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Online News
Dateline Oslo
IBM helps keep beer
deliveries on track in
Norway

Ringnes, Norway’s largest
brewer, generally has 200
trucks on the road and had
tracked them manually
connected only by sight or
by phone. The firm now uses
IBM sensor technology—
radio-frequency identification
technology— to tag and track
every container, its contents
and its progress along its
route.

StatoilHydro changes
name

The major Norwegian oil
company StatoilHydro will
change its name to Statoil
ASA. The company’s General
Meeting will make a decision
on the change of name May
19.

DNA analysis uncovers
the prehistory of
Norwegian red deer

For his doctoral thesis,
Hallvard Haanes discovered
that Norwegian red deer are
genetically different from
other European red deer, due
to their historical distribution.
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Norway contributes to IMF
Norway offers to make financial resources of up to 30 billion
Norwegian kroner available to the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
Special Release

Ministry of Finance/IMF

The Norwegian Minister of
Finance Kristin Halvorsen recently
sent a letter to the Managing
Director of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) offering to
make additional financial resources
available to the Fund. The letter also
contains information on Norway’s
positions regarding the upcoming
G20-meeting.
“Balance of payment support
to countries that are especially
hard hit by economic crisis is a
core task for the IMF. Financial
support from the IMF is important

CONTINUES PAGE 15

“Norway’s additional financial support to the IMF would contribute to strengthening the multilateral response to the
economic crisis,” said IMF Managing Director Dominque Strauss-Kahn.

For the love of cod Abel Prize awarded
Torskeklubben New York celebrates 35 years

Russian-French mathematician receives
prestigious Abel Prize for 2009
Special Release
Abelprisen.no
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From Left: Abel Abrahamsen (Founder and “Cod Father” of the Torskeklubben),
Ragnar-Meyer Knutsen, (Torske Bas) and Fredd Hoff Isaksen (Anniversary
Committee Chairman).

Special Release

Torskeklubben New York

Torskeklubben (the cod fish
club) of New York celebrated its
35th anniversary on March 20 at the
Williams Club in Manhattan. The
Boss (Torskebas) Ragnar MeyerKnutsen, dressed in his fabulous

Rogaland festival bunad, wished
all members and guests a hearty
welcome after the traditional
cocktail hour ended.
For this special event, 90
pounds of cod (skrei, really) had

CONTINUES PAGE 14

The Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters (Det Norske
Videnskaps-Akademi) has decided
to award the Abel Prize for 2009 to
the Russian-French mathematician
Mikhail Leonidovich Gromov (65)
for “his revolutionary contributions
to geometry.”
The Abel Prize recognizes
contributions of extraordinary depth
and influence to the mathematical
sciences and has been awarded
annually since 2003. It carries a
cash award of about USD $950,000.
Mikhail L. Gromov will receive the
Abel Prize from His Majesty King
Harald V at an award ceremony in
Oslo, on May 19.
Mikhail L. Gromov is one of
the leading mathematicians of our
time. He is known for important
contributions in many areas of

Photo:Jean- François Dars

The Russian-French mathematician
Mikhail Leonidovich Gromov (65) has
been named the recipient of the 2009
Abel Prize.

mathematics, especially geometry.
Geometry is one of the oldest fields
of mathematics; it has engaged the

CONTINUES PAGE 15
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Norge - Uken som gikk
Nytt på Nett

Cecilia nest best i verden

St. Olavs Orden til Brattestå

H.M. Kongen har utnevnt Stortingets
direktør, Hans Brattestå, Oslo til Kommandør av Den Kongelige Norske St.
Olavs Orden for embetsfortjeneste. H.M.
Kongen har i sin vurdering lagt vesentlig vekt på Brattestås samfunnsgavnlige innsats med særlig vekt til hans
mangeårige virke som Stortingets direktør.
Dekorasjonen ble overrakt ved et arrangement i Stortinget onsdag 1. april.

Flest flyktninger til Rogaland

Kommunene i Rogaland tar i år imot 600
flyktninger, og Rogaland er dermed det
fylket som bosetter flest i hele Norge. På
andreplass kommer Nordland med 548
flyktninger og Akershus med 510. Nederst
på listen kommer Agder-fylkene.

Ukjent Smittekilde

Myndighetene i Norge har ikke kommet
nærmere smittekilden for E. coli O157. De
er heller ikke sikre på at de kommer til å
finne den. Av de fire smittede, som alle var
barn, er en to år gammel gutt død.

Statsbesøk fra Canada

Etter invitasjon fra H.M. Kong Harald V
vil Canadas generalguvernør, H.E. Michaëlle Jean, og herr Jean-Daniel Lafond
avlegge statsbesøk i Norge 28. - 30. april
2009. Generalguvernøren og Herr Lafond
vil bli mottatt på Det kongelige slott i
Oslo. Det offisielle programmet vil omfatte møter med Stortingets visepresident
og statsministeren, i tillegg til et besøk i
Tromsø, melder Slottet.

Cecilia nest best i verden

Bokseren Cecilia Brækhus vant VMkampen i boksing mot danske Vinni Skovgaard om weltervektstitlene tidligere
denne måneden. Hun er nå ranket på annenplass i verden i weltervekt (66,7 kg) av
det anerkjente nettstedet boxrec.com etter
sin VM-seier i Kiel.

Bryggeriene frykter ølkrise

Ølsalget i Norge er i fritt fall på grunn av
finanskrisen, innskrenkende skjenketider
og nye drikkevaner. Nå frykter bryggeriene at arbeidsplasser vil gå tapt. Bare i
januar og februar solgte norske bryggerier
over tre millioner liter øl mindre enn i de
to første månedene i fjor.

Arne Bendiksen er død

Komponist, tekstforfatter og artist Arne
Bendiksen er død, 82 år gammel. Arne
Bendiksen ble født i Bergen i 1926 og ble
landskjent gjennom radio, fjernsyn, teater
og spillefilmer, blant annet sammen med
sanggruppen The Monn Keys på 1950- og
60-tallet. Bendiksen ble beskrevet som
Norges «Grand Prix-konge».

Monsen sparket i Canada

For et år siden ble norske Arild Monsen
ansatt som trener for det kanadiske herrelandslaget i langrenn. Forrige helg fikk
han sparken. Nå får han ikke trene Canada
som har OL på hjemmebane neste vinter.
Monsen mener årsaken til oppsigelse er
grunnlegende forskjeller i treningsfilosofi.

Klimaforskning i verdenstoppen

ping av forsknings-innsatsen for å redusere
landbrukets utslipp av klimagasser. Internasjonalt forskningssamarbeid på området vil
bli høyt prioritert.
Landbruks- og matdepartemente er
allerede godt i gang med å følge opp føringene i meldingen, blant annet ved at Norges forskingsråd nå har vedtatt å støtte to
prosjekter ved UMB som skal bidra til å
redusere landbrukets utslipp av klimagasser.
Begge prosjektene har fått svært høy score
i Forskingsrådets vurdering. UMB fremstår
med dette som ett av de ledende forskningsmiljøene i verden på dette området.

Inn til 17 millioner kroner er bevilget til
forskning ved Universitetet for miljø- og
biovitenskap (UMB) for å redusere landbrukets klimagassutslipp - befester norsk
forskning på området i internasjonal
toppklasse.
Norges forskningsråd har innvilget
midler til to 3-årige forskningsprosjektet på
UMB som omhandler reduserte klimagassutslipp fra landbruket.
Det ene prosjektet vil ta for seg reduserte
lystgassutslipp og skal gjennomføres i et samarbeid mellom UMB, Yara samt kinesiske
og japanske forskningsmiljøer. Prosjektet
har blitt bevilget inn til 7,9 millioner kroner.
Det andre prosjekter omhandler reduserte metangassutslipp og skal gjennomføres
i et samarbeid mellom UMB og forskningsmiljøer i Canada og USA. Forskningsrådet bevilger inn til 9,4 millioner kroner til
prosjektet. Med dette befester UMB seg som
ett av de verdensledende miljøene på redu-

Landbruks- og matminister Lars Peder Brekk.
Foto: Torbjørn Tandberg.

serte klimagassutslipp fra landbruket.
2. juni vil Landbruks- og matministeren
legge frem stortingsmelding om landbruk og
klima. I meldingen varsles det en opptrap-

English Synopsis: The Norwegian University of Life Sciences (UMB) at Ås
is recognized as a leading international
center of knowledge. Two new climate
research projects will take place at UMB,
one of the projects is a collaboration with
researchers from the U.S. and Canada.

Årets Anlegg 2008
Firmaet Leonhard Nilsen & Sønner har
vunnet prisen for årets anlegg 2008, for
byggingen av Svalbard globale frøhvelv.
Prisen ble delt ut på ByggeGallaen, som er
en del av Byggedagene i Oslo.
Svalbard Globale frøhvelv ligger omtrent
1 km i luftlinje fra Longyearbyen flyplass, og
er i sin helhet et fjellanlegg sprengt inn i permafrosten (minus 3-4 grader Celsius).
Anlegget er designet for en tilnærmet
“uendelig” levetid. Frøhvelvet består av tre
separate fjellhaller som hver har lagringskapasitet til 1,5 millioner frøprøver. Ved hjelp
av eget, elektrisk maskineri drevet med strøm
fra det lokale energiverket skal det holde en
konstant innetemperatur på minus 18 grader
Celsius. Hallen rommer lagerreoler der de
forhåndspakkede eksemplarene av matfrø fra
depositørene (avgiverlandene) er plassert.
Lagerhallene nås gjennom en ca 100
meter lang adkomsttunnel med et portalbygg
ytterst. Portalbygget er den eneste synlige

Firmaet Leonhard Nilsen & Sønner. Foto: bygg.no.

delen av anlegget. Det er formet som en
langstrakt smal ”finne” av betong, med inngangsparti på kortveggen i børstet stål. En
kunstnerisk utsmykning på den ytre takflaten
og på øverste del av fronten skal dels reflektere polarlyset, og dels gi et avdempet glødende lysskjær.

English Synopsis: The Norwegian construction company Leonhard Nilsen &
Sønner, that built Svalbard Global Seed
Vault, recently received the prize for best
Construction 2008 during “Byggedagene”
in Oslo, Norway. The facility is designed
to have an almost “endless” lifetime.

