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Online News
Dateline Oslo
Norwegian Red Cross
donates water treatment
plant to Holguin

The Norwegian Red Cross
has recently dontated a
water treatment plant to the
eastern Cuban province of
Holguin, to be used in cases
of natural disasters caused by
earthquakes and hurricanes.

Polar bears’ plight subject
of closed-door talks
Northern nations trying
to find ways to protect the
world’s polar bears in a
warming climate resolved
Tuesday to hold their talks
behind closed doors—despite
Norway’s objections.

Norway’s new corp. debt
fund says ready to invest
Norway’s new NOK 50
billion (USD $7.44 billion)
corporate debt fund is read
to make its first investments
and will build up a portfolio
over the coming year,
the social insurance fund
Folketrygdfondet said on
Wednesday.

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115 Tel (800) 305-0217 • www.norway.com

Norwegian government officials step in and head to Moscow to help
resolve a legal battle between Telenor and the Alfa Group
Special Release

Norwegian American Weekly

In an attempt to help settle the
legal battle between Telenor and
the Alfa Group, Norway’s foreign
minister, Jonas Gahr Støre traveled
to Moscow, March 24 to meet with
Russia’s foreign minister, Sergei
Lavrov.
Norway’s industry minister has
said the Telenor matter has become
the top bilateral issue between Oslo
and Moscow.
“It’s an important issue.
Minister Støre brought it up in talks
with Lavrov,” a foreign ministry
spokesman said. “From what
we can tell, this issue is indeed

CONTINUES PAGE 6
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At a press conference earlier this month, the Norwegian Trade Minister Sylvia Brustad said, “I am very disappointed to
receive the news that an arrest has been made in Telenor’s shares in VimpelCom. This is a demanding situation. This is in
our view currently the most pressing issue in Norway’s bilateral relationship with Russia.”

Svindal wins World Cup Meeting Bjørn Dæhlie
Norway saw victory in what started
as a tight race between Svindal and
Austria’s Benjamin Raich

Norway’s national power grid
operator Statnett has asked
the government for a NOK 2.7
billion (USD $400.2 million)
injection of fresh capital to
help cover grid investments,
the company said on March
18.
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Sticky situation for Telenor

Norway power grid asks
for $400 million in capital
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It’s smooth sailing for Aksel Lund Svindal as he glides to the Finish Line, winning
first place in the Alpine Skiing World Cup.

Special Release

Norway’s Aksel Lund Svindal
won the World Cup overall title
for the second time when his sole
remaining rival, Benjamin Raich of
Austria, dramatically crashed out

of the first leg of the closing slalom
run in Are, Sweden.
Svindal had led by a meager
two points going into the final race
of the World Cup finals, but Raich

CONTINUES PAGE 5

Dæhlie supports special cause at Birkie
Cherie Morgan

Special to Norwegian American Weekly

Skiers, spectators and race
organizers of the 2009 American
Birkebeiner had the opportunity
to meet Norwegian skiing legend,
Bjørn Dæhlie, as he attended the
event to support Birkie Skiers for
Cures.
“This year our Birkie Skiers
for Cures program supported the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
and their research efforts,” said
Ned Zuelsdorff, Executive Director
of the American Birkebeiner Ski
Foundation. Bjørn’s mother suffers
from multiple sclerosis and it is a
cause he is very passionate about
supporting.”
“He was very friendly, easy
to talk to and willing to help raise
funds,” said Zuelsdorff. “His
generosity and gracious attitude
offered hundreds if not thousands
of skiers and spectators the
opportunity to meet the legend.”
Top donors and fundraisers
earned the right to Ski with Bjorn,

Photo courtesy of American Birkebeiner.

American Gus Kaeding (Bib 342) and
Norwegian Bjørn Dæhlie (Bib 300)
sprint to the finish of the 2009 Birkie
54K Classic.

others met him at poster and photo
signings at the Birkie Expo or area
ski shops. There were also dinners
and social opportunities where
many where lucky enough to hear

CONTINUES PAGE 13
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Norge - Uken som gikk
Nytt på Nett

Trekker ikke soldater ut

I forrige uke vedtok landsmøtet i Sosialistisk Venstreparti at en norsk
tilbaketrekning fra Afghanistan skal
være et viktig spørsmål for partiet ved
eventuelle regjeringsforhandlinger etter valget. Jonas Gahr Støre slo fast at
Norges engasjement i Afghanistan vil
vare og at det ikke kan datostemples.
Utenriksministerens svar kom i en tale
i Oslo Militære Samfund 23. mars i
forbindelse med at NATO fyller 60 år
neste uke. Støre understreket at Norge
gir bred støtte til FN.

Trakk seg fra konferanse

Den Norske Nobelkomité deltok ikke
på en norskstøttet fredskonferanse i
Johannesburg, Sør-Afrika 27. mars,
fordi Dalai Lama var nektet visum til
landet. Nobelinstituttets direktør Geir
Lundestad og tidligere komitéleder
Ole Danbolt Mjøs skulle etter planen
representere komiteen på konferansen.
Dalai Lama, som fikk Nobels fredspris
i 1989, skulle ha deltatt på konferansen sammen med fredsprisvinnerne
Desmond Tutu, Martti Ahtisaari og
Frederik Willem de Klerk.

– Vårløsning i amerikansk klimapolitikk
Miljøminister Erik Solheim gleder seg
stort over USAs nye miljøpolitikk.
– En vårløsning i klimaspørsmål etter
åtte år med Bush-styre, sier han til NTB
etter han møtte amerikanske klimapolitikere.
Solheim besøkte Washington D.C.
12. mars. I D.C. hadde han møte med
flere framstående medlemmer av president Barack Obamas administrasjon
som jobber med klimaspørsmål. Blant
dem Todd Stern, president Obamas spesialutsending i klimasaker, og Lisa Jackson, leder for Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). Men selv om det er et
regimeskifte i klimapolitikken, fikk ikke
Solheim noen konkrete tall på hvor mye
USA vil redusere sine utslipp av klimagasser melder NTB.
Byrdefordeling
– Amerikanerne oppgir ingen presise
tall, og vi skal være klar over at de vil
ikke komme med nøyaktig det samme
som Europa. Det viktigste er at de kommer med en rimelig byrdefordeling, gitt
historiske og andre forskjeller, sa Sol-

Nordisk løft i Afghanistan

En fersk rapport fra Norad legger
grunnlaget for en felles nordisk bistandsgigant i Afghanistan. De nordiske landene donerer allerede over én
milliard til Afghanistan, men nå vil de
samle kreftene, blant annet gjennom et
forslag om én felles ambassade i Kabul.

Vil forby au pairer

LO krever at norske myndigheter må
skjerpe kontrollen med au pair-ordningen eller avskaffe den helt. Norske familier utnytter au pairer til alt
fra hushjelp og dagmamma til rene
slavearbeidere. Organisasjonen får
stadig henvendelser fra au pairer som
benyttes som billig arbeidskraft.

Erik Solheim er fornøyd med siste besøket til Washington D.C. Foto: Bjørn H. Stuedal / Regjeringen.

English Synopsis: On March 12, Minister of Environment and International Development, Erik Solheim, visited Washington D.C. He met with President Obama’s
administration that works with climate issues. He was enthusiastic about the visit,
and told NTB that the Obama administration was very interested in hearing what
Norway had to propose. The administration was also interested in learning more
about Norway’s Rainforest Program and the Crude Oil Refinery at Mongstad.

Hydro forlater Paris etter 100 år

Trippeldrap i Tromsø

Politiet i Tromsø fikk 22. mars melding om at en mann gikk rundt i gata
og skrek og virket psykisk ustabil. Da
politiet ankom stedet for å ta hånd om
38-åringen, oppdaget de at han hadde
et sår i hånden. Under behandling på
legevakten, fortalte mannen at han
hadde tatt livet av tre personer. En politipatrulje rykket ut og fant tre døde i en
enebolig i Tromsdalen. To av ofrene
var tilknyttet universitetet i Tromsø.
Den drapssiktede er lagt inn på Åsgård
sykehus. Helseminister Bjarne Håkon
Hanssen krever at helsevesenets håndteringen av den antatte gjerningsmannen i trippeldrapssaken må granskes.
Den siktede mannen har en forhistorie
med psykiatriske lidelser og behandling i det psykiatriske helsevernet.

heim til NTB på telefon fra Washington.
– Men viljen, kompetansen og den politiske kraften er der, slår han fast.
Solheim blir rent euforisk når han
snakker om sine møter med amerikanske
klimapolitikere, skriver NTB.
– Vi har møtt alle de sentrale klimafolkene til Obama, og det er en enorm
vårløsning i klimaspørsmål etter årene
med Bush, forteller Solheim.
– Folk er absolutt ivrige på å utrette
noe, de kan masse om temaet, og de har
en president som støtter dem. Og de er
virkelig interessert i å høre hva Norge
har å foreslå. De er interessert i vårt
regnskogsprogram, i vår skipsfart, i hva
vi gjør på Mongstad og i våre finansieringsforslag i klimaforhandlingene. Det
er fantastisk å møte disse folkene, forteller en entusiastisk statsråd.

I 100 år har Hydro-aksjen vært notert
på børsen i Paris. Tirsdag 24. mars var
det slutt, meldte e24.no.

Omtrent samtidig som konsernsjef Eivind Reiten
gir seg i Hydro, dropper også selskapet børsnotering i Paris. Foto: Kåre Foss / Hydro.

Hydro-aksjen har vært notert på børsen
i Paris siden 1909, men tirsdag 24. mars
var det siste gang aksjen ble handlet på
det som i dag heter Euronext Paris.
– Internasjonaliseringen av kapitalmarkedene har ført til at en økende
andel av omsetningen av Hydro-aksjen
skjer på Oslo Børs, der Hydro har sin
primærnotering. Betydningen av å opprettholde flere børsnoteringer har derfor
blitt betydelig redusert, skriver Hydro i

en pressemelding.
Paris er første steg mot færre noteringer. 30. april forventes noteringen på
børsene i Frankfurt, Düsseldorf og Hamburg å bli avviklet. Fremover vil Hydro
være notert på Oslo Børs og på børsen i
London (London Stock Exchange).

English Synopsis: For 100 years the
Hydro stocks have been listed on the
Euronext Paris, but on March 24 it
was the last day. In the future Hydro
will only be listed on Oslo Børs and
the London Stock Exchange.

Anne Brown er død
Den amerikansk-norske operasangeren Anne Wiggins Brown døde 13
mars i Oslo. Hun var 96 år gammel.

Sangerinnen ble født 9. august 1912 i
Baltimore, USA. Hun ble verdenskjent
da hun spilte rollen som Bess i George
Gershwins opera “Porgy and Bess”
under urfremførelsen i oktober 1935.
Hun bosatte seg i Oslo i 1948, der hun
giftet seg med skihopperen Thorleif
Schjelderup og ble norsk statsborger,
skriver NRK.
– Anne Brown var en pioner for svarte
innenfor operafaget, forteller musikkanmelder i NRK, Nina Krohn. Hun tok sin
utdannelse ved Julliard School of Music
i New York, ettersom konservatoriet i
Baltimore var stengt for svarte. Det var
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her hun i 1933 kom kom over en artikkel om at George Gershwin søkte svarte
sangere og dansere til en operaversjon av
historien om Porgy. Ti dager senere sang
hun for ham.
Krohn forteller at Brown hadde
en varm og lett sopran, og veldig god
høyde. – Hun hadde et variert repertoar,
fra musikaler til operaer og oratorier, derfor var hun også en etterspurt pedagog,
både blant operasangere og skuespillere.
I Norge jobbet Brown blant annet som
sangpedagog for Åse Kleveland, Karin
Krog og Liv Ullmann.
Anne Brown fikk Norsk Kulturråds ærespris i 2000. Prisen blir utgitt
til personer som har “gjort en innsats av
vesentlig betydning for norsk kunst- og
kulturliv.”

