New Feature:

Online this week at:

There is nothing more valuable we can possess than a firm and true-fast friend.
Man kan ikke eie noe mer verdifullt enn en
god og hengiven venn.
- Anonymous -

Embassy
Corner

norway.com

Interactive
Maps

TIME DATED MATERIAL — DO NOT DELAY

> Page 15

(Periodicals postage paid at Seattle, WA)

Norwegian American
WEEKLY

Formerly

Vol. 120, No. 7 February 20, 2009

Online News
Dateline Oslo

Gasoline prices around
the world in February
Pump rates in the United States,
the world’s top gasoline consumer,
inched up by 4 cents a liter, while
Norway’s motorists, who pay the
most for gasoline in Europe, saw
prices rise by 15 cents a liter.

Microsoft: Fast Search
for SharePoint on the
way

Microsoft took a big jump into
the search software market last
April when it acquired Fast Search
& Transfer, the Norway-based
developer of the Fast Search ESP
search technology, for $1.2 billion.
Since then, Microsoft has continued
to sell the Fast ESP software as
a stand-alone product. But that’s
about to change.

Matchmaking without
Norwegians

The International Matchmaking
Conference for businesses in
the Barents Region is this year
held in Luleå, Sweden. However,
Norwegian companies seem to have
other plans for the week. Only 20 of
the participating 180 companies are
Norwegian.

Trio of Norwegian
sisters made history

Three Norwegian sisters made
history on Feb. 14, when they took
part in the women’s slalom in the
world championships. It was the
first time in a major ski event that
three siblings participated in the
same discipline.
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Becoming Edvard Munch
Chicago museum presents rarely-seen work of Norwegian icon
Special Release

Art Institute of Chicago

The Art Institute of Chicago has
brought together 150 rarely seen works
by Edvard Munch and his contemporaries
for an exhibition titled, “Becoming
Edvard Munch: Influence, Anxiety, and
Myth,” a remarkably comprehensive and
contextual exploration of the Norwegian
artist behind the iconic composition “The
Scream.” Although “The Scream” will
not be on view, as the two versions do
not leave Oslo, many of Munch’s works
will be on display such as “Kiss by the
Window,” “Anxiety” and “Ashes.”
The exhibition will showcase works on
loan from private collections, leading
museums in America and abroad. By
considering Munch’s oeuvre in relation
to his fellow artists — including James

CONTINUES PAGE 13
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The Art Institute of Chicago just opened a new exhibit, “Becoming Edvard Munch,” featuring some of
the painter’s lesser-known works. The exhibition will be open until April 26.

Huge interest for Sami culture and northern lights at
Polar Weekend
The third International Polar
Weekend took place on
February 7 and 8 at the
American Museum of Natural
History in New York City.
As many as 5,000 people
attended the scientific and
entertaining event that
celebrated the highlights
from the International Polar
Year (IPY).
Berit Hessen

Managing Editor

The IPY, that comes to an end in
March, has been a two-year scientific
program focused on developing an
understanding of our changing planet.
Scientists from over 60 nations have
been examining a wide range of physical,

CONTINUES PAGE 13

From left: Risten Anine Gaup, Pål Brekke and Sara Marielle Gaup.
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Norge - Uken som gikk
Nytt på Nett

Nåløyet prisen til FIN

Under åpningen av Oslo Fashion 9.15. februar i Operaen delte magasinet Henne ut designprisen Nåløyet.
I konkurranse med sju andre norske
designere ble årets vinner det økologiske merket FIN. Prisen er en viktig
anerkjennelse og et springbrett for designerne som har fått den. I tillegg til
selve prisen, vant FIN 150.000 kroner
fra Innovasjon Norge, for å gi kommersialiseringen av merket et ekstra
løft.

Høy produksjon av fornybar
energi i Norge

Norges vassdrags- og energidirektorat (NVE) melder at det i 2008 ble
produsert 142,4 TWh elektrisk energi i Norge. Det er den nest høyeste
produksjonen noensinne. Den norske
kraftproduksjonen varierer med nedbøren. I 2008 ga mye nedbør høyt tilsig
til vannmagasinene. “Vannkraften er
Norges fornybare energikilde nummer
en. Derfor er det gledelig med en høy
vannkraftproduksjon, både på grunn
av forsyningssikkerheten i Norge, og
fordi vi da kan eksportere mer fornybar energi,” sier olje- og energiminister Terje Riis-Johansen.

Hijab topp i Forsvaret

Mens debatten raser om politi-hijab
ser Forsvaret gjerne at soldatene bruker religiøse hodeplagg. I den militære
delen av statens maktapparat er situasjonen en ganske annen. Forsvaret har
siden slutten av 80-tallet lagt til rette
for bruken av religiøse hodeplagg, og
vil gjerne ha flerkulturelt personell.
melder ABC Nyheter.

Branner i Stavanger

Nødetatene i Stavanger hadde en travel natt etter at det ble meldt om brann i
fire hus ved 4.30-tiden natt til søndag i
forrige uke. Brannen har trolig startet i
et hus i Austbøkroken i Hundvåg, men
spredte seg videre til tre andre hus. En
mann er pågrepet mistenkt for ildspåsettelse.

Oslo sentrum blir Kristiania
Et flertall i Oslo bystyres kultur- og
utdanningskomité går inn for å bytte
navn på Oslo sentrum til Kristiania.

Ifølge byrådsleder Erling Lae (H)
vil navnet omfatte store deler av dagens
sentrum.
“Det gjelder det vi nå veldig upresist kaller sentrum, som ikke er en del av
bydelssystemet i Oslo. Men egentlig er
jo sentrum mye mer enn det, og sentrum
sier jo veldig lite. Så dette synes jeg er en
god idé,” sier Lae til NRK.
Målet er å styrke identiteten til Oslo
sentrum og særlig Kvadraturen ved å
trekke linjene tilbake i byens historie.
Den dansk-norske kongen Christian
IVs byanlegg, Kvadraturen, utgjør i dag
en vesentlig del av Oslo sentrum. Nå vil
man skape mer liv og røre i området og
knytte det opprinnelige Christiania tettere opp mot resten av byen.

“Det er ikke så veldig ulikt det som
var det opprinnelige Christiania før
byutvidelsene begynte utover 1800-tallet,” sier Lae.

English Synopsis: The majority of
Oslo city’s council members want to
change the name of the Oslo center
to Kristiania. The aim is to strengthen
the identity of the downtown area.

Frognerparken fredes
Det er helt nødvendig at Frognerparken
nå blir fredet, mener miljøvernminister
Erik Solheim (SV).
Den 13. februar var han til stede da
fredningen av Frognerparken i Oslo ble
markert. Det er Riksantikvaren som har
valgt parken som ett av tolv kulturminner som fredes i Kulturminneåret 2009.
“Frognerparken er Norges best
besøkte severdighet og et flott rekreasjonsområde. I dag har vi sørget for at
den vil fortsette å være det i overskuelig framtid også,” sa miljø- og utviklingsminister Erik Solheim da han
var med og fredet Frognerparken.
Solheim stod, sammen med riksantikvar Nils Marstein og byrådsleder i
Oslo Erling Lae, for fredningen av Frognerparken. I gnistrende sol og en hånd-

full minusgrader hadde rundt 150 mennesker funnet veien til Norges største
bypark for å være med på feiringen.
Solhein er selv en aktiv bruker av
parken.
Fredningen skal sikre at Frognerparken bevares og ikke utsettes for
skadelige eller skjemmende inngrep
eller slitasje. Den skal sikre området
mot ny bebyggelse eller andre tiltak som
ikke er strengt nødvendige for driften av
anlegget, og skal også medvirke til at
parken beholder sin verdi som rekreasjonsområde, går det fram av Riksantikvarens nettsider. Riksantikvarens fredning omfatter Frogner hovedgårds anlegg,
Frognerparken, Vigelandsanlegget, deler
av Frognerparkens idrettsanlegg, Frognerparkens friluftsdel og tennisbanen mot
Kirkeveien.

English Synopsis: The Vigeland
Park in Oslo is now protected by law.
Around 150 people were gathered
in the park on Feb. 13. to mark the
event.

Rally Norway fikk pris for sitt miljøengasjement
Abu Dhabi gir i alle VM-rundene ut en
Spirit of the Rally-pris til noe de ønsker
å fremheve fra rallyet. I en kort seremoni 15. februar mottok Rally Norway
prisen for sitt miljøengasjement.

Brått klimaskifte endte
“super-istid”

Ekstremt raske klimaendringer, som
kan komme igjen, bidro til å avslutte
istiden. Det er hovedkonklusjonen i en
stor studie av hvorfor istiden i dagens
Norge tok slutt, ca. 9700 år før Kristus. Bak prosjektet står forskere ved
Bjerknessenteret for klimaforskning,
Universitetet i Bergen, med støtte fra
kollegaer i Sveits og Tyskland. Funnet
offentliggjøres i det velrenommerte
tidsskriftet Nature Geoscience, melder
Aftenposten.

Karl Johan. Photo by Beate Ørbeck.

Daglig leder Even Wiger (venstre) overrekkes prisen av Alexandre Gueschir, kommersiell direktør i
International Sportsworld Communicators Limited
(ISC). Foto: Roman Kejr/Rally Norway
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“Det er fantastisk at vi får en slik pris
og at miljøengasjementet til Rally Norway blir lagt merke til,” sier dagllig leder
Even Wiger, etter å ha mottatt prisen.
Rally Norway er et klimanøytralt
arrangement og i år har miljøfokuset
vært enda sterkere enn i 2007. Blant annet kunne man se ny miljø-teknologi i
Green Room på Scandic under hele VMrunden. Rally Norway var også arrangør
av et miljøseminar i Green Room og verdensstjernene og Jens Stoltenberg stilte
opp for Rally Norways miljøfokus.

Med dette engasjementet har Rally
Norway tatt på seg oppgaven å være
en ledestjerne på miljøsiden innen internasjonal motorsport. Begrepet “look
to Norway” som president Franklin D.
Roosevelt brukte under 2. verdenskrig,
skal også gjelde for motorsportens
miljøengasjement.
Sebastian Loeb, Frankrike vant Rally
Norway 2009, beste nordmann var Henning Solberg som kom på fjerde plass.

