journey, a team from Oslo visits New York to reveal the “Missing Link” named Ida. From left:
Merethe Frøyland (Associated Professor at the University of Oslo and wife of Jørn Hurum), Professor Elen Roaldset (former
Director of the Museum of Natural History of Oslo), Inga Bostad Vice-Principal, Associate Professor at the University of
Oslo and fossil scientist Dr Jørn Hurum (University of Oslo Natural History Museum).

Dialogue for Peace:

Bridging our differences

Another success

17th of May celebrations go
Joining hands in a common effort, off without a hitch across the
country
Norway and the United States
Compiled by

Tiffanie Davis
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May 17th was a joyous occasion.
Thousands of people celebrated in
bunads, in parades, at banquets,
luncheons, dinners and church.
Whether it rained or shined, it was
a special occasion for all.
Photo: Jeffrey G. Mueller
From left: Ingrid Vik, Oslo Center for Peace and Human Rights, Oslo, Norway; Professor
Abdi Samatar, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis; Imam Senaid Kobilica, Islamic
Council of Norway; Norwegian Ambassador to Syria Rolf Willy Hansen; and J. Brian
Atwood, Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, Minneapolis.

Leslee Lane Hoyum
Rockford, Minn.

“We must find a way to
live together as one human
family,” President Barack Obama

recently said at Notre Dame’s
commencement program. Those
words were equally relevant at
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Alaska
In Anchorage it was a
beautiful day. The Norwegian flag
waved from a pole made from
wood from Sitka, Alaska. Guests
enjoyed a traditional wooden flute
performance by Yngvil Vatn Guttu
and a presentation from Sons of
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In Petersburg, Alaska a fashion show
not only featured bunads but also
beautiful, tradtional Sami clothes.
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Norge - Uken som gikk
Norsk filmregissør hylles i USA

Nytt på Nett

Bent Hamers film “O`Horten” har mottatt
strålende kritikk fra både New York Times
og Los Angeles Times.

EU-motstand på stortingslistene

Det er flest EU-motstandere blant stortingskandidatene ved høstens valg. Det viser
en meningsmåling som analysebyrået Perduco har utført. 48 prosent av kandidatene
sier nei til EU, mens 42 prosent er for et
medlemskap i den europeiske unionen.

Fredag 22. mai hadde den norske filmen
“O’Horten” kinopremiere i USA. Regissør
for filmen er Bent Hamer fra Sandefjord.
Som så mange av Hamers tidligere
filmer, handler “O’Horten” om eldre menn
som havner i uforutsigbare og forunderlige
situasjoner. Denne gangen følger vi lokomotivføreren Odd Horten i sin siste reise

Statoil tilbake til start

Det statlige norske oljeselskapet heter
igjen bare Statoil, melder ANB-NTB. Det

ble vedtatt på generalforsamlingen 19.
mai. Det fusjonerte selskapet av Statoil
og Norsk Hydros olje- og gassvirksomhet
fikk navnet StatoilHydro i 2007. Allerede
da navnevedtaket ble fattet, var det klart
at navnet bare var midlertidig.

Pensjonistene får mest i år

750.000 trygdede og pensjonister fikk sin
lønnsøkning 19. mai da trygdeoppgjøret
kom i havn, melder NRK. Pensjonistene
fikk en inntektsvekst på rundt 4,2 prosent.
Yrkesorganisasjonenes Sentralforbund
(YS) mener de burde få mer. Endringen
gjelder fra 1. mai i år. Som en del av
fjorårets opptrappingsplan for minstepensjonistene, øker minstepensjonen for enslige til 143.568 kroner og for ektepar der
begge er minstepensjonister til 265.272
kroner. Økningen i minstepensjonistenes
kjøpekraft er også et resultat av at en relativ stor andel av befolkningen i Norge inntektsmessig ligger under det som OECD
anser som fattigdomsgrensen.

Frekk kvinne i Lofoten

En kvinnen fra Vestvågøy i 50-årene
har nærmest blitt et fenomen i Lofoten.
Hun er tidligere tatt fire ganger for promillekjøring, og står bak flere biltyveri,
butikktyveri og andre tyverier. Onsdag i
forrige uke slo hun til igjen, forteller Lofotposten. Kvinnen ble filmet av overvåkningkamera med åtte sekspakninger
med øl i handlevognen. Det var mye folk
i butikken, og hun ruslet frekt og freidig
ut bak ryggen til personen som satt i kassen, og gikk rett ut. – Hun kom faktisk inn
igjen og spurte etter poser, sa butikksjef
Ketil Kristensen.

Fotball eller Grand Prix?

For å unngå kollisjon mellom mesterligafinalen i fotball og finalen i Melodi Grand
Prix neste år, ønsker Viasat å flytte MGPfinalen. Begge arrangementene skal etter
planen gå 22. mai. Årets finale i mesterligaen mellom Barcelona og Manchester
United gikk onsdag 27. mai, men FIFA
har bestemt at framtidige finaler skal gå
lørdager. I NRK forstår man at kollisjonen
ikke er helt heldig, men de vil gjerne ha
MGP-finalen 22. mai fordi man da får vist
fram 17. mai-feiringen, melder NTB.

SV vil ha Oljefondet ut av Israel

Norge må trekke seg ut av israelske selskaper som bidrar til okkupasjonen i de
palestinske områdene, mener Øystein
Djupedal (SV). Det er utvidelsen av okkupasjonen på Vestbredden som nå gjør
at SV-veteranen og Etikkrådets far vil ha
oljefondet ut av israelske selskap, skriver
Dagbladet. Ved utgangen av 2008 hadde
oljefondet aksjeposter i 41 israelske selskaper, melder ABC Nyheter.

Regissør Bent Hamer blir sammenlignet med kjente
filmskapere som Jim Jarmusch og Jacques Tati.
Foto: Norsk Filminstitutt.

før han går av med pensjon, skriver ABC
Nyheter. Los Angeles Times betegner filmen
som “nyskapende og rivende.” “O’Horten”
er “omhyggelig godt konstruert, og svært tro
mot sin samtid,” skriver New York Times.
Filmen var utvalgt til å være det norske
bidraget i konkurransen om Oscar for beste
fremmedspråklige film i 2009. Den hadde
premiere på norske kinoer i 2007.
Hamers komediefilm “Salmer fra Kjøkkenet,” fra 2003, fikk også god omtale i innog utland.

English Synopsis: The movie “O’Horten” had its opening night in New York and Los
Angeles on May 22. Los Angeles Times writes: “This is a gentle comedy, both funny and
melancholy, about a timid soul who discovers the necessity of embracing life in all its absurdity and unlooked-for joy.” New York Times also gives the film a raving review.

Britisk avis: - Ålesund er Norges vakreste by
Ålesund’s ordfører, Bjørn Tømmerdal,
jubler etter at Times Online skryter Ålesund opp i skyene, melder VG Nett.
– Denne elegante byen ble rasert av flammene i 1904, men reiste seg som en fugl
fønix blant is, øyer og snøkledde fjelltopper,
skriver Times Online i sin introduksjon til
Ålesunds severdigheter. Byen ble et utstill-

ingsvindu for datidens arkitektur, Art Nouvea, eller jugendstil. Avisen trekker også

frem havnen, fiskemuseet og de naturskjønne
områdene like ved byen. – Vi har en fantastisk by, natur og omland, sa en glad ordfører
til VG Nett. Tømmerdal tror spesielt det er
nærheten til naturen og gode muligheter for
fluefiske, som tiltrekker de engelske hordene
til hovedstaden i Sunnmøre.

English Synopsis: The British Times Online named Ålesund “Norway’s most beautiful
city” on May 23. “This elegant port city was ravaged by fire in 1904 but it rose like a
phoenix amid icy islands and snowy peaks,” the Times wrote.

Vakre Ålesund, med den flotte beliggenheten i
Møre og Romsdal, blir ofte omtalt som “Nordens
Venezia”. Foto: Berit Hessen.

Nora fra Gjøvik på Oprah Winfrey show
Nora Foss Al-Jabri (13) sang på talkshowet til selveste Oprah Winfrey 18 mai.
Oprah var på jakt etter verdens mest talentfulle ungdom, da hun oppdaget stemmen til
Nora. Oprah synes stemmen til “Nora from
Norway” var så spesiell at den norske jenta
fikk ta med seg foreldrene til Chicago og

Nora, “den lille jenta med den store stemmen.”
Foto: Harald Christian Eiken / NRK.

synge i showet “The World’s Most Talented
Kids.” 8,5 millioner amerikanere så Nora
fremføre en praktfull versjon av “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”
I Norge ble Nora stjerne over natten
gjennom videosiden Snutter.no og deltakelsen i “Norske Talenter” i fjor, der hun kom
på 3. plass.

English Synopsis: Nora Foss Al-Jabri (13), aka “the little girl with the big voice”, sang
on Oprah’s Show “The World’s Most Talented Kids” on May 18. “Nora from Norway”

was contacted by the talk show after Oprah heard her beautiful voice.

Norske ubåter i 100
Høsten 1909 fikk det norske Forsvaret sin
første undervannsbåt. I år markeres jubileet flere steder i Norge, melder NTB.

Det var markering i Trondheim i mars, men
forrige helg var det Bergen som fikk besøk av
både utenlandske og norske ubåter. De norske ubåtene fikk selskap av kolleger fra fire
nasjoner.. Den store russiske ubåten Magnitogorsk og den tyske U 17 lå ved Bryggen,
mens en amerikansk og en britisk ubåt la seg
til ved Haakonsvern. Når jubileet forflytter
seg til Oslo i juni, er det ventet ubåter fra
flere andre nasjoner.
Ubåtvåpenet er minst like viktig i dag
som da den tyskbygde Kobben kom til landet
for 100 år siden, sier kommandør Erik Bøe
til Bergensavisen. Han er sjef for det norske

ubåtvåpenet, som i dag har seks ubåter av
Ula-klassen. Dagens norske ubåter ble bygget i 1989 til 1992.
Den første norske ubåten drev nøytralitetsvakt langs kysten under første verdenskrig. Da Norge ble angrepet i andre
verdenskrig, hadde Norge åtte ubåter. Men
de var i dårlig forfatning. I løpet av krigen
fikk Norge overta tre britiske ubåter, og
det norske ubåtvåpenet gjorde en betydelig
krigsinnsats. Etter krigen ble også tre tyske
ubåter tatt i bruk av det norske Forsvaret.
I dag er de norske ubåtene, som har
base på Haakonsvern, ute på patruljering
og øvelser langs norskekysten og i fjernere
farvann. Sjefen for ubåtvåpenet ønsker også
å ha en så høy tilstedeværelse som mulig i
Nord-Norge, melder ANB-NTB.