Operasanger Anne Wiggins Brown. Foto: NRK.

English Synopsis: Anne Wiggins
Brown, the African-American soprano, who starred as the original Bess in
George Gershwin’s folk opera “Porgy
and Bess” has died at age 96 in Oslo.

Norway in the News

Crown Prince and Crown Princess
visit Mexico
On March 16, Crown Prince Haakon
and Crown Princess Mette-Marit began a
four day official visit to Mexico. It is the
first official visit to Mexico by members
of the Norwegian Royal Family. The
royal couple met with President Felipe
Calderon at the presidential residence in
Mexico City. President Calderon suggested the two nations work together on
issues like climate change and the world
financial crisis. Crown Prince Haakon
also visited an offshore Floating Production Storage and Offloading vessel in the
Gulf coast state of Veracruz. The vessel is equipped with mostly Norwegian
equipment. (Etaiwannews.com)

prised.” Bernsen says. He said PST has
observed that there is a trend in recent
months that the threshold for publishing
threats on the Internet has become lower.
(Norway Post)

Norway freezes aid to Madagascar
Norway has frozen all payments of
bilateral aid to Madagascar until further
notice. No new development cooperation
agreements will be concluded due to the
crisis in the country. A number of other
donor countries have also frozen their
aid payments to Madagascar because of
the uncertain situation in the country.
Together with the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Norway has
taken the initiative to draft a declaration
on the protection of children in the current conflict. (Regjeringen)

Securing access in Gulf of Mexico
StatoilHydro was last week the highest bidder on 23 leases in the central area
lease sale in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico. The
company is one of the largest leaseholders in deepwater U.S. Gulf of Mexico. In
addition to production from Independent
Hub and Front Runner, both Tahiti and
Thunder Hawk are projects the company
participates in, which both are scheduled
to come on stream this year. In 2009 StatoilHydro will also embark on an extensive drilling program with two new rigs
coming into the Gulf of Mexico.
(StatoilHydro)

Threats against politicians
The Norwegian Police Security
(PST) have found it necessary to visit
homes of persons who have made threats
on the Internet against politicians. There
have recently been concrete threats
against government ministers. “We
have visited those behind the threats at
home, and talked to them,” said PST information adviser Martin Bernsen to the
newspaper VG. “We do this in order to
show that we take the threats they have
published seriously. Most are very sur-

Oslo police detain man over fire
On March 19 the Norwegian police
detained a man on suspicion of arson in
an apartment building fire late last year
that killed six people and injured 12. The
police declined to identify him other than
to say he was Norwegian and in his 40s.
Police say the man was charged in connection with a series of fires, including
the one in December. But authorities refused to go into detail because the investigation is continuing. (Seattle Times)

Norway #10 on Forbes “Best Countries for Business 2009”
The economic downturn that’s swept
the globe has crushed financial markets,
exploded unemployment and shaken
confidence in the banking system. Some
countries are in a much better position
than others to rebound from the current
malaise by attracting entrepreneurs, investors and workers. Forbes ranks Danmark number one, the United States.
number two, while Norway rank number

10. About Norway Forbes writes: The
Norwegian economy is a prosperous
bastion of welfare capitalism, featuring
a combination of free-market activity
and government intervention. The government controls key areas, such as the
vital petroleum sector, through largescale state enterprises. The country is
richly endowed with natural resources
—petroleum, hydropower, fish, forests,
and minerals—and is highly dependent
on the petroleum sector, which accounts
for nearly half of exports and over 30%
of state revenue. (Forbes)

Growing number of doctorates awarded in Norway
In 2008, 1,244 candidates defended
their doctoral theses in Norway. This
represents an increase of 21 percent
compared to 2007. Medicine and other
health-related disciplines were the fields
that accounted for the greatest growth
in 2008, with an increase of 90 doctoral
candidates compared with the previous
year. The majority of the candidates
in these fields were women. In the humanities, social science and agriculture
studies/veterinary science the number of
male and female candidates was equal.
Mathematics/natural science and technology are fields still dominated by men,
but these areas also saw a rise in the
number of women candidates.
(The Research Council of Norway)
“Seek safety in Norway’s krone”
The Norwegian krone might become
the new Swiss franc as investors seek a
haven from the turmoil engulfing the
global economy, argues Axel Merk of
Merk Investments. Merk believes that
Norway may replace Switzerland as the
place to take refuge in Europe. “Norway
is a surplus country—an enviable position to be in should we face an extended depression—and it can afford to get

3

through this crisis. “The krone is not particularly ‘sexy;’ if the markets recover,
risk-friendly money may move towards
other currencies again. However, in our
assessment, the Norwegian krone may be
the most appropriate depression trade.”
(Financial Times)
Five Countries Declare Polar Bears
Threatened by Climate Change
The United States, Canada, Russia, Norway and Greenland issued a
joint statement on March 20 identifying climate change as “the most important long-term threat” to polar bears.
The statement was issued at the end of
a three-day meeting in Tromsø. Nearly
40 years ago, the five countries created a
treaty to protect polar bears through limits on hunting.
(Digitaljournal)
Støre to Moscow
Norwegian Foreign Minister Jonas
Gahr Støre met with his Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov in Moscow on
March 24. The two ministers discussed
cooperation between the two neighboring countries, particularly on fields like
energy and economy, and also issues
concerning the Arctic. This was Støre’s
first visit to Russia this year.
(BarentsObserver)
Ban on gasoline driven cars
Finance Minister and Socialist Left
Party leader Kristin Halvorsen says her
party wants a ban on the sale of gasoline driven cars by 2015. In an interview
with Aftenposten, Halvorsens says she
believes that by 2015 the development
of new technology will have advanced to
the point where it is quite possible to demand that all new cars be emission free.
(Norway Post)
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Exchange Rates
(March 23 09)

Norsk Kr.

6.346

Dansk Kr.

5.5025

Svensk Kr.

8.0933

Canadian $

1.2315

Euro		

0.7383

Oslo Børs:

Vinnere

Navn			
Petrojack			
Eitzen Chemical		
Norse Energy Corp.
Questerre Energy Corp.
Scan Geophysical ASA

Siste		
3,35		
4,35		
3,16		
6,68		
0,46		

%
28,85
22,54
20,15
18,44
17,95		

Navn			
Aqua Bio Technology AS
SAS AB			
Remedial (Cyprus) Plc.
Tandberg Storage		
Hjellegjerde		

Siste		
0,25		
3,53		
3,90		
0,08		
0,90		

%
-37,50
-23,92
-13,33		
-11,11
-10,00

attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

Dutch Harbor, AK

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com

Services
• Financial Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Strategies
• Insurance* Analysis
• Succession Planning

Judy A. Cooper

• Charitable Giving

Financial Advisor

• Business Planning

Judycooper@wradvisors.com

*Insurance products are provided

2601 • 4th Avenue, Suite 450 • Seattle, WA 98121
Tel: (206) 283-6661 x 103

through insurance companies with which
Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.

Nets a healthy harvest from krill
Richard Hayhurst
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Oslo Bio Update

Traditional beliefs in the health benefits
of fish-based diets, and in particular marine
oils (such as cod liver oil) are now being
confirmed by modern science. With its long
history in fisheries, Norway has been one
of the pioneers in research and promotion.
Much of the current popularity of Omega-3
can be attributed to Norwegian scientists and
companies. Aker BioMarine is now looking
to write the next chapter in the story with its
krill-derived oil. Here research director and
industry veteran Hogne Vik explains why
he believes the work they are doing with
their Superba® brand also has widespread
significance for human healthcare:
When was Aker BioMarine founded and
by whom?
Aker BioMarine was established in 2006
by Aker ASA, one of the world’s leading
fisheries groups with roots going back to the
1800s. Combined, Aker companies employ
over 27,000 people on five continents and
had operating revenues in 2007 of NOK 62
billion. In 2007, Aker BioMarine merged
with another Aker company, Natural ASA,
and was listed on the Oslo Stock Exchange.
Aker is the largest shareholder with 83
percent.
What is the business idea?
Our original aim was to create an
integrated biotechnology company delivering
value added products based initially on
Antarctic krill to the animal, human and
pharmaceutical markets. We intended to
leverage the experience gained in marine
harvesting and biotechnology by Aker
companies Aker Seafoods Holding, Krill
A/S, and Natural ASA as well as our existing
strong market position.
What has been the progress so far?
After just three years, we have already
launched our SuperbaOmega 3 human dietary
supplement in Scandinavia and are about to
do so in the United States. This market is
growing at 15 to 20 percent per year. We
are also receiving increasing interest from
diagnostic and pharmaceutical companies
looking to utilize the bioactive components
of krill-derived compounds. In the feed
sector, we have also introduced successfully
krill oil for fish farming.
What is krill and what is so special about
it?
Antarctic krill (Euphausia) is a small
shrimp living in cold water and representing
the major protein source for several large
baleen whale, seal and fish species. To survive
in the extreme conditions of the Antarctic,
krill has developed several unique biological
characteristics. Key amongst these is that krill
use phospholipids as their main lipid storage
form. More specifically the krill phospholipids
are mainly phosphaticdylcholins which have
significant amounts of Omega-3 bound to
them. This makes krill the only exploitable
natural source of phosphaticylcholin with
high levels of Omega-3. And as an added
bonus, krill oil also contains the powerful
antioxidant astaxanthin. For these reasons,
we believe krill oil is more bioeffective and

Photo courtesy of Aker BioMarine.

Krill
phospholipids
are
mainly
phosphaticdylcholins which have significant
amounts of Omega-3 bound to them. This makes
krill the only exploitable natural source of
phosphaticylcholin with high levels of Omega-3.

resistant to oxidation than other sources of
Omega-3.

There are also strong “Eco-arguments”
for using krill?
Without doubt. We have calculated that
harvesting krill is both far more efficient and
more sustainable than using fish as a source
of marine oils. For example we only need
60,000 tones of krill per annum compared
to the 1 million tons of fish currently being
harvested. Indeed to meet the whole world’s
predicted needs we would need to harvest
only 0.05 percent of the total krill population,
leaving more than enough for whales, seals
and other dependents.

Aker BioMarine have also developed
special “Eco-harvesting” techniques?
Yes. We have drawn upon Norwegian
fishing traditions of being able to operate in
one of the most hostile marine environments
known to man—the Antarctic. Secondly,
being aware of our social and environmental
responsibilities, our purpose-built trawler
uses a special ECO-trawling system, which
avoids both unwanted by-catch and causing
stress to the krill. Even though it is not
mandatory, we have independent observers
on board to monitor our operations. They
report to CCAMLR (the Commission on the
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living
Resources) and other interested stakeholders.
We are also extremely proud to have had our
operations endorsed by the WWF. We would
have no business without the krill and it is our
duty to ensure its long-term sustainability by
harvesting it responsibly and protecting its
environment.

