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Online News
Dateline Oslo
Six-year-old not granted
Sonic-x name change

A six-year-old boy in Norway
wanted to trade in his name,
Christer, for Sonic X (the
name of a popular video game
character), so he wrote a letter
to his country’s king to ask
for permission. Norwegian
King Harald V responded to
the boy’s letter, but said that
Christer can’t change his name
—yet. Christer can revisit the
issue when he turns 18, when
he will be an adult and allowed
to change his name to anything
he wants.

Former Olympic sprint
champion Hetland retires
Norwegian cross-country
skier Tor Arne Hetland, a
former world and Olympic
spring champion announced
his retirement on April 24.

Norway ranks high on
youth wellbeing

Norway was recently ranked
number three by researchers
studying youth wellbeing
in 29 European states. The
Netherlands ranked number
one. Malta came in last. The
study was of youth up to age
19.
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Swine flu strikes in Norway

Two people hospitalized in Tromsø, on suspician of Swine flu.
In both cases the ill had recently returned from visiting Mexico.
Special Release

Norwegian American Weekly

On April 27 it was confirmed to
a television station in Norway that
two people were being hospitalized
in Tromsø with symptoms
associated with the much-feared
swine flu.
Swine
influenza
virus
(referred to as SIV) refers to
influenza cases that are caused
by Orthomyxoviruses that are
endemic to pig populations. Swine
flu, unlike bird flu, is able to pass
from human to human contact.
The CDC (Center for Disease
Control) reports that the symptoms
and transmission of the swine flu
from human to human is much like

CONTINUES PAGE 4
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Hospital experts are still cautious to say that swine flu has reached the far northern town. “We consider it unlikely, but still
take all precautionary measures and follow standard procedures to get the cases clarified as soon as possible, Bergen, and
Tromsø,” they told news broadcaster TV2.

Piracy of Norwegian Viking ship playground
Bay Ridge monuments its rich
ships, then and now Norwegian
heritage
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These days it’s not just nature that’s making the ocean treacherous. Last month a
Norwegian tanker in the Gult of Aden was attacked by Somali pirates.

Liliane Willens

Special to Norwegian American Weekly

The numerous recent acts of
piracy in the Gulf of Aden and
the Indian Ocean involved attacks
against two Norwegian-flagged
tankers. One occurred on March
26, when Somali pirates with

machine guns boarded the Bow Asir
and held hostage the crew and ship
until April 10. All were released
when, according to the pirates, they
received a ransom of $2.4 million.
The other ship, the Front Ardenne
was attacked by pirates on April 19

CONTINUES PAGE 12

After a six-month delay, the
New York City Department of Parks
held a much anticipated opening
ceremony in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
on Eighth Ave, between 66th and
67th Streets, for the new addition
to Leif Ericson Park, a Viking ship
playground.
This rescheduled
ceremony did not deter the local
children from dangling over its
prow since last fall. Beautifully
designed the ship is wonderful to
behold, as its colorful sail catches
the eye of passer-bys.
Thee local politicians made
this project possible; over USD
one million was provided by
Vincent Gentile, $145,000 from
Sarah Gonzalez and $235,000 from

CONTINUES PAGE 13
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“The 19th and early 20th centuries
brought a slew of Norwegians to our
neighborhood, and the presence and
memory of that culture is still with
us today. Each year, for example,
the Norwegian Day Parade features
thousands of people in folk dress
parading along Fifth Avenue, and
ending in this very park. Afterward,
‘Miss Norway’ is crowned at a stone
monument donated by the Prince
of Norway himself in 1939,” said
Councilman Vincent J. Gentile at the
park opening on April 7.
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Norge - Uken som gikk
Nytt på Nett
Kultur å forsvare

Cecilia nest best i verden

Ulovlig islamovervåkning

I 3-4 år overvåket en lokal PST-avdeling
(Politiets sikkerhetstjeneste) flere islamske nordmenn uten å finne noe. En ble
overvåket bare på grunn av utseende, omgangskrets og religiøse posisjon. PST får
sviende kritikk i den siste årsmeldingen
fra Stortingets kontrollutvalg for etterretnings-, overvåkings- og sikkerhetstjeneste,
det såkalte EOS-utvalget.

Millioner til Se og Hør-film

Produksjonsselskapet “Folk Flest Filmproduksjon” skal lage spillefilm om livet
som reporter i ukebladet Se og Hør. Nå
leter produsenten etter noen som kan
spille “Mette-Marit” og “Sven O. Høiby.”
Spillefilmen tar utgangspunkt i Håvard
Melnæs’ omstridte bok “En helt vanlig dag
på jobben.” I boka skildrer han sine egne
opplevelser som stadig mer skruppelløs
reporter i Se og Hør, fra 1996 til 2005. Filmen har et totaltbudsjett på 17,5 millioner
kroner, hvorav altså 9,350 er offentlig
støtte fra Norsk Filminstitutt.

Vil gi innvandrere grønt kort

Venstre-leder Lars Sponheim mener Norge
bør åpne for arbeidsinnvandring fra land
utenfor EØS-området. Han ser for seg en
ordning med grønne kort, etter mønster
fra Canada og USA. Hvert år skal et visst
antall slike kort deles ut, etter bestemte
kriterier.

Tandberg Data er konkurs

Datalagringsselskapet Tandberg Data opplyser i en børsmelding at det har meldt
oppbud, og byfogden i Oslo har derfor åpnet konkurs i boet. Selskapet har i lengre
tid slitt med en tung gjeldsbyrde, og lyktes
ikke i å finne en løsning med den største
långiveren, Cyrus Capital Partners LB.

Mange falske resepter

Ett enkelt apotek i Bergen avslørte over 30
falske resepter på én måned. Det er spesielt apoteker i nærheten av tilholdssteder
for rusmisbrukere, som Nygårdsparken
i Bergen og Oslo S, som ofte opplever at
folk prøver å skaffe seg medikamenter
med falske resepter.

Falt fra Sverige til Norge

En mann ble alvorlig skadet etter å ha falt
500 meter ned en skrent. Ulykken skjedde
forrige uke i Sylmassivet i Sør-Trøndelag
og Sverige. To unge norske skiløpere fra
Østlandet, var på vei opp Lillsylen, et fjell
på svensk side rundt 1700 meter høyt, da
ulykken skjedde.

Mistenkt for gigantsvindel

En 69 år gammel mann og en 51 år gammel kvinne fra Oslo er varetektsfengslet
mistenkt for aksjesvindel for 500 millioner
kroner. Ifølge politiet skal svindelen være
basert på samme oppsett som Bernard Madoff, skriver Finansavisen i sin papirutgave. Avisen melder at flere hundre småsparere skal ha gjennom flere år ha investert
i en Oslo-basert aksjeklubb ved navn TA
Invest. Selskapet skal ha oppnådd avkastninger på 2-3 prosent i måneden. Forvalteren skal ha rapportert om avkastningstall
på over 20 prosent på årsbasis.

Regjeringen vil synliggjøre og styrke kulturvirksomheten i Forsvaret. Den er en
viktig del av det norske kulturlivet, mener
Regjeringen. 24. april ble Stortingsmelding
nr. 33 (2008-2009), “Kultur å forsvare” - om
kulturvirksomheten i Forsvaret frem mot
2020 lagt fram.
Dette er første gang Forsvarets kulturvirksomhet i sin helhet samles mellom to
permer. I meldingen legger regjeringen opp
til tiltak som innebærer en styrkning av de
nasjonale festningsverkene, forsvarsmuseene og Forsvarets musikk. Disse områdene
er sentrale arenaer internt i Forsvaret og de
mest synlige kulturinstitusjonene utad i samfunnet.

Regjeringen vil også fullføre kartleggingen og registreringen av de forsvarsrelaterte
minnesmerkene og sørge for at disse gjøres
mer tilgjengelige for allmennheten.

Stortingsmeldingen tar utgangspunkt
i de 14 nasjonale festningsverkene, som er
noen av Norges flotteste historiske byggverk
og forteller om 800 års historie.
Regjeringen legger opp til å satse videre
på de syv forsvarsmuseene som i dag utgjør
Forsvarsmuseet. Disse syv museene formidler historien om både Forsvaret og nasjonens utvikling i krig og fred.

Forsvarsminister Anne-Grete Strøm-Erichsen
(venstre) og kulturminister Trond Giske. Foto:
Torbjørn Kjosvold / Forsvarets mediesenter.

English Synopsis: The government wish to highlight and enhance cultural activities with
their new white paper “Culture and Defense”. The 14 national fortresses, the seven defense museums and the military’s music are important parts of Norwegian cultural life.

Nytt ESA-kontor på Andøya
Samferdselsminister Liv Signe Navarsete
var tilstede under åpningen av Norges
første ESA-kontor på Andøya i Nordland
21. april. ESERO (European Space Education Resource Office) skal inspirere til valg
av romfag.
Utdanningskontor
ESERO
ligger
ved Andøya Rakettskytefelt (ARR) og har
NAROM (Nasjonalt senter for romrelatert
opplæring) som samarbeidspartner. ESERO
er et ledd i ESA (The European Space Agency) sin satsning for å vekke interessen for
real- og teknologifag blant europeisk ungdom og lærere. Gjennom ESERO skal ESA
bidra med støtte til skoler med ressurser, materiell og kurs for lærere. ESERO Norge skal
samarbeide med høgskolen i Bodø og andre
nasjonale realfagsaktører som Naturfagsenteret og de regionale vitensentrene. ESERO
skal i perioden 2009 - 2011 blant annet organisere og gjennomføre 25 regionale videreutdanningskurs for lærere i ungdomsskolen
som underviser i naturfag og geografi.
I åpningstalen la Navarsete vekt på hvor
viktig naturfaglig og teknisk utdannelse og
innovasjon er for utviklingen av hele samfunnet. Hun uttrykte også glede over at ESERO

Entusiastiske lærere på Andøya i Nordland. Foto: rocketrange.no.

er lagt til Andøya, fordi aktiviteter i rommet
er spesielt viktige for Norges nordlige lands-

deler. ESA har også åpnet ESERO-kontorer i
Belgia, Nederland, Spania og Storbritannia.

English Synopsis: The European Space Agency (ESA) has established its first office in
Norway. The Norwegian European Space Education Resource Office (ESERO) was officially opened on April 22 by the Norwegian Minister of Transport and Communication,
Liv Signe Navarsete. A delegation from ESA and Norwegian Space Center attended the
opening ceremony at Andøya Rocket Range (ARR) where the ESERO office is located.

Vil ha Rjukan og Odda på verdensarvlista
sammen et fremragende bilde av 1900-tallet
da den andre industrielle fase la grunnlaget
for den vekst og velstand som kjennetegner moderne samfunnsutvikling i vesten.
Stedene representerer det storindustrielle
gjennombruddet hvor sammenkoplingen av
kraft, teknologi og kapital var avgjørende,”
skriver Miljøverndepartementet i sin anbefaling av forslaget.