Arkitektkonkurranse for Nasjonalmuseet
Kultur- og kirkeminister Trond Giske og
administrerende direktør Øivind Christoffersen i Statsbygg presenterte 30. mars
programmet for arkitektkonkurranse for
Nasjonalmuseet for kunst, arkitektur og
design på Vestbanen.
Konkurranseprosessen skal gjennomføres i to faser hvorav fase 1 er en åpen
konkurranse på overordnet nivå, der man
ønsker å finne fram til et hovedkonsept. Fase
2 er en begrenset konkurranse, med videre
bearbeiding der utvalgte deltakere etter fase
1 inviteres til å delta. Frist for innlevering til
fase 1 er 12. juni 2009 kl. 1200.
- I lang tid har museet slitt med for små
og uhensiktsmessige lokaler, og det har virket hemmende på virksomheten. Det er med
stor glede og stolthet jeg som kulturminister
nå inviterer til en åpen, internasjonal planog designkonkurranse for Nasjonalmuseets
nybygg på Vestbanen. Ved siden av det nylig
avsluttede Opera-prosjektet representerer
nybygget for Nasjonalmuseet et av de største
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Tomten for Nasjonalmuseet for kunst, arkitektur og design sett fra Rådhuset. Foto: Statsbygg og Blom ASA.

kulturbyggprosjektene noensinne i norsk
sammenheng, sier kultur- og kirkeminister
Trond Giske.
Det er Statsbygg som har fått i oppdrag
fra Kultur- og kirkedepartementet å starte
planlegging av et samlet museumsanlegg for
Nasjonalmuseet for kunst, arkitektur og design på Vestbanen i Oslo.
Les mer på statsbygg.no.

English Synopsis: Statsbygg (Public
Construction and Property) has been instructed by the Ministry of Culture and
Church Affairs to initiate the planning of a
new, collective building complex to house
the National Museum of Art, Architecture
and Design on the site of the old Railway
Station West, Vestbanen, in Oslo.

Norway in the News

Bernander New Director General of NHO
John G. Bernander, the former Director
General of the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation (NRK), is appointed new Director
General of the Confederation of Norwegian
Enterprise (NHO). Bernander was born in
New York City, but grew up in Kristiansand,
Norway. During the years 1989-1993 he was
a representative for Høyre, the Conservative Party of Norway, in Stortinget. In 1991,
he became vice-chairman of the party. The
NHO is the main representative body for
Norwegian employers with a current membership of over 18,500 companies ranging
from small family-owned businesses to multinational companies. (NHO.no)

Nordic economies world’s “most networked”
The Nordic countries continue to be the
most networked economies in the world, but
the United States. and Singapore are close
behind, according to the latest rankings by
the World Economic Forum (WEF). Denmark and Sweden took the top slots for the
third year running, followed by the United
States, Singapore, Switzerland and the three
other Nordic nations: Finland, Iceland and
Norway. The Netherlands and Canada completed the top 10. (Financial Times)
Norway launches major seafood campaign
Norwegian cod and salmon exporters
plan to invest EUR 3.5 million in pitching
their products to the Portuguese market this
year. Øyvind Jensen, Norwegian Seafood
Export Council (NSEC) representative in
Portugal, says the investment will go towards
broadcast and other media exposure of the
Norwegian products in Portugal. Of the total
to be invested by the Nordic country, EUR 3
million and EUR 500,000 will be allocated
to marketing Norwegian codfish and salmon,
respectively. (Fis.com)
New President and CEO of REC
Norwegian solar industry group Renewable Energy Corp (REC) said on March 30
its chief executive, Erik Thorsen, would step
down and be replaced by chairman Ole Enger.
Mr. Enger is a former head of the Elkem and

Sapa units at REC’s main shareholder Orkla.
REC, one of the world’s biggest suppliers of
solar-grade silicon, did not say why Thorsen
was leaving. Enger said delays in the launch
of a solar-grade U.S. silicon plant at Moses
Lake in Washington state – which REC said
on Monday had begun production – were not
a decisive factor in Thorsen’s resignation.
(Recgroup.com)

Somalian Pirates seize Norwegian vessel
Pirates armed with machine guns hijacked the 23,000-tonne Bahamas-registered
MT Bow Asir, operated by Salhus Shipping,
off the coast of Somalia on March 26. The
Norwegian Shipowners Association (NSA)
is working closely with the Norwegian government and Salhus Shipping on the situation. No demand of a ransom has been raised.
On March 29, the Norwegian captain on
Bow Asir told the vessel’s operator that the
crew of 27 were all accounted for and they
are “OK.” Approximately 1,000 Norwegian
controlled vessels sail through the area every
year, reported the Norwegian Government in
February. A number of Norwegian vessels
have been attacked by pirates, but this is the
first time a Norwegian vessel is hijacked, according to the Ministry of Defense.
(International Herald Tribune)
DNV established in U.S. Climate Change
Services market
DNV, one of the world’s leading climate
change service providers, is ramping up to
meet the burgeoning demand for climate
change services in the United States. Dr.
Mark C. Trexler has been hired as director of
climate strategies and markets. Eight other
new staff members will also join Dr. Trexler
in a new DNV office in Portland, Ore. Trexler and his team will help DNV expand its
North American climate change related activities, particularly with respect to strategic
and market advisory services. His responsibilities will include building the group’s
public and private business and client networks around climate advisory services, and
providing strategic and market support to
DNV’s business units in the U.S. and internationally. (Dnv.no)

Hotels in Norway no longer most expensive in Europe
New research from the website Hotels.
com shows that Norway is no longer the most
expensive country in Europe when it comes
to hotels. Hotels in both Switzerland and
Denmark cost more than hotels in Norway,
their study shows. In 2009 it cost NOK 1120
(US$171) on average for a night in a hotel
in Norway. This is three percent lower than
the average price of 2007. Though the prices
in most Norwegian cities have decreased,
the harbor city of Stavanger still remains the
most expensive in Scandinavia for hotels: it
costs around NOK 1,251 (USD $191) per
night—seven percent higher than last year.
The hotel price of the capital of Norway,
Oslo, dropped most, costing an average of
USD 172, six percent lower than last year.
(Theepochtimes)
Study in nature guiding on Svalbard
The Norwegian Ministry of Trade and
Industry has given 1 million NOK to the establishment of an innovative study in nature
guiding in Arctic areas by the University
Centre on Svalbard. “This is an initiative to
strengthen tourism in the High North. The
guides will make the experience better for
the tourists and enhance the environmental
side of the tourist industry on Svalbard,”
says Minister for Trade and Industry Sylvia
Brustad. The archipelago has vast areas of
untouched nature, and the harsh climate and
vulnerable nature set high requirements for a
tour guide’s competence in safety and environment protection. (Barents Observer)
Norway oil sector hit by pipe-fitting quality error
Norway’s oil and gas industry has been
hit by a worldwide pipeline quality scare after
Italian company Tecninox said hundreds of
thousands of duplex pipe fittings were heated
at the wrong temperature during production.
A spokesman for the Norwegian oil industry
association (OLF) said that 20,000 of the affected fittings have been purchased by petroleum companies operating on the Norwegian
continental shelf and that replacing them
might require production shutdowns “for a
short period of time.” It’s not yet clear when
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remedial work will take place. Norwegian
operators are currently looking into their offshore operations to find out how many of the
fittings are faulty. (Dow Jones Newswires)

Nepal’s Prime Minister visits Norway
Nepalese Prime Minister Prachanda
made an official visit to Norway March 30–
31. Minister of the Environment and International Development, Erik Solheim, hosted
the visit. When Pushpa Kumal Dahal, known
as Prachanda, took office in the summer of
2008, he became the world’s first democratically elected Maoist prime minister. In Oslo,
Prachanda was given an audience at the
Royal Palace and met Prime Minister Jens
Stoltenberg, in addition to Solheim. Prime
Minister Prachanda also visited the Solbergfoss hydroelectric power station in Østfold
county. Nepal intends to step up the development of its hydropower resources to accelerate social and economic progress. Norway
has played a key role in the peace process in
Nepal and is also an important aid donor.
(Regjeringen.no)

Lockheed Martin unit wins contract to
train Norwegian sailors
Lockheed Martin Maritime Systems and
Sensors has been awarded a $10.7 million
contract by the Navy to provide training to
the crews of Japanese and Norwegian ships
equipped with the Aegis Weapon System,
which the company develops in Moorestown, N.J. The Aegis combat system is one
of the most advanced and most capable defense systems currently in use.
(Bizjournals.com)

Hydro halts production at Sunndal
Norwegian aluminium producer Hydro
has decided to temporary close the oldest
production line at its Sunndal plant, representing an annual production of about
100,000 tons, due to the difficult market for
aluminium. Hydro has already implemented
wide-ranging measures in order to meet the
sharp drop in demand. (Hydro.com)
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Exchange Rates
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Icelandair announces non-stop
service from Seattle

skies soon,” said Aldo Basile, vice president
of Sales, Europe, Russia and Central Asia,
Hydro.com
Boeing Commercial Airplanes.
Icelandair is excited to announce new
The publicly traded Icelandair Group,
scheduled service between Seattle, Wash., of which the fully-owned Icelandair is a key
and Reykjavik, Iceland, with the first flight subsidiary, currently employs about 3,000
arriving from Keflavik International Airport people in 10 countries and is listed on the
on July 22.
Nasdaq OMX Nordic Exchange as ICEAIR.
Icelandair will offer four flights a week This entry into the Seattle market will create
departing Seattle-Tacoma International approximately one hundred new and muchAirport (SEA) at 4:30 p.m., arriving in needed jobs in Iceland and the U.S., and
Reykjavik at 6:45 a.m. the following morning.   present the opportunity for a new realm of
Flights on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays travelers to experience Iceland and beyond.
and Sundays will connect with Copenhagen,
In addition to Seattle, Icelandair
Oslo, Stockholm and London, offering up offers service to Iceland from Boston,
to four hours faster connection times from New York-JFK, Minneapolis/St. Paul
Seattle to Scandinavia than possible through (seasonal), Orlando Sanford (seasonal),
other European hubs. Connecting flights Halifax (seasonal) and Toronto (seasonal).
returning via Reykjavik arrive in Seattle at Connections through Icelandair’s hub in
5:45 p.m., just in time for dinner at home Reykjavik are available to 18 destinations
or easy connections throughout North in Scandinavia (including Copenhagen,
America.
Oslo, Stavanger, Stockholm), Great Britain
Additionally, Icelandair will work in (including London, Manchester) and
cooperation with Alaska Airlines to provide Continental Europe (including Amsterdam,
passengers convenient connections to a host Berlin, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Munich,
of cities across the West Coast, including Paris). Only Icelandair offers travelers the
San Francisco, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, ability to stopover in Iceland for up to 7
Anchorage and San Jose.
nights en route to any Icelandair destination
“Icelandair is pleased to now offer more at no additional airfare.
choices to Europe’s top destinations from
Updated pricing and flight schedules
Seattle,” said Thorsteinn Egilsson, General to Iceland and beyond will be reflected in
Manager, The Americas. “We also look Amadeus immediately and additional CRS
forward to partnering with Seattle-Tacoma systems in approximately 3 days.
International Airport in serving all westward
Icelandair will also offer special
travelers, including the large Scandinavian packages through The Icelandair Travel
population of the Pacific Northwest.”
Agent Booking Engine, which allows travel
“The Boeing 757’s versatility continues agents to earn 10 percent commission on
to create value for our longstanding and all air-inclusive and land only packages to
esteemed customer Icelandair. We commend Iceland and Europe.
Icelandair for optimizing the abilities of
Additional information about Icelandair,
the airplane to open new routes and look fares, and packages is available at www.
forward to seeing Icelandair’s 757s flying icelandair.com or by calling (877) I-FLYwith its distinctive winglets above the Seattle ICE.
Special Release