You also believe personally that Omega-3
and its increased uptake is one of the keys
to preventive medicine?
Passionately. When I started in
medicine back in the 1970s the focus was on
technology-based cures such as surgery and
pharmaceuticals. Now we are fortunately
starting to realize that introducing preventative
measures, in particular better nutrition, is
essential to really tackle the world’s health
problems. In Norway, as in other seafaring
countries such as Japan and Canada, we have
long “believed” in the beneficial effects of
marine oils. Now, in the case of Omega-3 in
particular, this belief is backed by an almost
irrefutable body of scientific evidence in not
just cardiovascular disease prevention, but
also neurological developmental disorders
in children and dementia in adults, and
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Svindal wins …
(…continued from page 1)

had been expected to move ahead of him as
the slalom is his specialty. Svindal is known
for specializing in the speed disciplines such
as the downhill and super giant slalom. Both
men though, failed to complete the first of
the two runs leaving 26-year-old Svindal
to claim his second overall World Cup title
after his triumph in 2007. The 31-year-old
Raich, the 2006 overall champion, had given
himself a clear shot at grabbing the overall
title when he won Friday’s giant slalom.
“There’s nothing to say. I skied well. I
did not take any risks. But in a slalom race,
everything can collapse so quickly. It will
take me awhile to recover from this,” said
Raich.
Svindal had only managed one podium
placing in the slalom, a third-placed World
Cup finish in the Italian resort of Alta Badia
in December. With the big Norwegian
complaining of feeling unwell, Raich looked
to have the title in his grasp as he enjoyed
a steady run, but shortly before the finish
line he straddled a gate and saw his hopes
vanish in a split second. Svindal then set off
knowing that victory was assured, but even
then he was unable to complete the run as he
too missed a gate.
Raich merely needed to finish within the
Svindal’s biggest
competition,
Benjamin Raich
of Austria (left),
crashed out of
the race.
Photo: The Ski
Channel

top 15 to take the title, but fate had a different
plan that involving yet another fairytale story
for Svindal. It was a feeling of deja vu for
Raich who lost the 2007 title to Svindal by
13 points, which had been the tiniest margin
in 42 years of World Cup competition—until
this year. The Norwegian was leading with
1,009 overall World Cup Points, with Raich
at 1007 points. And, that is how the final
margin stayed.
The victory staged a sensational
comeback for the Norwegian who missed
most of last season after sustaining lifethreatening injuries with a fall in a downhill
training run at Beaver Creek in Colorado.
“I feel a bit uncomfortable winning like
that by just two points in the last race of
the season,” he said. “Beaver Creek was a
highlight of the season for me because I had
to prove to myself that I could still go fast.”
One year later Svindal returned to the
Birds of Prey races to win the downhill,
super G and finish third in the giant slalom.
After a strong season, he regained the overall
title he won two years ago.
“I was struggling a bit before Christmas,
but got back on track at Kitzbuhel and the
world championships were great with my
two medals,” he said.
“It wasn’t to be. My season was good,
but so was Aksel’s. He performed strongly
after his grave injury, I have to pay respect to
him,” said Raich.
“It’s more than I could dream for but
luck was on my side this time. It’s a fantastic
comeback which will take time to fully
appreciate,” Svindal said.
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Sports

Perfect day for Norwegians

Tora Berger and Ole Einar Bjørndalen were
winners the Trondheim Biathlon World Cup

L-R: Simone Hauswald (GER), Tora Berger (NOR), and Sandrine Bailly (FRA)

Special Release
Biathlon World

Tora Berger matched her male
counterpart on the Norwegian team, Ole
Einar Björndalen by giving the thousands
of Norwegian Fans at Granåsen something
to cheer about with her stirring win in the
12.5k Mass Start. Berger outsprinted Simone
Hauswald and Sandrine Bailly in the last
800 meters to take the win in 39:29.7, with
the German following by .9 seconds and
Bailly two seconds back. Berger and Bailly
each had one penalty, while second place
Hauswald had two.
Several leaders
There were several leaders at various
points in this final competition here in
Trondheim, including Magdalena Neuner
of Germany, eventual fourth place finisher
Darya Domracheva of Belarus, and Berger.
However, the outcome was not determined
until the last downhill. In the final standing
stage, the eventual top three came in to the
shooting range together. Each missed one
and went to the penalty loop, while the
Belarusian woman shot clean and all four
left the stadium close together. They traded
leads during the uphill portion of the loop,
until Berger gained control after the final
split time. She maintained the slim lead

Photo: IBU/Rene Miko

down the switchback turns, and then sprinted
to the finish, with Hauswald trying in vain to
catch her.
Berger was not so sure that she would
win, especially after the final standing
penalty. “After missing the shot in the final
stage, I was thinking that I would finish sixth
or seventh. However, I was really fast in the
final loop. I had no plan today; I was just
trying to be first.”
Hauswald crashes
Hauswald, in second place was
aggressive throughout the competition. At
the finish, she commented, “After I fell on
the first lap, I felt that my ear was bleeding,
because another girl and I hit our heads
together. However, one of our helpers at the
course told me that it was not much. Then
I had to make up a lot of ground, because I
was last at that point. I did not think I could
make the podium. Before the race started, I
was thinking only of winning, nothing more,
and nothing else. Still, second is good after
the bad start.”
Despite her fast skiing, she knew it
would be hard to catch Berger, “Tora can
be a loose cannon. When she fired up her
turbocharger on the final lap, it was difficult
to keep up with her.”

Tippe-league round 2

Tippeligaen		

PLD

PTS

1. Molde FK 		
2. Viking FK		
3. Fredrikstad FK		
4. Rosenborg BK
5. Sandefjord Fotball
6. Odd Grenland		
7. IK Start 		
8. Lillestrøm SK		
9. Stabæk IF		
10. Ålesund FK 		
11. Tromsø IL		
12. FC Lyn Oslo		
13. Strømsgodset IF
14. FK Bodø/Glimt
15. SK Brann		
16. Vålerenga IF		

2
2
2
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
2
2
2
2
2

6
4
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

Tippeligaen Fixtures & Results
3/14 Stabæk

1-1 Lillestrøm

3/15 Strømsgodset

3-3 Start

3/15 Bodø/Glimt

1-1 Fredrikstad

3/15 Lyn

0-1 Molde

3/15 Ålesund

1-1 Tromsø

3/15 Viking

3-0 Odd Grenland

3/15 Rosenborg

3-0 Vålerenga

3/16 Sandefjord

3-1 Brann

3/21 Vålerenga

1-1 Ålesund

3/22 Start

1-1 Lyn

3/22 Lillestrøm

1-1 Viking

3/22 Fredrikstad

2-0 Strømsgodset

3/22 Molde

3-1 Bodø/Glimt

3/22 Odd Grenland

2-0 Sandefjord

3/22 Brann

1-1 Stabæk

Palmason 65

Sundgot 53

Bolanos 9, 61, Hulsker 90

Andersen 60, Pedersen 72,87

Martins 70

Carlsen 45

Niang 4,18 Soma 21 (p)

Shabani 40
Ertsas 47

Rushfeldt 48

Iversen 45, Olsen 60, Tettey 71
Mjelde 21, Mane 51,61

Saeternes 29
Goodson 24
Occean 54

Ramberg 25, Tegstrom 90
Thioune 27, Diouf 60, 76
Akadueze 18, Storbaek 20

Solli 5

3/23

Bjarnason 84(p)
Kopteff 33

Guastavino 46(p)
Skogseld 64
Ronning 86

-

Diskerud 84

-

-

World Cup Biathlon Overall
1. Ole Einar Bjørndalen
2. Tomasz Sikora		
3. Maxim Tchoudov
4. Emil Hegle Svendsen
5. Michael Greis		

NOR
POL
RUS
NOR
GER

924
853
737
715
711

World Cup Biathlon Sprint
1. Tomasz Sikora		
2. Ole Einar Bjørndalen
3. Alexander Os		
4. Maxim Tchoudov
5. Emil Hegle Svendsen

Stabæk saved one point
in Bergen
Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

The reigning champions Stabæk, visited
Brann in Bergen this round. The former
Tromsø coach Steinar Nilsen has the helm
duty in Brann after Mons Ivar Mjelde
stepped down at the end of last season. The
employment of Nilsen has not given Brann
any instant success. The disastrous start
of the season against Sandefjord has not
strengthened the self confidence among the
Brann players.
Brann signed up for the first goal in
the fifth minute when Azar Karadas won
a challenge inside the box and Jan Gunnar
Solli dispatched the ball home past Stabæk
goalie Jon Knutsen. Stabæk had to wait until
the 84th minute to regain the parity. Brann
player Bjørn Dahl missed a clearance in the
five-meter box and hit his own player. The
ball bounced along the goal line and the
substitute Mikkel Diskerud poked the ball
into the net. Brann player David Nielsen got

Results & Standings

POL
NOR
NOR
RUS
NOR

337
318
280
276
275

Photo: NRK Sport

Coach Steinar Nilsen works with Brann in year.

a chance seconds from time but the effort
was blocked. Stabæk’s Espen Hoff was
close to settling the game only seconds later
on a fierce shot, but the woodwork came to
the rescue for Brann.
Molde fought Bodø/Glimt with a 3-1
victory and climbed to the top of the chart
before the Monday clash between Tromsø
and Rosenborg. Three headers by Molde’s
Senegalese players Thioune, Pate Diouf and
Biram Diouf sank the Bodø team on Aker
Stadium in Molde.
Odd Grenland triumphed by 2-0 and
won their first victory in their comeback
in the top league in the showdown against
Sandefjord. Odd scored the crucial goal by
Bentley in the 18th minute. Håvard Storbæk
added the tally only two minutes later and
secured the victory for Odd.

World Cup Biathlon Pursuit
1. Ole Einar Bjørndalen
2. Tomasz Sikora		
3. Svendsen Emil Hegle

NOR
POL
NOR

288
276
248

World Cup XC Sprint
1. Ola Vigen Hattestad
2. Renato Pasini		
3. Tor Arne Hetland
2. John Kristian Dahl
3. Petter Northug		

NOR
ITA
NOR
NOR
NOR

792
359
335
326
308

World Cup Alpine Skiing
1. Aksel Lund Svindal
2. Bejamin Raich		
3. Didier Cuche SUI

NOR
AUT
919

1009
1007
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Op Ed

Letters to the
Editor:

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:
Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief j.moe@norway.com