English Synopsis: During the fall of 1909, the Norwegian Defense could add the first
submarine to their fleet. Last weekend, the centennial was celebrated in Bergen. British,
German, Russian as well as American submarines visited during the celebration. In June,
the anniversary will be marked in Oslo.
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Mannskap i tårnet på ubåten KNM Utvær (S303) i
overflatestilling på Vestlandet. (Crew in the tower
on the submarine KNM Utvær (S303) in surface position at the west coast of Norway). Foto: Forsvaret
(Photo: Norwegian Defence).

Norway in the News

Putin disappointed by Telenor Feud
Breaking his silence over Telenor’s troubles
on May 19, Russia’s Prime Minister Vladimir Putin expressed disappointment that the
company had been unable to agree on an expansion plan with Alfa Group, and insisted
that the rule of law would prevail in a related
court dispute. Putin spoke after talks with
Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg,
who declared that Putin is “very much aware
of what is now the Norwegian position”..
Stoltenberg said Russia and Norway agreed
that Telenor and Alfa must try to resolve the
issue out of court. Even if they failed to do
so, Telenor’s holding in VimpelCom must
stay intact until the Norwegian company exhausts all opportunities for appeal, he said.
(The Moscow Times)

Ruling parties delay oil sands vote
Norway’s center-left government effectively
delayed a parliamentary vote on May 18 on
whether majority state-owned oil and gas
producer StatoilHydro should withdraw from
a $2 billion Canadian oil sands venture. The
oil sands issue has put the government in a
bind four months before a general election,
with political opponents saying state support
for the oil sands project was hypocritical
given the cabinet’s self-professed environmental ambitions. (Reuters)
Stricter regulation for handling radioactive waste
Environment Minister Erik Solheim has
promised that Norway will get the World’s
strictest regulations for the handling of radioactive waste. On May 19 it was revealed
that Norway does not have a complete overview of where waste from the oil industry
ends up, waste that is regarded as radioactive
and dangerous in many countries. Until now
such waste has been burned at a plant in Gulen, in the Sogn og Fjordane county. The authorities have now circulated for comments a
proposal for new and stricter limits for what
is to be regarded as radioactive and dangerous waste, with the limits lowered from 10 to
0.5 Becquerel. (NRK / Norway Post)
Progress Party in favor of euthanasia
The national congress of the right wing
Progress Party (Fremskrittspartiet) has voted

in favor of introducing the right to euthanasia or mercy killing, the only Norwegian political party to do so. The proposal was put
forward by the youth branch of the party, and
was adopted with a clear majority. Both the
Conservative Party (Høyre) and the Liberal
Left (Venstre) say they regret the decision
made by the Progress Party. The Christian
Democrats (Kristelig Folkeparti) have earlier stated a strong opposition to euthanasia.
(NRK / Norway Post)

Norway trade union: Boycott Israel if
peace process fails
Norway’s largest labor union urged on May
23 to lead an international boycott of Israel
if a peace agreement with the Palestinians
fails. The Norwegian Confederation of Trade
Unions (LO) whose members constitute more
than a third of the country’s employees, said
in a statement that both Israel and the Palestinians deserve to live in peace and security,
and as long as this was not achieved, the Israeli government was to be held accountable.
The organization urged Israel to put an end
to the “illegal occupation,” respect the 1967
borders, halt the expansion of the settlements
and remove the security barrier. The UN
should play a proactive role to this end, and
if these efforts fail, the Norwegian government should lead an international campaign
against the occupation of the Palestinian territories, the statement said. (Haaretz.com)
Ethnic tensions on the tundra
Sami reindeer herders in northern Norway
call for stricter regulations of all non-Sami
activities in their pasture land. That prepares
the ground for conflicts with the other population in the region. Police representatives in
the northernmost county of Finnmark now
confirm to NRK TV that is a growing fear
for open conflict and violence between representatives of the Sami reindeer herders and
the other population in the region. The Sami
land claims do not only cover the northern
parts of Norway. About half of all Norwegian
territory is part of the traditional reindeer
pasture land, the Sami reindeer herders say.
The Sami demands are currently assessed by
the Ministry of Justice. Leader of the Farmers Association in Finnmark, Gunnar Johnsen, says he fears that major land areas in the

region will be completely sealed off for the
public in big parts of the year. That will most
likely result in violence, he admits.
(BarentsObserver)

Police clamp down on drug abuse
Heavy fines and loss of license are some of
the measures which will be taken against
persons caught while purchasing hashish.
This is part of the Oslo Police’s newly announced fight against the use of drugs in the
Norwegian capital. Already, offenders have
been fined up to NOK 10,000, according to
reports. In the worst case, people caught buying hashish could lose the right to care for
their own children. Among other measures
they will also introduce the use of more mobile police stations. (NRK / Norway Post)
More people in northern Norway
The population in northern Norway is on
the rise. In the first three months of the year,
the regional population increased with more
than 500 people, which is the best result in
years. In the first quarter of 2009, the population in the northermost county of Finnmark
increased with 33 people. In Troms county,
the population increased with 256 and in
Nordland with 271. A total of 72,525 people
now live in Finnmark, while 155,809 live in
Troms and 235,651 in Nordland. In Troms
and Nordland, the populations increased as
a consequence of both migration and higher
birthrates. In Finnmark, there was a net emigration, while the birth rate increased.
(BarentsObserver)
Condemns North Korea’s nuclear test
Norway joins other nations in condemning
North Korea’s nuclear test on May 25. Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Støre
said Norway condemns the test blast. “The
World must react united and with firmness.
North Korea’s irrational leadership is gambling with its whole population,” said Jan
Egeland, Director of the Norwegian Institute
for International Affairs (NUPI) in Oslo.
(Norway Post)

Additional NOK 30 million to promote
workers’ rights
The Norwegian Government proposes an allocation of NOK 30 million (USD $4.7 mill)
in new funds to the International Labor Or-
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ganization (ILO) to improve international
labor standards, strengthen national labour
inspection mechanisms and increase cooperation between employee and employer
organizations. Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr
Støre commented: “The international finance
crisis has become an economic crisis, and is
now becoming a social crisis in many countries. The financial crisis has affected the
whole world, but some countries are worse
hit than others. By strengthening the ILO, we
can help to prevent the financial crisis from
escalating into a social and political crisis.”
(Government.no)

Missing Norwegian Everest climber safe
The Norwegian mountain climber Jarle Trå
(39) who went missing on May 22 while
climbing Mount Everest alone and without
oxygen, was found on Monday morning,
May 25. Trå, from Granvin in Hordaland, had
reached the top of Everest, but encountered
some problems on the way down. When he
did not return to camp on time, other Norwegians went searching for him. His rescuers
said he suffered severe frostbite and needed
medical attention quickly. Lars Oma Erichsrud and Petter Lindén Nyquist also reached
the summit on May 22.
(Norway Post / NRK)

New Norwegian hurdles record
Christina Vukicevic (21) has set a new Norwegian 100m hurdles record, at 13.87, making her the fastest in Europe and the 10th
fastest in the world on the distance so far
this year. This was 7/100 faster than the old
Norwegian record was set by Lena Solli Reimann in 1996. The new record was set at the
Oslo Bislet Stadium. (NRK/Aftenposten)

Norsk Tipping introduces stricter limits
Norsk Tipping, Norway’s leading games
company, is introducing stricter regulations,
including an 18-year age limit on all of its
games, as well as a limit on the stake you
are allowed. “Our aim is to be world leaders
in showing responsibility for our players,”
said Norsk Tipping CEO Torbjørn Almlid.
Stakes will be limited to NOK 40,000 per
day, 100,000 per week, 300,000 per month
and NOK 1 million a year. (Norway Post)
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The karma of connecting

Silicon Valley Bank’s Geir Hansen has found
success by first focusing on helping startups any
way he can
Myke Folger

Seattle Business

For Geir Hansen, what goes around
comes around.
The circular notion that acts of
kindness will eventually come back to
you in some shape or form was proven not
long ago while Hansen was sitting on the
screening committee of the venture capital
group Alliance of Angels. Executives at a
company that will remain anonymous came
in to present. Hansen, the Seattle-based
senior relationship manager for emerging
technologies at Silicon Valley Bank (SVB),
liked the presentation and spent an hour with
the firm’s CEO to discuss how he might help
develop the business.
Two weeks later, while at lunch with a
colleague from another venture capital firm,
he kept thinking about the company. “We
were talking about good companies that
we’d seen recently, comparing notes about
what’s going on,” says Hansen, 49. “Five
months later, the company got funded by that
VC firm.”
Watching a promising startup find
investor support from another venture firm is
never an issue with Hansen. To him, karma
rules the roost in his life, and this particular
case was no exception. Hansen reports that
the entrepreneur from the promising startup
wants to work with SVB in the future. Since
arriving in 1996 at the Seattle offices of the
California-based commercial bank, Hansen
has helped the local branch grow from three
to 25 employees.
Over the years, SVB, which focuses
on tech startups of all sizes, has helped
hundreds of Northwest clients and built loan
commitments into the hundreds of millions
of dollars. Those clients include such firms
as Bellevue’s Onyx Software Corp. and
Seattle’s aQuantive Inc., which was recently
acquired by Microsoft for billions of dollars.
A native of Oslo, Norway, and an avid
soccer player, Hansen immigrated to the
United States in 1985, where he found that
his real skill was communicating and relating
to people. He loved playing soccer but was
even better at organizing games with friends.
The talent seems to have spread into his
business. He ruminates on the idea: “Maybe
there’s something to that, spending time with
friends.”
For tips on how to connect, Hansen
says you should never go into a meeting or
networking event needing something. Not
only will people smell the desperation, but

Photo courtesy of Seattle Business.

Silicon Valley Bank’s Geir Hansen firmly believes
that good deeds, kindness and a willingness to get
to know others will always pay you back in ways
you may not realize.

also you risk developing a reputation as a
taker. But if you go in and just get to know
people, “that helps build a network over
time.
“Entrepreneurs tend to talk among
themselves, and banks are one of the main
subjects. Your reputation in these bank
discussions is how you get on somebody’s
list,” Hansen says. That’s how good karma
is returned.
His decisions are guided by long-term
thinking. For instance, he knows people
fresh out of the University of Washington
looking for work. He’s always glad to help
them—in fact, his exceptional connections
might well be the result of taking too many
meetings, even though nothing may come of
them directly.
He was reminded of a recent meeting
he had over coffee with the CEO of a young
client company. “I said, ‘Is there anything
else I can do for you?’ and [the other person]
said, ‘Well, I’m thinking about hiring a
senior finance person.’ I said, ‘There’s one
person you should talk to.’ So if you can
think of ways to be helpful, it all comes back,
eventually.”
To contact Geir Hansen, go to svb.com.