Ascent Solar opens new
plant in Colorado
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Hydro.com

The
new
145,000-square-foot
(13,500-square-meter) facility was officially
opened by Colorado’s governor, Bill Ritter,
and Dr. Mohan Misra, Ascent Solar’s
chairman and CEO.
Ascent Solar Technologies, which is
35 percent owned by Hydro, opened a new
production facility and headquarters near
Denver, Colo., in the United States. on
March 24.
Ascent Solar is developing flexible thinfilm solar energy modules for a variety of
application, including building systems.
The new production line will be capable
of producing 30 megawatts of modules per
year, and will employ up to 200 people over
the next two years.
Great milestone
“It is a great milestone to open a largescale facility that will help bring talented
employees and a unique enabling solar
technology to the market at a time when the

economy and environment are creating great
demand,” said Dr. Mohan Misra, Ascent
Solar’s chairman and CEO.
The company is working with its
partners, including Hydro, to develop
products that include building-integrated
photovoltaic modules that can be part of
rooftops, awnings and siding, for example,
to provide solar power.
“The beauty of this is that it becomes part
of your structure,” said Ashu Misra, Ascent
Solar’s vice president of operations. “This
becomes your siding. This could become
your curtain, your awning, your tent.”
Richard Erskine, who is responsible
for Hydro’s Business Development for
solar activities, said: “This is an important
milestone for Ascent. The plant is a worldclass facility which has been completed
without an LTI” (lost-time injury) “and will
allow Ascent to eventually produce over
30MW CIGS thin film.”
CIGS stands for copper indium gallium
(di)selenide, often used in thin-film solar
energy modules, in contrast to more
traditional rigid panels using silicon-based
solar cells.
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Sports

Svendsen nips Bjørndalen in Men’s
Pursuit
Bjørndalen takes
the crystal globe
Biathlon World
Photo Finish
The results, confirmed after a review of
the finish line photo, gave Svendsen 33:03.35,
with Bjørndalen officially one tenth of a second back, but timed in 33:03.40. Sumann
trailed by 23.7 seconds. Michael Greis of
Germany finished fourth, with three penalties, 34.4 seconds back.
Bjørndalen commented on the close finish, “Emil and I train together sometimes and
know where each other is strong. We were
fighting against each other today. We did
work together on the last loop, but at the finish line, no one wants to lose.”
First Win since January
For the 23-year-old Svendsen, it is his
third win of the year, the last coming in the
10K Sprint in Antholz, on January 23, over
two months ago. Since that time, Svendsen
has been plagued by several bouts of illness,
causing him to miss both the World Championships and the Whistler World Cup. He
started his “comeback” last week in Trondheim, where he was sixth in the Pursuit and
third in the Mass Start.

Svendsen take first in the men’s 12.5 k pursuit by .005 seconds.

With the victory in hand, he commented, “I
missed a lot of time with the illness. The reason why I am so fresh now is that I had a lot
of rest while the others had a lot of races. I
have a lot of energy and I now want to show
what I can do now. It is great to be back on
the podium again.”
Difficult Approach
Svendsen accounted for his two penalties on the shooting range. “The approach
here is very difficult; up the hill, then along
way through the stadium where you have to
work hard. Your pulse is very high and for
me, I was shaking all over my body when

HotSheets — the new way
to sled

Photo: wikimedia.org

I shot standing. That is the reason for the
misses.”
Another Overall World Championship for
Bjørndalen
Despite Svendsen’s win, Bjørndalen
won the crystal globe, symbolic of the seasonal Pursuit title, with 342 points, 34 ahead
of Svendsen. This is the sixth season long
World Cup Championship for Bjørndalen,
who now holds the record also for individual
World Cup Wins at 89 championships.

Interview with
Suzann Pettersen
Suzanngolf.com

Norwegian golfer, Suzann Pettersen,
shot two-under, scoring 70, in the fourth and
final round of the Phoenix LPGA International on Sunday, March 29th. She finished up in
tied 4th place with Yani Tseng at -10 overall.
With the win, Suzann picked up prize money
of over $75,000. Karrie Webb won with -14,
leading Jiyai Shin in second and In-Kyung
Kim in third place on final scores of -12 and
-11 respectively. The tour now heads for Nabisco Golf Championships for the year’s first
major tournament.

MIKE SCANLAN, LPGA: Suzann, I know
you said it was a so-so day on the way over
here, but all that said, you are still were only
four shots back. Can you talk about your
day?

SUZANN PETTERSEN: Yeah. I mean, I
did a few changes yesterday to my swing and
stepped up on the first hit today, felt much
more comfortable with my game. The game
is really coming along nicely. I mean, of
course, when you feel good, it’s a bit disappointing not to execute a bit better.

MS: Suzann, is there any one section of holes
on this course that you felt like you could
have made a move on to catch people?

SP: I mean, like the conditions on this course,
you can obviously make a big move on all
the par-5s. I’m disappointed today I made a
par on some of those and I feel like I dropped
a shot by not scoring a birdie.

NorwegiaN ChristiaN
home & health CeNter

1250 – 67 Street, Brooklyn, New York
Tel: 718 232 – 2322 • www.nchhc.org

Come and join us for the fifth

fundraiser

auCtion
Photo: John Erik Stacy

John Erik Stacy
Seattle, Wash.

Norwegians know all about snow and
how to make it fun! From before they can
walk, children in Norway are dressed in
snow-suits and allowed to bask in the white
stuff as older kids frolic round in the fluff.
And everywhere you will see kids with curious sleds they call “rumpeakebrett.”
These sleds, officially known as “HotSheets,” are an ingenious design, and certainly have their origin in kids improvising
sleds from snow shovels. But HotSheets are
light weight and have a flexible handle. They
are, in fact, perfect for kids of all ages, but
especially perfect for little kids that tire of
hauling a large sled by a rope. In addition
to eliminating “rope under the runners syn-

drome,” the handle of the HotSheet is also
used while sledding—like a cowboy riding
Western style! Little kids usually get the
knack of going fast right away, but it does
require a bit of skill to keep your boots out
of the snow for maximum speed. The skill
requirement is built in safety (since losing
control means slowing down) and a feature
appreciated by parents.
Hamax manufactures HotSheets in Norway from durable plastic. They are inexpensive, attractively colorful and easy to ship.
What does Norway know about fun in the
snow? Norwegian designers know how to
take advice from kids—the real innovators.
Keep your eyes open for HotSheets – and
other Hamax products—on sledding hills
here in America!

saturday, april 25, 2009

Time: 1:00 - 5:00 pm • Viewing: Noon - 1:00 pm
Donation: $10.00 (Adults)

Includes Door Prizes and Light Refreshments
Antique Jewelry, Artwork, Collectible Plates,
Crystal Dishes, Furniture, Hardangersøm Pieces,
Kransekake, Lamps, Linens,
Norwegian Silver, Antique Hand Carved Chest,
Silver Flatware & Silver Items
Plus Brand New Rosemaled Chest from Norway
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Op Ed

Letters to the
Editor:

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:
Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief j.moe@norway.com

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Dear Editor,
I read with great interest the article,
“Norwegian sweaters for man’s best friend,”
in your March 13 issue (Little Ole looks
really cool in his new Norwegian sweater).
As a Norwegian immigrant (in 1948),
I grew up in Norway where handwork was
part of our grade school curriculum—hand
sewing and knitting for the girls, woodshop
for the boys. I still knit, as a matter of fact
,I’m addicted! I especially like to knit the
Norwegian patterns and have produced
a number of doll sweaters and other doll
garments, and last year I discovered a pattern
book on the famous Norwegian Selbu mittens
(of which I knitted 16 pairs, including some
finger-mittens). I presented them for sale at
the Scan Fair in Portland, Ore. last December,
along with my handmade Norwegian clothdolls and my book “Behind the Blackout
Curtains.”
I just looked up the web page on the
dog sweaters and found all the info. I need
to start knitting on a Norwegian seater for
my grandaughter’s little dachshund, Simone.
And, thank you for producing a great weekly
paper!
Sincerely,
Ellen Zahl
St. Helens, Ore.
Dear Ellen,
It’s so great to hear from you! We agree
the Norwegian dog sweaters are awfully
charming. It sounds like your knitting
experience is going to come in handy. I
bet your granddaughter is already getting
excited!
We hope things with your book, “Behind
the Blackout Curtains” are going well. It’s
such a great read and we wish you all the
best with it! Take care!

Dear Editor,
I wanted to write and let you and your
readers know about the Great Green Viking
Room. We launched a Bed and Breakfast
in Bend, Ore., that will give any visitor an
authentic Norwegian experience. We have
two large and one small stabbur. I think
we also probably have one of the biggest
collections of rosemaled Norwegian furniture
this side of Vesterheim.
After two and half years of building the
three-story addition to my four-story Stav
Hus, the third floor Great Green Viking Room
is completed. Gary Johansen, Architect and
Past President of our Bend Sons of Norway
Lodge Fjeldheim 47, drew up the plans. The
construction of the new edition started in
the fall of 2006. The third story of the new
edition is multipurpose. It can be a master
bedroom, an efficiency apartment or bed and
breakfast facility. The original construction
of the Stav Hus (pole house) began in 1976.
The Great Green Viking Room features
a dozen or more pieces of rosemaled
furniture by the late Wayne and Gretchen
Leiberg, active members of the Sonja Lodge
38 of Eugene. Also on display around the
Stav Hus are three stabburs, one with the
ceiling rosemaled by world famous rosmaler
and impressionistic artist Sigmund Aarseth
of Norway. Many Norwegian paintings
including some by Sigmund Aarseth will
also be displayed around the Stav Hus. Life-

Sincerely,
Editor
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size troll carvings by Steinar Karlsen will be
on display around the Viking buildings.
To learn about visiting us give us a call
at (541)388-1908.
Sincerely,
Bruce Meland
Bend, Ore.

