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Ålesund is known for its Art Nouveau
architecture, the surrounding Sunnmøre Alps
mountains, and a stunning fjord landscape.
There are plenty of activities here that
will appeal to everyone’s taste. You can take
a tour to the puffins on Runde Island, visit the
aquarium, go fishing in the summer, skiing in
the winter, or take the ferry north through the
stunning Geirangerfjord.
These are all great options if you’ve got
a few days to spend in this scenic part of
Norway, but if you’re like me and only have
one day, you will want to spend your time
wisely and effectively.
I visited this unique town this summer
during the Voyage of the Vikings cruise, and
with only one day I tried to make the most
out of my time here. If you’ve got a day to
spend in Ålesund, here’s my list of top three
things to see (without feeling rushed!):

1. Walk up to Fjellstua Viewpoint
The viewpoint at the top of Mount Aksla provides a panoramic view onto Ålesund,
the archipelago, and surrounding mountains.
Isn’t it incredible?
The trail up to the top is paved and well
maintained. There are handrails and every 20
steps or so you’ll find benches to rest so even
the laziest of hikers can take their time during the ascent.
If you’re strapped for time or don’t want
to walk the 418 steps, you can also drive to
the top by car or take the city train.
On the way up, I found myself turning
around every few steps because the view
kept getting better and better, so I would really recommend taking the walk.
After soaking in the view for a few minutes relatively undisturbed, a tour bus arrived and unloaded a huge swarm of tourists.

My cue to leave!
Instead of walking back to town the
same way I had come, I found a different
route that followed along the ridge of Mount
Aksla for approximately 10 minutes before
descending down to the city level. All in all,
this took about 20 minutes total and was an
easy walk.
There are plenty of signs and maps at
the top of Mount Aksla, so you can easily
plan your route. The path I took down had
some great views onto the mountains around
Ålesund and it was much quieter than the
popular 418 steps.
Whichever way you decide to reach the
Fjellstua Viewpoint, know that it is a stop in
Ålesund that should not be missed!

Ålesund from above. The trail up Mount Aksla is well maintained, and this view is the reward. Photo: Elisabeth Beyer

See > Ålesund, page 9
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Nyheter
99 år og aktiv bowler

Elsa Johansen rullet sin første strike på
60-tallet, og har vært blant de beste bowlerne i landet. Nå er hun 99 år og ene
stående i sin klasse. Norges eldste bowler henter fram en medalje preget med
kong Olavs profil. Den er en av mange
medaljer og troféer som fyller hyllene i
stuen til 99-åringen i Sandvika i Bærum.
Bowling-veteranen har slått ned utallige
kjegler siden hun startet i 1969 og samlet like mange troféer. Selv om bowling-
veteranen fra Bærum nå har blitt 99 år
gammel, har hun ingen tanker om å gi
seg. — Bowlingen er veldig viktig. Selv
om det ikke går så bra lenger, så er det
jo veldig moro og veldig sosialt, forteller
Johansen. Hun er det eldste medlemmet
i Bærum pensjonistbowlere, 39 år eldre
enn det yngste. Gruppen treffes to ganger
i uka og nivået er høyt. Hun sier hun skal
stoppe å bowle når hun fyller 100, men er
ikke sikker på om hun klarer det.
(NRK)

Rekordmange ulver født i Norge i vinter

Seks helnorske ulvekull er født i Norge i
vinter, noe som er ny rekord. Det er doku
mentert gjennom vinterens ulvesporinger
og DNA-analyser, skriver Rovdata, som
har ansvaret for overvåking av ulv i
Norge. — Fem av dem er født i revir med
minst 50 prosent av sin utstrekning innenfor ulvesonen. Stortingets målsetting om
tre årlige ulvekull innenfor ulvesonen er
derfor nådd med god margin, sier leder
Jonas Kindberg i Rovdata. I år var det
hele seks kull. Revirene med ulvevalper
som er dokumentert i Norge er i Osdalen,
Julussa, Letjenna, Slettås, Mangen og i
Østmarka. Ulvebestander er i sterk vekst.
Fra 1. oktober i fjor til 15. april i år er det
registrert 92 eller 93 ulver i Norge, ifølge
Rovdata. Det er en betydelig økning fra i
fjor vinter, da det ble registrert mellom 33
og 35 ulver.
(VG)

Twitter flommer over av reaksjoner
etter Behring Breivik-dom

Over hele Europa reagerte folk med sinne
og vantro etter at terroristen fikk medhold i at soningsforholdene er brudd på
menneskerettighetene i dommen som ble
avsagt 20. april. På kort tid hadde flere
tusen delt sin mening på Twitter. Brukere
over hele Europa har kommentert nyheten, som har fått stor internasjonal
oppmerksomhet. «Man kan like den eller
ikke, men dommen fra Oslo domstol viser
med tydelighet hvor velfungerende rettssystemet vårt er» twitrer Twitter-lege Wasim Zahid. Internasjonalt er det den absurde kontrasten mellom morder og menneskerettigheter som får folk til å twitre.
Mange er sinte, og mener at en person
som har drept så mange mennesker ikke
fortjener menneskerettigheter. «Du dreper
77 uskyldige mennesker og så klager du
over at du ikke blir behandlet pent. Gal!
#Breivik» skriver nederlandske Rob van
Veen. Mange er også ironiske i sine kommentarer. Bilder fra cellen, Playstation
og treningsapparater blir nevnt. «Anders
Breivik drepte 77 personer og ble belønnet med tre celler, PlayStation, bærbar PC
og treningsstudio. Likevel er menneske
rettighetene hans brutt?» skriver britiske
Jennifer.
(Aftenposten)
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Ahmed (31) får ikke jobbe
Ahmed (31) får ikke jobbe fordi myndighetene
krever dokumenter fra
krigsherjede Aleppo
Thomas Olsen & Norunn Bergesen
Aftenposten

Ingeniører, sykepleiere og håndverkere
fra Syria får ikke godkjent sine kvalifikasjoner. Norske myndigheter sliter med å verifisere universitetsdokumenter fra det krigs
herjede landet.
Ahmed Alhaj (31) har ventet i nesten ett
år på å få godkjent sin syriske universitets
utdannelse. Flere tusen syriske flyktninger
risikerer å sitte uvirksomme lenge, før de kan
starte yrkeslivet sitt eller få studere i Norge.
Nå jobber norske myndigheter, nærings
liv og kommuner på spreng for å sørge for at
16.000 flyktninger kan komme i aktivitet og
starte sine liv i Norge, med bolig, norskopp
læring, utdanning og jobb.
Men nå roper Nasjonalt organ for
kvalitet i utdanningen (NOKUT), som godkjenner utenlandsk utdanning, og Nasjonalt
ID-senter et høyt varsko om en stadig mer
verkende integreringshodepine:
De to siste årene har det kommet rundt
12.500 syriske asylsøkere, som trolig vil få opphold i Norge. I tillegg skal 8000 kvoteflykt
ninger bosettes over tre år. Men mange av
de mest kompetente og kvalifiserte syrerne i

Sikkerheten
rundt Slottet

Foto: Frank Lervik / Aftenposten
Han har papirer på sin utdannelse. Men Ahmed Alhaj får ikke godkjent arabisk-bacheloren fra Aleppo fordi universitetet ikke svarer Norske myndigheter.

Norge risikerer å måtte vente lenge—kanskje
forgjeves—på å få verifisert ID-papirer og
godkjent sin utdanning og kompetanse.
Den syriske flyktningen Ahmed Alhaj
venter på godkjent utdannelse. Han har kommet seg igjennom papirmøllen hos utlendingsmyndighetene.
31-åringen har fått oppholdstillatelse
for tre år og er tildelt en nærmest uinnredet
leilighet på Lademoen i Trondheim. Hver
uke har han tre dager med norskundervisning
og to dager med språkpraksis ved en barne
skole i byen. Og den universitetsutdannede

mannen har begynt å planlegge en mulig karrière i norsk skole.
— Jeg trives veldig godt med den jobben jeg har i skolen og på SFO. Jeg jobbet
et år som lærer etter endt utdanning i Syria.
Mitt ønske er å jobbe som morsmålslærer i
Norge ... For snart ett år siden søkte han om
godkjenning av sin fireårige bachelor i arabiske språk.
English Synopsis: Norwegian authorities are struggling to verify university documents for Syrian refugees to be able to work in Norway.

Om Breivik-dommen

Ekspert om Breivikdommen: En
Eksperter mener at modig avgjørelse

sikkerheten rundt
Slotteter for dårlig

Simon Solheim & Kirsti H. Honningsøy
NRK

Fem år etter 22. juli-terroren er det fortsatt mulig for sivile å kjøre helt opp til et av
Norges mest profilerte og bevoktede bygg.
Flere eksperter mener nå at sikkerheten rundt
Slottet er for dårlig.
I begynnelsen av april kjørte en mann
en grå varebil helt opp på Slottsplassen. Selv
om kongens livvakttjeneste, Garden og Oslo-politiet reagerte raskt, kunne situasjonen
sett annerledes ut.
Politiet stengte av området og bombegruppen undersøkte bilen for eksplosiver.
Personen viste seg å være forvirret og syk,
ifølge politiet.
— Gardistene har mange funksjoner
og de klarte å håndtere denne mannen etter
at han kom ut av bilen. Men hvis man skal
kunne stoppe en hel bil, må det tyngre skyts
til, sier Sunniva Meyer, sikkerhetsforsker
ved Transportøkonomisk institutt til NRK.
Veien opp til Slottet er skiltet med
innkjøring forbudt, men har ingen fysiske
sperringer.
English Synopsis: Experts believe that the security around the Norwegian Royal Castle is not good
enough.

Eivind Lindkvist Johansen
VG

At staten dømmes for brudd på menneskerettighetene er alvorlig, men dommen
i Breivik-saken bør ikke nødvendigvis bli
ansett som et nederlag for Norge.
Det mener advokat Thomas Horn,
som tidligere har skrevet en doktorgrads
avhandling om varetektsfengsling og isolasjon.
20. april ble det klart at Anders Behring
Breivik vant frem i deler av søksmålet sitt
mot staten.
Retten konkluderte med at sonings
forholdene til terroristen bryter med
menneskerettighetene på følgende punkt:
** EMK artikkel 3: «Ingen må bli utsatt
for fortur eller for umenneskelig eller nedverdigende behandling eller straff».
— I utgangspunktet er det en veldig
høy terskel for å si at noe er umenneskelig
og nedverdigende behandling. Vi har en
bestemt enighet i Norge om at vi skal følge
menneske
rettighetene selv og arbeide for
at de også fremmes i andre land. Så det at
vi selv dømmes for brudd på menneske
rettighetene, er noe som vi må ta veldig alvorlig, sier Horn til VG.
— Det er en modig avgjørelse, og en
avgjørelse jeg antar retten har tenkt grundig
nok gjennom.
Horn, som anser det som høyst sann
synlig at staten kommer til å anke, mener

Foto: Schjødt / VG
Advokat og EMK-ekspert Thomas Horn sier at
kriminalomsorgen har fått en solid ripe i lakken.

dommen er et bevis for at vi har en fun
gerende rettsstat som har vist seg villige til
å sikre at menneskerettigheter blir ivaretatt.
På en pressekonferanse etter at
avgjørelsen ble kjent, opplyste terroristens
forsvarer Øystein Storrvik at hans klient ikke
kommer til å anke delene av dommen der
han fikk medhold, men understreket sam
tidig at isolasjonen må oppheves.
— Dette er helt klart en ripe i lakken for
kriminalomsorgen, som rett nok har blitt stilt
overfor en ekstremt utfordrende situasjon
med tanke på sikkerhetsbehovet, men også
fordi saken er så spesiell og med en så forferdelig forhistorie, sier Horn.
English Synopsis: Anders Breivik won against the
state in a prison lawsuit, but expert on isolation Thomas Horn believes this is not a defeat for Norway.
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Snowden lawsuit Breivik’s
Snowden sues
big win
Norway to avoid
extradition

Breivik wins prison
lawsuit against Norway

Staff Compilation

Aftenposten, AFP/The Local & NTB/VG
Edward Snowden, a fugitive U.S. intelligence contractor, has filed a lawsuit against
the Norwegian government seeking a guarantee that he will not be extradited if he visits
Norway to accept an award, a literary rights
group said on April 22 in a report by AFP.
The Norwegian branch of the PEN Club
has invited Snowden, who has been living
in exile in Russia since 2013 after revealing
widespread U.S. foreign surveillance, to collect the Ossietzky prize for freedom of expression in November.
PEN said a law firm had filed a petition with Oslo City Court “in order to allow
Snowden to travel to Norway without fear of
extradition to the U.S., where he faces decades of imprisonment under the Espionage
Act,” reports AFP.
The 32-year-old American was charged
by U.S. authorities with espionage and the
theft of state secrets after revealing the extent of surveillance programs run by the Na-

Staff Compilation

Aftenposten, AFP/The Local & VG

tional Security Agency, according to AFP.
The state is being sued through the Ministry of Justice.
“The Ministry of Justice would not comment on a case that may be considered and decided by the court,” said Ministry communications manager Gunnar A. Johansen to NTB.