This
article
was reprinted with
permission from Seattle Business magazine.
For more information, visit www.
seattlebusinessmag.com.

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American
Weekly
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Sports

Tippe - league round 10 - 11

Rosenborg at the top, still undefeated
Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

With only a draw against Odd last round,
Start went into the game against Bodø/Glimt
needing a win to challenge Rosenborg and
Molde on top. After five highly qualified
saves from Bodø/Glimt keeper Pavel Londak,
the American defender Clarence Goodson
met a corner from Bolanos and headed home
the opener at the end of the first half. Two
additional great saves by Londak in the
second half seemed to keep the game going
for Bodø/Glimt, but in the 70th minute, Geir
Ludvig Fevang finally hit the target. Start
added two times more within the next six
minutes and borrowed the top-spot on the
chart a couple hours before the evening game
between Rosenborg and Viking at Lerkendal
in Trondheim.
Rosenborg keeper Rune Almenning
Jarstein has been in the spotlight lately.
Several recent mistakes by the National team

keeper have been costly for Rosenborg and
caused worry for National team coach Egil
“Drillo” Olsen. Sandefjord saved one point
last round when Jarstein lost an apparently
easy ball and Sandefjord poked in the
equalizer. In the 1-0 victory against Viking
at Lerkendal, Jarstein played well and got
his revenge and saved his second penalty for
the season in a much discussed situation, and
probably regained the faith. Mikael Lustig
scored the only goal and saw to Rosenborg
still is unbeaten this season.
Lillestrøm took a step away from the
bottom spot with two victories in a row.
Seasonal best from the Romerike Club in
the first half against Sandefjord this round,
secured three deserving points in the 2-1
victory in an entertaining match at Åråsen.
A late goal by Bengt Sæternes saved
all the points for Vålerenga in the encounter
against Strømsgodset. The Oslo club is
climbing to fifth on the chart and hooked
themselves up in the top five.

Bjørndalen elected
Biathlon Athlete of
the year

Tippeligaen
Fixtures & Results
5/19 Sandefjord

2-2 Rosenborg

5/21 Molde

1-1 Tromsø

5/21 Bodø/Glimt
Ronning 23, Ludvigsen 47,

3-0 Ålesund

5/21 Start

1-1 Odd Grenland

5/21 Viking

2-2 Stabæk

5/21 Strømsgodset

1-2 Lillestrøm

5/21 Fredrikstad

2-4 Brann

5/21 Lyn
Obiefule 49, Pratto 54, 69,

4-4 Vålerenga

5/24 Start
Goodson 43, Fevang 71,

4-0 Bodø/Glimt

5/24 Vålerenga

1-0 Strømsgodset

5/24 Odd Grenland

2-0 Fredrikstad

5/24 Lillestrøm

2-1 Sandefjord

5/24 Tromsø

1-0 Lyn

5/24 Rosenborg

1-0 Viking

Rascic 41, Isaksen 70
Mota 45

Sorensen 69

Stokkelien 84
Ijeh 21, 90

Nordkvelle 4

Johannsson 25, 74
Guastavino 88

Stokkelien 73, 78

Saeternes 83

Kovacs 69, Gulsvik 82
Sundgot 5, 29
Moldskred 17
Lustig 79

Olsen 1, Prica 32
Knarvik 90

Dokken 7

Hedenstad 30, Kobayashi 58

Nosakhro 16, Sundgot 22
Einarsson 46, Karadas 48, Moen 58,
Bakke 79
Haestad 34, 56, Saeternes 62,
Abdellaoue 78

Results & Standings
Tippeligaen		

PLD

PTS

1. Rosenborg BK
2. IK Start		
3. Odd Grenland		
4. Molde FK		
5. Vålerenga Fotball
6. Sandefjord Fotball
7. Tromsø IL		
8. SK Brann
9. Viking FK		
10. Ålesunds FK		
11. FK Bodø/Glimt
12. Stabæk IF		
13. Fredrikstad FK
14. Lillestrøm SK
15. FC Lyn Oslo		
16. Strømsgodset IF

11
11
11
10
11
11
11
10
11
10
11
10
11
11
11
11

23
20
18
18
16
16
14
13
13
12
12
11
11
10
9
9

Mjelde 40

Congratulations
Graduates!

Rolf Arne Odiin

Chairman, AIPS Nordic Ski and
Biathlon Commission

AIPS Nordic Ski and Biathlon
Commission announce Best Press Facilities
and Stars of 2009. 35-year-old Ole Einar
Bjørndalen outclassed 20-year-old Gregor
Schlierenzauer with 182 votes to become the
2009 Biathlon King.
In the biathlon section of the election,
Norwegian Bjørndalen, who won four World
Championship gold medals and topped
the Biathlon World Cup for the sixth time,
received an impressive 587 votes from AIPS
specialist ski journalists.
Bjørndalen who lives in Obertillach,
Austria to be near his Italian wife Nathalie

Photo: Rolf Arne Odiin

Santer of Toblach, still has an enourmous
hunger for success and is busy preparing
for the upcoming 2010 Winter Olympic
Games in Vancouver, British Columbia in
nine months. So far Bjørndalen has won five
Olympic gold medals, three silver and one
bronze medal, while his World record is 14
gold, 10 silver and nine bronze.
All together Bjørndalen has entered
the podium 42 times in Olympic and
World Championships, plus 153 podium
appearances in the World Cup.

American speed-skater Davis wins
Norwegian award

Special Release

Photo: shanidavis.org

USA Today

American speed-skater Shani Davis
won Norway’s 2008-9 season Oscar Award
for speed-skating on Tuesday for “his
overwhelming achievement” of setting two
world records in two days at World Cup
finals in May.
The awards citation praised Davis for
setting a 1,500 meter record of one minute
41.80 seconds on May 6, and then setting a
1,000 meter record for 1.41.80 the next day.
The award was created in 1959 by the

Photo: Wikipedia

Oscar Mathisen in 1914 with all his medals.

Oslo skating club in honor of Oslo native
Oscar Mathisen, a five-time world all around
speed-skating champion and multiple world
record-holder who died in 1954.
Davis is the fourth American to win the
award. The others were Chad Hedrick in
2004, Bonnie Blair in 1992 and 1992 Eric
Heiden for four straight years ending in
1980.
The prize is a miniature copy of a statue
of Mathisen that stands outside his home
arena in Oslo, Frogner Stadium.
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Op Ed

Letters to the
Editor:

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:
Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief j.moe@norway.com

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Dear Editor,
The 31st Annual Syttende Mai
celebration was held at the home of Sonya
and Dale Margerum on Sunday evening. The
evening began with honoring new members
with a certificate presented by Sonya,
followed by the News of Norway. After that a
humorous skit was performed by five people
that told the story of “Ole Madoff,” a clever
Norwegian who made a fortune in lutefisk by
selling it to the Norwegian church women for
their annual lutefisk suppers. The program
ended with a duet singing several songs and
then the Norwegian national anthem. A very
large smorgasbord of Norwegian food and
desserts was the highlight of the evening.

L-R are Stephanie Dana, Prof Mark Hermodson,
Pastor Mark Opgrand, Prof John Larson and
Prof Mike Dana

Sincerely,
Arlan Stavnheim
Lafayette, Ind.

Dear Editor
Today (May 19, 2009), I received a
letter from you reminding me of payment
which expires today, according to your letter.
I am told to send a check. We deleted use
of checks in Norway about 10 years ago, we
don’t even have a “bank book” any more, it is
all electronic. We use credit cards (invented
in the United States) or electronic transfer via
my internet-system to all foreign countries
except the United States and Canada where
they do not have a national system. Your
system is made for the conservative United
States and Canadian bank and payment
system. I believe all Norwegians below the
age of 90 have a credit card. Calling your

800-number does not work either, it is only
for United States and/or Canada, calling
the number even with a “1” as the national
code first does not work, a voice tells me the
number is blocked for foreign calls. So what
to do? Cancel the subscription or just let it
die out? If your invoice had the system for
payment with credit cards I could use that. I
have VISA, Mastercard and Amex, but there
are is no system on your invoice that allows
this type of payment. So how do you want
me to pay?
Sincerely,
Steinar Opstad
Ph.D.& Hon.Litt.D.
Grålum, Norway
Dear Steinar,
Thank you for your subscription
renewal of the Norwegian American Weekly.
We continually look for new ways to better
serve the needs of our subscribers, and we
appreciate you bringing your concerns to our
attention. Renewing your subscription by
credit card is easy to do through the Norway.
com blog. It takes less than five minutes to
sign up for a Google account, and it is a safe,
secure way to pay by credit card 24-hours a
day.
If you have any ideas on how we can
help you make the most of your subscription
to the Weekly, please let us know! We
appreciate feedback from our readers.
Med vennlig hilsen,
Christy-Subscriptions Manager
CORRECTION:
In the May 15 puzzle,
“EN NORSK SJØMANN”
the man in the photo is
Asbjörn Grini. The name
was incorrectly spelled
“Brini” in the issue.
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Dear Subscribers,
Greetings from your Subscriptions
Manager! Whether you are returning
from your winter home or vacationing for
a few months, please let us know! We can
forward your newspaper to your summer
location, or put your subscription on hold
until you return. Give us a quick call at
(800) 305-0217, write to us, or email
christy@norway.com with your address
changes. Ha en riktig god sommer!
-Christy Olsen Field

Ole and
Lena
Ole and Lena went to the Olympics.
While sitting on a bench a lady turned to Ole
and said, “Are you a pole vaulter?”
Ole said, “No, I’m Norvegian and my
name isn’t Valter.”
Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free, but must be
submitted one month in advance.