English Synopsis: Rally Norway, that
took place Feb. 12 - 15. in Oslo, received an Environmental Prize from
Abu Dhabi. The Rally had a “Green
Room” where new technologies for
low-carbon vehicles and fuels were
featured.

News
Tainted letter to Israeli Embassy
Two employees at an Oslo post office were taken to the hospital on Feb.
13 and placed in an isolation ward, when
they showed suspicious reactions including a rash with itching after having
handled a letter addressed to the Israeli
Embassy. The letter contained threats
directed at the Israeli Embassy. The
threats were related to the Gaza conflict,
according to the Oslo police. The police
suspects that the letter was sent within
the country. The postal workers, aged 28
and 48, were released from the hospital
on Feb.14. The Institute of Public Health
found no trace of infectious matters, but
the letter is being examined by the police
for traces of chemicals, possibly tear gas.
(NRK)
Law on sea wind turbines
Norway will present a draft law in
June to promote wind turbines at sea in
a shift to renewable energies from offshore oil and gas, the government said
on Feb 13. Oslo would also seek expert
opinions by April 17 for a law that would
range from rules for citing floating wind
turbines to how to avoid conflicts with
shipping, fisheries or migratory birds.
Norway’s StatoilHydro is among companies developing floating offshore wind
turbines, reckoning winds blow more
consistently at sea than on land and so
help compensate for higher costs offshore. (Reuters)
Financial support for Afghanistan
election
Norway will provide financial support for the Afghanistan presidential
election, to ensure there is a larger degree
of independence, announced the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
Norwegian contribution will be about
10.3 million (NOK 70 million). It will be
coordinated by the U.N., and will among
other things, be used toward setting up

Proud to bring you the
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an independent election commission and
an independent complaints commission.
The Afghanistan presidential election is
to be held on Aug. 20. (Regjeringen.no)
CO2 hits new peaks, no sign global
crisis causing dip
Atmospheric levels of the main
greenhouse gas are hitting new highs,
with no sign yet that the world economic
downturn is curbing industrial emissions. Levels of carbon dioxide, the main
greenhouse gas from human activities,
rose to 392 parts per million (ppm) in the
atmosphere in Svalbard in December,
a rise of 2-3 ppm from the same time a
year earlier. (Reuters)
Norwegian receives Market Leadership Award
On Jan. 28 Norwegian Air Shuttle
received the Market Leadership Award
from the international aviation magazine
Air Transport World (ATW). The award
is widely viewed as the “Oscar” of the
airline industry. Flybe and Norwegian
are the only European winners in ATW
35th Annual Industry Achievement
Awards. Flybe won the Regional Airline of the Year prize, while Norwegian
scooped the Market Leadership Award.
The award was presented in Washington,
D.C. on Feb. 17 and is widely regarded
as the pinnacle of aviation achievement,
particularly given that ATW is the most
widely read aviation monthly publication
in the world. (Traveldailynews.com)
The Norwegian State to take part in
the Skanled project
On Feb.13, the Norwegian Government decided that Petoro can take part
in the Skanled project with an interest of
up to 30 percent. Skanled is a planned
pipeline that will go from Kårstø on the
Norwegian west coast to Grenland on
the Norwegian East Coast, and to Sweden and Denmark. The pipeline makes

possible the export of gas to Sweden and
Denmark, and lays the ground for industrial use of gas in the Grenland region on
the east coast. Petoro will participate in
the project on behalf of the States Direct
Financial Interest (SDFI). (Regjeringen)
Justice Minister criticized over hijab
issue
The Police Directorate’s decision
to permit Muslim women to wear hijab with the Norwegian police uniform
has sparked a heated public discussion
which has put Justice Minister Knut
Storberget under fire. Spokespersons
from the political opposition, as well
as representatives from his own Labor
Party, have voiced their opposition to allowing the hijab to be worn with the police uniform. They claim that the police
uniform should remain neutral, free from
religious and/or political symbols. This
is also a view strongly expressed by the
Police Officers’ Union. (Norwaypost)
Former Members of Parliament to be
further investigated
The National Authority for the Investigation and Prosecution of Economic
Crimes (ØKOKRIM) has decided to reopen an investigation case where six former Members of Parliament are alleged
to have received higher pensions than
they were entitled to. In August last year
it became known that the Auditor General had concluded that the six members of
Parliament had unlawfully received altogether NOK 5.7 million more in pension
payments than they had been entitled to.
(NRK)
Q-Free ASA signs firm NOK 61m contract in Bangkok
Norwegian road toll systems developer Q-Free ASA announced on Feb. 10
that it has received a firm road tolling system contract from Bangkok Expressway
Company Limited (BECL). The NOK

3

61 million contract is based on a letter of
intent announced initially in January. It
covers modernization of an existing road
tolling system. Q-Free’s headquarter is
in Trondheim, Norway’s Silicon Valley.
The company has 240 employees and reported revenue of NOK 411 million in
2007. (Q-free.com)

Innovation Norway grants loan to
Kongsberg Automotive
The Board of Innovation Norway
granted Kongsberg Automotive AS a risk
loan of NOK 145 million. The news was
announced Feb. 12 by Sylvia Brustad,
the Minister of Trade and Industry, during a visit at the Hvittingfoss plant. The
money will be used for partly a liquidity
reserve and partly for serving new orders. The company has taken a number of
new orders that will require investments
in product development and production
equipment. The funding secures the Norwegian operations in a period with low
sales of commercial vehicles.
(Kongsberg Automotive)

Record sale of Norwegian natural gas
While falling oil prices has led to
a fall in the export value of oil, Norwegian export of natural gas reaches
new heights. In January 2009, the export values increased with 29,4 percent
compared to the numbers from January
2008, reports Barents Observer. The
amount of exported natural gas rose with
4,8 percent from December. Part of the
gas is being processed at the Melkøya
plant outside Hammerfest. Regarding
other export commodities except oil and
natural gas, the export value is falling.
In January, Norway exported goods for
NOK 24,7 billion, the lowest result since
July 2006. Decisive in this matter is the
reduction in mineral oil products, liquid
propane and butane and metals.
(BarentsObserver.com)
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Business
Exchange Rates
(Feb 16 09)

Services
• Financial Planning
• Retirement Planning
• Investment Strategies
• Insurance* Analysis
• Succession Planning

Judy A. Cooper

• Charitable Giving

Financial Advisor

• Business Planning

Judycooper@wradvisors.com

*Insurance products are provided

2601 • 4th Avenue, Suite 450 • Seattle, WA 98121
Tel: (206) 283-6661 x 103

through insurance companies with which
Waddell & Reed has sales arrangements.

Discount Car Rentals in Norway
We work exclusively with HERTZ
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Dansk Kr.

5.8348

Svensk Kr.

8.5822

Canadian $

1.2434

Euro		

0.7828

Kongsberg Automative Holding

Tapere

Navn			
Cecon ASA		
Petromena ASA		
Aker Floating Production
Petrolia Drilling		
Namsos Trafikkelskap

108 N. Main St., Cranbury, NJ 08512 • info@vikingcarclub.com • www.VikingCarClub.com

Why settle
for average?
vs.

Allstate Bank		

2.47%
1.63%

apy**

National Average

Allstate Bank offers a competitive 1-year CD rate that’s typically higher
than the national average. A CD is one of the smartest ways to save. It’s
simple, secure and easy to open. Call us today to open your account with
Allstate Bank. It couldn’t be easier.

Scott Peterson
Allstate Insurance Company
1713 NW Market Street
Seattle, WA 98107
Bus (206) 783-2195
Fax (206) 783-9269
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) quoted as of February 18, 2008, for a 1-year Certificate of Deposit (CD) and
is effective through Februay 21, 2008. Minimum deposit $1,000. Rates are subject to change.
Penalties will be imposed for early withdrawal. Deposits are FDIC insured up to $100,000 per depositor.
In certain states, the referral of CDs to Allstate Bank is limited by state security laws to agents who are registered securities representatives. Contact an Allstate Agency or Allstate Bank for further information. Allstate
Agencies receive compensation for the referral of Allstate Bank CDs, which may vary depending
on the size and term of the certificates.
**Annual Percentage Yield (APY). National Index determined by Bankrate, Inc., N. Palm Beach, FL on February 13, 2008. The Cupped Hands logo is a registered service mark and “Our Stand” is a service
mark of Allstate Insurance Company.©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
attorneys and counselors at law

Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
24001 NW Sixty-fifth P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

Norway
Art
(612) 339-7829

Sons of Norway Building, B-20
1455 W. Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408

www.norwayartonline.com email: mjtmn@aol.com
By appointment please.
Proud to bring you the
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Dnb NOR is looking to keeping its
shipping lending stable in 2009
Tradewinds

NOK 2310 (~$455)/week
NOK 4284 (~$840)/2 weeks

apy*

6.8938

Navn			
Reservoir Exploration Tech.
Birdstep Technology
Repant			
TGS-NOPEC Geophysical

Joe Brady

Prices from

3.25%
2.15%

Norsk Kr.

Vinnere

Oslo Børs:

No shipping bank did more as a
mandated lead arranger of syndicated
loans than DnB NOR in 2008, with
nearly $12 billion in financing.
“Going forward, I’m not that
concerned about being in the Hall of
Fame. I’m more concerned with staying
out of the Hall of Shame,” said Harald
Serck-Hanssen, global head of shipping,
at a New York conference this week.
But just how much is the Norwegian
bank willing to lend this year? The
short but rather fuzzy answer—as told
to the Hellenic-American/Norwegian
American chambers’ 15th annual
shipping
conference—is
whatever
amount does not increase DnB NOR’s
overall shipping portfolio.
What does that mean? Trade-Winds
caught up with Serck-Hanssen during
a break in the conference and tried to
sound him out on details.
Although he was unfailingly genial
in describing the bank’s position, he
would not volunteer a firm figure. The
number seems to be under—and likely
well under—a ceiling of $5bn but he
would not be more specific.
DnB NOR has an overall committed
portfolio of shipping and offshore
lending of some $35 billion, SerckHanssen says. It can hold steady and yet
do new lending by recycling funds as
they become available through paydown
of amortisation and cancellation of
existing commitments, he adds.