Anders Behring Breivik won parts of his
lawsuit against the Norwegian state on April
20. The Oslo District Court believed that aspects of his prison conditions are a violation
of Article 3 of the European Convention on
Human Rights, which prohibits “inhuman or
degrading” punishment. However, according
to the Oslo court, the state has not violated
Article 8: Everyone has the right to respect
for his private and family life, his home, and
his correspondence, VG reports.
In a written statement, the Oslo District
Court said, “The court ... has concluded that
the prison conditions constitute inhuman
treatment,” noting that the right-wing extremist had been held in isolation for almost five
years. In accordance with the ruling, the state
will have to pay Breivik’s case costs of some
330,000 kroner ($41,000), writes The Local.

See > Snowden, page 5

See > Breivik, page 6

Photo: Lotta Härdelin / Aftenposten
Snowden has wished to visit Norway for a long
time.

Mediterranean stunt backfires
Norway Integration
Minister Listhaug’s
swim draws criticism
The Local
Images of Immigration Minister Sylvi
Listhaug floating in the Mediterranean Sea
in a survival suit have sparked a social media
backlash.
Listhaug, a Progress Party member
known for her hard-line stance, pulled off
the stunt off the coast of Lesbos as a way to
familiarize herself with the rescue work carried out by the crew of the Norwegian ship
Peter Henry von Koss.
She said that by floating in the sea she
would also get a chance to see things from
the perspective of migrants who risk their
lives crossing the sea to Europe.
“You can’t put yourself into the same situation as the refugees, but you can see it from
that perspective [and experience] how it is to
be in the water that way,” she told NTB.
“They don’t have a survival suit, so it’s
not comparable,” she added.
But if she was hoping to express sympathy for migrants and refugees, the mission
appears to have failed.
Social media was ablaze with reactions
to photos of the minister floating in the water

Photo: Øistein Norum Monsen / NRK
Listhaug got a taste of what awaits refugees who embark on the perilous journey across the Mediterranean Sea.

in a full-body suit.
“How about opening the window to really know what it’s like to be homeless?”
Karin Andersen from the Socialist Left Party
tweeted.
“Today I’m going to sit in a chair for five
minutes so I can really feel what it’s like to be
paralyzed,” lawyer Brynjar Meling tweeted.
“Next week: Sylvi Listhaug will experience what it’s like to be blind by shutting her
eyes,” tweeted Morten Øverbye.
Others took to Twitter to say critics were
suffering from “Listhaug Derangement Syn-

&

drome.”
“Should she have drowned in order to
experience what it’s like to be a refugee?”
asked media critic George Gooding.
The minister defended herself, saying
that she wanted to pay tribute to the Norwegian rescue workers who have saved migrants.
“I spoke with the crew, who told me
horrible stories. They are heroes who have
saved over 3,000 people. When I was asked
to see how they operate, of course I said yes.
It would have been completely rude not to
have done it,” she told TV2.

This week’s news from Norway is brought to you through partnerships with:
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This week in brief
Norway’s biggest online drug bust nets 15
arrests

Fifteen people have been arrested in what
has been characterized as Norway’s largest ever drug bust targeting the so-called
dark web.
The case has its origins in the FBI’s
2013 closure of the popular Silk Road
website, an anonymous online marketplace used for selling illicit drugs. When
a second version of the website was shut
down, American authorities were able to
access a list of sellers and clients’ names.
Amongst these were hundreds of Norwegians traders who had operated on Silk
Road.
Norway’s
National
Criminal
Investigation Service (Kripos) launched
operation Marco Polo, the nation’s first
and biggest operation against organized
drug crime on the dark web, and VG
reported this week that the sting has resulted in the arrest of 15 people, including
five men suspected of being the biggest
online Norwegian drug dealers.
Police solicitor Richard Beck Pedersen said that the alleged drug kingpins
had been using comprehensive technological camouflage since 2013.
Through the operation Marco Polo,
since 2014 the police have arrested 13
men and two women who have traded
a considerable amount of drugs on the
internet. The investigations are still on
going on and are expected to conclude
before summer.
(The Local)

Churches bar gay musician

“It is not natural for us to use him, because he has chosen that way of living.
Cohabiting with another man does not
match what we teach in our churches,”
Priest Bernt Rune Sandrib told Dagbladet, underlining that he would not call
the practice discrimination.
Organist Rune Hauan often plays the
organ in Lyngdal and Kvås Churches but
is unable to do so for congregations in
neighboring Eiken and Hægebostad.
Carl Magnus Salvesen, who works as
a church warden for Lyngdal, Eiken, and
Hægebostad Church Advisory Councils,
says no formal ban has been put in place
regarding Eiken and Hægebostad.
Churches in Norway are not bound
by the Working Environment Act, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation.
(Lyndsey Smith / The Foreigner)

Norway “almost flawless” for press
freedom

Norway was declared an “almost flawless” example of press freedom amongst
an overall “deep and disturbing decline in
respect” for media around the world in a
new report from Reporters Without Bord
ers (RSF).
The RSF’s annual World Press Freedom Index ranked Norway as the world’s
third best country for a free press, behind
only Finland and the Netherlands.
At the bottom of the list was what
the RSF called the “infernal trio” of
Turkmeni
stan (178th), North Korea
(179th), and Eritrea (180th).
The RSF pointed out that press freedom is a long-standing tradition in Norway.
(The Local)
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Business
Business News & Notes

First coal exclusions from the
Government Pension Fund Global

Norges Bank has decided to exclude 52 companies from the Government Pension Fund
Global after an assessment of companies
and the new product-based coal criterion in
the guidelines. The exclusions follow a first
round of analysis by Norges Bank Investment Management. Further exclusions will
follow in 2016.
Norges Bank’s Executive Board made
the exclusion decision based on recommendations from Norges Bank Investment Management. The Executive Board has found
that the recommendations satisfy the exclusion criteria and that the companies can be
excluded from the fund.
(Norges Bank)

Norwegian Air International receives
tentative approval to fly to the US

The U.S. Department of Transportation issued an order proposing to grant a foreign
air carrier permit to Norwegian Air International on April 15. When made final, the permit will allow Norwegian Air International
to begin operations to the U.S.

Winners

(April 25, 2016)
8.1908
6.6031
8.1337
124.53
1.2681
0.8873

Name

Wilson
RAK Petroleum
Deep Sea Supply
Havila Shipping
Tide

Losers

NOK

Change

9.40
8.15
1.16
1.86
22.90

13.80%
12.26%
11.54%
10.06%
8.02%

Name

NOK

Change

Sevan Drilling
Belships
Kitron
BW Offshore Limited
Prosafe

2.51
2.80
4.40
1.78
6.14

-6.69%
-6.67%
-6.18%
-5.82%
-5.54%

For detailed information about the Oslo Børs, visit www.dn.no.

Send us your Syttende Mai photos!

email high-res photos to naw@na-weekly.com for our 17. mai photo spread

Syttende Mai Dinner
Karmøy Club of Washington

Sunday, May 15, 2016 at 4:00 p.m.
at Leif Erikson Hall, 2245 NW 57th Street (in Ballard)
Featuring guests from Karmøy: Karmøy Kommune Mayor Jarle Nilsen;
Charles Langaaker with a group of 40; and Karmøynytt Editor Øystein Merkesvik
On the Menu:
Stuffed Pork Loin Dinner
with Marzipan cake

Cracking the code
of innovation

Worldwide innovators gather at Trondheim’s
Technoport Conference to share inspiration

Oslo Børs: Week at a Glance

Exchange Rates
Norsk Kr.
Dansk Kr.
Svensk Kr.
Islandsk Kr.
Canadian $
Euro		

“A final approval, based on the Open
Skies Agreement between the U.S. and
EU, will be win-win for consumers and the
economy on both sides of the Atlantic. It will
allow Norwegian to expand our U.S. operations. Our continued presence in the U.S.
will create thousands of jobs and generate
tens of millions of dollars of economic activity for the Group’s U.S. destinations,” said
CEO Bjørn Kjos of Norwegian Group.
Norwegian intends to continue hiring
hundreds of American-based crewmembers,
bring hundreds of thousands of European
tourists to the U.S., continue to offer the
American people affordable fares, and utilize an $18.5 billion order of planes from
American manufacturer Boeing.
Norwegian currently has a firm order of
149 Boeing 737s and 787s valued at more
than $18.5 billion. During the past seven
years, Norwegian has taken delivery of 103
brand-new U.S. manufactured Boeing aircraft (direct buys and leases).
Norwegian flies Boeing 787 Dreamliners and Boeing 737s on its routes between
the U.S. and Europe.
(Norwegian)
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Door Donation: $25 ~ Please wear your Bunad!

~ RSVP BY MAY 11 ~

Betty: (206) 542-8161, Gro: (425) 742-9133, Berit: (206) 789-3011

MULLAVEY, PROUT, GRENLEY & FOE
Attorneys and counselors at law
Advice regarding maritime and civil claims, disputes,
commercial transactions and estate planning.
2501 NW 65th St, P.O. Box 70567 Seattle, WA 98107
Telephone: (206) 789-2511 Fax: (206) 789-4484

Photo: Technoport / Wil Lee-Wright Photography
Voico’s noise-cancelling technology won the pitch contest at the conference.

Rasmus Falck
Oslo, Norway

Technoport in Trondheim is where innovators meet to share ideas and create new opportunities. This year the focus was on how
to crack the code to innovation. Over 700 attended the main seminar.
The locally based noise-cancellation
startup Voico won the Pitch Competition and
the prize of 250,000 NOK. Have you ever
gotten irritated by others talking too loud
on the phone in an open office? Because of
noise in the work environment, 25 percent of
employees in open offices have experienced
stress symptoms. Voico’s aim is to produce a
silencing microphone that mutes the human
voice, when on the phone in a noisy office
environment for example. Their greatest
challenge has been to develop a proof of concept. Now that they have almost finished it,
the goal is to get it patented and to get more
developers on board so that they can make it
to the market faster. Founder and entrepreneur Charlotte Sørensen says that they are
extremely excited and look forward to proceeding with the creation of the prototype.
In a world where technology companies
that did not even exist 25 years ago generate
more than many small nations, the seminar
started with some perspectives from Hege
Skryseth, the executive vice president at
Kongsberg, one of Norway’s leading industrial companies. She outlined the digital revolution and the transformation from physical
products to digital services.
Kickstarter co-founder Charles Adler
showcased how his digital service has improved people’s ability to create new physical products, from the record-breaking Pebble smartwatch to a group of high school
kids building a flight simulator from a Piper
Cub fuselage.
Peter Heisberg spoke about the power

behind the maker movement, so powerful
in fact that Barack Obama recently hosted a
Maker Faire in the White House. This was
particularly relevant to Trondheim since they
have a very successful, high-profile Maker
Faire.
How do we turn big government’s funding of innovation into jobs? The speakers
on this topic came from different countries
and perspectives. Alexandra Gjørv from
SINTEF, Scandinavia’s largest independent
research organization, said that we collaborate well with big companies from major
industries, but a challenge today is to work
better with smaller companies who can’t afford this.
Dirk Alborn, the CEO of Hyperloop, a
transportation-tube that travels at the speed
of sound, gave fascinating insights. The first
travel route will be between Los Angeles and
San Francisco and will take only 30 minutes. They are running their business in a
very unconventional way. They hire people
worldwide with stock options as payment.
In addition, they have over 20,000 passionate people globally who share their ideas
and opinions. Hyperloop has found a way to
work open source and mix it with a commercial venture, which is a very tricky thing. We
have a lot to learn from the U.S.!
Rasmus Falck is a strong
innovation and entrepreneurship advocate. The author of “What do the best
do better” and “The board
of directors as a resource
in SME,” he received his
masters degree from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. He currently
lives in Oslo, Norway.