Answer Key from
May 22, 2009 NETT-NØTT 5

Nettie Brown
Ralph L Egeland
Maurice Odegaard
Daniel A Sevig
Thora Madland
Bertha Peterson
David Brueland
Karoline Svendsen
Edna Gahler
Rev E Bonnevie Kluver
Mary E Carlson
Marianne Anderegg
Rich Olsen

29. mai

30. mai
Glenny Inghagen
Floyd W Lien
Olyve C Orfield
Sverre Hatley
Aslaug Virding
Clarence A Clausen
Virginia Onsrud
Clara Aasland Williamsen
Grace Hansen
31. mai
Helen Anderson
Åsta Abogen
Erling Røthe Estevan
Halfdan Tronsdal
June Fosmoe
John N Melland
L Brekken
Helga Lellelid
Carrie Mjelve
Starleen Corrion

1. juni

2. juni
Klara Sinnerud
Laura Johansen
Hermod Bakke
Kristofer Michael Virding
Alf L Knudsen Jr
Megan Lapham
Lars Makebakken
John Seastrend
Oscar Erickson
Mrs John Caspersen
Sigurd Hartmann
Albert Olai Spor
Bruce Mork

3. juni

4. juni

Albert Lea MN
Aurora IL
Ada MN
Fossil OR
Arlington Height IL
Wallingford IA
Seattle WA
Northridge CA
Iver Grove Heights MN
Patterson CA
San Pedro CA
Redmond WA
Ashburn VA

Dearborn Hts MI
Minneapolis MN
Winter Park FL
Seattle WA
Vancouver BC Can
Northfield MN
Eugene OR
Tucson AZ
Jamaica NY

Carpio ND
Foldereid Norway
Sask Can
Stanwood WA

Seattle WA
Modesto CA
Spokane WA
Colman SD
Camrose Alta Can
Mt. Vernon WA

Alvdal Norway
Silverton OR
Leavenworth WA
Tigard OR

Simi Valley CA
Edmonds WA
Tacoma WA
Greendale WI

Bellevue WA
Ketchikan AK
San Antonio TX
Milwaukie OR
Houghton MI
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What did you pay for that?

$2.96 USD

is the median price for
a box of 12 popsicles
in the U.S.

A Perfect May 17th in Seattle!

That is my report from this side of the
world. Let me explain. First, the weather
was just incredible. Even we Seattleites
have become just fed up with the weather
this spring—rain, rain and more rain. We
awoke to one of the prettiest days of the
year and temperatures predicted to be
in the 70s. That forecast puts everyone
in a great mood around here. The soldout 17th of May Luncheon for 325 folks
at the Leif Erikson Lodge was just so
much fun. Ambassador Strømmen had
everyone’s rapt attention as he talked
about the significance of the day. Master
of Ceremonies Jim Vatn capped off 30
years of volunteer service to the May
17th Committee with a performance of
the ages. He was personal, insightful and
very emotional as he presented awards
and recognized so many of the folks in
attendance. It was such a friendly and
enthusiastic crowd—and the food was
great too!
After the banquet, the May 17th
parade started in the bright sunshine. As
I stood watching the parade with friends,

I imagined being in Oslo experiencing the
same pride with flags waving, costumed
participants and humorous floats. The
weather actually out did itself by climbing
into the low 80s in the late afternoon.
To cap off this most perfect of
all days was the spectacular picnic
honoring the centennial of University of
Washington’s Department of Scandinavian
Studies (which is the oldest and largest
Scandinavian Studies department in the
United States) at Bernt Bodal’s house high
on a cliff with a postcard view of the Puget
Sound. Bodal’s estate is awe-inspiring for
anyone that enjoys being at a gorgeous
house, with splendid scenery and 150
really delightful Norwegian Americans.
The conversations were non-stop and
only interrupted by formal remarks from
Ambassador Strømmen and Jim Vatn
as they presented Terje Leiren and the
University of Washington Scandinavian
Department the Distinquished Service
Award for 2009.
Yes, as far as I am concerned, it was a
perfect May 17th Celebration in Seattle!

Editor’s Notes with Berit Hessen

Celebrating May 17th in New York

Norway’s biggest day of national
celebration, Syttende Mai, was an exciting
day in New York. The Norwegian and the
American flags were proudly swaying in
the wind at the 58th Annual Norwegian
Constitution Day Parade in Bay Ridge,
Brooklyn.
Visiting from Norway, Stavanger
Musikkorps played for the thousands of
spectators in Leif Ericson Park. Speaker
Sissel Breie, Consul General of New
York, dressed in her beautiful Hallingdal
bunad, said that 17th of May is primarily
“barnas Dag” (The Children’s Day). The
tradition of Syttende May is deep-rooted
in every Norwegian child’s heart, the
likable Ambassador explained. She also
expressed how emotional it was for her
to witness the “sea of both Norwegian
and American Flags” during her first
Constitution Day celebration in America.
The parade in Brooklyn was not
the only one. In the Big Apple, a small
parade of bunad-clad people marched the
sidewalks of 52nd Street. This parade
had no bagpipes, floats, nor marching
bands, but the participants were just as
proud. 900 hot dogs, countless waffles
(from 19 gallons of waffle mixture) and
eight “bløtkaker” were consumed by
the close to 700 people, who celebrated

Photo: Berit Hessen
Hanne Krogh at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church.

at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in
Midtown.
Many talented Norwegian artists
delighted the crowd, but the highlight
of the festivities was a performance by
Norway’s beloved Hanne Krogh. The
Seamen’s Church has always been close
to Hanne’s heart, her parents met at the
church while living in Bay Ridge. They
moved back to Haugesund, where Hanne
was born, but their love for New York
never faded. The popular artist’s cherished
songs and heartwarming words (about the
immigrants’ lives), truly made it a day to
remember. The Norwegian community is
forever grateful for the hospitality of the
staff at the King Olav V’s Church and the
tireless work of the Norwegian-American
17th of May Committee of Greater New
York. Thank you all for making this day
so very special!

SAMBy&
ELLIE
Ray Helle

is the median price for
a box of 10 popsicles
in Norway.

$2.00 USD

Editor’s Notes with Jake Moe
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The Taste of Norway

Gård’s grand opening

Treasure Island, Florida
2-Bedroom beachfront condo
Vacation Rental on the Gulf of Mexico

Winery opens new tasting room
in Woodinville, Wash. on May 16

t 20
Jus from
s
e
t
u
min mpa!
Ta

Amazing sunsets
& dolphin viewing
from 3rd floor corner
balcony

Large pool, jacuzzi &
tennis courts on site
with golfing, hiking &
fishing nearby

Beautiful interior
features: stainless steel
appliances, 3 flat-screen
TVs, washer and dryer,
and amazing views

Museums and Art Galleries in St. Petersberg, only 10 minutes away

To see photos and for more info visit: www.arnt.us

Q u e s t ion s ? C a l l ( 6 3 1 ) 3 7 5 - 6 0 7 5 or E m a il a m ong e 8 0 3 @ a ol . c o m

Scandinavian American Music for all Occasions

Ellen Lindstrom
& Company

Please call:
(718) 680-8361 or
(917) 968-2926

Christy Olsen Field
Copy Editor

Surrounded by family and friends,
Gård Vintners hosted the grand opening of
their tasting room in Woodinville, Wash., on
Saturday, May 16. With balmy temperatures
and beautiful sunshine, Gård Vintners
enjoyed a beautiful spring day to announce
their arrival in Western Washington.
Gård, which means farm in Norwegian,
honors the rich heritage of the Lawrence
family. The Lawrences take pride in their
farming tradition in the Frenchmen Hills in
Royal City, Wash., and capture the excellence
of their estate-grown grapes in each of their
wines. Wines poured at the event were Gård’s
award-winning 2007 Dry Riesling, as well
as their flagship Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah,
and the Don Isidro, which is a red blend of
53% Syrah and 47% Cabernet Sauvignon.
Gård Vintners shares their tasting room

Photos courtesy of Gård Vintners.

with Smasne Cellars and Almaterra, labels
by Gård winemaker Robert Smasne. Located
in the Woodinville Warehouse District,
the tasting room is conveniently located
to approximately 50 wineries and tasting
rooms. This pedestrian-friendly warehouse
park is a great way to try local, hand-crafted
wines from many up-and-coming wineries
across Washington state.
The Gård Vintners tasting room is open
Fridays from 1-6 p.m., as well as Saturdays
and Sundays from 12-6 p.m. Gård Vintners
is located in the Woodinville Warehouse
District, 19495 144th Ave. NE, Suite B240,
Woodinville, Wash. 98072. For more details,
visit www.gardvintners.com or call (509)
346-8726.

2248 NW Market Street, Seattle, WA 98107 206.783.8288
visit us online at: www.scandinavianfoods.net

providing quality scandinavian
specialty food and groceries since 1960
Store Hours: M 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., T-F 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

On vacation from June 28th to August 4th!

“A Taste of Norway in the Heart of Brooklyn!”

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
E-mail: nordicdeli@aol.com
www.nordicdeli.com
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

The Royal Norwegian Consulate in cooperation with the
Norwegian American Chamber of Commerce, the Norwegian American Foundation,
the Norwegian Commercial Club and the Nordic Heritage Museum
cordially invite you to...

A Celebration of 120 years of
the Norwegian American Weekly
Please RSVP by
June 4th to Christy
by
calling
(206)441-3044 or
email
rsvp@norway.com

Wednesday, June 10 at 6 p.m.
Featuring special guest speaker:

Dr. Odd Lovoll

Lecturer, Researcher, and
Author of upcoming book,
“History of Norwegian Press
in America”
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At the Nordic Heritage Museum
3014 NW 67th Street, Seattle, WA 98117
Music, Hors d’oeuvres, and Special Presentation
Come help us celebrate 120 years of publishing!
All Are Welcome! Tickets are $20, payable by
credit card or check made payable to the NACC
(payment due at the door)
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Travels to Norway

A walk on the wild side

Further north than Alaska and equally beautiful, the Lyngen Alps in
Northern Norway is the wildest part of all Norwegian mountain ranges,
and perhaps the most stunning!
Johnny Haglund and Stein Morten Leir
Special to the Norwegian American Weekly

Continued from April 24

The wind throws a party
With all this knowledge in my baggage,
I feel a little bit disappointed. I appreciate
the place, but I can’t understand what the
prince and minister really talked about. Now
and then I spot some peaks through the thick
blanket of clouds above me, but magnificent,
spectacular…?
We backtrack out of Stortinddalen and
set up our camp south of the lake Jægervatnet.
During the night, which at this latitude never
turns dark this time of year, the wind throws
a party. The invited guests are intense rain,
heavy hail and other strong winds. Our tent
is almost airborne at least four times during
the night—but then it stops.
At four in the morning, the sun starts to
shine on us. I crawl out of the tent, and the
first thing I do, is to give my thanks to the
wind. All the clouds from yesterday have
been blown to sea, and finally I understand
what the coming Norwegian king talked
about.
Isskardtindane, a group of mountains
to the East, mirror themselves in a lake so
tranquil that I have to touch it to realize it’s
water, not a real mirror. Stortinden looks
majestic and in vain, dressed in low, warm
sunlight backed up by a blistering blue sky.
In the north the ice blue river of Stortindelva
flows through jungle like vegetation and in
to the stark blue sky of Jægervatn.
On a day like this, I hope there are
no wealthy Hollywood stars in the area. If
so, I’m afraid they would try to offer the
Norwegian government millions of dollars
to purchase this mountain wilderness and
ship it to California or New York.