Miljøverndepartementet har tatt ett skritt
videre for at Rjukan-Notodden og OddaTyssedal kan bli ført opp på UNESCOs verdensarvliste, melder NTB.
Her er det tale om industrihistoriske kulturminner knyttet til kraftproduksjon - og i
første omgang oppføring av de gamle industristedene på Norges såkalt tentative liste til
UNESCOs konvensjon for vern av verdens
kultur- og naturarv.
Forslaget om slik oppføring er nylig
sendt til øvrige departementer, Den norske
UNESCO-kommisjonen og Norges Kulturvernforbund. De blir bedt om å komme med
merknader til forslaget innen 15. mai.
Miljøverndepartementet peker på at industrielle kulturminner i liten grad er representert på verdensarvlisten, som til i dag omfatter bortimot 900 objekter og områder.
“Industristedene Rjukan, Notodden,
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Sam Eyde, en av Norsk Hydros grunnleggere på
Notodden i 1908. Foto: /A. B. Wilse / Norsk Hydro.

Tyssedal og Odda med anlegg for hydroelektrisk kraftproduksjon, prosessindustri, infrastruktur og sosialt liv anbefales derfor
oppført på den tentative listen. Disse gir til

English Synopsis: The Ministry of the
Environment wants to put Rjukan-Notodden and Odda-Tyssedal on the UNESCO
World Heritage List. Both Odda and Rjukan are places with rich industrial history.
Norsk Hydro, Norway’s great industrial
adventure, was born in Rjukan. In 1906,
Hydro started building the Vemork hydroelectric station. Today the factory is home
to Hydro’s industrial museum and the Industrial History Collection.

Norway in the News

Ehud Olmert may face arrest in Norway
Six Norwegian lawyers has filed a lawsuit
with the Norwegian chief prosecutor on
April 22 against former Israeli Premier Ehud
Olmert, Kadima leader and ex-foreign minister Tzipi Livni, Defense Minister Ehud
Barak and seven Israeli commanders. The
lawyers accused the Israeli officials of committing war crimes in the Gaza Strip and
Norwegian courts are obliged to hear cases
involving such crimes. In a statement, the
lawyers said the officials launched “massive
terrorist attacks” during the war which led to
the killing of civilians. Israel launched its
offensive against the Gaza Strip last December. (Presstv.ir)

Critical to proposed seal products ban
The EU is close to adopting a trade ban on
seal products that may be incompatible with
international trade rules. The European Parliament will vote on the proposed trade ban
during the plenary session in Strasbourg May
4-7. Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr
Støre believes such a ban will affect Norway
unfairly. (Regjeringen.no)

Free flow of labor from Eastern Europe
Starting May 1, workers from Eastern Europe may enter Norway without first having
to obtain a work permit. Earlier, they needed
a work contract for full-time employment
for at least 12 months. Workers from the
so-called EU8-nations (Poland, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Czech
Republic and Hungary) may now, on level
with other EU nations freely enter Norway,
without first having obtained full time employment.
(Norway Post)

Røkke breaks the silence
After three weeks of silence, investor Kjell
Inge Røkke at a press conference on Wednesday, April 22, broke the silence to give his
version of the recent controversial transactions between Aker ASA and Aker Solutions.
An obviously angry Røkke first criticized the
media and the many journalists present. He
admitted that the going had been tough the
past weeks: “This is bordering on what I can
take, both physically and mentally.” He then

went on to defend the transactions in which
Aker Solutions AS acquired several shareholdings from companies in the Aker ASA
group as well as from DOF Oilfield Service
AS. (Norway Post)
The King’s Guard visits the United States
The Band of His Majesty the King’s Guard
is visiting the United States April 23 - May
10. Several of their performances will be
open to the public. The band will give concerts and present drill performances in Norfolk, Virginia Beach and in Washington,
D.C. In Virginia Beach, the Band will parade
through the streets, and end up at the statue
of “The Norwegian Lady,” where they will
give a concert and place a wreath. In D.C.
there will be a concert and drill by the King’s
Guard at the U.S. Navy Memorial, as well
as at the Lincoln Memorial, Lincoln Memorial Circle. They will also participate in the
Twilight Tattoo at Fort McNair. On May 8
(Frigjøringsdagen) His Majesty the King’s
Guard will be at Arlington Cemetery to lay
down a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier. (Aftenposten/UD)
Norway passes EU services directive
The parliament has passed the EU’s services
directive, despite two of the three parties
in the coalition government voting against
the new law that opens up for cross-border
competition in the services industry. Norway
has chosen to remain outside the European
bloc but routinely adopts its directives and
rules through the European Economic Agree
agreement. Junior coalition members — the
Socialist Left and the Center Party — oppose
the EU and the directive. Labor is the dominant party in the coalition and got the law
passed Thursday with opposition support.
EU-wide rules opening up the services sector
go into force this year. The sector accounts
for two-thirds of the bloc’s economic output.
(Cnbc.com)
Solheim “Champion of the Earth” 2009
Erik Solheim, Norway’s Minister of the Environment and International Cooperation,
was awarded “Champion of the Earth 2009
for “advocating climate action at national
and global levels.” The winners were re-

vealed at an international award ceremony
in Paris on April 21. With two cabinet posts
under his stewardship, Solheim places the
environment at the forefront of European
politics, writes United Nations Environment
Programme. As a strong advocate of the integral relationship between environment and
development, he has been a key supporter of
environmental actions at national and global
levels throughout his political career. Solheim spearheaded the early implementation
of REDD – Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation – with a grant
of USD $500 million annually. It was also
under his leadership that Norway was one
of the pioneer members of UNEP’s Climate
Neutral Network, catalyzing his country’s
action towards a low carbon society. (Unep.
org)
NATO to give Russia early warning
NATO members Norway, Poland and Turkey
will set up a radar system that will give Russia early warning about possible threats from
abroad. In return, Russia will provide NATO
with information of similar possible threats
against NATO. A spokesman for the Polish defence department says the headquarter
for the new radar system will be located in
Warsaw. According to the Polish newspaper
Dziennik, the new radar network will gather
information from the three nations’ radar
stations and inform Russia about possible
threats from the air. (NRK)
ASCAP Pop Music Award to Stargate
Norwegian Stargate (Mikkel Eriksen & Tor
Hermansen) have been named “Songwriter
of the Year” at the 26th Annual ASCAP Pop
Music Awards, at the Renaissance Hollywood
Hotel in Hollywood, Calif. This is the second
time Stargate have been named Songwriters
of the Year: the hit-making duo picked up the
coveted prize at the 2007 ASCAP Awards in
London after taking the charts by storm with
a string of hits, including the Billboard #1
“So Sick” by Ne-Yo. (Norway Post)
Eiffel Tower contract to Jotun Paint
The famous Paris landmark, the Eiffel Tower, is 120 years old this year, and is getting a
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new coat of paint. A paint specially developed by the Norwegian paint manufacturer
Jotun. Approximately 70 tons of Jotun’s
Mammut urethane alkyd-based protective
coating is being used as part of an on-going
refurbishment scheme. A specialist team
capable of working at extreme heights using roped belays and with limited access,
will repair where necessary and repaint the
220,000 square m surface area by fall 2010.
(Jotun.com)

Wish to ban gasoline cars from 2015
A proposal to ban sales of new gasoline-powered cars in Norway from 2015 could help
spur struggling carmakers to shift to greener
models, Finance Minister Kristin Halvorsen
said on April 26. “This is much more realistic
than people think when they first hear about
this proposal,” she told Reuters, defending
a plan by her Socialist Left Party to outlaw
sales of cars that run solely on fossil fuels in
six years’ time. (Reuters.com)

Kongsberg wins JSM contract
Kongsberg Gruppen (Kongsberg) has signed
a contract with the Norwegian Defense
Procurement Division for the first phase in
the development of the Joint Strike Missile
(JSM). The contract has a financial framework of NOK 166 million, and is scheduled for completion within 18 months. The
JSM will be a newly-developed anti-surface
warfare and land attack missile that will be
adapted to meet an uncovered operational
need on the F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike
Fighter (JSF) supplied by the United States.
(Kongsberg.com)
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Europe & the Caribbean

Our friendly & knowledgeable
Scandinavian staff has a combined 60+
years experience in the travel industry!

Call us for details!
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inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

How long will Statoil be safe?
Statoil’s Arctic status threatened
as Exxon and Shell make bids
Special Release
Bloomberg

StatoilHydro ASA may see its dominance
erode in Norway’s Arctic as Exxon Mobil
Corp. and Royal Dutch Shell Plc bid in the
country’s first frontier oil and natural-gas
licensing round for three years. Norway has
offered 28 complete and partial blocks in
the Barents Sea off its northern tip and 51
in the Norwegian Sea, which straddles the
Arctic Circle. The permits will be awarded
“sometime in the spring,” said Jon Evang,
an Oil Ministry spokesman, without being
more specific. State-controlled StatoilHydro
is the only producer in the Barents Sea, with
the Snøhvit gas field. It’s also planning to
develop the nearby Goliat oilfield with Italy’s
Eni SpA for $4 billion. Exxon, Chevron
Corp. and Shell are among the 46 companies
to request blocks, almost twice as many as in
2006. “Statoil will have the most to lose,”
said Oswald Clint, an analyst at Sanford
C. Bernstein in London. “If it doesn’t find
big enough discoveries, then they have

Swine Flu strikes …
(…continued from page 1)
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seasonal flu, commonly fever, lethargy, lack
of appetite and coughing. Some people with
swine flu also have reported runny nose,
sore throat, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.
It is believed to be spread between humans
through coughing or sneezing of infected
people and touching something with the
virus on it and then touching their own nose
or mouth. Swine flu cannot be spread by pork
products, since the virus is not transmitted
through food. The swine flu in humans is
most contagious during the first five days
of the illness although some people, most
commonly children, can remain contagious
for up to 10 days.
The origins of this new current strain
of Swine flu remain unknown. One theory
is that Asian and European strains traveled
to Mexico in migratory birds or in people,
then combined with North American strains
in Mexican pig factory farms before jumping
over to farm workers. The Mexican health
agency acknowledged that the original
disease vector of the virus may have been
flies multiplying in manure lagoons of pig

to say: “Look, we have to shift focus and
start exploring internationally. In that arena
they’re competing with everyone else.” The
country’s Barents Sea may hold 1.03 billion
cubic meters of oil equivalent in undiscovered
oil and gas. About 53 percent is gas, equal to
about five times Norway’s annual output. The
Norwegian Sea has 1.20 billion cubic meters
of oil equivalent in undiscovered resources
and the North Sea 1.18 billion, according to
the country’s Petroleum Directorate. About
25 percent of the recoverable resources on
Norway’s continental shelf have yet to be
discovered and only about 50 percent is open
for exploration, according to the directorate.
Terje Jonassen, a spokesman for Shell in
Norway, and Exxon spokesman Eirik Hauge
declined to comment. StatoilHydro has
applied for blocks in all areas, said Geir
Richardsen, the company’s head of far-north
exploration. Shell was awarded operatorship
of one license in the previous round, though
it hasn’t started drilling yet. Chevron also
won a stake in 2006.

farms near Perote, Veracruz.
As of April 27, there are only two
suspected cases of Swine flu in Norway,
though currently there have been no confirmed
cases of Swine flu in Europe. However, the
Norwegian Institute of Public health say they
are closely monitoring the deadly outbreak
of Swine flu in Mexico, and added that they
are working with government to assess any
threat posed to the public.
The Center for Disease Control
recommends taking the following precautions
to stay healthy: Cover your nose and mouth
with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.
Throw the tissue in the trash after you use
it; Wash your hands often with soap and
water, especially after you cough or sneeze.
Alcohol-based hands cleaners are also
effective; Avoid touching your eyes, nose or
mouth. Germs spread that way; Try to avoid
close contact with sick people; Influenza is
thought to spread mainly person-to-person
through coughing or sneezing of infected
people; If you get sick, CDC recommends
that you stay home from work or school
and limit contact with others to keep from
infecting them.