Subscribe to the Norwegian American!
(206) 784-4617 • subscribe@na-weekly.com
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sports

Casper Ruud: the Martin Ødegaard of tennis
Teenage Norwegian tennis player ranks first on junior tour, prepares for adult competition
Molly Jones

Norwegian American Weekly
At only 17, Casper Ruud is already following in the footsteps of his father, Norwegian tennis legend Christian Ruud. The teenage tennis star from Bærum has earned the
spotlight not only in Norway but also on the
international scene.
In 2014, Ruud became the youngest athlete to ever win the Norwegian Championships in tennis at the age of 15. The following
year, Ruud won the Norwegian tournament a
second time, made it to the quarterfinals of
the U.S. Open Junior Championship, won
the prestigious Osaka Majors Cup junior
tournament, and took his first senior points.
Following such an outstanding year, it is
no surprise that Ruud started off 2016 ranked
number one worldwide for singles on the junior tour, becoming the first Norwegian to
reach the number one spot.
“I was aiming to make it into the top ten
in 2015, so being number one is very fun,”
said Ruud to NTB.
“We must be proud and excited about
this,” said the Norwegian Tennis Association Sports Director, Øivind Sørvald. “It is
important for Casper, and it is important for
Norwegian tennis. It will be noticed internationally and is perhaps more important for
smaller nations where tennis is not as big.”
And his 2016 successes were just beginning. On February 13, Ruud took his first

Photo: Frode Hansen / VG
Casper Ruud with father Christian Ruud in Oslo in January of last year. He is following in the legend’s
footsteps and shaping up to be a star of the tennis world himself.

win in an international senior tournament
at the Futures tournament in Spain against
Spanish Carlos Taberner. The Spaniard had
easily won the first set 2-6, but Ruud continued to battle for the victory. In the second
set, the Norwegian trailed 3-5 but won three
consecutive games before Taberner tied it up
again, leading to a tiebreaker. After an even
start, Ruud eventually won the battle for the
seventh game and secured a third set, which
he dominated, winning 6-0.

Sports News & Notes
Rally: Mikkelsen on podium in
Argentina

Andreas Mikkelsen achieved third place on
the final three speed tests of Rally Argentina
on April 24, while Hayden Paddon won the
round. Mikkelsen took third place with 11.9
seconds over Spanish Daniel Sordo but was
far behind Paddon and Sebastien Ogier in
second place.
(NRK)

Football: Stølås secures three points

Football: Strømsgodset wins after
penalty drama

Stabæk may have been cheated a penalty
kick in their 0-1 defeat to Strømsgodset
on April 20. There were big protests when
Stabæk’s Moussa Njie was fouled just before the end of the game. Strømsgodset was
awarded a penalty when Flamur Kastrati was
fouled before halftime, and Larc Christopher
Vilsvik therefore became the match winner.
(NRK)

Haugesund beat Bodø/Glimt 4-3 on April 20
after Alexander Stølås won the game with a
long shot two minutes into extra time. A goal
from Filip Kiss and Torbjørn Agdestein’s
two goals also made it on the scoreboard
for Haugesund. Fitim Azemi scored two and
Trond Olsen scored one for Glimt.
(NRK)

Cycling: Second pro victory for Holst
Enger

< snowden

proven. His alleged offenses are of political
character, thus by the Norwegian Extradition
Act and International Law, he cannot be extradited to the U.S.,” reports NTB.
Snowden and the Norwegian branch of
the PEN Club are represented by Halvard
Helle and Emanuel Feinberg from the law
firm Schjødt.
Considered a whistleblower by some
and a traitor by others, Snowden won a
similar Norwegian award last year. He was
unable to collect it in person after he failed
to receive assurances that he would not be
arrested and extradited to the United States.
Snowden has also been nominated again for
this year’s Nobel Peace Prize, which will be
announced in October, according to AFP.

From page 3

“The Ossietzky prize will be awarded
in Oslo on November 18, 2016, and Edward
Snowden wants to come to Norway to receive
the prize personally,” Schjødt told NTB.
“The law firm Schjødt has been commissioned to facilitate judicially that Snowden
can travel safely to Norway to receive the
prize, without risking extradition to the United States. We have in this regard on behalf
of Edward Snowden issued a writ against the
state at the Ministry of Justice,” writes the
law firm.
Halvard Helle said that “Snowden’s case
is unique, but the principles it is based on are

Sondre Holst Enger won the April 24 stage
of the Tour of Croatia. His competitors
didn’t stand a chance against the Norwegian
on the last steep cobblestone hill. This is the
Norwegian’s second win as a pro cyclist.
(NRK)

“I did not play very well in the beginning. But then I thought that I just had to
give it one last chance and got it together. It
seemed like he was a little nervous, and he
began to miss some easy balls. Then I believed in it and used it to my advantage,” said
Ruud to NRK.
Ruud credits many hours of mental
training as a key factor in his success and
thinks it is one of his primary advantages
over his competitors.

Although he is no stranger to winning
matches, a victory in senior competition is
especially significant as the tennis player
transitions into the new, tougher level.
“I had it as a goal to win a tournament
like this one this year. And to manage it so
early gives me an unbelievably great feeling.
It is great for my self confidence, so I just
need to use that to continue on in the same
way,” he said.
With this win against Taberner, Ruud
gained 18 ATP-points, which moved him
from a ranking of 1146 to around 800.
“It’s not so bad with such a leap in the
rankings. My goal is to get among the 500
best in the world during the year. Then I will
begin to start directly in the tournaments,” he
said.
His father and trainer—who ranked 39
at his best—agrees that the top 500 is a realistic goal for his son this year.
On April 10, Ruud made it to the final
of the Junior Masters in China. Unfortunately he lost 5-7, 3-6 to Hong Seong Chan of
South Korea but was happy to have made it
that far.
“It has been a very good year so far—
I’ve climbed a bit in the men’s rankings, and
I will probably play some more men’s tournaments this year. And also the French Open
junior and Wimbledon junior, which will be
some of the highlights this year,” he said to
VG.
As of April 11, the Norwegian reached a
ranking of 657, approaching his goal of making it into the top 500.

Tippeligaen: Norway’s Premier League
S tan d ings

results
4/20
4/20
4/20
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/21
4/21
4/23
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/24
4/24
4/24
4/25

Sogndal
Viking
Bodø/Glimt
Stabæk
Lillestrøm
Molde
Start
Tromsø
Strømsgodset
Brann
Sarpsborg 08
Odd
Rosenborg
Aalesund
Vålerenga
Haugesund

0–1
0–1
3–4
0–1
1–1
4–0
1–4
1–2
2–0
2–0
4–0
1–3
4–0
1–3
6–0
3–1

Odd
Brann
Haugesund
Strømsgodset
Aalesund
Vålerenga
Sarpsborg 08
Rosenborg
Bodø/Glimt
Sogndal
Molde
Lillestrøm
Viking
Tromsø
Start
Stabæk

To read more about football in
Norway, visit www.uefa.com

Tippeligaen		
1. Rosenborg		
2. Odd			
3. Molde		
4. Brann		
5. Haugesund		
6. Strømsgodset		
7. Lillestrøm		
8. Viking		
9. Sarpsborg 08		
10. Aalesund		
11. Bodø/Glimt		
12. Sogndal		
13. Vålerenga		
14. Tromsø		
15. Stabæk		
16. Start			

PLD
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7

PTS
18
14
14
14
13
13
10
10
9
7
7
7
6
6
4
3

Newspaper ads never
go out of style.
Place yours today!
Call 206-784-4617 or email ads@na-weekly.com
to request a personalized advertising proposal
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On the EDGE

< breivik

An opinion column about current issues in
Norway and the United States
Join the conversation!

The Breivik lawsuit: a victory for Norway’s justice system

From page 3

According to AFP/The Local, the
37-year-old far-right extremist claimed at
the hearing in March that his almost fiveyear isolation confinement is a breach of the
European Convention on Human Rights.
The Oslo District Court agreed, in that the
conditions, including games consoles, workout machines, and three cells at his disposal
for his various activities, violated his rights
under Article 3 of the European Convention
on Human Rights.
“He must have contact with other people. Isolation confinement where he has no
contact with others must be resolved,” said
Breivik’s lawyer Øystein Storrvik at a press
conference on April 20. Storrvik added, “We
have had success in our first instance. I hope
that this thorough review from the court will
lead to a relief from the pressure to isolate
him,” VG reports.
“The prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment represents a fundamental value
in a democratic society. That applies no matter what, including in the treatment of terrorists and murderers,” the court statement read.
VG writes that Breivik is extremely
dangerous and will probably spend the rest
of his life in prison.
He must be prevented from communicating with supporters who may carry out
new attacks, said authorities, while defending their use of handcuffs, strip searches, and
strictly controlled correspondence and visits
over the years, AFP/The Local reports.
Norway prides itself on a humane
prison system aimed more at rehabilitation
than punishment, and Breivik’s conditions
are considered comfortable by most, writes
AFP/The Local.
Thomas Horn, a partner in the law firm
Schjødt and expert on isolation, told Aftenposten that it is not certain anything will
change for Breivik following the court ruling: “An essential point in the judgment is
that it calls for a better justification for the
strict measures that have been implemented.
There is more room for what can be allowed
if it is based on thorough assessments.” He
chose not to say whether he thinks the court
ruling is wrong or right.
“Therefore, the outcome of the trial
could have been slightly different if the prison had made more thorough assessments,”
he said to Aftenposten.

Maren Sofie Schmidt Christensen
& Linn Chloe Hagstrøm
Tacoma, Wash.

Anders Behring Breivik won parts
of his lawsuit against the Norwegian
state on April 20. We consider this a victory for the Norwegian Justice System
(Rettsstaten) despite various public reactions that emerged this past week. Many
disagree with the court’s decision, but we
believe that the Oslo District Court has
treated the case fairly by not singling out
an individual for special punishment.
The Norwegian justice system has shown
that safeguarding human rights is more
important than individual judgment.
The state is the most fair government
body in Norway when it comes to safeguarding human rights; in this instance
the state focused on the legal case and
not the criminal. All people are treated
equally before the law in any court case,
no matter how grave the crime was.
Breivik claimed at the hearing in
March that his almost five-year isolation
confinement is a breach of the European
Convention on Human Rights. The Oslo
District Court agreed, in that the conditions, including games consoles, workout
machines, and three cells at his disposal
for his various activities, violated his
rights under Article 3, reported AFP.
But what does isolation mean in
Norway? First off, partial isolation
means that the accused cannot have contact with other inmates. There might be
other inmates in the same isolation area,
but they cannot interact or communicate
with each other, and this is done for the
sake of ongoing investigations. Upon
complete isolation the accused is excluded from communion with all other
inmates. There are strict rules for the
use of isolation, and the intended length
of isolation is restricted as much as possible. Currently, Breivik spends 23 hours
out of the day in his three cells but gets

Photo: Mahlum / Wikimedia Commons
The Oslo courthouse. This recent decision is controversial but upholds Norway’s high standards
for justice.

to spend one hour outside in the prison yard.
Many Americans have argued that
Breivik should have received capital punishment, but in Norway we do not believe in such
retributive justice. The state does not have the
right to take a life because of an individual’s
actions. Those convicted have to live with
their crimes and serve their sentence.
The Norwegian system is not a retributive justice system but rather focuses on rehabilitation. For example, if someone commits a crime and serves time in jail for three
years, they can get educated, receive health
and mental health care, and take part in conversation groups. This is because in Norway,

the focus is on rehabilitating the individual into a full member of society upon their
release. When comparing the Norwegian
system to that of the U.S., it is clear that
there is a higher success rate within restorative justice systems. According to
the Bureau of Justice Statistics Special
Report, in the U.S. property offenders
were the most likely to be rearrested, with
82.1 percent of released property offenders arrested for a new crime compared
with 76.9 percent of drug offenders, 73.6
percent of public order offenders, and

Maren Sofie Schmidt Christensen (22) is a Norwegian
exchange student at Pacific
Lutheran University, studying International Communications. She is originally
from Moss and has been
politically active in Workers’ Youth League (AUF) since 2010 and is generally interested in politics. She loves downhill
skiing! Lindsey Vonn is her spirit animal.

Linn Chloe Hagstrøm
(23) is from Bergen,
Norway, and is currently part of the editorial
team at the Norwegian
American. She graduated with a double BA
in Anthropology and
Global Studies from Pacific Lutheran University in 2015. Her hobbies include volleyball, piano, and walking the dog.

See > victory, page 7
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< victory
From page 6

71.3 percent of violent offenders. In contrast,
recidivism in Norway ranges between 10 and
55 percent depending on variables, definition of range goals, and follow-up period.
Following these trends, we argue that this
method is very effective and we have faith in
our justice system.
Personally, we do not defend Breivik’s
actions or claim that he should receive special
treatment (he already is); rather we are making a case in support of the decision made by
our court. Breivik is receiving special treatment in terms of having three cells, access
to games consoles, workout machines, etc.,
which is unusual. Normally, prisoners are

not kept in isolation for an extended period
of time. He has three cells because he is not
allowed to interact with other inmates and
he will stay in isolation for far longer than
anyone else. Keeping him in isolation protects him, other prisoners, and society, and
also hinders communications between him
and supporters who may be incited to commit similar crimes. The special treatment
is given to him in order to compensate for
his unconventional conditions. It is rare that
prisoners in isolation accuse the state of inhumane treatment because it generally is a
short-term solution.
In conclusion, we believe that the court
made the right decision in upholding Norwegian values such as equality, democracy, and
human rights (even for terrorists).