Dear Bruce,
Thanks for letting us know about The
Great Green Viking Room. It’s sounds like
a great little getaway and so close to Mt.
Bachelor and Sun River, a perfect vacation
retreat! We wish you all the best and hope
you recieve lots of visitors!
Sincerely,
Editor
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What did you pay for that?

$3.79

$3.49

USD

is the median price for
Kellogg’s All Bran Cereal
in Norway.

SAM & ELLIE

USD

is the median price for
Kellogg’s All Bran Cereal
in the U.S.

Photo: NRK Sport

On my recent trip to Whistler,
British Columbia to watch the Norwegian
Biathlon Team compete in the World Cup,
I had the opportunity to have a chat with
Tora Berger. She is the star on the women’s
squad, having been on the podium
numerous times and is in the top three in
the world. We first met the evening before
the sprint races and she was so delightful
to speak to. Her smile and enthusiasm
for racing, traveling and being part of the
team is infectious. Having a brother on
the biathlon team has to help make the
experience a true family affair.
The sprint race was held Friday,
March 13 and during the race, I kept
my eyes on Tora’s progress and her split
times. Due to some incredible shooting
and excellent skiing, she finished her race
just two seconds behind the leader and
was in third place. After 25 minutes of
hard racing, I thought it was terrific to be
just two seconds out and having secured
a podium spot. However, the race wasn’t
over and competitors were still out on
the course. To the surprise of everyone,
including herself, the Swede Helena
Jonsson came across the finish line with a
winning margin of a fraction of a second.
Unfortunately, that performance bumped
Tora off the podium into fourth spot in the
race.
After the race, I reconnected with Tora
and we had another chat. I explained to her
that in the United States, basketball was a
huge sport and home court advantage in
basketball is more important than in any
other sport with the home team winning
over 75 percent of the time. Then I asked
her if she could have won the Sprint Race
if she had had 20,000 Norwegians cheering
her on. I knew that her upcoming race on
March 20 was going to be in Trondheim

and I wanted to know what she felt the
advantage was going to be. After all, she
just needed to make up three little seconds
to win. She looked at me and paused, and
said that she sure hoped that the “home
court advantage” would help her do a little
better, and possibly win. I said to her, “I
know it will help you and you will win!”
Next, I sought out Tora’s coaches and
team managers and asked them the same
question. “Would Tora be able to make up
the three seconds and win the race if she
had 20,000 Norwegians cheering her on in
Trondheim?” The answers that I received
were surprising! “No, most likely not,”
–I was told. “Tora needs to work on her
speed work to get to the top spot on the
podium: she is an excellent shooter, but
not quite fast enough to win.”
Do you know what happened? Tora
proved her coaches wrong and won before
thousands and thousands of screaming
Norwegians in Trondheim. And I must
say, I haven’t been so excited for someone
to win a race in a long time when I read
that she edged the rest of the world by
just a split second and was crowned the
champion.
Great job, Tora – you deserve the
victory and even proved your coaches
wrong!
All the best,

Jake Moe

By Ray Helle
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The Taste of Norway

Perfect Pairings
These perfect pairings will have you
saying more cheese, please!

Suggestions and photos courtesy of

The Burrell Group

Jarlsberg
A semi-soft cow’s milk cheese with mild
nutty-sweet flavor and characteristic large
holes. America’s most popular specialty
cheese.

• In a quesadilla (applewood smoked bacon,
mushroom and Jarlsberg)

Pair with delicate sweet Vouvray with
pleasant citrus finish, crisp Sauvignon Blanc
or Gewurztraminer.
Earthy dark-fruity
Chinon, soft Merlot or medium-bodied
Malbec.

• Pair with plums and apricots, grapes, apple,
ham, black, dark or rye breads, toasted nuts

• A fondue for dipping mini meatballs and
assorted crudite

Woolwich Dairy Triple
Crème Goat Brie

Soft, buttery & creamy, with tangy finish,
Woolwich Dairy’s award-winning goat brie
is luscious. A delicious alternative for the
lactose sensitive.

Boursin Garlic & Fine Herbs

Made with cow’s milk and cream, garlic,
salt, pepper, parsley and chives, Boursin
Garlic and Fine Herbs is an ideal blend of
fresh and herbaceous with spark of garlic.

All Boursin varieties pair perfectly with
delicate, extra dry sparkling whites, crisp
Chardonnay, Alsace and Gewürztraminers.
Soft, lighter Pinot Noir or Beaujolais reds
work nicely, too.

• Serve on a fresh baguette slice, crostini or
flat bread

Pair with citrusy Chardonnay, delicate
Riesling or Chenin Blanc, Cabernet
Sauvignon with big round blackberry/mocha
flavors & spicy finish, Pinot Noir or red
Burgundy.

• Stuff into cherry tomatoes, spread on
cucumber rounds or endive, sprinkle with
sprouts

• Bake in potato skins, smear on rib steak or
hot roast beef sandwich (sliders)

• Melt on baguette & top with strawberry
preserves or grilled figs & arugula
• Bake in puff pastry or drizzle with honey
and sprinkle with chopped pistachios

For additional appetizer and entertaining
ideas, visit www.norseland.com

• Pair with sliced mango, black or
pumpernickel breads, toasted nuts, creamy
white chocolate

Note: Wines recommended by Sommelier
Kathleen Thomas of Oak & Steel, NYC
(www.oakandsteel.com)

On vacation from June 28th to August 4th!
2248 NW Market Street, Seattle, WA 98107 206.783.8288
visit us online at: www.scandinavianfoods.net

providing quality scandinavian
specialty food and groceries since 1960
Store Hours: M-F 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
APRIL 3, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

“A Taste of Norway in the Heart of Brooklyn!”

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
E-mail: nordicdeli@aol.com
www.nordicdeli.com
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
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Travels to Norway

Romancing the glacier
A father and son embark on the adventure of a lifetime
Erik Sakariassen

Special to Norwegian American Weekly
Editor’s Note: If this story looks familiar it’s
because you saw it in our annual travel issue on
March 20. Unfortunately, there was a glitch in the
printing and some of the story was missing. We
apologize for the inconvenience and hope you’ll
enjoy the whole article in this issue.

Somewhere amid the crush of museum
visits and castle tours, we’d squeeze a bit of
backcountry adventure—or so I’d promised
my teenage son, Alex. We were two weeks
in Denmark and Norway, a family of four
and a loaded itinerary. The chance to cool
our heels would come in Fjærland, and for
Alex and me, the promised adventure: a day
of glacier hiking on Jostedalsbreen.
Fjærland lies at the end of a narrow
branch of the Sognefjord, two trains and
two ferries northwest of Oslo. Its center is
Mundal, a remote village, accessible only by
boat until the tunnel and road connecting it
with Skei were completed in 1986.
Day-trippers arrive by ferry from
Balestrand. At the quay, a tour bus whisks
them to the nearby Norsk Bremuseum and
the Bøyabreen for a crash course in glacial
geology. But these tourists miss the charm of
Fjærland. Here, the enchantment begins only
when you sign the guest book at the Hotel
Mundal.
Built in 1891 to accommodate a growing
host of British and German explorers,
mountaineers, and artists venturing up the
fjord to experience the glaciers and the
unspoiled landscape, the hotel remains today
much as it was in its Victorian past. Cozy
parlors and shady verandas entice guests
to curl up with a book and a cup of strong
Norwegian coffee.
Hotel Mundal bears witness to a colorful
history. The paintings and sketches gracing
its walls—works of noted visiting artists—
record both the intimacy and grandeur of
this place. Antique furnishings are hotel
originals, and textile floor coverings and
wall hangings are all handwoven in a folk-

pS ectacular!

art tradition carried on to this day during the
hotel’s off- season.
That travelers have come for the
mountains and glaciers is in evidence
throughout. Ice axes and walking sticks
crowd an umbrella stand in the entry, and
sepia photographs in the lobby capture a
rugged Mikkel Mundal, one of the hotel
founders, guiding his clients among crevasses
on Jostedalsbreen. Each evening, an elegant
four-course dinner is served, but the dress
code trends to Polartec© and hiking boots—
jacket and tie are strictly optional.
We landed with backpacks and suitcases
in tow, hoofing our way up the hotel path,
once the dust from the departing tour bus had
settled. In the village, I struck a beeline for
the Tourist Information office. My wife Amy
and daughter Emily looked on in amused
disapproval as the attendant placed a call to
Bre og Fjell and rustled up a glacier guide
for the proposed father-and-son hike the next
morning.
Bre og Fjell, meaning glaciers and
mountains, is a Fjærland guiding service,
heir to a tradition established by climbing
legends Mikkel Mundal and Anders Øygard.
Guided tours and weeklong glacier and
climbing courses operate out of the rustic
Flatbrehytta on the edge of the moraine,
1000 meters above the fjord.
Jostedalsbreen is the largest glacier
on the European continent. Its Bøya and
Supphelle arms reach the valley floor in
Fjærland, moving at a rate of two meters a
day. The glacier system, descending from
the Jotunheimen, Norway’s tallest mountain
range, is preserved within the Jostedal Glacier
National Park. Visitor centers in Jostedal,
Stryn, and Fjærland provide interpretive
information and park access.
A cool night’s chill still in the air, we
rose early for smørbrød and coffee in the
sunny Mundal Hotel breakfast room. Or three
of us did, anyway. Emily, buried in the snug
warmth of a goose down duvet, remained
upstairs in her room, asleep.
Hasty good-byes and a hired taxi
took Alex and me to the Supphelle Valley,
depositing us at the Øygard farm where a

15-Day Coastal Tour of Norway
June 19 - July 4, 2009

Bergen • Ålesund • Trondheim • Bodø • lofoTen islands
Adventure includes most meals, all transportaion,
fishing villages, fjords, museums, festivals
and meeting with locals in their homes!
Hosted by your personal tour consultant and guide:
Linda Spencer

“Bringing the heart of Norway to
your travel experience!”