The Karmøy Club of Washington &
Nordmanns-Forbundet Pacific NW Chapter

Invite you to...

“SYTTENDE MAI” DINNER

Friday, May 15, 2009 at Leif Erikson Hall (in Ballard)

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

at 6:30 p.m. with special guest speaker
Kommune Kjell Arvid Svendson, mayor of karmøy
On the Menu:
Stuffed Pork Loin Dinner
with Marzipan cake for dessert

Door Donation: $25
Please wear
your Bundad!

RSVP BY MAY 11
Gro Brekkaa (425) 742-9133 or
Betty Nes Wabey (206) 542-8161

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107
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attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

Pettersen finishes second

Suzann had to concede victory to
Lorena Ochoa in the final round
of the Corona Championship on
April 26 in Morelia, Mexico
Special Release
suzanngolf.com

With a score of 69+64+67+68=268,
she was a single stroke behind Ochoa who
successfully defended her 2008 title. Suzann
had 21 birdies, two eagles and just a single
bogey throughout the whole tournament
which signals what formidable form she is
in.
Heading home to Florida is next on the
cards to make preparations for the Michelob
ULTRA Open at Kingsmill taking place in
Williamsburg, Va. from May 7-10. Suzann
won this tournament in 2007 and will
certainly be hoping to take back the title
again.

Tippe-league round 6
“Myggen” come-back
after 13 years
Kjell Olav Strømsli

Tippeligaen
Fixtures & Results
4/25 Molde

1-2 Viking

4/26 Start

3-1 Tromsø

4/26 Fredrikstad

0-1 Ålesund

4/26 Odd Grenland

2-2 Vålerenga

4/26 Lyn

1-2 Sandefjord

4/26 Strømsgodset

1-0 Stabæk

4/26 Lillestrøm

1-2 Rosenborg

4/27 Bodø/Glimt

-

Diouf 90

Trondheim, Norway

Erik Mykland (aka Myggen) played his
last game in the Norwegian top league in
1996 before he played professional in several
foreign clubs. The 37-year-old midfielder
got 60 minutes for Start in a strong 3-1
display at Sør Arena against Tromsø, where
his teammates Bernt Hulsker and Christian
Bolanos stole the attention. A Hulsker goal
in the second half sealed the victory.
Rosenborg recaptured the top spot in
the Tippe league at Åråsen in Lillestrøm.
Viking inflicted Molde their first defeat
in the Saturday game at Aker Stadium in
Molde. Odd Grenland played a draw against
Vålerenga.

Odegaard 38, Nisja 65

Bolanos 15, Hulsker 37, 52

Lindpere 43
Tollas 50

Akadueze 48, 74
Dahm 90

Keita 18

Abdellaoui 12, Saeternes 80

Mjelde 33, Hansen 88

Prica 81, Sapara 88

Riise 55

Brann

Hitting the California slopes
10th Annual Snowshoe Thompson
cross-country ski and snowshoe tour

Genoa, Nev.

It was a beautiful, sunny morning when
about fifty friends of Snowshoe Thompson
gathered at the Yurt in Hope Valley, California
for the 10th Annual Snowshoe Thompson
Ski and Snowshoe Tour on March 7.
It had snowed the night before and thanks
to Joyce Coker and helpers, the conditions
were perfect for the event. Loraine Dix and
Darlene Tiffany welcomed participants at the
registration table, where a small replica of
the Genoa “Snowshoe” statue stood.
Nina MacLeod led a group of enthusiastic
cross country skiers on a 10K loop up the
Burnside Trail. They were met at the “big
rock” by Steve Hale, who handed out “proof
of participation” postcards! The snowshoe
group followed, completing a 5K loop.
As the participants filtered back to the
Yurt, they were greeted by Bill and Lynne
Bowersock, Sue Knight, and the fiddle
music of Vicki Hass. An assortment of
lunch goodies and beverages were enjoyed
by all, as they sat or stood around listening
to historian Frank Tortorich relate the travels
and tribulations of Snowshoe Thompson,
almost 150 years ago!
Nina brought her long board skis, and
a few brave souls tried skiing down a gentle
slope! I wonder what Snowshoe would think
about our annual event commemorating his
legendary mail trips over the Sierra during
the winter months!

About Snowshoe
The legendary “Mailman of the Sierra,”
John A. “Snowshoe” Thompson, carried

Results & Standings
Tippeligaen		

PLD

PTS

1. Rosenborg BK
2. Molde FK		
3. IK Start		
4. Odd Grenland		
5. Ålesunds FK
6. Sandefjord Fotball
7. Viking FK		
8. Fredrikstad FK
9. Tromsø IL		
10. FC Lyn Oslo		
11. Stabæk IF		
12. Vålerenga IF		
13. FK Bodø/Glimt
14. Strømsgodset IF
15. Lillestrøm SK
16. SK Brann		

6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
6
6
5

14
13
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
6
6
6
5
5
3
3

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

1. 800. 870. 7688

Scandinavian owned & operated

Prices from

NOK 2492 (~$366)/1 week
NOK 4634 (~$681)/2 weeks
* rates include unlimited km's, liability insurance, & VAT tax

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com • www.VikingCarClub.com

Treasure Island, Florida
2-Bedroom beachfront condo
Vacation Rental on the Gulf of Mexico

L-R: Frank Tortorich, Nina MacLeod, Martin and Sue Night.

Sue Knight
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Sports

Photo: Marc Pasturel

mail from Placerville, California, to Genoa,
Nevada (Utah Territory) for 20 years, twice a
month during the winter.
Disillusioned with gold prospecting, he
responded to an article in the Sacramento
Union asking for a mail carrier since “people
living east of the Sierra Nevada Mountain
and west of Salt Lake lose contact with the
outside world as winter snows cut off all
communications.”
While “Snowshoe” contemplated this
challenge he carved 10-foot-long wooden
skis (long boards) and practiced with a long
balance pole. When he felt competent, he
“decided to offer his services to Uncle Sam
as a mail carrier,” in spite of warnings about
men before him who had tried and not made
it. When he left Placerville on the first trip
in January 1856, someone yelled after him,
“Good luck, ‘Snowshoe’ Thompson,” hence
the name that stuck with him.
Thompson was born Jon Torsteinson- Rue
on April 20, 1827, on a farm called Luraas–
Ruegård in Tinn, Telemark, Norway. He
emigrated to America from Norway in 1837.
After a short life of adventures and service
to others, John “Snowshoe” Thompson died
on May 15, 1876. He is buried in the Genoa
Cemetery. His wife, Agnes, and son, Arthur,
are buried alongside him.
For more information about The Friends
of Snowshoe Thompson, visit: www.
snowshoethompson.org.
Information about Snowshoe Thompson
is taken from “Snowshoe Thompson: His
Life and Adventures,” published by the
Carson Valley Historical Society in 1991.
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Amazing sunsets
& dolphin viewing
from 3rd floor corner
balcony

Large pool, jacuzzi &
tennis courts on site
with golfing, hiking &
fishing nearby

Beautiful interior
features: stainless steel
appliances, 3 flat-screen
TVs, washer and dryer,
and amazing views

Museums and Art Galleries in St. Petersberg, only 10 minutes away

To see photos and for more info visit: www.arnt.us

Q u e s t ion s ? C a l l ( 6 3 1 ) 3 7 5 - 6 0 7 5 or E m a il a m ong e 8 0 3 @ a ol . c o m

Seattle, Washington Norwegian Commercial Club

Thursday, May 14 6 p.m.
A light and festive evening!
Featuring songs, slides, and stories
from Alaska
with John Van Amergonen
of Trident Seafoods

Leif Erikson Hall

2245 NW 57th St.
For more information, call Ozzie at
(206) 297-4254

supporting local Norwegian business since 1932
On vacation from June 28th to August 4th!

“A Taste of Norway in the Heart of Brooklyn!”

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
E-mail: nordicdeli@aol.com
www.nordicdeli.com
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
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Letters to the
Editor:

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:
Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief j.moe@norway.com

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Dear Editor,
Right now we are getting ready for our
annual Syttende Mai party at a home in town.
We have been celebrating Syttende Mai
for about 30 years. I think it’s a great party
and we always have lots of food. We also
have a program, and a creative person who
writes scripts and songs, and it’s performed
by a small group. We usually have visiting
professors from Norway at Purdue and they
love to come to it. We usually become good
friends and keep in touch by email after they
return to Norway.
We were in Norway in 2005 (also did
the Hurtigruten cruise Bergen to Kirkenes)
and in 2007 we toured Oslo, Jæren area, and
Stavanger (rented houses) but so far we have
no plans to go this year.
I have one daughter I want to take back
once more with her family in a few years
when her boys are a bit older.
Keep up the good work!
Sincerely,
Arlan Stavnheim
Dear Norwegian American Weekly,
This picture
reminds me of
Edvard Munch’s
painting “Pikene
på broen” (Girls
on a Bridge).
It was taken on
May 24th, 2002
of my two sisters
and
myself,
on the bridge,
Gamle Bybro in
Trondheim, the
wedding day of L-R: Vesla Rosfjord,
Princess Märtha Drammen;
Veslemøy
Louise and Mr. Bjørkemg,
Trondheim;
Ari Mikael Behn. and Aud Lønnebotn,
We
were Wisconsin.
all three confirmed and married in Nidaros
Cathedral, and got invited to witness the

ceremony between Märtha and Ari.
Sincerely,
Aud. A. Lønnebotn
Dear Editor,
Entrepreneurship is still extremely
relevant and important to the economy.
According to a survey conducted last month
by the Kaufman Foundation in Kansas
most people prefer giving individuals
the incentives they need to start their
own business as opposed to allowing the
government to create new jobs directly.
The survey also showed that 89 percent of
respondents said that capitalism is still the
best economic system for the United States.
Even if the government has a role to play
historically throughout the last recessions, it’s
been entrepreneurs who essentially restarted
the economy.
Establishing a business
enterprise requires considerable effort. Being
an entrepreneur requires the ability to take
risks, think innovatively, see possibilities,
and do something with them by effectuating
them into the marketplace. Entrepreneurs
also depend on society encouraging the
establishment of new activities. The public
sector can make it easier, among other ways,
by focusing on education, competence
building and networks.
In 2004, Norway’s small- and mediumsized enterprises employed 57 percent of the
Norwegian workforce and constituted 54
percent of total sales. Ninety-nine percent of
all Norwegian enterprises are small-size. In
many ways, these enterprises constitute the
backbone of Norwegian industry, thereby
contributing to innovation, wealth creation
and jobs throughout the country.
The Government wants to see more
people being given the opportunity to
become entrepreneurs and starting their own
businesses. Access to capital is critical for
newly established enterprises.
A recent American study shows
that formal and informal venture capital
investments are about to dry out (Venture
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Kronprisparet ble hjertelig hyllet under sin lange og anstrengende Finnmarksferd
Det har vært hetiske dager for kronpris Harald og kronprinsesse Sonja siden de kom til Finnmark
forrige tirsdag kveld. Ved framkomsten til Høybuktmoen ved Kirkenes var hudrevis av skolebarn
møtt fram og hyllet de høye gjestene, og fylkesmannen i Finnmark, Kolbjørn Varmann ønsket
paret hjertelig velkommen til ”Den vanskeligste enden of landet.”
Royal couple is warmly received during their long and strenuous trip to Finnmark
It has been a few hectic days for Crown Prince Harald and Crown Princess Sonja since they
came to Finnmark county on Tuesday evening. Upon their arrival to Høybuktmoen at Kirkenes,
hundreds of schoolchildren met the royal couple, and county representative Kolbjørn Varmann
wished the couple a hearty welcome to “the most difficult part of the country.”