From mountains to fjords
We spend the whole day walking in this
wonderland, but it’s not until the next day
I realize the Lyngen Alps have even more
to offer. One day, I’m hiking through high
altitude landscape, giving me the impression
of being at least 2,000 meters above the sea
(although I’m no more than a few hundred
meters higher than sea level). But only a few
hours walk away, we’re suddenly camping
next to the sea.
I’ve traveled around the world for 18
years, but it’s the first time I’ve experienced
something like this. And there’s more.
At the northern end of the peninsula,
big waves from the North Sea crash into the
steep shoreline, a place where nature likes to
show off its powerful forces in more ways
than one.
Several old shipwrecks have been
thrown ashore by the sea, like they’re toyboats made of plastic. One has been cut into
two pieces, and only the bow remains on the
shore, a symbol on how extreme the climate
can be at this latitude.

Peter Wessel Zapffe (1899-1990), a
famous Norwegian philosopher, mountain
climber and writer, had a cabin by the lake
Jægervatn. But he never talked about it,
because he wanted to enjoy this wilderness
alone. If the secret of the Lyngen Alps
became known to people, he was afraid the
area would swarm with hikers, climbers and
other visitors.
But, Mr. Zapffe really had nothing
to worry about, because even today when
journalists, ministers and even the Prince
brag about the uniqueness of the Lyngen, it
is still the place to enjoy the tranquility of
nature in solitude.
A few facts:
The Lyngen Alps (Lyngsalpene) are a
mountainous area in the north of Norway,
in Troms county. The area consists of a very
rugged country with sharp, often snowcovered mountain peaks, steep mountainsides
and plenty of glaciers.
The highest mountain, Jiehkkevarri
(1,834) meters), was first ascended in
1896. Most of the area is protected through
Lyngsalpan Landskapsvernområde (The
Lyngen Alps Nature Reserve).
From mid May to July, you can enjoy
the Midnight Sun. During this period, the
sun stays above the horizon for 24 hours a
day. The sky must be clear and there must be
unobstructed visibility northwards to see the
Midnight Sun.
On the other hand, during the dark time,
or the long, dark Polar Night, it’s a totally
different world. From the end of November
until the middle of January, there is only a
twilight-dusk type of light (the blue light) for
a few hours during the middle of the day.
Due to the warm ocean currents the
fjords are ice free all year and the weather
surprisingly mild. Being further North than
Alaska, most visitors expect much colder
temperatures.
How to get there
Tromsø, the nearest city of any size, a
very easy place to reach. From Oslo and most
other big cities in Norway, you fly to Tromsø
directly. From Tromsø, the easiest way to get
to the mountains is to rent a vehicle and drive
yourself. Check out AVIS, Budget, National
or one of the local car rental companies in
Tromsø online.
In Tromsø you can visit one of the sports
shops, and buy the package of maps called
“Kartpakke 16, Kyngen.” With these maps
you’ll have all the information you need on
how to get the Lyngen Alps by road or ferry.
But, be aware that in the Lyngen Alps no
hiking routes are marked—only described.

Photo courtesy of Johnny Haglund and Stein Morten Leir.

Massive! In the end of Stortinddalen we discover that a big piece of ice from a glacier that surrounds
the mountains Trolltinden and Tafeltinden, has fallen down and come to rest in front of a small nameless
lake.

Photo courtesy of Johnny Haglund and Stein Morten Leir.

Colors! A small lake in Stortinddalen shows off its beauty—even when the sky is filled with gray.

Photo courtesy of Johnny Haglund and Stein Morten Leir.

Wild and scary, or mild and beautiful. The Lyngen Alps are extremely rugged and harsh, with tall, sharp
mountains, narrow valleys, wild rivers, gentle meadows, steep granite walls and deep fjords.

Norway Lodging provides easy access to all types
of lodging in the beautiful country of Norway.

norwaylodging.com

Be sure to visit norwaylodging.com
to help plan your next trip.
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Our Funeral HOme's reputatiOn is Based On
Family service, nOt a stOck market index!
Large corporations have worked their way into the funeral industry and taken the
intimacy and integrity out of funeral service by making it “a profit driven” business.
At Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, we have earned our reputation in the community
by providing quality, caring service for over 150 years. Our pledge to you and your
family is to keep our locally owned status and continue the highest
quality service possible. We have all your best interests at heart.

Sigrid Undset’s “Ungdom”
A rare collection of Undset’s
poetry is now available in English

Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, Inc
5310 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11220

Tel: (718) 435-2276 • Fax: (718) 435-5137
We are the only Scandinavian Funeral Home left in the Tri-State Area

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159
Services
• Financial Planning

Sigrid at a young age.

• Retirement Planning
• Investment Strategies

Christy Olsen Field

• Insurance* Analysis

Copy Editor

• Succession Planning

Judy A. Cooper

• Charitable Giving

Financial Advisor

• Business Planning

Judycooper@wradvisors.com

*Insurance products are provided

2601 • 4th Avenue, Suite 450 • Seattle, WA 98121
Tel: (206) 283-6661 x 103

through insurance companies with which
Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian
American Weekly

SCANDINAVIA

• Heritage Tours and Theme Tours
• Customized Group Tours
• General Interest Tours
• Independent Travel

1-800-437-5302

www.brekketours.com

Request a brochure today!

Why settle

3.25%
2.15%

for average?

apy*

vs.

Allstate Bank		

2.47%
1.63%

apy**

National Average

Allstate Bank offers a competitive 1-year CD rate that’s typically higher
than the national average. A CD is one of the smartest ways to save. It’s
simple, secure and easy to open. Call us today to open your account with
Allstate Bank. It couldn’t be easier.

Scott Peterson
Allstate Insurance Company
1713 NW Market Street
Seattle, WA 98107
Bus (206) 783-2195
Fax (206) 783-9269
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) quoted as of February 18, 2008, for a 1-year Certificate of Deposit (CD) and
is effective through Februay 21, 2008. Minimum deposit $1,000. Rates are subject to change.
Penalties will be imposed for early withdrawal. Deposits are FDIC insured up to $100,000 per depositor.
In certain states, the referral of CDs to Allstate Bank is limited by state security laws to agents who are registered securities representatives. Contact an Allstate Agency or Allstate Bank for further information. Allstate
Agencies receive compensation for the referral of Allstate Bank CDs, which may vary depending
on the size and term of the certificates.
**Annual Percentage Yield (APY). National Index determined by Bankrate, Inc., N. Palm Beach, FL on February 13, 2008. The Cupped Hands logo is a registered service mark and “Our Stand” is a service
mark of Allstate Insurance Company.©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.
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As one of Norway’s three Nobel
Laureates for literature, Sigrid Undset is one
of the most celebrated authors in Norway.
Undset is best known for the Kristin
Lavransdatter trilogy, for which she received
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1928, but
she was a prolific writer throughout her life
until she died in 1949.
Her book of poetry, titled “Ungdom”
(meaning “youth” in Norwegian), is littleknown in comparison to Undset’s other
works, and is a treasure of Undset’s earliest
writings. “Ungdom” was published when she
was 28, but it is said that most of the poetry
when she was 16-20 years old. It is a rare
collection of Undset’s poetry, and garnered
very little attention since its publication.
However, this bilingual edition of “Ungdom”
is a collaborative effort of Harold P. Hanson,
Evabeth Astrup, and Charlotte Blindheim,
and makes the poetry of “Ungdom” available
in English for the first time.
The book itself is divided into three
sections: a prologue on the project’s
background and foundation, the analogue of
translated poems from “Ungdom,” and an
epilogue comprised of a series of interviews
by Eva Astrup. This book is bilingual, printed
in side-by side translation of Norwegian
on one page, and English on the other. It
is a treasure for any Undset enthusiast.
According to translator Harald P. Hanson,
“it takes a certain capacity and flexibility
and knowledge of the language to translate
poetry. The only honorable way to translate it
to keep the original rhyme and reason of the
original work, and it takes a while to do.”
Hanson, who is responsible for the
translation of the poetry, is a retired professor
of Physics, and has cultivated a lifelong interest
in Norwegian poetry and translation. Hanson
was born in a Norwegian-American family
with roots in Trøndelag on his father’s side,
and grew up in Minnesota and Wisconsin. He
is currently the editor of “Delos,” a journal
of translation and international literature.
Hanson first discovered “Ungdom” when
his wife was hospitalized several years ago,
and he was asked to review Undset’s Kristin

Lavransdatter trilogy. He went to the library,
and found that the book of poetry had never
been checked out. Using the quiet hours
and days at the hospital, Hanson began his
translation of “Ungdom.”
The other collaborators of the project
are Evabeth Astrup and Charlotte Blindheim,
both Norwegian citizens. Hanson met Astrup
through a friend when he spent a year in
Norway in on a Fulbright (1960-1961) as an
established lecturer on physics. Like Hanson,
Astrup’s background in not in literature, but
in science—she holds a Ph.D. in chemistry,
but also has a strong interest in literature.
Astrup was a friend of Charlotte Blindheim,
who was a well-known archaeologist in
Norway and also the niece of Sigrid Undset.
Until her death shortly before the publication
of “Ungdom/Youth,” Blindheim was one
of the closest-related family members who
knew Sigrid Undset well. She authored
“Moster Sigrid: Et familieportrett av Sigrid
Undset” (Moster Sigrid: A family portrait of
Sigrid Undset). Through a series of twelve
interviews, Astrup recorded Blindheim’s
recollections of Undset, her response to
her aunt’s poems, and her thoughts on the
Nobelist.
This project was more than a decade in
the making, and as Hanson puts it, he received
“glowing rejections” about the book when he
went to different publishers. Thanks to the
development of self-publishing, Hanson has
published the bilingual edition of “Ungdom/
Youth.” With beautiful illustrations by
Astrup, this rare collection of Sigrid Undset’s
early poetry is a compilation of years of hard
work and dedication, and of excellence in
translation. “Ungdom/Youth” deserves a
place on your bookshelf!
To purchase a copy, visit www.
nortransah.com to download an order
form. You can also purchase by sending a
$29 check to Delos and mail to: Harold P.
Hanson, Delos, 2261 NPB, P.O. 118440,
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 326118440.
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In honor and memory of
Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

John Erik Johansen
1934 - 2009

John Erik Johansen passed away quietly at age 75, in Bellevue,
Wash. on May 4. John battled cancer for 10 months. John was born
on Jan. 24, 1934 in Tromsø, Norway, to Johan Turakka-Johansen and
Justine Johansen. John obtained his civil engineering degree in Norway
in the spring of 1957. He married Ragnhild Krey on Dec. 26, 1956. He
was 32 years old when he moved to the United States by Boeing while working at aircraft
production 14 years. While working at Boeing, he wanted to use his civil engineering degree
and get back into construction. While at Boeing he worked in Angola, Africa and Iran. He left
Boeing and went to work for Bechtel in 1980, taking him to the Middle East where he worked
as the construction manager for construction of the World Trade Center in Cairo, Egypt, then
as an Owners Rep for construction of a large aircraft maintenance facility in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. This involved a lot of travel with his wife Ragnhild before retiring in 2001. After
going stir-crazy, he decided to take a job with the Port of Seattle as a Project Engineer for the
third runway expansion in Seattle, Wash. After working five years, he finally retired at age
71. John was a member of Sons of Norway and the Norwegian Commercial Club. He liked
to fish, waterski and spend time with his family. Johansen is survived by his wife Ragnhild of
53 years, of the family home in Bellevue, two sons Stig (Kathy) Johansen of Maple Valley,
Wash. and Rune (Mary) Johansen of Dallas, Texas, one brother and sister in Norway, and six
grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to the Cancer Research Center in
Seattle.