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115
Editor’s Note: We recieved the following
“Final Flight” dedication from Ron
Reinertsen. This was presented during the
final flight of Jim Reinersten, who served
Alaska Airlines for 30 years. His final flight
before retirement took place on February
27. Congratulations on job well done Jim!
Happy retirement!
In command of our flight today is Capt.
Jim Reinertsen. This is Capt. Reinertsen’s
last flight for Alaska Airlines culminating
over 30 years of service, and over 21,000
hours of flying time with Alaska. Jim was
born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. He
attended the School of Engineering at the
City College of New York. He received a
degree in Mechanical Engineering.
Shortly after graduation, Jim and
his childhood sweetheart, Marie, were
married. Next on their agenda to pursue
his dream of becoming an airline pilot was
the USAF Officer Training School, and
Undergraduate Pilot training for the next year
and a half in Texas. After being awarded his
Air Force wings, he was assigned to an airlift
squadron at McChord, Air Force Base in
Tacoma, Wash. While assigned to McChord
Jim flew many missions spanning the globe
in support of our U.S. forces.
One of his fondest memories was to
serve as a pilot with “Operation Baby Lift”
during the fall of Saigon. Several hundred
infants and toddlers orphaned by the war
were airlifted to safety and their new
families in the United States. Shortly after
this memorable mission Jim and Marie
began adoption proceedings and in the next
four years were blessed with two beautiful
girls from the Republic of Korea. In 1978 Jim
separated from active duty and transferred to
the USAF Reserve Wing at McChord AFB.
In February 1979, his dream of becoming
a commercial airline pilot was fulfilled
with his hiring by Alaska Airlines. Jim has
proudly served the Airline Pilots at Alaska,
and his union ALPA as a member of the
negotiating committee for seven years, and

also as a member of the Training Board.
Jim and his wife of 37 years, Marie,
raised three wonderful daughters, and yes
a little surprise was added to the Reinertsen
clan in 1987. Adria, Kimberly, and Brittni
are pursuing (non-aviation) careers of their
own leaving Jim and Marie to become newly
retired “empty nesters” in Washington.
Jim’s 30 years of flying with Alaska
and his 20 plus years with the Air Force has
resulted in over 25,000 hours of flight time
which, if one does the math, is over 3 years
behind the controls of an aircraft.
Jim and Marie thank God every day
for the many blessings they have received
along the way from those two young kids in
Brooklyn to a retirement in Olympia, Wash.
Jim and Marie are joined on his last flight
by their oldest daughter Adria and their sonin-law Chris, and his fellow crew members
from the best Airline in the world.
Dear Editor,
I so enjoyed last week’s special travel
issue. I was especially interested in the story
about hiking the pilgrim path to Nidaros.
Where can I get more information about
doing that?
Sincerely,
Elaine Larson,
Portland, Ore.
Dear Elaine,
We are so pleased to hear that you
enjoyed the issue and highly recommend
hiking the Pilgrim Path. The tour Chuck
Bergman described was led by Kjetil Flatin.
This year he’ll be leading the same tour July
21-29. For more information go online to
www.norseman.no or contact Kjetil by email
at kflatin@hotmail.com. Thanks for your
support! We wish you all the best!
Sincerely,
Editor
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Sticky situati …
(…continued from page 1)

damaging the image of Russia as a recipient
of foreign investment,” the spokesman said.
Telenor, 54 percent-owned by Norway,
has said Russian companies are trying to
steal its near 30 percent stake in Russia’s
second-largest mobile operator VimpelCom
with the help of illegal court proceedings
in Siberia. This past month Russian bailiffs
seized Telenor’s stake in VimpelCom after a
Siberian court ruling ordered the Norwegian
group to pay $1.7 billion to VimpelCom for
allegedly delaying its entry into Ukraine,
spooking foreign investors.
“This is a yet another escalation of the
attempts to steal our VimpelCom shares with
the aid of Russian courts,” said Jan Edvard
Thygesen, Executive Vice President and
Head of Telenor’s Central and East European
operations.
At a press conference on March 19, the
Norwegian Trade Minister Sylvia Brustad
said, “I am very disappointed to receive the
news that an arrest has been made in Telenor’s
shares in VimpelCom. This is a demanding
situation. This is in our view currently the
most pressing issue in Norway’s bilateral
relationship with Russia.”
Brustad added that a forced sale of
Telenor’s shares would send very negative
signals regarding the level of legal protection
for foreign investors in Russia.
“We will use all available channels in
order to assist Telenor. We are currently in a
critical phase, and I stay in close contact with
the Prime Minister Stoltenberg and Foreign
Minister Støre,” Brustad added.
Telenor has offered to sell its Ukrainian
telecommunications business to a Russian
company for $5 billion in cash.
The offer came as the latest step in a longrunning duel between Telenor and the Alfa
Group, controlled by the Russian billionaire
Mikhail Fridman. The two sides began as
partners and are now fighting for control of
the companies they jointly invested in.
“We cannot have these situations
popping up again,” Kjell M. Johnsen, the
head of Telenor in Russia, told reporters at
the Arrarat Hyatt Hotel in Moscow. “We
have a mechanism to resolve these issues
once and for all.”
At issue is joint ownership by Telenor
and Alfa in the largest cell phone company

in Ukraine, Kyivstar, and the second largest
in Russia, VimpelCom.
Alfa, through its holding company
Altimo, owns 33 percent of VimpelCom
and 43 percent of Kyivstar. Telenor holds
26 percent of VimpelCom and 57 percent of
Kyivstar.
On Monday, Telenor offered to
sell Kyivstar to VimpelCom. The
move would consolidate all significant
telecommunications assets of the rivals in
the same company, where neither side would
hold a majority stake.
Telenor, however, also demanded that
the Russian side sign a separation agreement
setting out in advance how to disentangle
the joint holdings if the relationship sours
again.
If accepted, the fate of a significant piece
of European cell phone business—the largest
and second-largest operators in the two
biggest Slavic-speaking countries—would
hinge on an unusual business practice.
Under such a mechanism, after one
side invokes the separation agreement, the
parties swap prices in a bidding process to
determine which buys the other out of the
business. Telenor asked for a response on the
separation agreement by the end of March.
Altimo’s chief executive, Aleksei
Reznikovich, however, issued a statement
rejecting the separation agreement while
remaining open to the buyout offer if it
served all shareholders.
Jan E. Thygesen, Telenor’s vice
president for Eastern and Central Europe,
called the proposal a market-based solution
to disputes that might elsewhere be settled
in courts but not in unreliable former Soviet
jurisdictions.
Konstantin B. Chernyshev, an analyst at
UralSib, a Moscow brokerage firm, said the
offer appeared to be a good-faith effort by
Telenor to untangle the dispute.
“‘It might be positive for the minority
shareholders,” he said. “It will in one way or
another resolve the long-lasting conflict.”
The dispute between Alfa and Telenor,
though simmering for years, erupted last
summer over expansion strategy into
Ukraine, where a land grab is under way for
market share.
Shares of VimpelCom, which became
the first Russian company to list on the New
York Stock Exchange, rose $2.49, or six
percent, to $45.39.

Dear readers: WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Found: Gold wedding ring with inscription “Karl Erik & Berit 1957.” It was found outside
Scandinavian Specialties in Seattle. Contact the Weekly (206) 784-4617. Tusen takk!
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What did you pay for that?

$4.07

$2.99 USD

USD

is the median price for
Colgate 360 deep clean
toothbrush in the U.S.

is the median price for
Colgate 360 deep clean
toothbrush in Norway.

SAM & ELLIE

I waited in the lobby of the Edgewater
Lodge in Whistler, British Columbia for
over two and a half hours. Although, most
of the time was spent catching up on all
the Olympics news from the local papers,
I did have a chance to chat with biathletes
Tora Berger, Lars Berger, Solveig Rogstad
and Team Official Per Arne Botnan.
However, during my time I thought about
the idea of waiting to see Tiger Woods,
Wayne Gretsky or Michael Jordan. How
long would I wait to chat with any of
those three great superstars? Because in
Norway, that is what biathlete Ole Einar
Bjørndalan is—a superstar. After topping
alpine skier Ingemar Stenmark’s seemingly
unbeatable 84 World Cup victories,
Bjørndalen is now sitting all alone with
89 World Cup Championships. In fact, in
a recent poll, the people in Norway voted
Ole Einar Bjørndalen as the best athlete
in the history of Norway. That is why I
decided to lead with that question.
“Hello Ole, my name is Jake, and
my first question is how do you feel
about being named the best athlete in
Norwegian history—do you agree with
that designation?”
“Well,” Ole said, “All I can say is
that Bjørn Dæhlie is my hero, and after I
compete in the next two Olympic games,
I would be ready to discuss whether I
deserve that honor or not. Dæhlie won
eight gold medals during three Olympic
games and I have not accomplished that –
so it is too early to say I am the best!”
What a kind and generous response, I
thought. We then dived into talking about
his life, his travels, his top competitors
and everything Norway.
The next day at the sprint races,

Bjørndalen performed brilliantly. In fact,
at the conclusion of his race, he had a
25-second lead over the international field
of 28 nations. He looked as effortless as
a ballet dancer, gliding across the snow.
When shooting, he was as precise and
methodical as a surgeon. The announcers
were claiming that Bjørndalen was sure
to be the champion of the race with such
a large lead, even though there were still
competitors out on the course. Then,
Norwegian Lars Berger skated up to his
last round of shooting and over the loud
speaker, the announcer surprised everyone
by saying that he had a 17-second lead on
Ole. Shooting has not been the strong
suit for champion cross-country skier
Berger, so everyone held their breath
as he started shooting. First, one, then
two, then three, then four shots were all
perfectly aimed. Then, Berger paused for
the last shot because if he missed and was
forced to take a penalty lap, there was no
way victory could be attained. The shot
rang out and the fifth shot was perfect and
the crowd erupted in cheers. Berger took
off skating for his last lap through the
woods and ended up winning the race by
11 seconds.
After the race, I caught up to
Bjørndalen and looked him in the eye and
said, “Ole, you are the best!” And, he
immediately retorted “Not today, Jake –
Lars is the best!”
What a true gentlemen my hero is –
Ole Einar Bjørndalen.
All the best,

Jake Moe

By Ray Helle
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The Taste of Norway

PURELYDelicious

Satisfy your cravings! Authentic
Norwegian bread and cake mixes,
as well as fruit preserves are now
available in the United States from
PURENorway
Special Release

Good news for all Scandinavians
who have missed the wonderful breads
of Norway. Representing PURENorway
products, Tor Herman Naess of Oslo,
Norway and his brother, Ernie Ness of
Upper Saddle River, N.J., have begun
the process of importing bread mixes as
well as preserves and cake mixes to the
States. Soon you should be able to delight
in the aroma of home-baked breads and
cakes wafting through your house! A key
feature is the ease with which the whole
grain, sunflowers and oatmeal breads
are made—just add water. But for those
who are short on time, bakeries will also
begin to feature breads made from whole
grain, rye, wheat and barley flours. And,
you’ll truly be in heaven when you taste
the delicious 100% natural blueberry,
strawberry, raspberry and cloudberry
preserves that will surely rekindle
memories of berry picking expeditions
in the forests and mountains of Norway.
Tor Herman visited the United
States in June last year representing the
PURENorway products at the Fancy
Food Show at the Jacob Javits Center in
New York.
In the past, Mr. Naess has been
granted the use of bakeries in many
different countries in order to bake bread
for the Norwegian Ski Team and athletes
at World Championships and Olympics,
most recently in Beijing, China. The
flours are brought in from Norway and
baked fresh daily. Some of the countries
where Norwegian breads have been
made from PURENorway’s bread mixes
include the United States, Japan, Canada,
Italy, Germany, Finland and China. The

baked cakes, a reward for medals earned,
provide an additional incentive to the
athletes.
Sharing a booth with the importer
Haram-Christensen, Carlstadt, N.J., the
PURENorwayUSA stand was always
busy serving bread, preserves and cakes
to attendees.
“We did not realize there were so
many Norwegians in the food business,”
remarked Tor Herman. “We have had
many inquiries and positive remarks.”
Following the show, editors of TGR,
the gourmet magazine, picked their
favorites. There were 180,000 specialty
food products from around the world on
display. The TGR editors picked their top
10 favored products, and Senior Editor,
James Meligren picked PURENorway’s
Preserves and Bread Mixes.
Mr.
Meligren stated that the “preserves were
extraordinary and are quite low in sugar.
The berries are so flavorful that they are
delicious even eaten straight from the
jar.”
PURENorway products have been
introduced throughout the United States
including such shops as Scandinavian
Specialties in Seattle,Wash.; the
Seamen’s Churches in San Francisco,
Calif., Los Angeles, Calif., Houston,
Texas and New York, N.Y.; Scandia
Food and Gifts in Norwalk, Conn; and
Palmers Supermarket in Darien, Conn.
Most Scandinavians are health conscious
and are anxious to eat healthy and natural
foods. We are thus confident that these
products will be a welcome addition to
the American food scene.