1979

Mondale fikk ikke slappe av under påskebesøket i Sogn, fornøyd over å treffe så mange
slektninger i Fjærland
—Vi har hatt en fantastisk påskehelg i Fjærland or er takknemlige for gjestfriheten jeg og min
kone har møtt. Jeg har virkelig slappet av, og har fått møtte mange av mine slektninger. Det eneste
negative er at jeg har spist for mye rømmegrøt og har lagt på meg litt.
Mondale doesn’t get a break during Easter visit to Sogn, delighted to meet so many
relatives in Fjærland
“We have had a fantastic Easter weekend in Fjærland, and are thankful for the hospitality that my
wife and I have received. I have actually relaxed, and have met many of my relatives.
The one negative thing is that I have eaten too much rømmegrøt and have put on a little weight.”

1989

Samtlige telefonnumre i Norge skal forandres
Over to millioner telefonabonnenter i Norge vil fra 1991 gradvis få nytt åtte-sifret nummer.
Omleggingen—som innebærer den største telefonrevolusjon side etterkrigsåras
automatisering—skal være avsluttet i løpet av 1995. Samtidig vil retningsnumrene
forsvinne, melder Nationen.
All phone numbers in Norway will be changed
Over two million telephone customers in Norway will change to a new eight-digit phone number in
1991. The changeover— the largest telephone change since after World War II’s automation—will
be completed around 1995. Simultaneously, the operator numbers
will be discontinued, writes Nationen.

1999

Rush hour toll proposed in cities
Minister of Transport and Communication Dag Jostein Fjærvoll proposes higher rush
hour tolls in the largest cities as means to reduce traffic during the busiest hours of the day and
utilize the traffic network more effectively.

Source). Such investments have been cut
in half since last year. A study carried out
by PwC in cooperation with the National
Venture Capital Association draws an even
darker picture with a downfall of 61 percent
of capital raised for first quarter. This is the
worst situation in 10 years.
We need to explore all possible sources

of risk capital. Therefore a joint opposition
proposed a study on tax incentives for
business angels when the Stortinget recently
debated the white paper on innovation.
Sincerely,
Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway
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What did you pay for that?

$1.36

$ .99

USD

is the median price for
a cucumber
in the U.S.

is the median price for
a cucumber
in Norway.

SAM & ELLIE

USD

Have you ever received a completely
unexpected gift? A gift of such enormous
value that it leaves you speechless? In fact,
not only speechless, but dumbfounded
as to how someone could do something
so special—so special that the event
leaves you in a daze? Well, that is what
a subscriber to the Norwegian American
Weekly did to me—he left me speechless
and in a daze. (and, as many will tell you,
that is hard to do!)
Here is his letter to me, dated April 15 :
Dear Mr. Moe
First, I want to say how very much I
enjoy reading the Norwegian American
Weekly and that I was especially taken by
your “So Long Uncle Ernie” tribute.
I too, had an uncle I thought was
fantastic. When I was growing up in
Skjolden, Norway, I liked listening to my
uncle Arnie talk about events in his life.
Anyway, I am a chip carver living in
America now, and the article about your
Uncle Ernie inspired me to carve a plate
as a gift for you to have in his memory.
Sincerely,
Björgulv Bolstad
This letter was in response to an
editorial that I wrote almost a year ago
about my dear Uncle Ernie. No other
feature in the Norwegian American
Weekly has generated so much response
as that editorial. Not because of what I

wrote, but because of how special Uncle
Ernie was to his family and community.
I cannot think of a time that I spent with
him that there wasn’t a smile on his face
and a twinkle in his eye. He was just a
superb fellow and a great Norwegian.
Now, I have no idea how much one
would pay for a terrific piece of hand
crafted artwork such as Borgulv created.
For me, it is just like those credit card
advertisements on TV – “priceless.” I
can’t wait to send it to Uncle Ernie’s wife,
Aunt Gardie. When she receives this handcrafted artwork, she will be as speechless
and dazed as I.
For your part, I would like to ask a
favor. Because I haven’t been able to
get a hold of Björgulv personally as yet
to thank him, I would request a quick
note to me either by letter or email – to
forward on to him. This wooden plate is
just fantastic in detail and quality and to
have one made for you as a tribute plate
to someone special is a grand idea. If you
are interested in having Björgulv make
one, I will connect you up with him and
you too can be the owner of something
that will surely be passed down through
the generations.
Thanks to everyone that has written
and called about my Uncle Ernie tribute
and thanks especially to Björgulv Bolstad
in Thief River Falls, Minn.
All the best,

Jake Moe

By Ray Helle
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The Taste of Norway

Salmon for springtime
Simple Salmon Mousse

Smoked Salmon, Asparagus, and
Potato Canapés

1/2 pound very fresh salmon fillet, skin and any pinbones
removed

1/4 lemon

1/2 pound smoked salmon, skin removed

8 asparagus spears, trimmed

3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

1/2 recipe Simple Salmon Mousse, or 1/2 pound thinly sliced
smoked salmon plus 1/2 cup sour cream

One 8-ounce container crème fraîche or sour cream
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh dill

8 potato cakes, blinis, or crepes

6 tablespoons lightly salted shad roe or lumpfish roe
Toasts or crackers for serving
Rinse the fresh salmon under cold running water and pat dry with
paper towels. Remove any excess traces of fat from the fillets. Cut
both the fresh and smoked fish into one-inch cubes. Place the fish
in a food processor and process for a few seconds, until you have
a rough puree. Transfer to a bowl.
Stir the lemon juice, crème fraîche, and dill into the salmon.
Gently crush the pink peppercorns in your hand and add them to
the mousse. Gently stir the roe into the mousse, being careful not
to break the fragile eggs.
Place a big dollop of mousse on top of each toast or cracker,
arrange on a platter, and serve.

1 pound salmon fillet, skin and any pinbones
removed, cut into thin slices, or 1 pound
thinly sliced smoked salmon
2 tablespoons fresh lime juice (1 tablespoon
if using smoked salmon)

2 teaspoons fleur de sel or 1 teaspoon regular
salt

6 tablespoons salmon roe

2 teaspoons pink peppercorns

Salmon Carpaccio with
Lingonberries

Small sprigs of fresh dill for garnish
To cook the asparagus, bring 4 cups salted water to a boil in a wide
saucepan. Squeeze the lemon juice into the pot, then add the rind
to the water (the lemon prevents the asparagus from discoloring
during cooking). Add the asparagus and cook for 4 to 5 minutes,
until tender but still firm in the center. Drain the asparagus and
rinse under cold water to prevent further cooking.
Spread the salmon mousse on the potato cakes. (If you are using
smoked salmon and sour cream, spread the sour cream on the potato
cakes, then place smoked salmon on top). Place an asparagus spear
on each cake and roll the cakes up around the asparagus. With a
very sharp, thin knife, cut each potato cake into 4 or 6 slices and
arrange them on a serving plate cut side up. Add a little spoonful
of salmon roe and a small sprig of dill to each canapé.

1/4 cup lingonberries, halved, or cranberries,
quartered
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh parsley

2 teaspoons finely chopped red chile pepper
(optional)
Arrange the salmon slices in one layer on
four large serving plates. Brush with the lime
juice. Let marinate for 15 minutes.

Sprinkle the salmon with the fleur de sel,
lingonberries, parsley and chile pepper, if
using, and serve.

Photos and recipes courtesy of Andreas Viestad’s “Kitchen of Light,” now available in paperback.

providing quality Scandinavian specialty food and
groceries since 1960. Call us today to reserve your
Specialty Foods for your Syttende Mai Parties!
Regular Store Hours:
Monday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Gratulera med Dagen
serving warm pølse and cold soda in front of the store
on Syttende Mai from 10 a.m. to parade closing!
visit us online at:
www.scandinavianfoods.net

2248 NW Market Street, Seattle, WA 98107
206.783.8288
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Travels to Norway

Flåmsbana and Bergen Line—World’s top 25 trains
The society of International Railway Travelers have voted the Bergen Line
and the Flåm Railway as two of the top 25 railway journeys in the world,
with snow-capped mountains, sparkling lakes and thundering waterfalls
Special Release

International Railway Travelers

The complete Oslo-Bergen line was
opened in 1909 as the only year-round
land transport between Norway’s two
largest cities. The 300-mile length of track
passes through 200 tunnels and 18 miles of
snowsheds in addition to crossing more than
300 bridges.
The scenery on the seven-hour Bergen
Railway trip across the Hardanger plateau,
the largest wilderness area in Europe, is
breathtaking, with snow capped mountains,
sparkling lakes and thundering waterfalls.
After Ustaoset, at 4,000 feet the highest
point on the line, we continue across barren
and windswept mountain plateaus with
everlasting snow that provide a stunning
backdrop.
With the Flåm Railway, it’s what you
see outside that counts. In about an hour,
the line climbs some 2,833 feet from Flåm

station, nestled in the innermost corner of
the Aurlandfjord, to the mountain station
at Myrdal on the Bergen Railway. On the
12.4-mile-long ride, you’ll see rivers that cut
through deep ravines, waterfalls cascading
down the sides of steep, snowcapped
mountains and farms clinging dizzily to
sheer slopes.
The Flåm Railway is one of the world’s
steepest standard-gauge railways, with a
gradient of 5.5 percent. The railway recently
underwent a facelift; its new fleet of trains,
in forest green livery, comprises five engines
and 12 cars. It also boasts new interiors and
a unique guide and loudspeaker service, the
Society of International Railway Travelers
tells us.
For more information, visit: irtsociety.com

Photo: Rune Fossum

Bergen Railway, Raundalen.

Bergen Railway, Haugastøl.

Photo: Rolf M. Sørensen

Photo courtesy of Visit Flåm

The newly-renovated Flåm Railway boasts new interiors and a unique guide and loudspeaker service.

We don’t just connect great cities. We connect great families.
Oslo
Stockholm
Gothenburg
Copenhagen
Helsinki

$532*
$552*
$552*
$512*
$624*

All fares are based on roundtrip from New York (JFK) via Helsinki (HEL).
Starting 05.31.09 Finnair will add additional flights from New York (JFK).

Fly our sleek new fleet of A330-300s on our super-fast, shorter
routes from JFK to Europe and Asia.