A “Fjord and Mountain” tour is also available, call for details.
NorlaNd Corp. • www.goNordlaNd.Com
Tel: (425) 299-4403 email: Norwayls@gmail.Com

Photo: Jørgen Stange Larsen

Erik Sakariassen, left, Alex Sakariassen, Louis and Louise stand above an ice fall near the end of their
glacier outing. As Jostedalsbreen creeps at an average of two meters a day, large chunks of glacial ice
buckle, calve and finally tumble into the Supphelle and Bøya valleys below.

gravel parking lot marked the Flatbreen
trailhead. We found our guide, Jørgen Stange
Larsen, munching a granola bar and stuffing
gear from his car trunk into an expedition
backpack. Joining us in our hike were a
young French couple, Louis and Louise.
Some weeks earlier, an unstable section
of moraine had collapsed, sending an
avalanche of rocks and mud crashing down
the valley. The slide had obliterated the lower

stretch of trail, forcing us up a steep detour
through dense stands of deciduous timber. We
gained elevation quickly. My heart pounded.
Exhilaration, not age, I told myself.
Jørgen was in his fifth season guiding
with Bre og Fjell. A student in Bergen, he
spent his winters studying to become a
teacher of Norwegian and music. Drumming

CONTINUES PAGE 13

Great GreenViking Room
Now open for guests

See the largest collection of
Rosemaled furniture this
side of Vesterheim. We also
have life-sized trolls and
stabburs. We serve a great
breakfast!
Visit us and enjoy
Vacation Land
Central Oregon

Stav Hus located 4
miles northeast of
Bend, OR
Call for rates and
availability!

Contact Bruce Meland
63603 Pioneer Loop Bend, OR 97701
(541) 388-1908 • norsky666@yahoo.com
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Roots and Connections

LETT-X NR. 7
AV JAN-TORE STIEN

1.

Bertha Nataas

3. april

4. april
Robert A Hall Jr
Kris W Templin
Pastor Theodore Weltzin

Myking Norway
Ithaca NY
Seattle WA
Watford City ND
Jackson MN
Milwaukie OR
Rena Norway

Loraine S Johnson
Arvid E Spor
Asbjørn Pedersen
5. april
Helen Bjornson
Plentywood MT
Elna Solberg Haynes
Seattle WA
Solveig Tørring
Haugesund Norway
6. april
Oliver Peterson
Iola WI
Sophina Karland
Hanford ND
Hjalmar Johansen
Lacey WA
Henry Heistad
Wetaskiwin AB Can
7. april
Sandy Johnson
Seattle WA
Gerda E Gordham
Olympia WA
Hilda Kristiansen
Trondheim Norway
Bertin Hansen
Minneapolis MN
Egil Forbregd
Osakis MN
Ove Harstad
Benson MN
8. april
Jeanette C Braafladt
Sacramento CA
Elias Nersund
Seattle WA
Otto Barikmo
Iola WI
Julius Fjeld
Douglas ND
Esther Kildahl
Seattle WA
Ragna Selle
Seattle WA
Gordon Winsor
Jefferson NH
9. april
Olav K Pettersen
Mountain Home AR
Alvin G Olson
Ashby MN
Cecile Herheim
Long Beach CA
Egill Olsen
Duluth MN
Roger Wangen
Burnsville MN
Mildred Wilder
Sidney MT
Donald Winter
Pt Orchard WA
Stanley Kjekstad
Mt. Arlington NJ

2.

4.

3.

5.

6.

10.
13.

17.

18.

20.

23.
27.

23.

15.

14.

8.

9.

30.

16.
19.

21.

22.
26.

25.

24.

27.

28.
33.

32.

31.

35.

43.

38.

39.

42.

43.

36.

36.

33.

34.

37.
40.

41.
44.

46.

45.
47.

7.

11.

12.

29.

7.

48.

49.

VANNRETT:
1. FØLGE
4. FART
7. VEGETASJON
10. GRESK ØY
11. SKÅNE
12. GIKK I STYKKER
13. SKØYER
16. FYR
17. ØYBOER
18. FUGL
19. DRAPERE
20. PLAGG
21. ARBEID
22. FESTEMIDDEL
23. VOKST
24. EUROPEER
26. KURIØS
27. ESKE
28. PRESIDENT
29. MERKER
31. APPARAT
33. KORT
35. GRØNNSAK
36. FUGLEMAT
37. MØBEL
38. REDSKAP
39. HELLIG BY
41. BEARBEIDE
42. ELTE
43. GRUNNSTOFF
44. FALL
45. AVGASS
46. RART
47. EKSTASE
48. TØVE
49. SUGE

LODDRETT:
1. HAR NOEN
SKOLEBARN
2. BILLING
3. STED Å SITTE
4. DUMMING
5. BY I ITALIA
6. VIE
7. ORGAN
8. STAT
9. FORTEGNELSE
14. AFRIKANER
15. SKRÅNING
24. BEHANDLING
25. REISE
30. HUNNDYR
32. LOKK
34. SPRÅK
39. STANG
40. REGNE

“One of the qualities of liberty is that,
as long as it is being striven after, it goes
on expanding. Therefore, the man who
stands in the midst of the struggle and says,
“I have it,” merely shows by doing so that
he has just lost it.”
-Henrik Ibsen

Norwegian American Weekly

Photos of the Week
Send your photo of the week to tiffanie@norway.com

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free, but must be
submitted one month in advance.

Ole and
Lena
Ole met an old school
friend. His friend said, “Ole, what have you
been doing all these years?”
Ole replied, “Vell for one ting, I married
Lena. She isn’t much to look at, but I love
her very much.”
His friend said, “Do you have any
children?”
Ole replied, “No, ve have decided to vait
until later in life, but we have purchased a
little monkey, and he has become like one of
the family. He even sits at the table with us
at meal time.”
His friend said, “That’s disgusting.”
And Ole said, “Not only that, but he
sleeps between us at night.”
His friend replied, “That’s the awfulest
thing I’ve ever heard, what about the smell.”
Ole said, “Vell, he had to get used to it,
yust like I did.”

David Gilbertsen and his daughter Hailey, Tom Megan and his daughter Scully, Hagar the
Horrible (aka Ken Baumann) and his mother Mary Larsen.
The photo was taken by Ed Howell Jr. of Indian Rocks Beach, Fla.

How it all began in the 1970’s in Sarasota Florida. Robert Clark wrote, “A dream of visiting Norway on reasonable
Charter Flights, and then contact with Sons of Norway Headquarters, led to the formation of the Sons of Norway
Sarasota Lodge. People interestessd in joining were found through friends, churches, newspaper ads, and through a
local store that advertised LUTEFISK!” The Sarasota Lodge #539 was instituted March 30, 1974. Tampa Bay Lodge
#515 was the sponsoring Lodge.” Members and friends have been enjoying 35 years of good fellowship and working
together, to preserve and promot the heritage and culture of Norway. Sons of Norway has close to 70,000 members
across the United States, Canada and Norway. Sons of Norway has great Fratenal Benefits!
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of
Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Harry Andersen

Harry E. Andersen, a retired second deputy
commissioner of the Nassau County Police
Department and a longtime resident of Syosset,
died at Glen Cove Hospital on Feb. 23. He
was 87. Andersen was devoted to the police
department, but was also a family man at heart,
said his daughter, Evelyn Meyers of Huntington.
“He was a tough guy, but he was a softy at home,”
Meyers said. “He never took the job home, he
was just Dad, who enjoyed his family.”   Born
in Norway, Andersen, his mother and his
sister immigrated to America to join his father.
They settled in Glenwood Landing, N.Y. After
graduating from Roslyn High School in 1940,
he was drafted into the Army’s 99th Infantry
Battalion and assigned to the B Company, which
consisted solely of Norwegians and Americans
of direct Norwegian descent. He saw action in
five campaigns, including Normandy, northern
France, the Ardennes, Central Europe and the
Rhineland. In 1945, he arrived in Norway to see
his native country being set free from the Nazi
regime. That was when he met the love of his life,
Aase Mathisen, whom he married on Feb. 16,
1946. The couple lived in Glenwood Landing and
eventually settled in Syosset.   Upon his discharge
from the Army, Andersen began a career in law
enforcement in 1948 as a patrolman with the
Nassau police. The couple had two children, a
daughter, Evelyn, and a son, Arthur.   Evelyn
Kong Olav V’s kirke

With Bruce Larson

and Arthur were adored by their father, she said.
Arthur died in 1978 when he was struck by a
train.   Andersen was a dedicated patrolman, his
daughter said, who rose through the ranks of the
Nassau Police Department and held every rank
from police officer through chief of operations. In
his 43 years of service, he spent the last seven as
the second deputy commissioner. “Commissioner
Andersen epitomized service to his fellow man
with his distinguished contribution to the Armed
Forces during World War II and then onto a long
successful career as a highly respected member
of the Nassau County Police Department,” said
Det. Sgt. Anthony Repalone, a police spokesman.  
Andersen’s contributions included responsibility
for the planning and implementation of department
wide computerization as well as a state-of-the-art
dispatch and E-911 systems, and commander of
the Training Bureau, according to his daughter.  
He was an active member and former president of
the Sons of Norway’s Norden lodge in Huntington.  
During his retirement, Andersen enjoyed traveling
and spending time with his family.   In addition to
his daughter and his wife, he is survived by his
sister, Hildur Sarver, of Florence, S.C.  Services
were last month and Andersen had a police
commissioner’s funeral at Faith Lutheran Church
in Syosset. Burial was in Nassau Knolls Cemetery
in Port Washington. Contributions may be made
to Faith Lutheran Church.

Sjømannskirken

The Norwegian Church in New York

317 East 52nd Street (Betw. 1st & 2nd Aves.)
New York, NY 10022 - Phone: 1-212-319-0370
newyork@sjomannskirken.no - www.kjerka.com
Åpningstider: man.- torsd. 12-19, fre.- søn. 12-17
Gudstjenester:
Formiddagsgudstjenesten og Søndagsskole i New York:
hver sønd kl. 11, m/ kirkekaffe i etterkant. Hver første søndag i måneden
erstattes gudstjenesten med Familiegudstjeneste kl. 14. Aktiviteter for
barna kl. 13. Washington DC: Hver 2. søndag i måneden kl 15 (sept.- juni)
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 7730 Bradley Blvd ( 7 Locks Rd. og Bradley
Blvd.) i Bethesda, MD. Philadelphia: Hver 3. sønd. i måneden kl. 16 (febapril, okt-des): “Gloria Dei” - Old Swedes Church, Delaware Ave/Christian St.
Skjærtorsdag Gudstjeneste og kveldsmåltid: 9. april kl. 19
GudstJeneste Langfredag: 10. apr. kl . 19 Påskedag: 12.apr. kl . 11
What’s Happening:

Business Lunch: We offer a delicious “smorgossbord”, a Norwegian “hot
meal” & dessert. Only $22! Next Date: 6. mai, Noon - 2 p.m.
LunsjSuppe: Vi serverer nydelig suppe. Pris: $10. 15. april, kl 12:00 -14:00
Risgrøt: hver lørdag kl 13:00 - 16:00, Pris: $5. Velkommen innom!
Småbarnstreff: Hyggestund for foreldre og barn. 16. april, kl 10:30
“Nattklubben”: Vi samles 30. april og 28. mai kl. 19
Ung i New York: Søndag 12. april og 10. mai kl. 19.00
Klassisk matiné-konsert: m/ fløytisten Indra Ozola
& venner ,19. april kl. 13.00.
BOOK Representations with Jan Kjærstad:
The renowned Norwegian author, who received the
Nordic Prize for Literature in 2001, will talk about his book
“The Conqueror”, Tues. April 28 at 7:30 p.m.
Trygve Lie Gallery:

Weekly Wisdom

www.trygveliegallery.com

"Sisters" - Anki King Paintings and drawings:
King’s solo exhibition “Sisters” is focused on images
collected from her childhood; consciously and unconsciously registered situations retold in intimate paintings.
The exhibition will be on display until April 26, 2009.
"Kaleidoscope" - Paintings by Harald Schioldborg Jr.:
Opening Reception, May 7, 6-8 pm. Admission is free and open to the public.