DnB NOR normally turns over its
portfolio every three years. This will
change in the current tough climate
because owners will cling to their existing
lines of credit. The new estimate is that it
could take about six years to recycle the
portfolio, reckons Serck-Hanssen.
On that basis, between USD $5
billion and $6 billion could be freed up
this year if the estimate holds. However,
some of this will go to existing clients
who renew their facilities (at higher
margins), so this must be subtracted
from the total.
“I’m not going to give you a specific
number but even if it is USD $2 billion
or $3 billion [available], the point is that
we will in no way be able to compensate
for the other banks that are completely
pulling out of the market, nor will the
other shipping banks that are still here
but, like us, are lending less in 2009 than
in 2008,” Serck-Hanssen said.
Put in perspective, DnB NOR
churned out as much as $10 billion in
shipping loans for its own account even
in a tough 2008, by Serck-Hanssen’s
rough estimate. This assumes it kept
30 percent to 40 percent of the roughly
USD $12 billion in syndicated loans for
its own account —as is its typical ratio—
and did a like amount of bi-lateral loans
that do not show up in the syndication
tables.
DnB NOR has grown its shipping/
offshore portfolio by some 30 percent to
40 percent during each of the past few
years, Serck-Hanssen adds.

SAS to end Seattle flights
SAS, flying to Seattle, Wash. since 1966, will discontinue
service between Seattle and Copenhagen after the
summer 2009 timetable
Special Release

This will mark the end of 55 years of
continuous SAS service between Europe
and the U.S. West Coast, longer than any
other airline. They were the first carrier to
launch direct service via the Polar Route,
CPH-LAX via Greenland and with a fuel
stop at Winnipeg, on Nov. 15, 1954.
As written in the SAS history
archive: After thorough preparations,
the first polar route was inaugurated on
November 15, 1954. “Helge Viking” took

off from Copenhagen for Los Angeles
via Søndre Strømfjord and Winnipeg.
Povl Jensen was pilot-in-command. At
the same time “Leif Viking” took to the
skies from Los Angeles. The two aircraft
met in the polar night high above the
Canadian tundra. The crowd cheered
when the mayor of Los Angeles, Norris
Poulsen, upon arrival in Copenhagen
waived a sign with “Los Angeles City
Limits” written on it.

Sports

King Bjørndalen

Results &
Standings
World Cup Cross Country
Overall Standings

1. Dario Cologna SUI		
2. Petter Northug NOR		
3. Ola Vigen Hattestad NOR
4. Pietro Cottrer Piller ITA
5. Giorgio Di Centa ITA		
6. Jean Marc Gaillard FRA
7. Sami Jauhojaervi FIN		
8. Martin Sundby Johnsrud NOR
9. Lukas Bauer CZE		
10. Eldar Rønning NOR		
11. Vassili Rotchev RUS		
12. Tor Arne Hetland NOR

939
736
580
568
521
501
501
463
436
430
422
373

Norway dominates the World Championship
and Bjørndalen wins his 12th title

Silver for
Svartedal

Photo: wikipedia.org

World Cup Sprint
Standings

1. Ola Vigen Hattestad NOR
2. Tor Arne Hetland NOR		
3. Renato Pasini ITA		
4. Alexev Petukhov RUS		
5. Emil Jönsson SWE		
5. Nikolay Morilov RUS		
6. John Kristian Dahl NOR

580
335
276
236
232
200
184

World Cup Cross Country
Women’s Overall Standings
1. Aino-Kaisa Saarinen		
2. Petra Majdic SLO		
3.Justyna Kowalczyk POL		
4. Virpi Kuitunen FIN		
5. Arianna Follis ITA		
6. Marianna Longa ITA		
7. Pirio Muranen FIN		
8. Marit Bjørgen NOR		
9. Kristin Størmer Steira NOR

1276
1250
1167
1095
835
813
703
674
514

Nordic Combined World Cup
Klingenthal, Germany 2/15
1. Bill Demong USA		
2. Jason Lamy Chappius FRA
3. Pavel Charavy CZE		
4. Magnus Moan NOR		

27:04
+.06
+1.7
+11.7

Nordic Combined World Cup
Standings
1. Anssi Koivuranta FIN		
2. Magnus Moan NOR		
3. Björn Kircheisen GER		
4. Bill Demong USA		
5. Jason Lamy Chappuis FRA

1169
1120
840
820
611

Biathlon World Championships
12.5 k Results
1. Ole Einar Bjørndalen NOR
2. Maxim Tchoudov RUS		
3. Alexander Os NOR
4. Tomasz Sikora POL
5. Lars Berger NOR
6. Halvard Hanevold NOR

1:46.79
+:41
+:52.8
+1:33.4
+1:52.9
+2:06.9

Ski Jumping World Cup
Oberstdorf, Germany 2/15
1. Finland		
2. Russia		
3. Austria		
4. Norway		

5

1,413.8
1,378.3
1,354.3
1,185.0

Fis-worldcup.com
Jürgen Palme
Eurovision

Norwegians Ole Einar Bjørndalen,
Lars Berger, Halvard Hanevold and Alexander Os dominated the World Championship Sprint competition in Pyeongchang, South Korea. The fab four took
the four top spots in the men’s race, with
Bjørndalen winning the title and Os finishing in the much less rewarding fourth
place.
Bjørndalen completed his 10 km run
in the total time of 24:16.5 minutes, just
1.2 seconds faster than Lars Berger. The
latter had originally planned to join the
commentators for Norwegian broadcaster NRK during the race but received his
starting spot when Emil Hegle Svendsen decided not to compete about five
hours before the race. Then, says Berger,
“came the adrenaline rush. At home in
Norway they can now bake a cake and
celebrate.”
Bjørndalen and Berger each missed
two of their targets but easily compensated for their penalties on the course,
logging the two fastest course times
of the day. Hanevold had shot clean in
all four sessions and finished 12.5 seconds behind Bjørndalen. The reward for

Photo: Statkraft.com

39-year-old: the bronze medal.
The best of the rest was Russia’s
Maxim Tchoudov, who struck all of his
targets but finished in a total time that
was 29.1 seconds slower than that of
Bjørndalen. Starting in the first group
with number 19 on his bib, Tchoudov
had been in the lead through much of the
race.
The four Norwegians had picked
groups three (Hanevold and Os) and four
(Bjørndalen and Berger), and it seems
quite possible that their great skiing time
was in part due to a course that was getting faster as the temperatures dropped.
Bjørndalen had been the penultimate athlete to start the race, wearing bib number
122 in a field of 123 starters.
Then, the Norwegian Biathlon legend, Bjørndalen won his record 12th
World Championship title in on Sunday,
Feb. 15 competing in the 12.5km pursuit. Bjørndalen now has 86 World Cup
victories in his career tying Swedish
Alpine Skier Ingemar Stenmark. Bjørndalen hopes to continue racing for several more years.

Norway defeats Germany 1- 0
Kjell Olav Strømsli
Trondheim, Norway

When Åge Hareide stepped aside
before Christmas, Egil “Drillo” Olsen
was picked to conduct the squad through
three friendly games before the World
cup qualifying match against Macedonia in June. Olsen is the most successful coach for the national team ever, and
brought Norway to two FIFA World cup
tournaments in his last period from 1990
to 1998.
Several experts have been very skeptical to his reemployment and claims his
way of playing is outdated. Well, it was
so outdated that the second ranked on
the FIFA rank, Germany was defeated in
front of 45,000 home supporters in the

indoor soccer field in Düsseldorf. Norway was also playing without the biggest
profiles on the team. John Carew, John
Arne Riise and Steffen Iversen were all
injured.
The only goal came in the 62nd minute when a cute angle cross from Morten
Gamst Pedersen deflected on Thorstein
Helstad and slipped through to Christian
Grindheim on the far post, who hammered the ball in the net. 		
Norway was playing with great enthusiasm through the whole game and
never allowed the hosts to gear up to
their usual pace. This was the first victory since November 2007 for the squad,
and hopefully gives the players needed
confidence in the continuation.

Norway’s Jens Arne Svartedal came
2nd in the men’s 15km cross country,
classic style event at Valdidentro, Italy,
on Feb. 14. Sweden’s Anders Södergren
won the race with compatriot Johan Olsson in third place.
Norway’s Martin Johnsrud Sundby
placed fourth, with compatriot Eldar
Rønning sixth.

Loeb wins
Rally Norway

Photo: www.diarioepoca.com

Sebastien Loeb of France took first place in
Rally Norway.

Norway Post

French driver Sebastien Loeb won
Rally Norway, held near Hamar Feb.
15, ahead of Finnish Mikko Hirvonen.
Finnish Jari-Matta Latvala came third.
Norway’s Henning Solberg came 4th.
Loeb said he had long wanted to
win Rally Norway, and said he was very
pleased with the arrangement and the
roads.
Petter Solberg, now with his own
private team, driving Citroen, placed
sixth. He said he was satisfied with the
result, just glad he could get the team
together in time, and participate.
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Op Ed

Sincerely,
The Scandinavian Heritage Foundation
Portland, Ore.

University, to give insights to NCAA
scholarships for Norwegians. Tennis
coach Charles Enge will give another
perspective on the college search. He
has visited 650 universities, taught and
coached at 8 high schools in 3 states and
is a former Fulbright teacher in Norway.
Norwegians are not used to writing
essays, getting recommendations and
selling themselves to obtain a spot on
a varsity team. Therefore American
Fulbright students studying in Norway
will give practical help to students
applying for scholarships.
This initiative should help boost the
amount of Norwegian students going to
America.

Dear Johanna,
We want to take this opportunity to
wish you a very happy birthday!