Book now to get the best fares. Call Finnair at 1-800-950-5000,
your travel agent or visit www.finnair.com/us

*Applies to roundtrip economy class only. Minimum stay: the night between Saturday and Sunday. Child discount: 25% discount for children between 2 and 11 years old. No stopovers. Tickets must be purchased before 06/09/09. Outbound travel must commence by 06/09/09. Maximum
stay: 30 days. Changes not permitted. Non-refundable. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Economy class fares are subject to limited availability, change and withdrawal without notice. Prices do not include US Customs/INS/Aphis fees International Transportation Tax/
Passenger Facilities Charges/Civil Aviation Security Service Fee/domestic and foreign Security and Airport Charges of $80 - $120 depending on destination.
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Roots and Connections

NORRØNSK TRO

Ole and
Lena

By Solvi Dolland

Computer Terms according to Ole

Log On: Making da wood stove hotter
Log Off: Don’t add no more wood
Monitor: Keepin an eye on da wood

Download: Getting da wood off da truck

1. mai

Clara Lansverk
Murdock MN
Marit Holland
Appleton MN
Emma Isaacson Johnson
Iola WI
2. mai
Norma B Hanson
Poulsbo WA
Rebecca Anderson
Woodburn OR
Arnold Skifton
Houston MN
Ståle Gyldenås
Åndalsnes Norway
Mabel Hoffman
Cashmere WA
3. mai
Chris Pedersen
Seattle WA
Olga M. Rogers
Denville NJ
Evan Tor Nordby
Boston MA
4. mai
Anna Sveipe
Fevang Norway
Victoria A Sangrey
Seattle WA
Alfred Makebakken Cuyahoga Falls OH
Petter Dehli
Tacoma WA
John Tollefson
Tacoma WA
Theresse Lundby
Greenbush MN
5. mai
Ruphane Leider
Kent WA
Oscar Erlandsen
Seattle WA
Rolf Sollie
San Francisco CA
Arlene Watland
Surprise AZ
Ellen Jordheim
Denver CO

Megahertz: Ven yer not careful getting da
firewood
Floppy Disk: Vat yew get from trying tew
carry tew much wood
Ram: Dat ting dat splits da wood

Hard Drive: Getting home in da winter time
in the snow
Prompt: Vat da mail ain’t in da winter time
Windows: Vat yew shut when it’s cold
outside

Norwegian American Weekly

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free, but must be
submitted one month in advance.

An extra special
Happy Birthday to
Henning Boe!
Answer Key from
April 24, 2009
LOSER-X 1

Byte: Vat dem dang black flies do

Photos of the Week

Chip: Munchies fer da TV

Microchip:Vats in da bottom of da munchies
bag

Ten-year-old Victoria (right)
recently got to meet Norwegian
golf pro, Suzann Pettersen (left)
while on vacation at the Kraft
Nabisco Dinah Shore Womens Golf
Tournament. Victoria is a student at
View Ridge Elementary School in
Seattle, Wash.

6. mai

Olav K Underdal
Great Falls MT
Hildur Erlandsen
Mosjøen Norway
Svein E Strand
Seattle WA
Ms S Nelson
La Crosse WI
Petra J Miller
Minneapolis MN
Bernhard Westrom
Elbow Lake MN
Eiler B Pederson
Thunder Bay Ont Can
Gunnar Presthus
Vancouver WA
Erik Paul Løberg
Edmonds WA
Evelyn Pedersen Gordon
Baldwin NY
7. mai
Aagot Irgens
Bergen Norway
Oscar Larsen
Mauston WI
Marianne Christianson
Sidney MT
Pauline Glomen
Tacoma WA
Nora Gran
Leinstrand Norway
Nils Ronhovde
Tacoma WA

Screen: Vat yew shut vens it’s black fly
season

Modem: Vat yew did tew da hay fields
Keyboard: Where yew hang da keys

Software: Dem dang plastic forks and
knives
Mouse: Vat eats da grain in da barn
Mainframe: Holds up da barn roof

D
y
a
a
M
y
!
y
p
p
a
H
Port: Fancy wine

Random Access Memory: Ven yew can’t
remember vat yew paid fer da rifle, ven yer
wife asks

M

ay Day falls approximately
between
Spring
equinox
and summer solstice, on the first of
May each year. May Day is celebrated in
many countries and is in some places,
synonymous with International Workers’
Day, or Labour Day, which celebrates the
social and economic achievements of the
labour movement.
In the United States, May Day is often
celebrated with the delivery of May Day
baskets or bouquets. Traditionally a small
basket of goodies and flowers, or a small
bouquet, are left at friend’s or neighbor’s
doorstep. The giver would ring the bell
and run and hide. If the recipient catches
the giver, they exchange a kiss.
Modern May Day ceremonies in the
United States vary greatly from region
to region. Among the largest is the May
Day Parade and Pageant created by In
the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask
Theatre, an event that has happened every
year since 1975 in Minneapolis and now
attracts some 35,000 people.
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baby’s breath

purity of heart,
innocence

wisteria

welcome

lily

purity of heart

rose

passion, love

pansy

merriment,
thoughtful reflection

daisy

beauty, innocence,
purity

tulip

hopeless love

marigold

sorrow, jealousy

orchid

mature charm,
refinement

violet

sweet pea

modesty

daffodil

thank you for a
lovely time

respect, sunshine,
unrequited love

poppy

imagination,
oblivion

sunflower
adoration

iris

wisdom and valor,
faith, hope
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of
Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Margit S. Weingarten
1925 - 2009

Care for Your Fellow Man

Margit was born Sept. 19, 1925 in Hindrem, Norway to Johan and Kristine Hindrum.
After earning a business school diploma in Trondheim and a Registered Nurse’s degree from
Oslo University Hospital in 1951, she came to the United States and worked as a nurse first
in Minneapolis and then in Seattle. There she met and married her husband, Dr. Werner M.
Weingarten, in 1953. They were married until his death in 1999. Margit received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in 1970 and a Master of Arts degree in art history in 1976 from the University
of Washington. Her art history career included work as a researcher, lecturer, consultant,
gallery manager, and Arts Chairman of the Seattle-Bergen Sister Cities Committee. She served
for many years as a board member of the Norse Home Retirement Center, and continued
contributing as a member of the Seterjeten Guild; as treasurer and board member of the
Pacific Northwest Chapter of Nordmanns Forbundet; and, since 1984, as a board member
of the Scandinavian Department of the University of Washington, where she established the
Weingarten Endowed Fund for the provision of an annual scholarship. Memorial gifts may
be made as donations either to the Scandinavian Department or the Norse Home Retirement
Center. Margit’s life was dedicated to family, friends, scholarship and service to community.
She is survived by her sister and brother- in-law Borghild and Odd Todnem of Trondheim,
Norway; her sister Klara Kvaal of Lillehammer, Norway; and nieces and nephews.
Kong Olav V’s kirke

Just aBy Per
Minute
W. Larsen

Sjømannskirken
The Norwegian Church in New York

317 East 52nd Street (Betw. 1st & 2nd Aves.)
New York, NY 10022 - Phone: 1-212-319-0370
newyork@sjomannskirken.no - www.kjerka.com
Åpningstider: man.- torsd. 12-19, fre.- søn. 12-17
Gudstjenester:
Formiddagsgudstjenesten : Hver sønd. kl. 11 m/ kirkekaffe i etterkant.
(Første familiegudstjeneste til høsten: 4. okt.) Washington DC: Hver 2. sønd.
i måneden kl. 15 (sept.- juni) Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 7730 Bradley Blvd
(7 Locks Rd. og Bradley Blvd.) Bethesda, MD. Philadelphia: Hver 3. sønd.
i måneden kl. 16 (feb-april og okt-des) ved “Gloria Dei” - Old Swedes Church,
Delaware Ave/Christian St. Syttende Mai Gudstjeneste: sønd. 17.mai
klokken 11.00. Kveldsbønn På Kristi himmelfartsdag: torsdag 21.
mai kl. 19.00. Konfirmasjonsgudstjeneste: sønd. 7. juni kl. 11.00
What’s Happening:

Business Lunch: We offer a delicious “smorgossbord”, a Norwegian “hot
meal” & dessert. Only $22! Next dates: May 6 and June 3, Noon - 2 p.m.
LunsjSuppe: Vi serverer nydelig suppe. Pris: $10. 20.mai, kl 12.00 -14.00
“Nattklubben”: Vi samles til en matbit og litt småprat 28. mai kl. 19
Ung i New York: søndag 10. og 31. mai kl. 19
Småbarnstreff: kl. 10.30 - 12.30. 14. og 28. mai;
lunsj i Central Park (sesongens siste, Neste treff: 3. sept.)
Grilling på takterrassen: Sesongstart 21. juni kl.
18.00. (Hver søndag gjennom hele sommeren).
17. mai-program: Åpent Hus og Takterasse fra Kl 12;
Klipp fra NRKs 17. mai-sending. Salg av vafler, pølser, brus
osv. Barnetog Kl. 15.30. Program for Barna Kl. 16 og Festprogram Kl. 18 med
mange flotte artister. Tale for dagen v/artisten Hanne Krogh. Åpent til kl. 21.
Trygve Lie Gallery:

www.trygveliegallery.com

"Kaleidoscope" by Harald Schioldborg Jr.:
Paintings where colors and light are the main emphasis.
Welcome to the Opening Reception with the
artist on May 7 from 6-8 p.m. Admission is free and
open to the public! The Exhibition will be opened by Inger
Tallaksen, General Manager of The Norwegian American
Chamber of Commerce & President of The Board of Directors of The Norwegian Seamen’s Church in New York.

Happy May Day!

“Each of you should look not only to
your own interest, but also to the interest of
others.” (Philippians 2:4)
People with a healthy state of mind
care for other people and take time to be
concerned with their needs. They relate to
others with warmth and concern and easily
make friends. A sense of community is
strong among these individuals and they
have no problems identifying themselves
with a group, and with the Christian
fellowship. The life of a hermit does not
appeal to them.
Aggressive and hostile people have
quite often been exposed to damaging
inter-relationships in early years. As a
result, the whole world is looked upon
as enemy territory. They are hard to live
with, biting in their sarcasm, cruel in their
humor, and judgmental in their dealings
with others. Sometimes these attitudes
are hidden behind pietistic facades so
that aggressive attitudes are presented as
Christian firmness. Hostilities may even

be expressed from the pulpit, as a minister
said: “I don’t discuss anything with people
I don’t like. They will get my opinion when
I preach.” People with these attitudes need
help.
Healthy individuals are not blind to the
imperfections of human nature. They see
the flaws in themselves and others. They
will also admit that there are certain persons
they don’t particularly like; but, they are
not driven by this aggression. They do not
give in to unloving attitudes and meanness
in their dealings with others. They believe
in the power of love and strive to overcome
evil with good. They don’t always succeed,
but the intent is there.
Love for others is not primarily based
on emotions. It is rather a firm attitude. Our
will is engaged in a decisive resolution to
care about our fellow man, whoever they
may be. Such an attitude is not only a sign
of a healthy state of mind, but of the deepest
Christian faith.

The late Pastor Per W. Larsen wrote this column for several years in the Norway
Times, and eventually had the columns made into a small book, which was recently
sent to the Weekly by Per’s wife, Josse. Pastor Larsen was ordained and served in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Norway, as well as the Norwegian Seamen’s church
in New York and San Francisco, and a number of other churches over the years. He
was a well-loved man with a heart for God, people, and of course, Norway.