Photo: Eva Groven / Newspaper Budstikka

Tor Herman Næss from Stabekk, Norway on his way to the Olympic Games Beijing, China.

Photos: PureNorway

Photo: Langrenn.com

From left: Norwegian Cross Country Skiers Øystein Pettersen and Arne Hetland receive a check to
benefit “Barnas Skiklubb” from Tor Herman Næss at Beitostølen, Norway in 2007.

On vacation from June 28th to August 4th!

“A Taste of Norway in the Heart of Brooklyn!”
Hundreds of items available for nation-wide shipping

Place your order today!
Call toll-free at (877) 784-7020
www.scanspecialties.com

MARCH 27, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
E-mail: nordicdeli@aol.com
www.nordicdeli.com
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly

9

Travels to Norway

Lincoln or bust

50 Plus Checking

June tour to commemorate 1914 trip honoring Lincoln
Bicentennial and Norway’s Centennial Celebration
Andrea Winkjer Collin

Special to Norwegian American Weekly

Abraham Lincoln, the U.S. Homestead
Act, North Dakota, and Norway. A president,
a piece of legislation, a state and a European
nation. Tying them together is an exceptional
event in history that took place the summer
of 1914.
A trip to Norway in June will
commemorate this shining moment in history
by a group traveling to the country in a tour
coordinated by Brekke Tours and Travel of
Grand Forks, N.D.
In 1914, Norway was celebrating
the centennial of the year it adopted a
constitution. The country was planning a
grand celebration that summer that included
an exposition, hoping to lure 200,000 people
with ties to Norway back to the country
to celebrate. Many of these people had
emigrated to American because of the U.S.
Homestead Act.
North Dakota newspapers carried
frequent reports about the centennial plans
in the months leading up to it. “The North
Dakota Legislature appropriated $10,000 to
cover the cost of North Dakota to participate
in the centennial,” says Rick Collin, from
the State Historical Society of North Dakota,
who is coordinating North Dakota’s Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial observance. “Governor
Louis Hanna formed a North Dakota Norway
Centennial Commission to help him with the
planning.”
Commission members were current and
former legislators, C.W. Plain of Milton;
H.H. Steel of Mohall; A.A. Stenehjem of
Arnegard; Nels Lunneborg of Milnor, and
A.J. Kirkeide of Churches Ferry.
Hanna was searching for an appropriate
gift to present Norway from the people of
North Dakota. “After attending a program
on the 50th anniversary of the Civil War
Battle of Gettysburg in 1913,” says Collin,
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• No monthly service charge
• No minimum balance requirement
• No per-item charges
• Free VISA® Check Card
• Free initial order of personalized checks (1 box/image style only)
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Next time you’re in Oslo, be sure to check out the
Lincoln bust in Frogner Park.

“he thought of the idea to give a heroic-size
bust of Lincoln to the people of Norway.”
The Commission raised private
contributions for the bust, and a search for
a sculptor found 21-year-old Valley City
Normal School student Paul Fjelde. “This
was the start of a long and distinguished
career for him,” Collin says of Fjelde, who
died in 1984. Replicas of the bust can be
found on the lawn of the Trail County
Courthouse in Hillsboro and at a museum in
Geneseo, Ill. The original plaster cast of the
bust is now housed at the Allen Memorial
Library at Valley City State University.
The completed bust, along with Governor
Hanna’s official party of 20, set sail from
New York on June 12, on the Kristianford
ocean liner. They arrived in Bergen on July
2, two days before the statue ceremony at the
capital city of Kristiania, now known as Oslo,
on July 4. Those in the delegation included
former Grand Forks Herald editor George
B. Winship, who sent frequent reports via
cablegram to the newspaper, and Smith
Stimmel, a Fargo lawyer who had been a
White House bodyguard to Lincoln.
A cablegram sent on July 4 reported
that several thousand former Norwegians
17/11/08 20:32 Side
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Deb Nelson Gourley presents

History of the
Norwegian
Settlements
By Hjalmar Rued Holand

Your Travel Partner to Paradise
Conde Nast Traveler Magazine considers

TOR JENSEN OF JENSEN WORLD TRAVEL the Top Travel Specialist
for Scandinavia, in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 & 2008
Let us help you plan your ideal Vacation in 2009, to Norway and the rest
of the Nordic Countries. We will make your trip truly unique!
Our specialty includes individual private and group tours to Norway and the Nordic Countries including Greenland, Iceland,The Faroe Islands, Finland, Russia and the Baltics.
A translated and expanded version of the 1908 De Norske
Settlementers Historie and the 1930 Den Siste Folkevandring
Sagastubber fra Nybyggerlivet i Amerika.

Only $39.95 plus $6.95 for s/h!
(Iowa residents ONLY add 7% sales tax)

Order from website or:
Astri My Astri Publishing
Deb Nelson Gourley
602 3rd Ave SW
Waukon, IA 52172
Phone: 563-568-6229
deb@astrimyastri.com
www.astrimyastri.com

Hurtigruten (Norwegian Coastal Voyage) – West Coast - The Fjords to the North Cape.“Norway in
a Nut Shell” Classic Scandinavia, stay at Historic Castles and Inns. DFDS Seaways mini cruises
Oslo - Copenhagen.Telemark, Adventure Travel, sea kayaking and skiing. Fishing and boating in
the Lofoten Islands.
We offer lowest Consolidator Airfares to and from Scandinavia!
Call for best prices starting in both directions.
Call us for details and any special requirements you may have.
Toll free: 1 800 T-JENSEN (1 800 853 6736)
www.jensenworldtravel.com email:Tor@jensenworldtravel.com

1159 Central Avenue, Suite 203
Wilmette, IL 60091
Fax 1 847 256-5563
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26. mars
Ottar M Stover
Lake Stevens WA
Corlinda Erickson
Nelson WI
Anna Kolstad
Beaverton OR
Arne P Hauan
Salt Lake City UT
Ann Naomi Eide
Enumclaw WA
Else Andvik
Andvikgrend Norway
27. mars
Marvell Skipsnes
Seattle WA
Otis P Nelson
Northwood MN
Janet Oberg
Seattle WA
Emelie Bjornsen
Plentywood MT
Einar Vallevik
Williston ND
28. mars
Thelma Donahe
Salem OR
Gullak H Edse
Edmonton Alta Canada
Hans P Røed
Kongsberg Norway
Erica Barks Ruggles
Arlington VA
29. mars
Sverre Staurset
Åndalsnes Norway
Janneth Andersen
Seattle WA
Johannes Bjørnsen
Trondheim Norway
Marte Fritzen-Buan
Harestua Norway
Bjørn Tjaaland
Townsend MT
Betty Cooper
San Diego CA
Patt Roche
Port Townsend WA
Jorunn Valaker-Leder
San Antonio TX
Robert Sund
Marysville WA
30. mars
Sigurd Henriksen
Tønsberg Norway
Sadie Solberg
Langley WA
Hjalmar Pedersen
San Pedro CA
Arnold H Seering
Scandinavia WI
31. mars
Harold Lovdahl
Milwaukee WI
Olivia Ofstun
Eastman WI
Olav Barikmo
Iola WI
John Erik Lorentzen
Staten Island NY
Olav Barikmo
Iola WI
1. april
Lester B Orfield
Winter Park FL
Kjell Holmes
San Diego CA
Jens Olaussen
Bellingham WA
Erika Karin Frautschi
Seattle WA
2. april
Helmer Breivik
Seminole FL
Ingvald J Pederson
Fairview OR
Joan Vatn
Seattle WA

Roots and Connections

Nordmenn

Ole and
Lena

By Solvi Dolland

The Mailman was making a delivery to
Ole’s house and noticed a Penguin walking
around the side yard. After asking Ole
where it came from and finding out that it
just showed up a couple of days before, he
told Ole that Penguins don’t normally walk
around Wisconsin and maybe Ole should
take him to the Zoo. Ole agreed with him and
said he would do it this afternoon.

The next day while driving by Ole’s the
Mailman noticed the Penguin was still there.
He stopped and said to Ole, “ I thought you
said you were going to take the Penguin to
the Zoo yesterday.”

Ole replied, “ I did, and we had so much
fun that dis afternoon we are going to a
baseball game.”

Did you read Chuck Bergman’s
article about Hiking the Pilgrim Path
to Nidaros in our 2009 travel issue?
Does it sound like something you’d like
to do?

Now’s your chance! You can
hike the Pilgrim Path to Nidaros
this summer, July 21-29.
For more information visit:
www.norseman.no
or email: kflatin@hotmail.com

Norwegian American Weekly

Photos of the Week

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free, but must be
submitted one month in advance.

“A civilized
nation can
have
no
enemies, and
one cannot
draw a line
across
a
map, a line
that doesn't
even exist in nature and say
that the ugly enemy lives
on the one side, and good
friends live on the other.”
-Thor Heyerdahl
Norwegian Explorer
& Marine Biologist
MARCH 27, 2009 • WWW.NORWAY.COM • NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY

Send your photo of the week to tiffanie@norway.com

The 81st Blessing
of the Fleet
Seattle, Wash. March 8

By Gunbjorg Ladstein

On March 8, a sunny but chilly
Sunday afternoon, the 81st annual Blessing
of the Fleet was held at the Fishermen’s
Terminal in Seattle, Wash.
Fishermen
and women, their families and members
of Ballard First Lutheran Church gathered
to ask God for protection for the men and
women who would soon head to the open
waters off Alaska, Washington, Oregon and
California.
This yearly tradition was started by
the church’s late Pastor O.L Haavik, and
this year’s event was led by Pastor Erik
Wilson Weiberg.
During the invocation, Tom Tocher,
Ballard First Lutheran Church Council
President, prayed: “O God, whose way is
in the sea and whose path is in the great
waters, guide all who fish and travel the
waters of the trackless deep. If storms
come, guide them safely through them to
the haven they would reach.”
On behalf of the entire fishing fleet,
the F/V Middleton, a 56- foot boat owned
and operated by Seattle resident Kurt
Hansen, received the annual blessing.
Pastor Wilson Weiberg presented the Christ
Pennant to Hansen. Standing on his boat,
Hansen raised the blue pennant, with the
symbols of a fish and a cross, on the mast.
“Keep them safe,” Pastor Wilson
Weiberg prayed before turning to the
people gathered to say: “Go in peace.”
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of
Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Ole Magnus Rostad
Ole Magnus
Rostad, a pioneer
in the U.S. ski
industry,
passed
away on Tuesday,
March 3, 2009
from complications
due to Alzheimer’s
disease. He was
81.
Mr. Rostad, formally of Concord, and
Weston, Mass., was born in Gjøvik, Norway.
Rostad was the middle son in a family of
seven brothers. Ole attended local grade
schools and began his college studies at
the University of Oslo. A recipient of The
Marshall Plan scholastic aid scholarship,
Rostad attended Duke University, and
graduated in 1951 with a Bachelors degree
in Arts.
Mr. Rostad began his career working as
an Analyst of World Trade, in the Economic
Department at the United Nations in New
York City from 1951-1961, where he met his
life partner, Monica Nachmanson. Ole and
Monica were married in Stockholm, Sweden
on Sept. 3, 1958.
Ole and Monica moved to Sweden
in 1961 where he began working for
Astra Pharmaceutical Company, as a sales
executive in the Middle East and African
territories. In 1967, Ole transferred back to
the United States, where he managed Astra’s
non-pharmaceutical U.S. business (including