W R I T E R • PA S T O R • S P E A K E R

“The Road to Your Place”
(Continued from March 13)
A study was made at Grace Hospital in
New Haven, Conn., some years ago to try
to determine ideal therapeutic surroundings
for people who suffer with emotional and
mental problems. They discovered there is
no such thing. Some people recover faster
in the shared intimacy of the dormitory,
where there is a sense of community. Others
are threatened by that lifestyle and need a
private room and freedom to come and go
at will, to choose to be part of a group or
to retreat.
Winston Churchill said, “We shape our
buildings and thereafter they shape us.”
We erect a building—a church, an office
building, a new home—and we are molded
by that structure, its form and its ambience.
What a ministry architects have! Before
they design your house, it’s imperative that
they spend time with you to get to know
something about you and the environment
you want to create to be the person you
want to be.
Marion Diamond is a professor at the
University of California at Berkeley. She
has done a study of rats proving that the
design of their cage can increase physical
brain growth. If you put rats in an ideal
environment with plenty of space, lots of
diversions, and companionship, measurable,
discernible brain growth takes place even
into old age. Other rats on the same diet but
with crowded conditions, no stimulation,
and no company do not experience this
brain growth. The conclusion is that
environment is a factor in brain growth for
rats, and, who knows, it might be for human
beings as well.
There have been studies done recently
on the effect on humans of light and
sunshine. Deprived of a sufficient amount
of these, the hormone melatonin increases,
resulting in depression in certain people.
I recently met a man on a plane who has
moved with his wife to Seattle a year ago.
“We’re moving out,” he said. “She’s going
bananas with all this rain.” Perhaps her
problem is increased melatonin, as studies

SOlie

suggest. At any rate, it appears that some
people can benefit from locating in an area
where they get more light and sunshine.
What kind of ambience do you need
to feel God’s presence? I have friends who
tell me God speaks most clearly while
they’re jogging. I think, for a lot of people,
some sort of physical exertion—walking,
biking, sailing, swimming, or whatever—
heightens their awareness of God. Others
need a quiet relaxed activity to feel open
to God—gardening, sewing, sitting in a hot
tub. The important thing is to discover the
place where God has access to you. It may
be unlike anyone else’s place.
Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place
for you” (John 14:2 RSV), but by faith
we can prepare one now for ourselves—a
place that reflects our uniqueness, and that
is conductive to communing with God.
Some people seem to find that “right place”
intuitively. When our singles pastor joined
the staff, he had to start house hunting. His
wife, Eileen, said, “I’m looking for the right
place.” The first time she saw a certain old,
blue Victorian house, she said, “This is it.”
Ambience and architecture are
important, but the right place can have a great
deal to do with relationships and lifestyles
and even philosophical compatibility. A
Shanghai newspaper ran a story about a
soon-to-graduate medical student who
drowned saving an elderly peasant who had
fallen into a canal. The story appeared on
the front page and prompted 1,600 indignant
letters. The bottom line of all of them was
this: What a waste! With all the money the
state has spent to train this student, why
would he throw his life away to save some
old peasant? Personally, I would hate to live
in a place where life is measured in those
terms. Whatever our flaws here in America,
we are united in our admiration for those
capable of bravery and self-sacrifice.
This excerpt has been reprinted from
Larson’s book “Faith for the Journey,”
with permission from the author.

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

Our Funeral HOme's reputatiOn is Based On
Family service, nOt a stOck market index!
Large corporations have worked their way into the funeral industry and taken the
intimacy and integrity out of funeral service by making it “a profit driven” business.
At Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, we have earned our reputation in the community
by providing quality, caring service for over 150 years. Our pledge to you and your
family is to keep our locally owned status and continue the highest
quality service possible. We have all your best interests at heart.

Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, Inc
5310 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11220

Tel: (718) 435-2276 • Fax: (718) 435-5137
We are the only Scandinavian Funeral Home left in the Tri-State Area
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Arts and Entertainment
Book Review
Treasure Island, Florida
2-Bedroom beachfront condo
“The search for Odin”
Vacation Rental on the Gulf of Mexico
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Amazing sunsets
& dolphin viewing
from 3rd floor corner
balcony

Large pool, jacuzzi &
tennis courts on site
with golfing, hiking &
fishing nearby

Beautiful interior
features: stainless steel
appliances, 3 flat-screen
TVs, washer and dryer,
and amazing views

Museums and Art Galleries in St. Petersberg, only 10 minutes away

To see photos and for more info visit: www.arnt.us
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Edmonds, Washington
Available May 4th – August 3rd

Very Spacious: One Bedroom, One Bath
Fully Furnished • Everything Included
Adults Only • No Smoking • No Pets
Call Kerstin (206) 542 7179

“Jeg snakker Norsk!”

Anne Marie Steiner, GRI

HOME
,
.
realty

inc

(206) 782-7406
24 hour pager:

(206) 977-2193

12055 15th Avenue NE Seattle, WA 98125
Dedicated & Professional Service
Please call me for your Residential and Commerical
Real Estate needs

Thor jager Odin
Thor chasing Odin

Original Norwegian by Matti Riesto

English translation by: Barbara Irgens, Joan
Melcher, Marion Sjoboen, Torolf Torgersen and
Roar Irgens

Thor Heyerdahl has again put his neck
on the chopping block. He published in book
form his evidence that Odin who was a king
by the Black Sea, took his people with him
to the North.
The book “The Search for Odin”
is written together with the Swedish
cartographer Per Lilliestrøm. In this book
Heyerdahl reviews remarkable historic
sources and presents the results of excavations
in Russia. Many will criticize the book for
not being written coherently. But this is
still a puzzle, says Heyerdahl. He is used
to being on academics’ chopping block and
doesn’t expect that the book will convince
his critics. “One cannot gather contributions
from so many researchers without finding
some details to pick on. We need specialists
in science, but they loose the general view,
and when we enter their turf, they search for
small errors.”
Kongen Odin
Heyerdahl came upon the trail of the new
Odin theory when he was made aware that
rock carvings in South Russia were similar
to the ones found in Norway, and at the
same time, he became involved with Islandic
scientists regarding studies of Snorre.
“It struck me that Snorre strongly
emphasized the difference between Thor,
who is referred to as a god up in the skies, and
Odin who is named as a king. And the place
names that Snorre used was in agreement
with the old Greek place names around the
Black Sea.” When Heyerdahl found this out,
he decided to “put Snorre on trial,” as he said.
An archeological digging was started in the
town of Asov, exactly where Snorre writes
that Odin was settled. It lies near the river
Don, which previously was called Tanais,
and which Snorre calls Tanakvisl.
Æsene’s Asov
Heyerdahl believes the place name
“Asov”may be traced back to Æsene’s tribe,

Photo: Gunnar Berven

For Thor Heyerdahl it was more important to
keep finding and asking new questions and not
always to assert full answers. Call it curiosity if
you will. Call it humility. Call it belief, hope or
desire. In Thor Heyerdahl’s world, his thoughts
knew no boundaries, much like the great oceans
he crossed.

place of worship, or castle, and he thinks that
the excavations support Snorre.
“We have found graves of kings,
broaches and belt buckles which are
completely identical with a kind that is found
in Gotland (Sweden).” In Norway, Æsene
links to Norse Gods, but in Southern Russia
they are historical concepts.
Heyerdahl is of the opinion that the
excavations show that Odin was really a
historic person, a king by the Black Sea who
took his people with him to the North when
the Romans invaded the region.
Heyerdahl believes that when Odin
came to Sweden, he impressed the rulers
there with all his power and by saying that
he came from the country of the Gods, he
was given land.
As with most of Heyerdahl’s theories,
this one also is based on an opinion that
there had been more contact between earlier
cultures than one has previously thought.
According to older Russian sources, Russia
was established about A.D. 860, by three
brothers called the Varanger Brothers. The
Norwegian Varanger peninsula must have
been known in Russia.
Where the name “Odin” comes from,
Heyerdahl doesn’t know for sure, but he has
a theory; people we have spoken with on
the streets in Russia say that the name is put
together from the words for fire, worship and
religion. The excavations show also a clear
sign of fire worship.

NordicSaga
SagaTours
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Norway
Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please.
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In Your Neighborhood

Aide in Afghanistan
The situation in
Afghanistan is an
important focus in
the United Nations
Security Council
Else Hvistendahl
New York, N.Y.