Scandinavian American Music for all Occasions

Ellen Lindstrom
& Company

Please call:
(718) 680-8361 or
(917) 968-2926

SCANDINAVIA

• Heritage Tours and Theme Tours
• Customized Group Tours
• General Interest Tours
• Independent Travel

1-800-437-5302

www.brekketours.com

Request a brochure today!

Norway
Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please.

Our Funeral HOme's reputatiOn is Based On
Family service, nOt a stOck market index!
Large corporations have worked their way into the funeral industry and taken the
intimacy and integrity out of funeral service by making it “a profit driven” business.
At Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, we have earned our reputation in the community
by providing quality, caring service for over 150 years. Our pledge to you and your
family is to keep our locally owned status and continue the highest
quality service possible. We have all your best interests at heart.

Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, Inc
5310 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11220

Tel: (718) 435-2276 • Fax: (718) 435-5137
We are the only Scandinavian Funeral Home left in the Tri-State Area

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159
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Arts and Entertainment

Celebrating Springtime
St. Paul Nordmanns-Forbundet takes
a closer look at Norwegian art

Stavanger Men’s Chorus coming to Seattle

Hellvik Mannskor will make their second visit to the
United States to perform at the May 17 celebration

Special Release
St. Paul, Minn.

On an overcast Sunday afternoon
with gentle April rain falling, about 50
Nordmanns-Forbundet/Norse
Federation
(NF) members met for dinner and a program
in St. Paul, Minn. on April 19. Lorraine
Jasinski, program chair of the St. Paul chapter
had asked the speaker to develop a program
on “bright Norwegian art, spring, etc.”
Dr. Mary Jo Thorsheim, owner and
founder of NORWAY ART®, followed
through with that theme to speak on the
title: “Bright Norwegian Art…and Spring!”
Thorsheim has been a member of the
Minneapolis chapter since 1967 and served
on the Board of Directors at one time.
Recorded bird songs opened the
program, and signs of spring in the United
States and Norway introduced the topic. The
program was presented against a backdrop of
art that was displayed behind the speaker.
The original paintings and prints from
Norway that were selected as the focus
traced the development of the spring season
from early spring up to and including
Syttende Mai. Skredsvig’s “The Willow
Flute” reproduction on canvas, an original oil
painting of spring in Seljord Telemark by the
Dutch painter Jac. Eriks Laren, watercolor
reproductions by the Balestrand watercolorist
Bjørg Bjøberg, bright prints from the
contemporary paintings and lithographs of
Elling Reitan of Trondheim, and the Syttende
Mai Oslo prints of Ken Cameron’s colorful
painting of the Karl Johansgate scene were

Photo: Mary Jo Thorsheim

Fresh flowers, lovely art and delightful company
made for the perfect event in St. Paul.

on display. Rikka Weiberg, NF member, was
thrilled to discover that one of the Bjøberg
prints actually depicts her ancestors’ home in
Balestrand.
According to the audience response,
the presentation was entertaining as well as
informative and, at times, poignant. Grieg’s
song “Våren” recorded by Barbara Bonney
added Grieg’s heartfelt reference to spring in
words and music.
The theme of bright spring was carried
out by long-time member Marie Hard’s table
decorations of bright pink geraniums. Pr.
Bruce Boyce’s invocation included poetic
references to spring. The current president
of the St. Paul chapter is retired school
superintendent Don Bungum. He ably
emceed the event, welcoming the crowd to a
delicious chicken dinner served by the Luther
Seminary facility, which is the regular venue
for St. Paul NF meetings.

Photo courtesy of Hellvik Mannskor.

Special Release
Founded in Stavanger in 2003, Hellvik
Mannskor is about to make another musical
appearance in Seattle, Wash. After three
years of performing in Norway, the group
of 20 or so wanted to spice up their show,
which eventually brought them to the United
States. The Norwegian men’s choir made its
first trip the United States in October 2006
when they performed at various lodges and
retirement homes in Minneapolis, Minn. and
Seattle.
When they returned to Stavanger, their
oldest member, now 85-year-old Otto said,

Ida Maria on Jay Leno

Breie makes he …
(…continued from page 1)

Iceland escape from $595!

Nordic Saga Tours
specializes in travel to
Scandinavia, Russia, and
Baltics, offering the very
best of independent fit
and customized tours.

4 days/3 nights Air & Land Special
Celebrating new service Seattle non-stop to Iceland!

Are you looking for
a newMade Itineraries:
Custom
• For individuals and groups of all sizes
destination?
• Airfares,
hotels,
car rental,
Visit Iceland
- late
summer
or ferries, rail and bus passes.
VIsItearly
ourfall
websIte at www.nordICsage.CoM

Nordic Saga Tours offers you the chance to
experience 3 nights in this fascinating destination
eMaIl: Info@nordICsaga.CoM
Your Reykjavik Special Includes:
together with a visit to the Blue Lagoon—one of
Roundtrip air on IcelandAir
3 Nights Accommodation
the world’s most exciting geothermal spas, from
Daily Breakfast
Blue Lagoon Tour
Hotel taxes
as low as $595! Call for our Reykjavik stopover
Single supplement from $70
packages—travel time via Reykjavik to many
Additional U.S. city gateways
available
JFK ($545) Boston ($545)
cities in Europe and Scandinavia is quicker and
Minneapolis ($545) Orlando ($545)
easier now with IcelandAir!
18518 Bothell Way NE suite B, Bothell, WA 98021 • (425) 673-4800 • (425) 398-4000

*Price per person person based on one room,
does not include air tax and fuel surchage of
approximately $200

18518 Bothell Way NE Suite B, Bothell, WA 98011 • 1 (800) 848-6449 • (425) 673-4800
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“We’ve got to do that again soon!”
Well, Otto’s dreams are coming true!
After the success of their last visit, Hellvik
Mannskor is looking forward to performing
in celebration of May 17. The group was
invited by Seattle’s 17th of May Committee,
The Norwegian Ladies Chorus of Seattle
and the Norwegian Men’s Chorus. All
three musical groups will perform in a joint
concert at the University of Washington on
May 16. Hellvik Mannskor will also sing and
participate at 17th of May celebration and at
the Poulsbo Viking Fest on May 15.

but was rescued that day by a NATO warship
and helicopters.
These attacks bring to mind a less
dramatic and much less violent encounter
in 1930 between Chinese pirates and a
Norwegian steamer off the China coast.
The 1,943 gross-ton Norwegian steamer,
the Hirundo—built in 1926 in Fredrikstad,
Norway—with Captain J.A. Pedersen
and Norwegian officers and Chinese crew
aboard, was sailing from Swatow—now
called Shantou—on China’s southern coast,
to Bangkok, Thailand. Suddenly, the calm
afternoon was shattered by shouts when
a dozen Chinese pirates, who had been
disguised as passengers, appeared on the
deck, armed with pistols. They easily took
away control of the ship from the stunned and
unarmed Norwegians. The radio operator did
not have time to rush up to the radio shack to
send an SOS morse code message.
The pirates had no intention of harming
anyone, for they did not tie up the ship’s
captain, his wife who was also onboard, nor
any crew member. However, to display their
power and their intent to rob the ship, they
shot a couple of rounds in the air but in the
process of their erratic aim they wounded the
Chinese chief steward. The pirates’ goal was
to take money and valuables. They entered
every cabin, took whatever they could find,
and then robbed the Chinese passengers
who, as was their habit, carried their money
and even gold bars on their person. Banks
could not be trusted in these chaotic times

Special Release
The 24-year-old rocker, Ida Maria,
from Nesna, Norway, performed one of her
cheeky pop songs from her album “Fortress
Round My Heart” on The Tonight Show with
Jay Leno on April 21. The young musician
is really starting to make a name for herself
in the United States. Another one of her
songs recently appeared on the hit TV show
“Gossip Girls.”

in China. The pirates did not collect much
from the Norwegian crew who, as cautious
Westerners, believed in bank accounts.
Once satisfied with the meticulous
ransacking of every cabin, the pirates
demanded that the chief cook prepare a
banquet for them. A few hours later, well fed
and perhaps having imbibed the bottles of
whiskey and aquavit found in the Norwegian
officers’ cabins, the pirates thanked the
terrified cook and even complimented him
on his culinary prowess. Fortunately for all
concerned—especially the pirates—the cook
was Chinese and not a Westerner. This break
for food would fit extremely well as another
comedic scene in Gilbert and Sullivan’s
operetta “The Pirates of Penzance!”
The pirates asked the captain to sail to
Mirs Bay near Hong Kong but on Chinese
territory where they had established their lair
for piracy along the South China Sea. When
they disembarked from the Hirundo they
nevertheless took along the two Chinese
pursers for ransom. The pirates must have
realized that these men, the highest-paid
Chinese aboard a foreign-owned vessel,
would leave their wages with their families on
land. The pirates reasoned, from experience,
that money could and would be paid for the
release of kidnapped relatives. Their fate is
not known, but probably ransom was paid as
was usual in most cases of piracy along the
China coast, but after much bargaining.
The Hirundo sailed on to Bangkok
without any further incidents. The Norwegian
officers would have quite a story to relate in
Norway to family, friends and awestruck
children about their encounter on the high
seas with pirates from far off China.
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In Your Neighborhood

Embassy
Corner

Dear Friends,
In the first edition of this column, the
Embassy described January and February as
the calm before the storm. With March and
April, the contrast to the start of the year is
noticeable. Norwegian interest in visiting
President Obama’s new hometown remains
overwhelming, and this has kept the Embassy
on its toes in recent months.
This busy period started with a visit by
Erik Solheim, Minister of the Environment
and International Development, in early
March. Minister Solheim’s program
highlights included meetings with Samantha
Power and Michael Froman with the National
Security Council, as well as James Steinberg,
Deputy Secretary with the U.S. Department
of State. Minister Solheim was also delighted
to meet with Congressman Jay Inslee. The
main focus for this visit was climate change,
and Minister Solheim was impressed with
the knowledge and enthusiasm of the new
administration when it came to this issue.
But the most important event in recent
months was the visit by Norwegian Foreign
Minister Jonas Gahr Støre in early April.
This visit was of particular importance to
the Embassy as the agenda included the first
official meeting between Minister Støre and
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. The Arctic
and climate change were natural focal points,
but the meeting also covered global health
issues, non-proliferation, and NATO efforts
in Afghanistan. Minister Støre afterwards
described the meeting as “tremendously
inspiring.”
Minister Støre also attended the
Commemoration of the Antarctic Treaty’s
50th Anniversary in the Department of
State, where he gave a speech as Chair of
the Arctic Council. Norway considers the
Arctic Council a crucial forum, and Minister
Støre was therefore delighted to deliver this
speech.
The Embassy staff invested a lot of
time and effort in organizing the programs
for Mr. Solheim and Mr. Støre. Fortunately,
the feeling of optimism which follows each
meeting always makes up for the amount of
phone calls and emails it took to set it up.
While finding the time to travel is
not always easy, it is important for both

Photo courtesy of the Royal Norwegian Embassy.

Erik Solheim, Minister of the Environment and
International Development with Lisa Jackson,
U.S. Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency.