NAW notes

The NA to go biweekly
As recently announced, this
May NAW will change to the Norwegian American and will go biweekly.
We’ll be bringing you more great
content on better paper, half as often, and taking no confusing breaks
for holidays.
Next week is our big Syttende
Mai issue, and then the next paper
you’ll receive is May 20 (Friday the

13th is bad luck anyway). Look for the
new and improved Norwegian American every other week after that!
Syttende Mai photos
Don’t forget your cameras
(phones?) on the big day! Email your
photos with captions and credits to
naw@na-weekly.com and you may
see your face in our big Syttende
Mai photo issue on June 17.

Sources:
• Durose, Matthew R., Alexia D. Cooper,
and Howard N. Snyder, “Recidivism of Prisoners Released in 30 States in 2005: Patterns
from 2005 to 2010,” Bureau of Justice Statistics Special Report, April 2014, NCJ 244205.
• Oslo District Court, “Prison and Detention,” Norway’s Court, 2013, www.
domstol.no/nn-NO/Enkelt-domstol/Oslo-tingrett/Oppgaver-i-tingretten/Straffesak/
Fengsel-og-varetekt.
• Synøve N. Andersen, Torbjørn
Skarðhamar, “Tilbakefall til kriminalitet: Å
måle gjentatt kriminalitet—hvem, hva og
når?”, Statistics Norway, June 2013, ssb.no/
sosiale-forhold-og-kriminalitet/artikler-ogpublikasjoner/aa-maale-gjentatt-kriminalitet-hvem-hva-og-naar.
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by Nils Axle Kanten
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Municipal council

We’ve moved
to the country.
Where it’s quiet
and wholesome.

...is where the
new four-lane
E6 should go!

How wonderful,
we’re considering it
ourselves. Show me on
your iPhone where it is!

Han Ola og Han Per

Bravo! If we want folks
to move here, we have
to show we’re keeping
up with the times!

by Peter J. Rosendahl, with new translations by John Erik Stacy
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What do you have there?
It’s for repairs to
the garden tractor.

I don’t see
any sign of
your tractor.

Have you seen
the like, someone
must have taken it!

My goodness, Værmor
is knocking it apart!

« A bursting bud is a wonder
springing out of its hiding place. »
– Margot Sandsmark
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Embracing kos with the “Waffle Queen”
Woman behind successful Norwegian company starting Nordic waffle business in the US
Daytona Strong

Norwegian American Weekly
When it comes to waffles, Norwegians
do it best, according to Stine Aasland, a Norwegian woman behind a successful waffle
company in Norway. And she’s determined
to share the wonders of the Nordic waffle
with the United States with a new business
launching this spring.
“I’m here to preach the Norwegian waffle culture,” she told me with a laugh.
Aasland started Norway’s largest waffle
factory some years ago after finding success
offering waffles at her gas station franchise.
After some time she realized she was making more money on waffles than on anything
else. She moved on and started the company
Telemarksrøra, which became Norway’s
largest waffle business and became a resource for gas stations, convenience stores,
coffee shops, and other such places to provide waffles.
In a country where waffles are a part of
day-to-day life, it was an unexpected success. When the company got started, people
just laughed, she said.
“In Norway everybody has their own
waffle batter and everybody knows how to
make waffles, so they just laughed and said,
‘Why are you going to have success?’”
While it’s true that most people know
how to make their own, Aasland identified
an important distinction.
“If you want to create a bestseller, one

of the most important things is that the customer always gets the same product, and in
Norway it’s not like that,” she explained.
“You take whatever you have left in your refrigerator and you make waffle batter out of
it. It’s pretty good but it’s very inconsistent.
Now people in the United States can
also experience Aasland’s waffles. Her
cookbook, We Love Waffles: The Heart of
Scandinavian Culture, is now translated into
English and is available to readers across the
country through Scandinavian shops such as
Ingebretsen’s in Minneapolis as well as from
online retailers like Amazon. In addition, her
new business, Nordic Waffles, is making her
waffles available to businesses in the Midwest.
It will provide cafés, coffee shops, and
other businesses with everything they need
to provide freshly made waffles to their customers. The retailers receive training and
then continue to buy the batter. (Businesses
interested in learning more about Aasland’s
waffles can contact hello@nordicwaffles.
com.)
Waffles are a big part of both American
and Scandinavian cultures, and a significant
one for those who share these heritages. In
addition to being a tasty treat, the waffles
serve another purpose as well.

See > waffles, page 15

Photo courtesy of Stine Aasland
Norway’s Waffle Queen is preaching waffle culture in the United States.
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Ålesund’s top three:

Quick visit only? Try this relaxing itinerary
< Ålesund
From page 1

2. Discover Ålesund’s Art Nouveau
History
In 1904 the majority of Ålesund, at
the time comprised of wooden structures,
was destroyed in a fire. Shortly after, over
50 architects from all over the country were
brought in to design a new city. It was decided that the town would be re-built in the
popular style of the time, Art Nouveau, or
Jugendstil, which utilized stronger materials
like brick and mortar.
Examples of the Art Nouveau era can
be found all over Ålesund since the majority
of buildings constructed between 1904 and
1907 are more or less in tact today. Ornate
balconies and spires adorn buildings; decorative archways and doors are a common
sight.
To learn more about the history of Ålesund, you can venture into the old pharmacy,
Svaneapoteket or “Swan Pharmacy,” which
has been converted into a three-story interactive museum and Ålesund’s Art Nouveau
Center. Queen Sonja of Norway opened the
Art Nouveau Center in 2003.

Photos: Elisabeth Beyer
Above: Ålesund is most famous for its Art Nouveau architecture.
Left: Kvæfjordkake, also known as “The World’s
Best Cake” doesn’t disappoint. Editor’s note: next
week’s Taste of Norway will feature this amazing
confection, so stay tuned!

3. Have your cake and eat it too
If there’s one last thing you do in Ålesund, make it this: try a piece of traditional
Norwegian cake, Kvæfjordkake, also nicknamed “The World’s Best Cake.”
Trust me, it does not disappoint.
I sampled this delicacy comprised of
sponge cake, meringue, almonds, and vanilla at a cozy café called Nomaden Espresso Bar (Apotekergata 10), which is only a
three-minute walk away from the Art Nouveau Center.
Tip: Don’t miss the cool antiques store
that is right beside Nomaden Espresso Bar!

Elisabeth Beyer is a German-Canadian travel writer and blogger based on
the west coast of Canada.
She loves to explore different cultures and destinations, favoring natural
landscapes to big cities.
You can read more about her travels at her personal blog www.sidetrackedtravelblog.com.
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Visit Vesterheim!
• World-class exhibitions
• Amazing folk art
• National center for folk-art classes
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Norway-USA in contrast:

Wages and taxes
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Photo of the Week

M. Michael Brady
Asker, Norway

Norway is considered to be a high-cost
country. According to figures compiled by
The Economist Intelligence Unit*, the cost
of living in Norway ranks third in the world,
behind first place Singapore, while the USA
ranks 16th. That is in part offset by Norway having the world’s fourth highest GDP
per person—well ahead of the USA in 14th
place. Likewise, Norway ranks ninth in purchasing power in GDP person, ahead of the
USA, which, with Bermuda, is tied for 15th
place.
Figures compiled each year by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) on the wages and taxes
of its 34 member countries reveal why Norway is so well off. According to Taxing Wages 2015 (Further reading), a simplified comparison of the wages and taxes paid by an average single worker without children showed
that in 2014 the gross wage earnings and
take-home pay in Norway were higher than
in the USA. In Norway the average gross annual wage was NOK 542,386 ($63,336) and
the take-home pay NOK 386,014 ($45,095).
(NOK to dollar conversion at the Norges
Bank exchange rate of 8.56 for early March
2016.) In the USA in 2014, the gross annual
wage was $50,075 and the take-home pay
$37,637. The tax wedge, which is the difference between the total labor costs to the
employer and the net take-home pay for the
employee also was higher: 37.0% in Norway
compared to 31.5% in the USA. In short, employees earn more, take home more, and cost
their employers more in Norway than in the
USA.
The taxation of individual incomes is
simpler in Norway than in the USA. National and local income taxes are levied by one
agency, Skatteetaten, equivalent to the IRS
in the USA. In the USA, income taxes are
levied at the national level by the IRS and
at the local level at varying rates by 43 of
the 50 states as well as by some municipalities. So depending on location of residence,
the total tax burden on the American wage
earner may be as much as that on the equivalent Norwegian wage earner.
As in other European countries, Norway
has a uniform Value-Added Tax (VAT) on
consumption, charged at the retail level on
goods and services at fixed rates of 25% for
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non-food goods and services, 15% for food,
and 10% for travel. Some goods and services
are exempt from VAT, including books and
newspapers at the retail level, used cars, and
essential services such as healthcare. In the
USA, sales taxes, the equivalent of VAT, are
levied by 45 states, at rates of up to 7.5%
(California).
The upshot of these comparative figures
is that depending on location within the USA
and on consumption habits, the typical American wage-earner may be as heavily taxed as
the Norwegian one, who earns more.
Further reading:
Taxing Wages 2015, a compilation of
data on the income tax paid by workers,
their social security contributions, the family benefits they receive in the form of cash
transfers as well as social security contributions and payroll taxes paid by their employers. Results reported include the marginal
and average tax burden for eight different
family types. OECD Publishing, Paris, 566
page softcover, ISBN 9789264230507 print,
9789264230521 PDF, DOI: 10.1787/tax_
wages-2015-en; “Norway” pages 417-426
and “United States” pages 523-533.
*Pocket World in Figures, 2016 Edition,
rankings of 183 countries against a mix of
indicators, published by The Economist,
London, Profile Books Ltd., 255 page hardcover, ISBN 978-1-78125-447-9.

have a story to tell?

We are now a market for fiction!
The NorAm is now accepting fiction
of up to 1,500 words (1,000 or fewer
preferred) of any genre that have
something to do with Norway, or
crime/mystery stories even if they
have nothing to do with Norway (but
bonus points if they do). We pay a flat
rate of $50 for stories, on publication.
Submit your best (English-language)
stories to fiction@na-weekly.com!

• up to 1,500 words
• English-language
• Norway-themed or mystery
• $50 payment
• fiction@na-weekly.com
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I made a pilgrimage to Haugesund, Norway, this weekend so I could witness the
historic departure of the Draken Harald Hårfagre as it set sail for America. As
part of the ceremony, the Viking ship revealed its fearsome and magnificent dragon
masthead, which legend has will protect them during their journey.

Want to be featured in our Photo of the Week?
Email naw@na-weekly.com or mail your photo with photo credit and caption.

NACC’s new officers
Special Release

Norwegian American Chamber of Commerce
Giacomo Landi, head of DNB Americas, was unanimously elected President of
the NACC at the organization’s annual meeting. Landi succeeded Ole Christian Schrøder,
who was ineligible to stand for re-election
after having served the maximum term of
three years.
Giacomo Landi states, “It is a great privilege to take on the role of president in the
101st year of the chamber. Since its founding
in New York, the NACC has grown into a
wonderful national organization with chapters in eight U.S. cities. The chamber is at its
core focused on promoting solid economic,
trade, and personal relations between the
United States and Norway. As an American
with a good degree of familial, personal, and
professional connections to Norway, this role
is a specific honor.”
Other officers were elected to serve
until March 2017. Cameron Beard, Partner,
Blank Rome, will serve as executive vice
president. Morten Sohlberg, Founder/CEO,
SmorgasChef, will serve as treasurer. Jovi
Tenev, Partner, Holland & Knight, will serve
as secretary.
Two new directors joined the NACC
National Board: Kenneth Flornes, Founder/
CEO of Nectar Corporate Apartments and
Aneesh Bakshi, Director, Business Development, Area Atlantic, DNV GL.
The following directors accepted reelection: Karl Andersen, CEO, Amundsen
Ventures; Geir Morland, Marketing Director, Jotun Paints, Inc.; Giacomo Landi, Exec.
VP/General Manager, DNB Americas; Jan
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Giacomo Landi (left) is succeeding Ole Christian
Schrøder (right) as the President of the NACC.

Rune Schøpp, President, Statoil Marketing &
Trading; Frode Kjersem, Chapter President,
NACC Philadelphia; John Welch, Chapter
President, NACC Southwest-Houston; and
Knut Oxnevad, Chapter President, NACC
Southern California.
The Norwegian-American Chamber of Commerce (NACC) is a private membership organization with headquarters in New York
City and chapters in Chicago, Houston, Los
Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, Philadelphia,
Seattle, and Washington, D.C. The common
purposes of the NACC, in 1915 as it is now,
is to promote trade and goodwill and to foster
business, financial, and professional interests
between Norway and the U.S., to advance the
common purposes of its members, and to facilitate contacts among the members.
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In Loving Memory

Do you have a loved one or friend who has recently passed?
Contact us at (206) 784-4617 or naw@na-weekly.com to place an obituary.