Norway plays an important part in
sending troops and supplies to Afghanistan.
When the situation in Afghanistan recently
was headlined at the U.N. Security Council,
Norway’s U.N. ambassador H.E. Morten
Wetland spoke.
The
United
Nations
Special
Representative for Afghanistan is Norwegian
diplomat Kai Eide, also an indication of
respect.
“Mr. President, the situation in
Afghanistan must be judged against the
depth from which that country is emerging.
Norway remains fully committed to
rebuilding Afghanistan, honoring our
commitments made at the Paris Conference
last year. There, Norway pledged some USD
$650 million for the time period covered by
the Afghan National Development Strategy.
More than 600 Norwegian men and women
in uniform help bring security to the people
of Afghanistan, and train the Afghan
National Army. No other country receives
more development assistance from Norway.
No other country is seeing more Norwegian
military and development personnel. This
is the measure of our commitment to
Afghanistan.”
The ambassador continued, “We thank
Special Representative Kai Eide for his
leadership. The Secretary-General’s report
presents a precise picture of the many
challenges facing us. We share the concern
that the Taliban is destabilizing previously
stable areas and is showing increasing
disregard for civilian lives. But we must
look beyond the horrific incidents of violence
to see the long-term achievements that form
the building blocks of a better Afghanistan:
Afghan security forces—trained by their
international partners—have increased their
reach, poppy production has been curbed in
many parts of the country, and government
and donors are working together to energize
the agricultural sector.
“Firstly, elections—free and fair
elections on August 22. The next six months
will test Afghan democracy. Well over
four million voters were registered earlier
this year; 1.6 million of these new voters
are women. They come in addition to the
nearly 12 million voters already registered.
Some argue that Afghanistan is not ready
for democracy. The more than four million
Afghans who recently registered clearly
think that Afghanistan is ready, and that they
should have their say. There must be no doubt
in the mind of any Afghan that elections will

UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe

Kai Eide, Special Representative of the SecretaryGeneral for Afghanistan and Head of the United
Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA).

be held, as scheduled by the Independent
Election Committee. Norway supports the
election process with 12 million U.S.D.
through UNDP. Freedom of expression,
media and assembly must be guaranteed to
ensure free and fair elections.
“Secondly, the situation of women
overall in Afghanistan has taken a worrying
turn for the worse. We remember the story
of Latefa who had acid thrown in her face
while on her way to school, but who said that
the attack would not stop her from learning.
The most senior policewoman in Kandahar
was killed before she could become a role
model to many young girls. Women’s rights
are enshrined in the Afghan Constitution, but
it takes political leadership to protect those
rights. And the men of Afghanistan must
change their mindsets. They must understand
that their children are losing opportunity
growing up with illiterate mothers. Poor
countries remain poor when they repress
women, and Afghanistan will not succeed
without active participation by its women.
“Thirdly, I recently searched for the
website of the Afghan National Development
Strategy. What I found was a page telling me
that the site was under construction. Nearly
a year after the Paris Conference, this still
seems true for the whole strategy. Both we,
the donors, and the Afghan government still
need to work harder to fulfill our pledges
from Paris. We must explain what we are
doing and let ourselves be coordinated. The
Afghan government must fulfill its pledge to
fight corruption and narcotics.
“The coordinating role of the United
Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan
is central to our efforts in Afghanistan.
UNAMA will play a crucial role in supporting
the elections ahead of us. We welcome
the extension of UNAMA’s mandate, and
we pay tribute to the men and women of
UNAMA and will continue to support their
vital mission.
“Thank you, Mr. President,” concluded
Norway’s representative.

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com

Romancing the …
(…continued from page 9)

for a heavy metal rock band paid the bills,
but he confessed American jazz remained his
passion.
Our climb to the Flatbrehytta spanned
a generous three hours. We stopped on
occasion, affording me a chance to catch my
breath while the young and vibrant took in
the views. Up top, we lunched al fresco on
bread, cheese, and hard salami, purchased
from the butikk in Mundal. Jørgen heated
water for coffee and chocolate, served to us
in white and blue porcelain mugs.
As we lolled in the warm and abundant
sun, our glacier guide regaled us with
Fjærland lore. He pointed to “German” Peak,
named for the wistful enemy soldier billeted
here in the Nazi occupation. Overwhelmed
by the incomparable splendor of these
mountains, he leapt to his untimely death.
Jørgen’s grin invited speculation, and our
visit to the Norwegian Resistance Museum
in Oslo a few days earlier confirmed, in our
minds, foul play afoot.
Hytter rise from the craggy scarp above
the Flatbreen glacier. Anders Øygard built the
first in 1954. Ten years later, with a helicopter
to transport materials, a second, larger hytta
was constructed adjacent the original. The
Flatbrehytta has played host to international
scientific conferences and counts among
its more notable guests, Norway’s Queen
Sonja.
Though an afternoon nap would
excite little disagreement on my part, Alex
reminded me we had come to scale the ice.
Emerging from the hytta, Jørgen set about
distributing helmets, crampons, and ice
axes to his charges. A short hike over the
rocky moraine put us on the glacier, ready to
receive instruction.
Our trek took us over frozen hummocks
and through crevasses to the very edge of
the glacier—the Supphellebre ice fall—
where rifts widened and jagged slabs hung
precariously, set to topple to the valley
below. Too soon it was over. We’d spent two
hours on the Flatbreen, time enough merely
to tease our senses.
At the hytta, we bid Jørgen “takk og
farvel” and began the steep descent to the

Photo: Erik Sakariassen

Fitted with crampons and a decades-old ice axe,
Alex Sakariassen waits for his glacier tour outside
the Flatbrehytta at the edge of Jostedalsbreen.
The hytta, built by local glacier mountaineer
Anders Øygard, has stood 1,000 meters above the
Fjærlandsfjord since 1954.

Øygard farm. Our French companions
gave us a lift to our hotel. Their journey to
Jostedalsbreen had only just begun.
In the morning, we would board a ferry
back to Balestrand and a connecting express
boat to the city of Bergen on the North Sea
coast.
But this evening, in the Hotel Mundal,
we retired to the parlor to take after-dinner
coffee, relaxing and recalling the day’s grand
adventures. Afterward, in the music room,
I sat down at the piano and played what
I could remember of Debussy, “Claire de
Lune,” while the girls, in the library, laughed
and shot billiards, and Alex, on the veranda,
read a book about Stanley in Africa.

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care
Serving individuals and corporations
Call me or visit my website:

www.obergltc.com
(206)362-5913

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155

The Commonweal Theatre Company
presents the 12th Annual

IBSEN
FESTIVAL
The International Ibsen Scholarship winning
Commonweal Theatre offers a weekend of
Scandinavian theatre, art, music and dance.
Featuring the opening of Hedda Gabler!

www.ibsenfest.org 800.657.7025 Lanesboro, MN
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Norwegian Heritage
Now is the time to book your

Dream Cruise VaCation
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Call or email us for the best offers
to any destination of your dreams

!
Ava il a ble

7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Fax: (718) 238-3604 • Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free (800) 822-5838

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

Scandinavian owned & operated

1.80 0 .87 0 . 7 6 8 8
Prices from

FOR The love of cod …

NOK 2492 (~$350)/week
NOK 4634 (~$650)/2 weeks

(…continued from page 1)

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com • www.VikingCarClub.com

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Big Dreams

From Karmøy to Hawaii

The Kaare Ness Story

Now available on DVD from the Norwegian American Foundation
Classic Documentary Collection
Call (206) 441-3129 for more information.

DRIVERS-OWNERS OPERATORS:
We pay for your fuel, licensing, Ins. Road taxes & More!!!
CDL-A 2 yrs. Exp. Fluent English! (800) 890-1164

Scandinavian American Music for all Occasions

Ellen Lindstrom
& Company

Photo: Anne Abrahamsen

Morten Bilet (left) took “Fiske Prøven” (the fish test) and Abel Abrahamsen (right).

Please call:
(718) 680-8361 or
(917) 968-2926
Proud to bring you the
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had been flown in from Lofoten, Norway,
together with cod roe, liver and extra cod
heads, the latter being a very special delicacy,
especially their eyes that constantly stared
at the joyous guests. The menu included
codsteaks with peeled potatoes, delightful
red carrots, and delicious melted butter with
parsley, numerous bottles of an excellent red
wine, and accompanied by festive flower
arrangements and white tablecloths.
Several congratulatory cables were read
aloud by Abel Abrahamsen, the keynote
speaker and the only remaining founder of
this club. The highlight of this evening was
undoubtedly the good luck wishes expressed
by His Majesty King Harald, who was paid
homage by a standing ovation toast by the
members present. Both serious and humorous
greetings arrived from the two Torskeklubber
in Houston, Texas, and Minneapolis, Minn.
As far as it is known, there are seven
vibrant Torskeklubber in the United States.
Some have a huge membership; however,
Torskeklubben New York believes more in
the quality than the quantity of members,
and has therefore preferred to remain a small,
exclusive Torskeklubb with strict provisions
for membership.
Egil Budde, Asker, retired airfreight
manager from SAS, the faithful cod
enthusiast who once a year helps supply
Torskeklubben New York with the desired
quantity of Lofotenskrei, sent a nearly milelong torskegreeting, ending in the words,
“Torskeelskere, elsk i kveld (Cod lovers, love
tonight)!”
It caught everyone’s attention when the
good wishes from the Nestors, optometrist
Knut Holm (retired), and former Consul
General Bjarne Grindem from Torskeklubben
New York’s Southern chapter in Florida,
were announced.
In Abel’s speech about the history of
Torskeklubben New York, Knut Holm, as
one of the original 12 members in 1974, had
also at the same time spent days designing
a unique clothes hanger, scientifically

researched and selected from one of
Brooklyn’s top dry-cleaning stores. This
fishing pole, due to regular wear and tear,
had over time decreased in size from five
feet to only one foot long, but was still going
strong and was now to be used in the eagerly
awaited difficult codfish test, which would
prove that if a candidate for membership
passes this test, only then will he become a
full-fledged member of Torskeklubben.
The candidate for this evening’s test
was Morten Bilet, wearing the traditional
Southwester rainhat, and he was handed
the famous fishpole by the Minister of
Fisheries, Abel Abrahamsen. Abrahamsen
instructed Morten about the proper rules for
this test, which involved Morten fishing for
Torskeklubben’s emblem bearing his name,
and placed on a genuine Lofoten dinner plate
to be picked up by Morten’s fish pole.
The timekeepers gave Morten the start
signal, and Morten tried and tried and tried
to get the fish hook into the silver-plated
emblem, with a safety pin on the back, while
the onlookers encouraged him with yells of
their good advice on how to fish correctly.
He finally was able to lift the emblem from
the plate. (The time used is a secret).
The enthusiastic crowd cheered
uncontrollably while Abel pinned the welldeserved emblem on Morten’s left lapel on
his tuxedo, and declared him a full (absolutely
full) member. Morten gave a well-prepared
and rehearsed acceptance speech (a la
Obama, but without a prompter), followed
by kransekake and cognac and dancing into
the wee hours of the morning.
News about Knut Holm’s intriguing
fishing pole: since its inception 35 years ago,
it has created great interest and demands
from museum circles on both sides of the
Atlantic. Torskeklubben’s answer, however,
has always been a firm no. The fishing pole
will never been for sale—not even for rent.
Such a triumph of design, inspired by the
delicious-tasting Norwegian cod, happens
only once in a lifetime and must therefore be
thoroughly guarded with tender, loving care,
so that future generations of cod lovers will
be able to partake in Torskeklubben New
York’s good fortune.

Full Service Agency With Experienced
Norwegian Speaking Consultants!
Our daily specials and regularly updated
information will help you make wise travel
decisions in a constantly changing world!