Kong Olav V’s kirke

Sjømannskirken
The Norwegian Church in New York

317 East 52nd Street (Betw. 1st & 2nd Aves.)
New York, NY 10022 - Phone: 1-212-319-0370
newyork@sjomannskirken.no - www.kjerka.com
Åpningstider: man.- torsd. 12-19, fre.- søn. 12-17

Gudstjenester:
gudstjeneste og søndagsskole: Hver søndag kl. 11 med kirkekaffe
Washington DC: Hver 2. sønd. i måneden kl. 15 (sept.- juni) Emmanuel
Lutheran Church, 7730 Bradley Blvd (7 Locks Rd. og Bradley Blvd.) Bethesda, MD.
Philadelphia: Hver 3. sønd. i måneden kl. 16 (feb-april og okt-des) ved
“Gloria Dei” - Old Swedes Church, Delaware Avenue / Christian Street
Konfirmasjonsgudstjenester: 7. juni i NY og 14. juni i DC
What’s Happening:

Åpningstider og Aktiviteter i Sommer: I sommer holder vi åpent
hver dag fra kl 11 til 17. “Sommertid” gjelder fra 15. juni til 1. september.
Business Lunch: We serve a delicious “smorgossbord”, a Norwegian
“hot meal” & dessert for only $22! Last lunch this season: June 3, Noon - 2
pm. Hotmeal this time will be “kjøttkaker”. (First lunch this fall: Wed. Sept. 16)
Grilling på takterrassen: Sesongstart 21.
juni kl. 19-21. Hver søndag hele sommeren. Donasjon: $15. Studenter og au-pairer: $10. Værforbehold!
Norske matvarer:
Savner du brunost eller fiskeboller? Eller kanskje
norsk sjokolade eller ukeblader? Vi selger norske
matvarer direkte importert fra Norge. Norske fiskekaker og fiskepudding er blant de sist ankomne varene.
Trygve Lie Gallery:

www.trygveliegallery.com

"Kaleidoscope" by Harald Schioldborg Jr.:
Until 4 years ago Schioldborg’s professional life revolved
around shipping and international transport. Today he is by
many considered to be one of Norway’s most promising
contemporary artists. His paintings vary in expressions,
depending on choice of material and size – but ultimately
colors and light is the main emphasis. May 7 - Sept. 16.

Weekly Wisdom
With Bruce Larson

W R I T E R • PA S T O R • S P E A K E R

“The Road to Your Place”
(Continued from April 24)
I had an enlightening insight the last
time I was in Israel. My guide arranged
to have us stop at a little Jewish cemetery.
I confess I was a little disgruntled. I
thought, “Good grief! I didn’t come all the
way to Israel to see some obscure Jewish
cemetery!” In the cemetery is one special
tomb marking the grave of a woman named
Rachel who died at age 40. She came to
Israel late in life and had to learn Hebrew,
but eventually she became the new state’s
official poetess. Visitors to her grave leave
stones there as calling cards. It is a holy
place. It seems she wrote many of her
poems in that lovely spot, on the shores of
the Sea of Galilee with Mount Nebo in the
distance. You may remember that Nebo is
where Moses died. He was not allowed to
enter the Promised Land. One of her poems
appears on her tombstone, and in it she
writes that “everyone has a Nebo.”
My reaction was, “Oh, would that
everyone had a Nebo.” That’s what walking
the steps of Jesus is all about: to have a
dream so big, you die perhaps never seeing
it fulfilled. Think about Moses. He led those
ungrateful Israelites for 40 years and finally,
after a new generation was born, they were
about to enter the Promised Land, he died
on the threshold. Nebo represents his
unfulfilled dream. Even Jesus, in His earthly
life, never saw the Kingdom that we are a
part of right now. He came not to heal the
sick or take care of the poor or visit those
in prison, though He did all that. He came
to proclaim the Kingdom. He died saying,
“My God, why have you forsaken me?”
God made a promise to Abraham. If he
would leave Ur of the Chalees, secure and
familiar, and start off on a perilous journey,
he would be the father of a great nation,
as many as the sands on the seashore. He
died the father of one child, and that’s all.
He never saw the Israelite nation. David

was promised a holy city, and he was not
permitted to build the temple. Stephen, the
first Christian martyr, died with his eyes
on that heavenly vision, the Kingdom of
God. As he was stoned, he prayed for his
murderers.
Tradition tells us that the 11 apostles
(Judas died by his own hand) were all
crucified or killed for their faith. They
never saw the fulfillment of the Kingdom
they came to proclaim. John was exiled to
Patmos, one of the most desolate places in
the world, then and now. John, an old man
dying in exile, wrote that he saw “a new
heaven and a new earth.” He saw it only
in his mind. The dream, at that time, was
largely unfulfilled.
Martin Luther King was leader and
spokesman of the civil rights movement
of the 1960s. I’ll never forget seeing him
on television speaking on the mall in
Washington to a huge crowd, with that
moving rhetoric, “I have a dream.” He was
assasinated before he ever saw even the
degree of which equality or opportunity for
black people that we take for granted today.
His dream was unfulfilled.
Jonathon Edwards, the famous preacher
of the 18th century, had a dream. Those were
terrible times in our country, of immorality
and rampant atheism. Edwards wrote in his
journal: “Resolve that every man should live
to the glory of God. Resolve, that whether
others do this or not, I will.” His eyes were
fixed on a vision beyond what other people
did, and because of that he became the
center of a great awakening. The fires of
revival blazed all over New England and
people were converted in great numbers.
This excerpt has been reprinted from
the late author’s book “Faith for the
Journey.” “Faith for the Journey” is no
longer in print but copies may be found on
Amazon.com and in used book stores.

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
Den Norske Lutherske Minnekirke

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church offers the best venue in Chicago for Norwegians, Scandinavians and others
who are interested in the wonderful language, culture and people of Norway. We welcome you to our warm and friendly
family of members. Please visit us soon and help support this Norwegian tradition.

June

6/6 - Norwegian service
6/13 - Norwegian Service
6/20 -Norwegian Service/ English
Service
6/27- English service
Norwegian Services the first two Sundays of each month.
English Services the last two Sundays of each month.

2614 North Kedzie Boulevard Chicago, Illinois 60647 • (708) 867-7051
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Seattle, Wash.

Photo: Tiffanie Davis
Norway’s Ambassador to the U.S. Wegger Chr. Strømmen was the Grand Marshal at
the parade in Seattle. He marched with (L-R) Krystn Nesselquist, Ellen Hansen, Anna
Hansen and Elise Nesselquist.

Petersburg, Alaska

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Photo: Klas Stolpe

These Viking girls pulled out all the stops
prepping for this year’s celebration. They are
ready to party!

Photo: Berit Hessen
From left: James Svendsen (General Chairman of the Norwegian American 17th of
May Committee of Greater New York), Audun A. Gythfeldt (International Officer of
Sons of Norway), Dan Rude (International President of Sons of Norway) and Ken
Johnson (Co-chair representative for Sons of Norway on the Parade Committee).

Pasadena, Texas

Washington, D.C.

Chicago, Ill.

Photo: Lorraine Straw

Scholarship recipients got to ride in the Viking ship and wave to all the parade
watchers.

Photo courtesy of the Royal Norwegian Embassy.
Tarjei Helland leads the children in a fun game of fishing for prizes!

Photo:Ingvild Fredbo Labråten
The group takes a quiet moment to reflect and pray in Pasadena.

Charlotte, N.C.
Chicago, Ill.

Photo courtesy of Carol King.

Håkon Andersen, from Sandefjord,
Norway, came all the way to Charlotte,
N.C. to be the special guest speaker.
He was marvelous. The crowd loved
him!

Photo: Mike Green
The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial
Church was sure to get in on the action at
the parade.

It was the perfect day for a parade in Petersburg, Alaska!

Photo: Solveig Lee
Host of the Scandinavian Hour radio show
Doug Warne (L) with Seattle 17th of May
icon Jim Vatn (R).

Tucson, Ariz.
Photo: Solveig Palanek
Dancers at the 17th of May breakfast arranged by the
Tucson Norse Federation.

Photo courtesy of the Honorary
Norwegian Consulate

You didn’t have to go far to see a
Norwegian flag waving in Minneapolis
on May 17.

Miami, Fla.

Petersburg, Alaska
Seattle, Wash.

Minneapolis, Minn.

Photo: Klas Stolpe

Bemidji, Minn.

Photo: Peter Gandrud
Enjoying the Norwegian dinner at Skogfjorden are (left to right), Ann Egeland,
Marilyn Gandrud, John Egelhof, Lois Egelhof, Dorothy Jorgensen, Floyd
Jorgenson, John Egeland.
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Photo courtesy of Leif M. Gramstad.

It was definitely a children’s day in Miami, where these kids got to sail down the
street in a Viking ship, waving their Norwegian flags!
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Chicago, Ill.

Topsham, Maine
Photo: Tom Szepsy

There was no lack of beautiful bunads in Maine!

Anchorage, Alaska
Photo: Lorraine Straw
Everyone enjoyed the refreshments served after church on the 17th of May.

Photo courtesy of Terry Gryting.
A family photo: Dan Lien, Terry Gryting,
Kelsey Gryting Lien (age 10) and Tucker
Gryting Lien (age 6).

Minneapolis, Minn.
Photo: Jeffrey Mueller

Walter and Joan Mondale with Larry Hauge and family.

Miami, Fla
Safety Harbor, Fla.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Photo: Berit Hessen
The theme for 2009 was “Norse Mythology.” Many participants
were dressed like Vikings and Norse Gods to proudly pay homage to
their ancestors. Next year’s theme will be “Ja, vi elsker.” For more
information about the parade next year visit:
www.may17paradeny.com.

Photo courtesy of Leif M. Gramstad.