Harold Palmer Hanson

December 27,1921 – April 7, 2016
Born in Virginia, Minn., Harold served
as an Ensign in the Navy during WWII, conducting research on improving torpedo guidance systems. He married the late Mary Jean
Stevenson in 1944 and they were together
for 68 years, until her death in 2012.
After the war he returned to the University of Wisconsin where he earned a PhD in
physics in 1948. He went to the University of
Florida in 1948 and the University of Texas in
1954. He was a Fulbright Research Fellow in
Norway in 1960 and served as Chairman of
the Physics Department at Texas from 1961
to 1969. He returned to UF in 1969 and held
several high-level administrative positions.
Harold then served as Provost at Boston
University and at Wayne State University.
His career culminated as the Executive Director for the committee on Science, Space,
and Technology for the U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives from 1980-1982 and from 1984
until his retirement in 1990.
He returned to UF as an adjunct professor and was the editor of Delos, a translation
journal. His final project was his translation
and publication of Ungdom (Youth), poetry
by Norwegian Nobel laureate Sigrid Undset.
Harold was a member of numerous professional and honorary societies and service
committees. He received many awards, including St. Olav’s Medal, Order of the North
Star, UF Presidential Medallion, a Congressional Commendation, and Franklin Medal.
He is survived by his two children, Barbara Herbert (John) of Gainesville and Steve
Hanson (Janice) of Austin; four grandchildren, Erik Hanson, Chris Hanson, Michael
Herbert, and Sandra Herbert Decker (Chris);
and two great-grandchildren, Jordan Decker
and Cameron Decker.

Eleanor Margaret Albright

August 5, 1932 – April 8, 2016
Eleanor Margaret Albright, 83, of
Onalaska and formerly of Shell Lake, joined
her Savior on Friday, April 8, 2016.
She was born August 5, 1932, in St. Paul,
Minn., to Ralph and Ruth (Helikson) Eckblad.
She was married in Racine, Wis., on April 21,
1951, to William C. Albright who preceded
her in death in 2013. She was also preceded in
death by her daughter, Patricia.
Faith, family, and friends were the focus
of Ellie’s life. Before her illness was an active
member of the Shell Lake United Methodist
Church, enjoyed going for walks, knitting,
creating Hardanger needlework, rosemaling,
baking Norwegian Christmas cookies, and
traveling. The trip to Norway in 1981 with
Bill allowed her to meet family still living

there and learn more about her heritage.
Her greatest joys, however, were being a
wife, mother, grandmother, and great grandmother. She will be greatly missed by her
daughter, Kristine (Nick) Hengel of Onalaska; two sons, William, Jr. (Laura) Albright
of Montrose, Colo., and Capt. Jon David Albright (Ret.) (Elisabeth Langmack) of Leonardtown, Md.; five grandchildren, Garrett
Hengel, Gretchen Haynes, Anya Albright,
Hanah and Emma Albright; great grandson,
Phoenix Haynes; two brothers, David Eckblad of Albion, Ida., and Tom (Jean) Eckblad
of Columbia Heights, Minn.; five sisters,
Elizabeth (James) Goebel of Payson, Ariz.,
Karen (Tony) Popchock of Burlington, Joyce
Eckblad of Chicago, Ill., Linda (Denis) Possing of Racine, and Nancy Gallegos of Sioux
Falls, S.D.; other relatives; and many friends.
2. mai
Olaf Gjovik
Oswego IL
Ståle Gyldenås
Åndalsnes Norway
Norma B. Hanson
Poulsbo WA
Mabel Hoffman
Cashmere WA

29. april
Mrs. Sid Endreland
Lake Mills IA
Kristian Gunnar
Boston MA
Helma Rekedal Hansvick
Moorhead
MN
Signe Andersen Kulp
Lansdale PA
Joe Molvik
Kennewick WA
Nettie Peterson
Lisbon ND
Bette Stahl
Deer Park NY
30. april

Karla Barber
Ruth Pedersen Loucks
Heidi Lydon
Dr. E.J. Nordby
1. mai

Lansing MI
Allentown PA
Vacaville CA
Madison WI

Marit Holland
Appleton MN
Emma Isaacson Johnson
Iola WI
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3. mai
Evan Tor Nordby
Chris Pedersen

Boston MA
Seattle WA

4. mai
Petter Dehli
Tacoma WA
Victoria A. Sangrey
Seattle WA
Anna Sveipe
Fevang Norway
5. mai
Hans Cole Grobstok
Kirkland WA
Jason Hubbard
New Milford NJ
Ellen Jordheim
Denver CO
Rolf Sollie
San Francisco CA
Arlene Watland
Surprise AZ
Dennis White
Auburn WA

Want to see your birthday in the
Norwegian American Weekly?

Email naw@na-weekly.com or call (206) 7844617. Please submit one month in advance.
NB: Has someone on our birthday list
passed away? Please notify us!

Pastor Larson’s Corner
Pastor Jerry Larson retired to his cabin in Zimmerman, Minn., after 39 years
in parish ministry for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In 2011 he
published a book entitled “Speaking the Word Freely: Writing with purpose,
preaching with power.” Contact him at jerlarson@visi.com

A view from space
When Al Gore was vice president, he
initiated a project to have NASA launch a
satellite that would broadcast a live video
of the earth 24 hours a day. He knew that
every astronaut returning from space had
a dramatically different view of earth once
they saw it from space. He believed that
if others could have a similar experience,
they would be motivated to become better
stewards of our beautiful blue planet.
The satellite was nearly ready for
launch when Gore lost the presidential
election. The incoming administration
soon abandoned the project and the satellite was put into long-term storage. Recently, however, it was brought out of storage and with the addition of several other
important measuring devices on board
will soon be launched into space.
Hopefully those who tune into “earth
cam” in future years will have a similar
reaction as the many astronauts who have

seen the earth from space. They will see
how beautiful a planet we live on and
think of the earth as a spaceship that needs
our stewardship and care. Seeing the earth
from space might also kindle in people a
renewed sense of oneness with all who inhabit this planet. This, in turn, may have
the power to inspire greater cooperation
among nations when it comes to environmental issues.
This may seem like a lot to ask of a
camera launched into space. However,
viewing the earth from outside has had a
transforming effect upon everyone who
has seen it. So just maybe this will have
a similar effect upon children and adults
alike. The book of Genesis in the Bible
talks about this beautiful planet as a gift
given to human kind who are called to
“dress, till, and keep it.” Perhaps a view
from space can help us take this call much
more seriously.

Community Connections
G rat u l erer m e d Dagen !

Happy birthday /
engagement / etc!
Your name and
message here!
For more information, call
us at (206) 784-4617 or email
naw@na-weekly.com.

LEWIS O. TITLAND
C e r ti fi e d P u b l i c A c c ount ant

(206)789- 5 4 3 3

2 2 1 1 s t A ve . W. S t e . 4 0 0
Se a t t l e , W A 9 8 1 1 9

Quality Accounting & Tax Services for:
Sma ll b u sin e sse s
In d ivid u a ls
Sp e cia lize d Assista n ce

The Scandinavian Hour
Celebrating over 50 years on the air!

KKNW – 1150 AM
Saturdays 9 – 10 a.m. PST
Streaming live on the internet at:
www.1150kknw.com

SOlie

Funeral Home
and Crematory

Honoring • Caring • Serving

3301 Colby Ave. Everett, WA 98201 (425) 252-5159
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What’s going on in your neighborhood?

Calendar of Events

alaska

Maryland

Petersburg Little Norway Festival
May 19—22
Petersburg, Alaska
A parade, a walk/run race, a pageant, style
shows, many dedications, receptions, and
open houses fill out the very full festival
schedule and ensure entertainment for everyone. The heart of downtown is barricaded
and booths line the street offering a variety
of wares and information. Food ranges from
traditional Alaskan Native fare and Petersburg’s world-class seafood to fine Norwegian
delicacies. Find more info at www.petersburg.org/visitor/littlenorway.html.

california

Scandinavian Heritage Festival
May 7, 1:00—4:00 p.m.
Temecula, Calif.
Vinland Lodge is hosting the Scandinavian
Heritage Festival at 28720 Via Montezuma.
There will be displays, crafts, food demonstrations and sales, vendors, display of bunads, and Vikings on a stick. All are welcome.
Syttende Mai Picnic
May 14, 1:00—4:00 p.m.
San Francisco, Calif.
All Norwegians in the Bay Area are invited to
this picnic at Fort Miley, Lands End. Enjoy ice
cream, hot dogs, prizes, games, and of course
the parade, singing, and speeches.
Norrøna Lodge 17th of May Celebration
May 14, 5:30 p.m.
Van Nuys, Calif.
Celebrate 17th of May at Norrøna Lodge. Enjoy the Norrøna Folk Dancers, bring a troll or
doll from Norway, and wear your bunad or
Norwegian sweater! Cost is $15 for adults
and free for children. RSVP with Mary Hill at
(818) 785-3804.
Sjømannskirken Syttende Mai Service
May 15, 9:30 a.m.
Rolling Hills Estates, Calif.
Join the Norwegian Seamen’s Church for a
church service at Nansen Field.
Sjømannskirken Syttende Mai Celebration
May 17, 5:00 p.m.
San Pedro, Calif.
Celebrate the Norwegian Constitutional Day
at the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in San Pedro. There will be hot dogs, marzipan cake,
and ice cream. There is also a parade, 17th of
May speech, and activities for the whole family. Suggested donation $10 or $25 per family.

colorado

Fjelldalen Lodge Syttende Mai Celebration
May 14, 12:00—5:00 p.m.
Littleton, Colo.
Join Fjelldalen Lodge at Sterne Park (South
Shelter). Bring your family and friends to help
celebrate Syttende Mai. There will be a parade throughout the park before a smørgåsbord of festive Norwegian foods, music, and
games for all ages.
Fjellheim Lodge Syttende Mai Celebration
May 14, 2:00 p.m.
Colorado Springs, Colo.
This dinner is for individuals interested in
finding out more about the Sons of Norway
and joining the celebration of our heritage.
Meet current members while enjoying a variety of dishes provided by the Viking Sisters.
At Fjellheim Lodge. Make a reservation with
Karen Ravnaas at (719) 390-0621.

illinois

“The Hjemkomst Viking Ship Program”
May 3, 5:00 p.m.
Rockford, Ill.
Sons of Norway Valhall Lodge will meet at
Stockholm Inn. A dutch treat dinner will be
ordered off the menu at 5:00 p.m. and the

lodge program will begin at 5:30 p.m. Guest
speaker Tom Asp will present “The Hjemkomst
Viking Ship Program.” Public is welcome.
Kumla Dinner
May 14, 4:00—7:00 p.m.
Sheridan, Ill.
Enjoy a delicious homemade kumla (or baked potato if preferred) and ham dinner with scrumptious homemade desserts available. At Fox River
Lutheran Church. Contact (815) 496-2151 or jcmorrow@rwrlibrary.org for more info.
Norwegian National League Celeration Banquet
May 14, 6:00 p.m.
Park Ridge, Ill.
The 17th of May Banquet in celebration of Norway’s Constitution Day is sponsored by the Norwegian National League. There will be a social
hour, dinner, raffle, and dancing. Cost is $75 per
person. Reservations required by May 10. For
more info contact C. Hoidahl at (847) 358-1527.
At the Park Ridge Country Club.
Norwegian National League 17th of May Parade
May 15
Park Ridge, Ill.
The Norwegian National League is hosting a parade at Hodges Park in celebration of Norway’s
Constitution Day. Pre-parade festivities begin at
12:00 p.m. and include entertainment by Kyle
Elsbernd and Dave Kirkeby, activities for children,
vendors, and refreshments.
Minnekirken Constitution Day Concert
May 17, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago, Ill.
Join Minnekirken for this concert featuring choral and instrumental music. Refreshments served
following the concert; free will offering. Street
parking available.

iowa

Introduction to Post and Beam Carving
May 9—11, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Decorah, Iowa
Two sample patterns will be provided in this
Vesterheim Folk School class taught by Jock Holmen. Students may bring their own carving tools
(no palm tools). Carving tools will be available for
student use during class and available for purchase. Learn how to carve a timber for a front
porch post, garden trellis, door casing, or door
header. You will carve a basic design into one 6 x
6 beam using hand tools. There will be a materials fee. Cost is $192 for members and $242 for
non-members.
Vesterheim Syttende Mai Celebrations
May 17
Decorah, Iowa
Vesterheim’s celebrations include free admission
the museum and museum tours, the children’s
parade, and a performance by Decorah’s Nordic
Dancers. Visit vesterheim.org/events/annual/
syttende-mai/ for schedule.