Ambassador Strømmen and the rest of the
Embassy staff to explore the diversity of the
United States as often as possible. In March,
Ambassador Strømmen therefore visited
Springfield, Ill., where he addressed the
Illinois State Legislature. The main topics of
his speech were Norway as an energy nation
and our efforts to reduce CO2 emissions,
as well as the Government’s Pension Fund
and Norway’s role as a financial player.
The Ambassador had an attentive audience,
especially when he reminisced about
traveling through Illinois as a young man.
The embassy staff has also been working
on several cultural events recently. On
March 30, the National Building Museum in
Washington, D.C. hosted a panel discussion
featuring two Norwegian architects, Henning
Kaland and Tommie Wilhelmsen. Kaland
and Wilhelmsen have both been involved
in the Norwegian Tourist Routes Project; a
state-funded initiative to enhance the often
dramatic scenery along Norwegian roads.
This presentation of stunning architectural
installations made for a welcome break
during a busy period.
The next months promise to be busy,
as the embassy looks forward to receiving
a steady stream of visits from Norway and
many events here in Washington, D.C. And
while we may at times look forward to
spending some time in Norway over summer,
we are all equally excited about the work that
lies ahead here in the capital before we take
that well-deserved break.
Sincerely,
Anne Myklebust
Cultural Affairs Officer, Royal Norwegian Embassy

Norway’s Minister of Foreign Affairs praised
at the Durban II Conference in Geneva
Marit Fosse

Geneva, Switzerland

The first day of the Durban II Conference
was definitely a special day here in Geneva.
On the same date as the birth of Hitler and
the Israel official commemoration of the
Holocaust, the Durban Conference opened
its doors with the opening speech being
delivered by the president of Iran, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad. . The ambassadors from the
EU walked out in protest when the president
of Iran started to criticize Israel, and suddenly
two young men made a noisy entry into the
hall yelling out that the Iranian president,
Ahmadinejad, was a racist. It was a chaotic
show. Into this turbulent atmosphere came
the next speaker, the Norwegian foreign
minister, Jonas Gahr Støre.
In calm, and expressing himself

eloquently, Mr. Støre said that the president
of Iran had just exercised the right to free
expression, which is one of the basic human
rights. However, they met on the basis
of a declaration that had been carefully
negotiated. Iran had now steered itself outside
the margins of the declaration. The document
was against incitement of hatred. Mr. Støre
said he had heard incitement of hatred and
spreading policies of fear in the statement of
President Ahmadinejad. The declaration was
principled and was not pinpointing certain
situations. Its aim was to protect people from
racism. The statement of Iran’s president ran
counter to the purpose of the conference.
Iran had become the odd-man-out.
Norway did not want a text prohibiting
defamation of religion at the expense of
freedom of expression. It could not accept a
text that would infringe on the freedom of
expression. Without this freedom, there could

Photo courtesy of the officce of Councilman Vincent J. Gentile.

The community came together in celebration on April 7 at the Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony at Leif Ericson
Park Playground in Bay Ridge, N.Y.

Viking Ship PLaygro
(…continued from page 1)

…

Mayor Bloomberg. The ceremony included
a welcome from the New York City Parks
Commissioner Adrian Benepe and the junior
chorus from the Leif Erikson Day School.
During the turn of the last century the
land this park occupies, was used for picnics
by Scandinavians. In 1925, the community
advocated to have this land expanding
from 4th Avenue to Ft. Hamilton Parkway
earmarked for a park. It took almost 10
years to become a reality. This was not a
contiguous park but instead separated by
streets. Its layout was based on a prototype
created by Olmstead (one of the designers of
Central Park) where highways and byways
would cut a park into pieces.
In the 1990s, New York City Parks
Commissioner Stern made a decision that
any park with an ethnic name should have
an ethnic design. As funds became available
for upgrades on its Ft. Hamilton Parkway
side, new elements were added: a troll
bearing a compass (which was later stolen),
an aluminum cut out of skiers, pavement that
mimicked fish scales and stave shaped pillars.
They also returned the original Viking Ship
sign that had been in the park at its inception.
It had been in storage for decades, perhaps
as a result of the U.S. Army who utilized
this property for training from 1939 – 1945.
When the basketball courts were refurbished
in the 5th Avenue end they were renamed
Valhalla Courts.
Councilman Gentile was the main man
who made this a reality, not only through
garnering the funding but also through
his commitment to creating a Viking Ship
playground. Here are some excerpts from
his remarks, “These upgrades are our
community’s way of reflecting upon and
paying tribute to this our neighborhood’s rich
Scandinavian history… The 19th and early
20th centuries brought a slew of Norwegian
and Danish emigrants to our neighborhood,

and the presence and memory of that
culture is still with us today. Each year, for
example, the Norwegian Day Parade features
thousands of people in folk dress parading
along Fifth Avenue, and ending in this very
park. Later this season, the flowering and
lush crabapple trees, spruce and other newly
planted trees and bushes will call to mind
Norwegians’ love of design and nature.
I want to thank … in particular, Victoria
Hofmo, our community’s tireless advocate
and preservationist, [who] asked me to make
sure our children would have that monument
to our neighborhood’s roots to enjoy, and
Commissioner Benepe [who] was more than
willing to help us get that special element.
While many aspects of the redesigned
playground recall Bay Ridge’s Scandinavian
roots, it’s important to acknowledge that
our neighborhood continues to change and
develop demographically, and that this
park is at once a tribute to our past and an
investment in our future. We’re a more
diverse and complex community than ever
before – and a symbol of that fascinating
change can be seen right here in this very
park. The wild parrots of Bay Ridge made
their home here not too long ago, and today
they nest alongside more typical, ‘New York
City’ birds like pigeons. It’s an example of
our world being made more beautiful and
interesting by the unexpected – and I believe
the enhancement of the Leif Ericson Park
playground is one step further in creating
a community that is rich in all the ways a
strong neighborhood should be.”
Another notable Norwegian features
on the Fourth Avenue side of this Park is
a monument to Leif Ericson, which was
dedicated by Crown Prince Olav in 1939.
With trolls, monuments, skiers, stave
churches and other elements it seems only
fitting that this park have a Viking ship to
complete its design and tie its past to the
present community.

be no fight against racism. Norway wanted option. Norway would not surrender this
the text to be of universal scope and wanted place at the United Nations to extremism.
it to avoid focusing on one particular conflict.
Mr. Støre’s speech did not go unnoticed.
Mr. Støre emphasized that the Holocaust had UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, and
originated in the minds of men, it was not UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
a natural disaster, but a man-made disaster. Navi Pillay praised his intervention. Despite
This was now correctly reflected in the text. the criticism it may have received in Norway,
Mr. Støre continued that fighting racism it was highly appreciated among diplomats,
was one of the struggles that humankind is NGOs and other delegates. “Mr Støre did
facing today. To address these struggles, indeed show the world that Norway would
we must come together and seek common be a valuable member of the Human Rights
ground. Norway called on all countries to Council,” remarked a high ranking diplomat
further invest in the multi-lateral path. They here in Geneva.
owed it to their constituencies to actively
participate in such a process. Norway
regretted that some states had decided—
some on very short notice—to boycott the
conference. But non-attendance was not an
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Norwegian Heritage

LOOKING FOR YOUR roots?
Let me help trace your ancestr y!
Norwegian Ancestors Found™

Reflections on my journey to
the Land of the Midnight Sun

Visit: www.norwayancestry.com
or write: info@norwayancestry.com

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care
Serving individuals and corporations
Call me or visit my website:

www.obergltc.com
(206)362-5913

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com

“Jeg snakker Norsk!”

Anne Marie Steiner, GRI

HOME
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realty

inc

(206) 782-7406
24 hour pager:

(206) 977-2193

12055 15th Avenue NE Seattle, WA 98125
Dedicated & Professional Service
Please call me for your Residential and Commerical
Real Estate needs

Now is the time to book your

Dream Cruise VaCation

s
e
t
a
R
r
e
p
Su
!
Ava il a ble

Call or email us for the best offers
to any destination of your dreams

7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Fax: (718) 238-3604 • Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free (800) 822-5838

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com
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Norsemen’s Federation SAS flight to Norway, June 18, 1968

Lisa Jane Portelli
Bradenton, Fla.

It happens when I hear Edvard
Grieg’s “Solveig’s Song.” It happens
when I hear the beautiful sound of a
Seljefløyte (Norwegian willow flute).
And it also happens when I listen to
Hardanger fiddle and hear the Norwegian
national anthem “Ja Vi Elsker.” What
I’m talking about is the profound sense
of sadness and longing I feel for Norway,
this intense homesickness. Sometimes
I’m not quite sure what to do with it. It
makes my heart ache. For years, I’ve
tried to suppress it, to deny it. I’ve tried
to talk myself out of it. But it’s still
with me. In everything I do—even in
my dreams. I’m not quite sure exactly
when the change happened and I decided
to try to put my feelings into words and
go with the raw emotions of it all. All I
know is the time is now. I decided if I
was going to open the floodgates of my
heart, then I wanted to share the journey
with other kindred spirits. For I know
I’m not alone in this hjemmelengsel, this
homesickness.
So what I’d like to do is open up and
give you an inside look into my initial
journey to Norway and also share insights
with you about what it was like growing
up there. When I tell people I grew up
in Norway, one of the first things they
ask me is “What was that really like?”
This is usually followed by the question
“Can you say something in Norwegian?”
Another question I usually get is “Do you
dream in Norwegian?” And the answer
to that one is — indeed I do!
What’s it really like for a kid to pick
up stakes at the age of nine years old and
leave behind friends and family to move
to a foreign land? I wasn’t Norwegian by
birth. My mother and father got a divorce
when I was six years old. My mom,
Jean, remarried a Norwegian fellow, Ed
(Odd) Gronner, whom she had originally
met in Brooklyn, New York. Their happy
union sparked not only an adventure, but
a life journey for me. For you see, Pappa
(Odd) was born in Oslo, Norway, and we
were making plans to move over there to
be closer to his parents.
There’s no question that moving
overseas, especially as a young child, is
a major life event. There are a multitude
of things to consider, and I can’t begin
to tell you about the many adjustments

Photos courtesy of Lisa Jane Portelli.

you have to make. Norway is rich with
language, culture, music, tradition and
folklore. Not to mention the food and
baked goods! What’s a nine-year-old to
do? Fueled with a natural curiosity I’ve
had since ever I can remember, I made
it my goal to learn everything possible
about Norway before we moved. I have
always had an insatiable desire to travel
and to learn about other people and
cultures. What more could I ask for? It
was all fairytale for me!
So my brother and I could have a
better understanding of life in Norway, the
family planned a trip to Oslo in 1968. To
get ready for the trip, we started learning
the Norwegian language. Pappa had the
ingenious idea of posting 3 x 5 inch index
cards with Norwegian words throughout
our apartment in Brooklyn. Let me just
say, there were 3 x 5 inch index cards
everywhere! The rule was, whenever
you spotted the card, you had to read the
card, say the word out loud and give the
translation. It didn’t matter if you were
just passing through the hallway on the
way to the kitchen to grab a snack. No,
you had to read the card and do the thing.
The cards were also used as flashcards
during heated language contests between
my brother, mother, and me. We also
had Norwegian-only periods where we
had to exercise all our language skills
and could only speak Norwegian. I’ll
tell you more about our language classes
and preparations for the trip next time.
We made our maiden voyage to Oslo,
Norway on Jun. 18, 1968 traveling with
Nordmanns-Forbundet
(Norseman’s
Federation)
aboard
Scandinavian
Airlines (SAS) flight # 922, departing
John F. Kennedy International Airport,
New York at 6:20 p.m. We would be
participating in the annual meeting at
Caravelle Restaurant and also embark
on what would become an amazing life
adventure. Little did I know what a life
—transforming experience it would be!