17th of May can never be a success without the help of
great people!

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Photo: Berit Hessen
Both young and old had a fantastic time
commemorating the 193rd Anniversary of
Norway’s Constitution in Brooklyn on Sunday,
May 17, 2009. The first parade in Bay Ridge was
held in 1952. This year more people than ever
attended the colorful and exciting event.

Decorah, Iowa
Photo courtesy of Vesterheim Norwegian American Museum.

These little cuties undoubtedly put smiles on the faces of many
people in Iowa.

Charlotte, N.C.

Photo courtesy of Carol King.

A little rain didn’t bring down anyone’s spirit in Charlotte!
It was unusally cold and wet but there were still 150 in
attendance.

Tacoma, Wash.

Park Ridge, Ill.
These beautiful Fjord Horses took part in the parade in Park Ridge.

Photo courtesy of Dean Brown.

The Sun Viking “Falken” Crew getting
ready for action at the Syttende Mai
Regatta.

Photo: Lorraine Straw

Photo: Solveig Lee
Consul Kim Nesselquist, Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen and Pacific Lutheran University President Loren
Anderson at PLU for an event on the morning of Syttende Mai.

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • WWW.NORWAY.COM • MAY 29, 2009

14

Another Success
(…continued from page 1)

In Your Neighborhood

…

Norway. Several children received medals
for good sportsmanship. It was a fun day for
everyone who participated.

Arizona
In Tucson, the Norse Federation
arranged a 17th of May breakfast with
Leikaringen dancers and child dancers from
Barneringen and Trollungarna. It was a
lovely, sunny morning but by mid afternoon
it was 100 degrees. The dancers got warm as
the celebration took place outdoors. At the
breakfast delicious Norwegian favorites were
served such as gjetost, herring, homemade
bread, and kringle. With 70 people, they
really had a great morning turnout.

Illinois
In Chicago, the Norwegian National
League hosted a concert, banquet and parade
all in celebration of May 17th. The honorary
Grand Marshal was Mr. Ola T. Lånke, Vice
President of the Upper House (Lagting) of
Norway’s Parliament. Lorraine Straw served
as Grand Marshal.

Massachusetts
In Braintree, at the Viking Club, the
celebration was in full swing. It started
with the marching of the flags and then the

National Anthem of Norway and the United
States. After a presentation about the meaning
behind the 17th of May there was a raffle and
and some fun songs. Guests enjoyed vibrant
decorations and delicious food.
Minnesota
The Bemidji Lodge 500, put on the
annual Syttende Mai Banquet at Skogfjorden,
the Concordia College Norwegian Language
Camp. Guests enjoyed a fun-filled day at a
sold-out event with about 120 people.
In Minneapolis, there was a banquet
at the Minnesota Valley Country Club with
Syttende Mai guest speaker, former Vice
President of the United States and Honorary
Norwegian Consul Walter Mondale. Matt
Entenza emceed the event.
North Carolina
In Charlotte, it was unusually cold and
wet, but that didn’t stop the party. There
were over 150 in attendance at the parade.
It was hard to miss the bunads, children,
and flags waving despite the poor weather.
Håkon Anderson from Sandefjord, Norway
was the special guest speaker. Guests had the
event won many prizes and everyone had a
great time.

These two took the parade as an opportunity to ride around Chicago in style!

Norwegian Scientis
(…continued from page 1)

…

conducted a detailed forensic analysis of
the extraordinary fossil, studying the data to
decode humankind’s ancient origins. At 95
percent complete, Ida is set to revolutionize
our understanding of human evolution.
In order to be able to study “Ida,” Jørn
had to convince the University of Oslo to
pay $1 million for the fossil. According to
Hurum, who is incredible humble despite the
huge media attention, the fossil was rejected
by two “prestigious” museums in Germany
because of the huge price tag.
A few months ago Jørn revealed another
fossil of a huge dinosaur, named Predator
X, found in Svalbard. To say that this year
has been an exiting year for the Norwegian
scientist is an understatement.

Photo: Mike Green

provides a good indication of what such an
ancestor may have looked like, researchers
said at a news conference. Ida was discovered
in Messel Pit in Germany. Jørn Hurum found
her by chance through a fossil dealer. The
fossil was sold to Norway by an anonymous
collector that kept her hidden for 20 years.

Ida and Hurum gaining media attention
Hurum is a regular on Norwegian TV
and radio shows where he speaks about
paleontology and evolution, but he could
never have dreamt of more media attention
than what he received in the Big Apple.
“I did 47 radio and television interviews
today, and almost as many yesterday,” the
happy scientist told the Norwegian American
Weekly during an exclusive screening of the
documentary film, “The Link,” on May 21.
“Ida” was even featured on “Good
Morning America” and on other prime time
Significant timing
TV shows.
This year marks 200 years since Darwin
“She tells so many stories. We have
was born. The anniversary will be celebrated just started the research on this fabulous
with various exhibitions in natural history specimen,” said Hurum. The creature is
museums all over the world. Ida could have nicknamed Ida after Hurum’s six-year-old
not been introduced at a better time.
daughter.
About the size of a small cat, the animal
The unveiling, at New York’s Museum
has four legs and a long tail. It’s not a direct of Natural History, was promoted by a press
ancestor of monkeys and humans, but it release for the cable TV show “History,”
MAY 29, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

Dialogue for Peace
(…continued from page 1)

…

the Dialogue for Peace: Bridging Our
Differences forum held at the Hubert H.
Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs in
Minneapolis, Minn. on May 19.
The world is filled with conflict and
it is becoming smaller, but it is growing in
its diversity of thought, culture and belief.
How can we coexist peacefully? According
to the forum’s panelists, ongoing dialogue
and respect for one another’s views, whether
local, national or global, is necessary to
achieve such a peace.
Sponsored by the Oslo Center for
Peace and Human Rights U.S. Foundation
and the Norway House Peace Initiative, the
forum offered distinguished panelists who
presented their experiences and thoughts
for opening dialogue. They included:
Norwegian Ambassador to Syria Rolf
Willy Hansen, formerly Consul General
for Norway posted in Minneapolis; Imam
Senaid Kobilica, President of the Islamic
Council of Norway and Head Imam for the
Norwegian Islamic Community of Bosnia
Herzegovina; Professor Abdi Samatar,
professor of geography and global studies
at the University of Minnesota; Ingrid Vik,
Special Advisor to the “Dialogue for Peace”
program at the Oslo Center, Oslo, Norway;
and J. Brian Atwood, Dean of the Humphrey
Institute, who served as moderator.
The Syrian Experience
“Damascus, Syria, is the oldest,
continuously inhabited city in the World,”
Ambassador Rolf Willy Hansen said. “It
is split into Christian, Jewish and Muslim
sectors. Only 10 percent of the country’s 20
million people are Christian; it is primarily
Muslim. But religious tolerance is quite good.
We must remember that the country has had
more than 1400 years of experience living in
a religiously diversified environment.
“It is true that mixing religion and
politics can be explosive and lead to
dangerous territory, such as in Lebanon,
causing divisiveness. The consequences can
be disastrous. Syria has avoided this. Yes,
Syria has issues; human rights is one, but
when it comes to religion, it is doing very
well. A diverse nation is a strong nation,
which better prepares it for a globalized
world.
“My home country, Norway, really
has not faced diversity until the last 30–40
years. Norway is not a religious country; it
is more secular,” added Ambassador Hansen.
“Norwegians are now faced with people
who are deeply-rooted in a strong faith.
It’s different for them. But what is most
important to ensure understanding is respect
which called it a “revolutionary scientific
find that will change everything.”
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, among the
speakers at the news conference, called it an
“astonishing breakthrough.” The story of the
fossil find will be shown on “History,” which
is owned by A&E Television Networks. A
major book, “The Link,” written by awardwinning science writer Colin Tudge was
published on Wednesday, May 20.
Ida even found her way into the Google
logo. On May 20, 2.1 billion people logged
on to google and were introduced to Ida.
Getting Norway on the research map
This project will give the world new
knowledge of our ancestors. The project
emphasizes that Norway can compete at
the highest international level in this area of
research, writes the Norwegian Government

for one another and ongoing dialogue.”
Ambassador Hansen also said that
he believes the United States is a very
good example of how a country lives with
diversity, but he quickly added that we can
all learn from one another.

Muslims in Norway
When most Americans think of Norway
they think of blonde, blue-eyed, fair-skinned
Lutherans who live amid the world’s most
spectacular scenery. But 2009 Norway is
more than that. Islam is the largest minority
religion in Norway, comprising more than
two percent of the population. There are at
least 75,000 Muslims in Norway, perhaps as
many as 150,000. Fifty-six percent live in
Oslo and Akershus counties.
Although jobs, family reunification and
asylum for Balkan refugees have been the
principal reasons that Muslims migrate to
modern Norway, Muslims in Norway can
be traced as far back as 1260. According to
Imam Senaid Kobilica, “Muslims in Norway
are a fragmented group, coming from
many different backgrounds. The largest
Muslim immigrant communities come from
Pakistan, Iraq and Somalia. As different
immigrant group numbers increased, the
wish for separate mosques for people of
different nationalities, languages and groups
increased.” There are more than 90 separate
Muslim congregations.
A variety of efforts to organize Muslim
groups and mosques led to the founding of
the Islamic Council of Norway in 1994. That
gave the Muslim community a united voice
within its own faith and with Norwegian
communities in which Muslims lived. The
unification prompted an invitation from the
Inter-church Council of the Church of Norway
to begin a permanent dialogue between
Christian and Muslim organizations.
Not surprisingly, the Sept. 11, 2001,
events brought more focus on Norwegian
Muslims. Although dialogue ensued, it
appeared attention was brought only to
people with a special interest and became,
more or less, a non-issue, according Imam
Senaid Kobilica. It was the Danish JyllandsPosten Muhammad cartoon controversy that
made dialogue the buzz word of the day.
On Sept. 30, 2005, Jyllands-Posten ran
12 editorial cartoons, most of which satirized
the Islamic prophet Muhammad and were
considered blasphemous by Danish Muslims.
They objected and responded by holding
public protests, which subsequently led to
protests throughout the world. In Norway,
dialogue seminars became welcome and the
media responded.
“The cartoon controversy took very
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on their website.
The latest statistics confirm that
Norway is one of the countries in the
world that has had the highest growth in
the international publication of research
findings and that Norwegian researchers are
increasingly quoted by other researchers. “I
believe that this project will further contribute
in strengthening Norway’s position in
international research,” says the Norwegian
Minister of Higher Education and Research
Tora Aasland.
Starting June 5, the public can take a
closer look at “Ida” at her permanent home
at the Natural History Museum in Oslo. Here
the amazing fossil will be a part of the exhibit
“Can we forgive Darwin?”
For further info visit: www.nhm.oio.no
and www.revealingthelink.com.