Sincerely,
Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Sincerely,
Editor

Dear Editor,
Our friend Torhild Espeland
celebrated her 80th birthday recently.
She was born in Lista, Norway, to Helge
and Ragnvald Tønnessen Borhaug. When
she was 22 years old, she traveled to
America and settled down in Brooklyn.
In 1956, she married Martin Espeland
from Kvinesdal. They were both active
in the First Evangelical Free Church on
66th Street in Brooklyn, and went on
several missions throughout the years.
Espeland was a dock builder and died in
a work-related accident in 1983.
Torhild has dedicated many years
to the Free Church as secretary, and has
also taken part in many different aspects
of church work in Brooklyn.
We wish Torhild many wonderful
years ahead. She has a house in Lista and
travels there every summer.
Her birthday was celebrated at the
last Scandinavian restaurant in Brooklyn
in a private banquet room with dinner
and cake—a cozy and wonderful time
for a group of Norwegians.

Dear Editor,
In the midst of World War II, then
President Franklin D. Roosevelt said in
a speech, “look to Norway,” to illustrate
how the Norwegian people suffered and
resisted the occupation of Nazi Germany.
Today, I say to you, “look to Norway,”
as an example of progress and how they
handle their oil and gas industry.
Like Alaska, most of their wealth
is derived from North Sea oil, but
Norwegians have barely touched a penny
of it. They have put more than $350
billion into an investment fund for future
generations. They have not nationalized
their oil industry, but have allowed the
private oil companies to make a fair profit
of 18 percent, with an 82 percent return
to the government, so the oil companies
become service companies doing the
research and exploration.
The Norwegian model is that the
government controls the resource
with research and exploration done
in partnership with international oil
companies. Naturally, oil companies
don’t prefer this model, but they are
satisfied with 18 percent profit and it
seems to work well in Norway.
With a per capita income of
$65,509, Norway ranks second only to
Luxembourg. Health-care services are
considered among the best in the world
and are available to everyone, with the
a cap on out-of-pocket expenses at $200
a year. It also gives generously to less
fortunate nations, donating more per
capita than any other country in the world.
Norway has no enemies, but it does have
a well-trained army that is always on the
front lines of international peacekeeping
missions. Norway has recently unveiled
plans to cut its greenhouse-gas emissions
to zero and thus become the world’s
first “carbon-neutral” country by 2050.
What is wrong with this picture? Maybe
Alaska should develop a new model?
Think about it.

Sincerely,
M. George Hansen
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Sincerely,
David Moe
Juneau, Alaska

Letters to the
Editor:

Do you have something to say? Send your letters to:
Jake Moe, Editor-In-Chief j.moe@norway.com

7301 Fifth Avenue NE Suite A, Seattle, WA 98115

Dear Editor,
A founder and leader of the
Scandinavian Heritage Foundation
(SHF) with her husband, G. Bernhard
Fedde, Johanna Fedde celebrated
her 90th birthday with a group of 65
members and founders of the Oregon
and southwest Washington cultural and
educational organization.

Photo courtesy of Mike O’Bryant

Happy Birthday Johanna!

Born in Stavanger, Norway, 90
years ago, Johanna moved to Seattle,
Wash. as an exchange teacher to
teach high school. She and Bernhard
moved to Portland in the late 1950s,
where they along with several other
Scandinavians, most notably Mel and
June Pihl, and Erik and Kaja Voldbæk,
founded the Scandinavian Heritage
Foundation
to fund Scandinavian
studies at Portland State University. In
Portland, Bernhard and Johanna became
known affectionately as Mr. and Mrs.
Scandinavia. Bernhard passed away last
summer. Johanna continues to teach and
lecture. On Feb. 28, at Portland State
University’s Scandinavian Sampler, she
will give a lecture on the Norwegian
composer Geirr Tveitt, on the occasion
of his centennial. In addition to teaching
and lecturing, Johanna also wrote weekly

articles in Norwegian for 25 years for
the Western Viking, the precursor to the
Norwegian American Weekly.

Dear Editor,
The American Embassy in Oslo
is arranging a seminar later this month
on how to receive a varsity scholarship
in the United States. Three coaches
interested in meeting Norwegian athletes
will participate. They represent soccer
and tennis but will also inform about
possibilities in other sports.
As a new nation in 1905, sports
was important to build our national
identity. Sports still have a large place in
Norwegian hearts. Even at the Storting
you will find a representative having
been on the varsity swimming team at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Mr. Gunnar Gundersen (conservative)
represented Norway in the summer
Olympics in Montreal. He later received
his masters degree from University of
California, Berkeley.
The Ministry of Education is
proposing a strategy on how to get more
students going transatlantic for parts of
their education this spring. The Embassy
has invited coaches Bob Warming and
Bruce Erickson from the men’s and
women’s soccer teams at Creighton
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What did you pay for that?

$2.21

$3.69 USD

USD

is the median price for
a box of Ritz crackers
in the U.S.

is the median price for
a box of Ritz crackers
in Norway.

SAM & ELLIE

Editor’s Note with Jake Moe
I had the opportunity to spend some
time last week with my good friend
Eric Nelson, the Executive Director
of the Nordic Heritage Museum. He
has now been at the museum for a full
year and it was very fun to hear about
all the adventures and opportunities
that he has experienced during those
12 months.
Eric has spent decades working
at various museums, so he has a
good sense as to the culture of the
industry. And, as he tells it excitedly,
the highlight to the year has been
meeting great folks from Iceland,
Sweden, Finland, Denmark and of
course Norway and traveling to all
those countries as well! This is the
first time that he has been a part of a
cultural heritage entity and he told me
that he is so impressed by the deep
passion that all of the folks have for
“their” museum.
“I have made a conscious effort
to let everyone know that just because
I am the Executive Director of the
Nordic Heritage Museum, it is not
my museum—it is the community’s
museum. And, when everyone realized
that I meant what I said, folks have
responded with a zest and enthusiasm
to pitch in and help out the cause. It
has been so heartwarming to engage
these people. As a benefit to that
process, we are seeing younger people
develop a ‘buy-in’ to the museum with
programs, events and development,”
mused Eric.
As Eric and I spent more time
comparing notes, we agreed that our
styles of management and leadership
are pretty close to identical. The
Norwegian American Weekly is
not my newspaper, it belongs to the
subscribers and readers of the paper.
And, that is how Eric describes his
role at the Nordic Heritage Museum.
Some of the areas that have him
so extremely excited about the Nordic
Heritage Museum are the host of new
programs, lectures series and events
that are being developed. One example
is the Nordic Lecture Series being
developed in conjunction with the

Eric Nelson
Executive Director
Nordic Heritage Museum
University of Washington, something
that will be an excellent program that
can grow and attract major talent.
Another big reason for the
excitement at the museum these days
is the plan for the brand new museum
building in downtown Ballard. The
architectural drawings have been
completed and they are stunning.
Even in this economy, the community
is recognizing the long-term benefits
of having a dynamic program in
a tremendous building at an ideal
location. It will be a win-win for
everyone concerned with maintaining
their Nordic heritage.
One of the last questions that I
asked Eric was about Greenland. If
they attain their independence and
become the country of Greenland,
will the museum expand to include
six Nordic countries? It was obvious
that he had been asked that question
before because he responded so
quickly with, “what about the Baltic
States, the University of Washington’s
Scandinavian Department has added
those entities as well. Should we be
all-inclusive?” I was just trying to be
a little controversial, but I am afraid
I’ll have to get up a little earlier in the
morning to fool Eric.
All the best,

Jake Moe

By Ray Helle
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The Taste of Norway
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Orange Sipper

Italian Sipper

Recipe provided by Yves Menard - Charlie’s
on the Lake, Omaha, Nebraska

Recipe provided by Yves Menard - Charlie’s
on the Lake, Omaha, Nebraska

• 1 oz of Bache-Gabrielsen Cognac
(Classic VSOP)

• 1 oz of Bache-Gabrielsen Cognac
(ClassicVSOP)

• Infused with fresh orange zest

• Infused with Madagascar vanilla

• 1 oz Orange Italian Liqueur

• 1 oz Hazelnut liqueurs

Photos: L-solarnavigator.com R-apartmenttherapy.com

Welcome to Cognac

Irish Sipper

Winner of the Competition ABF 2004 Theme:
Travel Invitation

Recipe provided by Yves Menard - Charlie’s
on the Lake, Omaha, Nebraska

• 1.5 oz of Bache-Gabrielsen Cognac

• 1 oz of Bache-Gabrielsen Cognac
(Classic VSOP)

• 1/3 oz of passion liqueur

• 2.5 oz of cinnamon syrup
• 1 oz of tonic
Embellishment: pineapple, strawberry,
spearmint

Photo:godfisk.com

with Bache-Gabrielsen Cognac

Gravlaks is used at most restaurants and hotels all over Norway and around
Europe. It can be used as appetizer or as a main course. Fresh salmon filets are easy
to find in grocery stores or fish markets. There are, of course, many different ways to
make it, but here is one that is no fail.
Two boneless salmon filets, 2-3 lbs.
each
1 cup sugar
1 cup salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper

1 large bunch fresh dill (dry dill will also
work, but fresh will taste better)
Bache-Gabrielsen cognac, as needed (14 ounces)

In a bowl, mix together the sugar, salt
and black pepper and set aside. Finely
chop your fresh dill and sprinkle half of it
in the bottom of a non-reactive casserole
dish. Lay the filets skin side down in the
dish. Once the filets are placed, rub them
with the salt and sugar mixture. Sprinkle
the rest of the dill over the filets. Pour
a small amount of Bache-Gabrielsen
cognac over each filet (roughly 1/2 oz.
to 2 oz. per filet). Cover the dish with
plastic wrap, and place a small amount
of pressure on top (example: a plate) and

place the dish in the refrigerator. Turn
the filets every 12 hours or so, so they
marinate evenly.
After three days they are ready to
enjoy. Serve them sliced. Mustard sauce
is a common addition.
Bache-Gabrielsen cognac can be
purchased online at www.OverstockWineOnline.com. (Not all states allow
shipment of alcohol, if your state can not
be shipped to, you can ask your local liquor retailer to order the product).