Alaska

Calendar of Events

Celebrate Syttende Mai!

Greater New York. The parade starts at 5th
Ave. at 89th St. and proceeds north to 67th
St. to Leif Ericson Park. Rain or shine! The
theme this year will be: “Norse Mythology”
For more info: www.may17paradeny.com

• May 14-17: Little Norway Festival in Petersburg. This annual celebration dates back
to May 17, 1958 when two local women,
Bernadine Trones and Alma Wallen, chaired
the first Little Norway Festival in celebration
of our unique Norwegian heritage. Petersburg’s Little Norway Festival has grown over
these last 49 years to span the third weekend
of May and celebrates not only Norway’s
Constitution, but U.S. Armed Forces Day,
the coming of spring and beginning of the
fishing season. For more info see: www.petersburg.org
• May 16: 17. Mai Banquet at 5 p.m. at
Sons of Norway’s Bernt Balchen Lodge in
Anchorage. More info: www.sofnalaska.
com.
• May 17: Syttende Mai Parade at 11 a.m.
in Anchorage. For more info, call Dan Lein/
Terri Gryting at (907) 696-6199.

Arizona

California

• May 17: Celebration with the Norwegian
Seamen’s Church at Crissy Field in San
Francisco from 12-3 p.m. “Nationalfest” at
6 p.m. at the Church, speech by Consul General Sten Arne Rosnes and music by Annette
Munkeby and Trond Gilberg. Cakes, coffee
and “riskrem.” Admission: $5. The Norwegian Seamen’s Church, 2454 Hyde St, San
Francisco, Phone: (415) 775-6566, email:
Sanfrancisco@sjomannskirken.no
• May 17: The Norwegian Seamen’s
Church in San Pedro (LA) celebrates 17th of
May at Nansen Field in Rolling Hills. Church
Service 11 a.m. at 1035 South Beacon Street,
San Pedro. For more info, call (310) 8326800 or email: hto@sjomannskirken.no

Florida

• May 17: Church service and 17th of May
Party in Miami from 12 p.m.. Speeches,
music, parade and lots of food. Everyone is
welcome! New location: 2950 S. Flamingo
Rd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33330. For more
info, call (305)358-2814 or email miami@
sjomannskirken.no.
• May 23: Syttende Mai Regatta in Safety
Harbor, Fla. Viking long-boat racing and
more. Races are free, lunch and dinner require reservations. $6 for lunch, $35 for dinner. For more information, call Dean Brown
at (727) 712-2261.

Illinois

North Carolina

• May 17: Syttende Mai - Constitution Day
2009! SoN Lodge 3-679 Norsk Carolina in
Charlotte, N.C. welcomes all to our annual
Constitution Day Celebration. We will have
a parade, hot dogs and ice cream, games and
contests for children of all ages. For more
info, call (704) 674-2778, email ckingnc@
carolina.rr.com, or visit www.norskcarolina.
org.

Texas
Photo: Berit Hessen

The 17th of May Parade in Bay Ridge Brooklyn.

• May 16, 7:30-9:30 a.m.: Join the Norse
Federation chapter for a 17th of May Breakfast in Tucson at Dove of Peace Lutheran
Church. The Leikaringen, Trollungarna,
Barneringen will perform. Admission: $8.50
for adults, free for kids 12 and under .To
RSVP, mail a check to the Norse Federation:
Dorothy Randolph, 1045 W. San Miguel Circle, Tucson, AZ 85704

• May 15, 7-8 p.m.: Concert at the Norwegian Memorial Church, 2614 N. Kedzie
Boulevard in Chicago. Music by the Minnekirken Church Choir, Grieg Ladies Singing Society, Bjørnson Male Chorus, and
Nordic Voices of Chicago. For more info,
call (773) 252-7335.
• May 16: Join the Norwegian National
League at a banquet at Chevy Chase Country
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Club in Wheeling. Social hour: 6 p.m., dinner: 7 p.m. Special guest from Norway is Ola
T. Lånke, the Vice President of the Lagting.
Dancing to the Dave Kyrk Band. Admission:
$45.00 per person. For more information,
please call (847) 358-1527 or see: www.nnleague.org
• May 17, 12–1 p.m.: Norwegian Constitution Day Parade in Park Ridge. Call (847)
823-7596 for more information or visit www.
nnleague.org.

Iowa

• May 16 and 17: Syttende Mai Parade (May

17) and Celebration at Vesterheim Museum.
Free admission both days. Call (563) 3829681 for more info. Vesterheim, NorwegianAmerican Museum is located at 523 W. Water St., Decorah. www.vesterheim.org,

Louisiana

• May 17: “Syttende Mai Fest” from 11
a.m.: at The Norwegian Church in New Orleans, Mai flag hoisting and Mass followed
by a parade. Music and food! Enjoy laks,
karamellpudding and pølser. Location: 1772
Prytania Street, New Orleans. Info: (504)
525-3602 / neworleans@sjomannskirken.no

Maine

• May 16, 11 a.m. – 5p.m.: Maine Nordmenn
#3-664 celebrate Syttende Mai at Sky-Hy
Conference Center, Topsham, Maine. Enjoy
pølser, salads, desserts and festive Norwegian music by the Knoff Family Accordion
Players from Vermont, a silent auction, and
raffles. $20 for members and guests, $10 for
children. All are welcome. For more information, call Anne-Lise Moson at (207) 7412934.

Massachusetts

• May 17: Norwegian Constitution Day Syttende Mai. Join us to celebrate Norway’s
Constitution Day at the Viking Club, 410
Quincy Avenue in Braintree, Mass. on May
17, 2-6 p.m. Dinner, Dancing, Music by Nils
Lundin, and more! For tickets, call Barbara
DeCarli at (508) 586-5059. $15.00. Deadline
for tickets: May 13.

• May 17: Mindekirken Festival Service - no
admission fees. Concert with local Norwegian Glee Clubs 11:00 a.m.: Syttende Mai
Festival Service. Following Service: Syttende Mai Parade—bring your kids, bunads
and flags. Festival food for purchase following parade. 1:00 p.m.: Celebration of Heritage folk dance groups, hardanger fiddle
players, and Norwegian folk art demonstrations. Call (612) 874-0716 or visit: www.
mindekirken.org.
• May 19: Celebrate Syttende Mai with Sons
of Norway Lodges at the American Swedish
Institute at 6:30 p.m. Program: Fjell og Fjord
Dancers, Traditional Norwegian open-faced
sandwiches and coffee. A $5 donation is requested and appreciated. RSVP: Louise Bakken at (763) 545-4827.
• May 15-17 5:30 - 9:30 p.m: NorwegianAmerican Heritage Celebration in Spring
Grove. Don’t miss the Grand Parade at 1:30
p.m. on Saturday. There’s also music, dancing, crafts, horse-drawn wagon rides and
Norwegian food. For more info, visit www.
sgsyttendemai.org.
• May 17, 5:30 - 9:30 pm: Dinner and program at Skogfjorden, Norwegian village at
Concordia Language Villages in Bemidji.
Speaker: Eric Dregni, author of “In Cod We
Trust.” Adult tickets $15; must be purchased
in advance. Location: 8607 Thorsonveien
NE. Cost: $15. Reservation Required. Call:
(218) 444-4361.

New York

• May 17: Celebration at the Norwegian
Church in the Big Apple. 11 a.m.: 17th of
May Mass. 12 p.m.: Open house, clips from
NRK’s 17th of May broadcasting on big
screen. Hot dogs, soda, etc. for sale. 3:30
p.m.: Children’s parade with music around
the block. 4 p.m.: The family performance,
movies, songs and games. 6 p.m.: Festive
celebration with artists. Speech by Hanne
Krogh. Open until 8 p.m. Free entrance. The
Norwegian Church, 317 East 52nd Street
(between 1st and 2nd Ave) Info: Call (212)
319-0370.
• May 17 from 1:30 p.m.: Parade in Bay
Ridge, Brooklyn, arranged by the Norwegian-American 17th May Committee of

• May 17: Celebration at The Norwegian
Seamen’s Church of Houston from 2 p.m.
Family Mass, speeches, parade, food, games
and lot of fun. Admission: $15 (adults)
and 10 (children). Location: 4309 Young
Street, Pasadena, Texas. For more info call:
(281)998 8366 or E-mail: houston@sjomannskirken.no

Washington

• May 17 at 1 p.m.: Lunch at Leif Erikson
Hall, 2245 NW 57th St. Cost: $25 per person
($26 if purchased online). Special Guests:
Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen and the
Hellvik Mannskor choir.
• May 17 at 4 p.m.: Parade in Seattle. The
parade starts near Adams School in Ballard,
at the corner of NW 62nd and 24th Avenue
NW. The route follows south to Market
Street and eastward to Bergen Place. This
years honorary marshals are: Grand Marshal
Norwegian Ambassador Wegger Chr. Strømmen. Honorary Marshals Dr. Terje Leiren,
Chair, Dept. fo Scandinavian Studies, UW.
For more info, visit: www.syttendemaiseattle.com.
• May 17 8 p.m.: Dance at Leif Erikson
Hall, 2245 NW 57th. Cost: $10. Featuring:
The Smilin’ Scandinavians.

Wisconsin

• May 15: Celebration of Norway’s constitution day in Westby. Events include demonstrations for Hardanger fiddle-making,
weaving, tatting, a bunad display, delicious
Norwegian food, a craft tent, a half marathon
run and 5k run/walk, and more. Don’t miss
the Saturday night show, the rømmegrøt
eating contest, and more! Entrance to most
events is a $3 pin. Call our “troll free” number at (866) 4WESTBY or online at www.
westbywi.com.
May 15—17: Syttende Mai festival in
Stoughton. Arts and crafts fair, quilt show,
Village Player performances, street dances,
Viking encampment, canoe race, 20-mile
Run, 17-mile Walk, a sailboat race on Lake
Kegonsa, a huge Norwegian parade, and
local food stands everywhere! A king and
queen, and prince and princess are chosen to
reign over the festivities. For more info see:
www.stoughtonwi.com/syttendemai

British Columbia

• May 17: Join the Kelowna Sons of Norway
Hardanger Lodge #109 for the 17th of May
celebration at Wenche Gransjoen’s home.
Join us for games, swimming, and barbeque.

Minnesota
Looking for the regular calendar of events?
Visit our online calendar at www.norway.com/calendar
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There’s no place like

Norse Home . . .

A neighborhood landmark built to serve the community.

a retirement community with heart!
Norse Home offers spectacular views of the Olympic Mountains,
Puget Sound and overlooks Ballard and the Woodland Park Zoo.
Enjoy a warm drink in the Bistro with your friends, take advantage of
carefree living, and be served by a caring and committed staff.
Call today for a tour and lunch will be on us! (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.com • 5311 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