1927-2009

the Swix wax brand) until 1978. When
Astra Pharmaceutical divested in all nonpharmaceutical business, Mr. Rostad began
working as Chief Executive Officer for Swix
Sport U.S.A. in Massachusetts from 1978 to
his retirement from the Board of Director, in
the mid-1990s.
Rostad pioneered the growth of the Swix
brand name, and was the key to managing the
successful growth of Swix Sport U.S.A. into
the worldwide leader of ski and snowboard
wax and ski poles that it is today.
Ole enjoyed traveling to visit his
extended family in Norway and Sweden
every year. His interests included dancing,
skiing, number crunching, and he could
often be found on the sidelines of a lacrosse,
or soccer game watching his daughter
Madeleine Ekberg (1962 – 2001) or son,
Johan Rostad play.
Ole Rostad is survived by his wife
Monica Rostad; Son, Johan Magnus Rostad;
daughter in law, Kelly Greenwood Rostad;
Grandchildren; Caroline Ekberg; Tyler
Bernard Rostad; Thomas Johan Rostad; and
Madeleine Kate Rostad.
A celebration of Life for Ole Magnus
Rostad will be held at: 14 Wallis Drive,
Wenham MA on April 25th from 2-5 p.m.
A burial service will be held in Norway this
summer. In lieu of flowers, any donations
should be send to: Dana Farber Cancer
Center, 10 Brookline Place, West Brookline,
MA 02445-7226

Pastor Dagfinn’s Corner

Good people and faithful readers!
Sometimes
life comes at
you at a very
high speed. You
may feel that
there are not
enough hours
in a day to be able to perform all your
tasks. When you put your head down on
the pillow at night, your mind is already
planning the next day’s work and you
know that there is not even enough time
in the rest of your week to be able to get
everything done. The old rule of taking
one thing at a time is not even applicable.
You are too tired to multitask and you just
want to sit down and cry. Okay, so do that,
just sit down and let everything wash over
you and while you are sitting there, ask
yourself: what is the meaning of all this
stress and chaos? Is life meant to be like
this? What happened to fun and happiness
and meaning and fulfillment? How did I
get myself into this mess?
Many years ago when I had just started
college and was doing my prep courses in
philosophy and psychology, I took a recess
from reading one sunny afternoon and left
the library in frustration. I went over to
the botanical garden by the museum of
natural history and just sat on a bench for
a while. I was in pre-med at that time, but
I felt that God had been starting to call me
to find another way in life. My mind was
fussing about the future and what the right
thing would be for me to do.
While I was sitting there in deep
thoughts, an elderly gentleman came by
and asked if he could join me on the bench.
I just nodded and he sat down. He looked

like a retired person and he was quick to
strike up a conversation. It turned out that
he had been a sailor for most of his life
and that he had just returned to the city
to settle down after a restless life working
for a large ships company. He quickly
realized that I was troubled but he never
asked me about the reasons for my short
answers and distracted mind. He just
needed to be sitting with another fellow
human and visiting for a while.
Suddenly he said to me in a very firm
and somber way, “I have had one rule
that I have been following all of my life.
Whenever I met a stupid captain or came
upon a problem I could not solve, I said
to myself: Erger dich nicht mensh. This
is an old German saying and translates
something like this: Do not carry anger or
frustration from whatever bad things are
happening to you further with you in your
life. Learn from them, let them be and go
on. If you follow this very simple rule you
may be able to live a long and happy life.
Just look at me,” he said.
The old sailor looked worn and tired
but he still had a sparkle in his eyes and
a curiosity of life in his soul. This brief
encounter with a total stranger on a bench
back in Bergen almost 37 years ago has
been following me since that day and I
know that it has helped me many a time.
A brief joke to round this up: If God
has given me a certain amount of tasks to
perform during my time in this life; I am
currently so far behind that I will never
die.
Always your hopeful pastor,
Dagfinn Magnus

First Evangelical Free Church of Brooklyn

66th St. & 6th Ave, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, New York - (718)745-7775

Åpent Hus: Fredag 13. mars kl. 12:30 • Fest Møte: Søndag 22. mars kl 4:30
Tale: Pastor John P. Davis • Musikk: Dawn Davis • Solo: David Wasson
Bevertning • Alle er Velkommen! • w w w. b r o o k l y n f e f c . o r g

meaningful experiences • exceptional care • inspired to serve

“Bonney-Watson is a place where meaningful
experiences and exceptional care are
provided by inspired employees.”

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church
Den Norske Lutherske Minnekirke

The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church offers the best venue in Chicago for Norwegians, Scandinavians and others
who are interested in the wonderful language, culture and people of Norway. We welcome you to our warm and friendly
family of members. Please visit us soon and help support this Norwegian tradition.

Wiggens & Sons Funeral Home
2003 NW 57th St.
Seattle, WA 98107
206.782.4700

Spring

3/29 - Pastor Torbjorn Lied - English Service/
Communion

Other Bonney-Watson Locations:
Bonney-Watson Eastside
211 Bellevue Way NE
Bellevue, WA 98004
425.373.0020

Bonney-Watson Capital Hill
1732 Broadway
Seattle, WA 98122
206.322.0013

Washington Memorial
16445 International Blvd.
SeaTac, WA 98188
206.242.1787

Bonney-Watson Federal Way
1535 SW Dash Point Road
Federal Way, WA 98023
253.839.7317

Bonney-Watson Parker Chapel
900 SW 146th Street
Burien, WA 98166
206.244.2320

4/5 - Pastor Torbjorn Lied - Palm Sunday,
Norwegian Service
4/9 - Ladies and Mens Aide, 12 p.m.
4/10 - Pastor Torbjorn Lied - Good Friday Service
with Communion
4/12 - Pastor Torbjorn Lied - Easter Service,
Norwegian and English.

Norwegian Services the first two Sundays of each month.
English Services the last two Sundays of each month.

2614 North Kedzie Boulevard Chicago, Illinois 60647 • (708) 867-7051
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Arts and Entertainment

Off t
o

Lise
Olden
in
concert
House
for
Rent
N
A smashing debut in the United States
o rw
ay

Edmonds, Washington
Available May 4th – August 3rd

Very Spacious: One Bedroom, One Bath
Fully Furnished • Everything Included
Adults Only • No Smoking • No Pets
Call Kerstin (206) 542 7179

Seattle, Washington Norwegian Commercial Club

Thursday, April 9 6 p.m.

Gary White, author of the book “Hall
Brothers Shipyard” will do a presentation
of the history of old wooden sailing ships
made in Port Blakely.

Thursday, April 23 6 p.m.
Laila Sharpe from Seattle Pacific
University will speak.

Leif Erikson Hall 2245 NW 57th St.
For more information call Ozzie at
(206) 297-4254

supporting local Norwegian business since 1932
Our Funeral HOme's reputatiOn is Based On
Family service, nOt a stOck market index!
Large corporations have worked their way into the funeral industry and taken the
intimacy and integrity out of funeral service by making it “a profit driven” business.
At Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, we have earned our reputation in the community
by providing quality, caring service for over 150 years. Our pledge to you and your
family is to keep our locally owned status and continue the highest
quality service possible. We have all your best interests at heart.

Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, Inc
5310 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11220

Tel: (718) 435-2276 • Fax: (718) 435-5137
We are the only Scandinavian Funeral Home left in the Tri-State Area
Proud of your ethnic &
cultural background?

Keep your heritage “afloat” with our handpainted “Heritage Buoys”

U.S. made authentic New England lobstertrap buoy • Dimensions: 11” x 5”
Buoy stick • Cable tie • Hand painted with acrylic latex paint, flag(s) of your
choice for indoor/outdoor use • Flags from most countries, yacht club burgees,
family crest, etc. made to order • Show your colors all year round
Hang on your lamp post, in your home, garden, boat etc.

Erik Østensjö (207) 546-7293 - info@heritagebuoys.com
www.heritagebuoys.com
Great Gift For Family & Friends! Please allow 3- 4 weeks for delivery

One of the top 100 SAS Royal Viking Travel Agencies in North America for 30 years!

Cruise Specialist!

We will take care of all your travel needs to Norway!
Our friendly and knowledgeable Scandinavian staff has
a combined 60+ years experience in the travel industry!

22048 Sherman Way, Ste 110, Canoga Park, CA 91303 • www.travelbyscott.com
info@travelbyscott.com • Tel: (818) 884-4047 • (800)747-9093 • Fax: (818) 884-404
Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly
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Norwegian Lise Olden and her band lit up the stage at the Swedish Cultural Center in Seattle, Wash.
on March 21. This was Lise’s first time visiting the United States.

Christy Olsen Field
Copy Editor

Norwegian indie-pop star Lise Olden
captivated her audience Saturday, March 21
at the Swedish Cultural Center in Seattle,
Wash. The sold-out performance was
standing room only in the crowded concert
hall. The crowd was a mix of young and old,
Norwegians and Swedes, non-Scandinavians,
music-lovers, and more!
Olden and her band members were
invited to the United States through a music
exchange partnership between the Swedish
Cultural Center and the Leif Erickson Lodge
in Seattle. A board member of the Swedish
Cultural Center found Olden’s music online,
and fell in love with her album. The board
invited Olden to perform for a week-long
tour in Seattle.
Her hauntingly beautiful voice has

Lincoln or bust…
(…continued from page 9)

who were now residents of North Dakota
joined Hanna for the statue ceremony. A
poem, Abraham Lincoln, written by North
Dakota poet laureate James W. Foley, was
read, and Stimmel delivered a eulogy to the
late president. The cablegram reported, “The
presentation of the statue further cements
the friendship between Norway and the
United States, and especially North Dakota,
about one-third of the population of which is
Norwegian.”
Alongside the bust are two engraved
bronze tablets. The text on one is from
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, “Government
of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth,” and the other
reads, “Presented to Norway by the people of
North Dakota, U.S.A., July 4th 1914.”
The statue still stands today at Oslo’s
Frogner Park. “During Germany’s World War
II occupation of Norway, the Lincoln bust
became the site of silent anti-Nazi protests
every July 4,” Collin says. “Typically, the
Germans forbade any public gatherings or
demonstrations, but they did not halt these
protests.”
2009 Norway trip will visit Lincoln bust
The American Independence Day
ceremonies in front of the Lincoln statue
have continued to be an annual event that is
organized by Norwegian Americans living in
the country and the United States Embassy.

impressive range, full of passion and energy,
at times melancholy.
Olden’s three talented band members
provided depth to her sound with the violin,
guitar, piano, and electronic synthesizer.
Olden has been writing her own music
since she was 14 years old, and writes most of
her songs in English. She said, “Songwriting
does not come easily to me. Instead, I make
up stories in my head, and then write a song
based on that.” Her title track “Waiting for
the Full Moon” has a melody that plays over
and over in one’s mind, which is exactly her
goal.
At the end of the evening, Olden and
her band received a standing ovation, and a
rousing call for an encore.
This is Olden’s first time in the United
States, and will certainly not be her last.
To find out more, visit www.liseolden.
com or www.myspace.com/liseolden.