Sweet Mustard Sauce
1 cup vegetable oil
2 to 3 tablespoons finely chopped fresh
dill

• 1 oz Irish Cream

6 tablespoons sweet grainy mustard, or
to taste
2-3 tablespoons Dijion mustard
1 tablespoon sugar, or to taste
1-2 tablespoons vinegar

Gravlaks and cocktail recipes all
courtesy of www.bache-gabrielsen.com.
Sweet Mustard Sauce recipe from
Andreas Viestad’s book, “Kitchen of
Light,” now available in paperback.

Combine the sweet mustard and
2 tablespoons of the Djion mustard in
a medium bowl. Add the sugar and 1
tablespoon of the vinegar. Gradually add
the oil, whisking contantly. Adjust the

flavors as necessary. The sauce should be
neither overly sweet nor overly acidic.
Add a little water if the sauce gets too
thick. Stir in the chopped dill. It will
keep, refrigerated, for 2 to 3 weeks.

• Infused with honey

• 2/3 oz apple juice

Gravlaks (Marinated Salmon)

Scandinavian Specialties

The Little Viking Gift Shop

Seaport Village - 817 West Harbor Dr. San Diego, CA 92101
(619) 232-7160 • www.thelittleviking.com • info@thelittleviking.com
Fine Gifts and Collectibles • Cooking supplies • Clothing • and more!

Bringing you the finest quality
Scandinavian Foods and Gifts

Largest Scandinavian
Store in the West!
www.scanspecialties.com
6719 15th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117
Phone: 206-784-7020 or toll free at 1-877-784-7020
We ship via UPS. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Call for product list.
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On vacation from June 28th to August 4th!

“A Taste of Norway in the Heart of Brooklyn!”

ORDIC
DELICACIES

Phone: (718) 748-1874
Fax: (718) 833-7519
E-mail: nordicdeli@aol.com
www.nordicdeli.com
6909 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Skiing

Travels to Norway

in
Norway
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Go skiing on the same tracks as Olympic gold
medalists Lasse Kjus and Alberto Tomba at Hafjell,
or choose another recommended ski resort
Special Release
VisitNorway.no

Located just north of Lillehammer,
you find the ski resort of Hafjell. The
resort was the site for the giant slalom
and slalom events during the 1994
Lillehammer Olympics.
“High standard slopes”
Berend Blanket from the Netherlands
is here with his wife and two children
and another family of five. They have
rented a cabin and are here to ski.
“The slopes are perfect for us. The
children can ski the gentler slopes while
we try the steeper, more challenging
ones and meet them at the bottom,” says
Berend.
The Blanket family has been coming
to Hafjell several years in a row.
“We come here because of the
excellent snow conditions and the high
standard slopes. We like to book well in
advance and know we can rely on the
weather conditions,” explains Berend.
Other resorts
In a country famous for its winter

athletes, Hafjell is far from the only
resort worth spending your holiday at.
With more than 200 modern alpine ski
resorts to choose from, you should be
able to find one to suit your needs.
Andreas Rødven, general manager of
the Norwegian Ski Resorts’ Association
is sure that the Norwegian resorts offer
value for money.
Quality checks
“Quality checks we have carried
out during the last couple of years show
that tourists visiting our ski resorts are
very pleased. Their overall experiences
compared with their expectations are
extremely good,” says Mr. Rødven.
He explains that Norway has tiptop resorts offering safe skiing for both
new beginners and the advanced. In
addition most resorts have high standard
accommodation, restaurants, pubs, shops
and lively after ski venues.

Photo: Nancy Bundt/Innovation Norway

Popular areas for cross-country skiing
in Norway
Cross-country skiing in Norway is
free of charge. Well-prepared tracks are
found in large parts of the country.

Photo: Johan Wildhagen/Innovation Norway

Thalia Symphony

Photo: Terje Rakke/Innovation Norway

Orchestra in residence at Seattle Pacific University

Howard Hanson: “Nordic” Symphony
Sibelius: Violin Concerto
Rose McIntosh, violin
Northshore Performing Arts Center
18125 92nd Ave. NE, Bothell
Sunday, Feb. 22nd, 3;00 p.m.
www.thaliasymphony.org
Box Office: (206) 281-2048
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Roots and Connections

Kjendis Jenter
20. februar
Mike Sevig
Minneapolis MN
Halstein Morken
Ålen Norway
Mikael Hoem
Kristiansund N Norway
Rev Joel C Rolf
Radcliffe IA
21. februar
Thor Rygh
Drammen Norway
Trygve J Dale
Tacoma WA
Marie Anne Rinell
Mt Vernon WA
Karen Marie Hicks
Bellingham WA
Anne Erlandsen
Seattle WA
Lisa Chavez
Goleta CA
HM King Harald V
Oslo Norway
22. februar
Karen Bendixen Boyd
Olympia WA
Martha Lofall
Poulsbo WA
Elisabeth Grambo
Seattle WA
Inga Fritzen-Buan
Harestua Norway
Mrs Axel Gidlof
Los Angeles CA
Peder Endahl
Woonsocket SD
23. februar
Sivert Stupstad
Hagen Sask Can
Mrs Richard Beck
Victoria BC Can
Ole Kvithyll
Two Rivers WI
Svenn K Lovlie
Bremerton WA
Annie Mathiesen
Las Vegas NV
24. februar
Julia Anderson
Scottsdale AZ
Maurine Phelps
Seattle WA
Roy Thornton
Strongsville OH
Oline Dokken
Benson MN
David Sund
Olympia WA
Bill Gosnell
Pawnee OK
25. februar
Hilda Danielsen
Surrey BC Can
Kristi Samuelson
Sheffield IA
Egil Erlandsen
Mosjøen Norway
Jane Slattebo
Los Angeles CA
Martha Bjornstad
Chandler AZ
Roger Johnson
Seattle WA
26. februar
Ivar Jenseth
Seattle WA
Bob Colter
Castle Rock WA
Sarah Anderegg
Redmond WA

By Solvï Dolland

Answers for crossword puzzle:
Hulter Til Bulter Nr. 1
Printed Feb. 6

Norwegian American Weekly

Photos of the Week
Send your photo of the week to tiffanie@norway.com

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?
Give us a call at (800) 305-0217.
Birthday listings are free, but must be
submitted one month in advance.

Ole and
Lena
The Mailman was
making a delivery to Ole’s house and
noticed a penguin walking around the
side yard. After asking Ole where it
came from and finding out that it just
showed up a couple of days before, he
told Ole that penguins don’t normally
walk around Wisconsin and maybe Ole
should take him to the zoo. Ole agreed
with him and said he would do it this
afternoon.
The next day while driving by Ole’s,
the mailman noticed the penguin was
still there. He stopped and said to Ole, “ I
thought you said you were going to take
the penguin to the zoo yesterday.”
Ole replied, “ I did, and we had so
much fun that dis afternoon we are going
to a baseball game.”

Answer key for:
Oldemor Ved Rokken
Printed Feb. 6

Vannrett:
8. HUSLEIE
9. NØLENDE
10. BEVERTE
11. EDERDUN
12. VIDVINKELKAMERA
14. SKANKER
17. DOMFELT
20. REVOLVERSKJEFTE
22. JULENEK
23. SLAVERI
24. NÆRMEST
25. ARTSRIK
Loddrett:
1. LUTEFISK
2. ALTERVIN
3. SISTEN
4. ANNERLEDES
5. ELVELARM
6. KNUDRETE
7. REGNEART
13. KIRKESKATT
14. SERSJANT
15. ARVELÆRE
16. KALENDER
18. FREMVISE
19. LITERVIS
21. KALORI

Did you Know?
“I wan to retire in Norway.”
Photo by Berit Hessen.

Akershus festning and Bergenhus
fortresses in Oslo and Bergen
harbours, are architectural treasures
from after the Reformation. The
oldest evidence of human inhabitants
are found on the rock carvings
(helleristninger) which are found
in abundance, some with hundreds
of figures consentrated. You find
them all over the country, maybe
most impressively in Alta in the
northernmost province of Finnmark.
-vg.no

Fisherman selling delicious Norwegian prawns at the harbor in Oslo.
Photo by Berit Hessen.

Photo: Norwegianguideservice.no
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Faith and Religion

In honor and memory of
Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed? Send a brief memoriam to naw@norway.com.

Ruth Elleson

With Bruce Larson

Ruth Elleson of Rockville, Md., passed away on Jan. 3. Her parents came to
the United States from Norway, and Elleson and her brother were raised in Jackson
Heights, New York. Elleson went on to be an economist at the Department of
Agriculture in Washington, D.C. She lived in the Washington metro area until her
retirement in the mid-1990s, and moved to Rockville, Md. She was a member of the
Ellis Island Foundation, the Museum of Modern Art, and the Smithsonian Institute.
Elleson was a lifelong Lutheran, and proud of her Norwegian roots. She passed
away from complications with pneumonia on Jan. 3 in Shady Grove, Md. Elleson is
preceded in death by her parents, and survived by her brother.
Kong Olav V’s kirke

Sjømannskirken

The Norwegian Church in New York

317 East 52nd Street (Betw. 1st & 2nd Aves.)
New York, NY 10022 - Phone: 1-212-319-0370
newyork@sjomannskirken.no - www.kjerka.com
Åpningstider: man.- torsd. 12-19, fre.- søn. 12-17
Gudstjenester:
Formiddagsgudstjenesten og Søndagsskole i New York:
hver sønd kl. 11, m/ kirkekaffe i etterkant. Hver første søndag i måneden erstattes gudstjenesten med Familiegudstjeneste kl. 14. Aktiviteter for barna
kl. 12.30. Washington DC: Hver 2. søndag i måneden kl 15 (sept.- juni):
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 7730 Bradley Blvd (Seven Locks Rd. og Bradley
Blvd.) i Bethesda, MD. Philadelphia: Hver 3. sønd. i måneden kl. 16 (febapril, okt-des): “Gloria Dei” - Old Swedes Church, Delaware Ave/Christian St.
Fastelavensgudstjeneste og Søndagsskole: 22. feb. kl 11:00
Kveldsbønn Askeonsdag: 25. feb. kl 19. Skjærtorsdag Gudstjeneste og kveldsmåltid: 9. april kl 18. Gudstjeneste Langfredag: 10. april kl 18. Gudstjeneste Påskedag: 12.april kl 11.
What’s Happening:

Business Lunch: We offer a delicious “smorgossbord”, a Norwegian “hot
meal” & dessert. All this for only $22! Dates: March 4 & April 1, Noon - 2 pm.
LunsjSuppe: nytt tilbud én onsdag hver måned fra kl. 12. til kl. 14 serverer vi
nydelig suppe! Neste LunsjSuppe-arrangement finner sted 18. mars. Pris: $10
Risgrøt: hver lørdag fra kl 13:00 - 16:00 - eller så lenge det varer. Pris: $5.
Norske matvarer : Stort utvalg av div. varer, ring oss - eller stikk innom.
Småbarnstreff: for småbarnsforeldre og barn, 19. feb. og 5. mars.
“Nattklubben”: m/mat og litt småprat. Dato: 26. feb. og 26. mars kl. 19:00
Ung i New York: Tirsd. 24. feb. kl. 19 og Sønd. 15. mars kl. 19.
Solo Piano Concert with Ola Gjeilo: Feb. 25 at 8 pm. Gjeilo’s
music is often described as spontaneous and fresh, and harmonically rich.
On Display at Trygve Lie Gallery: www.trygveliegallery.com
“Houses in the Land of the Northern Light”
Lithographs and Paintings by Gunn Vottestad
Gunn Vottestad is well known for her wide range interpretations of the
characteristic houses of the northern parts of Norway. Her work is
best described as paintings of “soulful houses”, or as she herself titles
them; “husan mine” . Her paintings & lithographs strongly reflect the
great love & affection she has for her birth place Vesterålen & the cultural heritage of northern-Norwegian.

SOlie

Weekly Wisdom

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159

Your Ad Could Be Here.
Reach Thousands - Very Reasonable Rates.

Contact: Jake Moe (800) 305-0217 or
Berit Hessen in NY (914) 337-4737

W R I T E R • PA S T O R • S P E A K E R

“The Road to Your Place”
(Continued from Feb. 6)
Jesus said, “In my Father’s house
are many rooms; I go to prepare a place
for you.” He did not say, “In my Father’s
house is a great dormitory. You’ll have
your own bed, but you’ll all be living
under one roof, a great summer camp
in the sky.” Jesus promised to prepare
a different place for each one of us,
and I believe that reveals a profound,
spiritual truth about life and what it’s
meant to be. One of the major battles
between the forces of darkness and the
forces of light, centers on conformity.
God’s creative Spirit has made every
snowflake different, every leaf unique.
How much more are we, made in His
image, to be the unrepeatable miracle
that He dreamed of when He first
thought of us eons ago.
The adversary’s goal is the reverse
of that. He wants us to conform, to be
like everybody else. We are to look
alike, smell alike, and sound alike. If he
can turn us as a people into that kind of
monotonous, monolithic mass, he will
have the victory. God went to a great
deal of trouble through His Son’s life
and death and Resurrection to set us
free to be ourselves to His glory and
honor. At those unique people, each
of us requires a different environment.
We have different comfort zones.
Sometimes when I’m conducting a
workshop, I ask the participants to
name their favorite room in the house.
The variety of answers in remarkable.
One will say, “I love the kitchen. I like
to cook, or just to be around cooking.
I like the aroma of food. The kitchen is
the soul of the house.” Some mention
the library, where books are kept, where
you can sit and read on a rainy day.
Some say it’s the bedroom. They like
the feeling of privacy. You can close the
door and relax or sleep, or be alone with
God.
Some actually say the bathroom.
There’s the appeal of an invigorating

shower or hot tub full of bubbles, or, in
some cases, one place to shut the door
and be alone for a few minutes away
from little people and their demands.
The dining room is a favorite of many.
They mention leisurely dinners around
the table and interesting conversation,
long after the food is gone. I’ve had
people choose the basement. “That’s
where I have my workshop or my
crafts.” In some cases, it’s the garage,
for a variety of reasons. One woman
chose it because she’s a gardener and
that’s where she keeps her gardening
equipment.
I think most of us have a particular
geography as well, through which if
we had our own way, our faith journey
would take us—physical surroundings
that seem to speak to our needs. If
you had to choose one place to live
out the rest of your life, where would
it be? Do you like the mountains, the
forest, the ocean, the plains, the desert?
Do you love the city, the country, an
island? Ruth and Billy Graham had
an opportunity to make such a choice.
With his peripatetic ministry, they were
free to make their home almost any
place. Billy, we’re told, is an ocean
person. The Grahams opted to live in
the mountains. I assume that’s because
Ruth is at home far more than Billy.
Most of us are so committed to jobs and
relationships that we don’t have that sort
of open-ended choice. Nevertheless,
there are those special places for all of
us where we feel most ourselves, where
the geography ministers to something
deep in our souls.

This excerpt has been reprinted
from Larson’s book “Faith for the
Journey,” with permission from the
author. In “Faith for the Journey,”
Bruce Larson follows the roads
Jesus walked and shows why He
followed these particular paths.

Our Funeral HOme's reputatiOn is Based On
Family service, nOt a stOck market index!
Large corporations have worked their way into the funeral industry and taken the
intimacy and integrity out of funeral service by making it “a profit driven” business.
At Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, we have earned our reputation in the community
by providing quality, caring service for over 150 years. Our pledge to you and your
family is to keep our locally owned status and continue the highest
quality service possible. We have all your best interests at heart.

Edw. C. Halvorsen Funeral Home, Inc
5310 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11220

Tel: (718) 435-2276 • Fax: (718) 435-5137
We are the only Scandinavian Funeral Home left in the Tri-State Area
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Arts and Entertainment

61” 10” 00” North Latidue:
Encounters and Memories...

Verrazano Travel
Scandinavian
and European Specials,
Winter Specials,
Carribean Destinations
and Cruises!

Opening reception
features artists and author

Call for Details:

1 (718) 979-6641
inger@verrazanotravel.com
laila@verrazanotravel.com

LUNDE MARINE ELECTRONICS, INC.
Sales and Service

Seattle,WA

phone (206) 789-3011
fax (206)782-3188

Tacoma,WA

phone (253) 627-6968
fax (253)383-4965

Dutch Harbor, AK
phone (907) 581-1498
fax (907) 581-1402

Sales@LundeMarine.com
5415 24th Ave NW, Seattle 98107

SeaMates Consolidation Service, Inc.
Ocean Freight Consolidators for Household Goods,
Personal Effects and Commercial Cargo
to Scandinavia and other Worldwide Destinations
316 Main Street, East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
Tel: 1-800-541-4538 • Fax: 1-201-460-7229
www.seamates.com
Contact Sig Samuelsen: sigs@seamates.com

Behind the Blackout
Curtains
By Ellen Dahlberg Zahl

Life in Nazi occupied
Norway
only $14.95 plus $5 shipping
send check or money order:
Ellen Dahlberg Zahl
P.O. Box 96
Saint Helens, OR 97051

(503) 366-9493

We can’t wait to
hear from you!
Send us your favorite Spring-time
recipe with a photo, and it may be
printed in a future issue of the
Norwegian American Weekly!
Email tiffanie@norway.com

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 40 years on the air
KKNW - 1150 AM
Saturdays 9:00 - 10:00 am
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

Painting of the Nærøyfjord by Mirjam Ahladas.

Special Release
Montpelier, Va.

Five Virginia women artists’dynamic
images and personal impressions of
their journey to the villages and fjords
of Norway in 2005 and 2007 will be
exhibited at the Montpelier Center for
Arts and Education from March 8 to
April 19, 2009. The public is invited to
the opening reception on Sunday, March
8, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. with a special
program at 4:00 p.m.
This exhibit is an extension of
a Norwegian/American show at the
Sogn Folkemuseum in Kaupanger,
Norway in the summer of 2007. Mirjam
Ahladas, a native Norwegian, Phoebe
Antrim, Arlene DeConti, Barbara Duke
Jones, and Christaphora Robeers will
be joined in the exhibit with works by
Gjert Heiberg of Kaupanger, Norway.
Kaupanger, located near the eastern tip
of the Sognefjord, Norway’s longest and
deepest fjord, also served as a base for the
Virginia artists. These powerful images
in oil, watercolor, charcoal, and textiles
will be exhibited along with posters
created by the graphic design students at
Atlee High School in Hanover County.
Celebrating the exhibition on March
8 with the artists will be Virginia author,
Carla Danziger, whose mystery novel,

“Hidden Falls,” set in the Sognefjord
region of Norway, was recently
discovered by Ms. Ahladas. The 4:00 p.m.
program will include a brief presentation
by Ms. Ahladas about the genesis of
the exhibition and a short talk by Ms.
Danziger about “Hidden Falls.” After
the program, she will sign copies of her
book that will be available for purchase.
Refreshments will be served. The center
is located at 17205 Mountain Road,
Montpelier, Va. For more information
please call 804-883-7378.

Scandinavian American Music for all Occasions

Ellen Lindstrom
& Company

Please call:
(718) 680-8361 or
(917) 968-2926
Proud to bring you the

Norwegian American Weekly
NORWEGIAN AMERICAN WEEKLY • F
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eptember20,
19,2009
2008
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In Your Neighborhood

Nordic Spirit Symposium celebrates sagas
Role of art, viking women highlighted
Judith Gabriel Vinje
Los Angeles, Calif.