Louisiana

Sjømannskirken Syttende Mai Celebration
May 15, 10:00 p.m.
New Orleans, La.
Celebrate the Norwegian Constitution Day at the
Norwegian Seamen’s Church in New Orleans with
the flag hoist at 10:00 a.m., a parade lead by a
jazz band, and the service at 11:00 a.m. Following
the service will be games, ice cream and hotdogs,
and dinner served at 3:00 p.m.

Maine

Maine Nordmenn Syttende Mai Celebration
May 14, 9:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Gray, Maine
Join Maine Nordmenn for a parade, pot-luck buffet, and children’s activities at Maine Wildlife
Park. Admission for ages 4 and up is $5.50 at the
gate or $3.50 in advance to June Kirk, 1 Yeaton
Dr., Waterville, ME 04901. For more information,
call (207) 632-3720.

Syttende Mai Family Picnic
May 15, 2016, 1:00—3:00 p.m.
Potomac, Md.
There will be bunads, speeches from the Norwegian Embassy, live music, hot dogs, popcorn,
ice cream, and a parade of flag-waving Norskies
at Carderock Park. All are welcome! Admission
is free. For more information, contact Lasse Syversen at lasse@flagship.com or (301) 641-7908.

Massachusetts

Norumbega Lodge Syttende Mai Picnic
May 14, 12:30 p.m.
Newton, Mass.
Join Norumbega Lodge for a family picnic at the
Scandinavian Living Center. Gather for the parade
at 12:30 p.m., followed by the tale for dagen,
lunch, and games for children.

Michigan

Detroit Norwegians 17th of May Celebration
May 14, 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Farmington Hills, Mich.
Enjoy a parade around noon, hot dogs, ice cream,
and games. Wear your bunad for the bunad show
and bring a Norwegian dessert if you can. The
speaker is Dennis M. Flessland, Honorary Consul
of Norway for Michigan. The General Store will
be open; geitost, fishballs, and melkesjokolade
are among the Norwegian treats for sale. At the
Swedish Club; free parking and no admission
charge. For more information see www.detroitnorwegians.com.

Minnesota

Centennial for Bygdelagenes Fellesraad
May 5—8
Brooklyn Center, Minn.
Bygdelagenes Fellesraad, umbrella organization
for all bygdelag, is celebrating its centennial with
a major celebration in Brooklyn Center, a suburb
of Minneapolis. Visit www.fellesraad.com for an
extensive centennial program of speakers, music,
folk dancing, events for children, and a gala banquet. Bring your bunad and join the parade. Each
bygdelag area will have an individual welcoming
table. This is a unique opportunity to connect
with Norwegians from your area of Norway and a
chance to explore Norwegian-ness: past, present,
and future.
The Winter Fortress Book Reading
May 9, 6:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Norway House is excited to host Neal Bascomb
for a reading of his book, The Winter Fortress.
Neal Bascomb is the national award-winning and
The New York Times best-selling author of Hunting Eichmann, The Perfect Mile, Higher, and Red
Mutiny, among others. His books have won several national awards and been published in over
twenty countries. A former international journalist, he is a widely recognized speaker on the subject of World War II.
Climate and Conflict Panel Discussion
May 10, 7:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Join Norway House | Minnesota Peace Initiative
and hear from three expert panelists regarding
the correlation between climate and conflict: Dr.
Shannon Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary, East
African, Sudan, and South Sudan in the Bureau
of African Affairs, U.S. Department of State; Dr.
Jessica Hellmann, Director of the Institute of the
Environment at the University of Minnesota; and
Shiloh Fetzek, Senior Fellow for International
Affairs at The Center for Climate and Security,
Washington, D.C. At McNamara Alumni Center.
Ness Nordic Fest
May 14, 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Litchfield, Minn.
Join us for our annual celebration of Scandinavian
Heritage at the historic 1858 Ness Norwegian-Lutheran Church. The Viking Age Club will be there
along with Nordic demonstrations, vendors, mu-

sicians, and traditional Scandinavian food concessions. Wear your bunads. Co-sponsored by
the Ness Church Preservation Board and Sons
of Norway Krakeelva Lodge 1-676.
“New Land, New Life”
May 14—17
Cambridge, Minn.
“New Land, New Life: Norwegian Immigration 1825-1925” details Norwegian immigration from 1825-1925. A set of 20 panels are
enhanced with artifacts, cultural skills demonstrations, musical performances, and activities for children. At the Isanti County Historical Society Heritage Building.
Norwegian Foreign Policies
May 16, 7:00—8:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Norwegian Ambassador Hans Brattskar will
address the different ways Norway’s Foreign
Policy responds to current and new threats
and how the long-term consequences for
Norway’s interests, welfare, values, and security are taken into consideration. Free and
open to the public. At Mindekirken.
Norwegian Heritage Week
May 16—21
Thief River Falls, Minn.
Snorre Lodge is sponsoring a week-long celebration of Norwegian heritage through lectures, concerts, films, dances, a Syttende Mai
dinner, and more. Visit members.sofn.com/
Events/public/show/1913 for the schedule.
Syttende Mai at Mindekirken
May 17
Minneapolis, Minn.
Syttende Mai celebrations at Mindekirken
begin with a concert at 10:30 a.m. featuring
the Norwegian Glee Club of Minneapolis. The
Norwegian language service using the liturgy
and hymns of the Church of Norway will be
held at 11:00 a.m., followed by the flag parade, entertainment, and games.
Tusenvann Syttende Mai Open House
May 17, 3:00—7:00 p.m.
Milaca, Minn.
Tusenvann Lodge 1-659 celebrates Syttende
Mai with an open house offering food, fun,
and entertainment. The public is invited! At
Milaca Senior Center.
Syttende Mai Banquet
May 17, 5:00 p.m.
Minneapolis, Minn.
Welcome guest speaker Ambassador Hans
Brattskar, Special Advisor for Indigenous Peoples Issues and Sustainable Development at
the United Nations, at this Syttende Mai Banquet at Minnesota Valley Country Club. Email
questions to 17maicommittee@gmail.com.
Norwegian Heritage Festival
May 17, 6:00—9:00 p.m.
Lindstrom, Minn.
Vennelag 1-546 of Lindstrom is celebrating its
20th Annual Heritage Festival this year on Syttende Mai at the Scandia Community Center.
You can listen or dance to the old time music
of Florian & Jerry Chmielewski. Enjoy the delicious smørgåsbord of ethnic Norwegian foods
such as rømmegrøt, rice pudding, lefse, open
face sandwiches, geitost, and many more.
There will be demonstrations, exhibits, a silent auction, and a Norske Lotteri. All tickets
are reserved and are only $16. For tickets call
(651) 257-2019 or (651) 257-2375.
Vonheim Lodge Syttende Mai Celebration
May 17, 6:30 p.m
Minneapolis, Minn.
Join Vonheim Lodge in the celebration of the
Norwegian Constitution Day. Learn about the
historical context surrounding the formation
of the constitution and watch a video of how
the holiday is celebrated in Oslo and in small
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Syttende Mai edition!
Norwegian and Norwegian-American communities. The program will also share a music
video put together by Norwegian children. At
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd.
Tusenvann Annual Banquet
May 20, 5:00—9:00 p.m.
Wahkon, Minn.
The banquet will begin with social time, followed by a buffet dinner and a brief program.
The winner of the scholarship raffle will be
drawn during the program. This year will
include special live music being provided by
the popular Nathan’s Oldtime Band. At Wah
kon Inn & Restaurant. Cost is $20; reservation and prepayment due by May 16. Contact
(320) 983-3886 or tusenvann1659@gmail.
com for more information.
Syttende Mai Celebrations
May 20—22
Spring Grove, Minn.
Celebrate Norway’s Constitution Day with
three days of craft & food demos, a classic car
show, genetic ancestry testing, a kubb tournament, and much more! Parade starts at
1:30 p.m. on Saturday and the festival button
raffle drawing will be held on Sunday at 2:00
p.m. Visit www.sgsyttendemai.com/events.
html to view the complete schedule.

nebraska

Elveby Lodge Syttende Mai Celebration
May 15, 1:00—6:00 p.m.
Omaha, Neb.
Join Eleveby Lodge for a celebration complete with dancers, Scandinavian music, food
and beverages, and entertainment. Admission is $10 and free for children under 3. At
Danish Vennelyst Park.

nevada

Southern Nevada Syttende Mai Celebration
May 17, 5:30—8:30 p.m.
Boulder City, Nev.
Join in on a picnic, parade, and speeches.
There will be free food and drink available, as
well as old cars, a band, games, and a white
elephant auction. At Bicentennial Park.

new york

Another North Opening Reception
May 6, 6:00—8:00 p.m.
New York, N.Y.
Join Scandinavia House for the opening reception of Another North: Landscape Reimagined. Comprising photographic and video
works, the exhibition will explore landscape
as a place of complication, rather than revelation, and investigate channels into new ways
of seeing. The exhibition will include works
by artists Eija-Liisa Ahtila, Ole Brodersen,
Sigurður Guðjónsson, Simen Johan, Susanna
Majuri, and Pentti Sammallahti. Free; RSVP
at
www.scandinaviahouse.org/events/another-north-2/?mc_cid=0305540d4c&mc_
eid=d7b356b8b1.
Brooklyn 17th of May Parade
May 15, 1:30 p.m.
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Join Brooklyn in celebrating Norway’s Constitution Day! The parade steps off at 80th
Street and Third Ave at 1:30 p.m., rain or
shine, and proceeds along Third Avenue to
69th Street. The theme for 2016 is “Saluting
Norwegian Immigrants.” Visit www.may17paradeny.com for more info.
Sjømannskirken 17th of May Celebration
May 17
New York, N.Y.
Celebrate Syttende Mai with the New
York Seamen’s Church! There will be hot

dogs, children’s games, a church service, a children’s parade, and lots of music! Everyone is
welcome. Visit sjomannskirken.no/new-york/
aktuelt/2016/03/17-maifeiring-i-new-york/ for
the complete schedule.
A Nordic Spring Gala
May 18
New York, N.Y.
American-Scandinavian Foundation’s Nordic
Spring Gala will be a wonderful Pan-Nordic evening, held at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. Leif Ove
Andsnes will receive the ASF Cultural Award and
Kristján T. Ragnarsson M.D will receive the ASF
Award for Distinguished Public Service. Tickets
start at $500 and tables at $5,000. Black tie requested. Make reservations at gallery.mailchimp.
com/0555f913414746cc8e01c7bbb/files/
ASF_Spring_Gala_2016_Reply_Form.pdf?mc_
cid=572573f725&mc_eid=d7b356b8b1.

North carolina

Grieg Lodge Syttende Mai Celebration
May 17, 4:00 p.m.
Portland, Ore.
Sponsored by Sons of Norway’s Grieg Lodge at
its historic Norse Hall, this event is an excellent
opportunity to socialize, enjoy ethnic food, and
shop for Nordic treasures. Program includes the
presentation of the colors, proclamations by
Portland’s Honorary Norwegian Consul, Norwegian musical entertainment, a Leikarringen performance, and various children’s activities.

Texas

Bosque County Syttende Mai Celebration
May 14, 8:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Waco, Texas
The Bosque County Chapter of the Norwegian
Society of Texas will celebrate Norwegian Constitution Day with a group tour of the Homestead
Heritage Farm at Brazos de Dios.

Norsk Carolina Syttende Mai Celebration
May 21, 12:30—4:00 p.m.
Concord, N.C.
Bring your friends and family and celebrate Syttende Mai with Norsk Carolina! Get in your bunad or put on the colors and join in the big event
of the year at Frank Liske Park. For more information contact Rodger Grady at ergadv1@aol.com.