At this summer’s ceremony, scheduled
for June 28, a group of people with ties to
North Dakota will take part in the ceremonies
to commemorate Lincoln’s bicentennial. The
June 20-30 tour is being organized by the
University of North Dakota Nordic Initiative,
Brekke Tours and Travel of Grand Forks, and
North Dakota Horizons magazine.
“This tour will be an opportunity for
current and former North Dakotans to
celebrate their heritage, the legacy of a
great president and the close ties between
the United States and Norway,” says Char
Rustan Brekke, owner of Brekke Tours and
Travel.
“The American Embassy in Oslo and
other Norwegian American groups are
excited about working with us to make this
a memorable event for everyone on the trip,”
says Bruce Gjovig, who heads the Nordic
Initiative, which fosters closer ties between
UND and Norway.
Other highlights on the 11-day tour
include travel across Norway’s fjord country,
a reception at the U.S. Embassy and a visit
to the Norwegian Parliament, both in Oslo,
as well as stops at other places around the
country that highlight North Dakota’s ties to
Norway.
Seats are still available on the tour,
and information is available by contacting
Brekke Tours and Travel at 1(800) 437-5302,
email, tours@brekketours.com or www.
brekketours.com.
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In Your Neighborhood
Spotlight on an outstanding
Norwegian American

Paul
Grimsland

Thor A. Larsen

Fishkill, New York

As many Norwegians know, Norway
is one of the most generous countries in
providing aid to the less fortunate on a percapita basis. Recently, President Obama has
strongly encouraged Americans to do more
volunteer work to help the under-privileged.
If one is looking for a model of what an
individual can do with modest means,
look no further than to Paul Grimsland, a
Norwegian-American who was born in Bay
Ridge, N.Y. and now lives in West Hurley,
N.Y. Paul learned about volunteer work from
his parents, who were born in Tysnes, Norway
and came to New York in the 1950s.
In 1991, Paul as a musician, traveled
to the Philippines to perform with a group
in various venues. During this visit, he had
a chance to visit the very poor outside of
Manila, who were living in shacks on large
dumps. The people scavenged the dumps for
food and items that could be sold for a few
pennies. He was especially impressed with
the very happy and beautiful children. It was
there he decided he would do something to
help these children. Well, he has been coming
back to the Philippines annually, spending
two to three weeks there, and helping the
children in education.
A modest amount of money is adequate
to sponsor a child to remain in school. Paul
started to sponsor a few students back in the
early 1990s and would see them annually,
encouraging their work and helping them
in conjunction with other related agencies.
During the year, he would help raise money
so that more students could be able to attend
school. The annual visits and work there have
been an incredibly rewarding experience for
Paul. He mentions how the first student he

Aker marine …
(…continued from page 4)

inflammation. We are particularly excited
about our krill-derived oil since it seems to
have a better bioavailability and faster onset
of action than other sources. Another key
factor is that we can now measure accurately
through a simple mail-in diagnostic test a
person’s fatty-oil levels. We are currently
conducting clinical trials in Germany to see if
we can raise these levels to the optimum eight
percent level with our Superba supplement.
Initial results are extremely promising.
Next steps?
Well, we are launching Superba in the
United States in the summer and also expect
finally a decision from the Europian Union
on whether as elsewhere in the world, krillderived Omega-3 can be classed as a food
and thus sold openly. As mentioned, we also
hope to have more clinical trial results in
2009. In short, an exciting year ahead.
Read more at www.akerbiomarine.com

Paul has spent nearly two decades
working to improve education
opportunities for children in the
Philippines. Paul’s work with Youth
With A Mission, YWAM, and Hope For
Change is truly inspiring!

sponsored, also named Paul, is now married
with children and he is employed by the
same organization that is educating the youth
in Manila. Paul is amazed by the enthusiasm
of the children and it continues to inspire him
to do more.
Initially, this effort was done within
the organization, “Youth with a Mission.”
Paul is now part of a team that formed a
new organization called “Hope for Change
International” which is partnering with
YWAM in the Philippines.
The new
organization’s mission includes working
with indigenous humanitarian organizations
in East Africa and Indo-Asia. Paul as
Program Director, Philippines, oversees the
foundation’s efforts to raise awareness and
support for child sponsorship programs.
More information about this fine organization
is found on their website:
www.h4cinternational.org
After Paul returned from his recent
three-week visit to the Philippines, he was
especially excited about the progress with
his students this year and he also brought his
15-year-old Philippine daughter Daniellee
with him. For Daniellee, this was her first
visit to the Philippines since she was adopted
there as a child by Paul and his wife, Vanessa.
Paul and Vanessa have two older children,
Daniel and Olivia.
Paul is still a musician and had been
a housepainter before some injuries. He
is employed at a Christian radio station.
Between the visits to the Philippines, Paul
is busy raising sponsorship funds, whereas
he pays for his own expenses going to
the Philippines. In net, Paul continues to
demonstrate that a man with modest means
can make a significant impact to the less
fortunate.

Trainee:

StatoilHydro is an integrated technology-based international energy company primarily
focused on upstream oil and gas operations. Headquartered in Norway, StatoilHydro
has more than 30 years experience and has had a presence in North America for over
20 years. Our culture is founded on strong values and high ethical standard.
StatoilHydro is listed on NYSE and Oslo Stock Exchange.
We currently have an open position in our Trainee Program in our Stamford, CT office.
This program offers a one and a half year engagement in a challenging professional
environment with possibilities for further employment in the StatoilHydro Group.
The ideal candidate for the Trainee Program will:
• Ensure all Exchange cleared trades are correctly captured in the trading system and
reconciled from Financial Clearing Member to accounting records
• Possess relevant undergraduate/graduate coursework (finance, accounting, economics)
• Basic accounting, G/L experience is helpful
• Posses strong PC skills, MS Excel a must
• Be a good team player, not afraid of discussing position differences and trading limits
with traders
Responsibilities for the Trainee will include, but are not limited to:
• Daily reconciliation of exchange trades trading system to FCM
• Control daily margin movements
• Ensure correct posting/reconcile to accounting system
• Backup P&L as needed
• Assist in monthly reporting
• Ensure process is performed according to SOX key control narrative
• Other ad hoc projects

A degree in the financial/economics field is required. An MBA in the financial/
economics field is a plus. All applicants must be legally able to work in the
United States. A valid work permit or access to temporary permit is acceptable.

StatoilHydro is an Equal Opportunity Employer

All resumes should be faxed to 203-978-6909 or sent by
e-mail to Debni@statoilhydro.com no later than April 15.

Meeting Bjørn …
(…continued from page 1)

him speak.
“We learned a great deal about him and
his skiing career because he was so willing
to share his story,” said Zuelsdorff. “His
participation helped us raise $105,000 for
the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, by
far our most successful Birkie Skiers for
Cures program to date.”
In addition to raising funds, Bjørn also
raced the 54K Birkie Classic. Thousands
of spectators lined the racecourse and
on the Main Street finish area watched
the Norwegian legend sprinting against
American, Gus Kaeding of Marquette,
Mich. Kaeding beat Daehlie with a time of
3:00:27.8. Dæhlie finished in 3:00:27.9.
As Dr. Ian Duncan, Professor of
Neuroscience at the University of WisconsinMadison and a lead MS Researcher said, “It
was more successful than we ever dreamed
and Bjørn was the perfect guest. Gracious,
generous and good fun, he made the perfect
ambassador both to help us raise money and
as a representative of Norway.”
To learn more about the American
Birkebeiner or the Birkie Skiers for Cures
program log on to www.birkie.com.

Norland Corp. • www.gonorland.com
Full service agency with experienced norwegian speaking consultants!
Visit Norway - A Journey of a Lifetime!
Our daily specials and regularly updated
information will help you make wise travel
decisions in a constantly changing world!

Verrazano Travel & Leisure

91 Lincoln Ave, Staten Island, New York 10306 • (718) 979-6641
inger@verrazanotravel.com • laila@verrazanotravel.com

SCANDINAVIA

• Heritage Tours and Theme Tours
• Customized Group Tours
• General Interest Tours
• Independent Travel

1-800-437-5302

www.brekketours.com

Request a brochure today!
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Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

L E W I S O . T IT L A N D
Certified P u b l i c A c c o u n t a n t

( 206)789-5433
3824 1 8 t h A v e
Se a ttl e , W A 9 8 1 1 9

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Small businesses
Individuals
S p e c i a l i z e d A s s i s t ance

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ

Scandinavian owned & operated

1.80 0 .87 0 . 7 6 8 8
Prices from

NOK 2492 (~$350)/week
NOK 4634 (~$650)/2 weeks
108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com • www.VikingCarClub.com

Now is the time to book your

Dream Cruise VaCation
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Call or email us for the best offers
to any destination of your dreams

Big Dreams

7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Fax: (718) 238-3604 • Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free (800) 822-5838

From Karmøy to Hawaii

The Kaare Ness Story

Now available on DVD from the Norwegian American Foundation
Classic Documentary Collection
Call (206) 441-3129 for more information.

Norway
Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please.

Scandinavian American Music for all Occasions

Ellen Lindstrom
& Company

Please call:
(718) 680-8361 or
(917) 968-2926
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International Women’s Day
“Heidi, we’d like you to hold en appell
for International Women’s Day on March 8”
(den internasjonale kvinnedagen),” one of
the teachers at the Steinkjer Voksneopplæring
asked. Having mastered the art of being
gracious in a clueless situation, I smiled. “I’ll
have to think about it and get back to you.”
Once I figured out it was just giving a speech,
I agreed. Then I realized that they intended
me to give that speech in Norwegian.
International Women’s Day is a big
deal in some countries and here in Norway
women greet each other with “gratulerer
med dagen.” The day of celebration was
the brainchild of the German socialist
leader, Clara Zetkin, in 1911. She thought
women needed a day to mark the fight for
women’s equal rights and to unite them in a
common purpose. Officially acknowledged
by the United Nations in 1975, it is now
a day recognized across the globe. (Go
to www.internationalwomensday.com or
www.internationalwomensday.com to learn
more).
It took me a long time to decide what
to talk about. Having not yet mastered the
art of witty repartee in Norwegian, I wrote
my speech in English and then utilized
the services of Google translator (freetranslation.imtranslator.net) to get the rough
Norwegian text, later tweaking it with the
services of a dictionary and my resident
Norwegian coach.
The Sunday event took place in front
of the bust of a local Steinkjer celebrity,
Fredrikke Marie Qvam. She is credited with
helping found the Norwegian Women’s Public
Health Association (www.sanitetskvinnene.
no) in 1896 to provide medical supplies,
emergency equipment and to train women
in nursing and first aide. Qvam was their
first president and held that position for 37
years. (For a detailed article by Inger. R.
Laake in English about the norske kvinners
sanitetsforening, go to: whqlibdoc.who.int/
whf/1990/vol11-no3/WHF_1990_11(3)_
p332-335.pdf).
Dusk was approaching and the winter
winds were dancing the two step across
bare faces as we stood to light candles and
distribute flowers in Qvam’s memory—and
to honor women everywhere. A small group
of girls from the local junior high sang and

I gave my speech. I wasn’t really nervous.
I had practiced all the words with “y”, “ø”
and “å” in them, and the trial run with my inlaws had gone well. Here’s a small excerpt
in both Norwegian and English…

It should be our collective goal that
someday we do not have to distinguish
between roles for men and roles for women…
but merely celebrate that which we are good
at.
Det bør være vårt felles mål at vi en dag
ikke trenger å skille mellom roller for menn
og roller for kvinner ... men bare er fornøyd
med de som vi er gode på.

As women, we should be able to wake
up each morning proud of who we are and
what we can offer the world – whether that
means caring for a child or a garden, raising
pigs or raising funds. Having a passion for
life and doing what we feel called to do…
that is the true mark of success.
Som kvinner burde vi kunne våkne opp
hver morgen stolte av hvem vi er og hva vi
kan tilby verden - enten det innebærer omsorg
for barn, en hage, dyr eller skaffe midler. Å
ha en lidenskap for liv og gjøre det vi føler
oss kallet til å gjøre ... det er det sanne mål
på suksess.