The links between the pagan Viking
Age and the Christianization of the
Nordic countries continues to fascinate
historians, as well as Scandinavian
Americans and other members of the
general public.
Despite the rare rainstorm that hit
Thousand Oaks, California, more than
200 attended the two-day Nordic Spirit
Symposium at California Lutheran
University Feb. 6-7, as noted scholars
wove their interconnecting accounts of
the days when both the cross and the
hammer figured prominently in the life
of the Scandinavian people.
Sponsored by the Scandinavian
American Cultural and Historical
Foundation, this year’s symposium,
the 10th in the annual series, revolved
around the Icelandic Sagas, the richest
legacy of the Viking Age, hailed and
studied throughout the world, according
to Howard K. Rockstad, Nordic Spirit
founder and director.
Wearing bright, authentic Viking
Age garb, Marit Synnøve Vea, project
manager of the Avaldsnes Project in
Avaldsnes, Norway, brought the role of
Viking women into the picture, with her
special interest in Norse Saga literature,
which has much to say about the role
of women in the Viking Age. While
most women were primarily connected

Huge interest …
(…continued from page 1)

biological and social research topics. The
Norwegian IPY budget is $47 million
(NOK 320 million), which makes
Norway the third largest contributor,
after Canada and the United States.
At a reception that kicked off the
Polar Weekend, host Consul General
Sissel Breie said: “Norway believes
that arctic issues are best resolved
through international cooperation, and
the International Polar Year is a prime
example of countries working together
to achieve desirable outcomes for all.”
The Norwegian Consulate General
New York was a contributing partner of
the two-day event, that was filled with
activities for all ages. The event included
performances; short lectures; film clips
with commentary; and an interactive Polar
Fair with explorers, artists, performers
and scientists from Greenland, Canada,
the U.S. and Norway.
Polar Research
Dr. Olav Orheim, the senior advisor
of the Research Council of Norway, and
head of the Norwegian IPY Program,
spoke about how the change in climate
has made an impact on the people and
wildlife in the northern communities.

with the home and the farm, women
could also be shield maidens, warriors
or priestesses. And some were very
powerful and wealthy.
Women were also well-represented
among the gods. While Frigg was the
protector of the home, and the carrier of
maternal love, Freya was the goddess
of erotic love. But were they originally
just one goddess, Nerthus, the original
Nordic “Mother Earth”? Vea suggested
that “the early Christian chroniclers may
have deliberately or mistakenly described
Frigg and Freya as two different fertility
goddesses.”
Asked if she wished she had lived
during the Viking Age, Vea said on the
contrary, “I feel lucky that I live today
because life was very hard then.”
Merrill Kaplan of Ohio State
University, delved further into the
relevance of the Icelandic sagas, which
are considered a national treasure in
Iceland, where the original manuscripts
have resided since the 1960s after
Denmark released them. “All people in
the past have been interested in their own
past,” she noted, pointing out that the 14th
century Christian writers of the sagas
were interested in their pagan Viking Age
past. That interest is still alive as modern
audiences are increasingly fascinated by
the sagas.
Indeed, as acclaimed poet Bill Holm
noted, “Iceland is a culture that has stayed
alive because of words—their stories
and sagas.” Holm, who divides his time

between Minnesota and an Iceland fjord,
is the grandson of Icelandic immigrants.
All the Icelandic Sagas have been
translated into English now. And it is a
“literature that is still alive in the national
consciousness.”
Norwegian chronicles and Icelandic
sagas give a polished and rounded
image of the Christian conversion of
Norway. But as Anders Winroth of Yale
University told the symposium audience,
the conversion to Christianity had been a
slow, piecemeal process. “It’s unusual
that anyone abruptly changes all their
religious beliefs and practices,” he said.
The use of the cross spread long before
the Scandinavians were Christianized,
he said, noting that 50 miniature crosses
have been found dating to the Viking
Age.
It is a seeming paradox to find
runestones with both crosses and pagan
animals, and both Thor’s hammer and
the Christian cross on the same artefacts.
Nancy Wicker of the University of
Minnesota, said that the animal style
was even used on churches, notably the
Urnes church in Norway.
While the sagas were all written
by men, women did have a medium
through which to tell their stories. Lena
Norrman of the University of Minnesota
says that women in the Viking Age
communicated their lore in their weaving
and embroidery.
Calling on the lore of the Norse
goddess Freya, Finnish-born singer and

Orheim, who is a renowned authority in
the field of Polar Research, was awarded
The Royal Norwegian Order of St. Olav
in 2007 for his efforts. He served as
director at the Norwegian Polar Institute
from 1993 to 2005.

“We are honored to be a part of this
event,” said the sisters.

Duodji and Jiok
Dressed in colorful Sami national
costumes, Sara Marielle Gaup and
Risten Anine Gaup, sisters from
Guovdageaidnu, Kautokeino delighted
the crowd by performing their traditional
Sami joik. They explained that each joik,
which mostly has no lyrics, is meant to
reflect a person, place or a feeling.
“Joik is often compared to the
chanting of the American Indians,”
explained Sara. The joik is deeply
personal and often spiritual in nature.
The sisters, who started performing at 10
years old, explained that no joik is written
down, but passed down in generations.
Sara and Risten had beautiful Sami
handmade crafts (duodji) on display.
The art of duodji, which dates back for
centuries, was passed down from their
mother. They expressed that people
visiting their stand were very interested
in learning more about the indigenous
people of northern Norway.
“We have met many American
Samis, who were happy to learn more
about their heritage,” said Sara Marielle.

Norwegian solar expert
Pål Brekke, a solar physicist
and senior advisor at the Norwegian
Space Centre, delivered an extremely
informative multimedia presentation on
the northern lights. He explained that
explosions in solar activity causes the
magical light to appear. Many scientists
have studied the aurora, but a major
breakthrough was made by the eccentric
Kristian Birkeland (1867-1917) from
Kristiana (Oslo). He was the first to
explain the source of the aurora, and by
his discovery a new field within science
was born.
“Birkeland, arguably Norway’s
greates scientist, established the first
permanent aurora observatory,” said
Brekke. Did you know that the front
of the Norwegian 200 krone bill shows
a portrait of Birkeland. On the back of
the note you can see a geographic map
of the north polar regions illustrating the
location of the aurora oval.
Brekke told the audience that the
solar activity varies in an 11-year cycle,
and at the moment we are at the bottom,
therefore the Auroras Borealis cannot be
seen as much.
“On some occasions you can see the
northern lights in different parts of

Photo: Judith Gabriel Vinje

Gathering in Viking Age garb at the recent Nordic
Spirit Symposium at CLU in Thousand Oaks,
from left, Howard Rockstad, symposium founder/
director; Terje Andreassen and Marit Vea of the
Avaldsnes Project.

flutist Ulla Suokko led the audience in
a rune-chant, accompanied by flamenco
guitarist Carlos Revollar, as part of
a “Musical-Magical Journey into the
World of the Valkyries.” The two New
York-based musical storytellers also
entertained at the Saturday evening
dinner celebration, which was attended
by Kirsti Westphalen, consul-general of
Finland in Los Angeles.
The Nordic Spirit Symposium is
sponsored by the Scandinavian American
Cultural and Historical Foundation and
California Lutheran University, and is
made possible by grants from the Barbro
Osher Pro Suecia Foundation, the Royal
Norwegian Consulate in San Francisco
and the Swedish Consulate in Los
Angeles.

the United States, even as far south as
Florida,” explained Brekke. The aurora
borealis occur at both poles, but Norway
has long traditions in studies of the aurora
and space weather, since the country is
located right beneath the auroral zone.

Becoming Edva …
(…continued from page 1)

Ensor, Paul Gauguin, Vincent van Gogh,
Max Klinger, and Claude Monet –
“Becoming Edvard Munch” challenges
the myth that Munch was an artist
crippled by his own neuroses and instead
presents him as a canny self-promoter,
deeply aware of the artistic trends around
him.
“I am thrilled to have this opportunity
to present a new view of Edvard Munch
to museum visitors,” said Jay Clarke,
curator of the exhibition at the Art
Institute. “On my first research trip
to Oslo, I went through hundreds of
unpublished letter between Munch and
his contemporaries. I kept waiting for
the ‘crazy Munch’ to reveal himself, but I
never found him. Instead, I found a many
very much in control of his career, even
acting as his own dealer and organizing
complex exhibitions and negotiations.”
“Becoming Edvard Munch” runs
through April 26.
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Norwegian Heritage

Porsgrund
Christmas Plates
1968 - 2008 • A 40-year collection
For more information please contact: Wenche Eriksen Berry
Tel: (425) 885-0692 Fax: (425) 883-1627
Email: ghberry@verizon.net

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
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Rønningen Ramblings
with Heidi Håvan Grosch

Heidi was a long-time Minnesotan until she married
her favorite Norwegian, Morten, and moved to his
home country of Norway. As a recent immigrant she is
experiencing Norway with a unique perspective, filling us
in on the good, the bad and the unexpected!

“The Norskprøve: a Norwegian
immigrant’s mark of proficiency”

Now is the time to book your

Dream Cruise VaCation
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Call or email us for the best offers
to any destination of your dreams

7906 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11209 • Gerd@kontiki-travel.com
Fax: (718) 238-3604 • Tel: (718) 748-7400 • Toll free (800) 822-5838
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15-Day Coastal Tour of Norway
June 19 - July 4, 2009

Bergen • Ålesund • Trondheim • Bodø • Lofoten Islands

Adventure includes
fishing villages,
museums, festivals
and meeting with locals
in their homes!
Price: $3,645

Hosted by your private tour consultant
and guide:

Linda Spencer

“Bringing the heart of Norway
to your travel experience!”

Ask about the “Fjord and Mountain” tour Aug. 11th-25th, call for details.