Education

Events on Norway.com
For more information on these and other events visit us at:
www.norway.com/calendar.asp
Does your organization have an event coming up?
Would you like to have it added to our events calendar?

Send an email to Christy at christy@norway.com or give us a call at 1(800) 305-0217.

California

Midsummer Party at Nansen Field
June 20
Rolling Hills Estates, Calif.
SCAN is pleased to invite you to their 9th
annual “All You Can Eat Shrimp Feast
& Dance” (Grill meats and Pasta will be
served for those who do not like shrimp).
No-Host Bar, Raffle & Silent Auction,
Dancing Around the Maypole, live music by “Time Machine.” Cost is $30.00 or
$35.00 at the door. Reservations with payment are a MUST by June 17. For more
information, visit our website: www.
nansenfield.org or call Paal Berg (562)
716-9414 or email paal.berg@wilhelmsen.com.

Illinois

Bjornson Male Chorus Concert and
Dinner Dance
June 12
Elk Grove, Ill.
Join the Bjornson Male Chorus for a concert and dinner dance on June 12! Social
hour begins at 6:30 p.m., and concert begins at 7:30 p.m. Dinner follows the concert, and dancing to the Dave Kyrk Trio!
The event is at Avalon Banquets, located
at 1905 East Higgins Road in Elk Grove
Village, IL. Price $30.00 per person Reservations: John Lee (847) 741-4210.

Minnesota

Vestlandslag Stevne/Vosselag Centennial Celebration
June 18
Albert Lea, Minn.
Vestlandslag has a stevne each June. This
one is special in that Vosselag, one of the
member lags, first met in Albert Lea June
24, 1909. Therefore, this stevne is celebrating the Vosselag Centennial. 200 persons are expected, including a contingent
of about 40 persons from Voss, Norway.
There will be genealogy, speakers, music and good food! A special project has
been identifying original Vosselag Charter
Members of 1909-1910, and finding and
inviting descendants to join the celebration.Vivian Gullickson White has been
heading this project. For more information, visit www.vosselag.org or contact
Richard Flisrand, President of Vosselag,
(507) 433-9577 or email flisrand38@
charter.net.
Nordic Hjemkomst Festival 2009
June 26-28
Moorhead, Minn.
The annual Nordic Hjemkomst Festival will feature the theme “Nordic Spirit
Rocks” with special highlights during
the Finnish Expo. Think about the rocks
of Scandinavia’s geology, steamy sauna
rocks, stories told by Mummo (grandma)
in the heirloom rocking chair and electrified traditional Nordic instruments that
rock! To buy your festival pass buttons,
visit www.fargostuff.com or call the Nordic Culture Clubs office at (218) 299-5452.
ScandinavianHjemkomstFestival.org

New York

Harald Schioldborg Jr. Exhibition
Through August 16
New York City, N.Y.
Trygve Lie Gallery presents the exhibition “Kaleidoscope” by the Norwegian
artist, Harald Schioldborg Jr.. Schioldborg
is educated in shipping and logistics, and
most of his career worked with liner-and
shipping agencies and management of
companies within the freight industry,
both in Norway and abroad. Since 2006,
art became his full-time employment, and
he paints exclusively in acrylic and oil
paints. The pictures vary in expressions,
depending on choice of material and size
– but ultimately colors and light is the
main emphasis. www.norway.org.
Lars Elling’s “Fictions” exhibit
May 21- July 3
New York, N.Y.
Recently the recipient of the prestigious
Artist Association invitational exhibition
in Oslo, Elling’s show, entitled Fictions,
will consist of 10 new paintings. A fully
illustrated catalogue will accompany the
exhibition. To learn more, visit www.norway.org.

Oregon

100th Sangerfest
June 26
Eugene, Ore.
The Pacific Coast Norwegian Singer’s Association will hold their 100th Sangerfest
in Eugene, Ore. June 26. The Norsemen,
one of the twelve PCNSA member choruses, will host the event. The Norsemen also
hosted the 50th Sangerfest in 1959. Nearly
150 singers will perform a Grand Concert
on June 26 at 7:30 p.m. and will be joined
by the Hauka Mannskor from Norway.
Cost of the event is $15/seat. Email ticket
requests to centennialsangerfest@comcast.net or call (541) 510-8393

Pennsylvania

Viking Fest
June 6
Bohemia, Pa.
Bernt Balchen Lodge #566 Sons of Norway will be hosting an evening of Norse
food and folklore at their annual Viking
Fest on June 6th at 6:00 p.m. A traditional Norwegian roast pork dinner will
be served at the Central Volunteer Fire
Hall on Westcolang Rd. off Route 590 in
Bohemia (Rowland), Pa. All are welcome
but due to limited seating, reservations are
required. Information and tickets can be
obtained by calling Elsie (570) 685-7086.

Dialogue for peace
(…continued from page 14)

…

different forms in Denmark and Norway,”
said Imam Kobilica. “Norway had a welldeveloped dialogue structure, while Denmark
did not. Muslim participants in the debate
programs on TV, radio and in the newspapers,
focused on how the publications made them
feel, and that this was a hateful act.
“It was a Christian organization, Kirkens
Nødhjelp, which was the first to condemn
publication of the cartoon in Norway. Also,
the Norwegian government invited the
Islamic Council of Norway to be its partner
in crisis management, unlike in Denmark.”
Mediated by the Christian Democratic
Party and supported by the government, the
editor of Magazinet and the Islamic Council
reconciled publicly. On the initiative of the
Islamic Council and financed by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Muslim-Christian
delegations were sent to the Middle East
and Pakistan to explain Norwegian positions
on and demonstrate the Norwegian culture
of dialogue to the international Muslim
community.
“The moral question of how we portray
the faith of the other is a responsibility that is
shared between all the groups in the society,”
said Imam Kobilica. “But, at the same time,
as a shared responsibility I believe that
the responsibility is closely tied to power.
Hence, those with more power have a larger
responsibility. The dialogical tendency has
fostered a climate of trust between religious
leaders and, more recently, between religious
leaders and politicians in Norway.”
Imam Senaid ended with a quote from
Qur’anic verse: Oh mankind! You have been
created out of a male and female. You have
been made into nations and tribes, so that
you might come to know one another. It is
a powerful reminder that the importance
of dialogue is in understanding others, not
necessarily agreeing with them.
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First, we must promote formal education,
since today’s students become the next
generation of contributors.
Second, we must encourage dialogue
in our communities before crises occur,
including involvement in the political process
before election time.
Finally, we must realize that the media
can poison personal identity issues, such
as faith and culture, making it essential to
educate people and promote our common
ground.

Dialogue is a Product of Our Time
“There is no question that dialogue is
a product of our time,” said Ingrid Vik. “It
leads to stability. We (Norwegians) are much
more involved in a dialogical culture than
most. You come to express your ideas, but
you are also there to listen. On the other
hand, even though we have the right to say
what we want, it can lead to conflict. Yet, we
must talk to one another, before as well as
during a crisis.”
According to Vik, Europe is built on
nationalism. The countries are not emerging
nations and are steeped in their own cultures.
She went on to say that it is not a conflict of
Europe versus Islam but rather there is a lack
of understanding. The parties must learn to
respect one another in order to live together
peacefully. Without dialogue, that may be
impossible.
“Even Norwegians have a deep
skepticism of new cultures,” said Vik. “But
dialogue allows us to establish common
ground. We view dialogue as a valuable tool
in Norwegian debate; it is a distinct method
for resolution. We all have strong opinions
about a variety of things, including new
immigrants. Often those opinions are based
on myth. Dialogue reveals reality.”
Therefore, the Oslo Center, as well as
other groups, encourages ongoing dialogues
throughout the Kingdom of Norway. Vik
went on to say that myths are often at the
heart of fear. For example, myths abound that
immigrant boys threaten Norwegian women.
Yet, according to Vik, there are no facts to
support the contention. Dialogues become
invaluable to resolve such false impressions.
“Society will not change until common
ground is found. We must understand that we
have our own truths, but there is most likely
an alternative truth,” said Vik. “That is the
one we need to hear and respect.
“I, too, feel, as does Ambassador Hansen,
that we have much to learn from the United
States, but sharing experiences is vital.”

Searching for Common Ground
Professor Abdi Samatar believes we
must search for common ground in order to
understand and respect one another. Born
in Somalia and now a naturalized U.S.
citizen, he feels that at the heart of respect is
justice, whether between groups of people,
generations or countries.
“As Americans we have a sense of
civic union, and that is fine,” said Professor
Samatar. “However, we must always make
space for new members. Part of becoming a
part of the community is not just blending In Summary
in, but being able to challenge society about
The forum brought many possibilities to
how it thinks.
the surface. As our world becomes smaller
“People often wonder why Somalis but our differences appear to grow, we need
were attracted to Minnesota,” said Professor to ask ourselves, “What can I do to make my
Samatar. “It wasn’t the weather. First of all, community more tolerant?”
Minnesotans can be proud of the jobs they’ve
Panelists
agreed
that
global
had to offer. Public education is reasonably understanding begins with small community
good, and there is ‘Minnesota Nice,’ which dialogue. Therefore, it may be time for each
provides a peaceful and reasonably healthy neighborhood to develop a dialogue group
environment. But also it is important to that engages all its citizens. By doing so we
understand they were fleeing for peace.”
may be able to free ourselves from the fear
Professor Samatar pointed out that as of controversy and become more welcoming
Americans we are implicated in the unrest to all.
that exists in Somalia. It is a situation, as
For more information about the Oslo
Ambassador Hansen pointed out, where Center for Peace and Human Rights and
personal identities are mixed with political its U.S. Foundation, go to www.oslocenter.
ones; it’s dangerous, Samatar said. During no, and for Norway House, go to www.
the Cold War, the Americans wished to defeat norwayhouse.org.
the Soviets. During the 1960s, the actions
Note: Dialogue for Peace: Bridging
of both undermined Somali democracy. Our Differences, along with additional
Through a variety of circumstances the interviews, will be broadcast on Twin Cities
country was destroyed.
Public Television in August.
“So, how can we understand each
other?” asked Professor Samatar. He offered
the following:
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There’s no place like

Norse Home . . .

A neighborhood landmark built to serve the community.

a retirement community with heart!
Norse Home offers spectacular views of the Olympic Mountains,
Puget Sound and overlooks Ballard and the Woodland Park Zoo.
Enjoy a warm drink in the Bistro with your friends, take advantage of
carefree living, and be served by a caring and committed staff.
Call today for a tour and lunch will be on us! (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.com • 5311 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