And that is what we strive for on days
like this International Women’s Day. That
every woman everywhere can be free to be
the woman she is meant to be.
Og det er det vi arbeider for på dager
som dette – den internasjonale kvinnedagen.
At hver kvinne overalt kan være fri til å bli
den kvinnen hun er ment å bli.

Change comes slowly, but it is not
impossible and together we can, we will,
make a difference.
Forandring kommer sakte, men det er
ikke umulig, og sammen kan vi, vil vi gjøre
en forskjell.

So what does it mean to be a woman?
Anything you believe it to be.
Hva betyr det å være ei kvinne? Alt du
synes, det skal være.

Russ Oberg, CLTC, CLU
Independent Insurance Broker

Long-Term Health Care
Serving individuals and corporations
Call me or visit my website:

www.obergltc.com
(206)362-5913

5650 24th Ave NW, Ste 603 Seattle, WA 98107-4155
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Events on Norway.com
For more information on these and other events visit us at:
www.norway.com/calendar.asp
Does your organization have an event coming up?
Would you like to have it added to our events calendar?

Commonweal Theatre receives
international Ibsen scholarship

12th Annual Ibsen Fest in Minnesota

Send an email to Christy at christy@norway.com or give us a call at 1(800) 305-0217.

Arizona

Kretsstevne 2009
April 4
Mesa, Ariz.
Join us for the Arizona Sons of Norway
gathering of all lodges in Arizona! The
event is being held at the Windemere
Conference Center in Mesa, and the cost
is $36.00 for all-day cultural events, coffee, cookies and luncheon. Among the
activities will be wood carving, music,
Norwegian immigration discussions,
cookie demonstrations, lefsa making and
hardanger. For more information, contact
Wendy K. Winkelman, (480) 854-3128 or
wendyathadeland@yahoo.com.

California

A Don’t Hug Me County Fair
Now through May 2!
North Hollywood, Calif.
It’s county fair time in Bunyan Bay,
Minn., which means one thing: The Miss
Walleye Queen Competition. Visit www.
adonthugmecountyfair.com or call (818)
700-4878 for more info.

12th Annual Ibsen Festival
April 17-19
Lanesboro, Minn.
Commonweal Theatre announces its 12th
Annual Ibsen Festival April 17-19, 2009
in downtown Lanesboro. Named for the
acclaimed “Father of Modern Drama,”
the Festival is a celebration of Scandinavian theatre, visual art, music and dance,
featuring over thirty different events and
activities. To reserve tickets, or for a complete list of Festival events, call 1-800657-7025 or visit www.ibsenfest.org.

New York

The Miss Norway Contest 2009
April 8
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Miss Norway of Greater New York and
Miss Norwegian Heritage will be selected.
The event includes lunch, coffee & cake,
live music, special guests and fabulous
raffle prizes! Contact Beverly Skaar at
(917) 656-1552 or bskaar1@aol.com with
questions. Brought to you by the Norwegian Immigration Association.

Knut Hamsun Celebration
April 19
San Francisco, Calif.
Join the Norse Federation and the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in San Francisco
for a celebration of Knut Hamsun. It is
150 years since the winner of Nobel Prize
in Literature was born in Lom, Norway.
Nordmanns-Forbundet/The Norse Federation will take part in the celebrations.
Welcome to join us. – There will be a donation of $ 5.00 towards refreshments.

Lecture on the Hardanger Fiddle
April 9
New York, N.Y.
Over the past few years Hardanger fiddle players Knut Hamre and Benedicte
Maurseth have charted new paths, investigating the connection between the oldest Norwegian Hardanger fiddles from
the 1600s and 1700s and the instruments
used in baroque music. www.scandinaviahouse.org

IOWA

Tempest Concert at Winchester Tavern
April 21
Lakewood, Ohio
Join the Ohio Norsemen for a concert
featuring Lief Sorbye, hailing from Oslo,
Norway, with his band, Tempest! Tempest
will be playing at The Winchester Tavern
and Music Hall on April 21st at 8 p.m.
www.Tempestmusic.com.

Norwegian Festive Cakes class
April 4
Decorah, Iowa
For important celebrations such as weddings and anniversaries, the “bake table”
is a tradition all over Norway. Learn to
prepare your own “bake table” with cakes
for festive occasions, like Syttende Mai,
confirmation, and graduation. These cakes
are also perfect to serve with a traditional
cup of Norwegian coffee after a meal. For
more information, visit www.vesterheim.
org.

Minnesota

Nordic-American Composers Concert
April 5
Minneapolis, Minn.
The Edvard Grieg Society of Minneapolis,
and Norway House, will present a concert
devoted to the music of Nordic-American
composers on April 5. This concert of
music will be hosted by Libby Larsen,
Minnesota native with Norwegian roots,
one of the leading composers of her generation. For further information about this
concert please, contact Odell Bjerkness at
(952) 842-8343.

Ohio

WISCONSIN

Norwegian dance performance
April 1
Stoughton, Wis.
The Norwegian Dancers from Stoughton, Wis. will be performing at the Sons
of Norway Lodge. There is limited seating, so please call for reservations by contacting Ginnie Wilcox at (562) 596-5616.
$5.00 per person donation at the door.
Third Annual Benefit Dinner and
Program
April 19
Madison, Wisc.
The Norwegian American Genealogical
Center, Madison, invites everyone to attend the gala benefit dinner. The evening
will include dinner, vendor display, social
hour, raffle, and a program by Dr. A. Erik
Gundersen. For reservations, call (608)
255-2224 or genealogy@genealogy.org.

Photo courtesy of Commonweal Theatre.

Commonweal’s Artistic Director Hal Cropp receiving the International Ibsen scholarship.

Special Release
Lanesboro, Minn.

The Commonweal Theatre Company has
received one of the first International Ibsen
Scholarships awarded by Norwegian Ministry
of Culture. These scholarships represent
a desire of the Norwegian government to
support models of artistic work that focus
on issues of form and content in the spirit of
one of the world’s great playwrights, Henrik
Ibsen.
The Award Committee, chaired by actress
Liv Ullmann, welcomed Commonweal’s
Artistic Director Hal Cropp and Ibsen
Festival Coordinator Adrienne Sweeney
to receive the award and participate in the
International Ibsen Festival and conference
in Oslo, Norway. While in Norway, they
joined other scholarship recipients from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Norway and
2008 International Ibsen Award-winner
Peter Brook at an award ceremony hosted at
Ibsenhuset in Skien, Ibsen’s birthplace.
“To be given one of the first Ibsen
scholarships ever, to be the only North
American company so honored, to be
recognized in this fashion by the Norwegian
government, is a truly humbling experience,
one which validates our belief that our
commitment to Ibsen’s work is vital for
our community and for the future of theatre
everywhere,” said Cropp. “The financial
award will allow us to take the development
of our Ibsen Festival to a place of national
renown and will further strengthen our efforts
to bring quality productions of this towering
Norwegian, this world figure to underserved
audiences throughout the Midwest.”
The scholarship – valued at NOK 250,000
(approximately USD $45,000) – will support
study and travel to expand the theatre’s
knowledge of and resonance with the canon
of Ibsen’s works. Commonweal’s signature
commitment to producing Ibsen began in
1998 and through growing popularity has
evolved to include the Ibsen Festival – a citywide celebration of Scandinavian theatre, art,
music, and dance.
12th annual Ibsen Festival
Commonweal Theatre announces its
12th Annual Ibsen Festival April 17-19,
2009 in downtown Lanesboro. Named for

the acclaimed “Father of Modern Drama,”
the Festival is a celebration of Scandinavian
theatre, visual art, music and dance,
featuring over thirty different events and
activities. This yearly gathering of artists
and craftsmen was honored last fall by the
Norwegian Government, who awarded
the Commonweal Theatre one of only four
inaugural International Ibsen Scholarships
in recognition of ongoing commitment to
producing the works of one of the world’s
premiere playwrights.
For
this
year’s
Festival,
the
Commonweal is delighted to welcome
special guest speakers Joan Templeton
(president of the Ibsen Society of America
and author of Ibsen’s Women) and Ba
Clemetsen (manager of the Ibsen Festival at
the National Theatre of Norway). Additional
events and presentations events will include
a corset exhibit by artist Julie McLaughlin,
Norwegian cultural presenters, concerts,
classes and folk art displays. The highlight
of the weekend will be the opening night of
Ibsen’s classic drama, “Hedda Gabler.” First
presented by the Commonweal in 1999, this
2009 production will feature Resident Artists
Stef Dickens, Scott Dixon, and Jerome Yorke
with Adrienne Sweeney, Ibsen Festival
Coordinator, in the title role. The show will
be directed by Hal Cropp, Commonweal’s
Artistic Director and a 2009 Nominee for the
International Ibsen Award.
During the Festival weekend, “Hedda
Gabler” will be performed on Friday and
Saturday at 7:30 PM and Sunday at 1:30 PM,
at The Commonweal Theatre, 208 Parkway
Avenue North, Lanesboro. To reserve tickets,
or for a complete list of Festival events, call
1-800-657-7025 or visit www.ibsenfest.org.
Prior to opening “Hedda Gabler” in
Lanesboro, the Commonweal will tour the
production to eight sites in Minnesota and
Wisconsin. For a list of tour locations and
dates, visit www. ibsenfest.org.
For the box office, please call (800) 6577025 or visit www.commonwealtheatre.org.
The Commonweal is a non-profit
professional theatre with year-round main
stage and educational programming located
at 208 Parkway Avenue North in historic
downtown Lanesboro. For more information,
visit www.commonwealtheatre.org or call
(800) 657-7025.
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We don’t just connect great cities. We connect great families.
$532*
$552*
$552*
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$624*

ST

O

COP

OLM
CKH

EN

HA

GE
N

Oslo
Stockholm
Gothenburg
Copenhagen
Helsinki
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Book now to get the best fares. Call Finnair at 1-800-950-5000,
your travel agent or visit www.finnair.com/us

GO

All fares are based on roundtrip from New York (JFK) via Helsinki (HEL).
Starting 05.31.09 Finnair will add additional flights from New York (JFK).

EN

BURG

HE

SINKI

*Applies to roundtrip economy class only. Minimum stay: the night between Saturday and Sunday. Maximum stay: 30 days. Child discount: 25% discount for children between 2 and 11 years old. No stopovers. Tickets must be purchased by 04/30/09. Outbound travel
must commence by 04/30/09. Inbound travel must be completed by 05/31/09. Changes not permitted. Non-refundable. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Economy class fares are subject to limited availability, change and withdrawal without notice. Prices do
not include US Customs/INS/Aphis fees International Transportation Tax/Passenger Facilities Charges/Civil Aviation Security Service Fee/domestic and foreign Security and Airport Charges of $80 - $120 depending on destination.
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The Norwegian American Foundation created an education initiative with the goal of
increasing student exchange between Norway and the United States.
In January 2009, the Nordic American Learning Alliance (NALA) was launched
to help Norwegian students navigate the U.S. application process
with individual attention and support.

To learn more about NALA,
visit www.gradusa.org

The challenge should be the exceptional education you receive, not the application process.
301 5th Ave NE, Suite A • Seattle, WA 98115 • Phone: (206) 441-3044 • Email: naf.info@norway.com • On the Web: noram.norway.com