Nordland Corp.
Tel: (425) 299-4403 Email: norwayls@gmail.com

Big Dreams

From Karmøy to Hawaii

The Kaare Ness Story
Now available on DVD from the Norwegian American Foundation
Classic Documentary Collection
JUST $19.95 + S/H • Call (800) 305-0217
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The world was blanketed in a haze
of whiteness and the line between road
and ditch nonexistent. But like the pony
express and Santa Claus, I had to get
through.
It was Monday morning, the day of
the Norskprøve, a basic literacy test for
Norwegian immigrants. We are required
to have 300 hours of language training
over a three-year period and for many
the Norskeprøve is a graduation of sorts.
There are two tracks for the Norskprøve
– one easier (A2) and one harder
(B1). Both include a written portion
(skriftligprøve) and a spoken portion
(muntligprøve). Interestingly enough,
only about 50 percent actually DO pass
the written exam, but stop attending
Norwegian classes anyway.
I’ve heard that many employers
require this exam, but it doesn’t always
appear to be the case. However, if you
want to attend Høyskole or University
you must continue with the exam process
and take the Bergenstest (equivalent to
TOFEL, the Test of English as a Foreign
Language).
We were ushered into a formal exam
setting (one person per table, facing
front, an examiner looking over our
shoulders), and all across Norway, over
2,000 immigrants were doing the same.
Our first task was the Lydprøve (listening
portion). After listening to short bits of
dialog on a CD, we answered written
questions or selected from multiplechoice options. In my earlier school
days I was notorious for writing long
explanations next to the boxes I’d marked
and that hasn’t changed.
Needless
to say, I had a few “BINGO” answers
(close your eyes and point). Hopefully
lady luck was with me.
The second task in the skriftlig
exam was to read three different texts
and answer corresponding questions.
We read about bears, matched character
descriptions to names and a perused a
piece about the Flåm railway. The final
assignment was to write a letter to the
superintendent of a townhouse complex
complaining about noisy neighbors as
well as a 200-word essay on either a trip
we’d taken or our first love. I chose my
first love. I was five years old, he gave
me a puppy.
We heaved a sigh of relief after the
four-hour written exam was over, and
then waited for our turn with different
sensors for the spoken exam, which
we took in teams of two. After casual
small talk designed to make us feel more

comfortable, we began.
The spoken test is in three parts, all
assigned topics: a casual conversation
(we talked about news), individual
prater (my Russian partner talked about
her hometown, I about the good and bad
parts of living in Norway). Finally, we
were assigned a “debatable” topic (“the
responsibility adults have for children.”)
The spoken part of the exam lasted about
20 minutes.
I think I’ve come a long way in
a year and a half. At first it felt like
learning Norwegian was a competition. I
wanted to know all the grammar rules in
two weeks and then resented the fact that
I had no choice but to learn the language.
I was adapting to a new marriage, a new
culture, and living in the countryside.
Wasn’t that enough? My head was full.
Then I began to recognize that all that
stuff was getting in the way of learning.
In a way, I was my own worst enemy.
About a month ago (thanks in
part to the inspiration and dog-eared
determination of a fellow American), I
got motivated. I am finally feeling more
comfortable in my new “Norwegian
skin” and my language struggles make
me sympathetic in a way I never was
before.
Monday morning at the Norskprøve
I felt calm and in an odd way energized
by the process because it no longer had
any power over me. And truth be told, it
doesn’t really matter if I passed (although
it would be nice) because I really feel I
am in this now for me. And hopefully
the tears will be less, the understanding
more and the integration into everyday
conversations more complete.

For statistics on the Norskprøve go to:
www.fu.no. This site is in Norwegian.
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Embassy Corner
Dear Friends,
January and February are always a
period when one looks forward to what
the new year may bring. This year, the
sense of anticipation has been more
noticeable than ever, due to the great
expectations regarding the new President
of the United States of America. Since
the start of a new year is a perfect time to
embark on something new, the embassy
is delighted to announce that we will
now be contributing to the Norwegian
American Weekly on a regular basis.
Our contribution will come in the form
of this column, which will highlight
some of our recent activities.
In many ways, the start of 2009 can be
described as the “calm before the storm”
here at the embassy, as we anticipate
the many visits that have already
begun to fill our calendars as the new
administration gets settled. The interest
among Norwegian officials in U.S.
politics is overwhelming. The embassy
has therefore reported extensively on
the new administration, and made plans
for future visits and meetings between
Norwegian and U.S. officials. We look
forward to collaborating with the new
administration, and know that our
colleagues in Norway share this view.
The potential for collaboration
between Norway’s government and the

new administration is great, and the
embassy is of course always eager to
facilitate such collaboration. The fact
that the past few months have been a
period of transition has not prevented
us from trying to get a head start on
issues of specific interest to Norway.
Norway has already started discussing
issues related to climate change with
the new administration, with a focus on
the arctic. We expect this to become an
important aspect of our bilateral dialogue
in coming years.
Another area of mutual interest
is the complex and difficult situation
in the Middle East after the Gaza
conflict. Preparing for the Ad Hoc
Liaison Committee for Assistance to the
Palestinians later this spring has been a
priority. This committee coordinates and
promotes assistance efforts of individual
donors to the Palestinian people, and
Norway remains committed to what
AHLC aims to achieve: relief and
rehabilitation. Our Foreign Minister,
Jonas Gahr Støre, is the Chair of the
AHLC. Støre recently spoke with George
J. Mitchell, President Obama’s Special
Envoy for the Middle East, and while
the challenges facing the committee
are many, the hopes for what they may
achieve during this conference remain
high.

Photo: Erik Hoftun

Ambassador Strømmen welcomes Larry Bruton, Margaret De Bolt and Robert Frasca from the
architectural firm of Zimmer, Gunsul and Frasca at the opening of the Detour Exhibition in Washington,
D.C. on Jan. 28.

The embassy has also focused on
promoting Norwegian architecture here
in the U.S. Norway has experienced a
surge in innovative new architects over
the past decade, and to draw attention
to their work outside of Norway is
important to the embassy. We are
therefore delighted that the Norwegian
architectural exhibit “Detour” opened
at the National Building Museum in
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 26, with a
reception for more than 100 guests in
their grand hall.
This fascinating exhibit displays
innovative architectural structures such
as viewing platforms, resting points and

even bike sheds in scenic surrounding.
It will remain at the National Building
Museum until May 25, and then travel to
Philadelphia and New York.
All in all, the first two months of
the year have been a period of proactive
preparation that should serve our bilateral
relations well. We look forward to
keeping you all up-to-date on Norwegian
visiting delegations and events we will
be involved in, throughout the year.
Anne Myklebust,
Cultural Affairs Officer,
Royal Norwegian Embassy

Events on Norway.com
For more information on these and other events visit us at: www.norway.com/calendar.asp
Does your organization have an event coming up? Would you like to have it added to our events calendar?
Send an email Christy Olsen Field at christy@norway.com or give us a call at 1(800) 305-0217.

California

A Don’t Hug Me County Fair
Through March 29
North Hollywood, Calif.
It’s county fair time in Bunyan Bay,
Minn., which means one thing: The
Miss Walleye Queen Competition.
Visit
www.adonthugmecountyfair.
com or call (818) 700-4878 for more
info.
Nordic Moods Exhibit
Through March 15
San Francisco, Calif.
An exhibition of paintings, prints,
photography, textiles and ceramics by
artists of Nordic/Scandinavian decent.
Displayed at the Norwegian Seaman’s
Church in San Francisco. Visit www.
sjomannskirken.no/sanfrancisco
Fundraiser Party
March 13
San Francisco, Calif.
Join the Norwegian Seamen’s Church
for a Fundraiser Party! Hosted by
HULDRA with great food and wine,
entertainment, auctions and raffle.
The proceeds will go towards new
confirmation robes and altar candlesticks. $60 per ticket. RSVP by March

6 by calling or emailing the church.
Contact us at (415) 775-6566 or email
sanfrancisco@sjomannskirken.no.

Colorado

Scandinavian Film Fest
March 7
Denver, Colo.
Features three short films and a feature-length film, including: Slurpinn
& Co (Iceland), Mr. Mustache (Norway), Little Man (Denmark), You the
Living (Sweden). Followed by a reception. Email dlundquist@webroot.com
for details.

New York

Gunn Vottestad at Trygve Lie
Through March 1
New York City, N.Y.
After a visit to the stunning landscapes
of Lofoten in 2001, Gunn Vottestad
began painting what is best described
as “soulful houses,” or as she herself
titles them; “husan mine” (“my houses.”) Visit www.norway.org.
Snøhetta Exhibit
Through March 6
New York City, N.Y.
From February 19 through March 6,

the Architecture and Landscape Firm,
Snøhetta, mounts an exhibit of their
process for the Cultural Center at the
World Trade Center, working closely
with Keefe Butler and Jose Vidalon
of the March Department at Parsons.
Visit www.snoarc.no for details.
Musica Viva Concert
March 1
New York City, N.Y.
Musica Viva announces the “Music of
Norway” concert, featuring music by
Grieg (including Holberg Suite, Four
Psalms, Songs for Voice and Strings),
Svendsen (includes Icelandic and
Swedish folk melodies), and Nystedt
(with selected a capella choral works).
Tickets are $25. For information, call
(212) 794-3646 or www.musicaviva.
org.

Texas

Per Brevig with the East Texas
Symphony Orchestra
February 28
Tyler, Texas
Per Brevig will conduct the East Texas
Symphony Orchestra in a concert featuring the Russian-American pianist
Elena Baksht in Rachmaninoff Piano

Concerto No. 2. For information, call
(903) 526-ETSO or visit www.esto.
org.

Washington

Rick Steves at the Nordic Heritage
Museum
February 25
Seattle, Wash.
Guests will enjoy Steves’ presentation on Scandinavia, a Scandinavianinspired cuisine, an exclusive meeting
with Rick Steves and special travel
gifts. Call and reserve your seat today!
Proceeds benefit the Nordic Heritage
Museum. To order tickets, please call
(206) 5707 x10. Visit online at www.
nordicmuseum.org.
Nordic Knitting Conference
March 13-15
Seattle, Wash.
Expert knitters and designers from
across the country and Scandinavia will gather for the second annual
Nordic Knitting Conference. Knitting
experts will lead the three-day conference. For more information visit
www.nordicmuseum.org
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There’s no place like

Norse Home . . .

A neighborhood landmark built to serve the community.

a retirement community with heart!
Norse Home offers spectacular views of the Olympic Mountains,
Puget Sound and overlooks Ballard and the Woodland Park Zoo.
Enjoy a warm drink in the Bistro with your friends, take advantage of
carefree living, and be served by a caring and committed staff.
Call today for a tour and lunch will be on us! (206) 781-7400 • www.norsehome.com • 5311 Phinney Avenue North, Seattle, WA 98103