Specials to Scandinavia
Europe & the Caribbean

Call us for details!
Verrazano Travel & Leisure
(718) 979-6641
inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com
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Education

Events on Norway.com
For more information on these and other events visit us at:
www.norway.com/calendar.asp
Does your organization have an event coming up?
Would you like to have it added to our events calendar?

Send an email to Christy at christy@norway.com or give us a call at 1(800) 305-0217.

California

A Don’t Hug Me County Fair
Now through May 2!
North Hollywood, Calif.
It’s county fair time in Bunyan Bay,
Minn., which means one thing: The Miss
Walleye Queen Competition. Visit www.
adonthugmecountyfair.com or call (818)
700-4878 for more info.
Knut Hamsun Celebration
April 19
San Francisco, Calif.
Join the Norse Federation and the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in San Francisco
for a celebration of Knut Hamsun. It is
150 years since the winner of Nobel Prize
in Literature was born in Lom, Norway.
Nordmanns-Forbundet/The Norse Federation will take part in the celebrations.
Welcome to join us. – There will be a donation of $ 5.00 towards refreshments.
Norway Day Festival
May 2-3
San Francisco, Calif.
Join us for the 17th annual Norway Day
Festival! Norway Day is the largest Norwegian festival in the United States. This
year’s theme is “Thinking Globally ...
Acting Locally.” Please join us for a funfilled weekend of exhibits, music, food,
and more! Visit online at www.norwayday.org

Minnesota

12th Annual Ibsen Festival
April 17-19
Lanesboro, Minn.
Commonweal Theatre announces its 12th
Annual Ibsen Festival April 17-19, 2009
in downtown Lanesboro. Named for the
acclaimed “Father of Modern Drama,”
the Festival is a celebration of Scandinavian theatre, visual art, music and dance,
featuring over thirty different events and
activities. To reserve tickets, or for a complete list of Festival events, call 1-800657-7025 or visit www.ibsenfest.org.
Bright Norwegian Art...and Spring!
April 19
St. Paul, Minn.
A chicken dinner will be held at 12:30
p.m. at Luther Seminary, Olson Campus
Center. Admission: $10 per person. Following the dinner, Dr. Mary Jo Thorsheim,
Norway Art will make a presentation entitled: Bright Norwegian Art...and Spring.
For more information, contact Marie Hard
at (651) 644-8132.

New York

Tribeca Invites Three Norwegian Films
April 22-May 3
New York, N.Y.
Three Norwegian films will be shown
at the 8th annual Tribeca film festival in
New York: “NORD” (written by Erlend
Loe, directed by Rune Denstad Langlo,
and produced by Sigve Endresen and
Brede Hovland), “YODOK Stories” (produced by Torstein Grude), and “Destruc-

tion Workers” (by Kajsa Næss). To learn
more, visit www.norway.org.
Piano concert by Geir Henning
Braaten
April 10
Beacon, N.Y.
Geir Henning Braaten presents a piano
concert, sponsored by the Howland
Cultural Center and the Edvard Grieg
Society. The program includes works
celebrating Joseph Hayden and Felix
Mendelsohn and featuring favorite Grieg
works. Admission: $15. The Howland
Cultural Center is a Norwegian Gothic
building based on designs by architect
Christian Thams. For more information,
call the Howland Cultural Center at (845)
831-4988.

Ohio

Tempest Concert at Winchester Tavern
April 21
Lakewood, Ohio
Join the Ohio Norsemen for a concert
featuring Lief Sorbye, hailing from Oslo,
Norway, with his band, Tempest! Tempest
will be playing at The Winchester Tavern
and Music Hall on April 21st at 8 p.m.
www.Tempestmusic.com.

TEXAS

Per Brevig conducts “The Clarity of
Copland - A Love for the Land”
April 25
Copeland, Texas
“The Clarity of Copland – A Love for the
Land,” a concert with music by Copland
conducted by Per Brevig with East Texas
Symphony Orchestra, and photochoreography by James Westwater. Concert at the
Cowan Fine & Performing Arts Center,
UT Tyler, Texas. For information and tickets, please call (903) 526 ETSO or visit
www.etso.org

Virginia

Exhibit for “61˚ 10’ 00” North Latitude:
Encounters and Memories”
Through April 19
Montpelier, Va.
Resulting from their trips to Norway in
2005 and 2007, five artists from Virginia will display images in oil, watercolor,
charcoal and textiles at the Montpelier
Center for Arts and Education. For more
information, visit www.norway.org.

WISCONSIN

Third Annual Benefit Dinner and
Program
April 19
Madison, Wisc.
The Norwegian American Genealogical
Center, Madison, invites everyone to attend the gala benefit dinner. The evening
will include dinner, vendor display, social
hour, raffle, and a program by Dr. A. Erik
Gundersen. For reservations, call (608)
255-2224 or genealogy@nagc.org.

International Ibsen Scholarship 2009
NOK 1,000,000 in scholarship to be
awarded this year. Deadline: May 1
SPECIAL RELEASE
In 2009, the International Ibsen
Scholarships will be awarded for the second
time since they were inaugurated. The
scholarships are meant to act as incentives for
critical discourse in regards to existential and
society-related subject matters concerning
Henrik Ibsen.
The International Ibsen Scholarships
were established by the Norwegian parliament
in relation to the central government budget
for the fiscal year of 2007. The Ministry of
Culture and Church Affairs administers the
funds, while the Skien municipality carries
out the administrative support functions for
the scholarships and the review panel.
The scholarships are awarded in
agreement with a professional review panel,
which consists of three people. Presentation

Abel prize awarded
(…continued from page 1)

…

attention of great mathematicians through the
centuries, but has undergone a revolutionary
change in the last 50 years. Gromov has led
some of the most important developments,
producing profoundly original general ideas
which have resulted in new perspectives on
geometry and other areas of mathematics.
The Abel Committee says: “Mikhail
Gromov is always in pursuit of new questions
and is constantly thinking of new ideas for
solutions to old problems. He has produced
deep and original work throughout his career
and remains remarkably creative. The work
of Gromov will continue to be a source of
inspiration for many future mathematical
discoveries”.
Mikhail Leonidovich Gromov was born
on Dec. 23, 1943 in Boksitogorsk, USSR.
He obtained his Masters degree (1965),
his Doctorate (1969) and his Post-doctoral
Thesis (1973) from Leningrad University
where he also was Assistant Professor from
1967 to 1974.
Since 1982, Gromov has held a position
as Permanent Professor at the Institut

Norway Contribute
(…continued from page 1)

…

also for Norway’s neighboring countries, for
instance Iceland and Latvia. The profound
international crisis calls for an IMF with
adequate lending capacity. It is natural for
Norway, who has considerable international
reserves, to contribute to this end,” says
finance minister Kristin Halvorsen.
“Norway’s offer has a scope of up to
NOK 30 billion,” Halvorsen says.
The resource situation in the international
finance institutions were among the main
topics of the G20 Leaders Summit in London
on April 2. The need to secure lending
capacity of the IMF is especially attracting
attention.
The Managing Director of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
Mr. Dominique Strauss-Kahn, made the
following statement:
“I welcome the announcement by
Finance Minister Kristin Halvorsen that

of the scholarships will be staged in Skien
on Sept. 11, and coincides with the Skien
International Ibsen Conference.
In total, scholarship funds amount to
NOK 1,000,000. The application deadline is
May 1.
For more information, please visit
Ibsenawards.com.
“Ibsen never gave up. He continued
to the end to write, searching for that
something more, that could give sense to
everything – and to himself. Ibsen didn’t try
to change the world, to rectify its evils. He
tried to discover why even the worst of life
is worth saving. And to find the stories and
the situations through which to make this—
affirmation.” Peter Brook © 2008 Winner of
the International Ibsen Award 2008.

des Hautes Études Scientifiques, Buressur-Yvette, France. IHÉS is an institute
for advanced research in mathematics,
theoretical physics and other related scientific
fields. He has been a French citizen since
1992. Mikhail L. Gromov is currently also
Jay Gould Professor of Mathematics at the
Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences,
New York University.
Mikhail L. Gromov has received many
distinguished international awards, including
the Kyoto Prize in Basic Sciences (2002), the
Balzan Prize (1999), the Leroy P. Steele Prize
(1997), the Lobatchewski Medal (1997) and
the Wolf Prize (1993). He is a foreign member
of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences
and of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and a member of l’Académie
française de Sciences.
The Niels Henrik Abel Memorial
Fund was established in 2002 to award the
Abel Prize for outstanding scientific work in
the field of mathematics. The prize is awarded
by the Norwegian Academy of Science and
Letters, and the choice of Abel Laureate is
based on the recommendation by the Abel
Committee consisting of five internationally
recognized mathematicians.

Norway’s Ministry of Finance and Norges
Bank (central bank) are exploring a possible
Norwegian contribution of up to NOK 30
billion (about USD $4.5 billion) of financial
resources to the IMF to ensure that the Fund
is capable of meeting the borrowing needs of
its member countries that might arise in the
current crisis.
“I look forward, as Minister Halvorsen
has proposed, to discussing soon the final
size and form of support from Norway that
would be best suited to strengthening the
IMF’s financial resources.
“Norway’s additional financial support
to the IMF would contribute to strengthening
the multilateral response to the economic
crisis. In making this announcement,
Norway is adding to the important steps
already made by the European Union and the
Government of Japan toward stabilizing the
global financial system during this period of
unprecedented stress.”
“We hope that other countries may now
provide their own support to our efforts to
restore stability to the global economy.”
Proud to bring you the
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Nordic Imports

LLC

now offering

Products
Bread mixes • Cake mixes • Berry Preserves
Healthy, preservative-free
& low in sugar
Enjoy Home Baked Oatmeal,
Whole-Grain & Sunflower Breads
By Just Adding Water

Cake
elicious

D

Mixes

Raspberry,
Strawberry,
Blueberry &
Cloudberry jams

For more information, visit our website:

www.nordicimports.com
Elisabeth@nordicimports.com

•

860-693-3773

(between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. EST)

May 2nd & 3rd, 2009
Fort Mason, San Francisco
Food, Music, Children’s activities,
travel exhibits, and much more ...
For more details :
www.NorwayDay.org

There’s no place like

Norse Home . . .

A neighborhood landmark built to serve the community.

a retirement community with heart!
Norse Home offers spectacular views of the Olympic Mountains,
Puget Sound and overlooks Ballard and the Woodland Park Zoo.
Enjoy a warm drink in the Bistro with your friends, take advantage of
carefree living, and be served by a caring and committed staff.
Call today for a tour and lunch will be on us! (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.com • 5311 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