17th of May at Sjømannskirken
May 15, 1:00 p.m.
Pasedena, Texas
Join the Norwegian Seamen’s Church in Pasadena
for a church service, speech, greetings from King
Harald V, the parade at 2:00 p.m., and games for
all ages! Menu includes hotdogs, ice cream, soft
drinks, and more. Price is $20 for adults and $10
for children, preferably cash or check.

ohio

virginia

Edvard Grieg Lodge Reading Circle
May 7, 2:00—3:00 p.m.
Cincinnati, Ohio
Suggested books to read are One of Us: The Story
of Anders Breivik & the Massacre by Åsne Seierstad or Doctor Glas by Hjalmar Soderberg. Books
are available through the Cincinnati/Hamilton
County Library system. You may also choose any
other Scandinavian book you’d like to read. All
lodge members welcome to attend. At Panera
Bread across from Tri-County. For info and RSVP
contact Carol Luiso at (513) 683-3631 or CHLuiso@aol.com.
Edvard Grieg Lodge Syttende Mai Celebration
May 17, 6:00 p.m.
Springboro, Ohio
Come and celebrate the signing of Norway’s
Constitution 202 years ago! Bring a favorite dish
for the potluck dinner. At the home of Susie and
Glenn Mikaloff. For address, more info, and to
RSVP contact Susie Mikaloff at (937) 748-8121 or
g_mikaloff@email.msn.com.

oregon

Viking Breakfast
May 8, 8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Portland, Ore.
It’s Mother’s Day, and what better way to treat
your mom than with the Viking Pancake Breakfast with Grieg Lodge at Norse Hall? Enjoy delicious, all-you-can-eat pancakes, with sides of
scrambled eggs, sausages, fruit, orange juice, tea,
and coffee—all served up with Norwegian charm.
Cost is $7 for adults, $4 for children 5-12, and
free for children under 5. Children’s Nordic story
time in our Library at 10:00 am. Best breakfast in
town. Free; on-street parking nearby.
Johan Vineyards Syttende Mai
May 14, 11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Rickreall, Ore.
Join Johan Vineyards in celebrating Norwegian
Constitution Day. Viking Soul Food will be selling
their wonderful lefse wraps, the Scandinavian
Chorus will be singing, two youth dance groups
will be dancing, the psalmodikin group will play,
and people from the Sons of Norway will wear
traditional dress. Tasting fee is $5 or free for Sons
of Norway members and Scandinavian Heritage
Foundation members with membership card.

Send your event to naw@na-weekly.com or call (206) 784-4617
to be added to the Norwegian American Weekly!
Event listings are free, but space is limited. Please contact us at least one month prior to event.

NACC Syttende Mai Gala
May 13, 6:30—11:00 p.m.
Arlington, Va.
Join the Norwegian-American Chamber of Commerce for an elegant evening of cocktails, dinner,
and entertainment at Capital View Ballroom, Key
Bridge Marriott. Honorary Guest is Major General
Finn Kristian Hannestad, Defense Attaché, Royal
Norwegian Embassy. Black Tie Optional, Service
Uniform, Bunad, Cocktail/Evening Attire. Tickets
are $110; discount tickets for students and young
associates are $45. Register at www.naccma.org/
events/gala2016/ or contact office@naccma.org
or (202) 468-2529.

Washington

Nordic: A Photographic Essay of Landscapes,
Food, and People
now—May 8
Seattle, Wash.
Heralded as one of the top twenty chefs in the
world, Magnus Nilsson is the head chef of Fäviken restaurant in Sweden. Nilsson’s first museum
exhibition highlights his original travelogue photography—an illustration and examination of
Nordic food culture that unravels the mysteries
of Nordic ingredients and introduces the world to
Nordic culinary history and techniques. Produced
by the Swedish American Institute and premiering in the United States at Nordic Heritage Museum, the exhibition features Magnus Nilsson’s
photography, stories, and recipes from his new
book, The Nordic Cookbook.
Lunch and Learn with Margaret Bullock
May 4, 12:00—1:00 p.m.
Tacoma, Wash.
Bring a lunch or pick up something delicious at
the TAM Cafe and join TAM’s Curator of Collections and Special Exhibitions Margaret Bullock in
the events space. Bullock will share the ups and
downs of curating an exhibition about the fascinating life and work of artist Edvard Munch. Free
lecture, museum admission is not required. At
Tacoma Art Museum.
The Winter Fortress Launch Party
May 5, 7:00—9:00 p.m.
Seattle, Wash.
Join author Neal Bascomb for a launch party of
his new book The Winter Fortress: The Epic Mission to Sabotage Hitler’s Atomic Bomb. There will
be a short reading and Norwegian-inspired cocktails and books for sale. Free. At Hugo House.

Nordic Culinary Conference
May 6—8
Seattle, Wash.
In celebration of this truly distinct expression of Nordic culture, the Nordic Heritage
Museum is pleased to announce its inaugural
Nordic Culinary Conference. Conference participants will be immersed in an experiential
program, introducing their minds and senses
to award-winning cuisine through a series of
lectures, presentations, and tastings by both
Nordic and regional chefs focusing on this incredible culinary trend.
Dreamscapes: Munch, Memory, and the Sea
May 12, 7:00 p.m.
Tacoma, Wash.
Patricia Berman, Theodora L. and Stanley H.
Feldberg Professor of Art at Wellesly College,
will present a lecture titled “Dreamscapes:
Munch, Memory, and the Sea.” From 2010 to
2015, Berman held a faculty position at the
University of Oslo, where she was heavily engaged in research about Munch. She has curated several exhibitions focused on his work,
including the 2006 Edvard Munch and the
Modern Work of the Soul at the Museum of
Modern Art in New York City. At Scandinavian
Cultural Center at Pacific Lutheran University.
Seattle 17th of May Festival
May 17
Seattle, Wash.
Celebrate Syttende Mai with children’s events
at the Nordic Heritage Museum from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; entertainment at Bergen
Place from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.; Kaffestua and
luncheon from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. and Nordic Café from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at Leif Erikson
Lodge; and the parade from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Wisconsin

Stoughton Syttende Mai
May 13—15
Stoughton, Wis.
Celebrate Syttende Mai the entire weekend
in Stoughton! Activities include exhibits, concerts, dancing, parades, and more! Visit www.
stoughtonwi.com/syttendemai for schedule.
Westby Syttende Mai
May 13—15
Westby, Wis.
Celebrate in Westby with concerts, auctions,
parades, bunad shows, a 5K walk/run and
half marathon, a rømmegrøt eating contest,
church services, and much more! Visit westbysyttendemai.com for more info.
14th Annual “Uff Da” Trail Run
May 14, 6:00 p.m.
Woodville, Wis.
These half marathon and 5K courses run on a
scenic abandoned railroad bed. Packet pickup
will be from 6:00 to 8:00 a.m. and race day
registration from 6:00 to 7:30 a.m. The half
marathon begins at 8:00 a.m. and the 5K at
8:15 a.m. Visit www.bwsnohawks.com/uffda.
html for registration and cost info.
Løven Lodge Syttende Mai
May 17, 5:30 p.m.
Eau Claire, Wis.
Enjoy Norwegian displays, a meal of baked
cod, meatballs and gravy, red potatoes, vegetables, lefse, and Norwegian dessert. Children’s menu will be spaghetti and meatballs.
Roger Hellesvig, also known as Ole Olsen, will
present “An Immigrant’s Tale: A Program on
19th Century Norwegian Immigration.” Tickets may be purchased at Festival Foods and
cost $18 for adults and $5 for youth 12 and
under. Norwegian attire is appreciated, but
not required. At the Best Western Plus Hotel
and Conference Center, 3340 Mondovi Road.
For more info call (715) 874-6678.

Check www.na-weekly.com/events for complete listings
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Flateyjarbók—preserving our heritage
This ancient saga is at long last being translated into Norwegian, with English to follow
can only be preserved if it is made accessible to everyone, which means it needed to
be translated into a modern language. So far
the Flateyjarbók has only been available in
Old Norse, or translated excerpts of certain
parts that have been taken out of the original
context, like the Vinland-sagas. As a result,
only a few people have ever read the whole
saga in its entirety.

Kenneth Nordan
Chicago

Flateyjarbók—Norway’s history,
Iceland’s little secret
It is well understood that the Sagas of
Snorre Sturlason are an important window
into the events and history of the Icelandic
and Norwegian people. The Sturlason works
(Heimskringla and Prose Edda from ca.
1230) have been translated into many languages and have been reviewed and studied
for both their historic and cultural aspects
for many centuries. Sturlason’s contributions
are believed by many to be the only works
from that time and place.
However, a little-known work created
around 1387 contains many of the same tales
that Heimskringla contains plus additional
detail and content never before reviewed by
modern scholars. This newer work is called
Flateyjarbók, which has for the most part
remained in its original state (it has never
been completely translated to any modern
language, nor has it been studied directly by
more than a few scholars).
Iceland’s “Little Secret” is not a secret
any more. Flateyjarbók has had a coming out
party in recent years. Sponsored by The Radix Culturæ Norvegicarum Foundation and
published by Saga Bok Publishers, two of
an expected seven volumes have now been
produced in Norwegian and are available to
everyone in Norway. Norwegians are finally
able to read, review, and more importantly
learn from these books, which is a very exciting prospect.
While Flateyjarbók is not yet available
in English, interested parties in the Chicago
area have been treated to lectures about the
book and its content conducted by Flateyjarbók Project Leader Bård Titlestad. Titlestad
recently talked to a packed house in the basement of Minnekirken, Norwegian Lutheran
Memorial Church in Chicago, discussing the
importance of preserving Norwegian cultural
treasures.
He explained: “The Sagas are not just
about Vikings; they are about people, much
like us, looking for answers in life.” Title
stad cites as an example of this a reading

Photo: Anders Kvåle Rue
Bård Titlestad at Viðidalstunga, Iceland, where Flateyjarbók’s sponsor Jón Hákonarson lived and created his magnum opus in 1387.

during his Minnekirken lecture titled, “The
Tale of Eirek the Traveller.” This is the story
of a young boy who wants to know about
the hereafter and begins a search for “The
Deathless Acre” (aka Údáinsakr), the pagan
place where everyone is heathy and young,
the land of god. Along with a companion,
Eirek comes to a land of a Greek king who
asks them to stay, and for several years they
perform great deeds. In return the king prizes
the boys above all, bestowing on them ranks,
distinctions and honors that no other Norsemen have received.
But beyond rank and wealth the king
also mentors them, revealing great truths and
knowledge. In one such conversation Eirik
asks:
“Who made heaven and earth?”
The king said, “One made them
both.”
Eirek asked, “Who is that?”
The king answered, “God Almighty, who is one God, but of three
aspects.”
Eirek said, “What are these
three aspects?”
The king said, “Consider the
sun. In it there are three aspects:

What is Cultural Heritage?
UNESCO speaks of “Cultural Heritage” in the following way:
Cultural heritage does not end at monuments and collections
of objects. It also includes traditions or living expressions inherited
from our ancestors and passed on to our descendants, such as oral
traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events,
knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the
knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts.
The importance of cultural heritage should not be minimized because it retains a wealth of knowledge and skills that, if transmitted from one generation
to the next, can provide great social and economic value over time. In today’s
world it can be hard to identify many subtle (or “intangible”) cultural elements
that are present as well as when these elements are in danger of loss. In 2003
UNESCO identified five broad “domains” of these intangible domains, including: 1) Oral traditions and language, 2) Performing Arts, 3) Social Practices,
rituals and festivals, 4) Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the
universe, and 5) Traditional Craftsmanship.

fire, brightness and heat, and yet it’s
all one sun. So also in God, there’s
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and yet
he’s one in his omnipotence.”
Let us remember that this passage from
the Flateyjarbók is meant to teach the intended reader, a young Norwegian king,
about how to be a good Christian King. The
story goes on to reveal more about the nature
of the Christian god and heaven. This story
is only a small part of the 2,000 pages that is
the whole of the Flateyjarbók.
Interview with Bård Titlestad
Bård Titlestad, publisher with Saga Bok (Saga
Publishers) of Norway and Project Director
and Vice Chairman of the foundation Radix
Culturae Norvegicarum, took the time to answer a few questions while in Chicago.
Kenneth Nordan: Bård, why are you in Chicago?
Bård Titlestad: I am here to talk about the
importance of preserving the Norse cultural
heritage as it is expressed in the sagas, one of
the pillars of our modern democratic civilization. I am managing director for a foundation that has raised a million dollars in Norway for this purpose. We believe it is crucial
for current and future generations to be familiar with this material. Our main project in
the past five years has been to translate and
publish Flateyjarbók in its entirety. It is the
largest and most comprehensive saga written
in Iceland.
KN: If preserving the book for future generations is one of your goals, isn’t that already
happening in Iceland, or is the book in danger of being lost?
BT: The actual book is well protected by
the Icelanders. Flateyjarbók has traditionally been a national treasure in Iceland. But
as the Icelandic bishop Brynjolv Sveinsson
of Skálholt wrote in a letter in the 1660s,
“if the sagas are not widely read they end
up like mute statues in a museum, voiceless
and dead.” Our job is not only to preserve
the material, but to make sure it is being disseminated as widely as possible.
Preservation is not just about protecting
the physical, but also the spiritual ideas of
the book. This intangible cultural heritage

KN: Flateyjarbók was written in Iceland in
1387. What makes it Norwegian cultural
heritage?
BT: A lot of the saga material is Norwegian
history, preserved by Icelandic saga scribes
who themselves had close family ties to Norway—much like the Scandinavian Americans here in the United States. The Iceland
we know as the “Saga Isle” was created in
part by a wave of immigration created by
the Battle in Hafrsfjord in 872 when Harald
Finehair took control of Norway. Many of
his opponents decided to flee the country
and settle in Iceland. Some have suggested
that this constituted a kind of “brain drain”
from Norway at that time. The description
of this conflict as it has been handed down
in the sagas magnifies the struggle between
the forces of authoritarianism and freedom,
very applicable to our own time. Obviously
the people who wrote down the sagas were
people of great intellectual capacity. While
Norway in many cases is the main focus of
the narrative, it includes people and events
from the entire Scandinavian region, so I
think saying “Norse cultural heritage” is
more appropriate here.
KN: You call this book the “last great saga
treasure.” Aren’t the sagas just about Vikings
going out and fighting, plundering, and exploring new lands? How is this book about
culture?
BT: I would say it’s a misconception that
the sagas are about Vikings. There are most
certainly Vikings in the sagas, but in essence
these are stories about people living their
lives with all the beauty and tragedy life entails, but tied into a greater narrative of purpose and destiny.
The Vikings have gotten a very bad
rap. Charlemagne is said to have decapitated more than 4,000 people in one day in
Verden in what is today Germany. This was
in the 780s, so a decade before the attack on
Lindisfarne. Perhaps there was a connection? The Scandinavians had already erected
the Danevirke, a protective wall to keep out
continental armies. I think it is very likely
that they kept an eye on the expanding power
of Charlemagne, who represented totalitarian rule and genocidal violence on a scale that
the Vikings never came close to matching.
There are reasons to believe that Flateyjarbók was written to influence the young
Norwegian king, Olav IV, to become a ruler
guided by wisdom and care for his people.
After the Norwegian empire of the 1200s
was destroyed by the Black Death, there
might have been a wish by the book’s sponsor, Jón Hákonarson, to help usher in a new
golden age of Norse prosperity, inspired by
the rule of Haakon the Good and the King’s
namesakes, Olav Tryggvason and Olav
Haraldsson (St. Olav).

See > flateyjarbók, page 15
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Book review:

Berlin Poplars
Christine Foster Meloni
Washington, D.C.

Photo courtesy of Stine Aasland
Ready to learn about waffles? Aasland’s
book is widely available.

< waffles
From page 8

“I would say that the waffle could be
the definition of kos,” she said, mentioning
a Norwegian word that like the Danish hygge and Swedish mys translates roughly to
“cozy.”
“If you’re going to have a cozy time,
you make waffles. It’s really a thing that we
do together, like if you come for a visit to
someone’s home they would very likely to
serve you waffles,” she said. Families make
waffles together during the weekend, and
now that there are ways to make the waffles
healthy, Norwegians are also eating them for
breakfast and packing them in kids’ matpakke, lunchboxes, she said.
This idea of kos or koselig is an important one in a part of the world where winters
are cold and dark.
“It’s a whole sense of values of friendship, love, joy,” Aasland explained. “They
say that Scandinavians invented this kos to
get through the dark and cold times but then

< flateyjarbók
From page 14

KN: I’ve noticed that the book contains
many of the same sagas that are also in the
Heimskringla by Snorre Sturlason. How is
this book different?
BT: Flateyjarbók’s scribes drew from some
of the same sources as Snorri. They most
probably worked out of the Thingeyri monestary, which contained Iceland’s most important collection of manuscripts and intellectual resources. But Flateyjarbók includes
many stories not included in Snorri’s work,
and they embellish and expand on those that
can also be found in Heimskringla. While
Snorri mostly avoided metaphysical stories
of angels, demons, giants, and trolls, all
these beings play an integral part of the Flateyjarbók narrative.
KN: You say that the book must be available
to everyone, and many of the readers of this
article will want to read the book. Will it be
available in English?

it never stops with the cold dark times because now in Scandinavia we have this kos
all the time. It’s like a timeout, it’s like a
break.”
For those in Norway, where it’s common to keep a batch of batter in the fridge
at the ready for snacktime and to serve for
unexpected visitors, waffles are an easy way
to embrace the idea of kos. Aasland wants
to spread that culture with the Nordic waffle.
She encourages Americans to “get into the
culture of kos because it’s beautiful.”
Daytona Strong is the Norwegian American Weekly’s
Taste of Norway editor.
She writes about her family’s Norwegian heritage
through the lens of food
at her Scandinavian food
blog,
www.outside-oslo.
com. Find her on Facebook (www.facebook.
com/OutsideOslo), Twitter (@daytonastrong),
Pinterest (@daytonastrong), and Instagram
(@daytonastrong).

BT: We are already working on an English
language edition. Please visit our websites to
keep yourself updated on the progress.
KN: What else is important for us to know
about Flateyjarbók?
BT: As I said, Flateyjarbók was probably
made to influence the course of history, by
influencing the mind of the young king Olav.
You can imagine that the authors used only
the best stories and the best techniques and
literary tools to impart its wisdom into the
king’s mind. In many ways we may say this
was a book created for one person to read
with his teachers. In a sense, we can call it an
elite work. But today, with our publication,
this wonderful and remarkable text is available for anyone to read. And if my own experience is anything to go by, reading these
stories and studying them properly will surely change the way you understand the sagas
and your own cultural heritage.
For more info, visit www.rcn-foundation.org
or www.flateyjarbok.com.
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What an extraordinary trio of brothers
one finds in this captivating novel by celebrated Norwegian writer Anne Ragde! Three
more dissimilar siblings could scarcely be
imagined. Each of the first three chapters
introduces one of these brothers. These detailed descriptions set the stage for a family
that has never been a real family.
Margido, the middle brother, is a devout
Christian, somber and humorless. He is the
director of a funeral home in Trondheim and
we follow him in the opening chapter as he
prepares a service for an adolescent boy who
has committed suicide. We observe his formal
but sensitive interaction with the family of
the deceased. Beyond his work environment,
however, he has little contact with others.
Erlend, the youngest brother, has a joie
de vivre that contrasts sharply with Margido’s stiffness. He did not find Norway much
to his liking, so he left for Copenhagen when
a young adult and flourished there. A very
talented and successful window dresser, he
is especially busy at Christmas time as he is
in great demand to decorate department store
windows in grand style for the holidays. He
is gay and has a partner whom he adores and
affectionately calls Crumb. He rarely thinks
about his family back in Norway.
The oldest brother Tor has never left
Neshov, the family farm, and lives there with
his parents. He is very attached to his mother but can barely tolerate his father. He has
always worked hard to eke out a living and
seems to prefer the company of animals to
that of humans. He is currently breeding pigs
after many years of raising cows.
Torunn is then introduced. She is the
daughter of Tor but not everyone knows of
her existence. She was born out of wedlock
and taken away by her mother who soon
abandoned her to her own mother.
Suddenly Anna Neshov, the mother of
the three brothers, has a stroke and is hospitalized. Tor is distraught and notifies his two
brothers and decides, for some reason, to
contact Torunn after many years of silence.
Torunn is not really sure why she agrees
to go, but she plans to stay for a short visit and then return to her usual life in Oslo.
Erlend is of the same opinion—the quicker
he can return to Copenhagen, the better. Although everyone is certain that Anna’s condition is not serious, she unexpectedly dies.
The two brothers and Torunn agree to stay on

and work together with Tor to settle pressing
family affairs.
No one is pleased about hanging around
the farm. The atmosphere is fraught with tension and exasperation. Like the Berlin poplars planted in this area by the Germans during their occupation of Norway in World War
II (which give the novel its title), Margido,
Erlend, and Torunn find themselves in alien
soil but with surprisingly deep roots there,
nevertheless.
Anna’s death gives the members of this
dysfunctional family the opportunity to get
to know each other better and, in the process,
to discover some very shocking family secrets that have long been hidden.
Ragde has written a brilliant novel with
a multi-layered plot and a fascinating cast of
characters. Berlin Poplars was awarded the
prestigious Riksmål Prize in 2004 and has
been translated into 21 languages.
Ragde, Anne B. (2009). Berlin Poplars. Vintage Books, London (Trans James Anderson,
Berlinerpopelene).
Christine Foster Meloni is
professor emerita at The
George Washington University. She has degrees
in Italian literature, linguistics, and international
education. She was born in
Minneapolis and currently
lives in Washington, DC. She values her Norwegian heritage.
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Norwegian Language Corner
NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES, FAIRY TALES and TROLLS

Volume 2

With 21 classic folk tales, fairy tales, and trolls from Norway in Norwegian and English, “Tuss og Troll” is now
serialized in the Norwegian American Weekly’s Norwegian Language Corner. The stories are from the collections
of Peter Christen Asbjørnsen and Jørgen Moe, and retold by Øyvind Dybvad, Gard Espeland, Velle Espeland,
Johannes Farestveit, and Nana Rise-Lynum. Translated by Alexander Knud Huntrods and Odd-Steinar Dybvad
Raneng. Illustrated by Solveig Muren Sanden, Jens R. Nilssen, and Ralph A. Styker. “Tuss og Troll” was edited,
designed, and published by Deb Nelson Gourley of Astri My Astri publishing. Copyright © Norsk Barneblad.

Per, Pål og Espen Oskeladd
del 4 av 4

Peter, Paul & Espen the Ash-lad
part 4 of 4

Då dei hadde gått eit stykke att, kom
dei til kongsgarden. No var det så mange
som hadde prøvt å hogga ned eika at ho
var vorten dobbelt så stor og tjukk som før.
Difor hadde kongen sett den straffa at alle
som prøvde, men ikkje greidde det, skulle
merkjast i øyro.
Men dei to brørne let seg ikkje skremma. Dei meinte nok at dei skulle få ned eika.
Han Per, som var eldst, skulle prøva seg
fyrst. Men det gjekk med han som med alle
andre. For kvar flis han hogg ut, kom det to
nye i staden. Så vart han øyremerkt, og sett
ut på ei øy.
Så ville han Pål til, men det gjekk like
eins med han. Då han hadde teke to-tre
hogg, så dei fekk sjå at eika voks, tok mennene til kongen og merkte han i øyro og
sette han med ut på øya. Så ville Espen Oskeladd til. — Ja, vil du endeleg sjå ut som
ein merkt sau, så sa kongen.
Espen tok øksa opp or skreppa og sette
henne på skaftet att. — Hogg sjølv, sa han,
og øksa til å hogga så flisene fauk, og då var
det ikkje lenge før eika måtte i bakken så
det både druste og dunde. Då det var gjort,
tok Espen fram grevet sitt og sette det og
på skaftet.
— Grav sjølv! sa Espen. Og grevet til å
hakka og grava så jord og stein spruta, og
då vart det brunn i ein fart, kan du tru. Då
bunnen var djup nok, la Espen valnøtta på
botnen og tok ut mosedotten. — Sildra og
renn! sa han, og vatnet fossa ut og fylte
brunnen på ei lita stund.
Så hadde Espen Oskeladd hogge ned
eika som skygde for vindaugo til kongen, og
skaffa kongen brunn, og så fekk han kongsdottera og halve riket, som kongen hadde
lova. Dei heldt eit bryllaup som spurdest
både vidt og breitt. Og snipp, snapp, snute,
så var det eventyret ute.

When they had walked a little further,
they arrived at the king’s palace. By now
there had been so many who had tried to
chop down the oak tree that its girth and
height had doubled in size. Therefore, the
king had made a penalty for all who tried;
those who could not do it would be earmarked like a sheep.
But the two brothers did not let this
scare them. As far as they were concerned,
they would get this oak tree down. Peter,
who was the eldest, wanted to try first. But
it went with him as it had gone with all the
others. For every piece he chopped out, it
was replaced by two new ones. So he was
earmarked and put away on an island.
Then Paul wanted his turn, but it went
the same way with him. When he had taken two or three whacks, they saw that the
tree had grown, and the king’s men took
and earmarked him and put him also on
the island. Then Espen the ash-lad wanted
his turn. “Well, if you want to look like an
earmarked sheep then just you go ahead,”
said the king.
Espen took the axe head out of his
backpack and put it back on its shaft. “Start
chopping,” he said, and the axe started
chopping so that the wood chips just flew,
and then it did not take long before the oak
tree came crashing to the ground with a big
thump. When that was done, Espen took
out his hoe and put it on its shaft.
“Start digging!” said Espen. And the
hoe began hacking and digging so that the
earth and the stones just flew everywhere,
and as you can imagine, there was a well dug
in no time at all. When the well was deep
enough, Espen put the walnut on the bottom and took out the wad of moss. “Trickle
and flow!” he said, and the water gushed
out and filled the well in no time at all.
Well, Espen the ash-lad had cut down
the oak tree that had shut out the light
from the king’s windows and he also dug
a well for the king, so in return he received
the princess and half the kingdom, as the
king had promised. They had a wedding
that could be heard of both far and wide.
So, snip, snap, snout—this story has come
to an end.
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